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COMMISSION. 


WILLIAM  THE  FOURTH,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  King,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  TO  our  trusty  and  well- 
beloved  Louis  Perrin,  Serjeant  at  Law,  James  Moody,  William  Hannah,  Maurice 
King,  William  E.  Hudson,  Acheson  Lyle,  Muziere  Brady,  John  Colhoun,  John 
R.  Corballis,  Philip  Fogarty,  David  R.  Pigoi,  Henry  Baldwin,  and  Matthew  R. 
Sausse,  Barristers-at-law,  greeting.  WHEREAS  an  humble  Address  has  been 
presented  unto  us  by  the  knights,  citizens,  and  burgesses  and  commissioners  of 
shires  and  burghs,  in  Parliament  assembled,  beseeching  us  that  we  would  be 
graciously  pleased  to  appoint  a Commission  to  inquire  as  to  the  existing  state  of 
Municipal  Corporations  in- that  part  of  our  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  called  Ireland,  and  to  proceed  with  the  utmost  despatch  to  collect  informa- 
tion respecting  the  defects  in  their  constitution,  so  as  to  enable  Parliament,  if  pos- 
sible, to  legislate  upon  this  subject  early  in  our  next  Session. 

KNOW  ye  that  we,  reposing  great  trust  and  confidence  in  your  zeal,  ability,  and 
discretion,  have  nominated,  constituted,  and  appointed,  and  do  by  these  presents 
nominate,  constitute,  and  appoint  you  the  said  Louis  Perrin,  James  Moody,  William 
Hannah,  Maurice  King,  William  E.  Hudson,  Acheson  Lyle,  Mazier e Brady,  John 
Colhoun,  JohnR.  Corballis,  Philip  Fogarty,  David  R.  Pigot,  Henry  Baldwin,  and 
Matthew  R.  Sausse,  or  any  one  or  more  of  you,  to  proceed  with  the  utmost  despatch 
to  inquire  into  the  existing  state  of  the  Municipal  Corporations  in  that  part  of  our 
said  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  called  Ireland,  and  to  collect 
information  respecting  the  defects  in  their  constitution ; and  we  do  hereby  enjoin 
you  to  make  inquiry  also  into  their  j jurisdictions  and  powers  in  the  administration  of 
justice  and  in  all  other  respects,  and  also  into  the  mode  of  electing  and  appointing 
the  members  and  officers  of  such  Corporations,  and  into  the  privileges  of  the  freemen 
and  other  members  thereof,  and  into  the  nature  and  management  of  the  income, 
revenues,  and  funds  of  the  said  Corporations,  whether  charitable  or  otherwise,  and 
into  the  tolls  or  customs  within  their  receipt  or  under  their  management ; and  we 
do  hereby  further  require  you  to  inquire  into  the  several  local  jurisdictions  existing 
within  the  limits  of  all  Corporate  towns  in  that  part  of  our  said  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  called  Ireland  ; and  for  the  better  discovery  of  the  truth 
in  the  premises,  we  do  by  these  presents  give  and  grant  to  you,  or  any  one  or  more 
of  you,  full  power  and  authority  to  call  before  you,  or  any  one  or  more  of  you,  such 
and  so  many  of  the  officers  of  the  said  Corporations,  and  such  other  persons,  as  you 
shall  judge  necessary,  by  whom  you  may  be  the  better  informed  of  the  truth  in  the 
premises,  and  to  inquire  of  the  premises,  and  every  part  thereof,  by  all  other  lawful 
ways  and  means  whatsoever ; and  we  do  hereby  give  and  grant  unto  you,  or  any 
one  or  more  of  you,  full  power  and  authority,  when  the  same  shall  appear  to  be 
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requisite,  to  administer  an  oath  or  oaths  to  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever  to  be 
examined  before  you,  or  any  one  or  more  of  you,  touching  or  concerning  the  pre- 
mises ; and  we  do  also  give  and  grant  to  you,  or  any  one  or  more  of  you,  full  power 
and  authority  to  cause  all  and  singular  the  officers  belonging  to  the  said  Corporations 
to  bring  and  produce  upon  oatli  before  you,  or  any  one  or  more  of  you,  all  and 
singular  charters,  rolls,  records,  orders,  deeds,  books,  papers,  or  other  writings  be- 
longing to  the  said  Corporations,  or  to  any  of  the  said  officers  of  the  Corporations, 
as  such  officers,  touching  or  concerning  the  premises. 

And  our  further  will  and  pleasure  is,  that  you,  or  any  three  or  more  of  you,  upon 
due  examination  of  the  premises,  do  and  shall,  within  the  space  of  six  calendar 
months  after  the  date  of  this  our  Commission,  or  sooner  if  the  same  can  reasonably 
be,  certify  unto  us,  on  parchment,  under  your  hands  and  seals  respectively,  what  you 
shall  find,  touching  or  concerning  the  premises,  upon  such  inquiry,  as  aforesaid ; 
and  we  further  will  and  command,  and  by  these  presents  ordain,  that  this  our  Com- 
mission shall  continue  in  full  force  and  virtue,  and  that  you,  our  Commissioners,  or' 
any  one  or  more  of  you,  shall  and  may  from  time  to  time  proceed  in  the  execution 
thereof,  and  of  every  matter  and  thing  therein  contained,  although  the  same  be  not 
continued  from  time  to  time  by  adjournment ; and  we  do  hereby  direct  and  appoint 
that  you,  or  any  one  or  more  of  you,  may  have  liberty  to  certify  your  several  pro- 
ceedings from  time  to  time  to  us,  as  the  same  shall  be  respectively  completed  and' 
perfected ; and  we  hereby  command  all  and  singular  our  justices  of  the  peace, 
sheriffs,  mayors,  bailiffs,  constables,  officers,  ministers,  and  all  other  our  loving 
subjects  whatsoever,  as  well  within  liberties  as  without,  that  they  be  assistant  to  you 
and  each  of  you  in  the  execution  of  these  presents  ; and  for  your  assistance  in  the 
due  execution  of  this  our  Commission  we  have  made  choice  of  our  trusty  and  well- 
beloved  Thomas  Reilly,  Esq.,  to  be  Secretary  and  Solicitor  to  this  our 
Commission,  and  to  attend  you,  whose  service  and  assistance  we  require  you  to  use' 
from  time  to  time  as  occasion  shall  require. 

IN  WITNESS  whereof  we  have  caused  these  our  letters  to  be  made  patent. 
^ ITNESS  ourself  at  Westminster,  the  20th  day  of  July,  in  the  fourth  year  of  our 
reign,  by  writ  of  Privy  Seal. 

BATHURST. 
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MUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS’’  INQUIRY, 

IRELAND. 


GENERAL  REPORT. 


TO  THE  KING’S  MOST  EXCELLENT  MAJESTY. 


YOUR  MAJESTY  having  been  graciously  pleased,  upon  an  Address  from  the 
Knights,  Citizens,  and  Burgesses  in  Parliament  assembled,  to  issue  a Commission 
under  the  Great  Seal,  bearing  date  at  Westminster,  the  20th  day  of  July,  in  the 
Fourth  Year  of  Your  Majesty’s  Reign,  authorizing  and  directing  the  Commissioners 
therein  named  to  inquire  into  the  existing  state  of  the  Municipal  Corporations  in 
that  part  of  Your  Majesty’s  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  called 
Ireland,  and  to  collect  information  respecting  the  defects  in  their  Constitution ; 
and  to  make  inquiry  also  iuto  their  J urisdiction  and  Powers  in  the  administration 
of  Justice,  and  in  all  other  respects;  and  also  into  the  mode  of  electing  and 
appointing  the  Members  and  Officers  of  such  Corporations,  and  into  the  Privileges 
of  the  Freemen  and  other  members  thereof ; and  into  the  Nature  and  Management 
of  the  Income,  Revenues,  and  Funds  of  the  said  Corporations,  whether  charitable 
or  otherwise ; and  into  the  Tolls  and  Customs  within  their  receipt  or  under  their 
management ; and  to  inquire  into  the  several  Local  J urisdictions  existing  within 
the  limits  of  all  Corporate  Towns  in  that  part  of  Your  Majesty’s  said  United 
Kingdom  called  Ireland:  and  signifying  Your  Majesty’s  Will  and  Pleasure  that 
three  or  more  of  the  said  Commissioners  should,  under  their  hands  and  seals, 
certify  to  Your  Majesty  what  the  said  Commissioners  should  find  touching  or  con- 
cerning the  premises  upon  such  Inquiry  as  aforesaid  : — 

WE,  Your  Majesty’s  Commissioners,  whose  hands  and  seals  are  hereto  set, 
do  humbly  certify  unto  Your  Majesty  the  following  Report  of  the  Proceedings 
under  Your  Majesty’s  said  Commission,  and  of  what  we  have  found  touching 
and  concerning  the  premises  upon  such  Inquiry. 

Having  taken,  as  the  basis  of  the  Inquiry,  the  list  of  cities,  towns,  and  boroughs, 
which  returned  Members  to  the  Irish  Parliament,  amounting  in  number  to  117, 
we  divided  the  whole,  with  the  exception  of  Dublin,  into  six  circuits,  allotting  two 
Commissioners  to  each,  to  visit,  in  person,  the  places  comprised  in  it,  and  there 
make  inquiry  into  the  several  matters  of  examination  pointed  out  by  Your  Majesty’s 
Commission. 

The  arrangement  of  these  Circuits,  and  the  names  of  the  Commissioners  attached 
to  them,  were. 


1-  THE  SOUTHERN  CIRCUIT 

2.  MIDLAND 

3.  WESTERN 

4.  SOUTH-EASTERN  - 

5.  NORTH-EASTERN 

6.  NORTH-WESTERN 


Messrs.  Lyle  and  Fogarty. 

„ Colhoun  and  Baldwin. 
„ Brady  and  Corballis. 

„ Hanna  and  King. 

,,  Hudson  and  Sansse. 

„ Moody  and  Pigot. 


Mr.  Perrin,  and  the  Secretary  to  the  Commission,  remained  in  Dublin  to  receive 
and  forward  communications  from  and  to  the  several  Circuits,  and  transmit  pre- 
vious notices  of  the  times  of  holding  the  Inquiry  in  the  respective  cities  and  towns. 


Arrangement  of 
the  Inquiry. 


Conduct  of  the 
Inquiry. 
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REPORTS  FROM  COMMISSIONERS  ON 


Such  notices  were  annexed  to  copies  of  the  Commission,  and  several  of  them 
were  sent  to  be  posted  by  the  officers  of  police  in  the  public  places  of  each  town 
some  days  previous  to  the  time  fixed  for  commencing  the  Inquiry  there.  Similar- 
notices  and  copies,  with  letters  notifying  the  several  topics  of  inquiry,  and  matters 
on  which  we  desired  information,  and  soliciting  their  attendance  and  assistance, 
were  addressed  to  the  principal  officers  of  each  Corporation,  and  also  to  the 
Members  of  Parliament  for  the  boroughs,  and  other  persons  connected  with  and 
likely  to  take  an  interest  in  the  investigation. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  topics  specified  in  those  communications  : 


I.  The  Local  Limits  of  the  Corporation. 

II.  The  Charters  by  which  it  is  constituted. 

III.  The  Title  of  the  Corporation. 

IV.  The  several  Officers  of  the  Corporation ; how  and  by  whom  elected, 

appointed,  or  removed ; the  time  for  which  they  hold  their  re- 
spective offices;  their  respective  Functions  and  Privileges;  and 
their  Salaries  and  incidental  Emoluments. 

V.  The  mode  by  which  persons  become  Free;  their  Duties,  Privileges, 
and  Emoluments;  the  Number  of  Resident  and  Non-resicfent 
Freemen. 

VI.  By  whom  and  from  whom  the  Ruling  Body  of  the  Corporation  is 
elected. 

VII.  Fees  paid  on  Admission  to  the  Freedom,  or  any  office  in  the  Corpora- 
tion, and  to  whom  paid. 

VIII.  Courts,  Criminal  and  Civil;  the  Officers  or  Magistrates  presiding  or 
acting  in  them  ; the  extent  of  their  Jurisdiction,  whether  exclusive 
or  otherwise ; the  nature  of  their  process ; what  Fees  are  paid  in 
them,  and  to  whom. 

IX.  The  Juries,  Grand  and  Petty,  Criminal  and  Civil;  by  whom  and 
from  whom  selected. 

X.  The  Management  of  the  Police,  and  other  Local  Establishments,  and 
general  Regulations  of  the  Town. 

XI.  The  Superintendence  of  the  Gaols;  by  whom  exercised,  and  under 
what  control. 

XII.  The  Public  Schools  and  other  Charitable  Foundations  within  the  • 
local  limits,  or  under  the  superintendence  of  the  Corporation. 

XIII.  Fines  imposed  liy  the  Corporation  on  their  own  Members  or 

others. 

XIV.  The  Nature  and  Amount  of  the  Income,  Estates,  and  Receipts  of  the 

Corporation ; from  whom'  derived,  by  whom  received,  to  what  pur- 
poses, and  by  whom  applied ; how  and  to  whom  accounted  for. 

XV.  The  Tolls  or  Customs  levied  or  claimed  witlrin  the  Town. 

XVI.  The  Patronage,  Ecclesiastical  and  other,  exercised  by  the  Corpo- 
ration ; through  whom  dispensed.  ^ 

XVII.  The  Acts  of  Parliament  relating  to  the  Corporation  and  Town. 

XVIII.  The  Population,  general  state,  and  prospects  of  the  Place. 


The  Corporation  of  the  City  of  Dublin,  with  its  numerous  members  and  depen- 
dencjes  was  made  a distinct  subject  of  investigation,  in  the  different  branches  of 
which  Mr  Perrin,  with  the  other  Commissioners,  after  their  return  from  the 
CllrCffitS’  t0?kP“rti  and  similar  notices  and  letters  were  addressed  to 
the  principal  officers  of,  and  other  persons  connected  with,  those  bodies. 
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We  have  to  regret  in _ the  premature  decease  of  Mr.  Colhoun,  who  died  shortly 
after  visiting  the  towns  in  the  Midland  Circuit,  the  loss  of  a very  able  and  zealous 
assistant  in  the  execution  of  Your  Majesty’s  commands. 

In  considering  the  mode  of  conducting  the  Local  Inquiries,  it  became  im- 
portant to  determine  whether  the  investigation  should  be  public  or  private.  The 
latter  course  presented  no  ground  of  preference,  save  in  the  probability  that  the 
Municipal  authorities  might  disclose  the  affairs  of  their  respective  Corporations 
more  freely  in  private  to  the  Commissioners,  than  before  a public,  and  perhaps 
adverse  assembly ; while  to  the  inconvenience  of  the  delay  likely  to  arise  from  the 
ignorance  of  those  examined  of  the  extent  of  matter  previously  disclosed,  would  be 
added  the  formidable  disadvantage  of  enabling  individuals  so  disposed  to  convey 
to  the  Commissioners  erroneous  statements  respecting  the  Corporate  bodies  and 
then-  officers,  without  immediate  opportunity,  in  many  cases,  of  correcting  impres- 
sions thus  created,  and  of  satisfactory  reply,  by  the  parties  concerned,  to  the  com- 
plaints preferred.  The  course  of  public  viva  voce  examination  upon  oath  was 
therefore  adopted,  and  has,  we  conceive,  tended  materially  to  facilitate  the  progress 
of  our  inquiry;  affording  to  the  parties  interested  the  opportunity  of  instantly 
correcting  any  erroneous  statement : and  so  giving,  to  a certain  extent,  the  sanction 
of  all  present  at  the  Inquiry  to  the  accuracy  of  such  evidence  as  remained 
uncontroverted. 

Your  Majesty’s  Commissioners  applied  for  information,  in  the  first  instance,  to 
the  members  and  officers  of  the  respective  Corporations,  calling  in  aid  the  evidence 
of  those  persons  who,  from  their  local  knowledge,  or  their  connexion  with,  or 
interest  in  the  Corporation,  its  relations  and  bearings,  might  be  supposed  best 
qualified  to  speak  correctly  upon  the  subjects  of  inquiry. 

With  few  exceptions,  the  execution  of  Your  Majesty’s  commands  has  been  assisted 
by  the  readiness  with  which  the  Corporate  bodies,  their  officers,  and  the  inhabitants 
of  towns,  attended  the  Inquiry,  and  communicated  information.  In  some  instances 
individuals  have  evinced  a contrai'y  disposition,  chiefly  upon  investigations  into  the 
management  and  appropriation  of  Corporate  property  and  revenues,  where  our  want 
of  authority  directly  to  enforce  the  attendance  of  witnesses  and  disclosure  of 
evidence  enabled  such  individuals  to  withhold  information. 

The  only  Corporate  bodies,  whose  officers,  although  invited  and  summoned, 
declined  altogether  to  attend  the  Inquiry,  were  a few  of  the  minor  incorporated 
companies  or  guilds  of  the  city  of  Dublin. 

The  execution  of  Your  Majesty’s  Commands  was  also  generally  facilitated  by  the 
production  of  the  books  and  records  of  the  respective  corporations,  which,  where 
extant,  were,  with  few  exceptions,  freely  submitted  to  our  examination.  In  many 
cases,  however,  the  Corporations  were  found  not  to  be  in  possession  of  any  of  their 
charters,  in  several  no  books  or  records  were  extant,  and  in  several  those  extant 
were  irregularly  kept  in  a very  imperfect  state  of  preservation.  To  obtain  the 
information  required  by  Your  Majesty’s  Commission  on  the  powers  and  jurisdictions 
of  those  bodies  and  their  officers,  we  have,  under  these  circumstances,  consulted 
such  other  sources  of  information  as  were  within  our  reach. 

We  derived  much  assistance,  in  this  part  of  the  Inquiry,  from  the  books  of  the 
late  Commissioners  of  Public  Records,  under  whose  orders  the  charters  of  the  several 
Corporations  were,  by  their  sub-commissioners,  carefully  arranged  for  publication 
from  the  original  rolls  of  the  Courts  of  Chancery  and  Exchequer,  and  other 
authentic  repositories  in  Ireland.  A portion,  from  the  earliest  charter  of  Henry  II. 
to  the  eighteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  Richard  II.,  had  been  actually  put  to  press  ; 
but  the  progress  of  the  work  was  suspended  by  the  determination  of  their  commis- 
sion. A great  part  of  the  collection,  from  the  18th  of  Richard  II.  to  the  1st  of 
James  I.,  we  were  unable  to  discover,  and  the  later  portion  was,  in  many  respects, 
imperfect.  We  have  endeavoured  to  supply  the  deficiencies  by  reference  to  the 
ongmal  records  within  our  opportunities  of  access.* 

Die  defective  state  of  the  Corporate  muniments  has  tended  much  to  obstruct  the 
gjW.  which  in  some  towns  yet  remains  so  far  imperfect  and  unsatisfactory. 
VVith  the  exception,  however,  of  those  parts  of  the  Inquiry  which  relate  to  the- 
extent  and  subsequent  disposal  of  Corporate  property,  we  have  no  reason 
o believe  that  it  is  substantially  incomplete  on  any  of  -the  subjects  referred  to  in 
*our  Majesty’s  Commission. 

ij. ow^ef  ave  reason  to  believe  that  early  Records  of  the  Irish  Corporations  are  to  be  found  in  the 
referring  ^‘on^on’  an(l  otller  repositories  in  England,  to  which  we  have  not  had  the  opportunity  of 
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Separate  Reports. 


Heads  of  General 
Report. 


First: 

The  Existing  State 
of  the  Municipal 
Corporations. 


4 REPORTS  FROM  COMMISSIONERS  ON 

It  lias  been  the  duty  of  the  respective  Commissioners  to  prepare,  from  time  to 
time,  as  enabled  to  do  so  by  the  completion  of  their  Local  and  other  Inquiries, 
separate  Reports  on  the  several  Cities  and  Towns  comprised  in  their  Circuits,  pre- 
senting in  detail,  and  generally  in  the  order  of  the  above  list  of  topics,  the  results  of 
the  oral  and  documentary  evidence  brought  before  them. 

Of  these,  all  the  Reports  on  the  Cities  and  Towns  comprised  in  the  Southern, 
Midland,  Western,  and  South-Eastern  Circuits,  seventy-four  in  number,  are  com- 
pleted, and  herewith  humbly  submitted  to  Your  Majesty’s  gracious  consideration. 

Of  the  Reports  on  the  North-Eastern  Circuit  nine,  and  of  the  North-Western 
Circuit  are  completed,  and  herewith  likewise  submitted  to  Your  Majesty ; and 
the  remainder,  and  the  Report  on  the  City  of  Dublin  and  its  Members,  will,  we 
expect,  be  completed  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  fortnight. 

In  submitting  to  Your  Majesty  our  general  view  of  the  results  of  the  Inquiry,  it 
will  be  convenient  to  arrange  them  under  the  distinct  Pleads  pointed  out  by  Your 
Majesty’s  Commission,  and  in  the  following  order,  namely : 

I.  The  Existing  State  of  the  Municipal  Corporations  in  Ireland. 

II.  The  Mode  of  electing  and  appointing  the  Members  and  Officers. 

III.  The  Defects  in  their  Constitution. 

IV.  The  Privileges  of  the  Freemen  and  other  Members. 

V.  Their  Jurisdictions  and  Powers  in  the  Administration  of  Justice,  and 
in  all  other  respects. 

VI.  The  Nature  and  Management  of  their  Income,  Revenues,  and  Funds, 
whether  Charitable  or  otherwise. 

VII.  The  Tolls  and  Customs  within  their  Receipt,  or  under  their 
Management. 

VIII.  The  several  Local  Jurisdictions  existing  within  the  Limits  of  the 
Corporate  Towns. 


I.  The  Existing  State  of  the  Municipal  Corporations  in  Ireland. 

Before  we  state  the  Corporations  now  actually  existing,  we  think  it  may  be 
useful  to  enumerate  all  the  Municipal  Corporations  which  appear  to  have  exer- 
cised any  functions,  as  such,  within  the  last  century,  and  to  allude  to  some  other 
Boroughs  which  returned  Members  to  the  Irish  Parliament  at  the  period  of  the 
Legislative  Union  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  though,  as  it  appears,  not 
then,  or  for  many  years  before,  possessing  or  exercising  any  other  functions  of 
Municipal  Corporations. 

From  the  information  we  have  been  able  to  collect,  the  number  of  the  Municipal 
Corporations  in  Ireland,  appearing  to  have  actually  exercised  any  functions  as  such, 
within  the  last  century,  is  99,  consisting  of  the  Corporations  of  the  following  Cities 
and  Towns : 


ARDEE  - 

ARDFERT 

ARMAGH 

ASKEATON  - 

ATHBOY 

ATHENRY 

ATHLONE 

ATHY  - 

AUGHER 

BALLYNAKILL  - 

BALLYSHANNON 

BALTINGLASS 

BANAGHER  - 

BANDONBRIDGE  - 

BANGOR 

BANNOW 

BELFAST 

BELTURBET  - 

BLESSINGTON 


County  where  lituate. 

Louth. 

Kerry. 

Armagh. 

Limerick. 

Meath. 

Galway. 

Westmeath  and  Roscommon. 
Kildare. 

Tyrone. 

Queen’s  County. 

Donegal. 

Wicklow. 

King’s  County. 

Cork. 

Down. 

Wexford. 

Antrim. 

Cavan. 

Wicklow. 
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Cities  and  Towns. 


Counties  of 


BOYLE  - - - - - - r 

CALLAN  

CARIESFORT 

CARLINGFORD  - 

CARLOW  

CARRICKFERGUS  - 
CARRICK-ON-SHANNON 

CASHEL 

CASTLEBAR 

CASTLEMARTYR  - 

CAVAN  

CHARLEMONT  ...  - 

CHARLEVILLE  .... 
CLOGHNAKILTY  .... 

CLONMEL 

COLERAINE  

CORK 

DINGLE 

DONEGALL  

DROGHEDA  

DUBLIN 

DULEEK  

DUNDALK  

DUNGANNON  .... 

DUNLEER  

ENNIS 

ENNISCORTHY  .... 
ENNISKILLEN  - 

FEATHARD 

FEATHARD  

FORE 

GALWAY 

GRANARD  

GOREY  

GOWRAN 

HARRISTOWN  - 
HILLSBOROUGH  - 

JAMESTOWN 

INISTIOGUE 

IRISHTOWN 

KELLS  

KILBEGGAN 

KILDARE  - 

KILKENNY  - - . ..  - 

KILLIBEGS 

KILLILEAGH  - 
KILMALLOCK  - 

KINSALE  - 
KNOCKTOPHER  - - - 

LANESBOROUGH  - 

LIFFORD 

LIMAVADDY 

LIMERICK 

LONDONDERRY  - 

LONGFORD  

MARYBOROUGH  - 

MIDDLETON  - - - ' - 

MONAGHAN  

NAAS 

navan  

NEW  CASTLE,  NEAR  LYONS 

NEW  ROSS 

NEWTOWrNARDS  - 

OLD  LEIGHLIN  .... 
PHILIPSTOWN  - 

PORTARLINGTON  - 

ROSCOMMON 

SLIGO 

ST.  JOHNSTOWN  ...  - 

ST.  JOHNSTOWN  - 

STRABANE  

THOMASTOWN  . 

TRALEE  - 
M.  C.  I. 


Roscommon. 

Kilkenny. 

Wicklow. 

Louth. 

Carlow. 

County  of  the  Town  of. 

Leitrim. 

Tipperary. 

Mayo. 

Cork. 

Cavan. 

Armagh. 

Cork. 

Cork. 

Tipperary. 

Londonderry. 

County  of  the  City  of. 

Kerry. 

Donegall. 

County  of  the  Town  of. 

County  of  the  City  of. 

Meath. 

Louth. 

Tyrone. 

Louth. 

Clare. 

Wexford. 

Fermanagh. 

Tipperary. 

Wexford. 

Westmeath. 

County  of  the  Town  of. 

Longford. 

'Wexford. 

Kilkenny. 

Kildare. 

Down. 

Leitrim. 

Kilkenny. 

County  of  the  City  of  Kilkenny. 
Meath. 

"Westmeath. 

Kildare. 

County  of  the  City  of. 

Donegall. 

Down. 

Limerick. 

Cork. 

Kilkenny. 

Longford. 

Donegall. 

Londonderry. 

County  of  the  City  of. 

Londonderry. 

Longford. 

Queen’s  County. 

Cork. 

Monaghan. 

Kildare. 

Meath. 

Dublin. 

Wexford. 

Down. 

Carlow. 

King’s  County. 

King's  County  and  Queen’s  County. 
Roscommon. 

Sligo. 

Donegall. 

Longford. 

Tyrone. 

Kilkenny. 

Kerry. 
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/.sclent  Boroughs. 


Cities  and  Towns. 

TRIM 

TUAM  - 

TULSKE 

WATERFORD 

WEXFORD 

WICKLOW 

YOUGHAL 


Counties  of 

Meath. 

Galway. 

Roscommon. 

County  of  the  City  of. 
Wexford. 

Wicklow. 

Cork. 


In  addition  to  these  Municipalities,  there  were,  at  the  period  of  the  Legislative 
Union  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  IS  Boroughs,  which  returned  Members 
to  the  Irish  Parliament,  into  which  we  deemed  it  our  duty  to  inquire,  with 
the  view  of  ascertaining  how  far  they  partook  of  the  character  of  Municipal  Cor- 
porations. The  result  of  the  Inquiry  has  established  that  of  these  Boroughs  seven 
were,  at  not  very  remote  periods.  Corporate  Municipalities,  acting,  or  at  least  con- 
stituted, under  Royal  Charters  still  on  record,  viz. : 


Towns.  Counties  of 

BALTIMORE  - Cork. 

CLOGHER  - Tvrone. 

DUNG  ARYAN  - Waterford. 

LISMORE  - Waterford. 


| Towns. 

| MALLOW  - 
NEWRY  - 
TALLAGH  - 


Counties  of 

Cork. 

Down. 

Waterford. 


With  respect  to  the  following  five,  the  existence,  either  of  a corporation  or 
burgage  tenure,  is  noticed  in  ancient  records,  but  no  charter  of  incorporation  I 


been  discovered,  viz. : 

Tow  i 


of 

has 


CLONMIXF.S  - Wexford. 

DOWN  PATRICK  Down. 

RATOATH  - Meath. 


SWORDS  - - Dublin.* 

TAGHMON  - - Wexford. 


And  the  six  remaining  boroughs,  though  possessing  charters  empowering  them 
to  return  Members  to  Parliament,  never,  as  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  trace, 
possessed  the  character  of  Municipal  Corporations.  They  are : 


Towns. 

ANTRIM 

DOXERAILE 

LISBURXE 


Counties  of 
Antrim. 
Cork. 
Antrim. 


Towns.  Counties  of 

MULLINGAR  - Westmeath. 
RANDALSTOWN  Antrim. 

RATHCORMAC  - Cork. 


In  the  course  of  our  Inquiry  we  have  observed  traces,  in  the  public  records  of 
early  dates,  oi  the  existence  of  Municipal  Corporations,  or  authorities,  in  many 
other  ancient  towns,  but  have  not  found  any  later  indication  or  recognition  of  those 
bodies,  or  that  the  towns  at  any  time  returned  Members  to  Parliament.  We  deem 
it  not  irrelevant  to  the  objects  of  our  Inquiry  to  state  briefly,  as  follows,  the  names 
of  the  towns,  the  title  of  the  Municipal  body  or  authority,  and  the  instruments  in 
which  mention  appears  to  be  made  of  them  :* 


Sate  of  Grant. 

Towns.  , 

Somes  of  Municipal  Bodies.' 

Subject  of  Grant. 

Enrolment. 

10  Jul.  1310 

4 Edw.  II. 

1 

1.  Adare. 

The  Bailifis  and  good  ' 
men  of. 

Murage  granted  to. 

Rot.  Pat. 

3, 4Edw.II.m-l.. 

20  Feb.  1370 

, 51  Edw.  III. 

The  Provost  and  Com- 
monalty of  the  town 
of. 

Exemption  granted  to  them 
from  subsidies,  &c.,  till 
their  town  should  be  re- 
built. 

Rot.  Claus. 
51  Kdw.  III. 
m.  2.  d. 

A. D.  1311 

| 4 Edw.  II. 

Ardfynan 

The  Bailiffs  and  good 
men  of. 

Pontage,  for  3 years. 

Rot.  Pat. 

3, 4 Edw.  II. 
m.  7. 

8 Jan.  1317 

11  Edw.  II. 

3.  Botavauat. 

The  Commonalty  of 
the  town  of. 

£105  granted  for  murage. 

Rot.  Mem. 

13,  14  Edw.  II. 
m.  41.  d. 

6 Aug.  1375 

49  Edw.  III. 

The  Provost  and  Com- 
monalty of. 

Ratification  of  their  grant 
of  part  of  the  waste  of 
Botavaunt,  and  the  north 
gate  and  customs  there. 

Pat. 

49  Edw.  III. 
a.  161. 

12  Jul.  1344 

18  Edw.  III.! 

4.  Qprryk  McGrifiyn. 

, 

The  Provost  and  Com- 
monalty of  the  town 
of. 

Restoration  for  a term  of 
years  of  a grant  of  mu- 
rage and  pontage,  which 
had  been  suspended. 

Claus. 

17,  18  Edw.  in. 
m.7. 

* There  is  on  record  a charter  of  incorporation,  in  the  5th  year  of  James  II.  to  Swords;  but  we 
have  generally  considered  the  charters  of  that  reign,  especially  those  of  so  late  a date,  as  of  no  operation. 
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Date  of  Grant. 

Tokos. 

frames  of  Municipal  Bodies. 

Subject  of  Graut. 

[ Enrolment. 

9 Nov.  135S 

32  Edw.  in. 

3.  Catherkenlyshe. 

The  Provost,  Bailiffs, 
and  Commonalty  of 
the  town  of. 

Murage  for  20  years. 

Pat. 

32  Edw.  III. 
m.  S.d. 

14  Mar.  13S9 

13  Rich.  II. 

G.  Clane. 

The  Provost,  Bailiffs, 
and  Commonalty  of 
the  town  of. 

Pontage  for  7 years  for  the  ' 
bridge  of  the  town  over  | 
the  Liffey. 

Pat 

13  Rich.  II. 
a.  223.  d. 

S Feb.  1335 

33  Edw.  III. 

7.  Dalkcy. 

The  Provost  and  Bai- 
liffs of  the  town  of. 

They  and  the  Sheriffs  of  • 
Dublin  and  Bailiff  of 
Scukyl  were  commanded 
to  allow  the  master  of  a 
Spanish  ship,  arrested  by 
them,  to  depart. 

Claus. 

33  Edw.  III.  a.?. 

23  JuL  1423 

1 Hen.  VI. 

3.  Dunboyne. 

The  Provost  and  Com- 
monalty of  the  town 
of. 

They  arc  ordered  to  be  at 
Trim,  with  all  their  power, 
- for  its  defence. 

Claus. 

1 Hen.  VI.  a.  29. 

Do. 

9.  Dunshaghelyn. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

20  Jun.  1409 

10  Hen.  IV. 

10.  Garth,  in  the 
county  of  Lime- 

The  Bailiffs  and  Com- 
mons of  the  town  of. 

Murage  for  GO  years. 

Pat. 

10  Hen.  IV. 
p.  2.  a.  131. 

23  Jul.  1423 

1 Hen.  VI. 

11.  Grenok. 

The  Provost  and  Com- 
monalty of  the  town 
of. 

They  are  ordered  to  be  at 
Trim,  with  all  their  power, 
for  its  defence. 

Clans. 

1 Hen.  VI.  a.  29. 

5 Oct  1303 

31  Edw.  I. 

12.  Imelagh. 

The  Bailiffs  and  good 
men  of. 

Murage  for  3 years. 

Pat. 

31  Edw.  I.  a.  77. 

1 Apr. -1375 

49  Edw.  Ill . 

13.  Jeripontc. 

The  Provost  and  Com- 
monalty of  the  town 
of. 

Pontage  for  10  years. 

Pat. 

49  Edw.  III. 
a.  52. 

John. 

14.  Kenlis  in  Momo- 

The  Burgesses  of. 

General  charters  of  liberties 
and  confirmation,  by  Wil- 
liam Fits  Geoffrey  and 
John  Fitz  Geoffrey. 

Pat. 

1 Eliz.  m.  24. 

1 Apr.  1406 

7 Hen.  IV. 

15.  Loueth. 

The  Bailiffs  and  Com- 
mons of  the  town  of. 

Release  of  two  parts  of  the 
chief  rent  of  the  town 
during  the  minority  of 
Lord  de  Darcy. 

Pat. 

7 Hen.  IV.  a.  13. 

13  Mar.  1317 

11  Edw.  11. 

16.  Mora. 

The  Burgesses  of  the 
town  of. 

£07  Gs.  8 </.  for  murage. 

Pat. 

2 Edw.  II. 
a.  197.  d. 

13  Nov.  1303 

31  Edw.  I. 

17.  New  Castle 
McKyuegan. 

The  Bailiffs  and  men  of. 

Murage  for  5 years. 

Pat. 

31  Edw.  I.  a.  78. 

Circa  1240 

24  Hen.  III. 

13.  Radcull. 

The  Burgesses  of. 

Lucas,  Archbishop  of  Dub- 
lin, grants  them  common 
of  pasture  and  turbary 
in  the  mountain  of  Sles- 
coll,  with  his  men  of  New- 
castle, near  Lyons,  at  4i. 
per  annum. 

Alan  Reg.  f.  159. 

He  grants  them  the  liberties 
of  the  Burgessesof  Bristol. 

'Ibid.  f.  118.  d. 

Circa  1300 

23  Edw.  I. 

19.  Rosbargon. 

The  Burgesses  of. 

Gilhert  de  Clatc,  Earl  of 
Gloucester  and  Hertford, 
granted  them  the  privi- 
leges of  his  burgesses  of 
Kilkenny,  viz.  &e. 

Pat. 

1 Hen.IV.  a.102. 

,,  1400 

1 Heu.IV. 

Henry  IV.  inspected  and 
ratified  the  above  grant. 

Ibid. 

23  Jul.  1423 

1 Hen.  VI. 

20.  Scryne. 

The  Provost  and  Com- 
monalty of  the  town 
of. 

They  are  ordered  to  be  at 
Trim,  with  all  their  power, 
for  its  defence. 

Claus. 

1 Hen.  VI.  a.  29. 

23  Jul.  1423 

1 Hen.  VI. 

21.  Slane. 

The  Provost  and  Com- 
monalty of  the  town 
of. 

They  are  ordered  to  be  at 
Trim,  with  all  their  power, 
for  its  defence. 

Clans. 

1 Hen.  VL  a.  29. 

lApr.  1311 

4 Edw.  II. 

22.  Tamelagh. 

The  Bailiffs  and  good 
men  of. 

Murage  for  3 years. 

Pat. 

3,  4 Edw.  IT. 
a.  135.  d. 

10  May,  1343 

17  Edw.  III.  | 

23.  Tillagh  inOffel- 

The  Provost  and  Com- 
monalty of  the  town 

of. 

Murage  for  7 years. 

Claus. 

17, 18  Edw.  IT. 
a.  128.  d. 

4 Sep.  1310. 

4 Edw.  II.  1 

24.  Typerary. 

The  Bailiffs  and  good 
men  of. 

Murage  (as  Adarc)  for  3 
years. 

Pat. 

3,  4 Edw.  rr. 
a.  30. 

18  Oct  1317 

11  Edw.  II. 

25,  Ughtrard, 

The  Bailiffs  and  good 
men  of  the  town  of. 

A market  on  Tuesday,  and 
fair  in  the  eve  and  day  of 
St.  Margaret  the  Virgin. 

Pat. 

2 Edw.  EE.  p.  2. 
a.  27. 

m.  c.  i.  c 
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Sg'ont  now  Of  the  several  Municipal.  Corporations  we  have  mentioned,  the  following  only 
(vvliich  we  have  arranged  according  to  the  respective  amount  of  population  of  the 
districts  with  which  they  are  connected)  appear  to  be  now  effectively  existing,  and 
exercising  the  functions  of  such  bodies : 


Corporations 
become  extinct 
since  the  Union. 


Dublin,  with  its  suburbs 
Cork  (the  entire  county  of  the  city) 
Limerick  (the  entire  county  of  the 
city)  - - - 

Belfast  - 

Galway  (the  entire  county  of  the 
town)  - 

Waterford  (the  entire  county  of  the 
city)  .... 

Kilkenny  and  Irishtown  (the  entire ' 
county  of  the  city) 

Londonderry,  with  its  suburbs 
Drogheda  (the  entire  county  of 
the  town)  .... 
Sligo  - 

Clonmel  - 

Kinsale  (the  entire  liberties) 
Athlone  - 

Youghal  (the  entire  liberties) 

Wexford  - 

Dundalk  - 

Bandonbridge  - 

Tralee  ..... 

Armagh  - 

Carlow  ..... 
Carriekfergus  (the  entire  county  of 
the  town)  .... 

Ennis 

Cashel 

Tuam  ..... 
Callan  ..... 
Enniskillen  .... 
Enniscorthy  .... 


Population. 

265,316 

Coleraine 

100,716 

New  Ross 

66,554 

Charleville 
Strabane  - 

53,287 

Longford  - 

33,120 

Athy 

Navan 

k 28,281 

Dingle 

Kells 

r 

Ardee 

23,741 

Monaghan 

19,620 

Naas 

17,365 

Cloghnakilty 

Dungannon 

15,152 

Boyle 

15,134 

Feathard  (Tipperary) 

14,412 

Trim 

11,406 

Maryborough 

11,327 

Portarlington 

10,673 

Gorey 

10,078 

Thomastown 

9,917 

Bangor 

9,56S 

Wicklow  - 

9,470 

Middleton 

9,114 

Belturbet  - 

8,706 

Kilbeggan 

Baltinglass 

7,711 

Hillsborough 

6,971 

At henry 

6,883 

Kilmallock 

6,111 

Killileagh 

6,056 

Inistioge 

5,955 

Castlemartyr 

Population. 

5,752 

5,011 

4,766 

4,700 

4,516 

4,494 

4,416 

4,327 

4,326 

3,975 

3,848 

3,808 

3,807 

3,515 

3,483 

3,405 

3,282 

3,223 

3,091 

3,044 

2,S71 

2,741 

2,472 

2,034 

2,026 

1,985 

1,674 

1,453 

1,319 

1,213 

1,147 

906 

830 


In  the  following  towns,  the  Corporations  have  become  extinct  since  the  period 
oi  the  Legislative  Union  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  : 


Castlebar  - - - - - 

Popululion. 

6,373 

Ballyshannon  ... 

3,775 

Roscommon  ... 

3,306 

Banngher  - » - 

2,636 

Limavaddy  ... 

2,428 

Granard  .... 

2,069 

Athboy  — 

1,959 

Ballinakill  ... 

1,927 

Carrick-on-Shannon  - 

1,870 

Askeaton  .... 

1,515 

Philipstown  ... 

1,454 

Gowran  .... 

1,009 

Donegall  - 

830 

Killibegs  - - - - 

724 

Dunleer  .... 

710 

Population. 

Knocktopher  ....  475 

Blessington  ....  426 

New  Castle  near  Lyons  - - 395 

Lanesborough  ....  390 

Feathard  (Wexford)  - - 350 

Jamestown  - - - 311 

St.  Johnstown  (Longford)  - - 255 

Augher Village 


Cariesfort  - - - - 

Fore  .... 

Harristown  - 

Old  Leighlin  - 
St.  Johnstown  (Done gall)  - 
Tulske  .... 


In  the  following  places,  although  it  appears  from  the  local  Reports  that  Corpora- 
tions do  not  effectively  subsist  in  them,  there  is  either  some  continuing  exercise  of 
Corporate  functions,  or  a remnant  of  Corporate  Property  : 


Existing  State  of 
the  Corporations  as 
to  their  Constitution. 


Newtownards 

Cavan 

Kildare 

Carlingford 


Population.  I 

4,442  j Duleek 
2,931  ! Lifford 
1,753  • Charlemont 
1,319  j Ardfert 


Population. 

1,217 

1,096 

523 

Village 


In  reference  to  their  constitutions  and  structure,  the  existing  Municipal  Cor- 
porations in  Ireland  may  be  divided  into  two  classes,  namely : first,  those  in  which 
the  Commonalty  or  Freemen  have,  directly  or  indirectly,  a voice  in,  or  control  over 
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the  election  of  the  Corporate  officers,  or  the  management  of  some  of  the  Corporate 
business : and  secondly,  those  in  which  no  class  of  Freemen  is,  in  practice,  recog- 
nised or  in  which,  if  admitted,  they  are,  from  the  defective  constitution  of  the  Corpo- 
rate body,  or  by  usurpation,  practically  excluded  from  all  interference  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Corporate  affairs,  and  in  the  election  of  the  Municipal  Authorities. 

The  greater  number  of  the  Corporations  belong  to  the  latter  class,  and  may  be 
generally  described  as  consisting  of  self-elected  irresponsible  governing  bodies,  of 
12  or  more  members,  by  whom  the  whole  Corporate  powers  are  exercised.  In 
many  of  this  class  the  existence  of  Freemen  is  unknown,  and,  even  where  admitted, 
they  are  in  most  cases  comparatively  few  in  number,  and  have  little,  if  any,  power 
or  influence.  In  Belfast  there  are  but  six  freemen  now  known  to  be  in  existence. 

The  only  Municipal  Corporations  which  we  find  capable  of  being  comprised  in  the 
former  class  are  those  of 


Ardee, 

Kinsale, 

Bandonbridge, 

Callan, 

limerick, 

Maryborough, 

Carrickfergus, 

Monaghan, 

Cashel, 

Naas, 

Clonmel, 

Navan, 

Cork, 

Trim, 

Dingle, 

Tuam, 

Drogheda, 

Wexford, 

Dublin, 

Wicklow,  and 

Dundalk, 

You  glial. 

Galway, 

The  modes  in  which  the  small  share  of  popular  influence  existing  in  those  bodies 
is  exercised,  and  its  practical  extent  in  each,  vary  considerably ; they  are  detailed  in 
the  separate  local  Reports,  and  will  be  presently  noticed  in  our  observations  on 
the  mode  of  electing  and  appointing  the  members  and  officers  of  the  Corpora- 
tions, and  on  .the  defects  in  their  constitutions.  The  observations  we  shall  have 
to  make  on  these  and  the  remaining  subjects  noticed  in  Your  Majesty’s  Commission 
embrace  the  further  remarks  which  occur  to  us  to  be  of  importance  to  submit  to 
Your  Majesty  on  the  existing  state  of  the  Municipal  Corporations  in  Ireland. 

II.  The  Mode  of  electing  and  appointing  the  Members  and  Officers ; and, 

III.  The  Defects  in  their  Constitution. 


These  two  branches  of  our  Inquiry  are  so  intimately  connected,  both  in  the 
general  arrangements  common  to  all  the  Municipal  Corporations,  and  the  separate 
details  of  each,  that  we  think  it  will  be  more  convenient  here  to  class  and  con- 
sider them  together. 

A marked  distinction  in  the  language  of  their  charters  will  be  found  to  exist,  as  to 
the  constitutions  of  the  Municipal  Corporations  in  Ireland,  according  to  the  dates  of 
those  instruments ; and  we  think  their  history  may,  with  reference  to  the  prac- 
tical objects  of  our  Inquiry,  be  considered  as  divided  into  two  periods,  viz.,  from 
the  invasion  of  Ireland,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  II.,  to  the  reign  of  James  I.,  and 
from  the  commencement  of  that  reign  to  the  present  time. 


The  following  Tables  show  the  times  to  which  we  can  refer  the  earliest  records  of 
a Municipal  Body  in  the  several  boroughs,  and  their  respective  governing  charters : 


Corporate  Towns  in  which  Corporations  are  supposed  to  have  existed  by 
Prescription,  or  in  which  there  are  traces  of  a Municipal  Bom:  prior  to 
James  I. 


Ardee 

Ardfert 

Athboy 

Athenry 

Bannow 

Callan 

Carlingford 

Carlow 

Carrickfergus 


Date  of  Earliest  Evidence  of  a Munici- 
pal Body  before  the  Reign  of  James  I. 


Governing  Charters. 


51  Edward  III. 
1639 


11  Anne. 
None. 

9 James  I. 
Elizabeth. 
None. 

None. 

7 James  I. 

26  Charles  II. 

10  James  I. 


9 Henry  IV. 

4 Edward  II. 

13  Richard  II. 

4 Richard  II. 

20  Edward  II. 

William  Marescal,  Earl  of  Pem- 
broke, circa  a.d.  1296 
49  Edward  III. 


Second  and  Third 
Heads  of  Inquiry : 
Election  of  Mem- 
bers and  Officers, 
and  Defects  of  Con- 
stitution. 
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Cashel 

Clonmel 

Cork 

Dingle 

Donegal 

Drogheda 

Dublin 

Duleek 

Dundalk 

Dungarvan 

Feathard  (Tipperary) 

Fore 

Galway 

Gowran 

Inistingue 


Date  of  Earliest  Evidence  of  a Munici- 
pal Body  before  the  Reign  of  James  X. 


Governing  Charters. 


Donat,  Archbishop  of  Cashel, 
A.D.  1216 

11  Edward  ir. 

26  Henry  II. 

27  Elizabeth 
13  Edward  II. 

12  Henry  III. 

Henry  ii. 

Walter  De  Lacy,  Lord  of  Meath 
17  Edward  III. 

S Edward  IV. 

49  Edward  IV. 

None 

34  Edward  III. 

2 Henry  V. 

PriorAlured  of  Inistioc,  temp. 


15  Charles  I. 

6 James  I. 

7 Charles  I. 

4 James  I. 

10  James  I. 

10  William  III. 
None. 

None. 

29  Charles  II. 

7 James  I. 

5 James  I. 
None. 

29  Charles  II. 

6 James  L 
6 James  I. 


Irishtown 

Kells 

Kildare 

Kilkenny 

Kilmallock 
Kin  sale 
Knnektopher 
Limerick 
Maryborough 

Navan 

New  Ross 

Fhiiipstown 

Roscommon 

Taghmon 

Thomastown 

Trim 

Waterford 

Wexford 

Youghal 


la  Howard  IV. 

Walter  De  Lacy  (temp.  Rich.  I.) 
None 

William  Marescal,  Earl  of  Pem- 
broke (temp.  Henry  III.) 

49  Edward  III. 

7 Edward  III. 

None 

John,  Earl  of  Morton 
12  Elizabeth 
2 Henry  V. 

9 Edward  IV. 

Henry  III. 

12  Elizabeth 
4 Edward  II. 


3 James  I. 

4 James  II. 
None. 

7 James  I. 

27  Elizabeth. 

8 James  I. 
None. 

None. 

12  Elizabeth. 
7 James  I. 

13  Charles  II. 

9 James  I. 

12  Elizabeth. 

10  James  I. 


Thos.  Fitzantony,  temp,  incert. 

and  20  Edward  III. 

Walter  De  Lacy  (temp.  Rich.  I.) 
7 John 
11  Edward  II. 

49  Edward  III. 


13  James  I. 

13  Elizabeth. 
2 Charles  I. 

7 James  I. 

7 J ames  I. 


Corporations  first  created  by  James  I.  and  bis  Successors. 


James  I.  Charles  I. 

Armagh.  Banagher. 

Askeaton. 

Atlilone. 

Athy. 

Augher. 

Ballinakiil. 

Ballyshannon. 

Baltimore. 

Bandonbridge. 

Bangor. 

Belfast. 

Belturbet. 

Boyle. 

Carrick-on-Shannon. 

Castlebar. 

Cavan. 

Charlemont. 

Clogher. 

Cloughnakilty. 

Coleraine. 

Dungannon. 

Ennis.  w 
Enniscorthy. 

Enniskillen. 

Feathard  (Wexford.) 

Gorev. 

Hillsborough. 

Jamestown. 

Kilbeggan. 

Killybegs. 

Killileagh. 

Lifford. 

Limavaddy. 

Lismore. 

Londonderry. 


Charles  IL 

Baltinglass. 

Blessington. 

Cariesfort. 

Castlemartyr. 

Charleville. 

Dnnleer. 

Granard. 

Harristown. 

Lanesborough. 

Longford. 

Middleton. 

Portarlington. 

St.  Johnstown. 
Longford. 

Tulske. 
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James  I.  Charles  I.  Charles  II. 

Mallow. 

Monaghan. 

Newry. 

Newtownards. 

Sligo. 

St.  Johnstown  (Donegal!.) 

Strabaue. 

Tallagh. 

Tralee. 

Tuam. 

Wicklow. 

Tlie  early  charters  do  not  define  the  Members  of  the  Corporate  body,  or  prescribe 
any  mode  or  form  of  election  or  admission  to  it.  They  are  sometimes  addressed  to 
the  “Burgesses”  of  the  town,  a title  now  belonging  to  a particular  class  in  some 
Corporations  ; but  then  apparently  comprising  the  principal  body  of  the  inhabit- 
ants, as  holders  of  tenements  in  burgage  tenure  within  the' district.  Some  of 
these  charters,  as  those  of  Kilkenny  and  Inistioge,  enable  such  burgesses  to  make 
their  tenants  free,  " so  that  they  might  have  common  liberty  with  the  burgesses.” 
The  terms  “ Citizens,”  “ Commons,”  or  “ Commonalty,”  are  those  which  occur 
most  generally  in  the  early  Municipal  charters,  sometimes  with,  sometimes  without 
that  of  “ Burgesses,”  as  descriptive  of  the  general  body  of  the  members  of  the 
Corporation.  In  some,  as  in  the  early  charters  of  Dublin,  the  grant  is  expressly 
to  the  citizens,  &c.,  within  the  limits  of  the  place. 

It  is  difficult  now  to  point  out  with  any  precision  the  rights  to  Corporate  franchise 
as  they  existed  in  these  ancient  communities ; nor  is  it  probable  that  they  were 
uniform  in  all. 

The  general  terms  of  the  charters,  and  the  purposes  of  local  utility  for 
which  they  appear  to  have  been  granted,  import  that  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Corporate  towns  were  the  class  to  whom  they  were  addressed,  as  the  objects  of 
Royal  care  and  protection,  and  the  proper  administrators  of  the  estates  and  functions 
conferred  on  the  municipality.  These  charters  contain  no  exclusive  clauses  in 
favour  of  any  particular  class  of  the  Inhabitancy,  as  distinguished  from  the  rest, 
though  abounding  in  provisions  against  strangers. 

. I*  u-ould  appear  that  at  a very  early  period  the  right  to  claim  admis- 
sion as  a member  of  the  Corporate  body  became  subject  to  conditions  and  re- 
strictions, probably  as  its  commercial  value  increased;  and  we  cannot  refer  to 
any  Corporation  created  before  the  reign  of  James  I.  in  which  we  have  evidence, 
beyond  what  may  be  inferred  from  the  terms  of  the  charters  as  above  alluded  to, 
that  mere  inhabitancy,  at  least  unconnected  with  the  tenure  of  property,  consti- 
tuted a sufficient  or  recognised  title  to  admission. 

It  is,  however,  remarkable,  and,  we  think,  strongly  illustrates  the  general  prin- 
ciples on  which  Corporate  institutions  are  properly  to  be  based,  that  in  many  of  the 
charters  of  James  1.  and  his  successors,  though  framed  on  the  closest  system  of 
exclusive  power  in  the  governing  bodies,  the  grants  of  Corporate  rights  are  made 
expressly  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  incorporated  district;  and  that  the  commonalty  or 
general  body  of  members  of  the  Corporation  is  in  terms  so  described,  as  to  imply, 
at  least,  an  inchoate  right  in  every  inhabitant  to  admission  as  such. 

C^QI^er  °/  ^le  6th  year  of  James  I.,  granted  to  Kilkenny,  and  addressed  to 

■The  Sovereign,  Commonalty,  and  Common  Burgesses,  or  Inhabitants  of  the 
Borough,”  implies  the  identity  of  those  designations. 

IfVk  c^iarters  given  by  James  I.  to  the  towns  newly  incorporated  by  him  in  the 
10th  year  of  his  reign,  and  which  were  40  in  number,  profess  to  incorporate  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  respective  towns ; 'but  the  function  of  admitting  freemen,  or 
members  of  the  commonalty,  is,  in  those  charters,  given  exclusively  to  the  provost 
or  chief  officer  of  the  corporation,  and  the  class  called  “Free  Burgesses.”  These 
charters  commonly  grant  that  all  the  inhabitants  within  the  district  shall  he  a body 
corporate,  and,  in  a subsequent  clause,  declare,  that  “ all  the  inhabitants,  and  so 
Many  and  such  other  men  whom  the  provost  and  free  burgesses  shall  admit  to  the 

edom  of  the  borough,  shall  be  of  the  commonalty.” 


Members  of  tlie 
Corporations. 
Freemen  or 
Commonalty. 


Qualifications  of. 


Inhabitancy. 


Charters  of  James  I. 
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The  ruling  bodies  of  these  Corporations  have  almost  uniformly  acted  on  this 
clause,  as  not  giving  to  the  inhabitants  at  large  a right  to  admission,  but  as  vesting  in 
the  chief  officers  and  free  burgesses  a discretionary  authority  to  bestow  or  withhold 
the  franchise,  and  to  determine  who  shall  be  admitted,  whether  they  be  inhabitants 
or  others.  The  soundness  of  this  construction  was  questioned  before  the  Court  of 
King’s  Bench  in  Ireland,  in  the  case  of  the  Borough  of  Sligo,  in  the  year  1824. 
That  court  considered  that  it  appeared  upon  the  affidavits  used  that  the  Corpora- 
tors had  been  uniformly  elected  by  the  provost  and  free  burgesses ; and  as  there 
was  no  precedent  adduced  of  admission  of  any  person  to  the  freedom  of  the 
borough  as  of  right,  by  virtue  of  residence  or  inhabitancy,  they  decided  that  the 
charter  admitted  of  a construction  consistent  with  the  usage,  and  refused  to  grant 
a mandamus  to  admit  a resident  merchant  to  the  freedom  of  the  borough  on  the 
mere  ground  of  ixxhabitancy. 

Close  atxd  restricted  as  were  the  constitutions  of  the  Corporations  so  created,  the 
framers  of  those  charters  did  not  probably  contemplate  this  additional  limitation, 
which  has  in  effect  annulled  the  general  grant  of  incorporation  to  the  inhabitants. 
The  corporate  rights  given  to  freemen  by  these  charters  are  too  limited  to 
have  made  the  acquisition  of  the  freedom  a matter  of  impox-tance  to  indi- 
viduals, at  the  expense  that  must  attend  a litigated  assertion  of  the  claim ; and  the 
pi'esent  general  absence  of  such  a class,  in  the  towns  so  incorporated,  may  be  owing, 
in  soxxie  degree,  to  the  indifference  of  the  inhabitants  to  demand,  as  well  as  to 
the  policy  of  the  chief  officex-s  and  free  burgesses  in  withholding,  a px-ivilege  of  little 
practical  value,  since  it  did  not  coxxfer  on  the  possessor  a voice  in  the  election  either 
of  the  governing  body  or  chief  officer  of  the  coxporation,  or  of  the  Membex-s  of 
Parliament  for  the  borough. 

Some  charters,  granted  in  earlier  years  of  this  reign,  contain  a provision  on  the 
subject  of  ireemen,  which,  though  appearing  to  give  more  decidedly  the  power  of 
selection  to  the  governing  bodies,  poiuts  distinctly  to  the  inhabitants  as  the  proper 
objects  of  the  Corporate  franchise,  viz.,  that  the  Co  rporation  shall  consist  of  a sove- 
reign, &c.,  and  of  so  xxxany  “ as  were  then  free  or  inhabiting  the  town  or  borough, 
and  of  so  many  as  the  sovereign,  &c.,  shall  think  fit  to  choose  or  admit,  according 
as  the  number  of  inhabitants  shall  increase Such  a provision  is  found  in  the 
charters  of  Athlone,  Featliard  (Tipperary) , Gowran,  and  Inistioge. 

An  inxpox-tant  general  provision  was  made  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.,  to 
encourage  foreigners  to  become  inhabitants  of  Corporate  towns  in  Ireland,  by  the 
regulations  called  the  “ New  Rules,”  made  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Privy 
Council,  in  pursuance  of  the  powers  given  them  by  the  Act  of  Explanation, 
17  and  IS  Car.  II.  chap.  2.  sec.  82.  By  these  xmles  it  was  declared  that  all 
foreigners,  strangers,  and  aliens,  as  well  others  as  Protestants,  who  wei*e 
or  should  be  merchants,  traders,  artisans,  artificers,  seamen,  or  otherwise 
skilled  and  exercised  in  any  mystery,  &c.,  or  in  the  art  of  navigation,  then 
residing  or  inhabiting  (within  the  cities  or  towns  of  Dublin,  Drogheda,  Lime- 
rick, and  Galway,  as  to  those  Corporations,  and  within  the  kingdom  of  Ireland, 
as  to  all  other  cities  and  towns) , or  who  should  thereafter  come  into  the  said  several 
cities  imd  towns  with  intent  and  resolution  there  to  inhabit,  should,  on  request,  and 
payment  of  20s.  by  way  of  fine  to  the  chief  magistrate  and  common  council,  or  other 
persons  autliox-ized  to  admit  freemen,  be  admitted  freemen  of  the  town ; and,  if 
desired,  of  any  guild,  brotherhood,  society,  or  fellowship  of  any  trade,  craft,  or 
mystery  within  the  same,  during  residence  for  the  most  part;  and  the  persons  so  ad- 
mitted are  thenceforth  to  be  deemed  denizens  within  the  kingdom.  These  pro- 
visions received  some  extension  in  favour  of  Protestant  natives  by  subsequent 
enactments. 

The  extent  of  franchise  acquired  under  these  provisions  has  been  questioned,  and 
is  not  settled,  and  there  are  few  Corporations  in  which  they  have  been  taken  advan- 
tage of,  and  carried  into  effect  to  any  extent.  It  has  been  decided  by  election  com- 
mittees of  the  House  of  Commons,  in  the  cases  of  Limerick  and  Wexford,  that 
fx-eemeix  admitted  under  them  in  those  places  are  entitled  to  vote  at  electioxxs  for 
Members  of  Parliament.  Unsuccessful  attempts  have  been  made  in  some  places 
to  enforce  these  provisions  in  favour  of  the  general  body  of  resident  inhabitants. 
In  the  Corporation  of  Galway  a similar  provision,  but  extending  to  natives, 
was  nxade  by  the  enactments  of  the  statutes  4 Geo.  I.  *c.  15,  Ix-eland,  and  1,  2 
Will.  IV.  c.  49,  the  operation  of  which  Acts,  in  that  town,  has  not  been 
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such  as  to  induce  us  to  speak  of  their  provisions  as  affording  an  eligible  or  satisfac- 
tory criterion  of  the  right  of  admission  to  Corporate  privileges. 

\ye  mav  conclude  the  consideration  of  this  topic  of  inhabitancy  by  observing, 
that  we  have  not  found  the  qualification  of  being  an  inhabitant,  or  householder, 
now  recognised  any  where,  as  an  available  title  to  Corporate  franchise. 

In  the  great  majority  of  the  Corporations  no  Right  or  inchoate  Title  to  ad-  Rights  to  Freedom, 
mission,  as  aFreeman  or  Member,  is  now  recognised,  and  admission  or  exclusion  de- 
pends on  the  mere  pleasure  of  a select  or  governing  body.  Where  such  rights  are 
acknowledged  to  exist,  they  vary  considerably  in  the  different  Corporations. 


Being  the  son  of  a freeman,  or  married  to  a daughter  of  a freeman,  or  having  Birih, Marriage,  and 
served  an  apprenticeship  to  a freeman,  are  the  common  titles.  ppren  063  p‘ 

No  qualification  of  property,  or  the  being  a householder,  is  anywhere  requisite 
to,  or  regarded  in  the  claim  or  title  to  freedom.  In  fact  many  freemen  in  Dublin 
and  elsewhere  are  roomkeepers. 

In  Carrickfergus,  Dublin,  Kilkenny,  Limerick,  Londonderry,  Waterford,  and 
Wicklow,  the  rights  of  birth,  marriage,  and  apprenticeship,  appear  to  be  now  re- 
cognised, but  in  Limerick  that  by  birth  is  confined  to  the  eldest  son. 

In  Cork  and  Drogheda  those  of  birth  and  servitude  only  are  acknowledged, 
though  that  of  marriage  appears  formerly  to  have  been  admitted  in  the  former, 
and  is  supposed  to  exist  in  the  latter.  In  Cork  the  right  by  birth  is  now  confined 


to  the  first-born  son. 

In  Wexford  the  only  title  is  by  apprenticeship. 

In  Bandonbridge,  being  the  eldest  son  of  a freeman. 

In  Naas,  the  privilege  is  confined  to  sons  of  freemen  while  resident. 

In  Trim,  sons  and  sons-in-law  of  freemen  are  admitted  as  of  right. 

In  Londonderry  the  right  by  birth  is  confined  to  the  sons  of  aldermen  or  bur- 
o-esses,  and  that  by  marriage  to  the  husbands  of  daughters  of  aldermen  or  burgesses. 

In  Dublin,  it  is  necessary  that  the  admission,  as  of  right,  should  be  previously 
granted  in  one  of  the  incorporated  guilds,  to  entitle  the  applicant  to  seek  admis- 
sion to  the  Corporation  at  large  from  the  common  council,  each  branch  of  which 
body  exercises  an  arbitrary  discretion  in  granting  or  withholding  the  franchise, 
even  when  so  substantiated. 


There  is,  in  fact,  no  general,  uniform,  and  absolute  right  to  admission  into  the 


Municipal  Corporations. 

The  rights  from  birth,  marriage,  and  apprenticeship  have,  even  where  most 
liberally  admitted,  failed  to  supply  in  the  body  of  the  Corporations  a general 
constituency,  comprising,  or  representing  sufficiently,  the  various  classes  of 
the  inhabitants.  The  two  former  qualifications  are  necessarily  limited  to  per- 
sons related  to,  or  connected  with,  the  old  members,  and  the  last  (appren- 
ticeship) leaves  to  the  old  members  complete  control  as  to  the  class  from  which 
the  new  may  be  selected ; thus,  when  a particular  party  has  gained  an 
ascendancy,  these  rights  operate  to  preserve  the  Corporate  privileges  to  that  party 
exclusively. 


The  Modes  of  Admission,  which  have  become  established  in  most  Corporations  Mode  of  Admission, 
have  further  contributed  to  limit  the  number  of  freemen,  and  prevent  the  forma- 
tion of  a general  and  comprehensive  commonalty. 

The  charters  $f  James  I.,  as  already  stated,  vested  in  the  chief  officer  and  free 
burgesses  of  the  Corporations  then  created  the  function  of  admitting  the  members 
of  the  commonalty.  Select  or  governing  bodies,  under  the  name  of  Common 
Councils,  became  generally  established  in  the  ancient  Corporations,  and  appear 
to  have  early  acquired  the  privilege  of  deciding  on  the  merits  of  the  claims  to 
freedom,  and  of  granting  or  withholding  admission. 

They  exercised  also,  without  limit  as  to  numbers,  the  power  of  admitting  whom 
they  pleased,  by  what  is  generally  termed  “special  grace.” 

Possessed  of  these  powers,  the  governing  bodies  have  too  commonly  used  them, 
without  scruple,  not  as  trusts  to  be  exercised  for  the  benefit  of  the  community, 
but  as  the  means  of  attaining  for  themselves  an  exclusive  dominion  over  the 
general  inhabitancy,  and  political  influence  in  the  election  of  Members  of 
Parliament.  The  course  which  they  seem  to  have  almost  universally  pursued 
for  this  object  has  been  to  concede,  with  the  utmost  parsimony,  to  the  inhabitants 
the  right  to  become  members  of  the  Corporations  as  freemen. 

Where  the  recognised  rights  to  freedom  are  not  directly  resisted,  difficulties 

xr  n r ° o n 
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are  interposed  to  its  attainment ; in  some  cases  by  the  establishment  of  pecu- 
liar forms  of  admission,  as  in  Bandonbridge,  Dublin,  and  Drogheda,  which  give 
to  the  governing  body,  or  some  of  its  members,  a direct  power  of  negativing  or 
suppressing  the  claims.  In  others,  as  in  Kilkenny  and  Limerick,  unnecessary 
delays  or  technical  obstacles  have  been  interposed  in  the  investigation  and  con- 
sideration of  the  title  to  admission;  while  the  power  of  admission  by  especial 
grace  may,  at  all  times,  be  exercised  without  limit,  to  counteract  any  increase 
on  title  supposed  to  be  dangerous  to  the  prevailing  influence. 

In  Bandonbridge,  Naas,  Trim,  Wexford,  Youghal,  and  some  of  the  smaller 
Corporations,  the  power  of  admission  remains  in  the  general  body,  but,  except  in 
Wexford,  (and  there  only  of  late  years,)  with  little  practical  difference  in  favour  of 
the  community.  Those  Corporations,  with  the  exceptions  of  Trim  and  Wex- 
ford, are  under  the  control  of  individual  patronage,  and  the  admission  or  exclu- 
sion of  freemen  depends  on  the  pleasure  of  the  patron.  In  Bandonbridge,  the 
form  of  admission  requires  that  the  candidate,  whether  entitled  by  right  or  not, 
should  be  proposed  and  seconded.  In  Youghal  the  mayor  claims  and  exercises 
the  exclusive  right  of  proposing  all  candidates  for  admission.  In  Trim  a form 
similar  to  that  in  Bandonbridge  appears  to  be  adopted,  and  the  Corporation  of 
that  town,  though  in  constitution  apparently  free,  is,  in  reality,  from  the  sectarian 
principles  on  which  its  members  act,  practically  close  and  exclusive. 

In  Cork  the  power  of  admission  on  claims  of  right  is  vested  in  the  common 
council,  that  of  admission  by  special  grace  in  the  general  body,  but  restricted  by 
bye-law  to  the  mere  approval  of  the  nominees  of  the  common  council. 

In  Ardee  the  power  of  admission  vested  in  the  general  body  is  similarly  restricted. 

In  the  Corporation  of  Carrickfergus  we  find  a contrast  to  the  generally  limited 
numbers  of  this  class.  The  power  of  admission  remains  in  the  general  body, 
and  it  appears  from  the  Local  Report  that  freemen  have  long  been  and  are  admitted 
there  in  numbers,  and  in  a manner  almost  amounting  to  universal  suffrage; 
yet  there  the  mayor  has  the  power  of  postponing  indefinitely  the  meeting  of  the 
Assembly  to  admit. 

The  policy  of  the  governing  bodies  has  induced  some  of  them  in  recent  instances 
to  endeavour  to  retrace  their  steps,  and  extend  more  liberally  the  Corporate  fran- 
chise, with  the  view  of  encountering  the  enlarged  leasehold  and  household  consti- 
tuency introduced  by  the  Reform  Bill.  Thus,  in  Clonmel,  rights  to  freedom,  not 
recognised  for  eighty  years  prior  to  that  Act  being  passed,  have  been  since 
admitted.  In  Dundalk,  it  was  attempted  to  introduce  a right  of  admis- 
sion by  birth,  but  unsuccessfully.  In  Waterford,  the  same  policy  has  led  to  the  re- 
laxation of  restrictions  previously  existing  to  the  attainment  of  freedom  as  of  right. 

In  Kinsale  and  Athlone,  freemen  were  admitted  in  large  numbers  in  1831,  for 
the  same  purpose,  but  the  attempt  was  defeated  by  the  provision  of  the  Reform  Act 
excluding  honorary  freemen  admitted  subsequently  to  the  30th  of  March  in  that  year. 

The  power  of  nominating  one,  or  in  some  cases  two  freemen  during  his  year 
of  office,  is  in  several  Corporations  allowed  to  the  chief  officer. 

The  acquisition  of  freedom  by  Purchase  appears  formerly  to  have  been  per- 
mitted in  many  Corporations,  but  we  have  not  anywhere  found  an  existing  right  of 
this  nature.  Payments,  as  fines,  are,  however,  made,  in  several  cases,  on  admission ; 
these  are  generally  small  in  amount,  but  at  Waterford,  where  the  freedom  confers 
valuable  commercial  privileges,  a fee  of  £20  is  paid  on  admissionAy  special  grace. 

In  counties  of  cities  and  counties  of  towns  the  acknowledged  rights  of  the  free- 
holders to  vote  at  elections  for  Members  of  Parliament,  while  it  has  served  to  main- 
tain the  general  independence  of  the  community,  has  had  a decided  though  indirect 
tendency  to  the  depression  of  the  freemen  as  a class.  The  freeholders,  who  thus 
possessed  the  most  valuable  civil  right,  without  control  of  the  Corporate  authorities, 
had  less  motive  to  seek  admission  as  freemen,  while  the  existence  of  an  independent 
body  of  electors  led,  for  the  purpose  of  counteracting  their  influence,  to  the  creation 
of  Non-resident  Freemen, — a practice,  on  the  part  of  the  Corporations,  for  the 
correction  of  which  the  Legislature  has  lately  interposed  by  one  of  the  provisions  of 
the  Reform  Act.  In  many  Corporations,  (we  may  instance  those  of  Galway, 
Limerick,  Cork,  and  Drogheda,)  the  creation  of  non-resident  freemen  has 
prevailed  to  an  extent  apparently  only  limited  by  the  necessity  of  providing  a 
sufficient  number  in  the  interest  of  the  Corporation  to  bear  down  the  resident 
freehold  constituency.  As  members  of  the  Corporations  for  general  municipal 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS  IN  IRELAND. 


15 


purposes,  the  non-resident  freemen  do  not  appear  to  have  interfered ; but  such 
rights  as  they  may  have  in  that  respect  remain  unaffected  by  the  provisions  of  the 
Reform  Act;  and  if  the  subject  of  contest  should  be  of  sufficient  importance,  they 
mjo-ht  still  be  resorted  to  by  the  governing  body  on  occasions  of  the  exercise  of 
Corporate  powers  where  vested  in  the  freemen  at  large. 

The  admission  of  non-residents  to  such  an  extent  seems  quite  inconsistent  with 
the  principles  of  municipal  government  and  incorporation,  and  with  the  spirit  of  the 
charters,  which  are  addressed  to  the  citizens,  commons,  inhabitants,  or  com- 
monalty of  the  Corporate  city  or  town,  and  abound  in  provisions  for  the  benefit 
and  exclusive  advantages,  commercial  and  civil,  of  those  residing  in  the  incor- 
porated districts.  We  find  the  Legislature  itself,  at  a very  early  period,  sanctioning 
and  enforcing  the  principle  and  policy  of  a resident  municipality,  by  a statute  of 
the  Irish  Parliament,  passed  in  the  tenth  year  of  Henry  VII.  (c.  7,)  which  enacts, 

“ That  no  City  or  great  Town  receive  or  admit  any  person  to  be  Alderman,  Juror, 
or  Freemen,  within  any  of  the  said  Cities  or  Towns,  but  such  persons  as  have  been 
prentice  or  been  continually  inhabitant  in  the  said  Cities  or  Towns;”  and  (after 
some  other  provisions),  “ that  if  any  City  or  Town  offend  the  premises  or  any 
part  thereof,  the  Mayor  and  Commons  of  any  such  City  or  Town,  by  whatever 
name  they  be  incorporated  by,  to  forfeit  an  hundred  marks  of  money  to  the  King, 
as  often  as  they  or  any  of  them  shall  offend  the  premises,  or  any  part  of  them.” 

In  practice,  however,  the  terms  of  the  charters  and  the  intention  of  the  Legis- 
lature have  alike  been  disregarded,  and  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  Parliament 
have  been  considered  as  penal,  but  not  prohibitory;  imposing  the  prescribed 
penalty  on  the  Corporation  which  violates  them,  but  not  invalidating  the  admis- 
sion of  the  persons  in  whose  favour  they  are  infringed. 

Election  Committees  of  the  House  of  Commons  have,  in  the  cases  of  Limerick, 

Wexford,  and  Waterford,  decided  that  the  rights  of  election  there  were  limited  to 
freemen  resident  at  the  time  of  admission ; but  these  decisions,  which  asserted  a 
principle  theretofore  habitually  violated  in  modern  practice,  have  proceeded 
on  evidence  of  the  ancient  bye-laws  and  usages  of  these  Corporations,  and  in  the 
case  of  Wexford  on  the  special  terms  of  the  charter.  In  the  case  of  Limerick, 
the  Legislature  has  interposed  by  the  Act  for  the  regulation  of  that  Corporation, 

4 Geo.  IV.  chap.  126 ; and  made  residence  at  the  time  of  admission  a necessary 
qualification  for  freedom. 

In  Carrickfergus,  also,  the  usage  has  been  in  conformity  with  this  principle. 

That  the  existence  of  such  Control  and  influence  in  such  a body  over  the  Ad-  Results  of  the  Con- 
mission  of  the  Members  is  a main  defect  in  the  constitution  of  the  Municipal 
Corporations,  the  results,  contrasted  with  the  objects  of  the  institutions,  appeal'  over  Admission, 
to  us  to  demonstrate. 

We  apprehend  the  term  Municipal  Corporation  may,  in  reference  to  our  pre- 
sent Inquiry,  and  on  a view  of  the  several  charters  which  have  come  under  our 
notice,  be  fairly  considered  to  mean  an  incorporation  of  persons,  inhabitants  of,  or 
connected  with,  a particular  place  or  district,  enabling  them  to  conduct  its  local 
civil  government.  Accordingly,  the  regulation  of  the  Municipal  District  and  its 
inhabitants,  the  preservation  of  the  public  peace  within  it  by  a magistracy  chosen 
by  and  from  the  incorporated  body,  and  the  administration  of  justice  to  the  com- 
munity in  domestic  tribunals,  are  among  the  principal  objects  for  which  proviapn 
is  made  in  the  various  charters  of  incorporation  appearing  to  have  been  granted 
from  time  to  time  to  the  corporate  cities  and  towns  in  Ireland.  Another  important 
object  of  many*  incorporations  was  the  election  of  Members  to  represent  their 
respective  cities  and  towns  in  Parliament.  A further,  and  one  which  appears 
to  have  engaged  more  attention  in  former  times  than  at  present,  was  the  protection 
and  regulation  of  the  local  trade  by  means  of  commercial  societies  or  guilds. 

It  appears  to  have  always  been  considered  conducive,  if  not  necessary,  to  the 
attainment  of  the  first  object  above  noticed, — that  of  providing  for  the  regulation  of 
the  municipal  district  and  its  inhabitants, — that  the  corporate  body  should  be 
invested  with  powers  to  make  ordinances  or  bye-laws  for  the  purpose,  and  that 
such  ordinances  would  be  the  more  binding  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  district,  and 
suited  to  their  interests,  if  made  with  their  common  assent.  "W e find,  therefore, 
that  in  nearly  all  the  charters  of  Municipal  Corporations  in  Ireland,  in  which  the 
power  of  making  bye-laws  is  expressly  given,  (even  in  those  the  most  restricted  in 
other  particulars,)  this  power  is  vested  in  the  whole  body,  including  the  commonalty 
equally  with  the  other  members.  ...  . 

All  the  other  objects  sought  by  their  creation  alike  imply  that  these  mstitu- . 
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tions  were  originally  designed  for  the  peculiar  and  common  benefit  of  the  residents 
of  the  corporate  district,  and  were  intended  to  be  identified  in  interest  with  them, 
and  entitled  to  their  confidence  and  support. 

But  the  consequences  of  such  exercise,  as  we  have  described,  of  the  power  of 
admission  to  the  freedom  of  the  Municipal  Corporations  in  Ireland,  have  been  to 
establish  a very  different  condition  of  those  bodies.  It  has  followed,  that  in  many 
towns  there  is  no  recognised  commonalty ; that  in  others,  where  existing  in  name, 
it  is  entirely  disproportioned  to  the  inhabitants,  and  consists  of  a very  small  portion, 
of  an  exclusive  character,  not  comprising  the  mercantile  interests,  nor  representing 
the  wealth,  intelligence,  or  respectability  of  the  town.  The  Corporations  are,  not 
without  reason,  looked  on  by  the  great  body  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Corporate  dis- 
tricts with  suspicion  and  distrust,  as  having  interests  distinct  from  and  adverse  to 
those  of  the  general  community,  whom  they  thus  studiously  exclude  from  a partici- 
pation in  the  municipal  government.  Their  members  frequently  consist  entirely 
of  the  relatives  and  adherents  of  particular  individuals  or  families,  and  the  princi- 
ples of  their  association,  and  those  which  regulate  admission  or  exclusion,  have 
rarely  any  connexion  with  the  common  benefit  of  the  district,  or  the  wishes  of  its 
inhabitants.  In  far  the  greater  number  of  the  close  Corporations,  the  persons  com- 
posing them  are  the  mere  nominees  of  the  “ Patron,”  or  “ Proprietor”  of  the 
borough ; while  in  those  apparently  more  enlarged  they  are  admitted  and  associated 
in  support  of  some  particular  political  interest,  most  frequently  at  variance  with 
the  majority  of  the  resident  inhabitancy. 

In  the  town  of  Belfast  the  whole  Municipal  Corporation  consists  of  the  sove- 
reign, the  lord  of  the  castle,  the  constable,  his  appointee,  twelve  self-elected 
burgesses,  and  six  freemen. 

In  Armagh  it  is  as  close. 

This  system  deserves  peculiar  notice  in  reference  to  Your  Majesty’s  Roman 
Catholic  subjects.  In  one  Corporation  alone,  that  of  Tuam,  the  majority  of  the 
governing  body  is  Roman  Catholic,  one  only  of  the  burgesses  being  a Protestant. 
Exclusion  of  The  laws  which  for  a series  of  years  operated  to  exclude  those  professing  the  Roman 
Roman  Catholics.  Catholic  religion  from  Corporations  were  repealed  in  the  year  1793,  by  the  statute 
33  Geo.  III.  c.  21 ; but  the  Roman  Catholics  have  hitherto  derived  little  practical 
advantage  from  the  change.  In  the  close  boroughs,  they  are  almost  universally  ex- 
cluded from  all  Corporate  privileges.  I n the  more  considerable  towns  they  have  rarely 
been  admitted  even  as  freemen,  and,  with  few  exceptions,  they  are  altogether  excluded 
from  the  governing  bodies.  In  some, — and  among  these  is  the  most  importaut 
Corporation  in  Ireland,  that  of  Dublin, — their  admission  is  still  resisted  on  avowed 
principles  of  sectarian  distinction.  Even  in  those  Corporations  where  rights 
to  freedom  are  acknowledged  and  conceded,  the  long  operation  of  the  penal  code 
having  prevented  the  acquisition  of  freedom  by  the  immediate  ancestors  of  the 
present  Roman  Catholic  population,  very  few  have  been  enabled  since  its  repeal  to 
establish  the  requisite  titles. 

The  admissions  which  have  taken  place,  whether  upon  a claim  of  right  or  by 
favour,  have,  for  the  most  part,  been  either  the  result  of  personal  influence  with  the 
members  of  the  governing  body,  or  compliments  to  individuals  of  wealth  or  popu- 
larity. With  the  exceptions  of  Tuam,  Galway,  Wexford,  and  Waterford,  the  rule 
i Exclusion. 

In  Londonderry,  at  the  passing  of  the  Reform  Act,  there  were  only  three  Roman 
Catholic  freemen. 

Previously  to  the  relaxation  of  the  penal  code  the  number  of  opulent  Roman 
. Catholics  residing  in  the  Corporate  cities  and  towns  was  necessarily  limited.  But 
since  those  changes  in  the  laws  which  have  enabled  them  to  share  in  the  general 
diffusion  of  wealth  and  in  the  benefits  of  unrestricted  industry,  they  have  risen  and 
multiplied  in  the  middle  and  upper  classes,  so  that,  in  most  of  the  cities  and  towns, 
they  constitute  not  only  a majority  of  the  whole  population,  but  a large  proportion 
of  the  more  opulent  orders.  We  feel  bound  to  submit  to  Your  Majesty  that  a 
system  of  municipal  polity,  which  excludes  such  a class  of  Your  Majesty’s  subjects 
from  all  substantial  corporate  privilege  and  power,  must  be  essentially  defective 
in  its  structure.  It  fails  to  secure  to  the  different  classes  of  the  local  community 
participation  in  the  regulation  of  their  own  concerns ; and  it  operates  far  more 
widely,  and  more  mischievously,  than  by  the  mere  denial  of  equal  pi-ivilege  to 
persons  possessing  perfect  equality  of  civil  worth ; for  in  places  where  the  great 
mass  of  the  population  is  Roman  Catholic,  and  persons  of  that  persuasion  are,  for 
• all  efficient  purposes,  excluded  from  Corporate  privilege,  the  necessary  result  is 
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that  the  municipal  magistracy  belongs  entirely  to  the  other  religious  persuasion ; 
and  the  dispensation  of  local  justice,  and  the  selection  of  juries,  being  committed 
to  the  members  of  one  class  exclusively,  it  is  not  surprising  that  such  administration 
of  the  laws  should  be  regarded  with  distrust  and  suspicion  by  the  other  and  more 
numerous  body.  . , 

The  unpopular  character  of  the  municipal  bodies  is  thus,  m too  many  cases, 
aggravated  by  their  being  considered  inimical,  on  the  ground  of  sectarian  feelings, 
to  a great  majority  of  the  resident  population,  and  they  become  instrumental  to  the 
continuance  of  the  unhappy  dissensions  which  it  has  so  long  been  the  policy  of  the 
Legislature  to  allay. 

We  have  hitherto  observed  on  the  mode  of  election  of  the  members  °f  Mermen  ^ur-6’ 
the  Municipal  Corporations,  and  on  the  defects  of  their  constitution,  as  they  gesses,  &c. 
relate  to  the  general  body  of  their  members,  distinguished  from  the  community 
or  inhabitants  at  large.  We  proceed  to  consider,  in  relation  to  these  branches 
of  our  Inquiry,  the  Superior  Classes,  and  the  Governing  Bodies  of  the  Corporations. 

The  superior  classes,  in  some  Corporations,  are  styled  “ Aldermen in  others, 
tt  Burgesses,”  or  “ Free  Burgesses and  in  some  there  are  two  such  classes ; the 
one  denominated  **  Aldermen,”  the  other  “ Burgesses.”  The  numbers  of  each  class 
are  usually  definite.  In  Cork  the  number  is  indefinite,  all  such  members  as  have 
served  the  office  of  Mayor  being  Aldermen.  In  the  Corporations  created  by 
James  I.  the  number  of  free  burgesses  rarely  exceeds  12.  These  classes  are,  for 
the  most  part,  self-elected. 

Where  a common  council  has  been  established  to  manage  the  entire  or  some 
portion  of  the  Corporate  affairs,  all  the  members  of  the  superior  classes  are,  with 
few  exceptions,  members  of  that  body.  There  are,  besides,  in  several  Corporations, 
representatives,  of  the  freemen  at  large,  selected  to  act  for  them  in  the  common 
councils. 

Actual  election,  by  the  freemen,  of  members,  as  their  representatives,  to  the 
council,  seldom  prevails.  In  Dublin,  96  members  are  returned  to  the  council  by 
the  guilds  of  trade  which  compose  the  Corporation  ; in  Drogheda  14.  To  these 
are  added,  in  the  two  latter  Corporations,  a separate  class  of  common  councilmen 
denominated  “ Sheriff’s  Peers,”  being  those  freemen  who  have  served  the  office  of 
sheriff.  In  Dublin  the  number  ot  sheriff’s  peers,  who  can  act  in  the  council,  is 
limited  to. 4 8 ; in  Drogheda  no  limit  has  been  fixed  to  the  number. 

In  Bandonbridge  12  common  councilmen  (though  now  without  any  distinct 
functions,)  are  elected  by  the  freemen.  In  Ardee,  where  there  are  24  burgesses, 
a select  body,  composed  of  six  burgesses  and  six  freemen,  is  elected  by  the  Cor- 
poration at  large.  InKinsale,  a single  individual,  called  “ the  Common  Speaker, 
is  the  representative  of  the  commonalty  in  the  council. 

In  other  Corporations,  the  supposed  representatives  of  the  freemen  or  commonalty 
in  the  council  are  nominated  by  the  superior  classes  of  the  Corporation,  or  by  the 
common  councils  themselves,  without  any  interference  in,  or  control  over  the  ap- 
pointment, permitted  to  the  body  at  large.  Thus,  in  Kilkenny,  where  there  are 
18  aldermen,  (who  elect  to  their  own  body,)  there  are  36  common  councilmen, 
who  are  elected  by  the  aldermen  and  common  councilmen;  and  in  Waterford 
there  are  19  aldermen  and  21  assistants  or  common  councilmen,  the  entire  council 
electing  the  aldermen  from  the  assistants,  and  the  assistants  from  the  freemen. 

In  Londonderry  and  Coleraine  similar  arrangements  have  been  established ; the 
common  councils  comprise  12  aldermen  and  24  burgesses ; the  aldermen  must  first 
he  burgesses,  and  the  burgesses  must  first  be  freemen ; the  common  council  elect 
to  both  classes.  . , 

In  Cork  the  common  council  consists  only  of  24  members,  comprising  the 
mayor,  recorder,  sheriffs,  and  aldermen,  and  so  many,  elected  by  the  freemen  from 
the  burgesses,  as  will  make  up  that  number.  A “ common  speaker  is  elected 
by,  and  is  supposed  to  represent  them ; but  although  he  is  admitted  to  the  meetings 
of  the  council,  he  is  not  permitted  to  vot§.  _ . . 

The  common  council  of  • Atlilone  consists  of  an  indefinite  number  ot  persons, 
usually,  as  at  present,  20,  who  are  selected  out  of  -the  burgesses  and  freemen;  the 
burgesses,  (12  in  number,)  and  the  members  of  the  council,  are  elected  by  the 
council  itself,  and  all  hold  for  life.  , 

In  some  Corporations  the  freemen  have  been  altogether  excluded  from  e 
governing  bodies.  In  Carrickfergus,  the  body  called  “ The  Assembly  is  com- 
posed of  17  aldermen,  and  24  burgesses ; each  class  is  self-elected ; the  aldermen 
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“ New  Rules." 


from  the  burgesses ; but  the  burgesses  not  necessarily,  and  in  practice  very  rarely, 
from  the  freemen.  In  the  greater  number  of  the  Corporations  created  by  James  I ’ 
the  free  burgesses  have  assumed  the  entire  government  of  the.  Corporate  affairs,  to 
the  exclusion  of  the  freemen  altogether. 

The  " New  Rules”  made  for  the  regulation  of  Corporations  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  II.,  under  the  peculiar  provisions  of  the  Act  of  .Explanation  before  alluded 
to,  extended  the  principle  of  self-election  in  some  Corporations,  and  made  other 
provisions  for  controlling  the  constitutions  of  these  bodies,  which  it  may  be  con- 
venient here  to  notice. 


The  Corporations  for  whose  government  the  ' 
provisions  are  those  of 

“ New  Rules”  make 

Dublin 

Atlilone 

Drogheda 

Londonderry 

Limerick 

Carrickfergus 

Galway 

Coleraine 

Cork 

Strabane 

W aterford 

Chari  emont 

Kinsale 

Trim 

Youghal 

Dundalk 

Cashel 

Kilkenny 

Clonmel 

Wexford  and  Ross. 

In  Drogheda,  Limerick,  and  Galway,  the  elections  of  all  the  Corporate  officers 
are  exclusively  restricted  to  the  common  councils  of  those  Corporations,  and  it 
is  ordained  that  no  matter  shall  be  debated  in  any  general  assembly  in  them 
until  it  shall  have  first  passed  the  common  council.  The  “New  Rules”  for 
all  the  above  Corporations,  except  that  of  Drogheda,  require  the  names  of  the 
mayor,  or  other  chief  magistrate,  sheriffs,  recorder,  and  town  clerk,  to  be  sub- 
mitted for  approval  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Privy  Council  of  Ireland. 


General  Constitu-  the  Corporations  created  by  King  James  I.,  the  Corporate  Body  was 

S^e^SveSe011  made, to  consist  of  a chief  officer>  twelve  or  more  free  burgesses,  and  a com- 
Classes.  monalty. 

To  the  chief  officer  and  free  burgesses  was  exclusively  given  the  Election  of 
the  chief  officers,  the  supplying  vacancies  in  the  body  of  free  burgesses,  the 
admission  of  freemen,  and  the  return  of  Members  to  Parliament.  The  powers 
of  making  bye-laws,  and  electing  inferior  officers,  are  generally  the  only 
Corporate  functions  in  the  exercise  of  which  the  commonalty  or  freemen  are 
enabled  to  join. 

Similar  in  effect,  though  not  always  with  the  same  simplicity  of  form,  are  the 
constitutions  of  nearly  all  the  Irish  Municipal  Corporations  ; and  the  condition  of 
those,  in  which  more  popular  principles  are  found,  affords  generally  but  an 
apparent  exception  to  the  prevailing  character  of  the  governing  bodies.  We  have 
before,  in  noticing  the  existing  state  of  the  Corporations,  specified  those  in  which  ■ 
alone  the  commonalty  or  freemen  have  any  voice  in,  or  control  over  the  election  of 
the  Corporate  officers,  or  the  management  of  some  of  the  Corporate  business- 
but  there  are  few,  even  of  them,  in  which  the  election  of  the  governing  class  is 
effectively  vested_m  the  general  body.  Thus  in  Bandonbridge,  Carrickfergus, 
Cashel  Galway  Kinsale,  Limerick,  Monaghan,  Tuam,  and  Wicklow,  the  govern- 
ing body  is  self-elected.  In  Callan  the  entire  Corporate  Body  comprises  about 
twenty  members,  among  whom  there  is  no  apparent  distinction  of  Corporate 
power,  and  a 1 are  the  mere  nominees  of  a patron.  The  Corporations  of  Ardee, 
Dingle,  Dundalk,  Naas,  and  Navan,  maybe  almost  similarly  described,  with  some 
variation  as  to  numbers.  The  Corporation  of  Maryborough  has  but  a nominal  if  * 
any,  existence.  In  Drogheda  part  of  the  governing  body,  or  Assembly,  “the 
Aldermen,  are  self-elected;  part,  the  sheriffs’ peers,  elected  by  the  Assembly 
and  the  remainder  elected  for  life  by  guilds  of  trades.  In  Clonmel  the  burgesses 
are  elected  by  the  general  body,  but  they  can  only  elect  persons  proposed  to  them 
by  the  common  council,  which  body  has,  in  fact,  the  entire  control  over  the 
elections  by  its  possession  of  the  exclusive  function  of  admitting  freemen.  The 
election  of  all  the  members  of  the  Corporations  of  Trim,  Youghal,  and 
Wexford  is  vested  in  the  entire  Corporate  Body  in  each ; but  the  last  is,  perhaps, 
the  only  one  of  these  in  which  a practically  open  constitution  exists  ; as,  m Trim, 
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from  the  exclusive  sectarian  feelings  of  the  body,  and  in  Youghal,  from  the  sole 
power  of  proposing  freemen  exercised  by  the  mayor,  and  the  subjection  of  the 
Corporation  to  its  Patron,  the  Corporate  Bodies  consist,  in  the  one,  of  a very 
limited  section  of  the  community,  in  the  other  of  the  mere  nominees  and  ad- 
herents of  an  individual. 

The  constitutions  of  the  cities  of  Dublin  and  Cork  require  more  particular 
notice. 

The  Corporation  of  the  eity  of  Dublin  is  the  only  one  in  which  all  the  Dis- 
members of  the  select  or  governing  body  are  not  elected  for  life.  The  common 
council  consists  of  two  bodies,  which  sit  apart;  the  lord  mayor  and  board  of 
aldermen  in  one  chamber,  the  sheriffs  and  commons  in  another.  The  commons 
are  composed  of  the  sheriffs’  peers,  who  are  not  to  exceed  48,  but  in  practice  are 
not  so  numerous,  and  of  96  members  elected  and  returned  triennially  by  the 
various  guilds  of  trades  of  which  the  Corporation  is  composed.  The  right  of 
election  in  all  these  guilds,  for  their  respective . representatives,  is  open  to  the 
general  body  of  their  members,  with  the  restriction  that  no  person  can  vote  for  com- 
mon councilmen  in  more  than  one  guild.  The  sheriffs  are  elected  by  the  lord 
mayor  and  aldermen  out  of  a certain  number  of  citizens  returned  to  them  for  that 
purpose  by  the  commons ; the  aldermen  by  the  commons,  out  of  a certain 
number  of  sheriffs’  peers  elected  and  returned  to  them  by  the  lord  mayor  and 
board  of  aldermen.  The  lord  mayor  is  elected  by  the  board  of  aldermen  out  of 
the  aldermen,  but  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  commons.  The  sheriffs’  peers 
and  aldermen  are  members  of  the  common  council  for  life. 

We  have  noticed  in  our  observations  on  the  admission  of  freemen  the  absolute 
control  exercised  by  the  common  council  of  Dublin  over  the  admissions,  a control 
which,  directed  by  the  avowed  sectarian  feelings  of  this  Corporation,  has  practically 
rendered  its  governing  body,  not  the  representatives  of  the  general  community  of 
the  metropolis,  but  the  head  of  a limited  portion  of  the  inhabitants,  comparatively 
few  in  number,  and  avowedly  exclusive  in  opinion. 

By  the  constitution  of  the  Corporation  of  Cork  a more  direct  power  is  vested  in  Cork, 
the  body  of  freemen.  There  is  a select  body,  or  common  council,  consisting  of 
the  mayor,  recorder,  sheriffs,  and  aldermen,  and  as  many  elected  from  the 
burgesses  as  will  make  the  number  twenty-four.  The  acts  of  this  body  are 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Court  of  Freemen,  called  the  Court  of  d’Oyer 
Hundred,  and  the  election  of  its  members  is  vested  in  this  court ; — but  the  freedom 
of  choice  is,  in  practice,  by  means  of  an  association  of  a certain  class  of  the  free- 
men, of  exclusive  political  opinions  and  religious  profession,  called  “ The  Friendly 
Club,”  entirely  under  the  control  of  this  self-constituted  body. 

With  such  exceptions  as  we  have  thus  noticed,  the  governing  bodies  of  the  Irish 
Corporations  are  self-elected  and  irresponsible ; yet  in  such  bodies  the  admission 
of  members,  the  selection  of  the  local  officers,  judges,  magistrates,  and  police, 
the  administration  of  the  patronage,  property,  and  funds  of  the  Corporations,  and 
the  general  conduct  and  disposition  of  the  affairs  of  the  municipality,  are  abso- 
lutely vested. 

This  serious  defect  in  the  constitutions  of  the  Municipal  Corporations  is  aggra- 
vated by  the  fact,  that  the  majority  of  the  members  are  frequently  non-residents. 

If  the  governing  bodies,  as,  we  apprehend,  the  general  principles  of  municipal  Non-residence, 
law  and  the  charters  of  the  Irish  Corporations  required,  consisted  of  individuals 
resident  in  the  respective  Corporate  towns,  the  bodies  might,  to  some  extent, 
be  regarded  as  identified  with  the  community  over  which  they  presided,  and  a 
guarantee  of  some  practical  value  would  exist  for  that  attention  to  the  local 
government  which  it  was  the  object  of  the  incorporation  to  provide;  but  the 
political  spirit  of  the  times  induced  the  Legislature,  in  the  year  1747,  to  dispense 
with  the  important  qualification  of  Residence  for  Corporate  offices  in  all,  save  a very 
few,  of  the  Irish  Corporations,  by  the  statute  21  Geo.  II.,  chap.  10,  sec.  8,  of  the 
Irish  Parliament,  which,  reciting  that  “ * many  of  the  towns  Corporate  and  boroughs, 
not  being  cities  which  send  Members  to  Parliament,  had  been  obliged,  for  want  of 
Protestant  inhabitants  resident  in  the  precincts  ofsaid  towns  Corporate  and  boroughs, 
to  elect  into  the  offices  of  burgesses  and  other  offices  in  the  said  Corporations  per- 
sons who  did  not  inhabit,  or  could  not  be  resident,  in  the  precincts  thereof ; that 
it  had  been  questioned  whether  persons,  not  inhabitants  within  said  Corporation, 
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could,  within  the  letter  of  their  respective  charters,  or  some  of  them,  be  elected 
into  or  act  as  burgesses  or  other  officers  within  such  towns  Corporate  or  boroughs ; 
and  that  it  still  continued  impracticable  in  most  of  the  said  towns  Corporate  and 
boroughs  to  find  Protestant  inhabitants,  who,  on  account  of  their  circumstances, 
were  fit  to  he  trusted  in  such  offices,”  enacted,  “ that  no  person  who  had  been  or 
should  be  in  all  other  respects  duly  elected  and  admitted  into  any  of  the  said  offices 
or  franchises,  in  any  town  Corporate  or  borough  not  being  a city,  should  be  ousted 
out  of  any  such  office  or  franchise  as  aforesaid,  or  he  any  ways  sued,  prosecuted, 
or  molested  for,  or  by  reason  only  of  his  not  being  an  inhabitant  of,  or  resident 
within,  said  town  Corporate  or  borough,  at  the  time  of  his  election,  but  should  hold, 
exercise,  and  enjoy  such  office  or  franchise  as  fully  and  effectually  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  as  if  such  person  or  persons  was  or  were  inhabitants  of,  or  resided  within 
such  town  Corporate  or  borough  at  the  time  of  election.” 

The  effect  of  this  enactment  was,  to  deprive  a vast  number  of  the  Corpora- 
tions of  a resident  governing  body.  In  some  cases  a few,  rarely  the  majority  in 
number,  of  the  Municipal  Council  were  inhabitants  of  the  town,  while  in  some  the 
whole  chartered  body  of  burgesses  became  composed  of  non-residents,  some  of 
whom  formally  attended  at  elections  of  the  Corporate  officers  and  Members  to 
Parliament,  or  on  occasions  of  the  disposition  of  Corporate- property,  but  in  no  other 
way  interfered  in  the  local  government.  In  many  of  the  existing  Corporations 
this  anomalous  and  injurious  practice  still  continues,  and  the  attending  members,  on 
occasion  of  election  to  Corporate  offices,  are  so  few,  that  the  validity  of  the  Corporate 
proceedings,  and  the  very  existence  of  the  Corporation,  become  subjects  of  doubt. 

Some  Charters  gave  a direct  power  of  interference  and  control  in  the  Corporate 
elections  to  the  lord  of  the  manor  or  landed  proprietor  of  the  town  in  which  the 
Corporation  was  established,  while,  in  others,  the  powers  given  to  a small,  self- 
elected  body,  became  naturally  centred  in  its  most  influential  member. 

With  few  exceptions  the  influence  once  acquired  by  persons  of  rank  or  pro- 
perty in  the  Corporations  was  without  difficulty  perpetuated  by  the  powers  of  self- 
election in  the  ruling  bodies ; until,  by  degrees,  in  many,  the  Corporate  bodies 
became  (as  we  have  found  them,  and  as  they  appear  to  have  been  for  a series  of 
years)  composed  almost  exclusively  of  the  family  or  immediate  dependants  and 
nominees  of  the  individual  recognised  as  the  “ Patron”  or  “ Proprietor,”  and 
acting  solely  according  to  his  dictation,  and  for  his  purposes,  in  the  election  of  the 
municipal  officers,  the  administration  of  the  Corporate  property  and  affairs,  and 
the  return  of  Members  to  Parliament  for  the  borough. 

The  power  of  electing  non-resident  burgesses,  given  by  the  statute  we  have  re- 
ferred to,  was  instrumental  in  preserving  to  the  patron  this  predominant  influence. 

We  cannot  reconcile  with  any  reasonable  principles  of  municipal  government, 
the  condition  to  which  so  great  a number  of  the  Irish  Corporations  have  been  thus 
reduced,  the  inhabitants  excluded  from  participation  in  the  election  of  the  Cor- 
porate authorities  or  the  management  of  the  Corporate  affairs,  and  the  whole  power 
of  local  government  vested  in  a non-resident  body,  exercising  or  neglecting  it  as 
suits  the  wishes  or  convenience  of  their  patron. 

The  influence  thus  acquired  became  regarded  as  the  property  of  its  possessor, 
and  was  transmitted  as  part  of  the  family  inheritance  to  his  descendants.  In  some 
instances,  it  was  made  the  subject  of  pecuniary  purchase ; in  some,  as  in  the  case  of 
W aterford,  partitioned,  by  agreement,  between  contending  interests ; and  this 
species  of  property  was  formally  recognised  as  the  subject  ot  compensation,  when 
the  Legislative  Union  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  deprived  many  of  the 
Corporate  towns,  or  rather  their  patrons  or  proprietors,  of  the  privilege  of  returning 
Members  to  the  Irish  Parliament. 

The  list  of  towns  we  have  given,  in  which  the  Municipal  Corporations  have 
become  extinct  since  that  period,  shows  the  purposes  to  which  the  patrons  looked 
in  the  preservation  of  the  nominal  constitution  of  the  Corporate  body,  and  demon- 
strates the  inefficacy  of  the  Corporate  institutions  to  answer  the  useful  objects  of 
their  foundation. 

Many  of  those  which  were  then  allowed  the  privilege  of  returning  a Member 
to  the  Imperial  Parliament  still  retain  a Municipal  Corporation  under  the  same 
system  of  patronage,  which  also  prevails  in  several  of  the  other  subsisting  Corpora- 
tions, where  the  administration  of  Corporate  property,  and  the  emoluments  of 
Corporate  office,  are  of  sufficient  importance,  either  in  profit  or  influence,  to  make 
its  retention  an  object  of  consideration. 
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The  local  Reports  exhibit  the  mode  in  which  this  influence  is  still  exercised, 
and  the  purposes  to  which  it  is  made  subservient. 

In  Bandonbridge  and  Tralee,  the  patrons  have  contributed  to  the  maintenance 
of  the  municipal  officers ; in  Bandonbridge,  the  patron  paid  the  salaries  of  the 
different  officers  until  1833,  when  he  apprized  the  Corporation  that  he  would  no 
longer  continue  to  do  so,  and  “ discharged  them  of  the  trust”  which  they  held  for 
him.  In  Tralee,  the  greatest  part  of  the  provost’s  income  is  derived  from  tolls, 
which  are  the  property  of  the  patron  of  that  borough,  and  which  he  has  for  some 
years  permitted  the  provost  to  receive. 

In  treating  of  the  Defects  in  the  Municipal  Corporations,  regard  must  be  had  to  General  Defects, 
two  perfectly  distinct  considerations.  First,  of  their  structure  and  operation  with 
reference  to  the  classes  which  compose  them.  Secondly,  of  their  structure  and 
operation  with  reference  to  the  nature  of  the  communities  in  which  they  are 
placed,  and  to  the  condition  of  civil  society  at  the  present  day,  contrasted  with  what 
it  was,  when  these  municipalities  were  first  called  into  existence. 

As  to  the  structure  and  operation  of  these  bodies,  with  reference  to  their  com- 
ponent members,  particular  defects  in  the  constitutions  are  noticed  in  the  separate 
Reports  as  they  came  under  our  observation.  Those  which  appear  to  us  to  prevail 
generally,  and  to  influence  most  injuriously,  the  condition  of  the  Corporations,  are. 

First,  The  power  of  self-election  in  the  governing  bodies ; 

Secondly,  The  absolute  control  vested  in  these  bodies  over  admission  to  the  Cor- 
porate franchise ; 

Thirdly,  The  dispensation  with  residence,  as  a qualification  in  their  members  and 
officers. 

But  the  most  important  consideration,  relative  to  these  municipalities,  is  that 
which  has  reference  to  the  nature  and  condition  of  the  Existing  communities  with 
which  they  are  connected,  and  to  the  exclusion  of  the  inhabitants  at  large  from  an 
effective  place  and  voice  in  the  management  of  the  local  concerns  and  funds,  and 
in  the  appointment  and  control  of  the  officers. 

If  self-election  were  abolished — if  residence  were  enforced — if  all  existing 
rights  to  freedom  were  everywhere  admitted,  and  the  freemen  at  large  shared  the 
power  of  electing  the  officers  and  regulating  the  concerns  in  each  municipality,  the 
basis  of  the  Corporation  would  be  enlarged,  but  the  change  would  not  ensure  a 
fan-  representation  of  the  whole  local  community. 

The  freemen,  in  Corporations  the  most  popular,  consist  of  two  classes ; those  en- 
titled by  birth,  servitude,  or  marriage ; and  those  admitted,  not  upon  any  claim  of 
right,  but  by  mere  favour.  It  follows,  that  if  the  whole  Corporate  power  were 
given  to  the  freemen  at  large,  the  Corporate  body,  so  far  as  there  was  admission  by 
right,  would  consist  of  persons  not  necessarily  possessed  of  substantial  property, 
nor  necessarily  including  a representation  of  the  different  classes  of  the  community. 

So  far  as  there  was  admission  by  favour,  it  would  be,  in  effect,  purely  self- 
elected.  It  is  plain  that  such  a body  might  exist,  with  all  the  forms  of  popular 
election,  and  with  a large  number  of  freemen  as  its  basis,  and  yet  continue  for 
generations  to  represent  only  a section  of  the  inhabitants. 

< The  creation  of  a class  exclusively  privileged,  from  its  connexion  (by  servitude, 
birth,  or  marriage)  with  the  members  of  the  Corporation,  whether  divided  into 
guilds,  or  not  comprising  such  establishments,  may  have  been  a scheme  of  local 
polity  accommodated  to  the  constitution  of  things  which  existed  at  the  origin  of 
these  institutions.  But  the  changes  which  society  has  since  undergone,  the  diffu- 
sion of  wealth,  and  the  security  of  its  enjoyment,  among  persons  engaged  in  traffic, 
who  have  not  served  any  apprenticeships  to  particular  trades,  demonstrate  that  the 
structure  of  these  Corporations  was  planned  for  purposes  which,  in  the  altered 
condition  of  society,  are  not  suited  to  the  wants  or  accordant  with  the  circum- 
stances of  existing  communities. 

We  do  not  hesitate  to  submit  to  Your  Majesty,  as  one  great  and  pervading 
defect  in  the  structure  and  constitution  of  these  Corporations,  that  they  provide 
no  means  and  contain  no  constituency  by  which  the  property,  the  interests,  or  the 
wishes  of  the  whole  local  community  may  be  secured  a fair  representation  in  the 
Corporate  Body. 

The  ill  effects  of  withdrawing  the  management  and  direction  of  municipal  affairs 
from  the  control  and  vigilance  of  the  community,  and  from  responsible  authorities, 
have  been  long  felt.;  and  endeavours  have  been  made  by  Parliament  to  remedy  the 
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Officers. 
Mayor,  &c. 


Sheriffs. 


Recorder. 


Coroner. 


Town  Clerk. 


Treasurer. 


Inferior  Officers. 


Pecuniary  Qualifi- 
tion. 


evil,  and  to  provide  for  tlie  due  exercise  of  municipal  functions,  in  relation  to  the 
paving,  lighting,  cleansing,  watching,  and  improving  of  Corporate  towns,  by  various 
local  Acts,  vesting  such  authorities  in  separate  boards,  either,  as  in  Dublin,  under  the 
appointment  and  control  of  the  Crown,  or,  as  elsewhere,  in  select  bodies  of  the  inha- 
bitants, under  the  names  of  commissioners,  elected  by  the  resident^  householders, 
who  contribute  to  the  necessary  assessments;  in  the  latter  class  of  cases  recognising 
the  value  of  election  by  the  general  inhabitancy,  without  other  distinction  than  the 
degree  in  which  they  contribute  to  the  exigencies  of  the  town,  as  well  as  the  necessity 
of  submitting  the  expenditure  and  accounts  of  the  public  funds  to  the  vigilance  and 
control  of  the  people  themselves. 

These  principles  have  been  extensively  adopted  in  the  recent  enactments  of  the 
statute  9 Geo.  IV.  c.  82,  which  provide  for  the  establishment  in  Corporate  and 
other  towns,  in  Ireland,  of  a resident  board  for  these  useful  purposes,  elected  trien- 
nially  by  and  from  the  inhabitant  householders,  and  the  provisions  of  which  we 
have  found  already  in  force  in  many  Corporate  towns. 

These  and  other  late  Acts  of  the  Legislature  relating  to  borough  constituencies 
in  the  several  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom  we  humbly  submit  to  be  deserving 
of  Your  Majesty’s  Royal  consideration,  in  determining  what  constituency  is  required, 
and  may  form  the  surest  basis  for  any  reform  or  new  establishment  of  the  Municipal 
Corporations  in  Ireland. 

The  mode  of  electing  and  appointing  the  officers  of  the  Municipal  Corporations 
will  conclude  this  branch  of  our  Inquiry. 

A chief  Officer  is  annually  elected  in  each  of  the  Municipal  Corporations,  under 
the  title  of  “ Mayor,”  “ Provost,”  “ Portreeve,”  or  “ Sovereign.”  In  Maryborough 
the  title  of  this  officer  is  “ Burgomaster.” 

In  the  Corporate  districts  which  are  counties  of  cities  and  counties  of  towns, 
and  in  London  deny,  which  is  a county  and  city,  two  Sheriffs  are  also  annually 
elected.  In  some  other  Corporations,  as  Athlone,  Athy,  Cashel,  Clonmel,  Kells, 
Naas,  Portarlington,  Wexford,  and  Youghal,  we  find  two  officers  annually  elected 
under  the  name  of  Bailiffs,  Provosts,  or  Portreeves,  whose  position  and  functions 
bear  analogy  to  those  of  sheriffs  ; and  in  the  charters  which  first  give  the  latter  title 
it  is  expressly  substituted  for  that  of  bailiffs,  which  appears  to  have  been  the  early 
designation  of  such  officers. 

The  office  of  Recorder  is  in  some  cases  expressly  created  by  charter ; in  some  we 
have  found  such  an  officer  appointed  without  this  authority.  The  appointment  is 
in  some  cases,  in  form,  annual.  In  Dublin  and  some  other  Corporations,  it  has 
been  made  permanent  by  statute.  The  qualification  of  being  a barrister  is  generally 
required  for  this  office,  whether  prescribed  by  charter  or  not.  The  office  of 
recorder  is  rarely  united  with  that  of  town  clerk.  A provision  to  that  effect  occurs 
in  the  charters  of  some  unimportant  towns ; but  in  practice  the  offices  are  almost 
everywhere  distinct. 

The  office  of  Coroner  for  the  Corporate  district  is,  in  some  places,  united  with 
that  of  mayor  or  provost ; in  others  (and  we  think  more  properly)  it  is  a separate 
office.  There  are  very  many  Corporations  without  such  an  officer. 

A Town  Clerk,  who  in  counties  of  cities  and  towns  is  also  usually  the  clerk  of  the 
peace,  is  a common  officer  in  all  the  Corporations.  In  Limerick  he  is  also  Clerk 
of  the  Crown. 

In  those  where  the  revenues  are  of  importance,  a Treasurer  or  chamberlain  is 
appointed. 

Officers  of  ceremony,  as  swordbearers  or'macebearers ; and  of  police,  as  con- 
stables, serjeants  at  mace,  or  town  serjeants  ; and  other  Inferior  Officers  of  various 
denominations,  as  criers,  bellmen,  &c.,  are  found  in  most  Corporate  cities  and 
towns. 

The  only  Pecuniary  Qualification  we  have  found  required  for  Corporate  office  is 
in  Dublin,  where  the  sheriffs  must  by  statute  be  possessed  of  £2,000  each.  An 
oath  of  qualification  to  this  amount  is  required  to  be  taken  by  candidates  for  the 
office ; but  instances  have  occurred  of  its  administration  being  evaded. 
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By  the  earlier  charters,  as  we  have  already  observed,  no  exclusion  of  any  class  Election  of. 
from  the  right  of  election  of  the  Corporate  officers  was  provided.  In  those  of  James  I. 
and  his  successors,  the  power  of  electing  the  chief  officers  and  burgesses  has  been 
given  to  the  governing  bodies,  while  the  election  of  serjeants  at  mace  and  other 
inferior  officers  was  left  to  the  entire  Corporate  body.  In  practice,  however,  from 
the  present  condition  of  the  great  majority  of  the  Corporations,  this  distinction  is 
of  no  importance,  and  in  general  we  may  say  that  the  election  and  appointment  of 
the  Corporate  officers  are  in  all,  save  the  few  hereinafter  noticed,  vested  in  the  self- 
elected  bodies  we  have  already  described. 

The  restrictions  imposed  on  the  Corporations  by  the  “ New  Rules”  have  been 
before  stated.  It  is  only  necessary  here  to  repeat,  that  by  them  the  elections  to  all 
the  offices  of  the  Corporations  of  Drogheda,  Galway,  and  Limerick,  are  limited  to 
the  common  councils  of  those  places. 

In  Carrickfergus  the  chief  officers  are  elected  by  a general  assembly  of  all  the 
classes  of  the  Corporation. 

In  Bandonbridge,  Dublin,  Monaghan,  Tuam,  and  Wicklow,  although  above 
enumerated  among  the  Corporations  in  which  freemen  have  some  power,  vet 
the  select  or  governing  bodies,  constituted  as  we  have  described,  exercise 
exclusive  powers  of  election.  The  observations  we  have  made  on  the  constitution 
and  election  of  burgesses  in  Ardee,  Callan,  Clonmel,  Dingle,  Dundalk,  Mary- 
borough, Naas,  Navan,  Trim,  Wexford,  and  Youghal,  apply  equally  to  the  mode 
of  election  and  appointment  of  all  the  officers  of  those  Corporations. 

In  Cashel  the  recorder  is  elected  by  the  aldermen ; the  mayor,  bailiffs,  and  town 
clerk  are  nominally  submitted  to  an  election  by  the  freemen  in  their  common  hall ; 
but  this  is  a mere  form,  the  governing  body  in  effect  constituting  that  assembly 
also.  The  inferior  officers  appear  to  be  appointed  without  even  this  ceremony,  by 
the  mayor  alone. 

In  Kinsale  the  sovereign,  recorder,  and  other  officers,  are  elected  by  the  general 
body  in  a Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred;  but  as  the  common  council  of  that  corpora- 
tion claims  the  exclusive  power  of  admitting  freemen,  and  no  right  to  freedom  is 
recognised,  the  elections.of  Corporate  officers  may  be  said  to  be  made  by  the  common 
council. 

In  Cork  all  the  officers  are  elected  by  the  general  body  of  freemen,  in  the  Court  Cork, 
of  D’Oyer  Hundred  ; but  the  bye-laws  of  the  Corporation,  and  the  exclusive  associa- 
tion of  “ The  Friendly  Club,”  already  alluded  to,  in  that  city,  practically  defeat  this 
freedom  of  election,  and  reduce  the  constitution  in  its  most  important  branch  to  an 
idle  form.  The  mode  in  which  this  is  effected  is  as  follows : 

By  a bye-law  of  1721,  the  mode  of  election  of  the  mayor  is  prescribed  to  be  by 
drawing  by  ballot  from  a hat  the  names  of  five  of  the  resident' burgesses  who  have 
served  the  office  of  sheriff,  and  out  of  those  five  the  freemen  are  to  elect  one  to  the 
office  of  mayor  for  the  ensuing  year.  “ The  Friendly  Club”  established  as  one  of 
their  rules,  that  all  the  members  of  it  were  bound  to  vote  for  the  senior  burgess  of  the 
five  whose  names  are  so  drawn,  and  thus  by  the  influence  of  this  large  body,  of  tvhom 
above  300  are  resident  in  the  city,  the  election  of  this  chance  candidate  became 
perfectly  secure.  By  a late  relaxation  of  the  rule,  to  prevent  the  election  of  an 
obnoxious  individual  to  the  office  of  mayor,  the  members  are  now  at  liberty  to  vote 
for  either  of  the  two  senior  burgesses  whose  names  are  drawn.  The  election  of 
sheriffs  is  even  more  directly  subjected  to  the  exclusive  influence  of  this  association, 
two  of  the  candidates  for  that  office  being  first  nominated  and  chosen  in  the  club 
and  from  its  members,  and  another  rule  binding  all  the  members  to  support  the 
candidates  so  chosen.  As  the  burgesses  of  this  Corporation  are  those  who  have 
served  the  office  of  sheriff,  and  the  mayor  must  be  elected  from  the  burgesses,  while 
the  aldermen  are  only  those  who  have  served  the  office  of  mayor,  it  is  plain  that  the 
union  and  arrangements,  of  “The  Friendly  Club”  have  substantially  vested  in  that 
body  the  entire  dominion  of  the  Corporation. 

The  charters  do  not  contain  an  express  prohibition  of  the  Re-election  of  the  same  Re-election, 
individual  to  Corporate  offices.  In  some  cases  a constructive  1‘estriction  of  this 
nature  is  imposed,  by  providing  that  the  mayor,  or  other  chief  officer,  shall  be 
sworn  into  office  before  his  successor,  but  the  practice  is  frequently  not  in  con- 
formity with  this  principle.  In  some,  the  constitution  of  the  body  practically  pre- 
vents such  re-election,  by  placing  the  officer,  at  the  expiration  of  his  year  of 
office,  in  a particular  class  of  the  Corporation,  distinct  from  that  out  of  which  he 
M.  C.I.  * G 
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lias  been  elected.  Thus,  in  Cork,  the  ex-mayor  becomes  an  alderman,  and  the 
ex-sheriffs  burgesses;  in  Dublin  the  ex-sheriffs  become  sheriffs’  peers.  The 
local  Act,  for  the  regulation  of  the  Corporation  of  Limerick,  provides  that  no 
person  shall  be  elected  sheriff  for  three  years  after  he  shall  have  served  the  office. 
In  many  Corporations  the  same  individual  has  for  years  performed  the  functions 
of  chief  magistrate,  either  by  continued  re-election,  or  by  being  appointed  alter- 
nately either  principal  or  deputy.  In  Carrickfergus,  Galway,  and  Kilkenny,  the 
same  persons  continue  for  several  successive  years  in  office  as  sheriffs,  contrary 
to  the  policy  of  the  law  as  to  that  officer,  and  to  the  express  provisions  of  the 
Legislature  as  to  sheriffs  of  counties  at  large.  The  same  practice  long  prevailed 
in  Limerick,  before  the  enactment  of  the  statute  we  have  just  referred  to. 

Deputies,  The  power  of  appointing  deputies  is  in  some  charters  given  to  the  mayor,  pro- 

vost, or  other  chief  officer,  and  to  the  recorder.  This  power  is  sometimes  exercised 
in  the  case  of  the  latter  officer ; the  propriety  of  such  delegation  of  magisterial  and 
judicial  functions  is  very  questionable.  The  members  of  the  governing  classes,  who 
are  non-resident,  usually,  if  appointed  to  the  office  of  chief  magistrate,  depute  the 
exercise  of  its  functions  to  some  resident  member,  and  the  same  appointee  of  an  indivi- 
dual frequently  holds  the  power  and  authority  of  the  office  for  many  years,  although 
the  charters  usually  limit  the  power  of  appointing  a deputy  to  occasions  of  the 
illness  or  necessary  absence  of  the  officer,  and  plainly  import  that  residence 
in  the  Corporate  town  was  at  least  an  implied  condition  of  the  tenure  of  his  office. 
But  while  the  dispensation  as  to  residence,  given  by  the  statute  21  Geo.  II.  c.  10, 
above  mentioned,  is  permitted  to  continue,  the  power  of  appointing  a deputy  to  the 
chief  magistrate  seems  its  necessary  consequence. 

The  power  given  by  law  to  sheriffs  to  delegate  the  duties  of  that  office  to  their 
sub-sheriffs  has  been  acted  on  in  Dublin  in  a manner  which  is  substantially  a fam- 
ing of  that  office,  and  not  always  to  the  sub-sheriff  himself,  but  to  certain  individuals 
who  act  as  clerks  or  in  subordinate  stations  in  the  Sheriff’s  Office.  These  persons 
sometimes  recommend  a nominal  sub-sheriff,  for  whom  they  provide  the  necessary 
security  (£20,000);  they  engage  to  pay  to  each  high-sheriff  a certain  sum,  varying 
from  £1,200  to  £1,500,  and  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  office,  and  a small  salary  to 
the  nominal  sub-sheriff.  The  ordinary  duties  of  the  office  are  performed  by  these 
clerks,  the  sub-sheriff  being  merely  nominal,  while  the  high-sheriffs  decline 
interference  with  the  details  of  business,  lest  it  might  prejudice  the  security 
given  for  the  conduct  of  the  sub- sheriff.  Thus  absolute  control  over  these  very 
important  public  duties  is  placed  in  the  hands  of  individuals  filling  no  ostensible 
station,  and  deeply  interested  by  the  terms  of  their  bargain  in  the  rigid  exaction 
of  the  official  fees.  In  the  Report  on  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  Dublin, 
this  subject,  and  the  conduct  of  that  office,  are  more  fully  detailed,  and  we  humbly 
submit  them  to  Your  Majesty’s  Royal  consideration,  as  deserving  attention  and 
early  correction. 

Fourth  Head.  IV.  The  Privileges  of  the  Freemen  and  other  Members. 

Privileges  of  Free- 

We  have  above  observed  upon  the  privileges  exercised  or  possessed  by  the 
freemen,  and  other  members  of  the  Municipal  Corporations,  in  the  election  and 
appointment  of  the  members  and  officers.  The  freemen  are  generally  entitled  to 
join  with  the  other  members  in  the  enactment  of  bye-laws,  and,  in  a few  Corpo- 
rations, the  general  administration  of  the  Corporate  affairs  or  property  is  partici- 
pated in  by  them  either  in  common  with  the  select  classes,  or  by  having  submitted 
to  their  approval  in  their  general  court,  called  by  the  ancient  names  of  D’Oyer,  or 
Dear  Hundred,  or  the  Tnolsel  Court  or  Common  Hall,  the  previous  acts  of  the 
common  councils.  Such  courts  or  assemblies  exist  with  various  degrees  of 
practical  power  in  Bandonbridge,  Cashel,  Clonmel,  Cork,  Galway,  Kinsale, 
Limerick,  and  Youglial.  In  Limerick  the  court,  after  having  been  disused  for 
many  years,  has  been  restored  by  the  Act  for  the  regulation  of  that  Corporation, 
passed  in  1823,  and  already  noticed.  Many  of  the  freemen  complain  that  the 
members  of  the  common  council  attend  and  vote  as  freemen  in  the  court, — a practice 
which  seems  to  prevail  in  all  such  assemblies.  The  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred 
of  Cork  is  a powerful  and  influential  assembly.  Those  of  the  other  Corporations 
above  mentioned  are  comparatively  inefficient  and  useless. 

Elective  Franchise.  In  the  following  cities  and  towns  freemen  possess  the  privilege  of  voting  for 
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Members  of  Parliament,  subject  to  the  general  provisions  of  the  Reform  Act  as  to 
residence,  &c. 


Athlone, 

Galway, 

Carrickfergus, 

Kilkenny, 

Cashel* 

Kinsale, 

Clonmel, 

Limerick, 

Coleraine, 

Londonderry, 

Cork, 

New  Ross, 

Drogheda, 

Portarlington, 

Dublin, 

Waterford, 

Dundalk, 

Wexford, 

Enniskillen, 

Youghal. 

In  the  remaining  boroughs  which  possess  Municipal  Corporations,  and  return 
Members,  the  chief  officers  and  burgesses  are  the  only  members  of  the  Corpora- 
tions who  enjoy,  as  such,  the  elective  franchise. 


We  have  generally  found  that,  in  such  Municipal  Corporations  as  are  still  in  Exemption  from 
receipt  of  Tolls  and  Customs,  the  freemen  and  other  members  of  the  Corporation  0 s- 
are  exempt  from  payment  of  them. 

In  some,  this  is  a valuable  privilege  to  individuals,  and  makes  the  acquisition  of 
the  freedom  of  the  Corporation  an  object  of  pecuniary  importance.  It,  however, 
tends  to  perpetuate  the  exclusion  of  the  inhabitants  from  the  Corporate  franchise, 
by  giving  to  the  governing  bodies  an  additional  interest  in  the  restriction  of  the 
number  of  freemen,  and  adds  to  the  unpopular  character  of  the  Corporations,  by 
exhibiting,  in  the  enjoyment  of  substantial  benefits,  those  whom  they  have  fa- 
voured by  the  concession  of  advantages  to  which  the  general  body  of  the  inhabit- 
ants consider  themselves  equally  entitled. 

Many  of  the  earlier  charters  of  incorporation  conferred  on  the  citizens  general 
exemptions  from  tolls,  customs,  and  various  other  charges,  throughout  the  domi- 
nions of  the  monarch  or  lords  by  whom  they  were  granted.  We  have  rarely 
found  instances  of  the  enjoyment,  in  modern  times,  of  any  privileges  under  such 
grants.  We  have  noticed,  in  the  separate  Reports,  such  as  have  come  under  our 
observation. 


Under  tlie  usages  and  bye-Ws  of  some  Corporations  valuable  and  exclusive 
Privileges  have  been  conferred  upon  freemen  and  other  members  as  connected  with 
the  enjoyment  of  the  Property  of  the  Corporations,  as  in  Drogheda,  where,  until 
the  year  1833,  they  alone  were  permitted  to  become  tenants  of  the  Corporate 
estates,  and  are  still  considered  entitled  to  renew  leases  at  one-fourth  of  the  annual 
value,  fining  down  another  fourth  at  rates  arbitrarily  fixed  upon,  and  varied  at 
different  periods.  . ..  . , , 

In  Kells  and  Trim,  tracts  of  land  in  possession  of  the  Corporation  are  divided 
into  certain  portions,  and  allotted  to  the  members.  In  other  places  rights  of 
common  are  enjoyed  by  them.  Pensions  or  annuities  of  small  amounts  are  granted, 
in  Limerick  to  the  widows  of  aldermen  and  burgesses,  and  the  members  have 
some  trifling  perquisites  derived  from  the  salmon  fishery  near  the  city,  winch  is 
the  estate  of  that  Corporation.  . 

In  Drogheda  the  distribution  of  certain  charitable  funds  by  the  corporation  is 
confined,  with  scarcely  an  exception,  to  freemen  and  their  families. 

Eligibility  to  Corporate  Offices  and  stations  is,  perhaps,  the  most  important  of  Eligibility  to  Office, 
the  local  privileges  of  freemen  hut  in  many,  especially  of  the  close  Corporations, 
the  value  of  this  qualification  is  destroyed,  as  the  nominee  of  the  governing  bo  y, 
or  of  its  patron,  is,  if  necessary,  qualified,  by  admitting  him  to  the  freedom  im- 
mediately before  election  to  the  office. 

The  privileges  and  powers  given  by  their  charters  to  the  several  Guilds  of  Ti  ades  Guilds  of  Trades, 
which  still  exist  in  Dublin  and  some  other  Corporations,  for  the  regulation  of  then 
respective  trades,  have  generally  fallen  into  neglect  and  disuse,  and  these  bodies 
now  exercise  very  little  control  over,  and  in  some  cases  have  but  little  connexion 
with,  the  trades  which  they  profess  to  represent.  In  those  of  Dublin,  their  chai  ac  ei 
and  proceedings  are  generally  marked  by  the  same  exclusive  principles  winch  we 
have  noticed  as  distinguishing  the  Corporation  at  large. 
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Fifth  Head : 
Jurisdiction  and 
Powers  in  the  Ad- 
ministration of 
Justice,  &c. 


Criminal  Jurisdic- 
tion, Counties  of 
Cities,  &c. 


Magistrates. 


Exclusive. 


Boundaries. 
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V.  The  Jurisdiction  and  Powers  of  the  Corporations  in  the  Administration  of 
Justice,  and  in  all  other  respects. 

Under  this  head  we  include  the  jurisdictions  and  powers  vested  in  the  Corpo- 
rations, or  exercised  by  their  officers,  and  their  general  functions  in  reference  to 
the  public. 

The  early  charters  conferred  on  the  resident  burgesses  and  citizens  many 
exclusive  privileges,  exempting  them  from  the  jurisdiction  of  external  tribunals, 
and  giving  to  them  power  to  hold  pleas,  both  criminal  and  civil,  within  the  Cor- 
porate district ; those  exemptions  are  no  longer  regarded,  and  relate  to  usages  and 
jurisdictions  long  obsolete. 

Such  of  the  Corporate  districts  as  have  been  created  counties  of  themselves,  of 
which  there  are  eight,  possess  exclusive  Criminal  Jurisdiction. 

These  are, 

The  county  of  the  town  of  Carrickfergus, 

The  county  of  the  city  of  Cork, 

The  county  of  the  town  of  Drogheda, 

The  county  of  the  city  of  Dublin, 

The  county  of  the  town  of  Galway, 

The  county  of  the  city  of  Kilkenny, 

The  county  of  the  city  of  Limerick,  and 
The  county  of  the  city  of  Waterford. 

The  ordinary  duties  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  are  exercised  by  such  officers  of 
the  Corporations  as  are,  by  charter,  invested  with  the  authority  of  magistrates ; 
in  some  instances  additional  magistrates  have  been  appointed  under  Acts  of 
Parliament. 

The  charters  of  Cork,  Carrickfergus,  and  Dublin,  constituted  the  mayor,  and 
some  of  the  other  magistrates,  justices  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  general  gaol 
delivery ; the  ordinary  criminal  business  of  those  cities  is  transacted  at  quarter 
sessions,  the  more  serious  offences  and  the  general  delivery  of  the  gaols  being 
reserved  for  the  judges  of  the  superior  courts  under  their  commissions  of  oyer  and 
terminer,  &c.  In  those  commissions  the  mayors  of  the  several  counties  of  cities 
and  towns  above  mentioned  are  associated,  (a  ceremonial  in  which  we  see  no 
practical  utility,)  while  the  recorders  are  omitted,  even  in  Dublin. 

The  chief  officer  of  every  'Corporation  is,  generally,  invested  with  the  powers 
and  authority  of  a justice  of  the  peace,  and  he,  or  his  deputy,  is  in  practice  the 
Chief  Magistrate,  while  in  office,  within  the  Corporate  limits:  in  some  places 
he  is,  ecc  officio,  a justice  of  the  peace  for  the  adjoining  county.  There  are  few 
Corporations,  except  those  of  the  counties  of  cities  and  towns  above  enumerated, 
in  which  the  Corporate  authority  is  exclusive  of  that  of  the  general  magistracy 
of  the  county  at  large ; those  to  which  such  exclusive  authority  has  been  granted 
are. 

The  Corporations  of 

Athlone, 

Londonderry, 

Dingle, 

Kinsale, 

New  Ross,  and 
Youghal. 

In  Dingle  the  exclusion  is  not  in  practice  regarded.  In  Athlone,  Kinsale,  and 
New  Ross,  difficulties  occur  in  adjudicating  on  the  numerous  class  of  cases  which 
require  the  presence  of  two  magistrates,  when  a resident  or  neighbouring  county 
magistrate  is  sometimes  called  in,  who,  being  without  Corporate  jurisdiction,  can 
add  nothing  to  the  legal  character  of  the  tribunal.  The  uncertainties  and  diffi- 
culties of  this  state  of  things  must  be  prejudicialto  the  administration  of  justice. 

The  irregularity  of  Boundaries  is  also  productive  of  inconvenience  in  this 
respect.  In  some,  cases,  the  actual  or  supposed  limits  of  boroughs  extend  into  two 
adjoining  counties, — a circumstance  which  gives  rise  to  several  jurisdictions  within 
the  Corporate  district.  Thus,  Portarlington  is  partly  in  the  King’s  County  and 
partly  in  the  Queen’s  County;  Athlone,  partly  in  Westmeath  and  partly  in  Ros- 
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common.  In  Carlow  the  sovereign  is,  by  the  charter,  a justice  of  the  peace  for 
the  county  of  Carlow,  hut  has  no  jurisdiction  in  the  suburb  of  Graigue,  in  the 
Queen’s  County,  which  immediately  adjoins  the  town,  and  is  included  by  the 
Boundary  Act  within  the  borough  of  Carlow  for  the  purpose  of  Parliamentary 
representation,  but  is  not  within  the  Corporate  limits. 

The  increase  of  population  and  modern  improvements  has,  in  many  places, 
produced  a considerable  extension  of  the  Corporate  towns  beyond  the  original 
borough  limits.  This  is  remarkably  the  case  in  the  city  of  Dublin,  a very  large 
proportion  of  which,  in  extent  and  opulence,  is  not  within  the  Corporate  juris- 
diction, or  contributory  to  the  local  grand  jury  assessments.  The  inconvenience 
of  this  state  of  things  has  been,  to  some  extent,  corrected  by  the  Boundary  Act 
in  the  boroughs  returning  Members  to  Parliament ; but  it  is  desirable  that  in  all 
Corporations,  and  for  all  municipal  purposes,  the  actual  limits  of  the  place  and 
those  of  the  local  jurisdictions  should  be  identical,  and  should  extend  with  uni- 
formity on  every  side,  and  be  distinctly  defined. 

The  Corporate  Charter  Magistrates  are  usually  those  only  who  hold  the  temporary  charter  Justices, 
offices  of  mayor,  provost,  &c. ; but  in  some  cases  the  charters  also  confer  magis- 
terial authority  on  other  officers,  or  on  the  individuals  belonging  to  a particular 
class  of  the  Corporation,  (as  the  aldermen,)  or  on  some  of  the  senior  members  of  it, 
or  on  those  who  have  filled  particular  offices ; and,  where  so  conferred,  it  is 
generally  for  life.  In  no  case  are  Corporate  Justices  amenable  to  the  direct 
superintendence  and  control  of  the  Crown,  as  is  the  case  with  the  county  magis- 
tracy ; and,  constituted  as  the  great  majority  of  the  Corporations  now  are,  the 
general  body  of  the  inhabitants  have  no  voice  in  the  election  of  these  functionaries. 

It  thus  happens,  that  with  few  exceptions,  in  the  Corporate  cities  and  towns,  the 
private  patron  or  self-elected  council  has  the  nomination  of  the  magistracy,  inde- 
pendent alike  of  the  authority  of  the  Crown  and  the  opinion  of  the  public. 

From  the  restriction  in  the  number  of  charter  magistrates  and  their  tenure  of 
office  for  life,  it  follows,  and  we  think  it  is  a serious  defect,  that  however  incom- 
petent or  infirm  the  individual  may  be  or  become,  on  whom  such  authority 
devolves,  there  is  no  power  of  correcting  the  evil  by  removal,  and  the  substitution 
of  qualified  or  efficient  persons. 

Provision  has  been  made  to  obviate  the  deficiency  by  the  statute  7 Geo.  IV.  c.  Statute  7 Geo.  IV. 
61,  which,  however,  is  not  sufficiently  comprehensive  for  the  purpose.  This  and  c‘ 
the  local  Acts  relating  to  Limerick  and  Galway,  which  contain  similar  provisions, 
have  been  acted  on  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  in 

Drogheda, 

Galway, 

Limerick, 

Waterford, 

Carrickfergus,  and 
Kinsale. 

In  this  last  town,  the  appointment  has  not  answered  the  intended  object,  as  the 
individual  chosen  has  been  sovereign  of  the  Corporation  almost  every  alternate 
year  for  more  than  20  years,  and  that  officer  is  the  only  resident  charter  justice. 

In  the  cities  of  Cork  and  Dublin  all  the  aldermen  are  by  charter  justices  of  the  Cork- 
peace  for  life ; in  both,  special  provisions  have  been  made  by  statute  for  the  exe- 
cution of  the  functions  of  the  magistracy  out  of  sessions.  In  Cork,  six  of  the  aldermen, 
called  “ Aldermeji  of  the  Wards,”  elected  for  life  by  the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred, 
are  especially  required  to  attend  to  this  duty  at  a public  office,  where  alone  any 
fees  can  be  taken  for  such  business.  The  other  aldermen  do  not  interfere,  and  much 
public  inconvenience  appears  to  exist. 

In  Dublin  the  magisterial  business  is  transacted  at  four  divisional  offices  of  police,  Dublin, 
to  each  of  which  an  alderman,  sheriffs’  peer,  and  barrister,  selected  for  life,  are 
attached,  with  fixed  salaries.  The  remaining  aldermen  act  as  justices  at  an  office 
called  “ The  Rotation  or  Crown  Office,”  which  is  little  resorted  to,  hut  where, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Police  Act,  fees  may  be  taken : they  rax-ely  perform 
any  other  magisterial  duties,  except  in  attending  at  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions, 
where  the  presence  of  two  of  them,  with  the  mayor  or  recorder,  is  considered 
necessary,  in  point  of  form,  to  constitute  the  court. 
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The  .acting  aldermen  and  sheriffs’  peers  are,  as  we  have  observed,  appointed  for 
life,  and  the  Police  Acts,  under  which  they  are  appointed,  are  defective  in  the 
provision  made  for  their  retirement,  when,  from  advanced  age  or  infirmity,  they 
become  incapacitated  for  the  full  and  active  exercise  of  their  duty. 

The  Lord  Mayor  of  Dublin  exercises,  as  chief  magistrate,  a very  extensive 
magisterial  jurisdiction  in  the  adjudication  of  fines  under  penal  Acts  of  Parliament. 
The  fees  paid  on  these  proceedings  form  part  of  the  emoluments  of  the  office  of  his 
secretary,  and  this  office  has  been  frequently  farmed  by  the  lord  mayors  for  stipu- 
lated sums.  The  mode  in  which  this  jurisdiction  has  been  exercised  has  furnished 
just  grounds  of  complaint;  the  particulars  are  detailed  in  the  local  Report,  to 
which  we  humbly  refer. 

The  Corporate  towns  in  which  the  Municipal  Corporations  have  become  extinct 
remain  without  the  superintendence  and  advantage  of  a local  chief  magistrate, 
and  there  are  many  subjects  of  domestic  police,  particularly  those  connected  with 
the  regulation  of  markets,  weights  and  measures,  &c.,  which,  in  consequence,  re- 
main almost  wholly  unattended  to,  and  the  neglect  of  which  is  felt  seriously  by 
the  inhabitants.  The  provisions  of  those  Acts  of  Parliament  which  are  to  be 
carried  into  effect  by  the  chief  magistrates  of  Corporate  towns  must  in  such  places 
be  considered  as  inoperative.  Newry  is  a remarkable,  but  not  solitary,  instance  of 
the  mischief. 

The  Jurisdiction  and  powers  of  the  Municipal  Corporations  in  the  administration 
of  justice,  in  civil  cases,  are  exercised  with  general  similarity  of  practice  in 
local  Courts  of  Record ; in  the  greater  number  of  towns,  the  jurisdiction  is  limited 
to  debts  of  a small  amount ; in  some,  as  Dublin,  Limerick,  Cork,  &c.,  it  is  without 
limitation  in  that  respect.  The  most  common  limit  we  have  found,  and  it  is  very 
generally  that  prescribed  by  the  charters  of  James  I.,  is  five  marks,  equal  to 
£3  1.?.  6 d.  of  the  present  currency.  These  jurisdictions  are  often  expressly  created 
by  charter;  in  some  Corporations,  they  claim  existence  by  prescription.  The 
judges  are  the  annual  chief  officers  of  the  Corporation,  such  as  the  mayor,  or 
mayor  and  sheriffs,  provost,  or  portreeve,  &c.  The  recorder,  where  such  an 
officer  exists,  instead  of  being  (as  might  be  expected  from  the  professional  quali- 
fications supposed  to  be  requisite  for  the  office)  a judge  of  the  court,  possessing 
authority  in  his  own  person,  is  in  several  places,  of  which  Dublin  is  one,  permitted 
to  assist  only  as  assessor,  or  adviser  of  the  presiding  judges,  who  are  persons  without 
legal  knowledge,  or  previous  practical  experience.  This  is  a very  serious  obstacle 
to  the  due  administration  of  justice  in  these  courts,  and  is  aggravated  by  the 
circumstance,  that  the  emoluments  of  the  office  of  recorder  are  rarely  such  as  to 
induce  this  officer  to  reside,  or  devote  a sufficient  portion  of  his  time  to  the  local 
duties  of  the  station. 

It  may  be  difficult  to  secure  the  regular  attendance  of  a competent  professionally 
educated  judge,  without  adding  heavily  to  the  expenses  of  the  suitors  or  the  charges 
of  the  municipality.  To  none  other,  in  our  opinion,  should  the  administration  of  these 
functions  be  committed. 

In  Cashel,  Galway,  Kilkenny,  and  Waterford,  by  charter,  and  in  Cork  and 
Kinsale,  by  special  Acts  of  Parliament,  the  recorders  are  judges  of  the  local 
Courts  of  Record. 

The  most  usual  mode  of  commencing  a suit  in  these  courts  is  by  the  process  of 
attachment  against  the  goods  of  the  defendant,  to  compel  his  appearance, — a pro- 
ceeding which  seems  popular  with  the  inhabitants  of  Corporate  -towns,  and,  when 
under  proper  control  and  well  administered,  may  be  made  a useful  instrument  of 
justice.  Many  of  the  debts  sued  for  before  such  tribunals  are  engagements  con- 
tracted by  strangers  with  the  inhabitants,  who,  without  the  aid  of  the  process  of 
attachment,  have  no  adequate  means  of  enforcing  the  appearance  of  the  defendant 
in  the  local  court,  or  security  for  payment  of  the  debt.  Instances  of  abuse  of  this 
process,  from  its  nature,  must  sometimes  occur ; but  we  have  not  had  satisfactory 
evidence  laid  before  us  of  any  of  such  magnitude  as  to  warrant  us  in  considering 
this  process  unfit  to  be  continued  under  proper  regulation.  The  statute  36  Geo.  III. 
c.  89,  (Ir.)  prohibits  its  being  issued  without  an  affidavit  stating  that  the  cause  of 
action  arose  'within  the  local  jurisdiction,  or  that  the  defendant  resides  within  it. 
This  latter  clause  cannot,  we  think,  be  taken  as  establishing  that  a defendant  resid- 
ing within  the  district  may,  against  the  general  principles  of  law,  be  sued  for  a 
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debt  not  contracted  within  the  jurisdiction ; and  the  statute  does  not  expressly 
require  that  the  affidavit  should  depose  to  the  truth  of  the  debt.  The  not  requiring 
an  affidavit  to  that  extent  may  lead  to  some  abuses  of  the  process ; and  we  have 
found  in  some  cases  the  affidavit  required  by  the  36  Geo.  III.  c.  39,  dispensed 
with  in  practice.  Arrest  of  the  person,  except  in  execution,  is  now  rare  in  the  local 
courts,  the  statutes  prohibiting  such  arrests,  except  for  debts  of  £20  and  upwards, 
having  fixed  an  amount  generally  exceeding  the  pecuniary  limit  of  the  jurisdictions. 
In  Kilkenny  we  find  an  instance  of  a court,  in  which  a writ  to  arrest  the  person 
appears  to  be  considered  the  only  process  by  which  a suit  can  be  commenced. 

A singular  provision  is  contained  in  a charter  of  Cashel,  expressly  giving  juris- 
diction to  the  local  court  in  cases  under  40-S'.,  though  the  cause  of  action  should 
arise  outside  the  Corporate  limits. 

The  legal  course  and  forms  of  pleading  in  these  courts  are  conformable 
to  those  of  the  superior  courts  of  justice,  the  prolixity  of  which  adds  con- 
siderably to  the  delay  and  expense  of  the  proceedings.  In  some  cases  the 
practice  has,  though  without  authority,  deviated  into  the  simpler  forms  of 
the  Civil  Bill  Courts.  The  costs,  which  are  to  some  extent  at  the  discretion  of 
the  judges  of  those  courts,  are  quite  disproportionate  to  the  usual  amount  of  the 
debts  sued  for  in  them ; the  comparative  cheapness  of  proceedings  by  civil 
bill  before  the  assistant  barristers,  and  in  suits  for  wages  before  the  magis- 
trates at  petty  sessions,  have  tended  to  diminish,  to  a considerable  extent,  the  prac- 
tice of  the  Corporate  tribunals.  The  long  intervals  which  elapse  between  the 
times  of  sitting  of  the  Civil  Bill  Court,  the  distance,  in  some  cases,  of  the 
town  in  which  that  court  is  held,  the  power  of  attachment  peculiar  to  the 
Corporate  jurisdiction,  and  the  course  of  trial  by  jury  prevailing  in  the  latter,  appear 
in  most  cases  to  be  the  main  causes  why  the  local  courts  are  still  resorted  to.  They 
might,  unquestionably,  be  made  highly  conducive  to  the  cheap  and  convenient 
administration  of  justice,  by  the  introduction  of  more  simple  forms  of  procedure 
and  pleading,  the  attendance  of  a competent  professional  judge,  the  esta- 
blishment of  regular  sittings  at  reasonable  intervals,  a reduction  of  the  costs  to  a 
scale  more  suitable  to  the  amount  of  the  demands  usually  contested  in  them,  and  the 
substitution  of  an  appeal  under  proper  regulations,  instead  of  allowing  a defendant,  by 
the  present  dilatory  and  expensive  process  of  removal  of  causes  by  writs  of  certiorari 
or  habeas  corpus,  capriciously  to  withdraw  himself  or  the  cause  from  the  local  juris- 
diction; proceedings  which  serkmsly  obstruct  the  administration  of  justice  in  the 
local  courts,  being  too  often  resorted  to  for  delay,  or  to  harass  a plaintiff,  by 
removing  a claim  for  a small  amount  to  a remote  and  expensive  tribunal,  accumu- 
lating costs  and  deferring  judgment. 

Whether  the  official  fees  paid  by  the  suitors  should  go  directly  to  the  judges 
or  officers,  or  form  a fund  to  provide  for  their  payment  by  fixed  salaries,  we  submit 
for  Your  Majesty’s  gracious  consideration. 

The  provision  of  the  Stamp  Acts,  which  requires  a sum  of  £20  to  be  paid  by  an 
Attorney  on  admission  to  civil  courts,  has  prevented  many  from  becoming  practi- 
tioners in  the  local  courts,  and  has  operated  with  the  other  causes  we  have  noticed 
in  diminishing  the  utility  of  these  jurisdictions;  the  propriety  of  this  provision  seems 
fiie  more  questionable,  as  no  such  charge  attaches  on  an  attorney  practising  in  any 
Civil  Bill  Court  or  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions. 

In  several  towns  in  which  the  Corporations  are  still  upheld,  the  jurisdictions  of 
the  local  courts  have  for  many  years  been  abandoned,  as  well  from  the  causes  to 
which  we  have  alluded  in  the  conduct  of  those  courts,  as  from  neglect  of  the  Cor- 
porate authorities,  or  doubts  of  the  legality  of  their  proceedings.  We  have  gene- 
rally found  the  discontinuance  of  the  local  courts  matter  of  complaint  on  the  part 
of  the  inhabitants. 

. some  Corporations  a summary  jurisdiction  for  the  recovery  of  small  debts 
rn  the  nature  of  a Court  of  Conscience  is  exercised : this  appeared  generally  to 
■ e .finable  to  long  usage  or  prescription.  The  Corporations  in  which  such  a 
»on  has  been  recognised  or  established  by  Act  of  Parliament  are 

The  county  of  the  city  of  Dublin, 

The  county  of  the  city  of  Cork, 

C.  I . H 


Defects. 


Attorneys. 


Courts  of  Con- 
science. 
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Judges  of. 


Dublin. 


Petty  Sessions. 


Sheriffs. 


The  town  of  Kinsale, 

The  county  of  the  town  of  Drogheda, 

The  city  of  Londonderry, 

The  county  of  the  city  of  Waterford,  and 
The  town  of  Wexford. 

A similar  jurisdiction  is  exercised  in  several  other  Corporate  towns,  hut  without 
legislative  sanction  or  chartered  authority. 

In  no  case  does  the  amount  of  the  jurisdiction  extend  beyond  40s.  (late  Irish 
currency.) 

The  expeditious  disposal  of  cases  of  small  amount  in  these  courts,  wheii  well 
administered,  is  useful  to  the  poorer  inhabitants ; and  although  the  practice  here- 
tofore has  not  been  uniform,  and  is  often  objectionable,  yet,  looking  to  the  esta- 
blishment of  Corporate  authorities  on  principles  which  would  give  them  the  advan- 
tage of  public  control,  much  local  benefit  may  be  attained  by  the  establishment 
of  jurisdictions  of  this  description,  under  proper  regulations,  in  the  larger  cities 
and  towns. 

It  deserves  observation,  that  the  usual,  if  not  the  only,  mode  of  enforcing  the 
decrees  of  these  courts  is  by  imprisonment,  the  consequence  of  which  is,  that  very 
frequently  persons  of  the  poorest  classes  endure  that  punishment  for  long  periods 
for  non-payment  of  very  trivial  sums. 

The  Judge  in  these  courts  is  commonly  the  mayor  or  other  chief  magistrate.  In 
Dublin  and  Waterford,  by  special  Acts  of  Parliament,  the  ex-mayor  is  the  judge 
for  the  year  succeeding  his  year  of  office.  In  Cork  the  aldermen  of  the  wards, 
already  noticed,  are  the  presidents  of  the  Court  of  Conscience.  In  no  case  do  we 
find  that  the  professional  recorder  is  invested  with  this  jurisdiction ; yet  we  think  it 
might,  under  such  regulations  as  would  insure  the  frequent  attendance  of  that  officer, 
most  properly  be  transferred  to  him. 

In  Dublin  we  find  the  vicious  practice  of  farming  the  office  of  judge  of  the  Court 
of  Conscience  by  the  ex-lord  mayor  to  some  other  alderman  is  not  unfrequent; 
and  to  this  practice  we  attribute  much  of  the  abuse  which  prevails  in  that 
court.  Every  case  decided  there  may  be  reheard  on  certain  terms  ; these  rehearings 
are,  in  fact,  fresh  suits,  in  which  the  same  process  is  gone  through  and  the  same 
fees  paid  as  on  the  original  hearing ; aud  the  defeated  party  may  again  harass  his 
adversary  by  repeated  proceedings  of  the  same  nature,  to  which  the  rules  of  the 
court  do  not  seem  to  impose  any  limit,  and  which  greatly  enhance  the  profits  of 
the  judges  and  officers.  The  splitting  of  causes  of  action,  to  bring  them  within 
the  jurisdiction,  is  not  an  uncommon  abuse. 

The  powers  of  adjudication  in  civil  matters,  exercised  by  magistrates  at  Petty 
Sessions,  are  at  present  limited  to  claims  for  wages,  and  the  remuneration  of  servants 
and  labourers,  and  the  awarding  compensation  for  trespasses  on  lands. 

We  have  not  found  any  desire  expressed  that  their  authority  should  be  enlarged. 

The  local  chartered  courts,  under  better  regulations  as  to  time  and  expense, 
but  preserving  the  trial  by  jury,  appear  to  us  more  suited  to  the  habits  of  the  people, 
and  more  likely  to  insure  a satisfactory  administration  of  justice,  without  deviating 
from  regular  constitutional  forms  and  principles. 

In  the  Corporations  of  counties  of  cities  and  towns,  (and  in - one  case,  that  of 
Londonderry,  for  the  county  at  large,)  the  Sheriffs  appointed  by  the  Municipal 
Corporations  possess  and  exercise  important  functions  in  reference  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice,  both  criminal  and  civil. 

We  refer  to  the  local  Reports  for  the  particulars  of  those  functions,  and  the 
manner  in  which 'they  are  exercised.  They  are,  generally  speaking,  those  of  the 
sheriffs  of  counties  at  large.  The  most  considerable,  in  reference  to  the  public,  is 
the  return  of  Jurors  to  assizes  and  quarter  sessions.  We  have  found  the  exer- 
cise of  this  power,  especially  in  the  return  of  grand  jurors,  by  whom  the 
public  taxation  of  the  county  of  the  city  or  town  is  imposed,  a subject  of  much 
jealousy  and  well-founded  complaint  against  the  Corporate -authorities,  as  might 
be  expected  from  the  constitution  of  the  Corporate  bodies. 
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A large  proportion,  frequently  the  majority  of  the  grand  jurors,  is  empa- 
nelled from  the  members  of  the  governing  Corporate  Bodies, — an  arrangement 
which,  as  these  bodies  are  at  present  constituted,  practically  vests  and  preserves  in 
limited  Corporate  councils  the  extensive  powers  of  local  taxation  given  by  law 
to  the  grand  juries.  The  composition  of  the  grand  juries,  which  ought  to  be 
generally  and  impartially  taken  from  the  inhabitants  at  large,  is  thus  directly  and 
effectively  that  of  the  Corporations,  and  partakes  of  their  defects  and  unpopularity. 

The  Corporation  and  grand  juries  of  Dublin  afford  striking  instances  of  this 
connexion  between  the  two  bodies.  In  Waterford  we  find  a singular  arrangement 
made  to  guard  against  the  practice  by  an  agreement  between  the  Corporation  and 
the  inhabitants  that  no  more  than  a certain  number  of  the  common  council 
should  be  on  the  grand  jury. 

The  exercise  of  this  branch  of  their  functions  by  the  Corporate  sheriffs  in  the 
return  of  petty  juries  on  occasions  of  interest  to  the  Corporations,  or  affecting  their 
influential  members  or  supporters,  obviously  affords  tile  means  of  giving  an 
important  advantage  to  parties  in  their  interest,  or  professing  the  same  local  or 
general  political  views. 

The  Legislature  has  already  interposed  to  prevent  the  abuse  of  these  functions 
on  such  occasions,  whether  on  civil  or  criminal  trials,  by  the  provisions  of  the 
statute  1 Geo.  III.  c.  17,  as  to  issues  concerning  tolls,  in  which  the  Corporation 
may  be  interested,  and  the  6 Geo.  IV.  c.  61,  enabling  the  courts  to  remove  the  trial 
of  issues  joined  in  Corporate  cities  or  towns  to  an  adjoining  county. 

The  great  importance  of  the  duties  intrusted  to  sheriffs,  in  relation  to  the  admi- 
nistration of  justice,  and  the  extent  of  interests  involved  in  their  due  exercise,  espe- 
cially in  the  metropolis,  almost  demonstrate  that  such  corporate  bodies  as  we 
have  described,  limited  in  numbers,  sectarian,  exclusive,  and  often  intolerant  in 
opinions,  ought  not  to  have  the  appointment  of  officers  intrusted  with  these  duties. 

Confidence  and  faith  in  the  impartiality  of  the  officers  and  ministers  of  the  laws  are 
necessary,  as  well  to  insure  due  respect  for  the  tribunals  by  which  they  are  admi- 
nistered, as  to  protect  the  laws  themselves  from  suspicion  and  contempt.  That  such 
confidence  is  not  generally  placed  in  the  conduct  of  Corporate  sheriffs  in  Ireland,  in 
reference  to  the  selection  of  juries  on  political  occasions,  is  matter  of  notoriety. 

Whether  a better  system  may  not  be  adopted  by  the  removal  of  the  prominent  delects 
of  the  Corporate  institutions,  and  placing  this  branch  of  the  general  adminis- 
tration of  the  law  in  hands  more  directly  responsible  for  its  faithful  exercise, 
we  humbly  submit  to  Your  Majesty’s  gracious  consideration. 

Some  of  the  seaport  cities  and  towns  have  been  invested  by  charter  with  Admiralty  Juris- 
Admiralty  Jurisdictions  within  certain  limits.  diction. 

We  have  not,  in  any  of  them,  found  the  power  so  granted  now  exercised  in  the 
administration  of  justice  on  the  subjects  peculiar  to  such  tribunals ; the  only  use 
we  observe  professedly  made  of  these  grants,  if  in  fact  justly  ascribed  to  them, 
being  the  execution,  by  officers  called  “Water  Bailiffs,”  of  the  civil  process  of  the 
local  tribunal  within  the  maritime  limits  of  the  admiralty  jurisdictions. 

We  have  alluded  to  the  Corporate  influence  over  the  powers  of  taxation  vested  Leet  Juries, 
in  the  grand  jurors  returned  by- the  Corporate  officers  : in  some  Corporate  towns 
we  have  found  that  a more  direct  system  of  taxation  by  the  Corporations,  for  municipal 
purposes,  bad  been  at  one  time  established.  It  appears  that  in  several  Corporate 
towns,  though  not  in  any  way  alluded  to  or  created  by  the  charters,  a body  called  a 

Ueet  Jury”  or  “ Grand  Jury,”  originally,  we  conclude,  selected  from  the  general 
body  ol  the  freemen  or  commonalty,  was  annually  summoned  and  sworn  by  the  chief 
officer  of  the  Corporation ; that  they  appointed  inferior  municipal  officers,  (such 
as  constables,  scavengers,  &c.,)  and  presented,  to  be  applotted  on  the  inhabitants 
°t  the  borough,  various  sums,  usually  moderate  in  amount,  for  the  payment  of  such 
officers,  the  cleansing  and  paving  the  streets,  abatement  of  nuisances,  and  other 
such  objects.  The  moderation  of  these  applotments,  and  the  useful  purposes  to 
which  they  were  applied,  combined  with  a popular  selection  of  the  jury,  tended  to 
prevent  much  scrutiny  into  the  legality  of  the  proceedings/  Of  late  years  the 
system  has  gradually  declined ; it  existed  in  Ennis  until  1 827,  and  in  Armagh  to  a 
more  recent  period ; but  it  is  not  at  present  in  actual  operation  in  any  Corporate  town 
except  Athy.  In  certain  towns  in  which  no  Corporations-  at  present  exist;  though 
ormerly  Corporate  towns,  leet  juries  assemble,  as  in  Mallow,  where  they,  till 
a ely,  exercised  extensive  powers,  and  in  Dungarvan,  where  they  regulate  the  port 
C aPP0^nt  au  °®cer  f°r  their  collection. 
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By  the  Gaol  Act,  7 Geo,  IV.  c.  74,  s.  96,  the  local  prisons  in  Corporate 
towns  were  abolished,  except  where  permitted  to  he  continued  by  the  Lord 
Lieutenant. 

There  are  in  consequence  now  few  local  jurisdictions  retaining  separate  gaols. 
They  are. 

The  county  of  the  city  of  Dublin, 

The  county  of  the  city  of  Cork, 

The  county  of  the  city  of  Limerick, 

The  county  of  the  city  of  Kilkenny, 

The  county  of  the  town  of  Drogheda, 

The  county  of  the  town  of  Galway, 

The  county  of  the  city  of  Waterford, 

The  town  of  Kinsale,  and 
The  town  of  Youghal. 

The  management  and  support  of  these  gaols  are  in  general  similar  to  that  adopted 
for  those  of  counties  at  large,  and  do  not  call  for  further  observation.  It  may, 
however,  be  doubted  whether  the  principle  of  consolidation  might  not,  with  safety 
and  economy,  he  extended  to  some  of  these  establishments,  so  as  to  unite  them 
with  the  gaols  of  the  adjoining  counties,  and,  by  the  saving  of  the  separate  body  of 
officers,  to  effect  a material  reduction  in  the  grand  jury  assessments  of  those  small 
districts,  which,  in  many  cases,  are  considerably  heavier  in  proportion  on  the  rate- 
payers than  in  the  adjacent  counties. 

In  Dublin,  besides  the  Four  Courts  Marshalsea,  there  are  two  distinct  prisons 
for  debtors ; the  Sheriffs’  Prison,  and  the  City  Marshalsea.  The  officers  of  the 
Sheriffs’  Prison  are  appointed  by  the  sheriffs ; those  of  the  City  Marshalsea  by  the 
common  council.  In  both,  the  objectionable,  and  often  oppressive  practice  exists 
of  charging  the  unfortunate  inmates  for  the  rent  of  the  apartments  occupied  by 
them.  The  prisoners  in  the  Marshalsea  are  generally  of  the  lower  orders,  con- 
fined under  process  of  the  Court  of  Conscience,  and  other  local  courts ; and  some 
of  them  are  altogether  dependent  on  casual  charity  for  their  support. 

The  jurisdictions  and  powers  of  the  Municipal  Corporations  in  relation  to  the 
Public  Markets  in  the  respective  Corporate  districts  are  important.  One  of  the 
most  usual  grants  to  the  chief  officers  of  the  Corporation  is  that  of  the  office  of 
clerk  of  the  market,  and  we  have  in  many  towns  found  that  in  right  of  that  office 
a beneficial  control  is  exercised  by  the  Corporate  officer  over  the  markets 
within  his  district ; and  that  when  those  duties  remain  unperformed,  from  the 
absence  or  neglect  of  the  proper  authorities,  the  consequent  abuses  which  prevail, 
especially  those  practised  by  means  of  fraudulent  weights  and  measures,  are  a 
subject  of  much  complaint  on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants. 

A statute  of  the  Irish  Parliament,  4 Ann.  c.  14,  s.  3,  enacted,  that  there 
should  be  appointed  in  every  city,  borough,  or  market  town  in  the  kingdom,  by 
the  chief  magistrate  of  the  same,  except  in  places  where  the  tolls  and  customs 
belong  to  any  other  person,  and  in  such  case  by  the  person  or  persons  to  whom 
the  tolls  or  customs  belong,  a W eighmaster  in  said  city,  borough,  or  market  town, 
who  should  be  sworn  justly,  truly,  and  indifferently,  to  weigh  all  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandize  as  shall  be  brought  unto  him,  between  buyer  and  seller ; for  the  doing 
whereof  he  might  take  and  receive  for  every  draft  weighing  under  a hundred 
weight  a halfpenny,  and  for  every  draft  weighing  one  hundred  pounds  and  upwards 
one  penny. 

This  has  been  followed  by  the  25  Geo.  II.  c.  15,  which  requires  the  chief 
magistrate  in  all  market-towns  to  provide  one  or  more  just  balances  or  iron  beam, 
with  scales,  and  a competent  set  of  weights,  made  of  iron,  under  £50  penalty,  at 
every  assizes.  This  statute  provides  the  same  scale  of  fees  as  in  the  former,  and 
enacts  that  no  more  shall  be  paid,  and  that  potatoes  shall  be  sold  by  weight  and 
not  by  measure,  and  shall  be  weighed,  without  fee  or  reward,  at  the  beams  and 
scales  erected  and  kept  pursuant  to  this  Act. 

We  have  generally  found  these  statutes  acted  on  by  the  appointment  of  weigh- 
masters  in  the  Corporate  cities  and  towns,  but  in  some  the  fees  of  the  office  are 
made  part  of  the  Corporate  revenue,  either  by  their  being  directly  collected,  as  part 
of  the  tolls  and  customs,  or  by  the  office  being  demised  to  the  weiglimaster  (some- 
times for  life)  at  a rent  payable  to  the  Corporation. 
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We  apprehend  that  such  arrangements  are  not  within  the  policy  of  the  Acts,  and 
tend  to  remove  or  weaken  the  check  which  the  control  of  the  Corporate  authorities 
ou<dit  to  have  over  the  conduct  of  the  weighmaster. 

A more  serious  violation  of  the  provisions  of  these  statutes  we  have  found  to 
prevail  extensively  in  the  exaction  or  extortion  of  sums  exceeding  the  legal  scale 
of  fees  prescribed  by  them  ; and  it  is  remarkable  that  the  express  provisions  of  the 
statutes  directing  the  gratuitous  weighing  of  potatoes,  are  very  generally  dis- 
regarded. 

Similar  powers,  as  to  the  appointment  of  weighmasters  of  butter,  were  given 
to  the  Corporate  authorities  by  Acts  of  the  Irish  Parliament,  the  principal  of  which 
was  the  statute  10  Geo.  I.  c.  9.  This  statute  was  continued  by  subsequent 
enactments  to  the  year  1812,  when  it  was  repealed,  with  many  others  on  the  same 
subject,  by  the  statute  of  the  52  Geo.  III.  c.  134,  under  which  (s.  2)  the 
present  authorities  of  the  Corporations,  in  relation  to  this  office,  are  derived.  The 
provision  is  similar  in  terms  to  that  of  the  repealed  laws,  providing,  that  in  the  city  of 
Dublin,  and  in  every  city  and  town  Corporate  in  Ireland  (except  the  city  of  Cork), 
the  chief  magistrate  and  aldermen,  or  chief  magistrate  and  burgesses,  where  there 
were  no  aldermen,  under  the  seals  of  their  respective  Corporations,  and  in  other 
places  the  justices  of  the  peace  at  quarter  sessions,  should,  before  the  1st  March 
1813,  where  there  should  not  be  a public  weighmaster  appointed  under  any  former 
Act  or  Acts,  or  where  any  vacancy  should  happen  before  that  day,  nominate  and 
appoint  some  one  or  more  discreet  and  skilful  person  or  persons  to  be  a public 
weighmaster  or  joint  weighmasters,  and  taster  or  tasters  of  butter,  in  and  for  such 
respective  city,  town  Corporate,  place  of  export,  or  market- town ; and  in  case  of 
such  nomination  not  being  made  before  the  above  day,  that  the  nomination  and 
appointment  should  be  vested  in  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  or  other  Chief  Governor  or 
Governors,  and  the  Privy  Council  of  Ireland  for  the  time  being.  * 

This  statute  provides  various  regulations  for  the  duties  and  conduct  of  the 
weighmasters,  and  powers  of  removing  them  for  misbehaviour,  to  which  we  deem 
it  unnecessary  here  more  particularly  to  allude,  but  does  not  make  any  express 
provision  for  the  power  of  appointing  successors  to  those  nominated  to  the  office 
under  its  authority.  , 

A return  was  made  in  the  year  1829,  pursuant  to  an  order  ol  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  was  ordered  by  that  House  to  be  printed  on  the  16th  of  March  in 
that  year,  of  the  names  of  the  several  officers  employed  under  the  Butter  Acts  of 
Ireland ; stating  by  whom,  and  when  appointed ; whether  they  executed  their  duties 
in  their  own  person,  or  by  deputy  ; and  giving  an  account  of  the  fees  received  by 
each  officer  during  each  of  the  last  seven  years,  and  the  appropriation  of  said  fees 
during  the  like  period.  . 

We  beg  to  refer  to  that  return,  and  to  our  separate  Reports,  for  a view  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Municipal  Corporations  in  reference  to  this  office,  the  emolu- 
ments of  which  have  been  in  some  places  materially  diminished  by  the  operation  of 
the  10  Geo.  IV.  c.  41,  which  relieved  the  dealers  in  the  article  from  the  necessity 
of  having  it  weighed,  &c.,  before  sale  or  export.  Provision  is  made  by  this  latter 
statute  for  compensation  to  the  officers  who  may  in  consequence  sustain  a diminution 
of  fees,  and  the  annual  amount  of  such  compensation  must  be  laid  before  1 ar- 
liament. 

. In  Dublin  we  find  a Corporate  officer  intrusted  with  functions  extending  over 
tne  entire  of  Ireland.  Under  the  provision  of  the  statutes  respecting  the  trade  of 
Pawnbrokers  in  this  country,  26  Geo.  III.  c.  43,  (Ir.)  the  Marshal  of  the  city  of 
Dublin  (an  officer  whose  ordinary  duties,  in  that  and  other  Corporations,  are  to 
execute  the  process  of  the  local  court)  is  appointed  register  of  pawnbrokers  licences 
in  Ireland.  All  pawnbrokers  throughout  the  country  are  required,  under  a penalty, 
to  send  to  this  officer  monthly  returns,  upon  oath,  of  the  sums  lent  by  them,  on  each 
of  which  he  is  entitled  to  a fee  of  Is.  These  returns  he  is  required  to  lay  before 
either  House  of  Parliament  the  first  week  in  each  session.  It  has  appeared  m 
evidence  before  the  Commissioners  that  the  marshals  of  Dublin  have  been  m the 
habit  of  acting  on  arrangements  with  the  country  pawnbrokers  not  to  ask  for  any 
returns,  upon  getting  an  annual  payment  of  £1  from  each. 

VI.  The  Nature  and  Management  of  their  Income,  Revenues,  and  Funds, 
whether  charitable  or  otherwise. 


Marshal  of  Dublin.' 
His  Jurisdiction  as 
to  Pawnbrokers, 


Sixth  Head: 
Nature  and 
Management  of 
Income,  8sc, 
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REPORTS  FROM  COMMISSIONERS  ON 


Nature  of  Income. 


Grants  of  Property. 


Loss  of. 


Management  of. 


Grants  and  Leases 
to  Members,  &c. 


Secrecy. 


Debts. 


The  Income,  Revenues,  and  Funds  of  the  Municipal  Corporations  in  Ireland 
asrat  present  enjoyed,  are, in  some,  derived  from  landed  estates;  in  some,  from  tolls 
and  customs;  and  in  a few,  from  both.  The  present  incomes  of  very  many  are 
inconsiderable,  in  value,  and  insufficient  for  the  due  remuneration  of  the  Corporate 
officers,  while  the.  revenues  of  others  are  of  large, annual  amount. 

We  have  not  always  succeeded  in  tracing  the  original  Grant  or  Title  of  those 
Properties,  which  generally  appear  to  have  been  enjoyed  from  very  remote  periods. 

The  ancient  charters  contain,  in  some  instances,  grants  of  the  Corporate  district, 
or  of  apparently  extensive  portions  of  it,  which  it  is  now  difficult,  often  impos- 
sible, to  define. 

We  have  noticed  those  grants,  where  they  occur,  in  the  separate  Reports,  with 
the  particulars  of  such  others  as  we  have  been  able  to  discover. 

We  think  it  is  apparent  from  the  grants,  and  the  other  evidences  we'  have  found 
of  their  ancient  possessions,  as  compared  with  the  present  extent  of  the  estates  of 
several  of  these  bodies,  that  large  portions  of  landed  property,  formerly  given  to 
them,  have  long  since  passed  into  other  hands  ; but  we  rarely  have  succeeded  in 
tracing  satisfactorily  the  precise  property,  or  the  mode  or  time  in  which  its  aliena- 
tion has  taken  place. 

The  existing,  state  of  the  books  and  records  of  the  Corporations,  their  imperfect 
condition  or  total  Loss,  the  suppression  of  them,  and  withholding  of  information  in 
some  instances,  tend  to  involve  these  matters  in  considerable  obscurity.  The 
periods  to  which  reference  became  necessary  often  precluded  the  possibility  of 
deriving  aid  from  living  testimony. 

The  Management  of  the  Corporate  estates,  as  developed  in  the  transactions  of 
more  recent  periods,  displays  in  many  instances  a marked  disregard  of  the  public 
interests  on  the  part  of  the  bodies  under  whose  control  they  have  fallen,  and  affords 
evidence  from  which  the  character  of  the  earlier  appropriations  may  be  inferred. 

The  members  of  the  common  councils,  or  governing  bodies,  frequently  appear  in 
the  rentals  of  Corporate  property  as  the  favoured  grantees  or  the  lessees  of  long  and 
valuable  Leases,  amounting  in  many  instances  to  perpetuities,  at  inadequate  rents, 
which  appear  to  have  been  made  'without  survey  or  advertisement,  the  same  parties 
being  thus,  substantially,  the  lessor  and  lessee,  and  exercising  without  scruple,  or 
regard  to  public  duty  or  trust,  in  their  own  favour,  a complete  dominion  over  the 
estates  of  the  community. 

In  other  cases  the  influential  station  of  the  patron  has  been  used  to  secure  the 
appropriation,  to  his  own  use,  of  the  Corporate  property. 

Amongst  the  most  flagrant,  as  well  as  recent,  are  the  cases  of  Cashel  and  Naas, 
the  peculiar  and  extraordinary  circumstances  attending  which  are  detailed  in  the 
Reports  on  those  Corporations,  and  demand  grave  consideration. 

Other  Corporations  present  similar,  though  not  so  very  remarkable  or  recent  ex- 
amples of  violation  of  the  public  duties  of  the  governing  bodies,  and  demonstrate 
the  ill  effects  of  that  misapprehension  of  the  character,  or  perversion  of  the  princi- 
ples of  municipal  constitution,  which  has  enabled  such  bodies  to  abuse  and  mis- 
apply the  extensive  powers  and  properties  intrusted  to  their  administration. 

The  management  of  the  Corporate  revenues  is,  almost  everywhere,  in  the  hands 
of  the  governing  bodies ; and  except  in  a few  Corporations,  where,  by  the  constitution, 
the  courts  or  assemblies  of  the  freemen  are  to  be  consulted  for  the  approval  of  Cor- 
porate acts,  the  management  and  disposition  are  altogether  secret. 

By  this  Secrecy  of  the  proceedings  it  becomes  difficult  to  correct  error:  mis- 
conduct, if  committed,  is  secured  from  detection,  suspicion  is  excited  as  to  the 
motives  and  proceedings  of  the  members,  and  the  wholesome  check  of  public  opi- 
nion, and  protection  of  public  vigilance,  over  the  disposition  of  the  Corporate  funds, 
are  lost. 

In  some  boroughs  all  Corporate  property  has  disappeared,  and  there  are  no 
funds  applicable  to  the  maintenance  of  the  magistracy  or  police- of  the  town.  In 
some  places,  as  Dublin,  Londonderry,  and  Waterford,  very  considerable  Debts  have 
been  incurred,  and  are  charges  upon  the  Corporate  property. 
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In  some  cases,  the  officers  intrusted  with  the  receipt  and  disbursement  of  the  Accounts, 
funds  appear  to  continue  for  years  without  accounting  for  them  ; in  some,  private 
and  public  Accounts  are  intermixed.  In  Dublin,  an  annual  publication  of  the  in- 
come and  expenditure  of  the  Corporation  is  made  for  distribution  anions  the 
members  of  the  common  council,  and  the  mode  in  which  the  accounts  of  thatbody 
are  kept  is,  in  many  respects,  creditable  to  the  officers  concerned ; but,  even  in 
Dublin,  this  publication  is  not  intended  for  the  public  at  large,  or  the  freemen, 
and  is  limited  to  the  Corporate  property ; and  neither  the  Corporation  nor  the 
inhabitants  have  any  mode  of  examining,  inspecting,  audit,  or  check  over  the  ac- 
counts of  the  many  boards  which  administer  the  taxes  levied  for  police ; wide 
streets ; paving  and  lighting,  (the  latter  tax  of  itself  amounting  to  £34,000 
per  annum ;)  the  grand  jury  assessments,  &c. 

There  seems  to  us  to  be  no  just  or  reasonable  objection  to  full  publicity  of,  and 
readiness  of  access  to,  all  accounts,  of  income  and  disbursement,  of  municipal  funds, 
for  all  persons  concerned  in  their  due  application. 


The  payment  of  the  Municipal  officers  forms  the  chief  head  of  Expenditure  in  the  Expenditure, 
greater  number  of  the  Corporations  possessed  of  property. 

In  some,  a portion  of  the  revenues  is  also  directed  to  other  purposes  of  local 
utility;  but  the  funds  applicable  to  such  purposes  are  generally  very  inadequate, 
compared  with  what  would  have  been  at  the  disposal  of  the  municipal  body 
under  more  correct  management  of  the  estates.  The  Corporate  accounts  pre- 
sent frequent  entries  of  improvident  disbursements  to  individuals,  and  for  purposes 
inconsistent  with  a due  application  of  the  revenues  to  the  public  uses  of  the  com- 
munity, which  will  be  found  noticed  in  the  local  Reports. 


The  existing  state  of  the  law  precludes  (save  at  the  hazard  of  enormous  Difficulties  of  Legal 
expense)  the  institution  of  a Judicial  Inquiry  into  the  propriety  of  such  expenditure,  In<luil'y  int0- 
and  the  right  of  the  governing  body  to  dispose  of  the  Corporate  property  at  pleasure, 
for  their  individual  and  private  benefit. 

The  Corporations  insist  that  they  are  entitled  to  the  estates  in  absolute  domi- 
nion, to  dispose  of  at  their  will  and  pleasure,  and  not  upon  any  trust  whatever. 


In  the  case  of  one  Corporation,  that  of  Limerick,  the  loeal  Act  for  its  regula-  Limerick  Act. 
tionwe  have  already  alluded  to,  4 Geo.  IV.  c.  126.  s.  25,  provides  a cheap  and  ffiv™nbryandWb1S 
Summary  Power  of  interference,  by  petition  to  the  Court  of  Chancery  or  Exche-  § Geo.nL  c.  ioi. 
quer,  in  cases  requiring  the  direction  or  order  of  a court  of  equity  for  the  admi- 
nistration of  the  Corporate  revenues ; hut,  save,  in  cases  of  charities,  for  which 
a similar  mode  of  intervention  is  given  by  the  53  Geo.  III.  c.  101,  there  is  not 
any  such  provision  applicable  to  the  management  of  the  general  revenues  of  Muni- 
cipal Corporations.  The  extension  of  the  powers  of  this  wholesome  statute  to  all 
cases  within  the  mischief,  witli  such  provisions  as  would  prevent  members  of  the 
Corporate  bodies,  found  guilty  of  abusing  the  trusts  confided  to  them,  from  being 
reimbursed  their  costs  from  the  Corporate  funds,  would  tend  to  prevent  future 
misapplication  and  abuse,  and  facilitate  correction  and  .amendment. 


We  have  not  found  sufficient  evidence  to  enable  us  to  say  that  the  Income  .and  Corporate  Income 
runds  of  the  Municipal  Corporations  are,  generally,  in  their  nature  Charitable,  or  natur£antable  m ltS 
that  by  the  original  title  they  were,  at  least  directly,  clothed  with  uses  which  could 
P-Perly  be  so  described  as  to  bring  them  within  the  provisions  of.  the  53  Geo.  III., 

The  properties  of  the  Corporations  of  Limerick  and  Galway  have,  however, 
een  established  to  be  properly  applicable  to  public  uses  in  their  nature  charitable; 
e former,  by  the  Act  of  Parliament  already  alluded  to  for  the - regulation  of  .that 
0 y ’ an^  the  latter,  by  the  decision  of  the  Court  .of  Chancery  in  Ireland,  founded 
express  language  of  the  charters  to!  that  town, 
ms  distribution  of  the  revenues  was,  in  both,  long  denied  and  resisted  by  the 
governing  bodies. 

re]w-e-SU^m^  to  Your  Majesty’s  gracious  consideration  the  propriety  ;of  giving  such 
ie , m respect  to  Corporations  generally,  by  removing  All  doubt  upon  this  subject 
y egislative  provision,  and  restoring  those  funds  to  their  proper  trusts  and  purposes. 

ortions  of  the  Corporate  revenues  are*  in -some  Corporations,  .devoted  to 'the  Schools  and  Cha- 
ritable Funds, 
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REPORTS  FROM  COMMISSIONERS  ON 


Belfast. 


Ecclesiastical  Pa- 
tronage. 


Seventh  Head : 
Tolls  and  Customs. 

Claim  to. 


Toll  Thorough. 
Murage  Grants. 


Considerations  of. 


Statute 

25  Hen.  YI.  c.  3. 


support  of  Schools  and  Charitable  Foundations ; and,  in  a few  instances,  funds  have 
been  vested  in  the  Corporate  Body  by  benevolent  individuals  for  charitable  pur- 
poses. The  nature  and  particulars  of  such  funds,  and  their  distribution,  are  stated 
in  the  local  Reports. 

An  important  modern  instance  of  the  abuse  of  such  trusts,  which  we  deem 
it  necessary  more  especially  to  allude  to,  is  in  the  case  of  Belfast,  in  part  in- 
vestigated before  the  Committee  of  the  blouse  of  Commons  on  Municipal  Corpo- 
rations in  1833.  It  appears  that  several  benevolent  individuals  had,  from  time  to 
time,  intrusted  to  the  sovereign  and  free  burgesses  of  that  borough  sums  of  money, 
which  formed,  by  accumulation,  a considerable  fund,  to  be  applied  to  charitable 
purposes  in  the  district.  This  property  was,  for  many  years,  carefully  managed 
and  secured,  and  the  income  faithfully  disbursed.  But,  for  the  last  thirty  years, 
the  trusts  have  been  wholly  neglected;  the  charitable  funds,  which  were  out- 
standing on  securities,  were  called  in,  and  came  to  the  hands  of  individual  members 
of  the  Corporation,  who  appropriated  them  to  their  own  use ; and  it  depends  upou 
the  result  of  a suit  pending  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  in  Ireland  whether  any 
part  of  these  funds  can  be  recovered. 

We  have  also  noticed,  in  the  local  Reports,  the  charitable  institutions  and  public 
boards  of  which  any  of  the  Corporate  officers  are  ex  officio  governors  or  trustees. 
In  this  latter  class  of  cases  we  have  rarely  found  that  such  officers  of  the  Muni- 
cipal Corporation  took  a usefully  active  part  in  the  management  of  these  insti- 
tutions, or  that  they  were  fit  depositaries  of  such  trusts.  The  Blue  Coat  Hospital 
in  Dublin,  as  described  in  the  local  Report  of  that  city,  may  be  referred  to  as  an 
example  of  the  inefficiency  of  such  managers  of  establishments  of  that  nature. 

A few  Municipal  Corporations  possess  Ecclesiastical  Patronage,  the  exercise  of 
which  is,  by  the  10  Geo.  IV.  c.  7,  s.  15,  expressly  limited  to  the  Protestant 
members. 

VII.  The  Tolls  and  Customs  within  their  receipt  or  under  their  management. 

The  tolls  and  customs  within  the  receipt  of  the  Municipal  Corporations,  and 
under  their  management,  form,  in  some,  a very  important  branch  of  the  Corporate 
revenue,  and,  in  several,  are  the  only  funds  at  their  disposal.  They  may 
be  divided  into  two  classes : tolls  claimed  originally  as  toll  thorough,  in  considera- 
tion of  services  performed  by  the  Corporate  bodies,  in  the  repair  and  preservation 
of  the  streets,  bridges,  and  walls  of  the  Corporate  towns ; and  tolls  deriving  their 
origin  from  grants  of  fairs  and  markets. 

The  ancient  public  records  show  numerous  grants  of  liberty  to  the  Corporate 
towns  to  take  certain  tolls  for  limited  periods,  towards  the  building  and  repairs  of 
the  town  walls.  All  the  Municipal  Corporations,  which  claim  tolls  of  this  nature, 
appear  to  have  at  various  times  obtained  such  temporary  grants  ; and  to  a few, 
grants  of  such  tolls  were  made  in  perpetuity,  as  in  Galway,  where  very  considerable 
tolls  are  collected  under  such  title.  They  are,  however,  generally  in  practice, 
though  we  apprehend  untruly,  claimed  as  belonging  by  prescription  to  the  Cor- 
porate bodies.  ^ 

The  Considerations  for  which  they  were  given  have  been  almost  everywhere 
neglected,  some  long  unperformed,  some  imperfectly  attended  to;  the  ancient 
walls  and  fortifications  are  generally  razed  or  fallen  to  decay.  The  occasional 
repairs  of  portions  of  the  public  streets,  and,  in  some,  of  one  or  more  bridges, 
are  the  only  services  of  this  character  now  performed  by  any  of  the  Municipal 
Corporations ; and  in  the  great  majority  a large  share  of  the  expense  of  such  works 
is  defi'ayed  by  grand  jury  presentments  on  the  county  at  large,  or  on  the  Corporate 
district,  if  a county  of  itself. 

The  language  of  the  ancient  grants  generally  limited  the  tolls  granted  to  charges 
on  goods  coming  to  the  Corporate  towns  to  be  sold ; and,  by  an  Act  of  the  Irish 
Parliament,  the  25  Hen.  VI.  c.  3,  reciting,  “ That  many  people  took  and  levied, 
customs  of  merchants  passing  and  going  with  their  merchandize  through  the  King’s 
highways,  against  right  and  reason,”  it  was  enacted,  “ that  no  man  should  be  so  hardy 
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thenceforward  to  take  or  levy,  or  cause  to  be  taken  or  levied,  any  such  custom  of 

merchants,  or  of  other  people  in  the  King’s  highway  or  elsewhere,  but  within  cities, 

boroughs,  or  other  merchant  towns  where  the  said  merchandize  be  bought  or  sold, 

or  brought  to  be  sold  there,  as  they  have  power  and  sufficient  authority  to  take 

and  levy  such  customs.”  This  Act  was  repealed  by  the  6 Geo.  IV.  c.  105, 

among  the  Acts  relating  to  the  customs ; but  the  exaction  of  toll  thorough  is 

still  restrained  by  the  provision  of  another  Irish  statute,  the  4 Anne,  c.  8,  which,  4 Anue,  c.  8. 

after  reciting  that  the  exacting  and  receiving  toll  for  any  sort  of  goods  or  cattle,' 

either  driven  or  carried  through  any  city,  Corporate  or  market  town,  or  other  place 

within  the  realm  where  such  city,  Corporate  or  market  town,  at  their  own  costs  and 

charges,  do  not  keep  up  and  repair  some  public  bridge  or  bridges,  over  which  such 

goods  or  cattle  shall  be  driven,  or  carried,  is  greatly  prejudicial  to  the  subjects  of 

this  realm,  and  a discouragement  to  trade  in  general,  enacts,  “ That  from  the 

26th  day  of  June  1 (05,  no  toll  shall  be  demanded  or  received  by  any  Corporation, 

or  other  person  or  persons,  for  any  cattle,  goods,  or  merchandize  whatsoever,  that 

shall  be  (hove  or  carried  into  or  through  any  city,  borough,  market  town,  or  other 

place,  where  the  same  shall  not  be  sold,  consumed,  or  slaughtered;”  but  it  provides 

by  sec.  2,  that  “ where  any  person  or  persons,  or  bodies  politic,  theretofore  lawfully 

could  demand  or  take  any  toll  for  any  cattle  or  other  goods,  driven  or  carried  over 

any  bridge  or  bridges,  for  or  in  respect  of  such  person  or  persons,  or  body  politic, 

being  obliged  at  his  or  their  own  costs  and  charges,  and  not  at  the  costs  and  charges 

of  any  county,  county  of  a city,  or  county  of  a town,  to  keep  such  bridge  or  bridges 

in  repair,  that  in  such  cases  such  person  or  persons,  or  body  politic,  may  receive  and 

take  such  reasonable  toll  for  such  cattle  or  goods  driven  or  carried  over  such  bridges 

as  he  or  they  might  have  before  done  by  law.” 

The  claim  to  toll  thorough  is  therefore  by  this  statute  restrained,  as  to  cattle 
or  goods  not  sold,  consumed,  or  slaughtered  in  the  city  or  borough,  to  such  toll  as 
could  before  the  passing  of  the  Act  be  lawfully  demanded  for  cattle  or  other  goods 
driven  or  carried  over  any  bridge  repaired  by  the  party  who  claims  such  toll ; and 
as  to  cattle  or  goods  sold,  consumed,  or  slaughtered  in  the  city  or  borough,  it  is 
subject  to  the  general  rules  of  law  applicable  to  such  toll,  which  require  that  the 
consideration  for  its  payment  should  be  performed  in  respect  of  the  place  for  pass- 
ing over  which  it  is  demanded.  Yet,  notwithstanding  these  Acts,  until  of  very  late 
years,  toll  thorough  was  very  generally  demanded,  and  became  the  subject  of  violent 
contest  and  angry  litigation. 

The  difficulty  of  supporting  their  claims  to  toll,  as  toll  thorough,  has  led  to  a Claim  to  Toll 
recent  assertion,  by  the  Corporations  of  Cork  and  Limerick,  of  a right  to  the  cus-  T™veFSG  >“  Cork 
toms  claimed  by  them  us  Toll  Traverse,  on  the  ground  that  the  property  in  the  soil  an  unellcl‘ 
or  place  where  they  demanded  toll  was  originally  theirs,  and  that,  in  dedicating  it 
JJU^C  as  a highway,  they  reserved  the  right  to  toll  for  passing  over  it. 

These  Corporations  succeeded  in  establishing  this  title,  and  retain  the  enjoyment 
oi  the  tolls  so  claimed;  but,  as  we  apprehend,  subject  to  the  general  provisions  of 
the  statute  of  Queen  Anne  above  stated.  Most  other  Corporate  bodies,  among 
which  is  that  of  Dublin,  have  yielded  to  the  general  resistance  recently  made 
to  such  claims,  and  entirely  abandoned  the  collection  of  the  tolls  formerly  enjoyed 
by  them  or  their  officers,  and  taken  at  the  entrances  to  the  towns. 

The  Fair  and  Market  Tolls  levied  by  the  Corporate  authorities  are  derived  under  Fair  and  Market 
giants  which  rarely  define  specifically  the  charges  to  he  made.  They  are  conse-  ToIIs- 
quently  limited  only  by  the  general  principles  which  would  control  even  the  express 
provisions  of  the  charters,  and  must  be  reasonable  in  amount. 

The  separate  Reports  contain  Schedules  and  other  particulars  of  the  tolls  and  Schedules, 
cus  oms  claimed  by  the  Municipal.  Corporations,  from  which  it  is  apparent  how 
re  quently  in  practice  the  legal  principles,  or  the  provisions  of  the  enactments  to  ’ 
ic  i we  have  adverted,  have  been  overlooked.  Tolls,  excessive,  and  unrea- 
ona  ie  m amount,  were  frequently  exacted.  In  the  schedules  we  often  find 
to]]1S<f  on  ^ie  petty  articles  of  traffic  of  the  poorest  classes,  and  of  which  the 
s emanded  form  a serious  portion  of  the  intrinsic  value,  and  few  of  the 
Can  re^er  the  legal  origin  of  their  title  to  tolls  to  a period  'which 
sanction,  by  prescriptive  usage,  the  charges  made  on  many  of  the  items 
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comprised  in  tbe  schedules.  The  mode  of  collection,  too,  has  been  such  as,  com- 
bined with  the  doubts  of  the  strict  legality  of  the  demand,  to  provoke  a violent 
course  of  resistance.  They  have  been  often  unjustly  and  illegally  claimed  and 
enforced;  often  resisted  and  encountered  by  violence  and  tumult.  The  law  has 
been  transgressed  on  both  sides ; on  the  one,  by  the  illegal  assertion  of  right ; on 
the  other,  by  illegal  resistance  to  wrong ; a state  of  things  unhappily  not  infrequent 
in  Ireland. 

Objections  to  this  To  the  Corporate  Bodies  this  source  of  income  is  uncertain  in  amount,  and. 

Source  of  Income,  especially  in  the  smaller  towns,  expensive  and  wasteful  in  the  collection.  To  the 
public  at  large  it  is  obnoxious  and  unpopular,  as  well  from  the  nature  of  the  impost, 
and  the  mode  in  which  its  payment  is  enforced,  as  from  the  exclusive  character  of 
the  body  in  whose  name  it  is  demanded,  and  the  purposes  to  which  it  is  applied, 
which  rarely  include  any  beneficial  expenditure  for  the  accommodation  of  those 
whose  property  and  industry  contribute  to  the  tax.  This  unpopularity  extends  of 
course  to  those  who  are  the  immediate  agents  in  the  collection,  and  to  the  muni- 
cipal authorities.  The  character  of  the  local  Corporate  courts  and  magistracy  is 
prejudiced  by  their  being  resorted  to  as  tribunals  to  enforce  such  demands,  in 
which  to  some  extent,  however  trifling,  they  appear  to  have  an  interest.  The 
attempted  or  suspected  evasions  of  those  returning  from  the  fairs  and  markets 
are  often  encountered  by  the  inferior  agents  in  the  collection  by  the  enforced 
administration  of  an  oath  that  the  cattle  brought  back  have  not  been  sold, — a practice 
which,  in  itself  illegal,  leads,  as  might  be  expected  on  such  occasions,  to  disgraceful 
scenes  of  turbulence  and  riot. 

These  remarks  apply,  in  many  points,  as  well  to  the  tolls  and  customs  within 
the  receipt  and  management  of  Corporations,  as  those  claimed  by  private  indivi- 
duals in  the  Corporate  towns,  which  we  have  found,  when  collected,  not  less 
obnoxious  than  those  levied  by  the  Corporations. 

The  collection  of  tolls  and  customs  in  Ireland  has  been  frequently  the  subject 
of  complaint  and  investigation  in  the  Irish  and  Imperial  Parliaments,  but  still 
remains  without  adequate  redress.  The  terms  of  Your  Majesty’s  Commission  limited 
our  inquiries  to  those  claimed  by  the  Municipal  Corporations;  but  we  cannot 
conclude  our  remarks  on  this  branch  of  the  inquiry  without  observing  on  the 
necessity  that  appears  to  exist,  as  far  as  our  observation  extended,  of  a thorough 
revision  by  legislative  authority  of  the  entire  system. 

Eighth  Head:  VIII.  The  several  Local  Jurisdictions  existing  within  the  Limits  of  the  Cor- 

■Local  Jurisdictions.  , m 

porate  lowns. 

Manor  Courts.  The  only  local  jurisdictions,  except  those  already  noticed,  which  we  have  found 

existing  within  the  limits  of  Corporate  towns,  are  Courts  held  before  Seneschals 
appointed  by  the  Lords  of  Manors.  These  jurisdictions  most  commonly  derive 
their  origin  from  the  patents  of  the  respective  manors  or  reputed  manors.  They 
are  very  numerous  in  Ireland,  and  are  exercised  within  the  limits  of  several 
Corporate  towns.  They  sometimes  possess  powers  of  adjudication  to  an  unlimited 
amount,  and  generally  over  extensive  rural  districts.  The  usual  pecuniary  limit 
of  the  jurisdictions  is  £10;  in  several,  it  extends  to  £200.  The  procedings  in  these 
courts  are  conducted  partly  according  to  the  ancient  forms  of  the  common  law,  as 
in  the  borough  courts,  and  partly  by  civil  bill,  under  the  regulations  of  the  statute 
25  Geo.  III.  c.  44,  (which  gives  an  appeal  from  the  decrees  in  such  cases  to  the 
county  assizes,)  and  other  later  Acts  passed  for  the  regulation  of  these  courts. 

The  general  course  pursued  in  the  administration  of  justice  in  these  tribunals 
is  subject  to  serious  observation  and  animadversion.  The  appointment  of  the  judge 
being  vested  in  the  casual  and  irresponsible  proprietors  of  the  manors,  or  their 
agents,  they  sometimes  confide,  to  persons  very  imperfectly  qualified  and  educated 
for  such  situations,  the  duty  of  presiding  in  the  manorial  court.  The  seneschals 
are  not  unfrequently  persons  little  entitled  to  respect  from  their  station  or 
professional  knowledge ; and  the  courts  are  often  held  at  inns  and  public  houses, 
without  regard  to  regularity  or  decorum,  and  with  little  observance  of  legal 
principle.  Very  general  dissatisfaction  and  want  of  confidence  prevail  on  the 
subject  of  these  jurisdictions;  and  they  are  seldom  resorted  to  where  the  Civil 
Bill  Court  of  the  assistant  barrister  can  be  applied  to  without  great  inconvenience 
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as  to  time  or  distance.  An  improved  constitution  of  the  borough  courts  would 
probably,  in  most  cases,  tend  to  supersede  the  exercise  of  the  manorial  juris- 
dictions within  the  Corporate  limits,  and  put  an  end  to  their  continuance  in  such 
districts. 

We  have  detailed,  in  the  separate  Reports,  the  state  of  the  Police,  and  other 
municipal  regulations  in  the  Corporate  towns,  showing  where,  and  to  what  extent, 
tliey  are  connected  with  or  enforced  by  the  Corporate  authorities,  and  where 
administered  under  separate  jurisdictions. 

In  general  the  police,  when  it  exists  at  all  under  or  in  connexion  with  Corporate 
authority,  is  very  imperfect,  and  inadequate  to  the  purposes  for  which  it  is  required ; 
and  improved  provisions,  either  of  legislative  enactment,  or  municipal  bye-laws,  or 
both,  are  required  upon  this  subject.  In  the  city  of  Dublin  itself  there  is  great 
room  for.  improvement  in  this  respect.  The  police  force,  it  is  complained,  is  too 
small  for  the  duty,  and  consequently  not  as  efficient  as  it  might  and  ought  to  be. 
The  want  of  an  effective  magistracy  and  of  sufficient  inferior  officers,  and  the 
irregularity  of  boundaries  of  local  jurisdictions,  present  obstacles  and  impediments 
in  this  respect,  throughout  the  several  districts,  deserving  of  serious  consideration. 

In  most  places  the  duties  of  police  are  performed  by  the  constabulary  force  of  the 
county  in  which  the  Corporate  town  is  situated.  The  Watching,  Lighting,  Paving, 
Cleansing,  and  Improving  of  the  town,  and  the  supplying  it  with  Water,  when 
attended  to,  are  frequently  under  the  care  of  local  commissioners  under  special  Acts 
of  Parliament,  or  in  some  instances  under  the  very  beneficial  provisions  of  the 
general  Act  for  such  purposes,  9 Geo.  IV.  c.  82.  In  seaport  towns  the  preservation 
and  improvement  of  the  Harbour  are  also  usually  vested  by  local  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment in  a separate  body  of  incorporated  commissioners,  while  the  general  care  and 
advancement  of  the  commercial  interests  of  the  community  are  in  many  cities  and 
towns  under  the  direction  of  voluntary  associations,  or  chambers  of  commerce. 
Thus  the  duties  and  functions  which,  under  a well-arranged  local  constitution, 
would  naturally  devolve  on,  and  of  right  belong  to,  and  probably  be  best  attended 
by  a well-constituted  Municipal  Corporation,  are  distributed  among  a number  of 
distinct  institutions,  with  separate  and  expensive  establishments  and  officers. 

The  separate  Reports  contain  such  particulars  as  to  the  limits,  extent,  population, 
and  trade  of  each  Corporate  district,  as  may  serve  to  show  its  relative  importance, 
and  the  nature  and  amount  of  the  interests,  the  care  of  which  would  be  intrusted  to 
its  local  government. 

In  these  Reports,  and  the  remarks  we  have  thus  made  on  the  matters  pointed  out 
by  Your  Majesty’s  Commission,  we  have  abstained  from  any  reference  to  the  politi- 
cal views  with  which  many  of  the  Municipal  Corporations  may  have  been  created, 
and  the  constitutions  of  all  modified  or  controlled  by  the  general  enactments  of 
the  Legislature.  Whether  those  views  or  alterations  were  consistent  with  sound  and 
judicious  policy,  or  were  justified  by  events;  whether  the  institutions  and  modifications, 
created  at  particular  periods,  and  for  particular  purposes,  answered  the  expectations 
of  those  by  whom  they  were  established,  in  reference  to  the  general  policy  of  the 
state,  we  have  not  deemed  it  within  our  province  to  inquire.  W e have  considered  these 
bodies  in  the  direct  and  immediate  relation  which  they  bear  to  the  respective  com- 
munities to  which  they  are  either  actually  or  nominally  attached,  and  as  the 
instruments  of  local  advantage,  or  the  contrary,  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Corporate 
district. 

In  this  view,  and  with  this  object,  we  have,  in  these  Reports,  humbly  endea- 
voured to  point  out  wherein,  either  in  principle  or  practice,  their  constitution  or 
proceedings  appear  to  us  defective,  and  where  those  defects  result  from  the  original 
frame  of  the  Corporate  society,  or  have  been  produced  by  unauthorized  deviation 
from,  or  violation  of,  its  arrangements.  The  operation  of  those  defects  extends 
beyond  what  may  be  deemed  mere  Corporate  limits.  The  Corporations  have  long 
become  unpopular,  and  objects  of  suspicion.  As  at  present  constituted  they  are, 
in  many  instances,  of  no  service  to  the  community ; in  others,  injurious ; in  all, 
insufficient  and  inadequate  to  the  proper  purposes  and  ends  of  such  institu- 
tions. The  public  distrust  in  them  attaches  on  their  officers  and  nominees; 
and  the  result  is  a failure  of  that  respect  for,  and  confidence  in,  the  ministers  of 
justice  and  police,  which  ought  to  subsist  in  well-regulated  communities,  which, 
where  they  do  exist,  conduce  so  much  to  the  peace  and  good  order  of  society,  and 
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without  which  the  authority  of  the  law  may  be  dreaded,  but  cannot  be  respected  or 
effective. 

We  have  not  thought  ourselves  authorized  to  recommend  specific  measures  of 
improvement  in  our  Reports — save  so  far  as  the  notice  of,  and  necessary  observa- 
tions upon,  the  defect,  and  cause  of  evil,  tend  to  suggest  the  remedy.  But  we  feel 
it  to  be  our  duty  humbly  to  represent  to  Your  Majesty,  that  the  early  and  effectual 
correction  of  the  existing  evils,  and  the  prevention  of  future  mischief,  are  anxiously 
desired,  and  essentially  requisite ; and  that  these  benefits  can  be  attained,  only,  by 
means  of  a general  and  complete  Reform  of  the  constitutions  of  the  Municipal 
Corporations  in  Ireland. 

We  humbly  submit  this  Report  to  Your  Majesty’s  Royal  Consideration. 


LOUIS  PERRIN.  (X  S ) 

JAMES  MOODY.  (X  S .) 

WILLIAM  HANNAH.  (X  S .) 
MAURICE  KING.  ( X S .) 

WILLIAM  E.  HUDSON.  ( L . S .) 
ACHESON  LYLE.  (X  S .) 

MAZIERE  BRADY.  (X  S .) 

JOHN  R.  CORBALLIS.  (L.  S .) 
PHILIP  FOGARTY.  (L.  S.) 
DAVID  R.  PIGOT.  (L.  S.) 

HENRY  BALDWIN,  and  (X  S.) 
MATTHEW  R.  SAUSSE.  (X  S.)  . 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  COMMISSIONERS  ON 


THE  SOUTHERN  CIRCUIT. 


COUNTIES. 

CORK.  I LIMERICK. 

CORK,  (City).  | WATERFORD. 


TOWNS. 

1.  Baltimore  .... 

2.  Bandonbridge 

3.  Castle  Martyr 

4.  Ciiarleville  .... 

5.  Cloughnakilty 

6.  Cork.  ..... 

7.  Doneraile  .... 

8.  Dungarvan  .... 

9.  ICilmallock  .... 

10.  Kinsale  ..... 

11.  Lismore  ..... 

12.  Mallow  .... 

13.  Middleton  .... 

14.  Rathcormac  .... 

15.  Tallagh  .... 

16.  Youghal  .... 


County  of  Cork. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

County  of  the  City  of. 
County  of  Cork. 
County  of  Waterford. 
County  of  Limerick. 
County  of  Cork. 
County  of  Waterford. 
County  of  Cork. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

County  of  Waterford. 
County  of  Cork. 


Commissioners. 

ACHESON  LYLE,  Esq.  | PHILIP  FOGARTY,  Esq. 


THE  MIDLAND  CIRCUIT. 


COUNTIES. 

carlow!  ’ 

DUBLIN. 

KILDARE. 

KING'S. 

MEATH. 


QUEEN’S. 

ROSCOMMON. 

WESTMEATH. 

WICKLOW. 


TOWNS. 

1.  Athboy  .... 

2.  Athlone  ..... 

3.  Athy  ...... 

4.  Ballinakill  . 

5.  Baltinolass  ..... 

6.  Banagher  ..... 

7.  Blessington 

8.  Carlow  ..... 

9.  Dulebk  ..... 

10.  Fore  . . . . _ 

11.  Harristown  . ... 

12.  Kells  ...... 

13.  Kilbeggan  ..... 

14.  Kildare  ..... 

15.  Maryborough  ..... 

16.  Naas 

17.  Navan  .....! 

18.  Newcastle  ..... 

19.  Old  Leighlin  .... 

20.  Philipstown  ..... 

21.  Portarlington  .... 

22.  Ratoath 

23.  Swords  .... 

24.  Trim 


County  of  Meath. 

Counties  of  Westmeath  and  Roscommon. 
County  of  Kildare. 

Queen’s  Countj'. 

County  of  Wicklow. 

King’s  County. 

County  of  Wicklow. 

County  of  Carlow. 

County  of  Meath. 

County  of  Westmeath. 

County  of  Kildare. 

County  of  Meath. 

County  of  Westmeath. 

County  of  Kildare. 

Queen’s  County. 

County  of  Kildare. 

County  of  Meath. 

County  of  Dublin. 

County  of  Carlow. 

King’s  County. 

Queen’s  and  King’s  County. 

County  of  Meath. 

County  of  Dublin. 

County  of  Meath. 


JOHN  COLHOUN,  Esq. 


Commissioners. 

| HENRY  BALDWIN,  Esq. 
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MUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS  IN  IRELAND. 

THE  WESTERN  CIRCUIT. 


COUNTIES. 


CLARE. 

GALWAY. 
GALWAY  TOWN. 
KERRY. 
LIMERICK. 


LIMERICK  CITY. 

LONGFORD. 

MAYO. 

ROSCOMMON. 


TOWNS. 

1.  AnDFERT 

2.  Askeaton  ..... 

3.  Athenry  ..... 

4.  Castlebar  .... 

5.  Dingle  ..... 

6.  Ennis  ..... 

7.  Galway  ..... 

8.  Lanes borough  .... 

9.  Limerick  ..... 

10.  Roscommon  .... 

11.  Tralee  ..... 

12.  Tuam  . .... 

13.  Tulske  ..... 


. County  of  Kerry. 

. County  of  Limerick. 

. County  of  Galway. 

. County  of  Mayo. 

. County  of  Kerry. 

. County  of  Clare. 

. County  of  the  Town  of  Galway. 

. County  of  Long-ford. 

. County  of  the  City  of  Limerick. 

. County  of  Roscommon. 

. County  of  Kerry. 

. County  of  Galway. 

. County  of  Roscommon. 


Commissioners. 

MAZIERE  BRADY,  Esq.  | JOHN  RICHARD  CORBALLIS,  Esq. 


THE  SOUTH-EASTERN  CIRCUIT. 


COUNTIES. 


KILKENNY. 
KILKENNY  (City). 
TIPPERARY. 
WATERFORD. 


WATERFORD  (City). 

WEXFORD. 

WICKLOW. 


1.  Bannow  . 

2.  Callan 

3.  Cariesfort 

4.  Cashel 

5.  Clonmel 

6.  Clonmines 

7.  Enniscorthy 

8.  Feathard 

9.  Feathard 

10.  Gorey,  or  Newb 

11.  Gowran 

12.  Inistiogue 

13.  Irishtown 

14.  Kilkenny 

15.  Knocktopher 

16.  New  Ross 

17.  Taghmon 

18.  Thomastown 

19.  Waterford 

20.  Wexford 

21.  Wicklow 


TOWNS. 


County  of  Wexford. 

County  of  Kilkenny. 

County  of  Wicklow. 

County  of  Tipperary. 

Counties  of  Tipperary  and  Waterford. 
County  of  Wexford. 

County  of  Wexford. 

County  of  Tipperary. 

County  of  Wexford. 

County  of  Wexford. 

County  of  Kilkenny. 

County  of  Kilkenny. 

County  of  the  City  of  Kilkenny. 
County  of  the  City  of. 

County  of  Kilkenny. 

County  of  Wexford. 

County  of  Wexford. 

County  of  Kilkenny. 

County  of  the  City  of. 

County  of  Wexford. 

County  of  Wicklow. 


Commissioners. 

WILLIAM  HANNAH,  Esq.  ) MAURICE  KING,  Esq. 
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' APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  COMMISSIONERS,  &c. 
THE  NORTH-EASTERN  CIRCUIT. 


COUNTIES. 

ANTRIM. 

ARMAGH. 

CARRICKFERGUS  (of  the  Town  of.) 

DOWN. 


DROGHEDA  (of  the  Town  of. I 
LOUTH. 

MONAGHAN. 

TYRONE. 


1.  Antrim 

2.  Ardee 

3.  Armagh 

4.  Bangor 

5.  Belfast 

6.  Carlingfcrd 

7.  Carrickfergus 
S.  Charlemont 
9.  Downpatrick 

10.  Drogheda 

11.  Dundalk 

12.  Dungannon 

13.  Dunleer 

14.  Hillsborough 

15.  Killileagh  . 

16.  Lisburne 

17.  Monaghan  . 

18.  Newtown  Ardes 

19.  Newby 

20.  Randalstown 


TOWNS. 

. . County  of  Antrim. 

. . County  of  Louth. 

. . County  of  Armagh. 

. . County  of  Down. 

County  of  Antrim. 

. . County  of  Louth. 

. . County  of  the  Town  of. 

. . County  of  Armagh. 

. . County  of  Down. 

. . County  of  the  Town  of. 

. . County  of  Louth. 

. . County  of  Tyrone. 

. . County  of  Louth. 

. . County  of  Down. 

. . County  of  Down. 

. . County  of  Antrim. 

. . County  of  Monaghan. 

. . County  of  Down. 

County  of  Down. 

. . County  of  Antrim. 


£ Commissioners. 

f WILLIAM  ELLIOT  HUDSON,  Esq.  | MATTHEW  RICHARD  SAUSSE,  Esq. 

r — 


THE  NORTH-WESTERN  CIRCUIT. 


COUNTIES. 

CAVAN. 

LONGFORD. 

DONEGALL. 

ROSCOMMON. 

FERMANAGH. 

SLIGO. 

LEITRIM. 

TYRONE. 

LONDONDERRY. 

WESTMEATH. 

1.  Agher 

2.  Belturbet 

3.  Cavan 

4.  Cl.OGHER  . 

5.  Limavaddy 


TOWNS. 


County  of  Tyrone. 

County  of  Cavan. 

County  of  Cavan. 

County  of  Tyrone. 

County  and  City  of  Londonderry. 


Commissioners. 

JAMES  MOODY,  Esq.  | MATTHEW  RICHARD  SAUSSE,  Esq. 


6.  Ballyshannon  . 

7.  Boyle 

8.  Carrick-on-Shannon 

9.  Coleraine 

10.  Donegal 

11.  Enniskillen  . 

12.  Granard 

13.  Jamestown 

14.  Lifford 

15.  Londonderry 

16.  Longford 

17.  Mullingar 

18.  Sligo 

19.  Strabane 

20.  St.  Johnstown 

21.  St.  Johnstown 


County  of  Donegal. 

County  of  Roscommon. 

County  of  Leitrim. 

County  and  City  of  Londonderry. 
County  of  Donegal. 

County  of  Fermanagh. 

County  of  Longford. 

County  of  Leitrim. 

County  of  Donegal. 

County  and  City  of  Londonderry. 
County  of  Longford. 

County  of  Westmeath. 

Coun.iy  of  Sligo. 

County  and  City  of  Londonderry. 
County  of  Donegal. 

County  of  Longford. 


Commissioners. 

JAMES  MOODY,  Esq.  [ DAVID  R.  PIGOT,  Esq. 
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MIDLAND  CIRCUIT. 
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III. 


WESTERN  CIRCUIT. 
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IV. 

SOUTH-EASTERN  CIRCUIT. 
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north-eastern  circuit. 
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SUMMARY. 


THERE  are  117  places  in  which  inquiry  was  instituted  by  the  Commissioners. 

22  appear  either  not  to  have  had  municipal  corporations  in  1800,  or  the  evi- 

dence  of  their  having  had  them  is  unsatisfactory. 

95  appear  to  have  had  municipal  corporations  in  1800. 

In  24  the  Commissioners  were  unable  to  discover,  in  1833,  any  existing  members 
. of  the  corporations  which  had  subsisted  in  1800. 

11*  they  found  the  corporations  in  actual  decay,  or  in  a condition  of  doubtful 
existence. 

60  they  found  the  corporations  still  maintained. 

95 

Their  total  population  is  894,503. 

CHARTERS. 

The  corporations  claimed  to  be  governed,  principally. 


By  Charter  of  Walter  De*Lacy  in  . . . 1 

„ Henry'  VIII.  ....  2 

,*  Elizabeth  .....  6 

„ Janies  I.  . . . .55 

„ Charles  1 7 

„ Charles  II.  . . . .16 

,,  William  III.  ....  1 

„ Anne  .....  .1 

By  prescription  ......  4 

By  Act  of  Parliament  .....  2 


95 


CORPORATE  BODY. 

In  the  7 1 boroughs  in  which  there  are  existing  corporations  or  corporators 

They  found  tne  corporations  composed  of  definite  classes  only  in  . . . 15 

„ „ indefinite  classes  only  in  . .13 

„ „ both  definite  and  indefinite  classes  in  43 


In  boroughs  in  which  the  number  is  definite. 


It  is  in  5 
„ 10 
—15 


Corporators. 

above  10 


Corporators, 
under  10. 
and  under  20. 


In  boroughs  where  there  are 
indefinite  classes. 

It  is  in  21 
„ 12 
„ 5 

,,  2 

„ 5 

„ 4 

„ 1 

„ 1 


67 

Numbers  not  stated  in  4 


Corporators. 

not  exceeding 

Corporators. 

20. 

above  20 

50. 

„ 50 

100. 

„ 100 

n 

200. 

„ 200 

„ 

300. 

500 

1,000. 

„ 1,000 

„ 

2,000. 

„ 2,000 

„ 

3,000. 

„ 3,000 

„ 

4,000. 

71 


H 
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SUMMARY. 


Number  of  Boroughs  in  which 

they  respectively  exist. 

TitleB  to  Freedom. 

Where  the 

Where  the 

Corporators 

Population. 

Total 

1\  umber  oi 

Number  of 

Number. 

Corporators 

Corporators 

is  not  stated 

“ 

Birth,  election,  and  ffift  ....... 

1 

1 

217 

9,917 

Servitude,  election,  and  £>ift 

1 

1 

524 

10,673 

Birth,  marriao-e,  and  election 

1 

1 

110 

3,282 

Birth,  servitude,  and  election 

1 

1 

2,(565 

100,716 

Birth,  marriage,  servitude,  and  election 
Birth,  marriage,  servitude,  but  subject  toj 

8 

{ v 

7 

3,230 

162,793 

19,620 

arbitrary  rejection  by  either  aldermen) 

l 

1 

4,000 

204,155 

or  common  council ; and  election  . J 

“ New  Rules”  and  statute,  and  election  . 

1 

1 

1,770 

33,120 

14 

1 

13 

12,516 

544,276 

GOVERNING  BODY. 


Formation  of  the  Governing  Bodies. 

Number  of 
Boroughs. 

Numbers  in  the 
Govcrniug 
Bodies. 

Number  of 
Corporators. 

Self-elected  governing  classes 

40 

491 

751 

Self-elected  councils 

6 

267 

3,582 

Self-elected  class,  chosen  from  a council  elected  by  the  whole  1 

body  of  the  corporation J 

13 

" 1 

Councils  chosen  bv  the  whole  body  of  the  corporation  . . 

5 

100 

3,641 

Councils,  partly  self  elected,  partly  chosen  by  the  wholel 

3 

271 

bodv,  or  bv  incorporated  guilds  (in  two) j 

Partly  nominated  by  patron,  partly  chosen  by  the  corporation 

1 

6 

5S 

Nominated  by  the  sovereign,  who  is  elected  by  the  corporation 

1 

13 

16 

57 

1,161 

12,754 

The  entire  corporation,  including  freemen,  govern  in  . . . 

9 

251 

66 

13,005 

Particulars  not  stated  in 

5 

In  14  there  are  2 classes  in  the  select  governing  bodies 

71 

besides  t 

le  annual  of 

cers. 

CORPORATE  OFFICERS. 


Mayor. 

The  Mayor,  or  other  head  of  the  corporation  is  elected  by 

The  self-elected  governing  body,  from  their  own  body 

,,  „ out  of  a class  nominated  by  them 

The  nomination  of  the  “ Patron,”  from  three  selected  by  the  self- 
elected  governing  body  from  their  own  body 
The  commonalty,  from  the  self-elected  governing  body 

„ from  three  nominated  by  the  self-elected  governing 

body  ....... 

„ from  five  taken  by  lot  out  of  a class  chosen  by  the 

commonalty  out  of  persons  nominated  by  cer- 
tain corporate  officers  .... 

„ from  the  commonalty  ..... 

,,  from  a class  chosen  by  the  commonalty 

„ from  three  previously  chosen  by  the  commonalty 

from  themselves  ..... 

One  portion  of  the  governing  body,  from  themselves,  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  other  portion  ...... 


Boroughs. 

in  35 

„ 7 


„ 1 
„ 11 


2 


1 

7 

2 

1 


1 


68 

Not  stated  in  3 


71 
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Recorder. 

The  Recorder,  having  judicial  functions,  is  appointed  by 
The.  self-elected  governing  body  ...... 

The  whole  corporation 

The  governing  body,  chosen  in  part  by  the  freemen 

The  “ Patron” 

The  Lord  of  the  Manor 

The  Crown,  on  petition  of  the  corporation  ..... 

He  is  merely  the  town-clerk  ••..... 
There  is  no  office  of  recorder 

Not  stated 


Town  Clerk. 

The  Town  Clerk  is  appointed  by 
The  governing  body  .... 

The  entire  corporation  .... 

The  chief  magistrate  .... 

The  “ Patron”  ..... 


There  is  no  office  of  town  clerk  ....... 

Not  stated 


Magistrates. 

There  are  122  corporators  borough  Magistrates  (besides,  in  two,  an 
indefinite  number  of  aldermen  who  have  served  the  office  of  M ayor) 
There  are  no  corporators  ex  officio  magistrates  .... 

Not  stated 


Boroughs. 


in  8 

„ 7 

„ 2 

„ 1 

„ 1 

„ 1 

—20 
„ 14 

,,  36 

„ 1 

71 


23 

17 

6 


49 

21 

1 

71 


in  56 
„ 14 

„ 1 


Eight  boroughs  (cities  and  towns)  are  counties  corporate  of  themselves. 

In  two  of  them  the  mayor  is,  ex  officio,  a magistrate  of  the  adjoining  county. 

In  two  of  them  the  mayor  and  recorder  are  ex  officio  magistrates  of  the  adjoining  county. 
In  eight  of  the  other  boroughs  the  mayor,  or  other  head  officer,  is,  ex  officio , a magistrate 
for  the  county  in  which  the  borough  is  situate ; and,  in  one,  for  the  year  after  his 
year  of  office,  also. 

In  three  of  these  the  recorder,  also,  is  a county  magistrate. 

In  one  of  them  four  of  the  aldermen,  also,  are  county  magistrates. 


CRIMINAL  JURISDICTION. 


Besides  the  eight  counties  of  cities  and  towns,  three  boroughs  have  exclusive  Criminal 
Jurisdiction  extending  to  the  trial  of 


Boroughs. 

All  offences  .......  in  1 

All  offences  (treason  excepted)  ....,,  1 

Felonies  (including  murder,  and  crimes  of  lower  degree)  „ 1 


CIVIL  JURISDICTION. 


Boroughs.  » 

4 have  Civil  Jurisdiction  extending  to  the  trial  of  all  actions,  (in  one  little  resorted  to.) 

1 has  civil  jurisdiction  extending  to  the  trial  of  all  actions,  personal  and  mixed,  eject- 

ment and  replevin  excepted. 

13  have  civil  jurisdiction  extending  to  the  trial  of  all  personal  actions,  (in  one  not  less 
than  40s.  Ir. ; in  one  little  resorted  to.) 

2 have  civil  jurisdiction  extending  to  the  trial  of  all  personal  actions  not  exceeding 

£ 2°  Ir. 

1 has  civil  jurisdiction  extending  to  the  trial  of  all  personal  actions  not  exceeding 
£5  Ir.  (little  resorted  to.) 

7 have  civil  jurisdiction  extending  to  the  trial  of  all  personal  actions  not  exceeding 
£3  6s.  8 d.  Ir.  (in  two  little  resorted  to.) 

3 have  civil  jurisdiction  extending  to  the  trial  of  all  personal  actions  not  exceeding 

— 40s.  Ir. 


31 
47 
In  16 
1 


had  civil  jurisdictions  of  various  extent,  now  disused, 
no  civil  jurisdictions  appear  to  have  existed, 
not  stated. 


95 
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SUMMARY. 


PROPERTY. 


In  5 boroug 

is  the  annual  revenue 

is 

under  £20 

3 

above  £20  and  not  exceeding  50 

5 

„ 50 

„ 100 

10 

,, 

„ 100 

„ 200 

3 

„ 200 

„ 300 

2 

„ 

„ 300 

„ 400 

1 

„ 400 

„ 500 

2 

„ 500 

„ 600 

1 

n 

„ 600 

„ 700 

1 

„ 700 

„ 800 

1 

„ 900 

„ 1,000 

1 

„ 1.000 

„ 2,000 

I 

„ 

„ 2,000 

„ 3,000 

2 

„ 4,000 

„ 5,000 

1 

„ 

„ 6,000 

„ 7,000 

1 

„ 7,000 

„ 8,000 

1 

» 

„ 20,000 

„ 30,000 

41 

30  there  is  no  revenue. 


71 

STATE  OF  ACCOUNTS. 

The  Accounts  are  regularly  kept,  audited,  and  published,  either  by 
being  printed  for  distribution,  audited  publicly,  or 


being  open  to  the  inspection  of  the  freemen,  in  . 12 

„ kept  and  audited,  but  not  published  in  2 

,,  kept  by  an  appointed  officer,  but  neither  audited 

nor  published,  in  . . . . . 12 

„ ill-kept,  inaccurate,  or  in  a generally  unsatisfactory 

state,  not  audited  or  published,  or  not  kept,  in  . 15 

No  accounts,  because  no  revenue,  in  . . . . . .30 

Total  . . 71 


TABULAR  VIEW  OF  THE  INCOME,  EXPENDITURE,  AND  DEBT. 


I. 
II. 
| III. 
IV. 


Southern  . 
Midland  . 
Western  . 
South  Eastern 
North  Eastern 
North  Western 
Dublin  . 

Totals  . 


Number  of 
Corporations 
included  in 
the  Abstracts. 

Number  of 
Corporations 
having 
Property. 

Income. 

Expenditure. 

Number 

Debt. 

Debt. 

9 

4 

£ S.  d. 

7.S33  IS  1 

£ s.  d. 
7,342  5 9 

4 

£ S.  i 

10,448  15  6 

93 

1,144  5 4* 

756  5 4i 

1 

73  2 9 

5 

6,030  16  8 

3,222  6 0(a) 

2 

Not  ascertained- 

10 

10,887  15  114 

10,002  17  5 

6 

71,247  17  0 

5,820  19  11 

4,967  19  11 

18,537  8 

5 

1,601  9 7$ 

7S2  2 0 

4 

34,856  6 Oi 

1 

28,077  16  4 

30,206  4 7£ 

1 

(« 

95 

41 

61,397  1 11 

57,279  15  OS 

21 

(a)  In  one  the  revenues  are  received  by  the  Court  of  Chancery 

' »r  Corporation  of  Dublin  are  here  stated  from  the  treasure* 

i“  'mu’  °“"  °l  f5’,00?’  received  in  that  year,  is  excluded  from 

The  account  does  not  set  forth  the  amount  of  the  principal  of  the  debt ; it  mentions 

i673  L ltirf'riCr  ,Llli'®°"ds'  ls-  'M  i Interest  on  New  6 per  Cent.  City  Bonds, 

ibid  fir.  lOrf. ; Interest  on  Pipe-water  Debentures,  £1.600  16s.  Old. : Total  £9  SOB  4s  - besides 

SSTilT.Sft-  Warr“ta-"  £232  U 3d  '‘"d  for  “Tontine”  ' £S  MS  6 S 
cnarge,  II 3.  per  annum. 
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MUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS  IN  IRELAND. 


1 DUBLIN. 


LIMITS. 


COUNTY  OF  THE  CITY  OF  DUBLIN’. 


I.  LIMITS. 

].  THE  City  of  Dublin  is  a County  of  itself:  its  limits  have  continued  without  material  Limits. 
alteration  for  several  centuries. 

They  are  defined  in  one  of  its  earliest  charters,  granted  by  John  Earl  of  Morton  and  By  Charter. 

Lord  of  Ireland,  a.  d.  1 192,  and  are  therein  referred  to  as  “ the  boundaries  perambulated 
on  the  oaths  of  honest  men  of  the  city  itself,  by  the  precept  of  King  Henry  his  father.” 

The  same  limits  are  confirmed  to  the  citizens  by  a subsequent  charter  of  John,  when  king 
of  England,  in  the  year  1200.  They  are  also  the  subject  of  an  inquisition  taken  by  pe* 
ambulation  in  the  first  year  of  Edward  III.,  a.  d.  1308,  and  the  forms  of  e‘  riding  the 
franchises”  in  later  years  are  extant,  in  which  the  course  of  perambulation  is  fully  detailed. 

By  an  Act  passed  in  the  second  year  of  Henry  VII.,  not  printed  in  the  Statute  Book, 
but  given  in  the  Appendix,  to  Mr.  Lynch’s  work  on  the  Law  of  Election  in  the  Ancient 
Cities  and  Towns  of  Ireland,  the  townland  of  Little  Cabragh,  in  the  county  of  Dublin,  was 
made  part  of  the  franchises  of  the  city  of  Dublin. 

The  boundaries  of  the  city  were  not  until  lately  defined  with  sufficient  accuracy  for 
many  practical  purposes.  The  uncertainties  relating  to  them  occasioned  the  introduction 
of  a Bill  into  the  Irish  House  of  Commons  in  1713,  to  have  them  ascertained  with  more 

grecision  ; but  it  did  not  pass  into  a law.  However,  in  the  year  17S7,  the  17,  18 
!eo.  III.  c.  47,  was  enacted.  This  statute  enabled  the  lord  chancellor  to  issue  a 
commission  of  perambulation,  to  ascertain  the  boundaries  between  the  county  of  the  city 
of  Dublin  and  certain  parts  of  the  county  of  Dublin  ; and  in  the  year  1793,  by  the 
65th  section  of  the  33  George  III.  c.  56,  the  chancellor  was  further  empowered 
to  issue  a similar  commission  to  ascertain  the  mears  and  boundaries  between  the  county  of 
the  city  and  “any  adjoining  county.”  The  county  of  Dublin  is  the  only  county  adjoining 
that  of  the  city.  The  same  section  recites  that  a commission  was  then  actually  depending. 

Charges  are  made  in  the  grand  jury  presentment-sheets  of  the  period,  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  the  commission,  as  authorized  by  the  Acts,  and  copies  of  inquisitions  taken 
under  it  are  among  the  records  of  the  corporation.  They  are  also  noticed  in  a subsequent 
Act,  54  Geo.  III.  Loc.  & Pers.  cap.  ccxxii.,  for  ascertaining  the  boundaries  of  the  parish  of 
St.  Mary. 

There  is  a map,  in  the  city  grand  jury  room,  of  “ the  boundaries  of  the  county  of  the 
city  of  Dublin,  as  ascertained  by  the  commissioners  of  perambulation.”  It  bears  date  in 
the  year  1807,  and  being  ordered  by  the  grand  jury,  and  made  by  the  city  surveyor,  may 
be  looked  upon  as  an  authentic  document. 

The  limits  of  the  county  of  the  city,  so  ascertained,  extend  on  the  east  as  far  as  the  Black 
Rock,  a village  distant  about  five  statute  miles  from  what  may  be  considered  the  centre  of 
the  city,  as  built  upon,  and  include  a narrow  strip  of  land  along  the  south-western  shore  of 
the  bay  of  Dublin.  In  the  south-west  and  northern  directions  they  run  very  irregularly, 
varying  in  distance  from  the  same  imaginary  point,  from  somewhat  more  than  a quarter 
of  a mile  to  two  miles  and  a half.  On  the  north-east  they  extend  to  Ballybough  Bridge, 
where  they  again  meet  the  shore  of  the  bay,  and  are  continued  .along  it  beyond  Clon- 
tarf.  The  limits  are  said  to  embrace  such  portions  of  the  shore  as  are  included  within 
the  utmost  distance  to  which  a man  on  horseback  can,  at  low  water,  throw  a dart  into  the 
sea. 

These  limits  are  perambulated,  triennially,  by  the  lord  mayor  and  other  corporate 
authorities,  and  the  ceremony  of  “ throwing  the  dart”  performed  at  different  points,  to 
mark  the  boundary. 

The  limits  of  the  county  of  the  city  differ  very  considerably  from  those  of  the  modern 
city  of  Dublin.  The  large  parish  of  St.  George,  comprising  one  of  the  wealthiest  districts, 
and  part  of  the  parish  of  Grange  Gorman,  to  the  north  of  the  River  Liffey ; parts  of  the 
parishes  of  St.  James’s,  St.  Catherine’s,  and  St.  Nicholas  without,  the  entire  of  St.  Luke’s, 
and  part  of  the  wealthy  parish  of  St.  Peter,  to  the  south ; including  streets  forming  con- 
tinuous portions  of  the  city,  and  containing  nearly  a sixth  of  its  entire  population,  are 
outside  the  limits  of  the  corporate  jurisdiction,  while  the  villages  of  Donnybrook  and 
Clonskeagh,  and  part  of  the  Black  Rock,  at  a considerable  distance  from  the  city,  are 
.within  them. 

2.  All  the  portions  of  the  foregoing  parishes,'  which  lie  within  the  road  called  “ the  By  Boundary  Act. 
Circular  Road,”  are,  for  the  purposes  of  the  elective  franchise,  included  within  the  city  by 
the  Boundai'y  Act,  but  there  are  a few  streets  outside  the  Circular  Road  still  without  the 
city,  and  deemed  for  all  purposes  in  the  county  of  Dublin. 

3.  The  present  lines  of  boundary  between  the  city  and  county  of  Dublin,  as  perambulated,  By  Police  Act. 
are  very  irregular  and  inconvenient ; in  some  places  passing  through  private  dwelling-houses 
S^dens,  and  generally,  more  or  less  unequally,  intersecting  the  public  streets.  The 
difficulties,  incidental  to  this  state  of  things,  in  the  administration  of  criminal  justice,  have 
een  remedied  by  the  57th  section  of  the  Dublin  Police  Act,  48  Geo.  III.  c;  140,  which 
enacts,  that  all  treasons,  felonies,  misdemeanours,  crimes,  and  offences,  done  or  committed  in 
any  place  situate  in,  or  upon,  any  part  of  the  Circular  Road,  or  in  any  place  within  the  limits 
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circumscribed  by  that  road,  shall  be  prosecuted  and  tried  in  the  same  courts,  in  all  resDe 
as  if  committed  within  the  county  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  and  shall  be  laid  in  any  indictm t 
to  have  been  committed  within  the  county  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  and  that  the  Circular  Road 
and  all  places  lying  within  it,  shall  be,  and  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be,  part  of  the  count 
of  the  city  as  to  the  prosecution,  apprehension,  and  trial  of  all  persons  charged  with  *n3 
crimes  or  offences.  ° sucu 

The  5Sth  section  of  the  same  Act  makes  the  wall  of  the  Phoenix  Park  the  boundary  i 
place  of  the  Circular  Road,  in  that  part  where  the  road  is  interrupted  by  that  wall  Th’ 
occurs  for  a short  space  on  the  west  side  of  the  boundary.  ’ ms 

rial  4.  There  have  been  controversies,  from  a very  early  period,  between  the  officers  of  the  cor- 
poration  and  the  lords  and  seneschals  of  the  several  manorial  jurisdictions,  which  exist  in  nai-r 
within  the  city  limits,  as  to  their  respective  boundaries  and  powers.  These  disputes1  are 
still  unsettled,  and  are  productive  of  public  inconvenience  in  some  parts  of  the  city.  TIipv 
are  again  noticed  in  the  branch  of  this  Report  which  relates  to  those  jurisdictions.  J y 

5.  The  following  parishes  and  parts  of  parishes  are  comprised  within  the  limits  of  the 
county  of  the  city : — 

St.  Andrew,  St.  Mark, 

Ann,e»  Michael, 

A'^fon,  Michans, 

Bridget,  Nicholas  within, 

Catherine,  (part  of)  Paul 

Grange  Gorman,  (part  of)  Peter,  (part  of) 

James,  (part  of)  Thomas, 

John>  Werburgh, 

and  the  deaneries  of  Christ  Church  and  St.  Patrick. 

We  subjoin  the  « metes  and  bounds”  from  the  charter  of  King  John  (note  I),  and  the 
form  of  riding  the  franchises,  as  printed  for  the  city  authorities  (note  2)  : 

ii.  charters: 

. .^‘e  pT1,aijter*  granted  to  the  city  of  Dublin  are  very  numerous,  and  date  from  the 

the  !'e'gn  °f  Hewyn.  There  is  not  evidence  of  the  existence  of 
sTSn  f prev.r  0 , 1 'V“t;  but  th<!  “''portion  claims  a title  by  pre- 

nen^d  ar^  ill  "h®1  ™ 11  Practice.  Their  charters,  from  the  earliest 

period,  aie  well  pieserved  m the  custody  of  the  town-clerks  in  the  city  treasury. 

ornrai  -S!'T  ¥Te"r)’  mnde  •»  Dublin,  but  without  date  (1172 

hdra  w th  ainilwf  f Bd  ’ 0t  h,S  C,ty  ,°f  ,Dubbn’ to  inhabit  and  hold  of  him  and  his 
flu-ouoh  ali  i i.  dT|rfe  Wl,,cl1  the  “f  Bristol  had  at  Bristol,  and 

th. TIL. “ grant  WaS  COnarmed  by  J°h"’  whon  W of  Ireland,  in 

eccbe  ad  ‘ KeiffniTT  °ri“taH  110  Tiro  & A,/!trali  Parte  P^^^tTsq.  ad  portam 
ad  Dother  &T  Doth 'r  T USq'  “d  K'lluerekaregan  & sio  p,  divisai  terre  Dnnebrocfc  us,, 
ili  parte  dt  Dublin  ^ "T  “p"*?1.!1*1  “d  Clarade  jiurta  mare  ad  Rennynelan  in  occiclen- 
ad  dSriim  si  d p-  .fl-  ad  Karnaniloneginethe  ftexinde  us,, 
aa  aivisam  tene  de  Kiiinenan  &.  ultra  aquara  de  Kilmenan  juxta  Avenelith  usn  ad  vad-i  de 

ST^iiSt  de,tvenelith  JT  Boream  p.  iLocn  ad 

usq  ad TdeSn & ^deinrl  ^ ad  & sic  P*  *viia£  ht.  Clunlith  & Crinan 
usq.  ad  loJekan  ti  demde  usq.  ad  eccl.am  see.  Marie  de  Housmanby.” 

Note  (2.)  A Survey  of  the  City  Liberties. 

eastlTofLilrtTill  n“St°m'1,0USe’  y°“  g°  d°Wa  EsSeX  Street  and  Temple  Ba'>  the 
From  thence  across  tile  strand  to  Ringsend. 
brom  thence  to  the  watermark  where  the  dart  is  thrown 
from  thence  southward  to  the  Black  Rock* 

From  ?in°e  We8tT'?  t0  tbs-corner  of  Merrion  Church-yard* 

6eWS  .oS  weTeU„d  of  MrT' waj1,of  said  Church-yardio  the  west,  and  through  the 

“Fromr0"'8  C°t“hrt’  Tb°f  t0  LOty5  WeU’ 

west side offi esteeh  ‘ “ the  S0Uth  SWe  0f  Mr- James  house,  No.  5,  south- 

to  Lm-a  S WltTwn  t Jr"  n ?r-  •¥?“">  No-  «.  O'"5  Mr.  Thomas  Byrne,  No.  6, 
”1^°f  “o.  St-  S“PhenVGreen.«o 

““  ac“ss.Har-court  Street  to  Counsellor  Sankey’e  home,  and  by  the  rear  of  ft* 
Note.— Where  this  * appears  a Court  is  called. 
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We  are  not  aware  of  any  privileges  now  exercised  or  claimed  expressly  under  the  autho- 
rity of  this  charter;  but  the  citizens  of  Dublin  appear  occasionally  to  have  inquired  re- 
specting particular  customs  used  in  Bristol,  and  to  have  received  certificates  of  them  from 
the  authorities  of  that  city.  We  have  found  instances  of  this  .in  the  34th  Edward  III., 
respecting  the  exemption  of  the  Templars  and  Hospitallers  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem  from 
tolls,  and,  in  the  7th  Charles  I.,  respecting  certain  duties  on  merchandizes  imported. 

In  a claim  of  cognizance  of  pleas  made  in  the  reign  of  Richard  II.,  and  hereinafter 
noticed,  this  charter  of  Henry  II.  and  the  liberties  of  Bristol  are  relied  on ; ano- 
ther charter  of  Henry  II.  is  relied  on  in  this  claim  of  cognizance,  but  its  date  does 
not  appear.  It  is  the  same  charter  which  is  published  in  Leland’s  History  of  Ireland 
vol.  i.  p-  SI,  from  the  Sterne  manuscripts,  and  by  which  King  Henry  granted  to  his  bur- 
gesses of  Dublin  that  they  should  be  quit  of  toll,  and  passage,  and  pontage,  and  all  customs 
through  his  whole  land  of  England  and  Normandy,  Wales  and  Ireland,  wheresoever  they 
and  their  goods  should  come,  and  should  have  all  their  liberties,  and  acquittances,  and  free 
customs  fully  and  honourably  ns  his  free  and  fuitliful  men,  and  that  no  one  should  disturb 
them  in  those  things  contrary  to  that  charter  on  pain  of  £‘10. 

8.  In  the  third  year  of  the  reign  of  Richard  I.,  1 1Q2,  John,  then  Lord  of  Ireland  and 
Earl  of  Morton,  granted  to  the  citizens  of  Dublin  remaining  (“  manentibus”)  as  well  outside 
as  within  the  walls,  the  charter  defining  their  boundaries  before  alluded  to  in  section  I.  This 
charter  further  grants  to  the  citizens  certain  liberties  and  free  customs,  many  of  which  relate 
to  usages  long  obsolete ; some  of  them  are  still  deserving  of  notice.  It  declares,  amoiw  other 
privileges,  that  the  citizens  may  be  quit  of  toll,  lastage,  passage,  pontage,  and  all  other  customs 
through  John’s  whole  land  and  dominion.  They  are  empowered  to  distrain  their,  debtors  by 
their  chattels  in  Dublin  (a  power  now  exercised  by  the  process  of  attachment  from  the  City 
Record  Court,  and  stated  to  be  founded  on  this  charter),  and  to  hold  pleas,  according  to  the 
custom  of  the  city,  of  debts  lent  in  the  city,  and  pledges  there  given.  It  declares  that  the 
citizens  may  have  all  their  reasonable  guilds,  as  the  burgesses  of  Bristol  had  or  were  ac- 
customed to  have.  It  grants  to  them  all  the  tenures  within  and  without  the  Avails  to  the 
aforesaid  boundaries,  to  dispose  of  at  their  pleasure,  by  the  common  assent  of  the  city,  in 
messuages,  and  to  hold  them  in  free  burgage,  and  liberty  of  building  on  the  sea-shore,  and 
grants  to  them  all  lands  and  waste  places  contained  within  those  boundaries,  excepting 
however,  the  tenures  and  lands  of  all  who  held  them  by  charter  beyond  the  wall  to  the  afore- 
said boundaries. 

9.  By  a charter  of  the  7th  November,  in  the  second  year  of  his  reign  (1200),  John,  then 
King  of  England,  granted  to  the  citizens,  in  the  same  words,  the  boundaries  and  privileges 
contained  in  the  last-mentioned  charier,  with  the  additional  grant  of  a moiety  of  the  river 


south  side  of  Protestant  Row  to  Kevin’s  Port®,  through  the  gateway  of  Mr.  Jackson's  new 
houses. 

From  thence  along  the  middle  of  Redmond’s  Hill  to  near  the  corner  of  Bishop  Street, 
along  the  rear  of  the  south  side  of  Bishop  Street  to  Kevin  Street,  and,  taking  in  the  house 
at  the  corner  of  Kevin  Street  and  Bride  Street,  along  Bride  Street  to  the  corner  of  Bull 
Alley,  and,  taking  in  Mr.  Stephens’s  house,  corner  of  Bull  Alley,  along  Bell  Alley  to  the 
west  side  of  Mr.  Unthank’s  timber-yard,  and  by  the  said  timber-yard  across  Goodman’s 
Bane,  and  along  Walker’s  Alley  to  Patrick  Street,  turns  southward  along  Patrick  Street 
about  four  perches,  then  turns  westu'ard,  and  along  the  rear  of  the  houses  in  Patrick  Street 
to  the  Poddle. 


From  thence,  along  the  Poddle  and  Coombe,  across  several  houses  south  thereof,  and  on 
o Byrnes  Hill.  From  thence  along  the  watercourse,  and  across  Marrowbone  Lane  to 
ipping  Bridge,  along  Dolphin’s  Barn  Lane  and  the  city  watercourse  to  the  south  corner 
or  JJolphm  s Barn  *. 

Fr°m  thence  under  Dolphin’s  Barn  Bridge  across  the  Circular  Road,  and  by  the  Commons 
tK10*Sf  Canal  to  Cutthroat  Lane*  on  to  Bow  Bridge,  under  the  centre  arch 

tl®1  rI * an(l  along  the  river  to  the  River  Liffey,  then  turns'  westward  along  the  south  of 
lw  1Vei  i aD£l>  tahing  in  part  of  the  Artillery  Barrack,  crosses  the  Liffey  to  the 
ge  round  stone*  in  Sir  William  Worthington’s  ground,  south  of  Conyngham  Road. 
upIKp^w-u  06  i Conyngham  Road  to  the  Park  Gate,  cross  from  it  to  the  end  of  Mont- 
spvproi  jand  along  the  rears  of  the  gardens  north  side  of  Montpellier  Hill,  through 
end  nf  Jr  en|.at  t^e  rear  Arbour' Hill,  to  No.  23  in  Stoney Batter*,  being  the  south 
From  fi? °V  From  thence  to  a big  tree  near  Lord  Norbury’s  gate,  Cabra  *. 

Gran,™  n ence’  ^rough  the  middle  of  the  house  with  the  sign  of  the  Sheaf  of  Wheat,  to 
urange  Gorman  Lane  *. 

tutionVin6”0!}5  l)'!t"’een  Nos..  9 and  10,  Grange  Gorman  Lane,  to  the  south  end  of  Consti- 
Stone*  and  r‘ort“  en(l  °1  Church  Street,  and  along  Constitution  Hill  to  the  Broad 


ttorthwar^k?^!. al°nf  Bradogne  River  to  the  Hole  in  the  Wall,  and  thence  to  the 
From  th  ^ ^ GI1C*  °^tl)e  ^ew  Basin  into  White’s  Lane,  and.  90  on  to  Dorset  Street  * 
and  CavpnrkVke-DUrns  s°Ptkward  along  Dorset  Street  to  the  end  of  North  Frederick  Street 
From  tli  a RTV  t0  Great  Britain  Street. 

sheds  of  ru?’ ? 0nf  Great  Britain  Street,  Summer  Hill,- and  Ballybough  Bridge,  to  the 
From  til  1’  ar  on  t0  the  rai11  of  Raheny  now  in  ruins  *. 

And  from  th’  Urt'aer  nor.thward,  one  hundred  and  thirty,  perches  to  a little -brook  *. 
is  thrown,  GUCe  across  Strand,  outside  the  Lighthouse,, to  intersect  where  the  dart 


DUBLIN. 

CHARTERS. 


John,  Earl  of 
Morton. 


King  John. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


DUBLIN.  4 


CHARTERS. 
Henry  III. 


Mayor  first  created. 
Edward  II. 


Edward  III. 


Richard  II. 

Claim  of  Cog- 
nizance. 


REPORTS  FROM  COMMISSIONERS  ON 

Liffey  ( Avenalkhe)  for  fishing : this  charter  confirms  all  the  privileges  &c  granted  by  John 
when  Earl  of  Morton.  A charter  is  enrolled  .(Rot.  Pat.  38  Hen.  VIII.,  M.  2)  by  King 
John  without  date,  granting  to  the  citizens  of  Dublin  certain  privileges  against  foreign  mer- 
chants, and  that  they  may  have  their  reasonable  guilds  as  the  burgesses  of  Bristol. 

10.  It  is  one  of  the  articles  of  the  great  charter  of  Ireland,  granted  by  Henry  HI.  in  the 
first  year  of  his  reign,  that  the  city  of  Dublin  shall  have  all  its  ancient  liberties  and  free 
customs.  The  same0 monarch,  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  his  reign  (1229),  granted  three  charters 
to  the  citizens  of  Dublin.  By  the  first,  dated  the  14th  June  in  that  year,  he  gave  to  them  the 
city  of  Dublin,  with  the  provostship  in  fee-farm,  and  that  part  of  the  water  of  the  Liffey 
which  belonged  to  them,  together  with  the  part  of  the  same  river  which  belonged  to  the  king, 
except  certain  boat-fishings  and  mill-sites,  rendering  to  the  king  and  his  heirs  at  the  Exchequer 
200  marks  a-year.  Pie  confirmed  to  them  the  customs  and  liberties  granted  by  Henry  II. 
and  John,  reserving  pleas  of  the  Crown  and  prisage  of  wines,  and  granted  to  them  leave  to 
hold  a fair  every  year  for  fifteen  days,  beginning  at  the  vigil  of  the  Invocation  of  the  Holy 
Cross,  reserving  two  days  to  the  Archbishop  of  Dublin.  Portions  of  the  fee-farm  rent  reserved 
in  this  charter  were  at  various  times  granted  by  the  Crown  to  individuals  to  be  expended  in 
aid  of  the  fortifications  of  the  city  ; and  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  Edward  IV.  part  of  it  was 
applied  by  Act  of  Parliament  to  the  same  purpose.  Arrears  of  it  were  occasionally  remitted, 
and  it  was  finally  reduced  by  the  grant  of  18  Charles  II.  afterwards  noticed. 

The  two  other  charters  of  Henry  III.  are  dated  on  the  15th  J une  in  the  same  year ; one  of 
them  «ave  the  citizens  of  Dublin  power  to  elect  a Mayor  annually  from  themselves,  and  at 
the  end  of  the  year  to  continue  him  or  substitute  another,  so  that  he  be  presented  to  the  king 
or  his  justiciary  of  Ireland,  and  swear  fealty  to  him  : the  other  charter  of  this  date  is  in  the 
same  words  as  the  second  charter  of  Henry  II.,  above  noticed,  and  refers  to  it.  The  chief 
officer  of  the  city,  previously  to  this  year,  was  called  provost,  and  it  is  stated,  in  the  claim  of 
cognizance  already  alluded  to,  that  there  were  provosts  in  the  city  from  the  time  of  the  con- 
quest of  Ireland. 

1 1 . The  grants  of  Edward  II.  consist  of  a confirmation,  in  the  tenth  year  of  his  reign  (1316), 
of  the  charter  of  King  John;  a release  to  the  mayor  and  commons  of  600/.  due  by  them  for 
several  ancient  debts  to  the  Crown ; a pardon  to  the  mayor  and  bailiffs  for  taking  without 
leave  of  the  king  4 d.  for  every  “ crannock”  of  com  coming  to  the  city ; and  a grant  of  leave 
to  take  such  toll  for  a short  period.  The  three  last  are  dated  on  the  same  day  (the  Sth 
September,  in  the  eleventh  year  of  Edward  II.),  and  the  first  of  them  stales  the  consideration 
of  it  to  be  the  good  service  of  the  mayor  and  commons  to  the  king,  and  the  labour  and 
expense  they  were  put  to  at  his  command  about  the  repair  of  the  walls  and  custody  of  the 
city.  There  is  also  a charter  of  this  monarch,  in  the  twelfth  year  of  his  reign,  prohibiting 
some  exactions,  of  the  king’s  officers  and  others,  in  the  houses  of  the  citizens. 

12.  Edward  III.,  in  the  first  year  of  his  reign,  confirmed  the  charter  of  John,  and  at  the  in- 
stance of  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  and  commonalty  of  the  city,  in  the  same  year  ( 1 327),  commanded 
his  justiciary  of  Ireland  to  cause  the  liberties  granted  to  the  city  by  former  monarchs  to  be 
observed.  Edward  III.,  also,  in  the  eighth  year  of  his  reign,  in  consideration  of  their 
acceptable  and  laudable  services  recited  in  the  charter,  granted  to  the  mayor  and  citizens  many 
privileges,  most  of  which,  relating  to  juries  and  inquisitions,  have  long  fallen  into  disuse. 
Those  deserving  of  notice  are,  a grant  that  the  mayor  and  citizens,  their  heirs  aiid  successors, 
may  have  the  assize  of  bread  and  beer,  and  the  custody  and  assay  of  measures  and  weights, 
and  all  other  matters  appertaining  to  the  office  of  the  market,  and  that  all  profits  from  the 
assize  and  assay  may  belong  to  the  mayor  and  citizens  in  aid  of  the  city  revenue.  This  charter 
also  grants  to  the  mayor  and  citizens  freedom  from  murage,  pavage,  pontage,  passage,  ana 
quayage,  and  all  other  such  customs,  for  their  merchandizes  and  effects,  throughout  the 
kingdom  and  land  of  Ireland,  and  the  king’s  dominions.  There  are  extant  several  temporary 
murage  and  pavage  grants  by  Edward  II.  and  III. 

By  a further  charter,  dated  the  22d  November,  in  the  37  Edward  III.  (1363), 
that  monarch  confirmed  the  charters  of  King  John,  and  his  own  charter,  which  we  have  just 
stated,  and  granted  to  the  citizens  certain  liberties  and  privileges  previously  granted  to  the 
.cities  of  Waterford  and  Cork,  and  town  of  Drogheda.  Power  to  the  mayor  to  swear-in  ms 
successor  in  the  absence  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  of  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer  ; the 
return  of  all  writs  of  matters  arising  within  the  city  and  suburbs  ; and  exemption  from  being 
empannelled  on  juries  without  the  city  or  suburbs  while  resident  therein,  or  impleaded  without 
the  walls  of  the  city;  with  power  to  the  mayor  and  bailiffs  to  hold  pleas  as  well  for  tenures 
within  the  city,  suburbs,  and  liberties,  as  of  trespasses,  covenants,  and  contracts  there 
arising,  are  among  the  privileges  conferred  by  this  charter.  Exclusive  jurisdictions  are.  given 
to  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  and  commons  of  the  city.  This  charter  also  contains  regulations  as  to 
foreign  merchants,  and  grants  of  mercantile  privileges  to  the  citizens,  which  have  long  beei 
obsolete. 

13.  Richard  II.  in  the  second  and  eighteenth  years  of  his  reign  confirmed  many  of  the 
foregoing  charters. 

14.  In  the  fourth  year  of  Richard  II.  (1380),  the  Cognizance  of  Pleas  given  by  the  preceding 
charters  was  claimed  by  the  mayor  and  commons  of  the  city,  who  relied  on  a prescriptive 
right  to  such  cognizance  from  time  immemorial ; they  also  relied  on  the  charters  of  Henry  t t 
the  privileges  of  Bristol,  the  several  charters  of  John  aud  Henry  III.,  a- charter  of  C0I1®rl^ap<j_ 
of  Edward  I.,  without  date,  the  charter  of  confirmation  of  Edward  II.,  a charter  of  2b 
ward  III.,  containing  similar  privileges  to  those  conferred  by  his  charter  of  the  thirty-seven 
year  of  his  reign,  already  stated,  and  on  an  Act  of  the  Parliament  of  England  in  the  first  year 
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Edward  III.  They  also  set  forth  a record  of  a similar  claim  allowed  on  a writ  of  right  brooch  1 charters. 
for  lands  within  the  precincts  of  the  city,  before  the  justices  of  the  bench,  in  the  thirteenth  vear 
of  Edward  II  , and  which  appears  to  have  been  founded  0.1  prescriptive  usage  confirmed  bv 
the  charters  of  the  kings  of  England.  & ■> 

Richard  II.,  by  writ  to  his  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  ordered  the  claim  to  be  allowed 
15.  The  charters  of  John  and  Edward  III  were  confirmed  by  Henry  IV.  in  the  'second  Hen,  IV. 
year  of  Ins  reign  (1400),  who  also  ,1,  the  fourth  of  Ins  reign  granted  that  the  mayor  and  his 
successors  might  have  a sword  borne  before  them  as  the  mayor  of  London  had  J 

16-  He"rJ  Y.:n.by  “ of,  ‘l10  se™“*  year  of  his  reign  (1419),  granted  that  the  Henry  V. 

mayor  and  bailiffs  for  the  time  being  should  be  justices  of  the  peace  and  justices  of  ’ 
labourers,  with  non-intromittant  clauses  against  any  olher  justices;  that  the  mayor  should 
he  escheator  and  clerk  of  the  market,  and  that  the  mayor  and  commonalty  should  in  suDoort 
of  the  fee-farm  of  the  city,  have  all  lands,  tenements,  &c.  forfeited  as  escheats  within  the 
city.  This  charter  also  contains  grants  of  waifs,  wrecks,  felons’  goods,  fines  for  escanea 
of  felons,  and  other  forfeitures.  ^ 

17  The  charters  of  John,  Edward  III,  and  Henry  V.,  were  confirmed  by  Henry  VI,  in  Henry  Vr 
the  fifth  and  again  in  the  twentieth,  years  of  his  reign,  and  in  ihe  first  Henry  VI.  the  charter 

of  confirmation  ot  i Henry  IV.  was  approved  and  confirmed  by  the  kill..  by  the  advice 
and  assent  of  the  Parliament  of  England.  a J 

18.  In  the  first  year  of  Edward  IV.  (14G1)  the  charters  of  John,  Edward  III.,  and  Henry  Edward  IV 
V.,  were  approved  and  confirmed  by  that  monarch  and  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  held  at 

Naas,  in  that  year.  5 

19.  Richard  III  in  the  second  year  of  his  reign  (1484),  created  the  mayor  and  recorder  Rirfuml  m 
justices  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  and  gaol  delivery,  within  the  city,  its  suburbs  and  franchises 

as  well  by  land  as  by  sea,  and  on  the  fresh  water,  with  liberty  to  have  and  keep  the  city  gaol" 

20.  This  charter  of  Richard  III  with  those  of  Edward  III.,  Edward  II., and  John,  were  Henry  VIII. 
confirmed  by  Henry  VIII.  In  the  thirtieth  year  of  his  reign  (1538)  Henry  VIII  in 
consideration  of  their  services  in  defending  the  city  against  the  rebellion  of  Thomas  Fitzgerald 

granted  to  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  citizens,  and  commons,  the  site  and  estates  of  the  dissolved* 
pnory  of  A1  Saints,  in  the  counties  of  Dublin,  Meath,  Kildare,  Louth,  Tipperary,  and 
Kilkenny,  and  elsewhere  in  Ireland,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  4/.  45.  Of d.,  and  released  them  for 
er!',f0,r^leam,eildment’  fort,fy>ng.  imd  supporting  the  city,  from  the  sum  of  69/.  6s.  8 d.  part 
ot  the  200  marks  a-year  reserved  by  the  charter  of  the  13  Henry  III. 

A considerable  portion  of  the  present  estate  of  the  corporation  is  held  under  this  grant. 

TTTTT  Ed7.lrd  VI”  inrlliC  SeCOnd  yar  of  Ms  ,e'S”  (1548>.  confirmed  the  charter  of  Henry  Edward  vr 
VIII.  and  the  grant  of  the  priory  of  All  Saints. 

aSL*!?  t,le  sa!lie  year  granted  to  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  commons,  and  citizens  a new  County  ofthe  Cify 

cnarter  ot  mcoiporation,  creating  the  City  and  its  suburbs  and  liberties  a County  of  itself,  by  fust  created,  and 

*P"T?  of.tl,e  County  ofthe  City  of  Dublin,  and  constituting  the  Sheriffs  successors  SherifFs- 

to  the  bailiffi  m their  corporate  capacity.  The  sheriffs  are  empowered  to  hold  their  county 

courts  on  luesday,  from  month  to  month,  and  all  former  liberties,  &c.  are  confirmed  to  the 

corporation. 

Jf-  'he  mid  second  Philip  anil  Mary,  the  last-mentioned  charter  of  Edward  VI.  Philip  and  Mary, 
in  tv,  °,  med>  ai’d  a confarmation  and  explanation  made  of  the  grants  of  escheats  contained 
in  the  charter  of  the  7 Henry  V.,  before  noticed. 

fan!?'  Ellzabetll>  1°  the  eleventh  year  of  her  reign  (1568),  granted  to  the  corporation,  in  fee-  Elizabeth. 

Ma  \ SeVjQ  yenements,  parts  of  the  possessions  of  the  dissolved  monasteries  of  the  Virgin 
of  a/v  3Dd  o'!1  rhomaa  the  Martyr,  or  Thomas  Court,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  40/.,  and  a fine 
or  tsu£.  every  21st  year. 

sran'fq'n!11^'^  twenty-fourth  (1581)  confirmed  the  charter  of  Edward  VI.,  and  all  former 
Dredpm  a 6 , ^lngs  of  England,  to  the  mayor,  sheriff^,  commons,  and  citizens,  or  their 

mirrht  lw'u  3nC  §ranted  to  them  the  office  of  Admiralty,  wheresoever  the  sheriffs  of  the  city 
roifes  nf"  U yreceive  custom  between  Arklow  and  Nanny  Water  (limits  comprising  several 
time  bei^^TV^  ^ ju,  'sd‘ct*on  and  authority  of  Admiral  to  belong  to  the  mayor  for  the 
of  importance  §,  ant  a^so  confers  some  commercial  exemptions  and  privileges  not  now 

second^  a,  l'ie  seventeenth  year  of  Charles  I.  (1641),  reciting  the  charters  of  Charles  I. 

commons C 'h  • • ai1c*  secoild  Edward  VI.,  already  noticed,  and  that  the  mayor,  bailiffs, 
twenty-fou  ?ltlzens  bad  from  time  immemorial,  by  long  and  usual  custom,  elected 
mavor  re^  d * le  con?mons  and  citizens  to  be  aldermen  ; this  monarch  granted  that  the 
justices  of  th  ei>  ai1^  serdor  aldermen  who  had  served  the  office  of  mayor,  should  be 
recorder  si  ^ie  and  that  they  or  any  four  of  them,  of  whom  the  mayor  or 

charter  eive°t  l °Ue’  s*lou*d  he  justices  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and  gaol  delivery.  This 
house  of  6S  ° • mayor  and  aldermen,  or  the  major  part  of  tliem,  the  government  of  the 
title  nf  and  the  appointment  ofthe  governor,  and  confers  on  the  mayor  the 

e ot  lord,  and  on  his  wife  that  of  lady. 

estates  *n  tbe  hfteenth  year  of  his  reign,  regranted  to  the  corporation  the 

by  Queen  E^i  1SiS0  ,ved  monasteries  of  the  Virgin  Mary  and  St.  Thomas,  which  had  been  given 
parts  of  the  ^bet as  already  mentioned,  with  some  other  denominations ; considerable 
Charles  is  32/:i7neStateS  are  derived  under  these  grants;  the  rent  reserved  by  the  grant  of 
M C 3n<*  U°  ment*on  *s  made  of  any  fine. 
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CHARTERS. 
Charles  II. 


Grant  of  Customs. 


George  II. 


James  II. 

i 


25.  Charles  II.,  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  his  reign  (1661),  granted  to  the  mayor  of  the  city 
the  honorary  privileges  of  having  a cap  of  maintenance  worn  before  him,  as  the  mayor  of 
London  had,  and  wearing  a collar  of  S.  S.  He  also,  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  his  reign,  granted 
to  the  mayor  the  office  and  command,  establishment  and  pay,  of  a captain  of  a company  of 
foot;  and,  in  the  seventeenth,  granted  to  the  mayor,  sheriffs,  commons,  and  citizens  the  ferry 
over  the  Liffey,  with  power  to  take  a fee  of  a halfpenny  of  every  passenger. 

In  this  last  year,  Charles  II.  also  granted  to  the  mayor,  sheriffs,  commons,  and  citizens  an 
annuity  of  500/.  per  annum  for  ever,  charged  on  the  certain  and  casual  revenues  of  Ire- 
land  ; and,  in  the  eighteenth,  reduced  the  several  fee-farm  rents,  payable  by  the  city,  and  theu 
stated  to  amount  to  69/.  18s.  1 1 jt/.  to  20/.  a-year.  Among  these  rents  are  mentioned  a rent 
of  7 s.  6 d.  for  the  custom  called  the  Tollboll,  and  a chief  rent  of  Ss.  6 d.  out  of  the  Tholsel. 

In  the  twenty-third  year  of  his  reign  Charles  II.  granted  the  charter  of  the  Blue  Coat  Hos- 
pital, afterwards  stated  in  the  part  of  this  Report  relating  to  that  charity. 

By  letters  patent,  dated  4th  September,  28  Charles  II.  (1076),  this  monarch  granted  aud 
confirmed  to  the  lord  mayor,  sheriffs,  commons,  and  citizens,  the  customs  called  the  customs  of 
the  gates  for  things  brought  into  the  city  or  suburbs,  there  to  be  exposed  to  sale,  and  also  for 
such  things  as  should  be  carried  out  of  the  city.  These  letters,  alluding  to  the  murage  and 
pavage  grants  already  noticed,  recite  that  several  of  the  kings  aud  queens  of  England  had 
been  pleased  to  grant  to  them  charters  for  taking  those  customs  of  the  gates  for  the  portage, 
murage,  and  pavage  of  the  city,  and  that  doubts  had  then  lately  arisen  of  the  validity  of  those 
charters.  They  contain  a proviso,  that  the  profits  of  the  customs  for  seven  years  should  be 
disposed  of  to  such  public  uses  for  the  benefit  of  the  corporation  as  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  thought  fit. 

The  Earl  ol  Essex,  then  lord  lieutenant,  and  the  Privy  Council,  accordingly  appointed  that 
for  the  period  of  seven  years  100/.  per  annum  should  be  disposed,  out  of  the  profits  of  the  cus- 
toms, to  the  repairs  of  the  old  stone  bridge  and  the  then  new  bridge,  and  such  other  neces- 
sary uses,  or  work  in  and  about  the  city  and  suburbs,  as  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  sheriffs 
might  think  fit;  and  that  the  remains  of  the  profits  for  that  period  should  be  applied  towards 
erecting  a new  bridge  from  the  land,  near  the  then  custom-house,  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Liffey,  to  the  land  of  St.  Mary’s  Abbey,  on  the  north  (the  site  of  the  present  Essex  Bridge). 

26.  Except  the  charters  of  James  II.,  presently  noticed,  the  only  remaining  royal  grants  of 
importance  we  have  found  made  to  the  city  of  Dublin  are  by  George  II.,  who,  in  the 
first  year  of  his  reign,  on  the  petition  of  the  lord  mayor,  sheriffs,  commons  and  citizens,  added 
to  the  justices  of  the  peace  all  aldermen  who  had  served  the  office  of  mayor,  or  been  excused 
from  serving  it  on  payment  of  a fine  ; and,  in  the  thirteenth,  granted  to  the  corporation  autho- 
rity to  hold  a free  market  for  corn  every  Monday  and  Thursday  weekly,  and  to  take  to  their 
own  use  the  tolls  and  customs  of  the  market. 


27.  The  charter  of  James  II.  bears  date  the  27th  October,  in  the  third  year  of  his  reign. 
It  is  not  recognised  by  the  corporation,  though  said  to  have  been  once  pleaded  by  their 
town-clerk.  In  his  attempts  to  remodel  the  corporations  in  England  and  Ireland, 
King  James  proceeded  by  writs  of  quo  warranto  against  several  of  them,  including 
that  of  Dublin,  and,  as  might  be  expected  in  that  distracted  reign,  no  successful  opposition 
appears  to  have  been  given  at  the  time.  Those  writs  were  brought  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer, 
and,  although  followed  by  judgment, seizing  all  the  liberties  and  franchises  of  the  corporations 
into  the  king  s hands,  it  is  plain  from  the  decision  of  the  House  of  Lords,  in  the  case  of 
Drogheda  (Rex  v.  Peppard,  2 Brown’s  Parliamentary  Cases,  S21),  that  the  judgments  were 
void,  and,  that  unless  followed  by  actual  and  full  acceptance  by  the  corporations,  the  charters 
founded  on  those  judgments  have  no  operation.  It  is  remarkable  that  the  statute  of  the 
Parliament  of  England  (1  William  and  Mary,  sess.  2,  c.  9),  declaring  void  the  proceedings 
against  the  Irish  corporations,  and  the  new  charters  granted  in  Ireland  by  James  II.,  never 
received  the  sanction  of  the  Irish  legislature  ; but  we  do  not  consider  this  circumstance  as 
maternity  affecting  the  consideration  of  the  present  question.  And  though,  for  a brief  period 
uring  the  reign  of  James  II.,  acted  on  by  the  individuals  named  in  it  as  corporate  officers, 
and  still  preserved  among  the  archives  of  the  corporation,  and  some  parts  of  the  modem 
piactice  aie  conformable  to  its  provisions,  we  think  that  this  charter  cannot  be  considered 
to  have  now  any  validity,  or  to  have  been  in  fact  operative  since  the  Revolution. 

t seems  therefore  unnecessary  to  detail  its  provisions,  which  are  very  comprehensive  and 
minute,  containing  some  of  the  regulations  of  previous  charters  and  ordinances,  apparently 
enve  from  the  then  constitution  of  the  body  corporate,  as  to  the  number  and  mode  of 
election  of  corporate  officers,  and  members  of  the  corporation,  with  others  introducing  new 
members,  such  as  free  burgesses,  aud  regulations  which  are  not  known  to  the  present  con- 
stitution: we  thmk  it  sufficient  to  observe,  that  every  trace  of  popular  principles  was  care- 
ully  excluded  from  the  plan  of  municipal  government  proposed  by  this  charter,  the  whole 
governing  power  being  vested  in  a council,  consisting  of  the  mayor,  twentv-four  aldermen, 
and  forty-eight  free  burgesses ; the  aldermen  and  free  burgesses  holding  'for  life,  and  all 
\acancies  in  its  members  being  supplied  by  self-election  of  the  council  ;°even  the  elective 
rancnise  m returning  members  to  Parliament  was  confined  to  the  select  body.  The  power 
or  making  freemen  of  the  corporation  and  its  guilds  was  limited  to  them,  and  a discretionary 
power  ot  removing*  the  mayor,  recorder,  aldermen,  free  burgesses,  and  other  officers,  was 
vested  m the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Privy  Council  of  Irelaiid.  This  charter  is  printed  in  the 

2rXr^  Rep°rt  of  the  Gommittee  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  1823  on  the  local 
taxation  of  Dublin. 

28.  On  a consideration  of  the  several  charters  we  have  noticed,  and  the  numerous  arrange- 
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oeols  and  details  of  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  it  cannot  be  said  that  there  is  auv  CHARTERS. 

governing  Charter.  In  fact,  the  present  constitution  is  founded  partly  on  the  provisions  of 

several  of  them,  partly  on  usage  and  ancient  customs,  partly  on  the  New  Rules  made  in  the  New  Rules 

25  Charles  II,  and  principally  on  the  enactments  of  the  Statutes  33  Geo.  II.  c.  16,  and  statutes  of  Geo  IT 

II,  12  Geo.  III.  c.  1.  which  will  be  separately  noticed  in  the  course  of  this  Report  in  and  GeS.  IIL 

connexion  with  the  particulars  to  which  they  relate.  Numerous  patents  of  inspeximus  of 

the  charters,  by  successive  monarch!,  are  among  the  records  of  the  corporation,  which  we 

have  thought  it  unnecessary  to  particularize. 

29.  There  are  twenty-five  incorporated  Guilds  or  companies  of  trades  existing  in  the  city  Incorporated 
of  Dublin.  They  are  all  connected  with,  and  in  some  respect  form  parts  of,  the  general  Guilds, 
corporation,  which  is  commonly  distinguished  from  them  as  the  corporation  of  “ the  city  at 
large.”  The  following  Report  will  show  the’ nature  of  the  connexion  between  the  guilds  and 
the  general  corporation.  The  charters  of  these  companies  and  the  particulars  of  their  re-  | 
spective  constitutions  form  the  subject  of  a separate  portion  of  this  report. 

The  following  are  the  trades  thus  incorporated  : — 


Merchants, 

Tailors, 

Smiths, 

Barber-Surgeons, 

Bakers, 

Butchers, 

Carpenters, 

Shoemakers, 

Saddlers, 

Cooks, 

Tauners, 

Tallow  Chandlers, 

Glovers  and  Skinners, 

All,  except  the  guild  of  merchants,  are 


W eavers, 

Shearmen  and  Dyers, 
Goldsmiths, 

Coopers, 

Felt  Makers, 

Cutlers, 

Bricklayers, 

Hosiers, 

Curriers, 

Brewers  and  Maltsters, 
Joiners, 

Apothecaries. 

usually  called  minor  guilds. 


III.  CORPORATE  BODY. 

JV*  Title  of  th5  'wpor.doi'  »f  Dublin  is,  « The  Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Mayor 
Sheriffs,  Commons,  and  Citizens  of  the  City  of  Dublin.”  y 


31.  The  Officers  of  the  corporation  who  arc  constituent  members  of  it  are, 
The  Lord  Mayor, 

Two  Sheriffs, 

24  Aldermen, 

144  Common  Council  Men;  consisting  of 
48  Sheriffs’  Peers,  and 
90  Representatives  of  the  Guilds. 


Corporate  Body. 
Title. 


Classes  and  Officers. 


Of  the  other  officers  the  following  are  connected  with  the  administration  of  justice: — 
Recorder, 

Coroners, 

President  of  Court  of  Conscience, 

Town  Clerks  and  Clerks  of  the  Peace, 

Marshal, 

Water  Bailiffs, 

Sergeants  at  Mace, 

Secretary  to  the  Lord  Mayor, 

Register  of  Lord  Mayor’s  Court, 

Register  of  Court  of  Conscience, 

Bailiffs  of  Court  of  Conscience, 

Crier  of  the  Quarter  Sessions  Court, 

Governor  of  Newgate, 

His  Deputy, 

Keeper  of  the  City  Marshalsea, 

Keeper  of  the  Sheriffs’  Prison. 

The  following  are  ministerial 

Treasurer, 

Accountant, 

Architect, 

Surveyor, 

Law  Agents, 

High  Constable, 

Sword  Bearer, 

Mace  Bearer, 

Officer  of  Commons, 

Clerk  of  Commons, 

Staff  Men. 

B 2 
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NumberofFreemen. 


Election  and 
Qualification  of 
Officers  and 
Members. 

Lord  Mayor,  elec- 
tion of. 


REPORTS  FROM  COMMISSIONERS  ON 


The  officers  connected  with  the  markets  are, 

Deputy  Clerks  of  the  Markets, 

Inspector  of  the  Hay  Market, 

Clerks  or  Weighmasters  of  the  Hay  Markets, 

Weighmasters  of  Butter  Cranes, 

Weigh  master  of  the  Green  Hide  Crane. 

The  remaining  officers  are  those  belonging  to  the  Pipe-water  Establishment;  they  are,. 
Masters  of  the  Works, 

Engineer, 

Store  Keeper, 

Book  Keeper, 

Inspector  of  Collectors, 

Collectors, 

Supervisor, 

Overseer, 

Inspector  of  Turn-cocks, 

Turn-cocks. 

32.  The  number  of  the  Freemen  is  not  ascertained,  but  is  generally  estimated  -at  about 
4000.  There  were  about  1900  registered  under  the  Reform  Act,  to  February  1834,  as  voters 
resident  within  seven  statute  miles  of  the  place  of  election.  The  number  of  non-residents, 
and  of  residents  not  registered  as  voters,  is  considerable.  At  the  contested  election,  held  in 
May  1831,  the  number  of  freemen  who  voted  was  2459. 

33.  The  Lord  Mayor  is  elected  from  the  aldermen.  By  the  New  Rules  in  the  25  Charles  II. 
the  right  of  election  of  the  lord  mayor  was  confined  to  the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen,  eight 
aldermen  being  always  present.  This  was  altered  by  the  33  Geo.  II.  c.  16,  sec.  11,  which 
requires,  that  “ the  name  of  the  person  elected  by  the  iord  mayor  and  aldermen  shall  be 
returned  by  them  to  the  commons  of  the  common  council  for  their  approbation,  without 
which  he  shall  not  be  capable  of  serving;  and,  if  the  commons  reject  or  disapprove  of  the 
person  so  returned,  the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen  shall,  from  time  to  time,  elect  another  person, 
and  return  the  name  of  the  person  so  elected  to  the  commons  for  their  approbation,  and  so, 
from  time  to  time,  until  the  commons  shall  approve  of  the  person  returned.” 

The  office  of  lord  mayor  is  very  seldom  contested.  There  is  in  form  an  election  by  the 
lord  mayor  and  board  of  aldermen  in  the  following  way  : The  names  of  the  three  senior  aider- 
men  of  the  juniors,  that  is,  of  those  who  have  notserved  the  office  oflord  mayor,  are  written  in 
an  election  book ; those  three  aldermen  then  retire  from  the  room,  and  the  election  is  pro- 
ceeded with  in  their  absence,  the  names  of  the  remaining  aldermen  being  called  over,  begin- 
ning with  the  junior  present,  and  each,  as  called  in  rotation,  signing  his  name  in  the  book 
under  that  of  the  person  whom  he  wishes  to  be  elected.  The  name  of  the  person  having  the 
majority  of  votes  is  then  inserted  in  a return,  which  is  signed  by  the  lord  mayor  and  sent 
down  to  the  commons.  The  alderman  next  in  rotation  to  the  acting  lord  mayor  is  usually  the 
person  elected  by  the  board,  unless  he  should  wish  to  be  passed  over.  It  rarely  happens 
that  the  person  so  returned  to  them  is  rejected  or  disapproved  of  by  the  commons.  But  in  a 
few  instances  the  latter  body  have  succeeded  in  obtaining  the  election  of  the  aldermau  pre- 
ferred by  them,  by  successively  rejecting  every  other  sent  down  by  the  lord  mayor  and 
aldermen. 

The  election  of  the  lord  mayor  appears  to  be  almost  the  only  branch  of  the  internal 
arrangements  of  the  corporation  which  has  become  the  subject  of  especial  public  notice,  and 
as,  on  the  principal  occasions  on  which  it  has  been  matter  of  controversy,  it  seems  to  have 
attracted  at  the  time  much  of  public  attention,  and  to  have  led  to  investigations  on  the  con- 
stitution of  the  corporate  body,  and  the  legal  right  of  its  constituent  members,  it  may  be 
convenient  here  to  state  the  most  important  particulars  of  those  contests. 

The  practice  of  having  three  aldermen  put  in  nomination,  as  at  present,  for  the  office  of 
lord  mayor,  appears  to  be  very  ancient ; but  in  the  latter  years  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne 
an  attempt  was  made  to  establish  a right  in  the  lord  mayor  for  the  time  being,  to  nominate 
the  three  candidates,  and  to  compel  the  aldermen  to  elect  one  of  the  three  so  nominated. 
This  attempt  was  supported  by  the  Irish  Government  of  that  period,  and  led  to  a violent 
and  protracted  contest  between  the  lord  lieutenant  and  privy  council,  acting  on  the  powers 
of  approval  or  disapproval  given  to  them  by  the  New  Rules,  on  the  one  side,  and  the 
board  of  aldermen  on  the  other. 

It  was  at  first  attempted  on  the  part  of  the  former  to  establish  that  the  senior  alderman 
who  had  not  served  the  office  of  lord  mayor,  technically  described  as  “ not  having 
passed  the  cushion,”  was  of  right  entitled  to  be  elected  lord  mayor — a position  which  if 
sustained  would  at  once  have  made  the  election  a mere  form.  This  point  was  got  rid  of  by 
the  corporation  by  the  repeal  of  some  ancient  bye-laws  which  appeared  to  support  it ; but 
the  claim  of  the  lord  mayor  alone  to  nominate  the  three  candidate  aldermen  became  the 
subject  of  very  serious  proceedings,  and  led  to  the  agitation  of  a further  question,  Whether 
the  lord  mayor  might  hold  over,  beyond  his  year  of  office. 

The  proceedings  on  this  occasion  were  obviously  connected  with  the  views  of  the  then 
great  contending  political  parties  of  the  State.  The  account  we  have  of  them  is  that  given 
by  the  finally  predominant  interest,  on  the  accession  of  George  I.,  and  must  therefore  he 
liable  to  those  deductions,  to  which,  however  unimpeachable  the  individuals  by  whom  they 
are  prepared,  all  political  statements  are  to  some  extent  subject. 
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The  questionable  parts  of  the  statement  we  allude  to  have  reference  only  to  the  motives 
d objects  of  the  actors  in  the  transactions  it  describes.  The  details,  which  relate 
tD  the  subjects  connected  with  this  part  of  our  Report,  derive  corroboration  from  the 
subsequent  practice  in  corporate  elections. 

The  history  of  the  contest  is  given  at  great  length  in  the  account  above  referred  to, 
lv  the  Report,  in  the  year  1716,  of  a Committee  of  the  Irish  House  of  Commons, 
^eciallv  appointed  to  investigate  the  subject.  This  Report,  accompanied  by  numerous 
documents,  is  published  in  the  Appendix  to  the  third  volume  of  the  Journals  of  that 
House  p.  78.  The  nature  of  the  contest,  and  the  evidence  afforded,  on  that  occasion,  of 
the  ancient  constitution  of  the  corporation,  in  many  particulars  will,  we  think,  be  most 
conveniently  shown  by  giving  such  extracts  from  the  Report  as  appear  to  us  to  be  con- 
nected with  those  subjects. 

This  document,  after  a brief  reference  to  the  charters  of  Henry  II.,  John,  and  Edward 
III.  proceeds  to  state,  that,  by  a bye-law  in  Richard  III.’s  time,  it  was  ordered,  amongst 
other  things,  that  the  jurees,  i.  <?.,  the  aldermen,  shall  meet  on  every  Holyrood  day  to  name 
one  of  themselves  to  be  mayor,  from  the  feast  of  St.  Michael  then  next  ensuing,  for  the 
aCe  of  one  whole  year : and  if  the  person  so  named  come  not  to  the  election  of  mayor 
as  he  was  named  on  Holyrood  day,  according  to  the  law  of  the  said  city,  which  hath  been 
used  of  time  that  no  mind  is,  to  pay  20/.  : and  if  any  jurec  shall  absent  himself  on  Holy- 
rood  day  without  reasonable  cause,  he  shall  have  no  election  on  Michaelmas:  provided 
thatno  juree,  that  shall  be  chosen  mayor  and  serve  for  a year,  shall  be  elected  within  three 
years  after  without  his  own  assent:  and  that  at  Michaelmas  assembly,  2 Edward  VI.,  it 
was  ordered,  that  the  mayor  for  the  year  past  shall  go  with  the  mayor  of  the  city  for  the 
time  being,  to  begin  from  Michaelmas,  and  so  from  Michaelmas  to  Michaelmas  continually 
for  ever  : that  afterwards,  at  Easter  assembly  in  the  11th  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  a bye- 
law was  made,  whereby  it  was  enacted,  “ that  to  eschew  contention  that  yearly  ariseth 
upon  election  of  mayor,  every  alderman  shall  keep  his  turn  for  bearing  the  charge  of 
mayoralty  according  to  antienty,  and  nil  laws,  ordinances,  establishments,  licences,  grants, 
and  orders,  heretofore  made  or  granted  to  the  contrary  hereof,  shall  be  by  authority  of  this 
assembly  revoked,  repealed,  annulled,  and  utterly  frustrated  and  void that  this  bye- 
law which  estabffehed  the  succession  continued  in  force  till  Christmas  assembly,  1652,  when 
a bye-law  was  made  reciting  the  last-mentioned  bye-law  in  the  11th  of  Queen  Elizabeth, 
and  that  the  election  of  a mayor  by  tlie  mayor  and  aldermen,  with  the  assistance  of  such  as 
by  that  assembly  should  be  concluded  upon,  will  be  more  agreeable  to  the  original  consti- 
tution of  the  corporation  in  the  point  of  election  of  their  yearly  mayor,  and  recites 
further  that  the  commons  desired  the  assembly  to  lay  down  a course  therein:  and  the 
said  bye-law  orders  and  directs,  that  the  mayor  be  thenceforth  yearly  elected  from  among 
such  of  the  aldermen  as  have  not  borne  the  office  of  mayor  in  their  own  right,  or  in  default 
of  such,  out  of  the  aldermen  at  large,  to  bo  made  according  to  ancient  custom  of  the  city 
by  the  mayor  and  aldermen  calling  to  their  assistance  the  sheri ft’s  and  sixteen  of  the 
commons  then  present,  to  be  appointed  by  the  sheriffs  : and  that  bye-law  further  orders, 
that  the  mayor  shall  thenceforth  be  elected  at  such  times  as  anciently  have  been  accustomed, 
in  such  manner  as  in  the  petition  is  desired,  provided  there  be  three  of  the  aldermen  that 
have  not  served  in  their  own  right,  to  be  nominated  by  the  mayor  and  aldermen,  put  iu 
election;  and,  if  there  bo  not  so  many,  then  out  of  the  aldermen  at  large:  which  bye-law 
continued  not  long  in  force,  for  at  Easter  assembly,  1657,  a bye-law  was  made,  by  which 
it  was  ordered  and  enacted,  that  every  alderman  who  had  not  borne  the  office  of  mayor  in 
his  own  right  shall  keep  his  turn  for  bearing  the  office  and  charges  of  mayoralty,  according 
to  his  antienty  successively  ; and  all  law's,  ordinances,  establishments,  and  orders  theretofore 
made  to  the  contrary  are  annulled  thereby  : that  from  1657  till  the  making  of  the  New 
Rules  in  1672,  the  bye-laws  of  succession  again  took  place,  except  in  two  instances,  one  of 
Alderman  Richard  Coolte  in  the  year  166.3,  the  other  of  Sir  Daniel  Bellingham  in  1664, 
each  of  whom  were  excused  from  serving  in  their  turn,  and  the  law  of  succession  was,  by  the 
said  Acts  of  Assembly,  dispensed  with  in  the  said  cases. 

The  Report,  after  stating  tlie  publication  of  the  New'  Rules  for  Dublin,  and  the  subse- 
quent course  of  proceeding  as  to  the  mode  of  election,  sets  forth  the  claim  of  Alderman 
Robert  Constantine,  in  1711,  to  be  chosen  lord  mayor,  of  right,  as  the  senior  alderman 
who  had  not  passed  the  cushion  ; and  the  Committee  reported,  that  it  further  appeared 
to  them,  that,  in  order  to  remove  all  colour  of  objection  for  the  future,  the  lord  mayor, 
aldermen,  and  common  council,  the  15th  day  of  May,  1711,  at  a very  full  assembly,  duly 
summoned  in  the  usual  manner,  and  by  the  proper  officers,  consisting  of  the  lord  mayor, 
aldermen,  and  about  eighty  of  the  commons,  the  whole  number  of  the  commons  being 
about  106,  made  a bye-law,  which  recites,  that  one  bye-law  made  at  Michaelmas  assembly, 
in  the  fifth  and  sixth  years  of  King  Philip  and  Queen  Mary,  which  enacted,  that  the  mayor 
°f  the  city  should,  the  year  after  his  mayoral ty,  be  made  master  of  Trinity  Guild,  and  also  one 
other  bye-law  made,  the  11th  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  which  bye-law  is  before  set  forth,  were 
ound  inconvenient  in  restraining  the  freedom  of  elections  ; and  the  said  bye-law  enacts  and 
ordains,  that  the  said  recited  bye-laws  are  thereby  repealed,  revoked,  annulled,  vacated, 
and  abrogated,  and  that  all  other  bye-law  or  bye-laws,  or  ordinances  whatsoever  thereto- 
ore  made,  whereby  the  right  or  manner  of  electing  mayor,  or  master  of  Trinity  Guild,  is 
restrained,  limited,  circumscribed,  abridged,  or  directed,  and  every  clause  or  article  therein 
a_ie  repealed,  revoked,  and  abrogated  to  all  intents  and  purposes.  The  Report  then  states 
ax  severaieiections  of  lord  mayor  and  sheriffs  in  171  l.all  disapproved  of  by  the  lordlieute- 
nantand i privy  council,  and  that,  on  the  1st  day  of  October,  an  act  or  order  was  made  of  the 
en  01C*  mayor  and  board  of  aldermen,  importing  that  it  was  the  undoubted  right  of  the 
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CORPORATE  BODY.  jor(j  mayor  an(j  aldermen  to  elect  such  of  .the  aldermen  of  the  city  to  the  mayoralty  as  they 
should  think  fit,  without  regard  to  seniority  or  juniority.  The  Report  then  gives  a Ion* 
and  particular  detail  of  the  controversy  which  ensued,  but  which  it  is  unnecessary  to  intro! 
duce  here;  and  concludes  with  a series  of  resolutions,  of  which  the  following  only  are  now 
of  importance : — 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  the  senior  alderman,  who  had  not 
served  as  mayor,  had  not  any  right,  by  charter,  usage,  or  bye-law  in  force  in  the  city  of 
Dublin,  as  such  to  be  elected  lord  mayor. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee  that  the  right  of  nominating  the  three 
persons  to  be  put  in  election  for  the  mayoralty  is  in  the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  said 
city,  and  that  the  aldermen  are  in  no  sort  restrained  in  the  choice  of  the  succeeding  lord 
mayor  to  one  of  the  three  persons  nominated,  or  proposed  to  be  put  in  election,  for  lord 
mayor. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee  that  the  lord  mayor  of  the  city  of 
Dublin  hath  not  any  right  by  charter,  usage,  or  bye-law,  in  force  in  the  city  of  Dublin, 
to  hold  over  beyond  the  year  for  which  he  was  elected. 

The  statute  33  Geo.  II.  c.  16,  s.  11,  already  stated,  does  not  interfere  with  the  form 
of  election  of  the  lord  mayor  by  the  lord  mayor  and  board  of  aldermen,  but  makes  their 
choice  expressly  subject  to  the  approval  or  disapproval  of  the  commons. 

No  further  important  contest  respecting  the  election  of  the  lord  mayor  arose  until  some 
years  after  this  Act  was  passed,  namely,  in  the  year  1790. 

The  Irish  Government,  in  the  year  L7S6,  succeeded  in  passing  a Bill  for  the  better 
establishment  of  the  police  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  which  vested  in  the  lord  lieutenant  very 
extensive  powers  in  the  appointment  of  commissioners  of  police  and  divisional  justices, 
which  were  to  be  chosen  from  the  magistrates  of  the  city ; and  the  aldermen  being  in  fact 
the  only  permanent  magistrates,  the  Act  gave  an  important  influence  to  the  Government  in 
the  corporation  by  its  exercise  of  the  power  of  appointment. 

The  Police  Bill,  on  this  and  other  grounds,  became  an  object  of  the  most  violent  hostility 
on  the  part  of  the  citizens,  and  it  appears  that  eighteen  of  the  guilds  pledged  themselves 
not  to  vote  for  any  citizen  to  serve  in  the  common  council,  who  did  not^Dreviously  to  the 
election  take  and  subscribe  a solemn  test  that  he  would  not  vote  for  any®  man  to  be  lord 
ma}ror  who  was  a commissioner  of  the  police. 

An  occasion  arose  for  acting  on  these  principles  on  the  election  of  a lord  mayor  in  the 
year  1790.  On  the  16th  April  in  that  year  the  board  of  aldermen  returned  to  the  com- 
mons the  name  of  Alderman  James,  a commissioner  of  police,  as  chosen  by  them  to  be  lord 
mayor.  The  commons  proceeded  to  a ballot,  and  Alderman  James  was  rejected  by  a 
majority  of  four. 

The  board  of  aldermen  then  sent  down  successively  the  names  of  seven  other  aldermen, 
who,  being  objectionable  on  similar  grounds,  were  all  rejected  by  large  majorities. 

The  board  of  aldermen  not  having  sent  down  any  other  name,  the  commons  adjourned 
to  the  next  day,  and  the  lord  mayor  entered  their  hall,  and  declared  that  he  dissolved  the 
assembly'. 

On  the  next  day  the  sheriffs  and  commons  assembled,  and  elected  Alderman  Howison  to 
be  lord  mayor,  and.  x-eturned  his  name  to  the  privy  council.  The  boai'd  of  aldermen,  on 
the  same  day,  met  and  elected  Alderman  James,  and  made  a separate  return  of  his  name  to 
the  privy  council.  Counsel  was  heard  before  that  assembly,  and  the  lord  lieutenant  and 
privy  council  sent  both  parties  to  a new  election. 

A post  assembly  was  accordingly  held  on  the  27th  May,  when  the  lord  mayor  and  board 
of  aldermen  again  returned  the  name  of  Alderman  James  to  the  commons,  who  again 
rejected  him.  The  lord  mayor  and  board  of  aldermen  then  sent  a message  to  the  com- 
mons, to  know  “ on  what  ground,  or  for  what  cause,  the  sheriffs  and  commons  had  disap- 
proved of  Alderman  James;”  to  which  the  latter  body  replied  that  they,  acting  according 
to  law,  did  not  think  it  incumbent  on  them  to  assign  any  reason  for  rejecting  him.  The 
board  of  aldermen  did  not  send  down  any  other  name,  and  both  houses  met  the  next  day, 
when  the  sheriffs  and  commons  re-elected  Alderman  Howison,  and  the  lord  mayor  and 
aldermen  re-elected  Alderman  James,  and  the  names  were  severally  returned  to  the  privy 
council  as  before. 

The  lord  lieutenant  and  privy  council  again  sent  them  to  a new  election,  which  took 
place  on  the  23d  June.  The  lord  mayor  and  board  of  aldermen  again  returned  the  name 
of  Alderman  James  to  the  commons,  who  again  rejected  him  by  a majority  of  two  to  one. 
I he  boai'd  sent  another  message  to  demand  the  reasons  of  objection  to  Alderman  James, 
which  was  answered,  as  befoi'e,  that  the  commons,  acting  lawfully,  did  not  conceive  them- 
selves bound  to  assign  any  reasons.  Both  parties  met  again  the  following  day,  when  Aider- 
men  Howison  and  James  were  again  elected  by  the  respective  bodies  as  before,  and  returned 
the  third  time  to  the  lord  lieutenant  and  privy  council. 

The  question  on  these  double  returns  was  argued  at  great  length  before  the  privy  council, 
and  the  principal  point  which  appears  to  have  been  discussed  was,  whether,  under  the 
33  Geo.  II,  c.  16,  s.  11,  the  commons  were  at  liberty  to  reject  the  alderman  sent  to 
them  by  the  board,,  without  assigning  any  reasons  for  the  rejection.  The  difficulties  which 
must  necessarily  exist  in  assigning  reasons  for  the  decision  by  ballot  of  a large  assembly, 
and  in.  determining  at  the  moment  on  the  validity  of  the  objection,  with  the  want  of  any 
provision  as  to  the  persons  by  whom  such  determination  should  be  made,  were  strongly 
urged  on  behalf  of  the  commons.  The  privy  council,  however,  without  assigning  aDy 
reasons  for  their  judgment,  approved  of  Alderman  James.  The  lord  chancellor,  Lord 
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Clare,  in  a speech  afterwards  made  by  him  in  the  House  of  Lords,  declared,  that,  when 
double  returns  had  been  made,  it  had  been  always  considered  as  almost  matter  of  course  to 
approve  of  one  of  the  parties  returned,  and  that  by.  this  means  the  question  was  put  into 
a situation  of  being  tried  at  law,  and  that  the  decision  of  the  lord  lieutenant  and  council 
wa=  0f  no  authority  whatever  : if  Alderman  James’s  election  was  illegal,  that  decision  did 
not'affect  to  legalize  it,  but  merely  put  it  in  course  of  trial  before  the  proper  tribunal. 

The  question  was  not  finally  brought  into  a court  of  law : Alderman  James,  yielding 
either  to  the  legal  difficulties  urged  against  his  election,  or  to  the  force  of  popular  feeling 
so  strongly  directed  against  his  appointment,  finally  retired  from  the  contest ; and  the 
commons  have  ever  since  exercised  the  power  of  disapproval,  without  assigning  the 
grounds  of  objection  to  the  aldermen  returned  to  them,  or  being  called  on  by  the  board 
of  aldermen  to  do  so. 

The  last  occasion  of  a contest  for  the  office  of  lord  mayor  occurred  in  the  year  1820. 
The  lord  mayor  and  aldermen  on  that  occasion  sent  down  successively  the  names  of  several 
aldermen,  whom  the  commons  rejected,  and  the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen  finally  declined 
to  send  down  the  name  of  Sir  A.  J3.  King,  whom  the  commons  wished  to  elect,  and 
retired  from  the  assembly.  The  commons,  under  the  power  conferred  by  the  13th  section 
of  the  Act,  met  on  the  next  day,  and  elected  Sir  A.  B.  King;  and  this  election  was  con- 
firmed by  the  lord  lieutenant  and  privy  council. 

In  case  of  the  death  of  the  lord  mayor  during  his  year  of  office,  it  is  provided  by 
the  statute  11,  12  Geo.  III.  c.  11,  s.  6!),  that  the  aldermen  shall  assemble  within  two 
days  after  such  death,  and  elect  an  alderman  as  locum-tenens,  who  shall  have  all  the 
powers  before  vested  in  the  lord  mayor,  and  be  capable  of  presiding  and  summoning  the 
members  of  the  corporation  for  the  election  of  a lord  mayor  in  place  of  the  deceased. 

The  70th  section  requires  the  person  so  elected  locum-tcnens  to  proceed  to  such  election 
of  a new  lord  mayor  within  fourteen  days  after  the  death  of  the  late  lord  mayor;  and,  in 
failure  of  his  so  doing,  his  power  and  authority  shall  immediately  cease  and  determine,  and 
the  aldermen  and  commons  may  elect  a lord  mayor  without  his  presence  or  concurrence, 
and  issue  summonses  in  the  name  of  the  town-clerks,  or  town-clerk,  for  the  purpose  of 
holding  such  election. 

The  same  statute,  in  s.  (58,  empowers  the  lord  mayor,  by  warrant  under  bis  hand  and  seal, 
to  appoint  one  of  the  aldermen  to  officiate  as  his  locum-tenens  during  his  illness  or  necessary 
absence. 

The  being  an  alderman  is  the  only  necessary  qualification  required  for  the  office  of  lord 
mayor. 

It  is  a provision  of  the  New  Rules,  2.0  Charles  II.,  that  the  name  of  the  person  elected  shall, 
within  ten  days  after  the  election,  he  presented  to  the  lord  lieutenant  and  privy  council  for 
approval ; that  he  shall  not  be  capable  of  serving  until  approved  ; and  if  not  approved  within 
that  time  the  corporation  shall  proceed  to  a now  election,  and  present  the  name  of  the  person 
elected,  as  before,  and  so  from  time  to  time,  until  they  shall  have  chosen  one  that  shall  be 
approved  of. 

Fines,  discretionary  in  amount,  were  formerly  imposed  on  persons  refusing  to  serve  the  office 
mayor  w',eu  elected;  an  instance  occurs  of  such  a line,  in  the  year  1603,  so  high  as 
~000/. : this  has  not  been  tin:  practice  in  modern  times. 

It  appears  to  have  been  formerly  the  custom  for  the  lord  mayor  on  the  day  of  his  election 
to  enter  into  a recognizance  in  1000/.  to  appear  on  the  next  Michael  mas-day  to  undertake  the 
omce. 

The  lord  mayor  on  his  election  pays  a sum  of  twenty  guineas  to  the  Blue  Coat  Hospital. 

The  lord  mayor  is  sworn  into  office  before  the  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  according  to 
the  provision  of  the  charter  of  15  Henry  III.  The  oath,  by  the  statute  17,  18  Geo.  III., 
c- 44,  may  be  administered  by  either  of  the  chief  justices,  or  any  of  the  other  justices  of 

e courts  of  King’s  Bench  ancl  Common  Pleas,  in  the  absence  of  the  chief  baron  of  the 

chequer.  Power  was  given  by  the  charter  37  Edward  ILL,  as  already  stated,  to  the  lord 
mayor  and  commonalty  of  the  city  to  swear  in  the  lord  mayor,  unless  the  lord  lieutenant  or 
ome  baron  of  the  Exchequer  should  bo  in  Dublin  at  the  time,  before  whom,  then,  such  oath 
was  to  be  taken. 

ralKi  1|’he.J!erme»  aie  elected  for  life  from  among  those  who  have  served  the  office  of  sheriff, 
whicl  Sle  - 8 Peers-  The  niode  of  election  is  as  regulated  by  the  S3  Geo.  II.,  c.  1 6,  s.  JO, 
the  *re?u?res  tae  mayor  and  aldermen,  or  the  usual  quorum  of  them,  on  a vacancy,  within 

pee  SUa  i'016  suc^  vac'<mcy  (which  is  twenty-one  days),  to  nominate  four  sheriffs’ 

ihp  JS  tPers°ns  to  serve  the  office  of  alderman,  and  return  their  names  and  additions  to 
ue  commons  who  shall  elect  one  of  the  four  to  the  office. 

defeated  °ni h i C<^  t'lc  apparent  power  of  selection  thus  given  to  the  commons. is 

by  tbe  j ?,  ' eKcl‘°"  °f  aldermen  substantially  vested  iu  the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen, 

persons  n t**  1?t-urn'n§  0llty  the  names  of  candidates  preferred  by  them,  with  those  of 
be  elected°  ,se.  nK  a>|d  known  to  be  unwilling  to  accept  the  office,  or  unlikely  from  age  to 
lord  mayor  *s  a"  °*JV'nus  consequence  of  the  power  of  nomination  given  to  the 

one  of  ihe  f . alcie™ef1-  The  only  mode  the  commons  have  of  defeating  it  is,  by  electing 
occurred  °M'  W"°  11  *s  ^nown  will  not  accept  the  office,  and  instances  of  this  nature  have 

There'" 

on  a '*?  any  qualification  in  respect  of  property  required  in  the  aldermen,  nor: any  fine 

council.  He  M 0Ii  keiu£  elected  is  expected  to  provide  an  entertainment  for  the  common 
pays  also  a sum  of  400/.,  of  which  100  guineas  is  for  the  Blue  Coat  Hospital,. 
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and  the  residue  applied  to  a fund  called  the  Junior  Aldermen’s  Fund,  which  is  set  apart  for 
the  repairs  and  embellishment  of  the  Mansion  House.  The  entire  expense  on  election  is 
about  600/. 

An  alderman  elected  lord  mayor  does  not  lose  his  office  of  alderman,  save  during  his 
year  of  office  as  lord  mayor.  There  are,  in  fact,  always  twenty-four  aldermen,  besides  the 
lord  mayor  for  the  time  being. 

35.  The  election  of  the  sheriffs  was,  by  the  New  Rules,  25  Charles  II.,  vested  exclusively  in 
the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen ; but  an  important  alteration  was  made  in  this  respect  by  the 
SS  Geo.  II.  c.  16,  which  regulates  the  present  mode  of  election. 

By  that  Act,  s.  9i  the  commons  of  the  common  council  are,  at  the  usual  time  of  electing 
sheriffs  (which  is  at  the  Easter  assembly),  to  nominate  eight  freemen  of  the  city,  resident  within 
the  city  or  adjoining  liberties,  each  worth,  in  real  or  personal  estate  in  possession,  the  sum  of 
2000/.  over  and  above  all  his  just  debts,  as  fit  persons  to  serve  in  the  office  of  sheriff,  and 
shall  return  the  names  and  additions  of  the  persons  so  nominated  to  the  lord  mayor  and 
aldermen,  who  shall  elect  two  persons  out  of  the  eight  so  returned  to  be  the  sheriffs  for  the 
ensuing  year, — from  the  usual  time  of  entering  on  the  office  (which  is  at  Michaelmas);-— and 
in  case  of  the  death  of  a sheriff  in  office,  or  his  resignation  or  removal,  the  commons  on  such 
vacancy  shall,  within  the  usual  time  of  filling  such  vacancy,  nominate  four  freemen  of  the  city, 
qualified  as  aforesaid,  and  return  the  names  and  additions  of  such  four  to  the  lord  mayor 
and  aldermen,  who  shall  elect  one  thereout,  to  serve  in  the  office  during  the  time  the  person 
in  whose  room  he  shall  be  elected  ought  to  have  served  therein. 

By  the  New  Rules,  the  sheriffs  must  be  approved  of  by  the  lord  lieutenant  and  privy  council 
in  the  same  manner  as  we  have  noticed  in  respect  to  the  lord  mayor. 

The  power  of  nomination  thus  given  to  the  commons  enables  them,  to  some  extent,  to 
vest  in  themselves  the  election  of  sheriff’s,  by  adopting  the  practice  complained  of  in  the 
nomination  of  persons  for  the  office  of  alderman  by  the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen,  and 
returning  the  names  of  their  favourite  candidates,  with  those  of  others  so  objectionable  as  to 
induce  the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen  to  elect,  as  of  course,  those  preferred  by  the  commons. 
This  course  accordingly  is  stated  to  have  been  pursued  by  the  commons  on  some  occasions. 
It  is  a bye-law  of  the  corporation,  that  an  oath  shall  be  administered  to  those  persons  whose 
names  are  returned  to  the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen,  that  they  have  not  agreed  to  appoint  any 
particular  person  under-sheriff. 

By  the  statute  33  Geo.  II.  c.  16,  the  sheriffs  should  possess  the  qualification  of  being 
worth,  in  real  or  personal  estate  in  possession,  the  sum  of  2000/.  (of  the  late  Irish  currency) 
over  and  above  all  their  just  debts ; and  by  Act  of  Assembly  the  persons  whose  names  are 
returned  to  the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen  ought  to  be  first  sworn  to  their  possessing  the 
qualification.  If  any  candidate  present  at  the  time  of  election  should  refuse  to  be  sworn  he 
would  be  rejected ; but  it  is  not  a ground  of  objection  that  the  candidate  is  not  present  at  the 
election,  and  thus  by  being  absent  he  is  allowed  to  avoid  taking  the  oath  ; and  it  appears  that 
latterly  individuals  have  served  the  office  without  having  taken  it.  There  is  no  other  mode 
pointed  out  of  ascertaining  actual  possession  of  the  required  qualification,  and, considering  the 
importance  of  the  office  and  the  responsibilities  attached  to  it,  the  existing  regulation  in  this 
respect  seems  very  inefficient. 

The  qualification  of  residence  within  the  city  and  liberties  is  not  by  the  statute  required  to 
have  existed  for  any  period  prior  to  the  actual  time  of  election. 

The  office  of  sheriff  has  not  in  practice  been  confined  to  mercantile  men.  Some  late 
sheriffs  have  been  officers  holding  commissions  in  the  army. 

The  office  of  sheriff  being  introductory  to  that  of  alderman,  and  conferring  on  the  person 
who  has  served  it  a permanent  place  in  the  common  council,  care  is  generally  taken  to  elect 
individuals  possessing  the  political  principles  of  the  corporation,  which  are  avowedly  exclusive 
and  anti-catholic  ; and  as  a test  of  his  opinions,  unless  otherwise  sufficiently  known,  the 
candidate  for  the  office  of  sheriff  has  been  required  to  engage  that  he  will  propose,  at  his  civic 
entertainments,  a political  toast  which  has  long  been  considered  a pledge  of  those  principles. 
When  the  functions  and  duties  of  the  office  of  sheriff,  and  the  very  extensive  powers  vested 
in  those  filling  it,  come  to  be  considered,  itwill  be  obvious  how  injurious  to  the  administration 
of  justice  the  effect  must  be,  of  the  suspicions  which  (however  upright  and  impartial  the 
conduct  of  individuals)  must  attach  to  their  performance  of  those  public  duties  in  the  minds 
of  the  great  body  of  their  Roman  Catholic  fellow-citizens,  and  of  those  of  other  persuasions 
who  are  opposed  to  the  political  views  of  the  corporation. 

A freeman  elected  to  the  office  of  sheriff  may  become  a sheriff’s  peer  without  actually 
serving  the  office,  on  paying  a fine  of  500/.,  of  which  100  guineas  is  o'iven  to  the  Blue  Coat 
Hospital.  ° ° 

From  a very  early  period  fines,  varying  in  amount,  appear  to  have  been  imposed  on  freemen 
elected  sheriffs  who  refused  to  serve  the  office.  The  highest  sum  has  been  500/.  The 
payment  has  been  sometimes  submitted  to,  but  at  others  resisted,  and  no  instance  was  shown  to 
us  of  proceedings  having  been  taken  to  enforce  it.  Persons  have  been  allowed  to  decline  the 
office  on  payment  of  nominal  fines,  and  some,  who  had  previously  refused  to  accept  the  office 
at  all,  have  escaped  without  paying  any  thing.  There  seems  much  uncertainty  as  to  the 
nature  and  exercise  of  the  power. 

Each  sheriff  on  his  election  is  expected  to  pay  100  guineas  to  the  Blue  Coat  Hospital. 
Ihis  payment  is  rarely  declined  or  objected  to,  but  some  instances  were  stated  to  us  of  sheriffs 
who  refused  to  make  it,  on  the  ground  of  their  having  been  forced  into  the  office. 

A representative  of  a guild  in  the  common  council,  elected  sheriff,  vacates  his  place  as  such 
representative. 
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It  is  a provision  of  the  33  Geo.  II.  c.  16,  s.  12,  that  within  two  days  next  after  the  election 
of  alderman  or  sheriffs,  the  town-clerk  shall  cause  a list  of  the  names  of  the  several  persons 
returned  by  the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen  to  the  commons,  as  fit  to  be  chosen  aldermen,  and  the 
names  of  the  persons  returned  by  the  commons  to  the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen,  as  fit  to  be 
chosen  sheriffs,  to  be  posted  on  the  Tholsel,  Four  Courts,  Parliament  House,  Trinity  College 
and  Market  House,  distinguishing  the  names  of  those  elected ; and  on  the  Saturday  next 
after  such  posting,  shall  cause  the  like  list  to  be  printed  in  the  Dublin  Gazette  and  two  other 
public  newspapers,  at  the  expense  of  the  corporation. 

This  regulation  is  not  now  observed,  save  by  posting  the  lists  at  the  Assembly  I-Ionse  and 
Sessions  House ; formerly  the  building  called  the  Tholsel,  now  no  longer  in  existence,  served 
the  purpose  of  both. 

By  the  same  statute,  s.  13,  it  is  provided,  that  if  either  the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen  or  the 
commons  shall  omit  or  refuse  to  assemble  at  or  within  the  usual  times,  for  the  electing  the 
lord  mayor  and  aldermen  and  sheriffs  respectively,  or,  being  assembled,  shall  omit  or  refuse 
what  is  thereby  required  to  be  done  by  them  respectively  for  election  and  appointment  of  the 
said  officers,  then  the  commons,  in  case  such  default  shall  be  in  the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen 
or  the  aldermen,  if  the  default  shall  be  in  the  commons,  or  the  usual  quorum  of  them  respec- 
tively, shall  and  may,  without  any  summons  for  the  purpose,  assemble  at  the  Tholsel  on  the 
next  following  day  (not.  being  Sunday),  or  if  Sunday,  then  on  the  Monday  next  following  and 
elect  the  saicl  officers  respectively  as  the  case  shall  require  ; and  every  such  election  so°made 
shall  be  valid  and  effectual  to  all  intents  and  purposes. 

We  have  noticed  instances  of  the  exercise  of  the  power  given  by  this  section  to  the 
commons,  on  the  occasion  of  the  election  of  lord  mayor. 

36.  The  Common  Councilman  are  those  who  have  served  the  office  of  sheriff,  called  sheriffs’ 
peers;  and  representatives  elected  triennially  by  the  several  guilds  of  the  city.  By  the  first 
section  of  33  Geo.  II.  c.  16,  the  number  of  sheriffs’  peers  is  not  to  exceed  forty-eight,  and  in 
practice  there  are  not  so  many.  There  were  thirty-five  on  the  1st  January,  1834,  of  whom 
four  had  become  sheriffs’  peers  without  serving  the  office,  on  payment  of  a fine.  The 
number  of  the  representatives  of  the  guilds  is  ninety-six,  in  the  following  proportions 


Trinity  Guild  or  Guild  of  Merchants  . .31 

Tailors  .......  # 4 

Smiths  ........  4 

Barber-Surgeons  ......  2 

Bakers  . . . ....  .4 

‘ Butchers  . . ...  . .3 

Carpenters  .......  3 

Shoe-makers  .......  4 

Saddlers  ........  3 

Cooks  ........  2 

Tanners  . . . , ; , 2 

Tallow-chandlers  ......  2 

Glovers  and  Skinners  ......  2 

Weavers  ........  3 

Shearmen  and  Dyers  ......  2 

Goldsmiths  .......  4 

Coopers  ........  2 

Felt-makers  .......  2 

Cutlers  . . . ....  .3 

Bricklayers 2 

Hosiers  . . . . . # .2 

Curriers  . . , # # # .2 

Brewers  ........  4 

Joiners  . . . , , . _ .2 

Apothecaries  .......  2 


tativpq  a^°,ve  stated  appear  to  have  been  those  of  the  sheriffs’  peers  and  represen- 

Bv  the  fnivrtK  V at  ^me  the  New  Rules  for  Dublin  were  made  in  the  year  1672. 
month  of  No  1 b * ‘ Section  waa  fixed  at  three  years,  commencing  with  the 


same  rule  y6?]36!:  in,t  iat  year>  and  it  has  since  so  continued  without  interruption.  The 
nominate  do lT*  tae  sevend  guilds  should,  at  each  period  of  election,  elect  and 
names  hv  ti*  6 the  nuTn^er  persons  usually  chosen  out  of  each  guild  and  present  their 
presence  of  16  ma.st?'r  ai}d  wardens  _ of  the  guild,  to  the  lord  mayor,  who  should,  in  the 
out  of  tbn  tae  s‘iei'iffs  and  eight  of  the  aldermen  before  the  24th  December,  elect 


guild,  to  the  lord  mayor,  who  should,  in  the 
out  of  the  tT"  t’uc  aueniIS  ancl  eight  ot  the  aldermen  before  the  24th  December,  elect 
each  such  presented,  the  number  usually  serving  in  the  common  council  for 

the  guild  out  f T !,n  ?ase  vacailcies  happening  by  death  or  removal  in  the  three  years, 
to  the  lord  rna°  w 11  -^e  Peraon  dying  or  removed  was  elected  should  present  two  others 

elect  one  tnc  y°r’ ' out  of  whom  he  should,  in  presence  of  a sheriff  and  eight  aldermen. 
The  lord  ”Ve  *he  of  the  kr«  ?»ar.. 

and  wardens  t anc*  aldermen  on  default  of  any  guild  so  to  nominate,  or  of  the  master 
the  time  app0i>  i6jUrn  tae  namea  of  the  persons  nominated  by  the  guild,  in  manner  and  at 
the  council  we  * ’ °r  00  re^usa^  t^ie  person  nominated  or  elected  to  serve  as  member  of 
q ’j  re  empowered  and  required  some  time  after  the  last  day  of  November,  and 
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before  the  24th  December,  every  three  years,  to  elect  out  of  the  guilds  so  foiling  the 
accustomed  number  to  serve  for  such  guild  in  the  common  council. 

The  33  Geo,  II.  c.  16,  s.  2,  materially  altered  these  provisions,  in  favour  of  the  indepen. 
dence  of  the  guilds,  by  taking  away  all  powers  of  election  from  the  lord  mayor,  and 
declaring  that  the  guilds,  instead  of 'electing  and  returning  double  the  number  of  persons 
usually  serving  for  each  guild,  should  for  the  future  elect  the  number  of  persons,  and  no 
more,  which  each  guild  are  entitled  to  have  as  their  representatives  in  the  common  council. 
The  guilds  are  however  to  present  the  names  of  the  persons  elected  to  the  lord  mayor 
within  the  usual  time  ; and  by  sec.  3,  any  master  or  wardens  of  a guild  refusing  or  neglecting 
to  return  the  names  of  the  persons  elected  within  the  accustomed  time,  may  be  disfranchised 
by  the  common  council,  and  the  clerk  of  the  guild  shall  make  the  return  in  their  place 
w;th  the  like  liability  to  disfranchisement,  on  refusal  or  neglect  by  him  to  make  such  . 
returns,  and  to  be  for  ever  after  incapable  of  holding  that  or  any  other  office  or  employ,  j 
ment  within  the  city ; and  if  all,  master,  wardens, and  clerks-,  should  neglect  or  refuse  to  make  j 
the  returns  within  the  accustomed  time,  the  guild  may  within  six  days  after  the  expiration 
of  that  time  appoint  a new  master,  wardens,  and  clerk,  who  may  within  six  days  make  a 
valid  return.  . 

We  have  not  been  informed  of  an  instance  in  the  recollection  of  the  present  officers  of 
the  corporation,  of  default  in  any  party  in  making  the  returns. 

The  election  in  the  guilds  takes  place  in  November,  every  third  year,  under  a precept 
from  the  lord  mayor,  addressed  to  the  master  and  wardens  of  the  guild,  and  on  which  the 
officer  of  commons  is  paid  a fee  of  H.  from  each  guild. 

No  person  can  be  returned  as  a representative  of  the  guild  who  is  not  a freeman  of  the 
city  at  large ; and  by  the  5th  section  of  the  33  Geo.  II.  c.  16,  no  person  can  vote  for  commons 
of  the  city  in  any  other  guild  than  that  in  which  he  was  first  made  free.  The  importance  of 
this  provision  to  the  guilds  was  very  great,  as  many  individuals  are  in  fact  free  of  several 
guilds,  and  a contrary  practice  would  inevitably  tend  to  the  entire  destruction  of  the 
independence  of  those  bodies.  _ . 

It  is  not  determined  by  statute,  and  we  cannot  find  that  it  is  settled  in  practice,  whether 
a person  admitted  to  the  freedom  of  a guild,  but  not  admitted  to  that  of  the  city  at  large, 
as  adverted  to  hereafter,  can  vote  for  representatives  for  his  guild. 

By  the  14th  section  of  the  33  Geo.  II.  c.  16,  every  election  by  the  guild  for  representa- 
tives in  the  common  council,  and  every  election  made  or  approbation  given  by  the  commons 
by  virtue  of  that  Act,  shall  be  by  ballot,  and  not  otherwise. 

It  is  enacted  by  the  33  Geo.  II.  c.  16,  s.  4,  that  no  person  shall  be  elected,  nominated, 
or  returned,  or  capable  to  serve  in  the  common  council,  who  shall  not  at  the  time  of  elec- 
tion, nomination,  and  return,  follow  the  business  or  trade  of  the  guild  or  corporation  for 
which  he  or  they  shall  be  so  elected,  nominated,  or  returned,  as  his  public  or  known  trade 
business,  or  occupation,  or  shall  have  served  an  apprenticeship  to  such  trade,  business,  or 
occupation,  or  have  followed  it  for  the  space  of  five  years;  save  only  for  the  guild  of  mer- 
chants, and  as  to  that  guild,  that  the  representatives  of  it  in  the  common  council  shall  be 
merchants  or  traders.  The  obvious  intention  of  this  provision,  and  the  entire  system  of 
election  from  the  guilds,  which  in  their  original  constitution  were  bodies  associated  for  the 
benefit  of  the  trades  from  which  they  derive  their  names,  and  are  still  supposed  in  practice 
to  represent  those  particular  branches  of  industrious  occupation,  tend  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  commons  were  formerly  the  ostensible  representatives  of  the  commercial  and 
trading  interests  of  the  city. 

They  have  long  ceased  to  fill  that  useful  and  honourable  position  ; and  whether  it  arises 
from  the  exclusive  political  character  of  the  corporation,  or  from  some  other  motive,  it 
appears  that  a disinclination  exists  among  the  mercantile  body  of  the  city  to  become 
members  of  it. 

Of  the  representatives  of  the  guild  of  merchants  in  the  common  council  few  have  any 
pretension  to  that  name ; and  even  in  the  minor  guilds  the  representatives  are  frequently 
persons  not  following  the  trade  of  the  guild  they  represent,  or  any  other,  and  several  are 
attorneys.  These  anomalies  arise  from  the  recognition  of  the  rights  of  admission  by  birth 
and  marriage,  and  the  limited  power  of  determining  on  the  qualification  of  the  representa- 
tives given  by  the  6th  section  of  33  Geo.  II.  c.  16,  hereafter  noticed.  The  details  of  the 
several  guilds  will  shew  the  extent  of  the  deviations  which  in  this  respect  exist  from  the 
statutory  regulations  above  alluded  to. 

In  fact,  the  commons  are  totally  distinct  from  the  mercantile  body  of  the  city,  and  no- 
thing can  more  clearly  illustrate  the  position  in  which  the  corporation  and  the  citizens 
at  large  at  present  stand,  than  the  facts  that  the  council  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce! 
the  Committee  of  the  Commercial  Buildings,  the  Directors  of  the  Corn  Exchange,  an 
the  Committee  of  the  Linen  Hall,  the  principal  commercial  institutions  of  the  city,  do  no 
contain  a single  alderman,  sheriffs’  peer,  or  member  of  the  commons.  The  Ouzel  Galle) 
Society,  an  institution  for  the  arbitration  of  disputes  relative  to  trade  and  commerce,  and 
consisting  of  many  of  the  most  influential  and  respectable  merchants,  contains  one  aider- 
man  and  one  sheriffs’  peer. 

A power  appears  to  exist  in  the  common  council  to  alter  the  numbers  of  common  coun- 
oilmen  serving  for  any  guild,  and  distributing  them  amongst  the  others,  so  as  the  whole 
not  exceed  the  number  of  ninety-six.  This  power  is  recognized  in  the  New  Rules,  arid  in  * 
statute  33  Geo.  II.  c.  16,  s.  8,  but  we  have  not  found  any  trace  of  its  being  exercise  i 
modern  times.  . 

Each  individual  elected  a representative,  besides  the  charges  to  which  he  may  be  put  ® 
his  guild,  pays  it.  to  the  officer  of  commons. 
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Each  sheriffs’  peer  pays  the  same  sum  to  this  officer  every  three  years. 

37  With  the  design  of  preventing  persons  not  duly  qualified  from  being  of  the  common 
council  of  the  city,  it  is  enacted  by  the  33  Geo.  II.  c.  16,  s.  6,  that  the  lord  mayor  shall, 
as  often  as  may  be  necessary,  between  the  last  day  of  November  and  24th  December,  which 
shall  be  at  the  end  of  every  three  years,  convene  the  common  council  of  the  city,  who  are 
empowered  finally  to  determine  and  adjust  all  differences  and  doubts  touching  the  qualifi- 
cation, election,  nomination,  return,  and  appointment  of  the  several  persons  elected, 
returned,  or  appointed  as  representatives  of  the  guilds  for  the  three  years  next  ensuing, 
and  any  complaint  made  or  information  given  by  any  freeman  of  the  city  to  the  lord  mayor 
of  the  ’disqualification,  or  und  ue  return,  of  a common  councilman  elected  on  an  occasional 
vacancy.  The  lord  mayor  is  also  required  thereupon,  without  delay,  to  convene  the 
common  council,  who  are  thereby  empowered  finally  to  determine  the  same. 

It  is  provided  by  the  7th  section,  that  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  commons  shall  sit 
together  to  determine  and  adjust  these  elections  and  returns,  but  on  no  other  occasion. 

To  enable  the  common  council  to  take  into  consideration  the  qualification  or  due  election 
of  a representative  from  any  of  the  guilds,  it  is  necessary  that  a petition  should  be  presented 
in  the  time  mentioned  in  the  6th  section  of  the  Act  against  the  return  ; and  by  a modern 
resolution  of  the  assembly,  the  petitioner  must  deposit  five  guineas  with  the  town-clerks  on 
lodging  the  petition,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  common  council  in  meeting  to  determine 
its  merits.  The  petition  may  be  presented  by  any  freeman  of  the  guild,  and  should,  regu- 
larly be  lodged  before  the  person  petitioned  against  is  sworn  in,  but  may  be  afterwards. 

The  deposit  thus  required,  and  the  other  expenses  attendant  on  the  discussion  of  the 
petition,  which  may  be  considerable  (the  parties  sometimes  employing  counsel  on  such 
occasions),  and  which,  even  if  successful,  the  petitioner  does  not  recover  from  the  opposite 
party,  tend  to  prevent  individuals  from  coming  forward,  to  object  to  the  election  of 
raernbers  apparently  disqualified.  The  council  will  not  entertain  any  objections  to  a return 
not  stated  in  the  petition,  nor,  except  on  petition,  inquire  at  all  into  the  qualifications  of 
a member. 

The  recorder  sits  as  assessor  to  the  assembly,  when,  so  convened  on  election  petitions, 
but  has  not  any  vote,  nor  is  he  at  liberty  to  give  his  opinion  unless  required ; and  it  has 
been  made  a question  on  such  occasions  whether  or  not  the  recorder’s  opinion  should 
be  asked  on  the  case  before  the  assembly,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  numbers  of  the  representatives  of  the  guilds  not  belonging  to  the  respective  trades 
is  stated  to  have  increased  of  late  years. 

Care  has  been  taken  by  the  commons  to  prevent  persons  holding  offices  under  the  cor- 
poration from  being  members  of  the  common  council.  Their  standing  rules  and  orders 
provide,  that  no  petition  shall  be  balloted  for  by  them,  from  any  member,  either  of  the  board 
of  aldermen,  or  of  the  commons,  for  any  lucrative  employment  under  the  city,  unless  the 
petitioner  previously  declares,  that,  in  case  lie  is  elected  to  the  office,  he  will  immediately 
after  resign  his  seat  in  the  assembly  ; that  on  any  election  of  common  councilman  any 
person  returned  who  holds  any  place  or  employment  (to  which  a salary  is  annexed,)  or  is 
a pensioner  in  or  under  the  corporation,  shall  vacate  the  employment  or  lose  the  pension  ; 
and  that  no  salary  or  pension  whatever  shall  be  allowed  the  city  treasurer  or  receiver  on 
his  account,  in  case  the  person  to  whom  the  same  shall  be  payable  shall  be  elected  or 
returned  to  serve  as  a common  councilman  for  any  corporation  in  the  city,  and  shall  at  the 
time  he  received  the  salary  or  pension  be  of  the  common  council.  These  orders  are  generally 
observed,  but  a late  exception  has  been  made  to  them  on  special  grounds  in  favour  of  an 
individual  appointed  to  a newly  created  office — that  of  inspector  of  the  Pipe-water  Revenue, 
which  will  be  noticed  in  a subsequent  part  of  this  Report. 

An  Act  of  Assembly  of  1770  declares,  that  from  24th  December,  1771,  no  member  of  the 
common  council  be  elected  to  any  place  of  profit  or  emolument  in  the  city,  or  employed 
m miy  of  the  city  works.  But  this  regulation  is  not  strictly  observed. 

The  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  sheriffs,  sheriffs’  peers,  and  commons  constitute  the  common 
council,  or  select  body  of  the  corporation,  divided  into  two  houses,  which  sit  apart,  except 
on  election  petitions,  the  upper  house  consisting  of  the  lord  mayor  ancl  aldermen,  and  the 
°l^e  sheriffs,  sheriffs’  peers,  and  commons,  in  the  numbers  already  stated. 

<io.  The  Recorder  is  elected  by  the  common  council.  The  lord  mayor  and  aldermen  first 
e ect,  and  return  the  name  of  the  person  elected  by  them  to  the  sheriffs  and  commons  for 
eir  approbation  ; should  they  reject  the  person  so  returned  the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen 
proceed  to  a fresh  choice,  and  return  to  the  commons,  and  so  on,  until  both  houses  concur 
N b i n t^ie  same  individual.  The  name  of  the  person  elected  must,  under  the 
ew  ules,  be  returned  to,  and  he  must  be  approved  of  by  the  lord  lieutenant  and  privy 
, °n?1 1 ’"the  same  manner  as.  the  lord  mayor  and  sheriffs.  The  recorder  was  formerly 
corPoration  during  pleasure,  but  by  the  33  Geo.  II.  c.  16,  c.  20,  it  is 
o i.6,’  . a*:  ne  shall  continue  during  good  behaviour,  subject  to  be  removed  by  the  city 
is  eing  promoted  to  a judicial  office  in  any  of  the  superior  courts  of  justice  in  Ireland. 
R;r°rder ’s  not  required  to  be  a freeman.  lie  must  be  a barrister.  , 

juried;  V statute  ^l  Geo.  II.  c.  16,  which  gives  to  the  recorder  of  Dublin  a Civil  Bill 
ofthe  ’ P°Ter  is  Siven  in  the  6th  section  to  the  lord  chancellor  or  lord  commissioners 
the  siclf Sea  5 10  aPP°in^  °ne  of  the  king’s  counsel  to  hold  the  Civil  Bill  Court  during 
22  Geo  nr  or  necessary  cause  of  absence  of  the  recorder.  The  general  statute  21, 
absence  u ’ 8‘  5’  empowers  the  recorder,  in  the  like  cases  of  sickness  or  necessary 
to  fill  c°nsent  of  the  lord  mayor,  to  appoint  a Deputy,  being  a barrister  at  law, 

P ace  at  sessions  of  the  peace,  and  such  deputy,  by  the  39  Geo,  III.  c.  55,  s.  4, 
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CORPORATE  BODY. 
Deputy  Recorder. 


Coroners. 


President  of  the 
Court  of  Conscience. 


Town  Clerks. 


Marshal. 


Water  Bailiffs. 


Serjeants  at  Mace. 

Secretary  of  Lord 
Mayor  and  Register 
of  Lord  Mayor's 
Court. 

Register  of  Court 
of  Conscience. 

Bailiffs  of  that  Court. 


Crier. 

Governor  of  New- 
gate and  Keeper  of 
City  Marshalsea. 

Keeper  of  Sheriffs' 
Prison. 

Treasurer. 


Other  Ministerial 
Officers. 


Clerks  of  the  Mar- 
kets. 


Inspector  of  the 
Hay  Market. 


Clerks  of  the  Hay 
Market. 

Weighmasters  of 
Butter  Crane. 


should  be  a barrister  of  six  years’  standing.  By  the  5 Geo.  IV.  c.  102,  s.  27,  the 
recorder  is  prohibited  from  acting  or  practising  as  counsel  in  any  criminal  or  civil  court 
within  the  police  district  of  the  metropolis.  This  district  comprises  all  places  within  eight 
miles  of  the  Castle  of  Dublin. 

39.  The  Coroners  are  elected  by  the  lord  mayor  and  board  of  aldermen  alone,  and  from 
the  aldermen. 

40.  The  lord  mayor  for  the  time  being  was  President  of  the  Court  of  Conscience  until  the 
year  1759,  but  by  the  statute  33  Geo.  II.  c.  16,  s.  15,  the  lord  mayor  is  made  president 
of  this  court,  for  the  space  of  one  year  next  after  he  shall  have  served  in  the  office  of  lord 
mayor;  and  by  the  statute  11,  12  Geo.  III.  c.  11,  s.  71,  the  president  for  the  time 
being  may,  by  warrant  under  his  hand  and  seal,  appoint  any  alderman  to  officiate  in  his 
place,  during  his  illness,  or  necessary  absence. 

41 . The  Town  Clerks,  who  are  also  the  clerks  of  the  peace,  are  elected  exactly  as  the  recor- 
der. They  hold  their  office  until  death,  resignation,  or  removal,  and  must,  under  the  new 
rales,  be  approved  of  by  the  lord  lieutenant  and  privy  council.  It  is  not  necessary  that 
they  should  be  freemen. 

42.  The  Marshal  is  elected  in  the  same  way  and  by  the  same  body.  The  only  qualification 
required  is  his  being  a freeman : this  officer,  in  common  with  many  others,  is  elected  by  the 
corporation,  in  form,  only  for  one  year;  in  practice,  however,  the  same  individuals  are 
annually  re-elected  ; instances  to  the  contrary  are  rare,  but  it  is  competent  to  any  member 
of  the  commons  to  demand  a ballot  on  the  question. 

43.  The  Water  Bailiffs  are  elected  as  the  marshal  is,  and  by  the  same  body,  and  go  through 
the  same  form  of  annual  election.  They  give  security  with  two  sureties  to  the  extent  of  1,000/. 

44.  The  Serjeants  at  Mace  are  similarly  elected,  and  go  through  the  same  form.  They 
give  security  with  two  sureties  in  250/. 

45.  The  Secretary  of  the  Lord  Mayor  and  the  Register  of  the  Lord  Mayor’s  Court  are 
annual  officers  appointed  by  the  lord  mayor  for  the  time  being. 

46.  The  Register  of  the  Court  of  Conscience  is  an  annual  officer  appointed  by  the  presi- 
dent of  the  court  for  the  time  being. 

47.  The  Bailiffs  of  that  Court  are  appointed  by  the  register,  to  whom  they  pay  fees  on 
their  appointment,  generally  of  51.  each. 

48.  The  Crier  of  the  Quarter  Sessions  Court  is  appointed  by  the  court. 

49.  The  Governor  of  Newgate  and  the  Keeper  of  the  City  Marshalsea  are  elected  by  the 
common  council,  and  go  through  the  form  of  annual  re-election.  The  former  appoints  the 
Deputy  Governor. 

50.  The  Keeper  of  the  Sheriffs’  Prison  is  annually  appointed  by  the  sheriffs,  hut  the 
same  officer  is  usually  continued. 

51 . TheTreasurer  is  elected  under  the  New  Rules  by  the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen,  and  he 
and  the  coroners  are  the  only  officers  in  whose  election  the  commons  do  not  participate. 
There  is  in  form  an  annual  election,  but  the  same  person  is  usually  re-elected. 

The  treasurer  has  always  been  elected  from  the  aldermen,  and  does  not  vacate  his  office 
of  alderman  on  being  elected  treasurer.  He  gives  security  bv  two  sureties  in  the  sum  of 
5,000/. 

52.  Of  the  other  Ministerial  Officers  the  following  are  elected  by  the  same  bodies,  and  in 
the  same  manner  as  the  marshal : namely, 

The  Accountant, 

Architect, 

Surveyor, 

High  Constable, 

Sword  Bearer, 

Mace  Bearer,  and 
Officer  of  Commons. 

The  Law  Agents  and  Clerk  of  the  Commons  are  elected  by  the  same  body,  but  hold  their 
offices  for  life  or  during  good  behaviour. 

The  Staffmen  are  appointed,  for  his  year  of  office,  by  the  lord  mayor  for  the  time 
being. 

53.  The  Clerks  of  the  Markets  are  the  deputies  of  the  lord  mayor,  who  is  by  charter  clerk 
of  the  markets.  They  are  annual  officers  appointed  by  each  lord  mayor  for  his  year  of 
office,  and  generally  the  same  individuals  are  continued.  Each  clerk  of  the  market  pays  a 
fee  of  1 1/.  16$.  to  the  lord  mayor  on  his  appointment. 

54.  The  Inspector  of  the  Hay  Market  is  an  officer  annually  appointed  bv  the  lord  mayon 
to  enforce  the  regulation  of  the  statutes  4 Geo  I.c.  ]],s.  12,  13,  and  11  Geo.  II.  c.  H 
s.  10;  no  such  officer  is  mentioned  in  either  of  the  Acts.  He  pays  a fee  of  11/.  16$.  to 
the  lord  mayor  on  his  appointment. 

55.  The  lord  mayor  also  annually  appoints  the  Clerks  or  Weighmasters  of  the  Hay  Mar- 
ket, each  of  whom  pays  him  a fee  of  11/.  16s. 

56.  The  Weighmasters  of  the  Butter  Cranes  in  Spitalfields  and  Thomas  Street  are  ap- 
pointed  under  the  authority  of  the  statute  52  Geo.  III.  c.  134.  By  the  Irish  statute  8 Geo.  1. 
c.  . , 3.  2,  a temporary  Act,  weighmasters  of  butter  and  tallow  were  to  be  appointed  during 
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leasure  by  the  chief  magistrate  of  every  city.  By  the  10  Geo.  I.  c.  9,  s.  22,  the  lord 
P or  sheriffs,  commons,  and  citizens  of  Dublin  in  common  council  assembled  were  em- 
powered from  time  to  time  to  appoint  one  or  more  weighmaster  or  weighmasters  for  the 
P-t , t0  execute  the  office  in  person  or  by  deputy.  This  Act  was  also  temporary,  but  was 
continued  in  force  from  time  to  time  until  repealed  as  to  butter,  with  several  other  Acts 
relating  to  the  butter  trade,  by  the  52  Geo.  III.  c.  134,  the  2d  section  of  which  gives 
the  power  of  appointment  of  weighmasters  in  Dublin  to  the  chief  magistrate  and  aldermen. 
The  4th  section  makes  them  removeable  for  misbehaviour,  by  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and 

common  council.  . . , . , , , . . . . , 

These  officers  are  appointed  during  good  behaviour,  and  in  practice  the  appointment 
appears  to  be  made  by  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  commons,  in  the  usual  mode  of 
appointing  city  officers. 

57.  TheWeighmaster  of  the  Green  Hide  Crane  is  an  officer  first  created  by  the  Irish  statute 
8 Geo.  I.  c.  7,  s.  11,  to  be  appointed  by  the  lord  mayor.  This  was  a temporary  Act,  and 
by  the  10  Geo.  I.,  c.  9,  s.  23,  was  to  continue  in  force  during  the  continuance  of  that 
Act.  The  10  Geo.  I.  c.  9,  was  successively  continued  by  subsequent  statutes  to  the  29th 
September,  1812,  and  to  the  end  of  the  then  next  session  of  parliament.  The  8 Geo.  I. 
c.7,  was  expressly  continued  by  the  39  Geo.  III.  o.  61,  (which  received  the  Royal  assent 
June  1st,  1799,)  for  the  term  of  twenty-one  years,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  then 
next  session  of  parliament.  We  do  not  find  that  the  Act  has  been  further  continued,  but 
the  office  and  establishment  are  kept  up.  The  present  weighmaster  stated  to  us  that  he 
was  appointed  in  1819,  being  then  a member  of  the  common  council;  that  he  was 
appointed  by  the  corporation  on  the  conditions  that  lie  should  perform  the  duties  of  weigh- 
master  at  the  crane,  and  take  a lease  of  the  premises  where  the  ’crane  is  situate,  at  a rent 
of  100/.  per  annum  ; that  his  predecessor  paid  but  40/.  a- year,  and  that  one  of  the  candi- 
dates for  the  office,  also  a member  of  the  common  council,  offered  a rent  of  200/.  ; that  he 
was  sworn  into  office  before  the  lord  mayor,  and  did  not  pay  any  fee  on  his  appointment, 
but  paid  15/.  to  the  town-clerks  for  the  lease. 

58.  The  Masters  of  the  Works  are  the  sheriffs  of  the  preceding  year. 

The  other  Officers  connected  with  the  Pipe-Water  Establishment  are  elected  by  the 
lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  commons,  in  the  course  described  as  used  on  the  election  of 
the  recorder,  marshal,  &c. 

59.  Every  Election  by  the  common  council,  whether  annual  or  otherwise,  is  made  on  a 
petition  or  beseech  to  the  council  from  the  individual,  seeking  to  obtain,  or  be  continued 
in  the  office. 

It  is  one  of  the  standing  orders  of  the  commons,  that  no  person  be  admitted  to  any 
employment  in  the  city  who  is  not  a freeman,  except  the  offices  of  recorder  and  town- 
clerk,  and  the  persons  admitted  into  places  to  have  been  free  for  one  whole  year  at  least. 

It  is  also  provided  by  a standing  order  of  17 IS,  that  no  person  be  admitted  into  any- 
place or  employment  in  the  city  which  requires  the  consent  and  approbation  of  the  sheriffs 
and  commons,  until  he  makes  oatli  that  he  has  not  given,  nor  will  give,  directly  or  in- 
directly, any  sum  of  money  or  other  gratuity  for  said  place  or  employment : this  oath  to 
be  made  before  a justice  of  the  peace  for  the  city,  in  the  presence  of  two  of  the  commons, 
to  be  appointed  by  the  sheriffs  and  commons,  and  lodged  with  their  clerk  to  be  entered 
in  the  journals. 

This  regulation  is  not  now  enforced,  and  we  have  it  in  evidence  that,  as  to  one  office, 
that  of  water-bailiff,  one  of  the  present  holders  of  it  obtained,  by  purchase,  the  retirement 
of  his  predecessor. 

60.  There  are  three  Glasses  of  Freemen  : first,  those  made  free  of  the  cityat  large,  without 
having  previously  obtained  the  freedom  of  any  of  the  guilds  ; secondly,  those  admitted  in 
the  first  instance  to  the  freedom  of  a guild,  and  then  to  that  of  the  city  at  large  ; and, 

Tk’  ^0se  admhted  the  freedom  of  a guild,  but  not  to  the  freedom  of  tile  city. 

I he  first  and  last  of  these  classes,  particularly  the  last,  are  inconsiderable  in  number, 
the  great  body  of  the  freemen  being  of  the  second. 

61.  Admissions,  in  the  first  instance,  to  the  Freedom  of  the  City  at  large,  are  granted,  as  by 
^jaC,e  especial,  by  the  aldermen  and  commons  in  the  general  assembly.  Freemen  so 
a mitted  are  merely  honorary.  It  is  not  usual  for  a person  seeking  this  admission 
0 apply  for  it  directly.  The  course  is  for  some  alderman  or  member  of  the  commons 
o mention  the  name  to  the  town-clerk  previously  to  the  meeting  of  the  assembly.  The 
own-cler  a ’nsei'ts  it  'm  the  abstract  prepared  by  him  of  the  business  to  be  done  at  the 
it T'di  ’ an^  ak°.  prepares  a petition  for  the  admission  of  the  individual,  mentioning  in 
such  ^ S°me  Part'cu^ai*  public  services  deserving  of  such  a mark  of  approbation,  or,  if  no 

can,be  especially  referred  to.  the  petition  prays  that  the  individual  may  be 
side-  1 £f0r  *1'S  lo)'alty  t0  King  and  Constitution.”  This  form  of  expression  is  con- 
poraf  aS  c°Jlnected  with  the  exclusive  political  principles  so  long  acted  on  by  the  cor- 
ajl  >’jn'  /f  the  individual  proposed  is  married  to  the  daughter  of  a freeman,  the  fact  is 
to  such  d l-he  Petition  as  a reason  for  his  admission  ; but  we  do  not  find  that  any  right 
vithth  h 1SS!°n  ’S  recoSnisecl  hy  the  corporation.  The  proposition  may  originate  either 
Each  bod  1-  a^erraen  or  the  commons;  the  resolution  to  admit  must  pass  both, 
any  re-  C ai5M  and  exei'cises  the  power  of  rejecting  at  pleasure,  and  without  assigning 
PassiniTTtL  pUcl1  Emissions  to  the  freedom  o f the  city  at  large  have  been  few  since  the 
person- 0t  ^ Refo1'™  Bill.  Previously  to  that  Act  they  were  numerous,  and  occasionally 
s Were  80  admitted  in  considerable  numbers,  and  very  many  were  non-residents. 
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0 A 0 Shortly  previous  to  the  Emancipation  Act,  being  passed,  propositions  were  made  in  the 

commons  to  admit  at  one  assembly  one  thousand  freemen,  the  parties  proposing  them  read 
ing  the  list  of  the  names  from  the  newspapers  of  the  day  ; but  such  a proceeding  being  0b' 
jected  to  as  irregular,  a committee  was  appointed  to  select  such  as  it  would  be  eligible  to 
admit,  and  they  selected  above  two  hundred,  who  were  admitted  accordingly. 

The  lord  mayor  sometimes  exercises  the  privilege  of  creating  a freeman  of  the  city  at 
large,  during  his  year  of  office,  or  rather  of  requesting  the  assembly  to  admit  an  individual 
named  by  him.  There  is  in  form  a petition  or  beseech  for  the  admission,  stating  it  to  be  at 
the  request  of  the  lord  mayor,  which  is  in  general  acquiesced  in. 

Fees.  • Persons  admitted  to  the  freedom  of  the  city  at  large,  pay  the  following  Fees  in  addition 

to  the  stamp  duty: — 

Town-clerk  . . . £ 1 6 5 i 

Officer  of  Commons  . . 5 7 l £1  16  7 

Clerk  of  do.  . . 4 7 j 


Admission  of  Free-  62.  Persons  who  have  obtained  the  Freedom  of  any  of  the  Guilds  are  entitled  to  apply  for 
menfromtheGuilds.  admission  to  the  freedom  of  the  city  at  large.  For  this  purpose  the  applicant  lodges  in  the 
town-clerk’s  office  a certificate  signed  by  the  master,  wardens,  and  clerk  of  the  guild,  stating 
the  admission  to  the  guild,  and  the  grounds  of  it,  and  his  place  of  abode,  occupation,  and 
trade.  The  certificate  from  the  guild  of  merchants  describes  the  party  as  a merchant. 
The  town-clerk  then  prepares  a petition  or  beseech  as  from  the  person  seeking  to 
be  admitted,  which  states  those  facts,  and  the  beseech  is  laid  before  the  next  assembly. 

The  town-clerk  in  cases  of  admission  by  birth,  first  ascertains  from  the  freeman’s  books 
that  the  name  of  the  father  of  the  applicant  is  entered  in  them,  and  that  such  a person  has 
been  twenty-one  years  a freeman.  The  commons,  and  board  of  aldermen,  claim  respectively 
to  exercise,  and  have  in  fact  long  exercised,  the  important  power  of  admitting  or  rejecting 
at  their  pleasure  those  applying  from  the  guilds,  whatever  be  the  grounds  of  their  claim,  and 
without  assigning  any  reason  for  the  rejection. 

In  the  year  1826,  on  a return  to  a mandamus  directed  to  the  corporation  to  admit  a per- 
son who  had  obtained  by  birth  the  freedom  of  a guild,  but  had  been  rejected  by  the  board 
of  aldermen,  they  returned  that  from  time  immemorial  they  had  exercised  this  right,  and 
the  Court  of  King’s  Bench,  on  argument,  decided  that  the  return  was  good  in  law. 

The  charters  of  some  guilds,  hereinafter  noticed  in  the  Report  on  those  bodies,  contain 
porvisions  respecting  freedom  by  apprenticeship,  which  appear  to  be  compulsory  on  the 
coimoration,  but  were  not  alluded  to  on  the  above  occasion. 

The  beseech  being  read  in  the  commons  by  the  clerk  of  the  commons,  it  is  asked  if  any 
member  for  the  particular  guild  vouches  the  applicant  as  a proper  person  to  be  admitted; 
it  is  frequently  asked  if  he  is  in  trade.  If  a member  of  the  guild  says  “ allowed,”  the  ques- 
tion is  then  put  on  the  beseech  whether  the  applicant  shall.be  admitted  ; but  if  no  member 
vouches  him,  the  question  is  not  put,  and  the  beseech  stands  over,  but  may  be  again  brought 
on  at  a subsequent  assembly. 

The  admission  must  pass  both  the  common  council  and  board  of  aldermen. 

The  entry  of  admission  of  a freeman  as  byr  service  is  expressed  to  be  conditional,  “if  it 
shall  appear  by  indenture;”  and  in  consequence  an  inquiry  takes  place  into  the  facts  bv  a 
jury  of  twelve  freemen,  generally  chosen  from  the  members  of  the  commons.  The  jury  are 
aworn,  and  the  indentures  of  apprenticeship  are  produced  to  them,  and  the  service  proved. 
I he  facts  must  be  thus  ascertained  before  the  person  admitted  can  be  sworn  in.  Indentures 
o apprenticeship  were  formerly  enrolled  in  the  town-clerk’s  office,  but  this  is  not  now 
required. 

Fees'  admissions  of  freemen  previously  admitted  in  any  of  the  guilds,  the  Fees  are  the  same 

as  those  above  stated  as  payable  on  an  original  admission  to  the  freedom  of  the  city  at  large; 
and  a sum  of  1/.  is  paid  to  the  corporation  by  each  freeman  so  admitted  from  the  guild  of 
merchants,  and  of  10s.  by  each  admitted  from  any  of  the  minor  guilds.  Those  admitted  by 
serv.ce  pay  an  additional  fine  of  2s.  The  further  fee  of  2s.  hi.  is  paid  to  the  town-clerk 
lor  a certificate  of  the  admission  being  granted. 

The  stamp  duty  is  paid  on  the  admission  to  the  guild,  and  it  is  not  considered  requi- 
site to  pay  a second  stamp  duty  on  admission  to  the  freedom  of  the  city  at  large.  This 
^Gecf  HI  c 56?  Undei'  tHe  following  clause  in  the  Schedule  to  the  Irish  Stamp  Act, 


Only  one  of  the  foregoing  duties  to  be  payable  in  respect  of  the  admission  of  any  one 
person  into  the  same  corporation.” 

Persons  admitted  free  of  a guild,  and  rejected  by  the  board  of  aldermen  or  common  coun- 
cil  on  applying  for  admission  to  the  city  at  large,  cannot  in  the  greater  number  of  the  guilds 
complete  then-  admission  thereto,  by  taking  the  oaths  required  in  the  guild.  This  practice 
was  stated  to  us  to  have  originated  in  a mandate  signed  by  the  lord  mayor,  and  made  an  order 
the  assembly  m the  year  1 67o,  and  sent  to  the  several  guilds,  req  uiring  them  not  to  swear  a 
free  brother  until  he  was  first  sworn  free  of  the  city.  The  mandate  has  not  been  obeyed  in 
the  guild  of  merchants,  but,  with  few  exceptions,  which  will  be  noticed  in  the  Report  on  the 
Guilds,  it  is  still  obeyed  by  the  minor  guilds.  The  rule  of  those  guilds,  who  observe  it,  is 
not  to  swear  in  a freeman  until  he  produces  a certificate  from  the  town-clerk,  of  his  having 
£.ldm|5  \an?  !WOn  a/reeTan  of  the  city  at  large.  In  the  guild  of  merchants,  and 
gjon  °UI  s ^ 1C  do  not  obey  the  mandate,  freemen  may  be  sworn  immediately  on  admis- 


We  have  not  found  that  the 
plicants  for  the  freedom  of  the 


amount  of  the  fees  has  tended  to  lessen  the  number  of  ap- 
city,  but  it  has  occurred,  that  many  of  those  admitted  have 
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not  come  forward  to  take  the  oaths  and  pay  the  fees  for  a considerable  time,  until  an  election 
for  representatives  in  parliament  made  it  of  sufficient  importance  to  have  their  admissions 
completed. 

The  town-clerks  occasionally  give  indulgence  to  the  freemen  of  the  minor  guilds,  and 
sometimes  have  given  up  the  fees  altogether,  but  generally  they  require  the  fees  to  be 
lodged  with  the  certificate  of  admission  to  the  guild,  and  do  not  return  the  amount  to  the 
applicant,  though  refused  admission  to  the  city  at  large,  considering  themselves  entitled  to 
retain  it  for  their  trouble  in  preparing  the  beseech,  &e. 

63.  In  Numbers  the  Freemen  bear  a very  small  proportion  to  the  population  of  the  city,  a 
fact  sufficiently  accounted  for  by  the  discretionary  power  of  rejection  assumed  by  the 
board  of  aldermen  and  common  council,  as  already  noticed,  and  the  exclusive  religious  and 
political  principles  on  which  those  bodies  and  the  guilds  have  hitherto  acted. 

Since  the  year  1793,  the  freedom  of  the  corporation  and  guilds  has  been  by  law  open  to 
Roman  Catholics,  yet  there  is  not  known  to  have  been,  to  the  present  time,  a single  individual 
of  that  persuasion  admitted  by  the  common  council.  The  clerk  of  the  commons,  who  has 
held  that  situation  for  many  years,  could  only  inform  us,  that  he  had  heard  of  one  who  had 
passed  inadvertently  upwards  of  thirty  years  ago.  In  the  guilds  a similar  system  generally 
prevails,  and  even  where  a more  liberal  practice  has  existed,  the  experiment  was  defeated 
by  the  exercise  of  the  discretionary  power  of  rejection  in  the  board  of  aldermen  and 
commons. 

The  exclusion  is  not  confined  to  Roman  Catholics.  The  being  known  or  suspected  to  be 
friendly  to  their  claims,  previously  to  the  Emancipation  Act,  was  equally  effective  to  disqua- 
lify the  applicant,  though  a Protestant;  and  the  advocacy  of  what  are  called  liberal  or 
popular  principles  has  formed,  and  still  forms,  a strong  ground  of  objection.  In  short,  the 
proceedings  of  the  corporation  as  to  the  admission  of  freemen  have  been,  and  are,  avowedly, 
conducted  on  the  most  extreme  principles  of  exclusion,  religious  and  political. 

The  freedom  is  consequently  limited  to  a class  which,  though  considerable  in  numbers 
and  property,  excludes  a large  proportion  of  the  most  wealthy  and  respectable  gentry,  and 
a majority  of  the  trading  and  industrious  members  of  the  community.  In  our  notices  of  the 
respective  guilds,  it  will  be  found  how  little,  from  the  same  cause,  the  mercantile  and  ope- 
rative classes  really  participate  in  the  freedom  of  these  bodies. 

It  is  stated  that  many  of  the  freemen,  especially  of  the  minor  guilds,  are  not  householders, 
but  we  had  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  numbers  of  those  so  circumstance^. 

4fjy  many,  and  we  presume  conscientiously,  the  exclusion  of  Roman  Catholics  is  defended 
and  justified,  by  the  language  of  the  oath  taken  by  freemen  on  admission,  part  of  which  is, 
that  they  shall  take  no  apprentice  unless  he  be  free  born.  This  oath  appears  to  be  very 
ancient ; we  could  not  ascertain  the  date  of  it. 

Whatever  opinion  may  be  formed  of  the  soundness  of  this  interpretation,  it  is  to  be 
regretted,  that  a form  should  be  in  use  which  can  thus  be  made  the  excuse,  or  the  pretence, 
for  the  continuance  of  an  exclusion  the  Legislature  has  so  long  condemned. 


64.  The  board  of  aldermen  and  the  commons  form  the  Governing  Body  of  the  corporation. 
They  assemble  at  the  same  times,  but  sit  in  separate  chambers,  except  on  the  decision  of 
petitions  against  the  return  of  members  to  the  commons,  as  already  noticed. 

The  lord  mayor  presides  at  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  but  has  only  a casting  vote.  He  and 
at  least  eight  of  the  aldermen  must  be  present  to  constitute  a quorum  ; this  is  the  number 
stated  in  the  New  Rules.  The  only  Acts  which  we  have  found  it  in  the  power  of  the  board  of 
aldermen  to  perform,  without  the  concurrence  of  the  commons,  are  the  elections  of  the  city 
treasurer  and  coroners.  We  have  already  alluded  to  this  and  to  the  functions  of  the  board 
of  aldermen  and  commons  in  the  elections  of  the  other  officers  of  the  corporation.  Questions 
arising  in  the  board  are  decided  by  open  division.  Their  meetings  are  private. 

The  sheriffs,  or  one  of  them,  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  Commons.  The  two  sheriffs 
have  but  one  casting  vote,  whicn  (as  they  divide  their  official  duty,  by  each  taking  it  for  a 
quarter  of  a year  in  rotation),  devolves  in  practice  on  the  acting  sheriff  for  the  quarter. 
Questions  on  which  a division  is  sought  are  decided  by  ballot,  which  any  member  has  the 
power  to  call  for.  It  is  requisite  that  one  or  both  of  the  sheriffs  and  forty  of  the  commons 
should  be  present  to  constitute  a house.  Their  meetings  are  public,  and  strangers  are 
admitted  to  a gallery  called  the  freeman’s  gallery,  the  admission  to  which  is  not  confined  to 
freemen.  It  is  considered  that  the  admission  of  strangers  is  allowed  by  courtesy,  and  that 
the  commons  can  order  the  gallery  to  be  closed,  but  we  have  not  been  informed  of  any 
instance  in  which  this  has  been  done.  _ _ 

With  the  single  exception  we  have  noticed,  all  corporate  Acts  in  the  election  of  officers, 
admission  of  freemen,  the  management  of  the  city  revenues  and  estates,  the  making  bye- 
laws, and  every  other  matter  relating  to  the  concerns  of  the  corporation,  must  pass  both  the 
board  of  aldermen  and  the  commons.  .. 

65.  The  following  detail  of  the  Course  of  Business  preparatory  to  and  at  the  Assemblies, 
will  shew  the  corporate  functions  and  powers  of  each  member  of  the  governing  body.  There 
are  four  regular  assemblies  of  the  governing  body  in  each  year ; these  are  called  quarter 
assemblies,  and  named  from  the  seasons  at  which  they  are  held  : they  are 

The  Christmas, 

The  Easter, 

The  Midsummer,  and 
The  Michaelmas  Assembly. 


DUBLIN. 


CORPORATE  BODY. 


Numbers  and  con- 
dition of  the  Free- 
men. 


No  Roman  Catho- 
lics admitted. 


Governing  Body. 


Board  of  Aldermen. 


Commons. 


Assemblies  and 
Course  of  Business. 
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REPORTS  FROM  COMMISSIONERS  ON 


There  are  occasionally  adjournments  of  these  assemblies,  and  post  assemblies  are  sometimes 
called  by  the  lord  mayor  for  particular  business  : he  may  call  a post  assembly  by  his  own 
authority,  but  more  usually  does  so  on  a requisition  signed  by  at  least  forty  members  of 
both  houses  or  of  the  commons.  It  is  considered,  however,  as  the  law  of  the  corporation 
that  the  lord  mayor  may  refuse  to  comply  with  such  a requisition. 

Abstract.  06.  Previously  to  each  quarter  assembly  the  town-clerks  prepare  an  Abstract  of  the  busi- 

ness which  is  expected  to  come  before  the  meeting.  The  board  of  aldermen  are  summoned  bv 
the  town-clerks  to  meet  on  the  day  before  that  fixed  for  the  assembly,  when  the  abstract  is 
laid  before  them.  The  attendance  of  aldermen  at  this  preliminary  meeting  has  latterly  been 
very  inconsiderable.  No  previous  notice  of  the  abstract  is  given  officially  to  the  members 
of  the  commons : on  the  day  of  assembly,  copies  of  the  abstract  are  laid  before  the  board 
of  aldermen  and  the  commons,  and  regularly  no  other  business  can  be  done  by  either  of 
these  bodies  at  that  assembly,  without  the  leave  of  both  houses  given  to  its  being  inserted 
in  the  abstract ; but  latterly  the  commons  have  committed  deviations  from  this  arrange- 
ment or  regulation,  by  passing  resolutions  not  previously  noticed  in  the  abstract,  and  such 
deviations  have  been  acquiesced  in  by  the  board.  Nothing  mentioned  in  the  abstract  can 
be  brought  before  the  commons  unless  passed  first  by  the  board  of  aldermen,  and  sent 
down  to  the  commons  for  their  concurrence.  The  commons  or  lower  house  may,  however 
originate  a resolution  not  noticed  in  the  abstract,  and  send  it  to  the  board.  The  lower 
house  sometimes  inquires  of  the  board  why  matters  mentioned  in  the  abstract  have  not 
been  sent  down  for  their  approval ; but  the  board  is  not  bound  to  assign  any  reasons  for 
the  omission,  or  for  having  rejected  any  particular  proposition  noticed  in  the  abstract. 
Conferences  are  sometimes  held  between  the  board  of  aldermen  and  commons  during  the 
sittings  of  these  assemblies  : these  are  private;  no  corporate  Act  can  be  passed  at  them. 

The  direct  power  of  the  board  of  aldermen  is  considerable,  they  having  in  fact  the  first 
selection  of  individuals  for  all  corporate  offices  except  that  of  sheriff,  and  a negative 
control  over  all  the  proceedings  of  the  assembly.  It  is  stated  that  their  influence  in  the 
commons  is  not  now  considerable. 


How  dissolved. 


f 


Post  Assemblies. 


Acts  of  Assembly. 


Committees. 


67.  The  lord  mayor  has  the  power  of  dissolving  the  Assembly,  which  he  generally  does, 
on  the  business  of  the  day  being  disposed  of,  by  going  with  one  or  two  of  the  aldermen  to 
the  chamber  in  which  the  commons  are  assembled,  and  declaring  it  dissolved. 

It  is  thought  by  some,  that  it  is  essential  to  the  exercise  of  this  power  that  the  lord 
mayor  should  actually  enter  the  chamber  of  the  commons;  and  attempts  have  in  cdu- 
sequence  been  made  by  that  body  occasionally  to  evade  his  authority,  by  keeping  their 
doors  closed.  An  instance  of  this  occurred  very  recently,  and  several  of  the  commons,  with 
one  of  the  sheriffs,  actually  remained  in  the  commons’  room  two  days  and  nights  succes- 
sively, in  resistance  to  the  authority  of  the  lord  mayor,  who  had  declared  the  assembly 
dissolved.  It  was  found  on  investigation  that  the  attempt  was  not  made  in  a way  to  raise 
the  question  sought  to  be  agitated  as  to  the  independence  of  the  commons,  a sufficient 
number  to  constitute  a house  not  having  continued  in  their  chamber  on  the  first  night. 

Adjourned  assemblies  are  sometimes  held,  and  it  has  been  found  convenient  to  resort  to 
the  expedient  of  counting  the  house  to  terminate  them. 

68.  At  the  general  quarter  assemblies  either  house  may  originate  a matter  not  noticed  in 
the  abstract,  out  at  Post  Assemblies  the  business  is  confined  to  that  for  which  they  have 
been  called,  and  which  is  stated  in  the  notice  of  the  meeting  served  on  each  member. 

69.  The  Acts  of  each  Assembly  are  engrossed  on  parchment  bv  the  town-clerks,  and  at  the 
next  succeeding  assembly  are  compared  by  the  two  junior  aldermen  with  the  original 
documents.  They  are  then  signed  by  the  lord  mayor  and  at  least  eight  of  the  aldermen, 
and  deposited  by  the  town-clerks  among  the  records  of  the  corporation. 

70.  The  detail  of  the  business  of  the  corporation  is  performed  in  the  intervals  of  the  assem- 

blies by  several  Committees,  consisting  of  members  of  the  board  of  aldermen  and  commons. 
The  principal  are  standing  committees,  appointed,  after  each  triennial  election,  for  three 
years.  The  lord  mayor,  sheriffs,  treasurer,  and  masters  of  the  works,  are  ex-officio  mem- 
bers of  all  the  committees.  The  lord  mayor  appoints  the  aldermen  who  are  to  be  members  of 
each  committee,  and  the  commons  elect  by  ballot  those  of  their  members  who  are  to  be 
associated  with  the  aldermen  ; they  generally  elect  for  each  committee  double  the  number 
of  aldermen  appointed  to  it,  and  the  members  from  the  commons  in  each  committee  consist 
of  a majority  of  the  sheriffs’  peers  and  representatives  of  the  guild  of  merchants.  The 
same  individual  may  be  a member  of  several  committees.  The  pipe-water  committee  is  the 
largest,  and  is  composed  of  the  lord  mayor  and  sheriffs,  the  treasurer,  the  masters  of  the 
works  and  aldermen,  and  eighteen  of  the  common  council.  The  other  standing  committees 
are  the  ° 


Committee  for  inspecting  City  Leases  near  expiring. 

Finance, 

For  Conducting  City  Law  Business, 

For  Examining  Treasurer’s  Bills, 

For  Inspecting  the  management  of  Tolls  and  Customs, 
For  Letting  the  Beams  and  Scales. 

For  Inquiring  into  the  Duties  of  Inferior  Officers, 

For  Tontine, 

For  Conducting  the  City  Business  in  Parliament, 

For  Care  of  the  Furniture  in  the  Mansion  House. 
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There  are  also  temporary  committees  appointed  for  special  purposes.  The  aldermen  and 
commons  do  not  receive  any  emolument  for  attendance  at  the  assemblies  or  on  committees. 


71.  The  Lord  Mayor  is  the  chief  officer  of  the  corporation.  He  presides  atall  assemblies 
of  the  board  of  aldermen,  and  is  chairman  of  all  committees  of  the  common  council. 

He  is  civil  and  military  governor,  and  chief  magistrate  of  the  city,  but  performs  very  few 
of  the  ordinary  duties  of  a justice  of  the  peace,  except  in  cases  of  public  riot  and  disturb- 
ance. He  scarcely  ever  takes  informations  to  be  returned  to  the  sessions  or  commissions, 
this  duty  being  wholly  performed  by  the  magistrates  of  police  in  their  respective  divisions’ 
*nd  by  the  aldermen;  he  holds  however  in  his  magisterial  character  the  court  called’ 
the  Lord  Mayor’s  Court.  _ As  chief  magistrate  he  is  bound  under  the  statute  2 Geo.  I. 
c.  5,  s.  3,  on  the  breaking  out  of  fires  in  the  city,  to  repair  to  the  place  with  his 
badge  of  office,  and  assist  in  the  extinguishment  of  the  fire,  the  prevention  of  theft,  and  the 
removal  of  goods. 

The  lord  mayor  is  a justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  the  city  ; and  also,  by  the  statute 
33  Geo.  II.  c.  1 6,  s.  IS,  for  the  liberties  thereto  adjoining ; but  the  same  section  of 
this  Act  provides,  that  nothing  therein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  enable  him  to  sit  or 
act  as  a justice  of  the  peace  at  any  sessions  to  be  held  for  the  county  of  Dublin. 

As  a justice  of  the  peace  the  lord  mayor  presides  at  the  City  Quarter  Sessions,  of  which 
by  the  19th  section  of  the  33  Geo.  II.  c.  16,  the  lord  mayor,  or  the  recorder,  with 
two  justices  of  the  peace,  are  a quorum.  The  lord  mayor  always  attends  on  the  first  day 
of  the  Quarter  Sessions  to  open  the  sittings  in  form  ; but  scarcely  ever  appears  on  the  bench 
on  any  other  occasion. 

In  all  commissions  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and  general  gaol  delivery,  issued  for  the  county 
of  the  city,  the  lord  mayor  is  named  a commissioner  with  the  judges.  The  only  duty- 
lie  performs  in  this  character  is  that  of  sitting  on  the  bench  at  the  opening  of  the  com- 
mission. 

He  is  chief  judge  of  the  lord  mayor  and  sheriffs’  court. 

He  grants  certificates  to  bakers,  and  to  beer  and  spirit  dealers  when  about  to  apply  for 
licences  ; he  also  issues  half-yearly  warrants  to  the  collectors  of  the  Grand  Jury  Cess;  in  the 
respective  parishes  of  the  county  of  the  city' : this  he  appears  to  do  merely'  on  the  applica- 
tion of  the  treasurer,  and  ministerially',  without  exercising  any  discretion,  or  having  any 
power  of  investigation. 

He  exercises  a power  of  licensing  all  exhibitions  and  places  of  theatrical  amusement 
save  the  theatre,  royal ; and  this  jurisdiction  is  claimed  over  exhibitions  at  the  annual 
fair  of  Donnybrook,  which  is  held  within  the  county-  of  the  city-. 

He  is  by  charter  clerk  of  the  markets,  and  has  the  assay  of  weights  and  measures 
within  the  city,  and  the  custody  of  the  standard  weights  and  measures  ; some  of  the  duties 
attached  to  this  branch  of  his  functions  are  performed  by'  the  deputy  clerks  of  the  markets, 
and  will  be  stated  in  our  account  of  those  officers. 

The  lord  mayor  exercises  in  person  the  power  of  entering  all  shops  and  wax-ehouses  with- 
in the  city,  and  examining  the  weights  and  measures  therein.  If  he  finds  them 
either  unsealed,  unstamped,  or  not  accoi-ding  to  the  l-egulated  standard,  he  seizes  and  con- 
demns them,  and  imposes  a small  fine  on  the  owner,  which  is  generally  paid  immediately 
to  the  deputy  clerks  of  the  market,  who  attend  him,  and  take  possession  of  the 
condemned  weights  and  measures.  As  clerk  of  the  market,  the  lord  mayor,  accompanied 
by  his  deputies  and  staff-men,  visits  and  inspects  the  markets  frequently,  and  exercises 
jurisdiction  in  them.  The  objects  of  his  inspection  are  the  state  of  the  markets  as  to  clean- 
liness, the  weights  and  measures  used  therein,  and  the  condition  of  the  provisions  exposed 
for  sale,  which,  if  not  of  wholesome  quality-,  he  seizes  and  condemns  on  the  spot  as  unfit  for 
use.  He  also  claims  the  power  of  removing  the  markets  from  one  part  of  the  city  to 
another ; and  some  lord  mayors  have  not  long  since  exercised  this  power  in  the  instances  of 
the  pig  and  fish  markets.  In  the  case  of  the  pig  market,  several  persons  in  the  trade  being 
ot  opinion  that  the  removal  was  effected  not  with  a view  to  the  interests  of  the  public,  but 
m order  to  benefit  the  owners  of  the  new  market,  which  was  private  property,  resisted  the 
change,  and  very  considerable  disorder  and  tumult  took  place,  attended  with  great  injury 
° 1 ^ j actions  were  brought  against  the  then  lord  mayor,  in  one  of  which  a verdict 

was  had  against  him,  and  in  the  other  for  him.  The  costs  and  damages  have  been  lately 
paid  by  the  corporation,  to  the  amount  of 364£.  8s.  3 Jd.  The  corporation  assert  that  the  right 
in  question  was  decided  in  their  favour.  The  x-esult,  however,  has  been,  that  the  pig  market 
1S  T°hV  i j t*le  s*tuation,  adjoining  Smithfield. 

1 he ; lord  mayor  has  also  the  regulation  of  the  assize  of  bread  within  the  city.  This  was 
rst  given  by  the  statute  1 Geo.  II.  c.  16,  a temporary  Act,  continued  and  amended  by 
45V(i  <tt  j r statutes  from  time  to  time,  but  finally  repealed  by  the  local  statute 

Tie°l  a"  k°C‘  ^ ^ers-  caP-  cvi.  under  which  the  assize  is  now  struck. 
le  lord  mayor  enforces  the  observance  of  the  assize  as  to  weight,  quality,  and  price, 
firde^atlx!nin^jt^e  k.read  in  bakers’  and  other  shops,  seizing  and  condemning  such  as  he 
to  bC  unCTr  .weight»  or  of  inferior  quality.  The  forfeited  bread  is  occasionally  given 
merent  charitable  institutions,  and  sometimes  distributed  at  the  Mansion  House, 
share6  ^ aPPears  t^iat  t^le  staff-men  of  the  lord  mayor  frequently  get  a considerable 

^The  lord  mayor  is,  under  the  charter  of  Edward  VI.,  Admiral  of  the  port  of  Dublin, 
simil  ° tY?  ^ ^ere  are  any  functions  at  the  present  day  annexed  to  this  office.  A 

ar  ^ 13  no  more,  is  that  of  Admiral  of  Baldoyle,  a small  creek  near  Howth : 
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this  is  stated  to  be  derived  from  the  grant  to  the  city  by  Henry  VIII.  of  the  possessions 
of  the  dissolved  monastery  of  Allhallows,  the  prior  of  which  religious  house  was  made 
Admiral  of  Baldoyle,  by  an  Act  of  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  held  at  Naas,  in  the  13th 
year  of  Edward  IV. 

The  lord  mayor  is,  ex  officio,  under  the  statutes  and  charters  of  the  respective  institu- 
tions,  , . , . , „ „ ~ 

A Member  of  the  Corporation  for  preserving  and  improving  the  Port  of  Dublin. 

A Commissioner  of  Wide  Streets. 

A Trustee  of  the  Royal  Exchange. 

A Governor  of  the  Schools  founded  by  Erasmus  Smyth. 

A Governor  of  the  Hibernian  Marine  Society.  ♦ 

A Governor  of  the  Hibernian  Society  for  the  care  of  Soldiers’  Children. 

A Governor  of  the  Hospital  for  the  relief  of  poor  Lying-in  Women. 

The  lord  mayor  was  under  the  13,  14  Geo.  III.  c.  46,  s.  9,  made  president  of  the 
corporation  of  the  poor  of  the  workhouse  of  the  county  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  but 
the  goverament  of  this  institution  was  altered  by  the  statute  38  Geo.  III.  c.  35,  and 
the  lord  mayor  has  not,  as  such,  now  any  authority  over  it. 

72.  The  Salary  of  the  lord  mayor,  paid  directly  out  of  the  corporation  funds,  and  fixed  by 
an  Act  of  Assembly,  is  1,320/.  of  the  late  Irish  currency  ; of  this  sum  800/.  is  charged  on  the 
port  dues  hereinafter  noticed,  called  slippage  and  anchorage,  and  of  this  800/.,  600/.  is 
payable  to  the  lord  mayor  during  his  year  of  office,  and  tne  remaining  200/.  secured  to 
him  by  a deferred  warrant,  which  does  not  become  due  for  about  four  years  after  his 
serving  the  office : the  deferred  warrant  has  been  introduced  within  a few  years  past  in 
consequence  of  the  right  of  the  corporation  to  those  dues  having  been  disputed,  whereby 
the  collection  of  them  was  stopped  for  about  four  years,  until  the  right  was  established 
by  a trial  at  bar  in  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench  ; during  this  period  the  salary  of  the  lord 
mayor  for  the  time  being  was  reduced  by  200/.  per  annum,  the  remaining  600/.,  previously 
parable  out  of  the  slippage  and  anchorage,  being  provided  for  by  the  corporation  out  of 
their  other  revenues.  When  the  fund  became  again  available,  the  cor-poration,  instead  of 
merely  resuming  the  payment  of  the  additional  200/.  to  the  lord  mayor  for  the  time  being, 
commenced  by  paying  200/.  to  the  ex-lord  mayor  who  had  been  the  first  loser,  and  so  the 
payment  of  that  sum  is  continued  to  each  alderman  in  succession,  who  had  served  the 
office  of  lord  mayor  four  years  previous  to  the  time  of  payment,  and  is  secured  to  him  in 
the  mean  time  by  the  deferred  warrant.  If  the  produce  of  the  slippage  and  anchorage 
for  any  year  should  fall  short,  so  as  not  to  leave  a clear  600/.  for  the  lord  mayor  of  the 
current  year  after  payment  of  the  other  charges  on  this  fund,  the  deficiency  is  made  good 
out  of  the  other  revenues  of  the  corporation. 

The  remainder  of  the  lord  mayor’s  salary,  which  is  520/.  of  the  late  Irish  currency,  is 
secured  by  four  bonds,  payable  with  per  cent,  interest,  at  periods  so  remote,  that 
Alderman  Nugent,  who  served  the  office  of  lord  mayor  in  the  year  1826,  states,  that  his 
last  bond  will  not  be  payable  until  the  year  1 838. 

The  lord  mayor  is  also  entitled  to  what  is  called  capon  money,  being  the  reservations  in 
the  corporation  leases  of  capons,  or  a certain  sum  in  lieu  thereof,  in  addition  to  the  fixed 
pecuniary  rent.  The  city  treasurer  pays  this  money  to  the  lord  mayor,  first  deducting 
from  it  the  rent  of  the  Court  of  Conscience,  being  46/.  3s.  Id.  for  the  following  year,  being 
that  in  which  the  lord  mayor  for  the  current  year  is  to  be  the  president  of  that  court. 
The  capon  money  varies  from  about  90/.  to  115/.  per  annum. 

The  lord  mayor  is  also  paid  the  sum  of  500/.  of  the  late  Irish  currency  as  chairman  of 
the  pipe-water  committee  ; this  sum  is  paid  out  of  the  funds  of  the  pipe-water  establish- 
ment. 

The  lord  mayor  usually  farms  the  office  of  his  secretary,  and  receives  generally  on 
account  of  that  office  a sum  of  300/.  for  the  year : the  sum  for  which  the  office  is  let,  and 
its  receipts,  which  depend  altogether  on  fees,  vary  considerably ; the  highest  sum  for  which 
it  has  been  stated  to  us  to  have  been  let  was  350/. 

The  sources  of  revenue  to  the  lord  mayor  in  this  department  are  the  following  fees 
payable  to  him,  and  which,  when  the  office  is  not  farmed,  are  accounted  for  to  him  by  the 
secretary. 

1.  Fees  payable  in  the  Lord  Mayor’s  Court;  the  nature  and  amount  of 


them  are  particularly  stated  in  our  account  of  that  court. 

* 2.  Fee  on  affixing  the  city  seal  on  documents  to  be  used  abroad  .£330 

* 3.  Fees  for  sealing  grand  jury  warrants,  nineteen  half-yearly,  on  each  18  6 

'!  4.  Fee  signing  baker’s  certificate  . . . . . J 1 0 

* 5.  Swearing  constables,  each  . . . . . . .039 

* G.  Annual  appointments  of  clerks  of  the  market,  inspector  of  the  hay- 

market  and  weighmasters,  each  „ . . . . . 11  16  0 

* f • Licences  for  exhibitions,  the  amount  paid  for  each  varies  according 
to  the  size  of  the  exhibition  and  price  of  admission,  from  1/.  to  10/. 

The  total  amount  of  fees  paid  on  exhibitions  for  the  year  ending 
1st  October,  1S33,  was  . . . , . . 18  9 6 

* S.  Certificates  for  beer  and  spirit  licences,  each  . . . .026 


The  lord  mayor  is  entitled  to  certain  fees  in  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Sheriffs’  Court  on 


T,  these  fees  appear  to  be  claimed  by  usage;  we  have  not  found  any  statutable  authority  for  them- 
Ihe  tee,  No.-,  must  be  a heavy  charge  on  claimants  of  small  property  in  the  colonies.  The  fee.  No.  ",  ^ 
02011  dlaPut9d'  and  in  one  case  -was  recovered  back,  by  civil  bill  process,  on  appeal  to  the  Court  of  Exchequer. 
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affidavits  to  ground  attachments  and  on  taking  bail:  those  fees  were  represented  to  us  as  «MTOEATEnODY. 
not  producing  any  very  considerable  sum  ; they  are — . 

On  affidavits  . . . . , . -^0  I 6 

Bail  above  10/.  ...  ' '^n  in  a 

Ditto  under  10/.  . . . | * 0 6 2 

The  lord  mayor,  or  an  alderman  deputed  by  him,  and  to  whom  he  farms  the  office,  is 
president  of  the  Court  of  Conscience  for  the  year  succeeding  his  year  of  office,  and  receives 
the  emoluments  of  that  court.  These  emoluments  were  represented  to  us  as  beinp  usually 
about  l,o00/.  tor  the  year.  ° ‘ - 

The  lord  mayor  also  collects  for  himself  through  an  officer  of  the  custom-house,  a sum 
of  2s.  bd.  on  each  coal  vessel  coming  into  the  port  of  Dublin. 

He  also  claims  and  receives  a certain  quantity  of  oysters'  about  600,  from  each  car™ 
discharged  in  the  river.  » 

ffe  are  unable  to  refer  to  any  charter  or  grant  authorizing  the  demand  of  these  due. 
for  which  no  special  consideration  is  given  by  the  lord  mayor. 

These  several  sources  of  emolument  amount  to  about  4,000/. 

The  lord  mayor  has  also,  for  the  year  the  use  of  the  City  Mansion  House  as  his  resi- 
dence, suitably  furnished,  and  is  entitled  to,  or  at  least  allowed,  a free  admission  for 
himself  to  the  theatre  royal,  and  all  other  places  of  public  amusement,  and  also  a certain 
number  of  free  transferable  tickets  for  each  night  of  performance. 

I he  office  of  lord  mayor,  chiefly  from  the  expenditure  in  entertainments,  cannot  be  con- 
sidered one  of  profit ; the  expenses  are  immediate,  and  often  exceed  the  amount  of  the  re- 
ceipts, which  come  in  slowly.  The  newly-elected  lord  mayor  is  always  under  terms  to 
give,  on  the  30th  of  September,  the  day  after  he  is  sworn  into  office,'  a public  dinner 
which  is  very  expensive,  and  he  is  besides  expected  to  maintain,  throughout  the  year,  con- 
siderable hospitality.  The  whole  expense  of  the  office  seldom  falls  short  of  4,000/.,  and 
has  often  much  exceeded  that  sum. 

In  addition  to  the  salary,  it  was  formerly  usual  to  grant  to  each  lord  mayor,  by  vote  of 
the  assembly,  on  the  expiration  of  his  year  of  office,  a sum  of  1,000/.  This  grant  has  been 
discontinued  for  some  years,  in  consequence  of  the  heavy  debts  incurred  by  the  corpora- 
tion. The  grant  was  considered  a complimentary  gift  to  the  lord  mayor,  which  it  was  in 
the  power  of  the  commons  to  withhold,  if  dissatisfied  with  his  conduct ‘while  in  office;  and 
it  was,  in  fact,  withheld  for  some  years  from  one  of  the  present  aldermen,  whose  poli- 
tical  conduct,  during  his  mayoralty  was  not  in  conformity  to  the  exclusive  doctrines  of 
the  corporation. 

t 3.  The  Functions  and  powers  of  the  Aldermen  as  members  of  the  common  council  have  Aldermen 
been _ already  stated.  _ . functions  of. 

oq  rt!16  a‘dermen  are  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  city,  and  adjoining  liberties,  under  the 
•33  Geo.  II.  c.  16,  s.  18,  but  with  the  same  provisions  as  stated  in  refei’ence  to  the  lord 
mayor  and  sheriff,  against  their  sitting  or  acting  as  justices  of  the  peace  at  any  sessions 
for  the  county  of  Dublin.  ’ 

They  attend  as  justices  at  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions,  of  which,  by  the  19th  section 
of  the  same  statute,  two  justices  of  the  peace,  with  the  lord  mayor  or  recorder,  form  a 
quorum.  It  is  consequently  considered  necessary  that,  at  least,  two  aldermen  should  attend 
t°  constitute  a court,  they  being  the  only  justices  for  the  county  of  the  city,  except 
the  sheriff,  lord  mayor,  recorder,  and  paid  police  magistrates.  The  business  of  the 
court  has,  at  times,  been  considerably  delayed  from  the  non-attendance  of  aldermen ; but 
the  sittings,  by  the  present  arrangement,  being  held  once  in  every  month,  the  aldermen 
have  latterly  adopted  a system  of  rotation,  allotting  two  to  each  month,  by  which  the  duty 
ot  attending  the  court  is  equally  divided  among  them,  and  the  recorder  states  that  since 
1 Ttf  Stem  ias  ^een  adopted  the  attendance  of  aldermen  has  been  more  punctual. 

I he  aldermen  interfere  but  little  in  the  business  before  the  court;  they  take  no 
e ective  part  in  the  trials,  except  in  agreeing  with  the  recorder  upon  the  sentences  to  be 
pronounced. 

Four  of  the  aldermen  are  divisional  magistrates  of  the  police  of  the  city,  under  the  sta- 
f r>  e°‘  c‘.  ^0;  their  functions  and  emoluments  as  such  will  be  stated  in  the  part 

° R k Port  r®*ating  to  the  police  establishment. 

!3y  that  Act  six  of  the  divisional  magistrates  of  police  thereby  created  were  to  be  aider- 
men,  three  to  be  appointed  by  the  lord  lieutenant,  and  three  to  be  elected  by  the  common 
«>uncil,  subject  to  his  approbation.  The  mode  of  election  pointed  out  in  section  6 of  the 
c is,  that  the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen,  or  the  usual  quorum  of  them,  should  return  the 
lames  of  nine  aldermen,  nominated  by  themj  to  the  commons,  who  should  elect  three  of  those 
th  retun?e£P  By  the  5 Geo.  IV.  c.  102,  s.  2,  the  lord  lieutenant  was  empowered  to  reduce 
I) G mjrn°er  of  divisional  justices  to  twelve,  of  whom  four  should  be  aldermen,  and  two  of 
lose  to  be  such  aldermen  as  were  originally  elected  by  the  corporation  ; the  remaining  six 
s ices  were  to  be  superseded  at  two-thirds  of  their  salaries,- or  attached  to  the  divisional 
nu  CfS  3Sf  ®“P.e^numerai'ies>  fcom  whom  vacancies  should  be  filled  up  until  the  entire 
“ er  °*  divisional  justices  were  reduced  to  twelve,  and  vacancies  are,  from  time  to  time, 
res'o-6  s.uPP^iet^.  by  the  corporation,  whenever  occasioned  by  the  death,  removal,  or 
not'l)1111011  e^er  *be  two  aldermen  originally  appointed  by  them,  in  case  there  should 
e a^y  aldermen  among  the  supernumerary  magistrates ; tfiis  is  now  the  case. 
sessi”6  j a^ermen  attends  daily  at  an  office  called  the  Rotation  or  Crown  Office,  at  the 
elev°n  t fUSe’  ant*  a.cts  tb®re  ’n  bis  magisterial  capacity;  the  hours  of  attendance  are  from 
to  wh  • . r.‘  "Phis  duty  is  divided  among  the  aldermen  by  a weekly  rotation,  and  those 
0In  Jt  ls  inconvenient  to  attend,  depute  others  in  their  place  ; two  sometimes  attend  in 
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CORPORATEBODY.  cases  requiring  that  number.  None  of  the  aldermen,  who  are  police  magistrates,  attend  at 
this  office.  The  sitting  alderman  of  the  week  signs  the  summonses.  The  cases  brought 
before  him  are  principally  informations  for  assaults  and  complaints  respecting  apprentices. 
In  criminal  cases  he  takes  the  informations,  and  binds  the  parties  to  prosecute.  He  also, 
in  cases  requiring  it,  binds  the  parties  to  keep  the  peace  ; apprentices  are  sometimes  com- 
mitted by  him  to  the  house  of  correction.  None  of  the  powers  of  summary  jurisdiction  con- 
ferred  on  magistrates  by  recent  statutes  are  exercised  at  this  office ; informations  which  have 
been  refused  at  the  police  office  may  be,  and  sometimes  are,  taken  here,  and  by  some  this 
rotation  office  is  said  to  be  beneficial  to  the  public,  and  a wholesome  check  on  the  police 
offices. 

By  the  27th  section  of  the  Police  Act,  48  Geo.  III.  c.  140,  all  justices  of  the  peace  are 
prohibited  from  taking  fees  for  anything  done  in  the  execution  of  their  office  within  the 
limits  of  the  police  district  of  the  metropolis,  save  at  the  public  offices,  " provided  always, 
that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  extend  or  be  construed  to  extend  to  prevent  the  lord 
mayor  of  the  City  of  Dublin,  or  the  president  of  the  Court  of  Conscience,  or  of  the  Crown 
Office,  or  the  magistrate  attending  in  the  Rotation  Office  for  the  time  being,  from  receiving 
such  fees  as  they  are  by  law  entitled  to.” 

Fees  are  accordingly  taken  by  the  alderman  of  the  week  attending:  at  this  office,  which 
are  the  same  as  those  taken  at  the  police  offices ; — formerly  the  entire  of  these  fees  was 
appropriated  by  the  sitting  alderman  to  his  own  use,  and  a presentment  was  made  by  the 
quarter  sessions  grand  jury  of  150 1.  a year  for  the  clerks  of  the  Rotation  Office;  that 
presentment  was  discontinued  when  Sir  Jonas  Green  was  recorder,  he  having  refused 
to  fiat  it  as  not  being  warranted  by  law,  and  since  then  the  alderman  of  the  week  allows  li, 
out  of  the  fees  to  a clerk  who  attends  the  office.  The  business  of  the  office  has  much 
declined  of  late  years,  and  the  emoluments  have  been  reduced  in  proportion;  the  entire 
receipts  are  now  about  21.  each  week  ; they  have  formerly  been  so  high  as  51.  A bailiff, 
appointed  by  the  aldermen,  serves  the  summonses,  and  executes  the  process  issued  from  the 
office. 

As  to  the  utility  of  this  office,  there  appears  no  reason  for  supposing  that  the  duties  per- 
formed at  it  could  not  be  adequately  discharged  at  the  public  offices  of  the  police  establish- 
ment, and  the  decline  of  business  at  the  office  is  some  evidence  of  the  general  opinion  of  the 
public  not  being  in  its  favour. 

Except  in  occasionally  taking  affidavits,  the  aldermen  who  are  not  police  magistrates  do 
not  perform  any  other  functions  of  justices  of  the  peace. 

In  the  S Geo.  I.  c.  10,  s.  3,  respecting  the  Dublin  watch,  an  Act  which  is  long  expired, 
mention  is  made  of  aldermen  of  the  wards  and  deputy  aldermen,  and  much  earlier 
notices  of  them  are  contained  in  the  books  of  the  board  of  aldermen,  called  Monday  Books. 
These  titles,  and  the  divisions  of  the  city  into  wai-ds,  appear  to  have  been  connected 
with  the  preservation  of  the  peace  under  the  then  existing  arrangements,  which  have  been 
long  superseded  by  the  more  modern  Police  Acts.  There  is  not  any  evidence  of  the  aider- 
men  ever  having  been  elected  by  the  wards,  and  the  title  of  aldermen  of  wards  is  now 
unknown. 

Except  the  trifling  receipts  of  the  Rotation  Office,  the  aldermen  have  not  as  such  any 
pecuniary  emoluments. 

All  the  aldermen  are  governors  of  the  Blue  Coat  Hospital;  and  two  of  them,  elected 
by  the  governors  of  that  Hospital,  are  governors  of  Erasmus  Smith's  schools. 

Three  aldermen,  elected  by  the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen,  are  members  of  the  corporation 
for  preserving  and  improving  the  port  of  Dublin,  under  the  statute  26  Geo.  111.  c.  19, 
s.  11. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  present  aldermen,  shewing  the  times  of  their  respective 
elections : — 


Frederick  Darley,  Police  Magistrate 

Sir  William  Stamer,  Bart.  ditto 

Sir  Abraham  Bradley  King,  Bart ’ ] 

John  Claudius  Beresford,  Esq * 

Sir  Robert  Shaw,  Bart ! ] 

Sir  Thomas  M‘Kenny,  Bart.,  Deputy  Lieut.’ of  the  City 
Sir  John  Kingston  James,  Bart. , City  Treasurer.,  Dep.  Lt. 
John  Smith  Fleming,  Police  Magistrate  . 

Rd.  Smyth,  Esq.,  Chief  Commissioner  of  Paving 
Thomas  Abbott,  Esq.,  Deputy  Lieut.  . . ’ 

Samuel  Wilkinson  Tyndall,  Esq.,  Police  Magistrate 

Sir  Edmond  Nugent,  Knt 

Alexander  Montgomery,  Esq 

Jacob  West,  Esq 

Sir  William  Whelan,  Knt ] ’ * 

Charles  Palmer  Archer,  Esq 

Sir  George  Whiteford,  Knt 

Arthur  Perrin,  Esq 

William  Dixon,  Esq 

Arthur  Morrisson,  Esq.,  Dep.  Lieut]  . ] ] 

William  Hodges,  Esq 


Sheriff. 

Elected  Alderman 

1797 

. 1800 

1794 

. 1800 

1800 

. 1805 

. 1808 

* 

. 1808 

* 

. 1811 

1810 

. 1818 

* 

. 1816 

1813 

. 1817 

* 

. 1817 

1814 

. 1819 

1805 

. 1820 

1806 

, 1820 

1812 

. 1821 

1821 

. 1823 

1814 

. 1823 

1820 

. 1824 

1823 

. 1825 

1816 

. 1827 

# 

. 1829 

1827 

. 1830 

* .Did  not  serve  in  the  office  of  sheriff. 
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Sheriff. 

Elected  Alderman. 

CORPORATE  BODY. 

1824  . . 

. 1830 

1829  . . 

. 1832 

1824  . . 

. 1832 

1820  . . 

. 1833 

With  few  exceptions,  the  aldermen  have  residences  in  Dublin,  or  the  vicinity. 

74.  The  Sheriffs  are,  under  the  fourth  of  the  new  rules,  and  by  aucient  custom,  the  presi-  Sheriffs,  functions 
dents  of  the  commons,  and  no  valid  assembly  of  that  house  can  be  held  without  one  of  the  of. 
sheriffs  being  present. 

The  presence  of  a sheriff  is  also  essential  to  the  validity  of  the  acts  of  the  committees  of 
the  common  council. 

The  sheriffs  appear  formerly  to  have  been  the  receivers  of  some  parts  of  the  rents  of  the 
corporate  estates  ; and  the  second  of  the  New  Rules  requires  that  the  treasurer,  sheriffs, 
and  all  other  receivers  of  any  part  of  the  revenues  of  the  city  for  the  time  being,  shall  there- 
after, yearly,  within  six  months  next  after  the  expiration  of  one  whole  year,  wherein  they 
shall  serve  in  the  execution  of  their  respective  offices,  render  unto  the  auditors  of  the  city, 
or  the  usual  quorum  of  them  appointed  or  to  be  appointed  for  that  purpose,  a true  and 
perfect  account  of  all  money  (being  any  part  of  the  revenues  of  the  city)  received  by  them 
within  their  respective  years  of  office,  and  to  pay  the  sum  appearing  due,  to  the  treasurer, 
on  pain  of  disfranchisement  by  the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen,  or,  in  their  default,  by  the  lord 
lieutenant,  or  other  chief  governor  or  governors,  and  council  of  Ireland,  and  to  be  from 
thenceforth  incapable,  without  their  licence,  of  being  restored  to  their  freedom. 

The  sheriffs,  by  the  33  Geo.  II.  c.  16,  s.  18,  are  constituted  justices  of  the  peace  within 
the  city  and  adjoining  liberties,  with  the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen,  but  with  the  same 
provision  against  sitting  or  acting  as  justices  of  the  peace  at  any  sessions  to  be  held  for  the 
county  of  Dublin. 

Their  general  functions  and  powers  in  the  preservation  of  the  peace,  and  the  execution 
of  the  process  of  the  superior  courts,  return  of  juries,  &c.,  are  similar  to  those  of  sheriffs  of 
counties  at  large,  but,  from  their  position  in  the  metropolis,  much  more  important  and 
extensive. 

They  empannel  and  return  the  grand  juries  in  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench,  the  Commission 
Court,  and  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  for  the  county  of  the  city  of  Dublin;  petty  juries  in 
all  cases  criminal  and  civil  in  the  superior  courts,  where  the  venue  is  laid  in  the’county  of 
the  city  ; the  grand  panel  for  striking  special  juries;  petty  juries  in  the  Commission  Court, 
and  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions ; juries  on  writs  of  inquiry' ; market  juries  ; and  juries  under 
the  Wide  Street,  and  other  special  Acts  of  Parliament  for  the  valuation  of  houses  or 
grounds  to  be  purchased  for  local  improvements. 

They  are  required,  by  themselves  or  their  deputies,  to  give  daily  attendance  in  the  Court 
of  King’s  Bench,  and  the  other  superior  courts  of  law,  the  Commission  Court,  and  Court  of 
Quarter  Sessions,  during  their  sittings. 

They  are  judges  of  the  City  Record  Court. 

They  are  the  returning  officers  on  elections  of  Members  of  Parliament  for  the  county  of 
the  city  of  Dublin. 

They  execute  the  precepts  of  the  Wide  Streets,  Paving,  and  other  local  Boards  of  com- 
missioners for  the  delivery  of  possession  of  houses  of  which  valuations  have  been  made  by 
juries  for  the  purposes  of  those  bodies. 

It  is  their  duty  also  to  execute  the  precept  or  warrant  of  the  Quarter  Sessions  Court  for 
the  abatement  of  nuisances. 

They  are  ex-officio  members  of  the  corporation  for  preserving  and  improving  the  port  of 
Dublin,  governors  of  the  Blue  Coat  Hospital  and  Lying-in  Hospital,  trustees  of  the  Royal 
Exchange,  and  commissioners  for  the  improvement  of  St.  Stephen's  Green. 

They  appoint  a sub-sheriff,  who  gives  them  security  to  the  amount  of  20,000£. 

The  other  Officers  acting  under  the  sheriffs,  and  in  their  names,  but  who  are  generally  Sheriffs’  Office, 
appointed  (at  least  nominally)  by  the  sub-sheriffs,  are  Officers  in. 

A Chief  Clerk, 

Returning  Officer, 

Auctioneer, 

Summoner  of  Juries, 

Three  principal  Bailiffs  (who  appoint  their  own  assistants). 

The  sheriffs  appoint  the  keeper  of  the  sheriffs’  prison, 
hr*  P10v‘dec^  by  the  statute  29  Geo.  II.  c.  15,  s.  1,  that  no  person  or-  persons  shall 
. admitted  into,  or  take  on  him,  or  presume  to  execute  or  officiate  by  himself,  or  any  one 
in  rust  for  him  or  his  use,  the  office  or  duty  of  an  under-sheriff,  sheriff’s  clerk,  or  county 
c erk,  within  the  city,  county  of  the  city,  or  county  of  Dublin,  who  had,  within  the  space  of 
en  years  before  his  admission  therein,  executed,  officiated,  or  exercised  any  of  the  said  offices 
or  duties  in  the  said  city,  county  of  the  city,  or  county  of  Dublin.  The  penalty  of  500 1. 
is  imposed  by  the  Act  on  every  breach  of  this  enactment;  the  provisions  of  which  are, 
owever,  in  substance  habitually  violated  in  the  sheriffs’  office  of  the  city  of  Dublin.  Indi- 
nL Ua -ui °nt^nue  ^ere  for  years,  nominally  acting  as  clerks,  but  really  as  under-sheriffs,  the 
m?si  e under-sheriff  being  merely  their  nominee, 
and  ' C'Puduct  ai?d  management  of  the  sheriffs’  office,  as  ministerial  to  the  superior  courts, 
m the  execution  of  writs,  is  committed  entirely  (save  some  occasional  interference  with 
she^ffUinSu^  the  panels  of  jurors,)  to  the  sub-sheriff'  or  sub-sheriff’s  clerk;  and  the  high- 
11  s are  both  virtually  and  positively  excluded  from  all  interference  therewith. 
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reports  from  commissioners  on 

The  office  oi' sub-sheriff  is  of  late  generally  feruled,  sometimes  to  the  sub-slierilf,  some- 
times to  a clerk  who  proposes  tc  the  high-shenff  a nominal  sub-shenff,  and  it  has  happened, 
one  not  nrevion.lv  known  to  the  high-sheriff.  The  terms  of  arrangement  vary ; sometimes 
a division  of  the  profits  into  three  parts  takes  place,  one-third  to  each  high-sherifi,  and  one- 
thirl  to  the  sub-sheriff-  Sometimes  a sum  certain  is  secured  to  the  high-shenffs.  In  a late 
instance  the  arrangement  was— first,  to  defray  the  actual  expenses,  then  to  pay  2,4001,,  if 
so  much  should  be  received,  to  the  high-sheriffs ; the  surplus,  if  any,  not  exceeding  8001, 
to  be  retained  by  the  sub-sheriff;  ally  further  surplus  to  be  paid  to  the  high-shenfis  ; so  that 
if  the  profits  did  not  <rive  more  than  2,4001.  above  actual  expenses,  the  sub-sheriff  could  re- 
ceive nothin0'.  (It  is°aid  these  terms  are  generally  fixed  by  deed  perused  by  the  recorder.) 
In  this  instance  the  sub-sheriff  received  about  400/.  for  his  own  labour. 

For  the  year  endincr  Michaelmas,  1833,  the  arrangement  was  made  by  the  high-sheriffs 
with  two  o-entlemen.  one  of  whom  was  clerk  in  the  office,  and  nominal  returning  officer ; the 
other  a former  sub-sheriff,  and  actual  returning  officer.  It  was  to  this  effect the  high- 
sheriffs  to  receive  1,500/.  each,  the  two  clerks,  with  whom  the  arrangement  was  made,  the 
surplus,  not  exceeding  800/.,  out  of  which  they  were  to  pay  the  nominal  sub-sheriff  SO/., 
and  a friend  of  his,  who  assisted  in  some  of  the  official  duties,  20/.  rl  here  was  no  surplus, 
nor  even  3,000/.  received,  though  the  auctioneer  paid  400/.  for  his  appointment,  which  went 
to  the  sheriffs,  as  part  of  the  receipts  of  the  office  for  the  year  ; so  that,  the  acting  sub-sheriffs, 
who  were  also  the  clerk  and  returning  officer,  received  no  emolument  or  remuneration  what- 
ever, but  sustained  loss  of  money  as  well  as  time  and  labour.  The  sub-sheriff  was  a student 
in  college  at  the  time,  without  any  experience  in  the  office,  and  with  whom  the  high-sheriff 
had  no  previous  acquaintance. 

On  a former  occasion,  in  like  manner,  the  person  appointed  sub-shenft  was  merely  nomi- 
nal, getting  100/.  from  the  clerks  at  whose  instance  he  was  named,  who  negotiated  the  mat- 
ter, and  were  the  actual  and  real  lessees  of  the  office,  and  divided  ihe  surplus  produce  of 
the  office,  (that  year  1,000/.  above  the  high-sheriff’s  share,  which  was  3,000/.) 

One  result  of  such  arrangements  is,  that  the  important  duties  and  powers  of  this  high 
office — amongst  others,  the  execution  and  return  of  all  writs,  the  selection  of  jurors,  and 
formation  and  return  of  panels,  devolve  upon,  and  are  actually  and  almost  exclusively 
conducted  and  executed  by,  mere  clerks,  irresponsible  and  unknown  to  the  law;  for  it  is 
expressly  admitted,  (and  on  this  entire  matter  ourReport  is  mainly,  if  not  altogether,  founded 
on  the  evidence  of  the  high-sheriffs  themselves  and  of  the  clerks),  that  the  high-sheriffs  con- 
ceive they  cannot,  with  safety  to  their  bargain,  interfere  at  all  in  the  performance  or  exer- 
cise of  those  duties  or  authorities;  and  also  that  the  sub-sheriff  is  a mere  nominal  officer, 
without  experience,  who  attends  only’  where  his  presence  is  necessary  in  point  of  form.  It 
is  in  evidence  before  us,  that  the  sub-sheriff  signs  the  official  warrants  in  blank,  and  leaves 
them  in  the  office  to  be  filled  up  under  the  direction  of  the  clerks. 

In  those  unrecognised,  irresponsible  clerks  are  deposited  also  the  selection  and  nomina- 
tion of  all  the  inferior  officers  connected  with  the  office,  to  whom  the  execution  of  writs  is 
actually  intrusted.  It  appears  on  the  same  evidence  that  the  bailiffs  defray’  a considerable 
proportion  of,  if  not  all,  the  rent  of  the  sheriffs’  office  ; and  the  auctioneer  pays  a rent  or  sum 
of  from  200/.  to  400/.  per  annum  for  his  office,  and  has  been  permitted  to  charge,  or  rather 
sustained  and  countenanced  in  charging,  5 per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  all  sales,  above  the 
legal  fees  defined  by  statute,  and  payable  to  the  sheriff.  Sometimes  the  sheriffs  hire  the 
auctioneer  at  a stipulated  salary,  yet  charge  the  debtor  5 per  cent,  as  for  auction  fees. 
Sometimes  the  arrangement  between  the  sheriff  and  auctioneer  is,  that  they  shall  divide 
this  5 per  cent,  so  illegally  charged,  and  which  is  extorted  by  all  the  formidable  powers 
the  officer  of  the  law  possesses  over  the  debtor  under  execution.  The  consequences  are 
not  merely  calamitous  to  the  distressed  debtor — they  not  unfrequently  appear  in  obstacles 
to  the  fair  creditor — in  the  difficulty  of  levy  from  a wealthy  defendant,  or  in  the  face  of  a 
friendly  execution. 

We  have  had  in  evidence  cases  of  considerable  hardship,  arising  out  of  the  misconduct 
of  the  auctioneer,  with  whom  the  sub-sheriff  or  clerk  (as  they  declared)  considered  he 
could  not  decisively’  interfere,  without  endangering  the  rent  of  the  office,  even  in  cases 
where  he  disapproved  of  his  demand,  nor  the  high-sheriff,  with  safety  to  his  stipulated  sum 
and  indemnity  deed. 

The  policy,  if  not  the  strict  letter  of  the  statute  12  Geo.  I.  c.  4,  s.  7,  which  pro- 
hibits sheriffs  from  letting  their  offices  to  farm,  is  thus  violated  in  all  the  arrangements  of 
the  sheriffs’  office  of  Dublin  ; and  a direct  motive  and  interest  are  created  in  the  officials 
byr  whom  the  actual  business  is  performed,  to  make  their  bargain  profitable  by  the  exaction 
and  levy  of  fees. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  Fees  demanded  in  this  office,  as  returned  to  us : — 

*«  On  amount  levied  under  a Writ  of  Fieri  Facias  for  the  first  100/.  one  shilling 
in  the  pound,  and  for  every  pound  over  100/.  sixpence.  The  like  fees  on 
the  sum  marked  at  the  foot,  of  a Writ  of  Capias  ad  Satisfaciendum — when 
executed. 


For  executing  a Writ  of  Habere  Facias  Possessionem  . . 2 6.  2 

On  a Writ  of  Inquiry  of  Damages  . . . . . 1 11  6 

For  taking  Bail  on  a marked  Writ  aud  Discharge  . . . 2 10  0 

For  executing  a Writ  of  Replevin,  taking  Bail,  Warrant,  &c.  . 2 10  0 

For  discharging  a Defendant  under  a marked  Writ  . . . 0 10  1 

For  executing  a Writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  . . . . .034 
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For  serving  a Defendant  with  a Summons  under  a Writ  of  Scire 
Facias  .......... 

For  ever}'  Nil  on  ditto . . 

For  proclaiming  under  a Writ  of  Outlawry,  Affidavit,  &c. 

For  a Warrant  on  a marked  Writ . 

For  a Search  for  Fi.’ Fa.’s  '. 

For  Panel  to  Writ  of  Venire  Facias 

Ditto  to  Distringas  Juratores,  and  summoning  Jury 
For  a Grand  Panel  to  strike  a Special  J ury  , 

Special  Distringas  on  ditto  ....... 

Tales 

Search  for  Detainers  against  a Defendant  in  Custody 

For  summoning  a Peer  or  Member  of  Parliament 

For  signing  Warrant,  on  Civil  Bill  Decree  .... 

Ditto  for  Habere  under  ditto  court 


0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


s.  cl. 

3 4 
1 0 
0 0 

2 4 

3 4 
2 6 
3 4 
3 0 
6 8 
3 4 
3 4 
3 4 
1 0 
1 0 
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The  fees  on  writs  of  execution  in  the  above  table  are  those  given  to  sheriffs  by  the 
statute  6 Anne  c.  7,  s.  3,  which  expressly  limits  the  sheriff’s  demand  of  this  rate  of 
poundage  on  writs  of  Fieri  Facias  to  the  amount  which  the  goods  taken  in  execution  shall 
be  valued  at,  or  amount  unto,  and  as  he  shall  levy  and  pay  over  to  the  plaintiff. 

In  practice  the  payment  of  this  poundage,  and  of  the  other  fees  of  the  office  on  writs  of 
execution,  is  not  confined  to  cases  of  actual  sales.  The  debtor  sometimes  compromises  the 
debt  with  the  plaintiff’,  sometimes  gains  time,  or  procures  the  entire  withdrawal  of  the 
execution.  Plaintiff’s  also,  in  the  expectation  of  such  compromises,  or  from  friendly  motives 
towards  the  debtor,  often  direct  the  sale  to  be  postponed  ; but,  in  these  cases,  it  seems  to 
be  the  understanding  and  practice  of  the  office,  that  the  sheriffs’  concurrence  in  the  arrange- 
ment is  not  to  deprive  them  of  the  fees  ; and  actual  payment  of  the  fees  and  poundage,  on 
the  full  amount  of  the  sum  marked  in  the  writ,  is  accordingly  required,  in  the  first  instance, 
to  prevent  their  making  an  immediate  sale,  even  against  the  wishes  of  both  parties,  and 
without  any  reference  to  the  ultimate  result  of  the  proceedings,  or  the  value  of  the  goods 
seized.  The  auctioneer’s  fees  have  also  been  exacted  on  such  occasions  by  that  person, 
under  threats  of  an  immediate  sale  ; although  the  demand  of  such  fees,  in  any  case,  appears 
to  be  a violation  of  the  provisions  of  the  statute  above  referred  to,  the  poundage  thereby 
given  being,  we  apprehend,  intended  to  remunerate  the  sheriff’s  for  all  the  expenses  of  the 
levy.  The  court  of  exchequer,  in  a late  instance,  the  details  of  which  were  laid  before  us, 
awarded  restitution  witli  costs,  of  auctioneer’s  fees,  very  oppressively  extorted  in  this  way, 
in  a case  in  which  the  writ  was  ultimately  withdrawn  ; and  after  a distinct  intimation  from 
the  sheriffs’  office  to  the  auctioneer,  that  the  plaintiff’s  a ttorney  had  desired  nothing  to  be 
done  harshly  or  immediately,  but  which  was  accompanied  by  a statement  that  the  sheriff’s 
fees  had  been  paid,  and  cc  to  make  his  (the  auctioneer’s)  as  light  as  he  could.’’ 

It  is  complained,  by  persons  whose  goods  have  been  sold  under  executions,  that  they  find 
difficulty  in  obtaining  from  the  sheriffs’  office  accounts  of  the  proceeds  and  of  their  dis- 
position. General  statements  not  shewing  the  particulars  of  the  sheriff’s  charges  are  the 
only  documents  stated  to  be  furnished,  and  from  which  the  parties  interested  have  no  means 
of  distinguishing  the  legal  fees. 

A further  fee,  in  cases  of  execution,  and  not  specified  in  the  above  table,  is  sometimes 
demanded,  of  from  13s.  4d.  to  11.  6 s.  8 d.  This  is  called  a lodgment  fee,  and  seems  to  be 
demanded  chiefly  on  friendly  executions. 

A fee  of  51.  5s  '.  is  paid  to  the  sheriffs  by  the  commissioners  of  Wide  Streets,  for  returning 
each  panel  of  a valuation  jury  ; and  a fee  of  the  same  amount  appears  to  be  paid  for 
returns  of  juries  on  commissions  of  lunacy. 

In  other  respects  the  above  list  appears  to  contain  a correct  statement  of  the  official  fees 
oi  the  sheriffs’  office. 

The  sheriffs  are  entitled  to  some  fees  on  proceedings  in  the  City  Record  Court,  and  pre- 
sentments are  made  to  them  by  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  in  lieu  of  fees  on  prisoners, 
rheamount  of  presentments  to  the  sheriffs  for  the  year  1833  was  368 1.  4,r.  I Or/. 

lhe  fees  of  the  Record  Court,  and  the  sums  presented , are  not  granted  to  the  sub-sheriff, 
but  are  directly  received  by  the  high-sheriffs  themselves. 

VVe  have  mentioned  the  several  grand  and  other  Juries  which  are  empannelled  by  the  Juries  returned  by 
sheriffs.  It  is  necessary  here  to  notice  the  composition  of  those  juries  in  detail. 

The  first  and  most  influential  of  them  is  the  Grand  Jury,  usually  called  the  Term  Grand  Term  Grand  Juries, 
niv,  returned  to  and  sworn  in  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench  every  term,  for  the  county  of 
e city  of  Dublin.  This  jury,  as  will  be  more  fully  stated  in  the  subsequent  part  of  this 
sport,  relating  to  the  local  taxation  of  the  city,  possesses  and  exercises  extensive  powers 
^ functions  m the  assessment,  levy,  and  appropriation  of  a tax  called  Grand  Jury 
,e®!’  unposed  on  the  city ; and  which,  in  the  years  1833  add  1834,  amounted  to  the  sums 
—1,780/.  and  30,528/.  Various  Acts  of  Parliament  have  constituted  this  body 
nihr  anuPrS  °f  ’mPortant  public  works  and  establishments,  and  the  electors  to  many 
P bliu  offices,  and  confided  to  them  the  control  over  the  collection  and  expenditure  of  the 
ms  we  have  mentioned,  the  selection  of  the  officers  and  contractors  through  whom  it  is  to 
e disbursed,  and  the  audit  of  their  accounts  of  the  expenditure.  The  powers  and 
t*  ro.nage  of  the  Term  Grand  Juries  are  therefore  very  considerable,  and  their  due 
erase  of  much  interest  to  the  citizens  at  large. 
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CORPORATE  BODY.  Practically  these  powers  and  patronage  have  long  been  vested  in  the  members  of  the 

corporation.  The  Term  Grand  Juries  are  generally  composed  of  the  aldermen  and 
sheriffs’  peers  and  members  of  the  guild  of  merchants,  and  other  guilds.  In  the  panel  of 
the  Term  Grand  Juries,  returned  by  the  sheriffs,  the  names  of  the  members  of  the  board 
of  aldermen  are  placed  at  the  head,  with  the  exception  of  such  of  them  as  are  police 
magistrates,  or  not  resident  within  the  county  of  the  city.  This  reduces  the  number  of 
aldermen  returned  to  about  sixteen.  The  practice  is  stated  to  be  to  return  the  names  of 
bank  directors  alternately  with  those  of  sheriffs’  peers  after  the  names  of  the  aldermen. 
The  members  of  the  corporation  summoned  are  stated  to  attend  more  punctually  than  other 
persons.  A few  Roman  Catholics  are  occasionally  returned  : ah  alderman,  who  stated  that 
he  supposed  he  had  served  twenty  grand  juries,  said,  that  he  had  probably  served  with 
three  Roman  Catholics.  Other  individuals,  not  members  of  the  corporation,  are  also 
occasionally  sworn  on  these  juries ; _ but  the  great  majority  (especially  in  the  Easter  and 
Michaelmas  terms,  which  are  those  in  which  the  public  money  is  presented)  has  for  many 
years  been  composed  of  aldermen  and  other  members  of  the  corporation  ; and  the  introduc- 
tion of  other  persons  is  rather  remarkable  as  an  exception  to  the  general  practice,  than  as 
serving  in  any  way  to  diminish  the  predominant  corporate  influence.  The  evidence  given 
before  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  on  Municipal  Corporations  in  1833,  (in 
page  245,)  shews  the  prevalence  of  this  system,  and  the  numerous  attendance  of  aldermen 
and  other  members  of  the  corporation  on  those  juries. 

The  composition  of  this  jury,  thus  selected  from  the  leading  members  of  an  exclusive 
political  body,  has  long  been  the  subject  of  much  jealousy,  and,  in  our  opinion,  well-founded 
complaint,  on  the  part  of  a large  portion  of  the  citizens  of  Dublin. 

Quarter  Sessions  The  Quarter  Sessions  Grand  Jury  also  possesses  powers  of  presenting,  for  certain  pur- 

Grand  Juries.  poses,  sums  to  be  defrayed  by  the  Grand  Jury  Cess.  The  objects  of  their  presentments  are 
limited,  and  the  sums  presented  are  about  3,4001.  in  the  year.  A sheriffs’  peer  is  usually 
the  foreman  of  the  jury.  Of  late  years,  it  does  not  present  any  very  uniform  or  marked 
distinction  in  the  number  of  jurors  belonging  to  the  corporation  ; but  of  183  persons,  who 
appear  to  have  composed  fourteen  quarter  sessions  grand  juries,  it  has  been  stated  that  only 
eight  were  Roman  Catholics. 

Special  Juries.  The  arrangement  of  the  grand  panel  of  freemen,  freeholders,  & c.  from  which  special 

juries  are  struck  in  the  superior  courts,  is  deserving  of  peculiar  notice,  in  relation  to  the 
functions  of  the  sheriffs,  as  connected  with  the  administration  of  justice  on  the  most  important 
occasions.  It  is  calculated  to  preserve  a predominant  influence  in  the  party  to  which  the 
corporation  is  attached,  in  the  selection  of  jurors  on  political  trials.  This  subject  was 
brought  before  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  Municipal  Corporations  in  1833, 
on  whose  Report  the  present  Commission  was  issued,  and  much  evidence  relating  to  it  will 
be  found  in  tne  printed  minutes  of  the  evidence  given  before  that  committee.  The  aider- 
men  and  sheriffs’  peers  appear  by  custom  to  be  considered  as  holding  stations  entitling 
them  to  precedence  in  the  panel,  although,  except  the  limited  amount  of  qualification  re- 
quired from  the  sheriffs  (the  mode  of  ascertaining  which  is,  as  we  have  seen,  not  always 
practically  enforced),  the  possession  of  these  offices  does  not  necessarily  imply  any  paramount 
title  on  the  ground  of  property  to  this  position.  In  the  panel  of  1833,  upwards  of  100 
names  occur,  including  those  of  all  the  aldermen  and  sheriffs’  peers,  before  that  of  a Roman 
Catholic  likely  to  attend,  if  selected.  The  entire  numbers  on  that  panel  are  714,  and  of  the 
whole  only  about  seventy-nine  are  Roman  Catholics.  From  the  mode  of  striking  the  juries, 
it  is  alleged,  and  appears  probable,  that  a jury  may  be  entirely  composed  of  the  foremost 
names  on  the  panel,  to  the  consequent  exclusion  of  any,  save  members  of  the  corporation 
and  individuals  of  the  same  political  party.  Their  observation  of  the  juries  sworn  under 
this  system  on  political  or  party  trials,  combined  with  the  strong  exclusive  and  anti-catho- 
lic opinions  avowed  and  acted  on  by  the  corporation,  put  forward  by  the  candidates  for 
the  office  of  sheriff  in  the  pledges  required  from  them  by  that  body,  and  afterwards  observed 
by  those  officers  in  their  civic  entertainments,  have  naturally  produced  in  a numerous  class 
of  the  citizens  a deep-rooted  feeling,  that  the  exercise  of  this  important  branch  of  the  func- 
tions of  the  sheriffs  is  on  such  occasions  affected,  if  not  guided,  by  their  known  or  suspected 
political  partialities.  This  want  of  confidence,  in  the  impartiality  of  these  officers  has  been 
strongly^  expressed  in  evidence  before  us.  Without  imputing  to  individuals  a deviation  from 
what  they  conscientiously  believe  to  be  their  proper  line  of  duty,  it  may  we  think  be  safely 
asserted,  that  circumstances  place  the  sheriffs  appointed  by  the  corporation  in  a position 
unfavourable  to  the  observance  of  that  impartial  and  independent  conduct,  which  ought  to  be 
preserved  by  all  concerned  in  any  branch  of  the  administration  of  justice.  The  political  qua- 
lifications which  are  understood  to  be  the  best  recommendation  to  the  office,  imply  the  adop- 
tion of  the  opinions  and  the  support  of  the  ascendancy  of  a party.  Deriving  their  office  from 
™e  corporation,  and  often  looking  to  it  for  future  advancement  in  corporate  dignity,  the 
sheriffs  cannot,  in  ordinary  cases,  be  expected  to  adopt  any  changes  in  the  system  of  empan- 
elling and  returning  jurors,  which  would  tend  to  diminish  the  influence  of  the  body  at 
large,  or  of  its  members — an  influence  in  which  as  sheriffs’  peers  they  thenceforward  expect 
to  share.  In  a recent  instance,  where  one  of  the  high-sheriffs  properly  departed  from  the 
accustomed  course  of  summoning  Valuation  Juries,  by  introducing  in  fair  proportions 
the  names  of  individuals  not  members  of  the  corporation,  he  stated  to  us,  that  his  conduct 
in  doing  so  was  complained  of  by  corporators,  who  seemed  to  consider  it  a matter  of  right 
m the  members  of  the  corporation  to  be  summoned  on  those  juries.  The  constitution 
ot  the  corporate  body  precludes  the  prospect  of  any  very  important  spontaneous  change 
taking  place  m its  character,  which  would  render  it  less  objectionable  to  the  large  population 
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now  excluded  from  it.  The  position  of  the  sheriffs  is  dependent  on  the  body,  by  whom  CORPORATE  BODY, 
thev  have  been  elected,  and  may'  be  further  promoted.  A legislative  reform  of  the  corpora- 
tion itself,  or  alteration  of  the  mode  of  electing  these  important  functionaries,  seems  to  us 
essential  to  give  to  the  administration  of  justice  in  the  metropolis  that  entire  public  confi- 
dence with  which  it  should  be  attended  in  every  well-regulated  community. 

The  Valuation  Juries  are  paid  by  the  board  to  whom  they  are  returned  at  the  rate  of  a Valuation  Juries, 
guinea  a day  to  each  juror.  This  arrangement  was  made  some  years  back,  and  the 
consequence  appears  to  be  that  those  juries  have  been  usually  composed  of  members  of  the 
corporation.  We  have  above  alluded  to  the  change  made  on  a late  occasion  by  one  of  the 
sheriffs.  This  gentleman  stated  to  us  that  the  original  panel  of  that  jury,  furnished  to  him 
from  the  acting  sub-sheriff,  was  composed  exclusively  of  corporators,  and  that  the  sub- 
sheriff claimed  the  right  of  returning  these  juries,  the  object  of  which  he  supposed  to 
be,  to  obtain  patronage. 

The  conduct  of  the  sheriffs’  office  in  relation  to  the  return  of  petty  jurors,  on  trials  by  Petty  Juries. 

Nisi  Prius  in  the  superior  courts,  is  regulated  by  the  40  Geo.  III.  c.  72,  which,  reciting 
that  the  county  of  the  city  of  Dublin  contained  many  persons  qualified  to  serve  as  jurors, 
but  from  the  carelessness  and  misconduct  of  the  sheriffs,  under-sheriff,  coroner,  or  other 
officer,  to  whom  the  summoning  and  returning  of  jurors  usually  belonged,  the  burthen  of 
serving  upon  juries  fell  upon  a few,  to  their  great  grievance  and  oppression,  enacted  “ that 
no  person  should  be  summoned  and  returned  to  serve  on  any  jury  or  juries  in  more  than 
one  of  his  Majesty’s  Courts  of  King’s  Bench,  Common  Pleas,  or  Exchequer,  during  the 
same  term,  or  the  respective  sittings  after  term  of  the  said  courts,” — and  that  no  sheriff, 

&c.  should  summon  or  return  any  person  who  had  served  as  a juror  in  the  Court  of  Kind's 
Bench,  &c.  for  the  space  of  two  terms  after  such  service. 

We  have  not  had  any  complaints  by  individuals  of  the  violation  of  these  provisions  by 
the  sheriffs,  but  there  are  a few  persons  who  it  is  stated  are  anxious  to  attend  on  these 
juries,  and  are  frequently  on  them,  it  is  believed,  from  a view  to  the  small  fee  paid  to  the 
jurors.  Their  punctuality  of  attendance  is  assigned  as  the  reason  for  their  being  summoned, 
and  it  is  admitted  that,  in  respect  to  them  the  statute  is  not  observed.  The  class  of  jurors 
returned  on  these  panels  has  been  improved  of  late  years. 

In  the  evidence  given  before  the  Commissioners  of  Inquiry  into  the  Fees  and  Emoluments 
of  Courts  of  Justice,  and  published  in  their  1.0th  Report  in  the  year  1826,  (pp.  61,  64,  and 
4S3  to  533,)  we  find  a case  of  the  direct  packing  a jury  for  a criminal  trial,  at  the  Court  of 
Quarter  Sessions,  at  the  instance  of  one  of  the  parties.  No  evidence  has  been  laid  before 
us  of  any  similar  abuse  in  that  or  any  of  the  other  courts  to  which  jurors  are  returned  by 
the  sheriffs  of  the  city,  and  the  return  of  grand  and  petty  jurors  to  the  Commission  Court 
and  petty  and  market  jurors  to  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  on  ordinary  occasions  does  not 
present  any  peculiar  grounds  of  observation. 

The  mode  of  summoning  jurors  on  writs  of  inquiry  is  highly  objectionable.  This  duty 
is  left  to  the  bailiffs  of  the  sheriffs’  office,  who  are  sent  out  without  any  list  or  panel  to 
summon  whom  they  please  for  the  occasion. 

The  emoluments  of  each  sheriff  from  the  fees  of  the  office  may  be  estimated  at  from  Emoluments. 

1,300/.  to  1,500/.  per  annum.  A small  proportion  of  the  slippage  and  anchorage  dues, 
mentioned  in  our  account  of  the  office  of  lord  mayor,  is  paid  to  the  sheriffs — it  seldom 
exceeds  25 l.  to  the  two  sheriffs. 

The  disbursements  of  the  sheriffs’  office  are  stated  to  be  about  S00Z.  in  payment  of  clerks, 

&c.  The  summoner  of  juries  is  paid  S0Z.  per  annum.  The  bailiffs  do  not  receive  any  salary 
or  allowance  from  the  sheriff,  they  are  paid  for  their  services  by  the  attorneys  who  employ 
them  in  the  execution  of  process.  They  give  security  to  the  sheriffs  in  2,000/. 

The  expenditure  made  by  the  sheriffs  during  their  year  of  office  is  considerable.  They 
keep  handsome  equipages,  and  are  expected  to  give  a series  of  civic  entertainments  to  the 
aldermen  and  other  members  of  the  common  council,  the  city  officers  and  other  persons 
connected  with  the  corporation . These  expenses  generally  amount  to,  and  sometimes  exceed 
the  sheriffs’  receipts  from  the  office. 

75.  The  members  of  the  commons  have  not,  as  such,  individually  any  functions  or  emolu-  Common  Council 
ments.  men,  functions  of. 

The  sheriffs’  peers  are  alone  eligible  to  the  office  of  alderman,  and  they  are  governors  ot 
the  Blue  Coat  Hospital. 

BytheDublin  Police  Act,  48  Geo.  III.  c.  140,  already  noticed,  six  of  the  divisional  magis- 
trates are  to  be  sheriffs’  peers,  three  to  be  appointed  by  the  lord  lieutenant,  and  three  elected 
by  the  common  council.  The  number  has  been  reduced  to  four  by  the  5 Geo.  IV.  c.  102. 
lhe  provisions  for  their  election,  and  for  supplying  vacancies  among  them,  are  precisely 
* e ®ame  as  those  stated  in  reference  to  the  aldermen,  as  police  magistrates,  in  our  account 
T i™0™6  °®cei"s-  At  the  time  of  our  inquiry  there  was  one  supernumerary  sheriff’s  peer, 

0 .Tudor,  Esq.,"  attached  to  the  head  office  of  police  ; but  this  gentleman  has  been  since 
ap?r°'nle<J  t0  another  divisional  office,  in  the  room  of  Sir  Garrett  Neville,  deceased, 
he  following  is  a list  of  the  present  sheriffs’  peers  : — 

r r Elected  Sheriff. 


John  Semple  ..... 
James  Blacker  (Police  Magistrate) 
Montiford  J.  Hay  .... 
John  Tudor  (Police  Magistrate) 

Henry  Charles  Sirr  (Police  Magistrate) 
Richard  Manders  .... 


1802 

1804 

1804 

1804 

* 
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Recorder,  his 
functions. 


Elected  Sheriff. 

Leonard  Ogilvy  . . * • * 


Hickman  Kearney  (Commissioner  of  Paving)  . * 

John  George  . . . . • • 1807 

Sir  Edward  Stanley,  Knt.  (Local  Inspector  of  Prisons)  1808 
Brent  Neville  1809 

George  Studdart  (Police  Magistrate)  . . . 1811 

William  Long  1817 

Robert  White  . . . . • • - 1818 

William  Wood  (Keeper  of  the  Sheriff’s  Prison)  . 1818 

George  Newcorabe  . . • • • • 1819 

Charles  Thorpe  ......  1822 

John  Lloyd  .......  * 

Samuel  Lamprey  ......  1823 

James  Moore  .......  1825 

John  Alley  .......  1825 

Sir  Thomas  Charles  Yates,  Knt.  ....  1826 

Henry  Bunn  .......  1826 

Sir  David  Roose,  Knt.  .....  1827 

Ponsonby  Shaw  ......  1828 

Patrick  Flood  .......  1828 

William  Scott  .......  1829 

John  Mallet 1830 

George  Halahau  ......  1830 

John  Keating  Taylor  . .....  1831 

Sir  George  Preston,  Knt.  .....  1832 

Sir  "William  Wainwright  Lyner,  Knt.  . . . 1832 

Sir  Drury  Jones  Dickinson,  Knt. ....  1833 

Sir  Richard  Baker,  Knt.  .....  1833 


76.  The  Recorder  is,  by  the  charters  of  Richard  III.  and  17  Charles  II.,  a justice  of  Over 
and  Terminer  and  general  gaol  delivery,  and  a justice  of  peace  within  the  city.  He  is  also, 
by  the  18th  section  of  the  33  Geo.  II.  c.  16,  a justice  of  the  peace  for  the  liberties  thereto 
adjoining. 

The  19th  section  of  the  same  Act  constitutes  the  lord  mayor,  or  recorder,  with  two 
justices  of  the  peace,  a quorum  of  the  city  Quarter  Sessions.  In  practice,  the  recorder  is 
the  acting  president  of  the  court ; the  lord  mayor  only  attending  to  open  it,  as  already 
stated.  According  to  the  39  Geo.  III.  c.  55,  s.  4,  no  trial  can  be  proceeded  upon,  except 
in  the  presence  of  the  recorder,  or  his  sufficient  deputy,  being  a barrister  of  six  years’ 
standing.  Save  as  a member  of  this  court,  the  recorder  does  not  transact  any  magis- 
terial business, 

Although,  by  the  charter  above  mentioned,  the  recorder  is  named  a justice  of  Oyer  and 
Terminer  and  general  gaol  delivery,  and  from  his  judicial  character,  habits,  and  experience 
in  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions,  would  seem  a more  eligible  officer  to  be  joined  in  com- 
mission with  the  judges  than  the  lord  mayor,  yet  he  never  is  so  associated. 

Bv  the  31  Geo.  II.  c.  16,  the  recorder  is  empowered  to  hold  a Civil  Bill  Court 
twice  in  the  year,  ‘f  to  hear  and  determine  in  a summary  way,  by  English  bill  or  paper 
petition,  all  disputes  and  differences  between  party  and  party,  arising  within  the  liberties 
and  jurisdiction  of  the  city,  for  any  sum  above  forty  shillings,  and  not  exceeding  twenty 
pounds  (of  the  late  Irish  currency),  in  all  actions  of  debt  on  any  bond,  bill,  or  specialty  for 
payment  of  money  only,  and  in  actions  on  the  case,  on  any  promissory  note  or  bill  of 
exchange,  or  for  any  sum  above  forty  shillings,  and  not  exceeding  ten  pounds,  in  all  actions 
on  the  case  in  assumpsit,  in  simul  computasset,  trover,  conversion,  quantum  meruit,  and 
detinue.  By  the  38  Geo.  III.  c.  25,  s.  7,  the  recorder  is  required  to  hold  this  court  four 
times  in  the  year,  as  nearly  as  may  be  conveniently  at  equal  distances  from  each  other,  to  be 
fixed  by  him. 

recorder  acts  as  assessor  of  the  civil  court  of  the  corporation,  called  the  Lord 
Mayor  and  Sheriffs’  Court. 

He  is  the  legal  adviser  of  the  corporation,  and  attends  the  meetings  of  the  lord  mayor 
and  aldermen  and  the  assemblies  of  both  houses,  on  occasions  of  the  trial  of  election  petitions, 
but  he  has  not  any  vote,  and  can  only  interfere  in  the  proceedings  when  called  on  for  bis 
opinion. 

By  the  21st  section  of  the  5 Geo.  IV.  c.  102,  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  divisional 
justices  of  the  castle  division  of  the  police  district  of  Dublin  metropolis,  with  respect  to 
the  stations  and  conduct  of  the  drivex-s  of  carriages  plying  for  hire  to  or  from  the  city,  must 
be  sanctioned  and  approved  of  by  the  recorder. 

The  present  recorder,  Frederick  Shaw,  Esq.  was  elected  in  March,  1828,  and  has  since 
personally  attended  to  the  duties  of  the  office,  except  on  one  occasion,  when  prevented  by 
illness.  He  has,  since  his  appointment,  declined  practising  o-enerally  as  a barrister,  and 
does  not  go  circuit. 

. We  j}ave  in  our  account  of  the  election  of  this  officer,  the  particular  restrictions 

imposed  on  him  by  statute  as  to  professional  practice. 

According  to  the  present  arrangements  of  the  respective  courts,  the  public  duties  of  the 
recorder  are  as  follows : 

Q^ter  Sessions  are  held  in  the  months  of  January,  April,  July,  a:lCj 
Uctober  (the  periods  for  the  year  1835  are  the  13th  January,  2Sth  April,  14th  July,  and 
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6th  October).  Between  each  of  these  sessions  two  adjourned  sessions  are  held,  so  that  the  CORpORATE body 
court  sits  twelve  times  in  the  year.  At  each  general  sessions,  all  criminal  cases,  whether 
■ the  defendants  are  in  custody  or  on  bail,  and  appeal  cases  are  disposed  of,  and  these  sessions 
when  commenced  so  late  as  the  I4th  or  15th,  sometimes  continue  to  near  the  end  of  the 
month.  The  adjournments  are  fixed  by  the  recorder,  who  states  that  he,  as  nearly  as 
possible,  divides  the  interval  between  the  last  day  of  the  sittings  and  the  next  general 
quarter  sessions’  day.  At  the  adjourned  sessions  no  business  is  done,  save  the  trial  of 
custody  cases;  they  last  about  a week. 

The  CM  Bill  Court  is  held  in  the  same  months  of  January,  April,  July,  and  October,  on  la  the  Civil  Bill 
the  20th  of  each  month.  Should  the  business  of  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  continue  to  Court, 
those  days,  its  sittings  are  suspended  for  the  purpose  of  holding  the  Civil  Bill  Court  and 
again  resumed  when  the  business  of  that  court  is  disposed  of,  which  generally  occupies  two 
or  three  days.  1 

TheLordMayorand  Sheriffs’  Court  sits  only  four  times  in  the  year,  on  the  Thursday  In  the  Lord  Mayor 
after  the  first  day  of  each  general  quarter  sessions.  The  business  is  not  enough,  generally  and  Sheriff,’  Court" 
speaking,  to  occupy  the  day  of  sitting.  D J 

The  quarter  assemblies  of  the  common  council,  at  which  the  recorder  attends,  are  also 
held  in  the  months  of  January,  April,  July,  and  October,  shortly  after  the  days  of  opening 
the  quarter  sessions.  J 1 ° 

The  times  therefore  for  which,  according  to  these  arrangements,  the  presence  of  the 
recorder  is  required,  amount  in  the  whole  to  about  four  months  in  the  year. 

The  recorder  receives  from  the  corporation  an  annual  salary,  which,  since’  the  year  1818  Emoluments, 
has  been  fixed  at  400 1.  of  the  late  Irish  currency.  The  recorder’s  salary  previously  was 
5001.,  to  which  it  had  been  raised  from  350 /.  He  is  also  paid  a small  sum  out  of  the 
slippage  and  anchorage,  amounting  to  about  26/.  per  annum.  A fee  of  21.  2s.  is  paid  to 
him  on  all  corporation  leases,  and  he  is  paid  fees  on  cases  submitted  to  his  opinion  by  the 
corporation.  _ He  sits  with  and  advises  the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen  at  their  meetings 
without  special  remuneration  ; but,  when  sitting  with  the  common  council  on  the  trial 
of  election  petitions,  is  paid  10Z.  10s.  a day. 

He  does  not  receive  any  fees  or  emolument  from  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Sheriffs’  Court. 

He  receives  the  fees  regulated  by  statute  in  the  Civil  Bill  Court. 

The  average  yearly  receipts  of  the  office  from  fees  were  stated  to  us  by  the  recorder  to 
be  about  110/. 

The  principal  part  of  the  recorder’s  income  is  paid  under  the  Police  Acts,  48  Geo.  III. 
c.  140,  and  5 Geo.  IV.  c.  102.  By  the  59th  section  of  the  former  Act,  which  recites  that, 
by  the  provisions  of  that  Act,  the  duties  of  the  recorder  would  be  considerably  increased, 
and  that  his  salary  would  be  inadequate  to  the  trouble  and  importance  of  his  office,  the 
brd  lieutenant  was  empowered  to  direct  the  yearly  sum  of  1,000/.  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
rands  applicable  to  the  expenses  of  the  police  establishment  to  the  recorder  in  augmenta- 
tion of  his  salary.  And  by  the  27th  section  of  5 Geo.  IV.  c.  102,  (which,  as  already 
'k't-  ?rohib.its  tbe  reC01'der  from  practising  as  counsel  in  any  criminal  or  civil  court 
within  the  police  district  of  the  metropolis,)  the  lord  lieutenant  is  empowered  to  direct  an 
additional  yearly  sum  not  exceeding  600/.  to  be  paid  to  him  out  of  the  same  fund. 

The  recorder,  under  these  Acts,  is  paid  the  yearly  salary  of  1,600/.  of  the  late  Irish 
cm-rency,  being  1,476/.  18s.  4 d.  of  the  imperial  currency. 

His  income  from  these  several  sources  may  be  stated  at  1,9S0Z.  per  annum. 

The  recorder  is,  ex  officio,  a governor  of  Erasmus  Smith’s  schools,  and  a commissioner 
0llPut^RS  into  execution  the  acts  relative  to  the  Poddlc  river. 

7-  The  functions  of  the  coroners  are  those  common  to  such  officers  in  counties  at  large.  Coroners’ functions, 
lheyare  remunerated  presentments  of  the  Term  Grand  Jury  for  the  county  of  the  and  emoluments  of.; 
ci  v,  under  the  statute  1 Geo.  IV.  c.  28,  ss.  2 and  4.  The  Grand  Jur)r  at  each  presenting 
erm  presenting  the  full  sum  of  forty  guineas,  prescribed  by  section  4,  to  the  two  coroners, 
aving  forty  guineas  a year  to  each.  The  county  of  the  city  of  Dublin  is  expressly 
excepted  from  the  provisions  of  the  later  statutes,  4 Geo.  IV.  c.  43,  and  5 Geo.  IV.  c.  93.‘ 
sum16  St?tute,^  Geo.  III.  c.  56,  s.  47,  empowered  the  Grand  Jury  to  present  such 
m as  they  should^  think  necessary,  not  exceeding  20s.,  to  be  paid  to  the  coroner  or 
roners  for  every  inquisition  taken  in  a gaol  or  prison  within  the  county  of  the  city. 
nnnS-i>°Wjr  w.as  excepted  from  the  operation  of  the  statute  50  Geo.  III.  c.  30,  but  may  be 
°78.  Th  P In?PliedV  repealed  by  the  1 Geo.  IV.  c.  28. 

• • . e Presidency  of  the  Court  of  Conscience  was,  as  already  stated,  incident  to  the  President  of  the 

■(-•  lcTi011  °,\» tbe  l°1-d  mayor  for  the  time  being,  until  the  enactment  of  the  statute  33  Court  of  Con- 
ueo-  HI.  c.  16.  ° science. 

sci^ep w*eCtL.°n  tbat  statute  enacted  “That  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court  of  Con- 
the  said  6 > 1D  • ^ubbn’  from  time  immemorial,  before  the  chief  magistrate  of 

one  ,,  Clty’  W1th  the  assistance  of  the  aldermen,  sheriffs,  and  sheriffs’  peers,  or  some  or 
and  thp  6m’  *01  determining  causes  between  party  and  party,  under  the  value  of  40s.,  be, 
lord  _aSame  jWaf  thereby  established,  ratified,  and  confirmed.”  By  the  same  section  the 
the  dutv^nf  ’ dur.Jj.S  his  year  of  office,  was  exonerated  from  attending  upon  this  court,  and 
of  lord  m pnlslcbng  *n  It  transferred  to  the  alderman  who  shall  have  served  in  the  office 
should  ha t70"  f°r  j . next  preceding  year,  and  for  the  term  of  one  year  next  after  he 
aldermen  h tbat  office,  with  the  same  power  of  calling  to  his  assistance  the 

nsnally  don1™’  ■ Griffs’  peers,  or  some  one  or  more  of  them,  as  had  theretofore  been 
tion  in  the  h °"  practised  by  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  city.  To  prevent  any  interrup- 
a subsermonf1^*^^  of  tlle  court  from  the  illness  or  necessary  absence  of  the  president, 

9 t statute,  the  11,  12  Geo.  III.  c.  11,  s.  71,  empowered  the  president  of  the 
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Town  Clerks,  their 
functions  ami 
emoluments,  See. 


As  Town  Clerks. 


As  Profhonotaries 
of  the  Lord  Mayor 
and  Sheriffs’  Court. 


As  Clerks  of  fhe 
Peace  and  Clerks  of 
the  Crown. 


Court  of  Conscience  for  the  time  being,  by  warrant  under  his  hand  and  sea],  to  appoint 
any  one  of  the  aldermen  to  officiate  in  his  place  during  his  illness  or  necessary  absence 
Under  colour  of  this  latter  enactment  the  presidents  of  the  Court  of  Conscience  for  the 
time  being  have,  in  several  late  years,  let  the  office  to  other  aldermen  to  farm.  The 
rent  paid  on  these  occasions  has  been  1,000/.  for  the  year;  the  deputy  paying  also  the 
expenses  of  the  court,  which  are  from  250/.  to  300/. 

The  president  has  not  any  power  of  compelling  the  attendance  of  the  aldermen,  sherifis 
or  sheriffs’  peers,  to  give  him  assistance  in  the  performance  of  the  business  of  the  court- 
but  he  is  generally  to  some  extent  assisted  by  the  two  sheriffs’  peers  who  had  served  as 
sheriffs  during  his  mayoralty.  It  has  been  a practice  for  some  years  past  to  pay  a salary  of 
100/.  to  one  of  the  sheriffs’  peers  to  act  as  permanent  assistant  to  the  president. 

The  emoluments  of  this  office  are  entirely  derived  from  fees  paid  by  the  suitors  on  the 
proceedings;  the  particulars  of  them,  and  the  practice  of  the  court,  will  be  found  in  a 
subsequent  part  of  this  Report.  They  produce  to  the  president  about  1,500/.  for  the  year. 
The  court  is  held  every  day. 

79.  The  Town  Clerks  are  also  the  prothonotaries  of  the  Civil  Court  of  Record,  clerks  of 
the  peace  for  the  county  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  and  clerks  of  the  Crown  at  the  Court 
of  Quarter  Sessions. 

Their  duties  in  these  several  capacities  have  been  returned  to  us  in  detail  by  those 
officers,  and  are  as  follows  : — 

As  Town  Clerks,  they  attend  all  general  quarter  and  post  assemblies,  and  all  other  meet- 
ings of  the  corporation — prepare  allbusiness  for  these  meetings — and  draw  the  resolutions  and 
orders.  They  engross  and  record  on  rolls  of  parchment  all  Acts  of  Assembly  and  other  pro- 
ceedings of  the  corporation,  and  keep  copies  of  all  those  proceedings.  They  prepare  the 
election  books  for  holding  the  elections  of  the  several  corporate  officers,  keep  the  several 
rolls  of  oaths,  and  administer  these  oaths  to  freemen  and  officers  on  admission  and  election, 
and  prepare  t he  necessary  beseeches  for  freemen  seeking  to  be  admitted.  They  prepare 
and  attend  the  execution  of  all  bonds  given  by  corporate  officers  ; they  act  as  secretaries 
to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  attend  all  meetings  of  the  Pipe  Water  and  other  standing 
committees,  and  of  all  special  and  sub-committees  of  the  Common  Council  ; enter  all 
their  transactions  in  books,  and  draw  up  the  several  Reports  of  the  sub-committees  to 
the  general  committee,  and  of  the  general  or  standing  committees  to  the  quarter  and 
post  assemblies.  They  write  all  letters,  and  act  in  every  respect  to  all  these  several  com- 
rnittees  as  general  secretaries  ; they  draw  all  notices  of  post  assemblies,  and  have  copies 
of  them  posted  ; and  they  take  the  charge  of,  and  keep  in  safe  custody,  all  the  charters, 
rolls  of  assembly,  rolls  of  oaths,  title  deeds,  leases,  bonds,  books,  and  all  other  muniments, 
documents,  and  papers  belonging  to  the  corporation. 

As  Prothonotaries  to  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Sheriffs’  Court,  they  enter  all  the  original 
plaints,  actions,  and  attachments  issued  out  of  the  court,  sign  and  seal  them;  file  the 
affidavits  upon  which  they  are  grounded,  and  keep  the  books  and  records  of  the 
They  file,  preserve,  and  make  entries  of  all  bail  pieces,  appearances  and 
pleadings ; enter  all  rules,  orders,  &c.  in  the  court  books ; attend  chamber  and 
other  motions  ; make  out  records  ; issue  process  ; attend  in  court  on  the  several  trials; 
swear  juries;  record  verdicts;  mark  judgments;  tax  the  costs;  make  out  executions; 
hie  writs  from  the  superior  courts,  and  make  out  returns  thereon. 

As  Clerks  of  the  Peace  and  Clerks  of  the  Crown,  they  give  receipts  for  all  informations, 
recognizances,  convictions,  &c.  returned  to  their  office  by  the  magistrates  of  the  city  of  Dub- 
lin ; read  and  consider  informations,  to  enable  them  to  draw  indictments  in  such  cases  as  are 
not  prosecuted  by  the  crown  or  by  public  bodies  ; abstract  all  indictments  into  books  for 
the  use  °f  the  court,  and  file  all  informations,  recognizances,  convictions,  appeals,  &c.  lodged 
in  their  office  ; they  summon  the  prosecutors  and  witnesses  to  attend,  and  give  evidence  on 
c^ses/°r  at  the  respective  sittings  of  the  sessions  court;  send  letters  and  no- 


, . — - -----  mein  ui  me  several  amournmems  ui  u» 

cmirt,  and  requiring  their  attendance  when  necessary,  and  give  notice  to  the  several  police- 
offices  of  the  adjournments  of  the  court;  they  attend  the  court  during  its  sittings,  and  swear 
the  grand  and  other  juries,  and  all  prosecutors  and  witnesses;  arraign  prisoners  and  traver- 
sers; record  their  pleas,  the findingsofthejuries, and  thesentences pronounced  by  the  court; 
and  generally  act  as  registers  of  the  court  and  secretaries  to  the  grand  jury;  they  give 
S-V0!4 »Ve,rSei'f’  v’  and  P^secutors  of  the  time  traverser’s  trials  ale  to  take  place 
(.which,  latterly,  has  been  at  the  commencement  of  each  general  quarter  sessions),  and 


lecord  then-appearance  or  non-appearance,  as  the  case  may  be;  they  read  and  lay  before 
the  court  all  money  presentments  made  by  the  grand  juries,  and  also  such  presentments  of 
nuisances  as  they  return ; record  the  conditional  orders  of  the  court  thereon,  and  serve 
copies  of  such  nuisance  presentments  and  orders  on  the  several  persons  referred  to  by  them. 
If  such  presentments  shall  not  be  traversed,  they  have  affidavits  of  the  service  of  them,  and 
ot  the  orders  made  upon  them,  drawn,  sworn,  filed,  and  moved  before  the  court,  that  such 


__  i 1 . : — » uicu,  mu  movea  Derore  the  court,  uiai 

? be  made  absolute,  and  when  made  absolute  they  make  out  warrants  grounded 

thereon,  directing  the  sheriffs  to  abate  such  r-: T — 


j-  , — ; h nuisances.  In  cases  of  traverses  to  such  pre- 

SS!  Prepare  the  traverses  and  recognizances,  and  give  notice  to  persons 

Sch  Dreamt,  T 0f  ,he  t,TeS  0f  trial-  ?llcy  pracire  and  summon  witnesses  to  sustain 


”‘;cess?Iy>  instruct  and  fee  counsel  'for  ’suchTurpose,  s«> 


nr,  thk  1 V • 7 — “'■t.'.Mnij,  luoLiuuL  ana  ree  counsel  lor  such  purpose, 

l l w bem,g  f°mid  by  the  Petty  jury,  make  out  warrants  to  the  sheriffs 

^ f T iey  carVy  <?n  such  prosecutions  as  may  be  directed  by  the  grand 

]_  / . , f a&ainst  persons  indicted  for  keeping  nuisances,  and  procure  witnesses,  and 

mstiuct  and  fee  counsel  to  sustain  such  prosecutions.  They  make  out  (previous  to  the 
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several  general  quarter  sessions)  and  lodge  with  the  sheriffs,  precepts,  requiring  them  to 
return  grand  and  other  jury  panels  to  the  general  quarter  sessions.  They  draw  present- 
ments, and  affidavits  verifying  them,  for  the  several  grand  juries,  and  copy  and  file  them, 
after  their  being  confirmed.  They  make  out  returns  for' government,  and  for  the  local 
inspector  of  prisons  in  Dublin,  every  year,  of  the  several  persons  tried,  and  their  crimes, 
their  pleas,  the  verdicts  of  the  juries,  and  sentences  of  the  court.  They  make  out  certifi- 
cates for  persons  obtaining  licences  for  the  sale  of  gunpowder,  and  register  same,  and 
register  the  rules  and  regulations  of  friendly  societies.  They  attend  at  the  several  sittings 
of  the  Civil  Bill  Ejectment  Court,  and  enter  the  proceedings  ; take  minutes  of  the  evidence 
given,  record  and  sign  the  decrees,  dismisses,  &o.,  appeals,  recognizances,  and  other  docu- 
ments. They  receive,  copy  in  alphabetical  order,  and  cause  to  be  printed,  published,  and 
distributed,  notices  of  persons  applying  to  be  registered  as  voters  for  the  city  of  Dublin; 
attend  the  several  sittings  of  the  Registry  Court,  with  the  books,  papers,  and  documents’ 
in  the  office  of  the  clerks  of  the  peace,  connected  therewith;  and  grant  certificates  to  such 
persons  as  are  allowed  to  register  and  file  their  affidavits.  They  record  all  orders  made  by 
the  Registry  Court  for  allowing  or  disallowing  persons  to  be  registered.  Thev  also  attend 
all  elections  for  members  to  serve  in  parliament  for  the  city  of  Dublin,  and' produce  all 
books  and  documents  in  their  office  relative  to  such  elections;  provide  rolls  of  oaths  to  be 
taken  by  Roman  Catholic  electors,  and  grant  certificates  of  their  having  taken  such  oaths. 
They  administer  oaths  of  allegiance,  and  other  oaths  enjoined  by  Act  of  Parliament,  to  such 
persons  as  require  the  same  to  be  administered  to  them.  They  receive,  copy,  and  cause  to 
be  printed,  all  notices  served  by  persons  applying  to  the  Quarter  Sessions’  Court  for  licences 
to  retail  beer,  &c. ; attend  the  hearing  of  such  applications,  and  register  the  order  of  the 
court  thereon,  and  the  objections,  if  any,  made  to  such  applications  being  granted ; and 
give  certificates  to  such  of  the  applicants  as  the  court  deems  fit  to  be  licensed.  They 
register  the  names,  residences,  &c.,  of  all  persons  obtaining  licences  for  the  sale  of  beer, 
spirits,  wine,  &c.,  and  the  names,  residences,  professions,  &c.,  of  their  several  sureties.  They 
prepare  and  issue  precepts  and  schedules  to  the  high  constable  and-  grand  jury  cess  col- 
lectors of  the  city  of  Dublin,  requiring  returns  from  them  of  all  persons  in  their  districts 
qualified  to  serve  on  juries,  and  lay  such  returns  before  the  court.  They  make  a copy  of 
the  book,  to  be  prepared  by  the  court  from  such  returns,  and  furnish  the  sheriffs  with  a 
copy  of  such  book,  and  preserve  the  other  as  a record. 

The  town  clerks  are  paid  by  the  corporation  a salary  of  249/.  4s.  8d.,  being  270/.  of  the 
tate  currency.  This  salary  has  been  fixed  upwards  of  twenty  years.  They  are  also  paid 
the  annual  sum  of  31.  of  the  late  currency,  which  is  designated  in  the  accounts  their  “ancient 
salary.” 

They  receive  from  the  Pipe  Water  establishment  the  salary  of  184/.  12j.  4cZ. 

The  other  emoluments  of  the  office,  as  town  clerks,  and  prothonotaries  of  the  city  record 
court,  are  derived  from  fees  on  the  proceedings  in  the  court,  and  on  the  admission  of 
freemen,  &c. 

Their  fees  produced  in  the  year : — 

1832  . . £444  1 5 

1833  . . 408  18  4 


The  entire  receipts  of  the  office  in  those  years  were : — 


1832  Salaries 

„ Fees 

1833  Salaries 

■>  Fees 


£436  12  4| 
444  1 5f 
436  12  4) 
408  18  4j 


Total 


S80  13  9 
845  10  8 


. expenses  of  the  office  consist  chiefly  of  the  payment  of  a salary  to  a clerk.  This  was 

Year  ending  Easter,  1832  . . . £278  0 0 

Year  ending  Easter,  1833  . . . 239  12  0 

The  disbursements  of  the  office  for  stationery,  &c.  are  returned  to  us  as  amounting  to 
t-  a year.  The  net  annual  income  of  this  office  to  each  town  clerk,  as  such,  and  as  pro- 
thonotary,  may  be  estimated,  therefore,  as  nearly  290/. 

-their  emoluments  as  clerks  of  the  peace  are  much  more  considerable. 

They  are  chiefly  from  presentments  made  by  the  Quarter  Sessions  Grand  Jury,  under 
6 l^e  following  legislative  provisions: — 

o Geo.  III.  c.  40,  8.  31,* — Under  this  section  the  grand  jury 


exceedW^n?'0^  emP0Wers  *be  grand  jury  at  quarter  sessions  to  raise  such  sums  as  they  shall  think  fit,  not 
and  at  ^ac“  sess>oi»s,  for  paying  a secretary  for  his  trouble  in  drawing  and  entering  the  presentments 

The^fith1"^  S^ch  grand  !ury>  during  the  quarter  sessions.  - 
to  the  ner«  Sectlon  emP°wers  the  grand  jury,  at  each  session,  to  raise  any  sum,  not  exceeding  20/.,  to  be  paid 
removing  n"’  °r  Pers?ns>  appointed  by  them,  for  prosecuting  nuisances  and  encroachments,  or  for  abating, 
the  nroiiel-  0lflP' rostrat;ng  the  same.  The  37th  section  enacts,  that  the  expenses  and  costs  are  to  tic  taxed  by 
charotdh-v  tfer  °/ cour^.  and  that  an  affidavit  shall  be  made,  by  the  persons  employed,  that  the  sums 
The  ouart6  DeCn  ■i^e  out,  and  disbursed  upon  such  prosecutions, 
secretary  sessiDns  grand  jury  appears  to  have  early  appointed  the  clerks  of  the  peace  to  the  offices  of 
provides  in  ,.Pr°seautor  nuisances ; as  the  33  Geo.  III.  c,  56,  which  repealed  the  26  Geo.  HI.  c.  40, 
to  any  sums  2 , section,  “ that  the  repeal  shall  not  affect  the  rights,  or  claims,  of  the  clerks  of  the  peace, 
sessions  vranrl  • elofore  Presented  to  them  by  the  sessions  grand  jury,  but  that  the  several  sums  which  the 
inlieu  of  the'fUr^  W6re  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  present,  and  theretofore  presented  for  them 
nnhi;« r ,ees’  an4  for  drawing  and  entering- nresentments.  and  attending  grand  juries,  and  for  prosecuting 


pahlic  nuisan-p'^’ for(*rawing  and  entering  presentments,  and  attending  grand  juries,  and  for  prosecuting 
to  them  as  iffhl'i  > , sum  'heretofore  presented  to  them  for  summoning  prosecutors,  should  he  continued 
ne  Act  of  the  26  Geo.  III.  had  not  been  repealed.  The  clerks  of  the  peace  are  the  proper  offi- 
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present,  “ for  drawing  and  entering  presentments  and  at- 
tending the  grand  jury  each  sessions,”  . . . 947^ 

Sec.  36. — The  grand  jury  each  sessions  present  for  prosecuting  nui- 
sances, &c.  . . . . . . 18  9 2 

31  Geo.  III.  c.  11,  s.  1. — By  this  Act  the  grand  jury  are  required 
to  present  at  each  sessions  for  the  clerks  of  the  peace,  in 
addition  to  the  sums  then  presented,  501.  of  the  late  cur- 
rency, being  . . . . . . 46  3 1 

33  Geo.  III.  c.  56,  s.  29.* — Under  this  Act  the  grand  jury  present, 
half-yearly,  to  the  clerks  of  the  peace,  for  summoning 
prosecutors  . . . . . 2 1 0 0 


49  Geo.  III.  c.  101,  50  Geo.  III.  c.  103,  1,  2 Geo.  IV.  c.  77.— 

The  49  Geo.  III.  c.  101,  contains  a schedule  of  fees,  pay- 
able to  clerks  of  the  peace,  and  other  officers,  for  counties 
at  large,  on  indictments  ; and  empowers  the  grand  juries 
to  present  for  such  fees,  in  case  of  persons  indicted,  tried, 
acquitted,  and  discharged  without  fees.  The  50  Geo.  III. 
c.  103,  s.  85,  extended  the  49  Geo.  III.  c.  101,  to  the 
count)'  of  the  city  of  Dublin;  and,  for  several  years  sub- 
sequent to  the  passing  of  this  Act,  it  was  the  practice  to 
make  presentments  to  the  clerks  of  the  peace  for  fees  on 
acquitted  prisoners.  The  statute  50  Geo.  III.  c.  103, 
was  however  repealed  by  the  7 Geo.  IV.  c.  74,  and  the 
power  of  presenting  for  fees  to  the  clerks  of  the  peace,  on 
acquitted  prisoners,  accordingly  ceased.  Presentments  are 
made  to  them  under  the  1,  2 Geo.  IV.  c.  77,  (the 
Act  which  abolished  jail  fees)  for  fees  on  prisoners  con- 
victed. The  amount  of  these  presentments  is  considerable. 

The  following  appear,  in  the  presentments  of  the  year  1833, 
to  be  the  sums  presented  to  the  clerks  of  the  peace  on  this 
account : — 

January  Sessions  ....  455  11  3 

Easter  Sessions  ....  369  7 6 

July  Sessions  ....  325  1 0 

October  Sessions  ....  486  6 10 


£1636  6 7 


56  Geo.  III.  c.  120. — Under  this  Act,  clerks  of  the  peace,  &c.  are  bound 
to  make  certain  returns  to  the  chief  secretary  of  the  lord 
lieutenant,  of  the  number  of  persons  committed  for  trial, 
tried,  and  discharged,  within  each  year,  distinguishing 
their  crimes,  and  other  particulars.  The  grand  jury,  by 
section  3,  are  authorized  to  settle  and  present  an  allowance 
to  those  officers  for  their  care,  pains,  and  trouble  in 
making  such  returns. 

The  term  grand  jury,  accordingly,  makes  an  annual  pre- 
sentment to  the  clerks  of  the  peace  of  the  city  of  Dublin, 
on  this  account,  of 

The  total  amount  of  the  sums  presented  by  the  quarter 
sessions  grand  jury,  to  the  clerks  of  the  peace,  under  the 
several  authorities  above-mentioned,  for  the  year  com- 
mencing  the  Easter  session  1831,  and  ending  Easter  session 
1832,  was 

And  for  the  year  ending  Easter  session,  1833  . 

The  clerks  of  the  peace  claim  by  statute  and  usao-e  va- 
rious fees. 

‘ Those  by  statute  are — 

34  Geo.  III.  c.  22.— For  granting  certificates  to  Roman  Catholics 
of  having  taken  the  oaths  of  qualification 

56  Geo.  III.  c.  91. — For  each  order  for  payment  of — 

Expenses  to  prosecutors  .... 

Ditto  to  witnesses  ..... 

56  Geo.  III.  c.  56,  s.  149  (Stamp  Act). — For  a copy  of  a conviction 
returned  to  their  office  and  furnished  to  the  distributor  of 
stamps  . . . _ . 


31  10  0 

2235  19  1 
1760  13  9 

1 0 

1 0 
0 6 

1 0 


orimmal  case.',  .ml  the  appointment  of  them  as  prosecutors  of  nuisances  see 
e 1,  J Bctl0aable  with  reference  to  the  37th  section  of  the  26  Geo.  III. 
rntionc  1 presented  to  the  clerks  of  the  peace  at  each  general  quarter  sessions  for  these  pro 
cu;'°"s.’  and  the>'  defray  thereout  the  expenses  of  them. 

dependedSonur?14!tate'i  “ P'  37‘  ^he  sum  is  not  defined> and  the  presentment  appears  to  have  previou 
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58  Geo.  III.  c.  39  (Civil  Bill  Ejectment  Act). — On  proceedings  by 
Civil  Bill  Ejectment — 

For  entering  the  cause  . . . . 0 6 

Signing,  entering,  and  recording  the  decree  or  dismiss  . I 0 

Every  summons  . . . . . 0 6 

Signing  and  entering  every  renewal  . . . 0 4 

Entering  verdict  . . . . . 0 5 

Recognizance  of  bail,  and  certificate  of  appeal  . 0 5£ 

2,  3 Wm.  IV.  c.  88,  s.  34  (Reform  Act). — For  every  certificate  of 

registry  of  a voter  .....  10 

3,  4 Wm.  IV.  c.  68,  s.  5. — For  every  certificate,  to  entitle  a 

party  to  a licence  to  sell  beer,  &c.  by  retail  . . 2 6 

Section  1 0. — For  every  registry  of  the  name,  &c.  of  the 
person  licensed  . . . . . 2 6 

The  clerks  of  the  peace  claim,  and  receive,  the  following 
fees  by  usage : — 

For  drawing  and  entering  a traverse  to  a presentment 
of  a nuisance  . . . . . 1 10  0 

For  copies  of  convictions,  or  adjudications,  (save  those 
under  the  Stamp  Act,)  a fee  on  each  of  . . 6 2 

For  certificates  of  appeals  being  lodged  to  convictions, 
or  adjudications,  a fee  on  each  of  . . 7 2 

For  certificates  of  informations,  or  indictments,  and  re- 
cognizances, (called  manucaptor  warrants,)  to  enable  those 
who  become  sureties  for  persons  to  abide  their  trials,  to 
surrender  them  in  discharge  of  their  bail  . . 7 2 

For  entering  rules,  recording  the  entering  bills  of  in- 
dictments, findings  on  such  bills  by  the  grand  jury,  appear- 
ances for  the  Crown  and  prosecutors,  and  verdicts  of  the 
juries,  for  each  rule  . . . . . 2 0 

For  all  orders  made  by  the  court  on  motion,  &c.  . 7 2 


For  drawing  every  record  of  conviction,  or  acquittal  of 
a prisoner,  or  traverser,  at  the  rate  of  6 d.  for  every  office- 
sheet,  containing  seventy-two  words. 

The  like  for  attesting  same. 


For  taxing  bills  of  costs  in  criminal  cases,  each  bill,  3 1 

If  long  . . . . . • 6 2 

For  certificates  given  to  persons  to  deal  in  or  sell  gun- 
powder . . . • • • 3 1 

The  total  receipts  of  the  clerks  of  the  peace,  from  fees 
on  licences,  &c.  for  the  year  ending  at  Easter  session  1832, 
were  . . . . . . . 270  10  0 

Year  ending  Easter  session  1833  . . • 260  0 0 

One  chief  and  three  under  clerks,  and  a messenger,  are 


employed  in  the  office  of  the  clerks  of  the  peace.  The  sa- 
laries of  these  officers,  and  other  disbursements  of  the  office 
for  printing,  stationery,  &c.,  amounted,  in  the  above  pe- 
riod, to  the  following  sums : — 

Year  ending  Easter  session  1832, 

Salaries  . • • £559  3 9 

Other  expenses  . • 122  15  0 

£681  18  9 

508  14  6 

86  0 0 

£594  14  6 

The  following  table  exhibits,  for  the  two  periods,  the 
entire  receipts  and  disbursements,  and  net  income  of  the 
clerks  of  the  peace : — 

Receipts.  Expenditure. 

1831- 2. — Presentments  by  quarteri  £2235  jq  j £681  18  9 

sessions  jury  . . . j 

Do.  by  term  grand  iurv  31  10  0 

Fees,  &c.  . . . ' . 270  10  0 

2537  19  1 

681  18  9 

Net  income  ....  £1856  0 4 

1832- 3. — Presentments  at  quarter  1 jg  9 594  14  6 

sessions  . j 


Easter  1833, 
Salaries 
Other  expenses 
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Marshal,  functions 
of.  See. 

As  Marshal. 


As  Register  cf 
Pawnbrokers. 


1832-3. — Presentments  at  quarter  sessions  by 

term  grand  juries, £31  10  0 

Fees,  &c 260  0 0 


2052  3 9 
594  14  6 


Net  income  ....  £1457  9 3 

80.  The  Marshal  was  formerly  the  keeper  of  the  prison  called  the  City  Marshalsea;  but 
the  custody  of  that  prison  was  made  a distinct  office  in  the  year  1786,  by  the  Irish  statute  26 
Geo.  III.  c.  27,  s.  34,  and  similar  provisions  are  contained  in  the  several  gaol  Acts  since 
enacted.  See  50  Geo.  III.  c.  103,  and  7 Geo.  IV.  c.  74. 

The  present  functions  of  the  marshal  are  twofold : those  belonging  to  his  office  as  minis- 
terial to  the  City  Court  of  Record ; and  those  conferred  on  him  by  the  statutes  constituting 
him  register  of  pawnbrokers’  licences  in  Ireland,  and  an  auctioneer  of  forfeited  pledges.  ° 

The  marshal  executes  and  returns  the  process  of  the  city  court  of  record,  called  the  Lord 
Mayor  and  Sheriffs’  Court,  and  returns  the  juries  for  trial  of  issues  joined  therein. 

His  principal  duties  in  this  respect  relate  to  the  storage  and  sale  of  goods  seized  under  the 
process  of  attachment  from  that  court. 

The  goods  are  seized,  under  this  process,  by  the  sergeants-at-mace,  by  whom,  if  bail  be 
not  given  in  four  hours  after  seizure,  the  goods  must  be  conveyed  to  the  marshal’s  store, 
which  is  now  held  at  an  extensive  public  establishment  for  the  sale  of  property,  called  the 
Commercial  Mart.  If  bailed  before  twenty-one  days  after  seizure  the  goods  are  returned, 
upon  payment  of  85.  4 d.,  consisting  of  a fee  of  45.  2d.  for  what  is  called  an  “ entry,”  and  a 
similar  sum  of  4s.  2 d.  for  a discharge,  besides  a charge  for  storage,  which  is  regulated  by  the 
amount  of  the  attachment,  and  not  by  the  size  or  number  of  the  goods  under  seizure. 

The  charge  is  6 d.  per  night  upon  an  attachment  for  a sum  under  £20 ; 10c/.  when  the 
attachment  is  for  a sum  over  that  amount. 

Thus  if  a watch  worth  but  11.  be  seized  upon  an  attachment  for  21 /.,  the  charge  on  it 
would  be  10t/.  for  each  night’s  storage.  Horses  seized  are  put  to  livery,  and  charged  accord* 
ingly.  According  to  the  rules  of  the  court,  no  execution  can  be  issued  until  the  goods  have 
remained  in  the  marshal’s  possession  unbailed  for  twenty-one  days. 

Upon  the  execution  being  lodged  with  him,  he  proceeds  to  sell  the  goods  seized,  and 
generally  arranges  the  day  of  sale  with  the  plaintiff’s  attorney,  giving  from  one  to  four  days' 
notice  of  the  sale,  by  posted  notices  and  advertisements  in  the  newspapers.  The  sale  is  by 
an  auctioneer,  employed  by  the  marshal,  and  paid  by  him  out  of  his  own  fees,  which  are, 
under  the  general  statute  regulating  fees  on  writs  of  execution  (6  Anne,  c.  7),  15.  in  the 
pound  upon  any  sum  under  100/.,  and  6ii.  in  the  pound  upon  any  sum  over  that  amount. 

In  the  event  of  a sale,  the  storage,  and  other  charges  above-mentioned,  and  the  costs  of  the 
advertisement  are  levied  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  goods. 

It  is  slated  that  attachments  are  generally  bailed,  and  that,  consequently,  few  sales  take 
place. 

In  cases  of  disputed  property  in  the  goods  attached,  the  marshal  may  empanel  a jury,  and 
hold  a Court  of  Inquiry ; but  in  practice  he  decides  such  questions  upon  affidavits,  on  which 
he  charges  a fee  of  '2s.  6 d.  each. 

In  reference  to  his  functions  in  retunring  juries  to  the  City  Record  Court,  the  marshal  states 
it  to  be  his  practice  to  summon  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  of  the  most  respectable  persons 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  court  to  attend  assurors,  and  in  default  of  a sufficient  number  of 
those  summoned,  talesmen  of  the  bystanders,  who  are  warned  to  attend  (often  personally  by 
the  marshal),  hut  not  summoned,  are  put  upon  the  jury. 

A sum  of  ]/.  is  paid  to  each  jury  on  bringing  in  their  verdict;  and  the  marshal  admitted, 
that  if  he  thought  the  money  given  to  a juror  would  be  an  object  to  him,  he  would  summon 
him  to  attend,  if  he  considered  him  a respectable  man. 

Few  arrests  are  made  under  process  of  the  Record  Court. 

The  marshal  states  that  his  fees  upon  arrest  are  I5.  in  the  pound,  when  the  arrest  is  for  a 
sum  under  20/.,  and  6 d.  in  the  pound  when  over.  Arrests  on  mesne  process  for  sums  under 
20/.  are  now  abolished. 

We  have  not  found  any  statute  authorizing  the  fees  thus  claimed. 

The  marshal,  for  the  due  performance  of  his  different  duties,  gives  security  in  2000/.  to  the 
corporation. 

J he  gross  receipts  of  the  office,  from  the  execution  and  returns  of  the  process  of  the  City 
Court,  were,  for  the  twelve  months  ending  December,  1833,  about  220/. 

By  the  first  statute  regulating  the  trade  of  pawnbrokers  in  this  country,  26  Geo.  III.  c.  43, 
s.  40,  the  marshal  of  the  city  of  Dublin  has  been  constituted  “ register  of  pawnbrokers’  licences 
m Ireland.”  His  duties,  as  such,  under  this  statute  are  to  register  the  certificates  to  be  fur- 
nished to  him  by  all  pawnbrokers  of  their  names  and  sureties,  and  to  receive  from  them  and 
enter  in  Ins  registry  books  accounts  of  the  sums  lent  in  each  month,  and  return  true  abstracts 
of  those  monthly  accounts  to  either  House  of  Parliament  in  the  first  week  of  each  session. 

He  is  entitled  to  a fee  of  os.  on  the  registry  of  each  pawnbroker’s  certificate  ; but  in  prac- 
tice very  generally  receives  a guinea,  sometimes  two  guineas,  for  this  service.  The  payment  of 
the  larger  sum  is  stated  to  be  made  under  a regulation  of  the  trade. 

All  pawnbrokers  in  Ireland  are  required,  under  a penalty  of  405.  for  each  default,  to  send 
to  the  register  monthly  returns,  containing  an  exact  account  of  the  number  of  sums  lent  in 
each  preceding  calendar  month,  and  also  the  gross  amount  thereof,  upon  oath.  With  each  of 
these  returns  the  register  is  entitled  to  a fee  of  I5.  from  the  pawnbroker. 
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These  returns  he  is  directed,  as  above  stated,  to  lay  before  either  House  of  Parliament  the 

first  week  in  each  session. 

It  is  stated  by  the  present  marshal  (who  is  not  long  in  office),  that  he  receives  returns  every 
Year  of  the  amount  of  money  lent  on  pledges  from  all  the  pawnbrokers  in  Ireland.  The  observ- 
ance of  the  provisions  of  the  statute  appears,  however,  to  have  been  heretofore  habitually  neg- 
lected by  pawnbrokers,  and  not  enforced  by  the  register.  It  has  appeared  in  evidence  before 
the  commissioners,  in  some  country  towns,  that  for  many  years  the  marshals  of  the  city  of 
Dublin  had  acted  on  arrangements  with  the  country  pawnbrokers  not  to  ask  for  any  returns, 
on  getting  an  annual  payment  of  1 1.  from  each,  and  that  the  pawnbrokers  accordingly  made 
no  returns ; while  the  marshal  had  thus  created  a sinecure  income  of  considerable  amount,  by 
compromising  an  important  duty  of  the  office.  There  is  a conflict  of  evidence  on  this  subject, 
even  as  to  the  present  marshal ; for  while  his  statement  is  as  we  have  mentioned,  the  country 
pawnbrokers  allege  that  the  same  system  still  continues.  One  pawnbroker,  examined  in 
Dublin,  stated  that  he  made  the  monthly  returns  ; another  admitted  that  he  himself  did  not, 
and  added  that  he  did  not  know  any  one  who  did.  » 

The  marshal  admitted  that  he  received  1Z.  a year  from  some  of  the  pawnbrokers,  and 
a printed  form  of  receipt  was  produced  in  Belfast,  as  sent  by  the  marshal,  for  the  sum  of  1Z. 

The  marshal  is  also,  under  the  28  Geo.  III.  c.  49,  s.  9,  an  auctioneer  of  forfeited  pledges 
for  one  of  four  divisions  of  the  city,  appointed  for  the  sale  of  them  by  that  statute : this 
section  recites  that  the  sword-bearer  and  marshal  had,  from  time  immemorial,  been  in  the 
receipt  of  certain  fees,  for  the  appraisement  of  goods  and  articles  pledged  or  pawned  in  the 
city  and  county  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  and  employed  as  auctioneers  for  the  sale  of  forfeited 
pledges.  The  appointment  of  the  two  other  auctioneers  was  given  to  the  lord  lieutenant. 

Their  fees,  as  auctioneers,  are  regulated  by  the  13th  section  of  the  statute. 

They  are  Id.  in  the  shilling  for  every  article,  or  number  of  articles,  the  property  of  any  one 
person,  sold  for  any  sum  under  20s. 

Is.  4 cl.  in  the  pound  for  any  sum  amounting  to  20Z.,  and  not  to  40Z. 

Is.  in  the  pound  when  over  that  sum. 

And  these  fees  are  directed  to  be  in  lieu  of  all  other  demands  theretofore  charged,  such  as 
warehouse  and  auction-room  rent,  advertising  handbills,  posting  and  distributing  the  same, 
and  clerks  and  porters  for  their  attendance  on  such  sales. 

After  forfeiture,  and  before  sale,  of  all  goods  pawned,  on  which  over  4s.  has  been  advanced, 
it  is  made  compulsory  by  the  14th  section,  under  penalty  of  5Z,  for  each  offence,  upon  all  pawn- 
brokers within  the  district  of  the  Dublin  metropolis,  or  within  three  miles  thereof,  to  require 
the  borrower,  by  notice,  to  redeem  within  fourteen  days.  These  notices  they  are  directed  to 
have  served  by  the  register,  to  whom  they  are  to  give  a fee  of  3cZ.  for  each  notice  served, 
where  the  principal  sum  lent  amounts  to  4s.,  and  does  not  exceed  20s.,  and  4 d.  if  over  20s. 

These  fees  for  serving  the  notices  had  been  commuted  many  years  since,  by  arrangement 
between  the  marshal  and  pawnbrokers,  for  a fixed  sum  of  5Z.  a year,  and  remained  fixed  at 
that  sum  until  the  present  marshal  came  into  office.  He  has  raised  the  annual  composition 
to  6Z.  from  each.  For  this  sum  the  marshal  undertakes  to  have  all  services  effected  upon 
a certain  day,  from  which  the  pawnbrokers  date  the  fourteen  days  to  redeem,  and  he  employs 
a person  to  perform  that  duty ; but  neither  the  pawnbroker  nor  the  marshal  makes  any  inquiry 
as  to  whether  the  notice  has  been  actually  served  or  not. 

Each  of  these  four  auctioneers  is  required,  by  section  18,  to  keep  an  exact  account  of  the 
amount  of  goods  sold  for  each  pawnbroker  in  each  month,  and  to  make  monthly  returns  of 
such  accounts  to  the  register  for  the  time  being  (upon  oath  if  required)  under  a penalty  of 
40s.  for  each  default ; and  the  marshal  is  required  to  annex  abstracts  thereof  to  the  pawn- 
broker’s returns,  before  referred  to,  and  deliver  them  therewith  for  the  inspection  of  either 
House  of  Parliament. 

These  returns  are  not  made  or  demanded. 

The  marshal  does  not  act  as  auctioneer,  but  farms  out  his  office  at  3Z.  a week,  besides 
having  received  a gratuity  of  75Z.  upon  the  appointment.  The  deputation  to  the  acting 
auctioneer  is  for  his  (the  marshal’s)  life,  and  is  made,  we  presume,  under  colour  of  that 
section  of  the  statute  which  authorizes  the  appointment  of  sworn  clerks  or  assistants. 

The  lessee  of  the  office  of  auctioneer  is  permitted  to  regulate  the  place  and  mode  of  sale 
in  any  manner  which  his  interest  may  dictate,  unchecked  either  by  the  enforcement  of  the 
returns  commanded  by  the  statute,  or  by  the  personal  superintendence  of  the  marshal. 

The  marshal  in  no  way  interferes  in  the  business  of  the  sales  by  auction  ; he  rarely  even 
visit®  the  sale-room,  and  requires  no  account  from  the  lessee.  . 

From  the  different  sources  of  emolument  connected  with  his  office  the  marshal  derives  a 
net  income,  after  payment  of  his  clerks  and  messenger,  of  about  650Z.  a year. 

The  duties  of  his  office  as  auctioneer  of  forfeited  pledges  are,  as  we  have  seen,  entirely 
performed  by  deputy.  For  those  of  the  office  of  register  of  pawnbrokers  he  receives  con- 
siderably greater  fees  than  are  prescribed  by  statute,  and  from  persons  whose  observance  of 
the  law  in  other  particulars  he  himself  is,  to  some  extent,  bound  to  see  enforced.  These  two 
branches  of  the  office  of  marshal  appear  thus  to  confer  on  that  officer  a very  considerable 
rncome,  without,  in  our  judgment,  any  adequate  return  of  useful  service  to  the  public. 

lhere  is  some  pecuniary  responsibility  attached  to  the  office,  and,  as  auctioneer  of  pledges, 
the  marshal  is  bound  to  give  security  himself  in  1,OOOZ.,  with  three  sureties  for  3U0Z.  each, 
hi  addition  to  the  bond  for  2,000 Z.  given  by  him  as  marshal  to  the  corporation.  . 

Inch,  and  in  some  respects  conflicting  evidence  was  given  before  us  on  the  mode  or  con- 
ducting  sales  of  forfeited  pledges  by  the  fanner  of  the  office  of  auctioneer,  under  the 

3r  by  tbe  sword-bearer  and  other  divisional  auctioneers  or  their  u assistants. 

M.  C.  I.  F 
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REPORTS  FROM  COMMISSIONERS  ON 

They  are  held  in  obscure  parts  of  the  city:  all  valuable  articles,  such  as  plate,  jewellery, 
&c  are  sold  bv  night : there  is  not  any  catalogue  prepared  or  used  ; in  some  instances  the 
sale  is  not  advertised,  and  there  is  no  notice  of  it  in  any  case  given  to  the  public  in  the 
manner  usual  at  other  auctions,  by  having  it  announced  by  a person  stationed  in  the  street 
The  auction-rooms  are  represented  to  be  quite  unfit  for  the  reception  of  respectable  persons, 
and  it  appears  that,  in  some  instances,  the  principal  sale,  that  of  plate,  jewellery,  Sec.  takes 
place  at  the  remote  end  of  the  room  ; while  the  part  nest  the  entrance  is  occupied  by  a crowd 
of  persons,  assembled  at  a separate  auction  of  forfeited  wearing  apparel  and  such  cheaper 
articles,  so  as  to  make  it  difficult  for  a stranger  to  know  or  see  what  is  going  on  inside,  or  to 
get  through  the  intervening  crowd. 

By  the  auctioneers  the  sales  by  night  are  represented  as  beneficial,  as  inducing  the  attend- 
ance-7 of  persons  in  trade,  who  could  not  with  convenience  attend  the  sales  if  held  during  the 
day  ; but  the  persons  who  so  attend  are  usually  those  who  purchase  to  sell  again,  and  who  of 
course  cannot  be  expected  to  offer  as  advantageous  terms  for  the  sellers  as  would  be  obtained 
from  the  general  competition  of  the  pubm:.  The  system  of  sale  is,  in  other  respects,  calcu- 
lated more  for  the  interest  of  such  buyers  than  of  any  others  ; as  it  is  admitted  that  articles 
of  plate,  jewellery,  &c.  are  put  up  to  sale  as  they  come  from  the  pawnbrokers  without  being 
previously  cleaned,  so  that  persons  unacquainted  with  the  trade  have  no  means  of  forming 
an  opinion  of  their  value.  The  public  have  in  fact  no  opportunity  of  previous  inspection 
or  examination  of  the  articles  to  be  sold,  nor  any  notice  of  the  particular  objects  to  be 
disposed  of.  They  are  sent  in  just  before  the  sale  from  the  pawnbroker’s  office,  and  handed 
to  the  auctioneer  by  the  pawnbroker's  clerk  as  be  proceeds  in  the  sale. 

The  attendance  of  the  class  of  buyers  we  have  mentioned,  and  who  may  be  said  nearly  to 
monopolize  the  purchases,  is  encouraged  by  a system  adopted  by  the  auctioneers  of  giving- 
credit  to  such  persons : this  credit  generally  varies  from  three  to  five  months. 

These  persons  are  familiarly  termed  “jobbers.” 

They  act  as  a body,  and  attend  at  every  sale.  Should  any  stranger  (not  one  of  the  body) 
attempt  to  purchase,  it  is  alleged  that  they  raise  the  article  far  beyond  its  real  value,  and  thus 
deter  strangers  from  bidding  for  valuable  articles  at  those  sales. 

An  impression  exists,  and  was  conveyed  to  us  in  evidence,  that,  as  the  auctioneers  give 
long  credit  to  these  jobbers,  they  are  naturally  interested  in  securing  their  own  re-payment  by 
letting  them  have  the  articles  set  up  to  auction  upon  the  most  reasonable  terms. 

The  imputation  of  collusion  between  auctioneers,  pawnbrokers,  and  jobbers  at  those  sales, 
was  however  strongly  denied  on  the  part  of  the  auctioneers,  and  they  alleged  that  the  articles 
sold  at  them  often  brought  more  than  the  real  value.  We  have  not  the  means  of  ascertaining 
the  accuracy  of  this  representation  in  detail,  but  it  was  admitted  that  the  articles  sold  rarely 
produced  more  than  the  sum  advanced  on  them  by  the  pawnbroker, — a fact  which,  it  was 
represented,  was  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  circumstance  that  the  articles  brought  to  sale,  as 
forfeited  pledges,  were  generally  those  on  which  the  pawnbrokers  had  made  improvident 
advances  ; but  which  may  be  at  least  equally  well  explained  by  the  absence  of  any  parly 
having  an  adequate  interest  to  advance  the  biddings  after  they  reach  the  sum  sufficient  to  meet 
the  pawnbroker’s  demand. 

By  this  monopoly  of  the  places  of  auctioneers  of  forfeited  pledges  all  competition  oil  the 
part  of  other  auctioneers  for  these  sales  is  excluded,  and  in  the  places,  time  and  conduct  of  the 
sales  the  interest  of  the  owners  of  the  property  sold  is,  we  apprehend,  but  little  regarded. 
The  appointees  of  the  offices,  by  the  system  of  farming  them  to  the  te  assistants,”  reduce 
them  to  places  of  sinecure  emolument  to  themselves,  abandoning  all  attention  to  the  conduct 
of  an  establishment,  which,  if  it  be  permitted  at  all  on  the  present  exclusive  system,  ought  to 
be  watched  with  vigilance  for  the  protection  of  the  poorer  classes  of  society.  The 
importance  of  these  situations  may  be  judged  of  by  the  fact,  that  the  profits  of  the  fanning 
auctioneers  are  stated  to  average  from  8001.  to  1,000/.  a year,  in  each  of  the  two  best 
divisions — those  of  the  marshal  and  sword-bearer ; and  from  300/.  to  800/.  in  each  of  the 
two  olhers. 

In  the  places  and  condition  of  the  auction- rooms,  the  practice  of  night-sales,  the  want  of 
proper  catalogues  of  the  articles  to  be  sold,  and  the  absence  of  fit  opportunity  for  public 
inspection  and  examination  of  the  articles,  and  fair  competition  for  their  purchase,  the 
present  system  of  these  auctions  is  highly  objectionable.  Whether,  in  addition  to  such 
regulations  as  would  check  these  prominent  abuses,  it  may  not  be  expedient  altogether  to 
abolish  the  present  monopoly  of  such  auctions,  is  matter  for  serious  consideration. 

SI.  The  Water-Bailiffs  are  styled  in  au  ancient  Act  of  Assembly,  A.  d.  1558,  the  under 
sheriffs  of  the  city. 

The  present  functions  of  these  officers,  in  relation  to  the  administration  of  justice,  are 
very  limited;  consisting  merely  of  occasional  assistance  to  the  sergeant-at-mace,  in  the  exe- 
cution of  the  process  of  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Sheriff’s  Court,  on  the  river,  and  that  part  of 
the  Bay  of  Dublin  which  is  considered  as  comprised  within  the  limits  of  the  county  of  the 
city.  They  are  sometimes,  but  not  generally,  named  in  the  warrant.  The  process  is  in  fact 
executed  by  the  sergeants-at-mace ; the  water-bailiffs  only  attending,  as  they  state,  to  lega- 
lize it  by  their  presence. 

They  demand  for  this  service  generally  a fee  of  1/.,  which  they  require  to  be  paid  before 
going  out  with  the  sergeants-at-mace.  If  the  amount  of  the  sum  in  the  process  is  large,  they 
require  5 per  cent,  on  the  first  100/.,  and  2 J per  cent,  on  every  100/.  over  that  sum-  The 
actual  business  of  these  officers  in  this  branch  of  their  functions  is  inconsiderable.  The  average 
amount  of  annual  fees  from  the  execution  of  process  was  stated  to  be  little  more  than  51. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


39  DUBLIN. 


MUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS  IN  IRELAND. 


The  Act  of  Assembly  of  1558  (temp.  Eliz.)  declares  that  tile  water-bailiffs  bein- under-  CORPORATE  BODY, 
sheriffs  of  the  city,  shall  take  by  attachment  of  a citizen,  by  the  queen's  process,  only  8i. 
sterling. 

The  water-bailiffs  summon  the  lord  mayor  and  board  of  aldermen  to  all  meetings  which  the 
lord  mayor  and  aldermen  should  attend.  They  act  in  this  branch  of  their  duty  under  the 
directions  of  the  lord  mayor.  We  do  not  find  that  they  receive  for  tile  performance  of  It  any 
specific  remuneration.  J 

The  most  important  branch  of  the  functions  of  these  officers  relates  to  the  coal  trade  of  the 
city  of  Dublin.  They  appear,  in  the  Act  of  Assembly  of  1558,  already  referred  to,  to  have 
been  considered  entitled  to  certain  duties  for  “ plankage”  and  “ balliage:”  the  former  appa- 
rently, for  the  use  of  planks  supplied  by  them  to  the  vessels  frequenting  the  port;  the  latter 
term  we  are  unable  to  trace  the  interpretation  of.  They,  at  the  present  day,  supply  to  all  ' 
coal  vessels,  discharging  in  Dublin,  scales  and  weights ; and  until  the  statutes  against  the  sale 
of  coals  by  measure,  they  supplied  them  with  tubs  to  measure  the  quantity  delivered.  The 
owners  of  these  vessels  are  not,  it  is  understood,  bound  to  make  use  of  the  weights,  &c.  sup- 
plied by  the  water-bailiffs,  and  during  the  suspension  of  the  collection  of  the  dues  called  slip- 
page and  anchorage,  in  1827,  and  succeeding  years,  while  the  right  of  the  corporation  to  them 
was  in  question,  some  coal  vessels  brought  over  measures  of  their  own,  and  refused  to  use  those 
of  the  water-bailiffs.  They  now,  however,  very  generally  use  the  weights  and  scales  so 
supplied. 

The  emoluments  of  the  water-bailiffs  are  chiefly  derived  from  a tax  levied  by  the  corporation 
on  all  colliers  of  5s.  6 \d.  for  each  trip,  and  front  a proportion  of  a charge,  called  chapter  and 
guild,  made  on  all  vessels  once  in  each  year.  These  dues  are  collected  with  the  charges  for 
slippage  and  anchorage  made  by  the  corporation,  and  the  water-bailiffs  are  paid  their  propor- 
tion of  them  by  the  city  treasurer.  The  water-bailiffs  also  charge  a shilling  with  each  set  of 
.scales  and  weights  for  providing  slings,  without  which  the  scales  and  weights  would  be 
useless. 

The  charge  of  5 s.  6 U.,  called  water-bailiff’s  fees,  and  the  fee  called  “ chapter  and  guild,” 
are  levied  from  the  coal  vessels,  whether  they  use  the  scales,  & c.  supplied  by  those  officers 
or  do  not. 

We  shall  advert  more  particularly  to  these,  and  the  other  charges  made  by  the  corporation 
aud  their  officers,  on  shipping,  in  a subsequent  part  of  this  Report. 

The  proportion  of  the  fee,  now  called  chapter  and  guild,  payable  to  .the  water-bailiffs,  was 
fixed  by  the  Act  of  Assembly  of  1558  at  one-third ; it  is  therein  called  chapman  guild.  The 
remaining  two-thirds  are  paid  to  the  sheriffs  aud  recorder. 

The  amount  of  the  sums  paid  to  the  water-bailiffs  from  these  fees  in  the  last  three  years 
were, — J 

Year  ending  28th  September,  1832,  to  each  water-bailiff  £239  7 4J 
„ „ 1833  „ 231  4 6' 

» „ 1834  „ 213  5 8\ 


The  scales,  weights,  &c.  are  considered  the  private  property  of  the  water-bailiffs.  The 
present  stock  of  those  articles  was  represented  to  us  as  having  cost  them  about  2001.  The 
rent  of  an  office  kept  by  them  on  the  quay,  and  the  supply  and  repairs  of  the  scales,  weights, 
&c.  form  the  only  necessary  expenditure  of  the  situation. 

They  attend  the  office  in  person.  It  is  open  from  ten  to  four  o’clock  through  the  year. 

The  ancient  Act  of  Assembly  we  have  referred  to  contains  a specification  of  various  dues 
provided  for  the  water  bailiff,  out  of  cargoes  of  salt,  coals,  herrings,  oysters,  ling,  and  other 
nsh,  slates,  corn,  flesh,  apples,  victuals,  wine,  iron,  and  wood,  and  a fee  of  4 d.  for  every  horse 
to  the  city  to  be  sold ; and  4 d.  of  every  person  admitted  to  the  freedom  of  the  city, 
and  4r/.  of  every  vessel  for  perching.  We  have  not  any  evidence  of  the  demand  or  existence 
of  any  such  dues  in  modern  times. 


82.  The  Functions  of  the  Sergeants  at  Mace  have  been  alluded  to  in  our  account  of  those  of  Sergeants  at  Mace, 
ie  marshal  and  water-bailiffs.  They  consist,  altogether  in  the  execution  of  the  process  of  the  ^unc^ons  “»  ®sc* 
hity  Record  Court. 

They  give  security  to  the  corporation,  with  two  sureties,  to  the  amount  of  £250. 

Complaints  were  stated  to  be  made  against  these  officers,  both  by  plaintiffs  and  defendants : 
y the  former,  for  not  removing  goods  attached  in  proper  time  to  the  marshal’s  stores,  or 
or  removing  them  to  other  places ; also  for  not  arresting  defendants  when  they  had  an 
opportunity.  J 

A sergeant  at  mace  was  stated  to  have  been  lately  dismissed,  for  pawning  a pair  of  gates 

seized  by  him  under  an  attachment. 

The  complaints  by  defendants  are  stated  to  have  been,  for  taking  more  goods  than 
eeessary,  under  attachments,  or  removing  the  goods  attached  before  the  time  prescribed  by 
the  rules  of  the  court  (four  hours)  had  expired. 

o instance  was  mentioned  of  their  • security  bonds  having  been  put  in  suit,  though  it  was 
n e * • aPP^cati°ns  had  been  made  to  the  town  clerks  for  the  names  of  the  sureties, 

^anj  instance  of  a complaint,  preferred  to  the  court,  and  not  attended  to. 

...  e.  em°tuments  of  these  officers  are  derived  from  fees  on  the  execution  of  the  process 

entrusted  to- them. 

"S16  Secretary  to. the  Lord  Mayor  attends  on  the  Lord  Mayor  at  the  Mansion-house,  Secretary  to  the 
^0  performs  the  general  duties  of  a secretary  to  that  officer. 

that  co  rf- ,repster  the  court  called  the  Lord  Mayor’s  Court,  and  acts  as  such,  when  3 ’ 

u is  held  at  the  Mansion-house:  when  the  court  is  held  in  Green-street  the  duties 
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Register  of  the 
Lord  Mayor's  Court. 


Register  of  the 
Court  of  Con- 
science. 


Bailiffs  of  .the  Court 
of  Conscience. 


Crier  of  the  Court 
of  Quarter  Sessions. 


Governor  of 
Newgate. 


Keeper  of  the 
Sheriff s Prison. 


Keeper  of  the 
Marshalsea. 


of  register  are  performed  by  the  person  who  is  generally  styled  the  register  of  the  Lori 
Mayor's  Court,  but  who  is,  in  fact,  merely  an  assistant  to  the  secretary,  at  a weekly  salary 
The  secretary  affixes  the  Lord  Mayor’s  seal  to  documents  to  be  used  abroad,  and  to  the 
warrants  of  the  collectors  of  grand  jury  cess,  and  appointments  of  the  deputy  clerks  of  the 
market,  and  other  officers  mentioned  in  our  account  of  the  functions  of  the  Lord  Mayor 
He  prepares  and  countersigns  the  several  certificates  and  licences  there  also  mentioned. 

We  have  noticed  in  our  account  of  the  functions  of  the  Lord  Mayor,  the  arrangements 
sometimes  made  with  the  secretary  by  farming  the  office  to  him  at  fixed  sums.  The3 emolu- 
ments of  the  office  of  secretary  from  the  various  official  fees  there  mentioned  were  described 
to  us  by  a gentleman  who  had  held  it  for  10  years,  as  averaging,  after  discharging  the 
expenses  of  stationery,  printing,  and  clerks,  about  £250.  He  did  not  farm  the  office^  but 
in  all  those  years  (except  two  in  which  he  acted  without  emolument)  he  received  the  fees  to 
his  own  use.  The  profits  of  the  office  have  since  considerably  increased,  it  having  been 
farmed  of  late  years  for  so  liigh  a sum  as  £350. 

This  subject,  and  the  fees  of  this  office,  will  be  further  noticed  in  the  subsequent  part  of 
this  Report  which  relates  to  the  Lord  Mayor’s  Court. 


84.  The  assistant,  who  is,  as  we  have  observed,  usually  styled  the  Register  of  the  Lord  Mayor’? 
Court,  issues  the  summonses  and  warrants,  and  prepares  and  enters  the  decrees  of  that  court 
while  sitting  in  Green-street.  He  receives  the  fees  of  the  court,  but  pays  them  over  to  the 
Lord  Mayor’s  secretary,  retaining  his  own  weekly  salary,  which  is  only  16.?.  3d.  He  has 
also  the  use  of  a house  attached  to  the  Mansion-house,  and  is  supplied  with  coals. 

85.  The  Register  of  the  Court  of  Conscience  enters  the  proceedings  of  that  court. 

He  is  paid  a salary  of  £45  10.?.  by  the  president  of  the  court,  and  derives  an  additional 
income  of  about  £260  a-year  from  his  proportion  of  the  court  fees,  which  will  be  stated  in 
our  account  of  this  court.  The  register  appears  also,  in  several  years,  to  have  received  the 
fees  paid  by  the  bailiffs  of  the  court  on  their  appointment,  as  presently  noticed. 

86.  The  Bailiffs  of  the  Court  of  Conscience  execute  the  process  of  that  court.  They  have  for 
some  years  paid  the  sum  of  £5  each  for  their  appointment  to  the  register  of  the  court.  The 
sum  paid  was  formerly  only  £1. 

Their  emoluments  are  derived  from  fees,  and  a poundage  on  warrants  issued  under  {he 
decrees  of  the  court.  This  poundage  is  very  considerable.  We  refer  to  the  part  of  this 
Report  relating  to  the  court  for  the  particulars  of  it  and  their  fees.  A gentleman  who  acted 
as  register  to  this  court  for  six  years,  stated  that  he  had  reason  to  believe  some  of  the  bailiffs 
had  become  very  rich  while  in  office,  and  that,  he  thought  they  made  money  by  indulging  the 
parties.  They-  sometimes  give  security  for  the  performance  of  their  duty,  and  their 'sureties 
have  been  proceeded  against  in  the  court,  and  sums  recovered  from  them  which  had  been  lost 
by  the  default,  or  misconduct,  of  their  principals. 

8/ . The  Crier  of  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  is  remunerated  by  a presentment  of  the 
quarter  sessions  grand  jury,  which  amounts  to  £48  per  annum,  and  by  presentments,  in  lieu  of 
fees,  on  prisoners  convicted ; which,  with  the  salary,  make  the  yearly  emoluments  of  the  office 
about.  £_o0.  He  was  formerly  paid  a salary  of  £5  a-year  by  the  corporation. 

8S.  The  Governor  of  the  Gaol  of  Newgate  is  the  chief  officer  of  that  prison. 

He  is  paid  a salary  of  £400  per  annum  by  presentment  of  the  terra  grand  jury  of  the 
county  of  the  city  of  Dublin.  Presentments  are  also  made  to  him,  under  the  Act  abolishing 
Wo  - in,/eeS  °n  P“soner®  convicted.  The  amount  is  uncertain.  It  was  in  the  yearlS33 
±1 J3  os.  lOd.  He  also  receives  by  presentment  the  sum  of  £50  a-year  in  lieu  of  room-rent, 
and  has  allowances  of  bread  and  other  necessaries. 

89.  The  salary  of  the  Keeper  of  the  Sheriff's  Prison  has  been  fixed  by  the  term  grand  jury 
tor  the  county  of  the  city  at  £500  per  annum,  under  the  7 Geo.  IV.  c.  74,  s.  129.  By  that 
sfcn°n  l*  ls  F0^T-ed’  that,  if  the  amount  of  rents  and  fees  to  be  established  for  the  prison 
toy  tlie  Court  ot  Kings  Bench  under  the  next  preceding  section  of  the  Act)  shall  at  any 
mie  appear  to  the  graud  jury  to  fall  short  of  the  amount  necessary  to  provide  a sufficient 
salary  to  the  keeper  of  it,  together  with  sufficient  sums  for  the  payment  of  the  hatchmen,  and 
other  officers  and  servants  necessary  for  the  safe  custody  of  the  prisoners,  or  the  discipline  of 
the  deficiency6  °rand  JutT>  at  each  presenting  term,  may  present  the  sum  necessary  to  supply 


A!  i f . s fces„has  l>een  approved  by  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench,  according  t 
, ? ^nt“  and  fe«  collected  by  the  keeper  are  from  £350  to  £370  a-year,  and  th 

salary  has  been,  therefore,  made  up  by  the  grand  jury  to  the  above  snm.  The  scale  t 
rents  is  fixed  as  for  tmftirmshed  apartments.  There  are  five  rooms  furnished  by  the  keepei 
for  which  he  charges  higher  rates,  as  such,  than  those  fixed  by  the  court,  but  only  return 
S™, lh5f  ani 1 JUMs^°du0‘nS  the  rate.  This  office!  gives  security  to  thesheri® 
himself  in  the  sum  of  £8,000,  and  three  sureties  to  the  amount  of  £7,000. 

Tt0‘S'  of  lhc  ci;y,mar*alsea  has  been,  as  already  observed,  separated  For  man 
years  trom  the  office  of  marshal  of  the  city. 

for^hcMfc  Ge!'  fV’  r If-  s:  126’  the  KeeP'r  of  the  City  Marshalsea  is  made  answerabl 
" * ™le-  aU  prlS.0n<;rs  therein,  and  bound  to  observe  and  perforin  th 

s>  y at  Act  required,  with  respect  to  prisons  wherein  debtors  are  confined. 

°1  the  same  Act,  this  officer  is  bound  to  observe  the  same  rules,  and  tak 
la  es  or  the  lodging  and  accommodation  of  prisoners,  in  such  sort,  and  i 
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such  manner,  as  the  marshal  of  the  Town  Court  shall  be  entitled  to  take,  save  as  mav  be 
otherwise  ordered  by  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench,  and  under  the  like  penalties  for  the  non- 
observance  of  them,  as  by  that  Act  provided  in  the  case  of  the  Marshal  of  the  Four 


Courts.  . 

The  sheriff's  prison  and  city  marshalsea  are,  by  sec.  139,  excepted  from  all  the  enact- 
ments of  the  statute,  except  such  as  expressly  relate  to  those  prisons,  and  such  as  require  a 
supply  of  dresses,  diet,  and  furniture,  to  poor  persons,  and  except  such  enactments  as  relate 
to  the  authority  of  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench,  and  regulate  the  office  and  authority  of  the 
inspectors  general  of  prisons. 

Those  prisons  are  therefore  not  within  the  136th  section  of  the  statute,  which  extends  to 
prisoners  for  debt,  the  1,  2 Geo.  IV.  c.  77,  for  the  abolition  of  gaol  fees. 

The  keeper  of  the  city  marshalsea  receives  a salary  of  £29  10j.  9 d.  from  the  corporation. 
His  other  emoluments  are  derived  from  fees,  and  from  the  rents  of  the  apartments  in  the 


prison. 

The  fees  demanded  by  him  are  : 


On  a warrant  of  committal,  under  a decree  of  the  Court  of 

Conscience -026 

Ditto  on  a committal  on  mesne,  or  final,  process  of  the  City 

Record  Court 068 

On  decrees  of  the  County  Civil  Bill  Court,  backed  by  the 

sheriffs  of  the  city 068 


The  fees  of  the  marshal,  as  keeper  of  the  city  marshalsea,  and  the  rates  for  lodging  in  the 
marshalsea,  were  first  regulated  by  the  10  Will.  III.  c.  9,  sec.  12,  13,  the  former  of  which 
sections  enacts,  that  the  following  fees,  and  no  other,  shall  be  taken  by  the  marshal,  viz. 

£ s.  d. 

For  every  prisoner  committed  to  his  custody  on  an  action 

out  of  the  Tholsel  Court  - - - - - 026 

Committed  by  the  lord  mayor  for  petty  debts  - - - 0 10 

And  the  latter  section  provides  that  the  marshal  shall  observe  the  same  rules,  and  take 
the  same,  and  no  greater  rates,  for  the  lodging  and  accommodation  of  prisoners,  as  by  that 
\ Act.  appointed  for  the  marshal  of  the  Four  Courts. 

This  statute,  with  many  others  relating  to  prisons,  was  repealed  by  the  50  Geo.  III. 
c.  103,  but  the  provisions  of  it,  as  to  the.  marshal’s  fees,  and  rates,  were  re-enacted  by  the 
78th  and  79th  sections  of  this  latter  Act,  which  give  the  same  fees,  and  no  other. 

The  50 Geo.  III.  c.  103,  was  repealed  by  the  7 Geo.  IV.  c.  74,  but  this  last  statute  does 
not  contain  any  section  respecting  the  fees  to  be  taken  by  the  marshal.  The  139th  section 
of  the  7 Geo.  IV.  c.  74,  having,  however,  excepted  the  city  marshalsea  from  all  the  enact- 
ments of  the  statute,  save  as  beforementioned,  it  would  seem  that  the  provisions  of  the 
50  Geo.  III.  c.  103,  re-enacting  the  scale  of  fees  presented  by  the  10  Will.  III.  c.  9,  are  still 
in  force.  We  have  not  found  any  authority  for  the  increase  of  the  fees,  as  now  charged, 
above  the  sums  so  prescribed. 

Although  bound,  by  the  statute,  to  regulate  his  rates  for  lodging  by  those  of  the  Four 
Courts  marshalsea,  it  was  admitted  by  the  keeper  of  the  city  marshalsea,  that  he  regulated 
his  rates  of  rent  by  custom,  that  he  was  not  aware  of  the  provisions  of  the  statute,  or  of  the 
rates  charged  in  the  Four  Courts  marshalsea. 

The  particulars  of  these  rates,  and  the  mode  of  enforcing  payment  of  them,  and  of  the  fees, 
will  be  found  in  a subsequent  part  of  this  Report. 

The  keeper  of  the  city  marshalsea  permits  prisoners,  in  custody  on  mesne  process,  to  go  out 
m the  day  time,  in  company  with  a tipstaff,  on  payment  of  a fee  of  6s.  8 d. 

He  appears  to  exercise  a discretion  as  to  whether  he  will,  or  will  not,  receive  detainers  from 
the  superior  courts  against  prisoners  in  his  custody,  and  to  consider  that  he  is  not  bound  to 
receive  them. 


The  amount  of  income  of  this  office  has  been  considerably  diminished  by  the  abolition  of 
imprisonment  on  mesne  process  for  debts  under  £20. 

His  emoluments,  from  rents*and  fees,  are  about  £250  a-year,  making,  with  his  salary 
from  the  corporation,  his  entire  income  about  £280. 

He  resides  in  the  prison. 

91.  The  Treasurer  is  the  receiver  of  the  rents  of  the  several  landed  estates  of  the  corporation 
and  of  the  Pipe  Water  rents.'  He  disburses  them  in  the  several  payments  authorized  by  the 
corporation,  and  keeps  the  accounts  of  their  revenues.  He  prepares  and  lays  before  the 
committee  of  auditors,  and  verifies  by  the  requisite  vouchers,  the  annual  general  accounts. 

This  he  is  bound  to  do  under  the  second  of  the  “ New  Rules,”  mentioned  in  our  account 
of  me  office  of  sheriff,  within  six  months  next  after  the  expiration  of  his  year  of  office. 

The  accounts  kept  by  this  officer,  and  the  system  of  accounting  now  established,  will  be 
noticed  in  a subsequent  part  of  this  Report.  It  is  sufficient  here  to  observe  that  under 
regulations  made  in  the  year  1828,  all  the  proceedings  and  accounts  in  the  treasurer’s 
epartment  are  controlled  and  checked,  weekly  and  monthly,  by  the  accountant,  who  makes 
a monthly  report  to  the  committee  of  city  leases  and  finance,  showing  the  balance  in  bank  on 
the  last  day  of  each  month. 

The  payments  made  by  the  treasurer  are  regulated  by  the  acts  of  assembly,  and  the  deeds 
ot  trust  of  the  corporation  estates  hereinafter  noticed.  The  payments  authorized  by  the  latter 
are  made  by  him  without  further  order ; those  not  so  authorized  are  not  made  without  the 
authority  of  an  act  of  assembly,  on  the  certificate  of  the  town  clerk,  or  the  warrant  of  the 
Jord  mayor. 


CORPORATE  BODY. 


Treasurer, 
functions  of,  &e. 
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Accountant. 


Architect. 

Surveyor. 


Law  Agents. 


High  Constable, 
his  functions,  &c. 


Swordbearer, 
functions  of,  &c. 


The  treasurer  gives  security,  with  two  sureties  in  £5,000,  a sum  apparently  inadequate  with 
•reference  to  the  very  large  income  (nearly  £30,000)  with  the  receipt  of  which  he  is  entrusted. 
It  is  stated  that  the  sum  of  £5,000  is  considered  the  largest  sum  that  can  possibly  be  in  hb 
hands  at  any  one  time,  but  this  assumes  (what  certainly  appears  to  have  been  the  case  in  respect 
of  the  present  officers,  since  their  appointment)  a very  faithful  and  careful  discharge  of  their 
official  duties  by  the  treasurer  and  accountant.  A former  treasurer,  before  the  present  system 
of  keeping  the  accounts  was  established,  and  when  the  auditing  committee  are  represented  as 
having  been  much  less  vigilant  than  of  late  years,  became  a defaulter  to  the  corporation  to  the 
amount  of  about  £40,000.  He  had  given  security  also  in  the  sum  of  £5,000,  and  it  seems 
•extraordinary  that  the  amount  of  security  for  this  office  was  not  then  raised. 

The  salary  paid  to  the  treasurer  by  the  corporation  is  £600  per  annum.  Of  this  £300  is 
paid  by  the  Pipe  Water  establishment.  Their  salary  is  supposed  to  include  an  allowance  of 
£100  for  clerks.  The  salary  was  formerly  £1,000  Irish  currency. 

92.  The  functions  of  the  Accountant  have  been  noticed  above  in  the  statement  of  those  of 
the  treasurer,  and  will  be  more  particularly  detailed  in  a subsequent  part  of  this  Report. 

This  officer  does  not  receive  any  salary  or  emolument  directly  as  accountant;  but  the 
same  officer  is  also  supervisor  of  the  Pipe  Water  department,  and  in  that  character  receives  a 
salary  of  £300  a-year  from  the  Pipe  Water  rents. 

93.  The  city  Architect  has  not  any  regular  salary.  He  is  remunerated  for  his  services,  as 
required,  by  payment  of  his  professional  fees. 

94.  The  Surveyor  prepares  maps  and  plans  of  the  city  estates  and  properties  as  required  by 
the  corporation,  and  plans  to  be  annexed  to  all  city  leases.  He  is  also  employed  in  surveying 
and  proving  the  state  of  premises  presented  as  nuisances  by  the  quarter  sessions  grand  jury. 

He  is  remunerated  by  the  corporation  according  to  the  business  done  for  them,  and  is 
paid  by  the  tenant  a fee  of  £2  2s.  on  every  lease.  He  is  also  paid  for  his  services  in  the 
prosecution  of  nuisances.  This  is  presented'  to  him  by  the  quarter  sessions  grand  jury. 

95.  The  Law  Agents  conduct  all  suits  in  which  the  corporation  may  be  concerned ; but  cannot 
institute  any  without  the,  authority  of  an  act  of  assembly,  except  ejectments  for  non-payment 
of' rent.  The  rents  in  arrear  are  returned  to  them  by  the  treasurer,  and  they  proceed  by 
distress  or  ejectment,  as  they  think  most  advisable. 

•They  do  not  prepare  any  of  the  corporation  leases,  but  in  case  of  sales  of  corporate 
property  to  the  Commissioners  of  Wide  Streets,  &c.  they  make  out  the  statement  of  title. 

They  have  not  any  fixed  salary,  but  are  remunerated  for  their  services  by  payment  of  bills 
of  costs  furnished  as  in  the  ordinary'  course  of  professional  business. 

96.  The  High  Constable  is  billet  master  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  and  acts  under  the  warrant 
of  the  lord  mayor  in  procuring  carriages,  &c.  for  the  military  on  march. 

He  attends  the  lord  mayor  on  occasions  of  state,  and  in  perambulating  the  city;  and  acts 
immediately  under  him  in  calling  out  the  military  force  on  occasions  of  apprehended 
commotion. 

He  also,  on  every  night  of  performance,  attends  the  theatre  royal  with  a military  guard. 

The  high  constable  is  paid  by  the- corporation  a salary  of  £73  16s.  UcZ.  a-year,  and  is 
allowed  an  office  rent  free.  The  stationery,  &c.  required  in  his  office  of  billet  master  is 
provided  by  the  corporation. 

He  is  paid  half-a-guinea  per  week  by  the  manager  of  the  theatre. 

The  duties  of  this  officer  as  billet  master  are  the  most  important  branch  of  his  functions. 
The  number  of  soldiers  billeted  in  Dublin  has  considerably  decreased  of  late  years,  from  some 
new  arrangements  made  by  Government  as  to  discharged  soldiers;  and  we  were  not  apprized 
of  any  complaint,  now  existing,  as  to  the  mode  in  which  this  part  of  the  duty  of  tliis  officer 
' is  performed.  The  class  of  persons  on  whom  soldiers  are  usually  billeted,  are  the  keepers  of 
hotels,  inns,  public- houses,  &c. ; and  the  billet  master  informed  us  that  on  being  appointed 
he  was  required  by  the  corporation  to  promise  not  to  engage  in  any  such  business.  The 
billeting  is  regulated  by  streets,  and  the  billet  master  stated  that  about  six  years  ago  he 
returned  to  Government  the  number  of  houses  liable  to  have  soldiers  billeted  on  them  as  /00. 

97.  The  Swordbearer  is  also  clerk  of  the  corn  table,  and  a divisional  auctioneer  of  forfeited 
pledges. 

His  duties  as  swordbearer  are  to  attend  the  lord  mayor,  when  called  upon,  and,  on 
occasions  of  ceremony,  to  carry  the  sword  of  state  and  cap  of  maintenance. 

He  is  paid  a salary  of  £73  16s.  lid.  by  the  corporation  as  swordbearer.  . 

The  office  of  auctioneer  of  one  of  the  divisional  auction  rooms  for  the  sale  of  forfeited 
pledges  is  farmed  out  by  him  to  an  “ assistant”  auctioneer,  for  which  he  receives  £3  per 
week,  and  he  was. paid  besides  a sum  of  £50  for  the  appointment.  He  states  that  he  fre- 
quently visits  the  auction  room,  and  looks  over  the  auction  books,  to  see  that  the  deputy  acts 
correctly  towards  the  public.  We  have  . already  stated  the  general- objections  to  the  auction 
rooms,. and  the  system  with  which  they  are  connected. 

The.  swordbearer ’s  duty,  as  clerk  of  the  corn  table,  is  to  attend  at  the  corn  exchange  on 
every  .market  day,  and  to  make  out  the  _ market  notes.  He  is  also  employed  by  the  lord 
mayor  to  calculate  the  weekly  assize  of  bread. 

This  calculation  is  made  from- the  returns  of  the  prices  of  corn,  grain,  and  flour  from  the 
. factors,  millers,  and  bakers.  It  was  stated  to  us,  by  this  officer,  that  the  calculations  are 
-■■made  with  the.greatest  accuracy  and  exactness,  and  that  the  bakers, had  a clerk  in  attendance 
on  their  behalf  to  check  them;  when  the  assize  is  struck  by  this  officer  it  is  handed  to 
lord  mayor  to  be  signed  by  liim ; and  this  regulates  the  price  of  bread  for  the  ensuing  Week- 
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As  clerk  of  the  corn  table  his  salary  is  £G0  late  currency  per  annum,  paid  by  the  corporation,  CORPORATE;BODY. 
and  lie  is  also  paid  by  them  the  sum  of  £16  16.v.  annually,  for  striking  the  assize  of  bread. 

As  clerk  of  the  corn  table  he  furnishes  the  market  notes  to  the  bakers  and  factors,  for 
which  he  is  paid  by  them  at  the  rate  of  5s.  per  hundred.  This  is  by  private  arrangement. 

He  also  returns  to  the  Irish  Government,  weekly,  the  prices  of  corn  and  grain,  for  which  he 
is  paid  by  them  live  guineas  annually. 

The  entire  annual  emoluments  of  this  office  may  be  estimated  at  £307. 

9$.  The  Mace  Bearer  appears  to  be  usually  also  officer  of  commons.  Mace  Bearer, 

As  mace  bearer  his  Functions  are  merely  ceremonial,  in  attending  the  Lord  Mayor  and  fimctions  of>  &c- 
citv  authorities  on  state  occasions. 

As  officer  of  the  commons  he  attends  the  quarter  and  other  assemblies  of  the  common 
council  to  preserve  order  and  prevent  the  intrusion  of  strangers.  He  issues  summonses  for  all 
assemblies  and  committees.  It  is  his  duty  to  have  the  Lord  Mayor’s  precepts  regularly 
Issued  to  the  proper  officers  of  the  guilds,  to  return  their  representatives  to  the  commons,  and 
the  returns  are  usually  delivered  to  him. 

This  officer  receives  a salary  of  £73  16s.  lid.  from  the  corporation.  He  is  also  paid  a 
truinea  from  each  guild  on  every  precept  issued  to  it,  and  £1  from  each  member  returned  on 
his  being  sworn  in.  The  sheriff’s  peers  also  pay  him  £1  each  every  three  years. 

He  is  also  paid  a fee  of  5s.  on  the  corporation  seal  being  affixed  to  the  city  leases,  and 
considers  himself  entitled  to  a fee  on  the  seal  being  affixed  to  any  other  instrument. 

He  appears  also,  as  we  have  already  stated,  to  be  entitled  to  a fee  of  5s.  7d.  on  the  admis- 
sion of  a freeman ; but  the  present  mace  bearer,  who  was  elected  about  two  years  since,  stated 
that  he  had  not  received  any  fees  on  the  admissions  of  freemen.  lie  calculates  his  average 
income  at  about  £200  a-year. 

99.  The  Clerks  of  the*  Commons  attend  all  meetings  of  the  common  council,  arrange  and  Clerks  of  the 
read  to  the  meeting  all  the  papers  laid  before  them,  put  the  motions,  resolutions,  &c.  in  proper  Commons- 
form,  and  advise  the  sheriffs  when  required  on  any  point  which  may  arise  in  the  assembly. 

They  enter  the  proceedings  in  the  books  of  the  commons,  and  have  the  custody  of  those 
hooks. 

The  senior  clerk  is  now  paid  a salary  of  80  guineas  per  annum.  The  junior  clerk’s  salary 
was  £20  a-year,  and  is  now  reduced  to  £16.  The  difference  of  salary  between  the  two 
clerks  in  favour  of  the  former,  appears  to  be  a personal  compliment,  to  the  present  senior 
clerk  given  to  him  about  20  years  since  for  his  long  and  faithful  services  to  the  corporation, 
with  which  he  has  been  connected  for  50  years.  The  salary  of  each  clerk  was  previously  the 
same. 


The  clerks  of  the  commons  receive  a fee  of  4.?.  7(1.  on  each  admission  of  a freeman,  and  10j. 
on  the  execution  of  every  city  lease. 

The  fees  are  divided  equally  between  the  two  clerks. 

100.  The  city  Chaplain  has  not  any  particular  functions  as  such,  and  is  not  paid  any  salary.  Chaplain. 
The  present  chaplain  is  the  iucumbent  of  one  of  the  livings  in  the  gift  of  the  corporation,  to 

which  he  was  presented  by  them  some  time  after  his  appointment  as  chaplain. 

101.  The  Beadles  attend  the  civic  authorities  on  state  occasions,  and  they  also  act  as  staffmen  Beadles, 
to  the  Lord  Mayor. 

One  of  the  beadles  is  paid  a salary  of  £12  of  the  late  currency,  the  other  £10,  by  the 
corporation. 


1 02.  The  Staffmen  attend  the  Lord  Mayor  on  his  visits  of  inspection  to  the  markets,  shops,  &c.  Staffmen. 

The  conduct  of  these  officers  in  reference  to  the  Lord  Mayor’s  Court  will  be  noticed  in  a 
subsequent  part  of  this  Report. 

10,  The  Deputy  Clerks  of  the  Market  adjust  and  seal  all  weights  and  measures  used  in  Deputy  Clerks  of 
the  county  of  the  city  of  Dublin.  the  Markets, 

a , . , T . , _ , their  functions,  Sic 

A statute  of  the  Irish  Parliament,  21,  22  Geo.  III.  c.  29,  s.  6,  provided  that  all  weights  and 
pleasures  used  in  tile  county  of  Dublin  should  be  sealed  by  the  same  persons  by  whom  they 
ere  sealed  in  the  city.  That  provision  was  temporary,  and  lias  long  expired. 

They  accompany  the  Lord  Mayor  in  his  visits  to  the  markets,  shops,  &c.  where  weights 
n measures  are  used  for  sale  of  any  commodities,  and  take  charge  of  all  weights  and 
pe  SUref  se,zecj  by  him  as  unlawful,  and  receive  the  lines  imposed  by  the  Lord  Mayor  on  the 
weiahT  °”i  *n  Possessi°n.  of  them.  It  appears  that  these  officers  have,  at  times,  seized 
g s w ithout  the  presence  of  the  Lord  Mayor  or  of  any  of  the  market  jury, 
ilm  ^ sc^  "'eights  and  measures,  a practice  which  is  complained  of  as  inconsistent  with 
ire  discharge  of  the  duties  of  their  office. 

following  is  the  table  of  fees  hitherto  charged  by  these  officers  : 


Q I-  10.  S.  U. 

toeahng  for  the  trade,  metal  weights  of  - 56  - 0 4 

„ - - 28  -04 

„ - 14  - 0 3 

„ 7 -03' 

„ 4 0 2 • 

„ 2 0 2 
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CORPORATE BODY. 


Other  Officers 
connected  with  the 
Markets. 


Officers  connected 
with  the  Pipe  Water 
Establishment. 


Freemen, 
Privileges  of. 


Criminal  Juris- 
diction. 


reports  from  commissioners  on 


lb. 

Sealing  brass  weights  for  the  public  and  trade,  each 
weight  - - - • " ’ ' " 

Adjusting,  sealing,  leading,  &c.  metal  weights,  sent 
by  the  public  28 

. 14 

...  7 

4 


s.  d. 

0 2 

1 3 
0 10 
0 8 
0 6 
0 4 


Sealing  pewter  and  tin  measures  from  one  quart 
down  to  half  a noggin,  each 
Sealing  and  trying  copper  measures 


5 gallons  - 
1 ditto 
quart 

All  weights  sent  by  the  public  to  be  tried  and  found 
correct,  for  stamping  - - * 

The  statute  4,  5 Will.  IV.  c.  49,  regulating  the  appointment  of  Inspectors  of  weights  and 
measures,  and  establishing  a schedule  of  fees  for  the  above  purposes,  was  passed  subsequent 
to  the  conclusion  of  our  Inquiry. 


0 2 


104.  The  statement  of  the  functions  and  emoluments  of  the  other  Officers,  above  enumerated 
as  connected  with  the  Markets  of  Dublin,  namely. 

The  Inspector  of  the  haymarket, 

Clerks,  or  weiglimasters,  of  the  haymarket, 

Weighmasters  of  the  butter  crane, 

Weighmaster  of  the  green  hide  crane, 

will  be  more  conveniently  reserved  to  the  subsequent  portion  of  this  ^Report  which  describes 
the  several  markets. 


105.  The  consideration  of  the  functions  of  the  several  Officers  connected  with  the  Pipe  Water 
Establishment  is  also,  we  think,  more  properly  to  be  referred  to  our  account  of  that  branch 
of  the  city  estates,  and  the  local  taxation  of  Dublin.  We  shall  here  merely  repeat  the  names 
of  those  officers,  and  state  the  salaries  payable  to  each  : 


Master  of  the  Works 

£ s. 
none. 

d. 

Engineer  .... 

- 230 

15 

4 

Storekeeper  (also  Book-keeper)  - 

92 

6 

0 

Inspector  of  Collectors 
Collectors,  a poundage. ' 

- 1S4 

12 

4 

Supervisor  - 

- 300 

0 

0 

Overseer  - - - 

- 110 

15 

4 

Inspector  of  Turncocks 

- 110 

15 

4 

106.  The  Privileges  and  Functions  of  the  Freemen  in  the  election  of  members  of  the  com- 
mon council  have  been  stated. 

Such  of  them  as  have  been  duly  registered  under  the  Reform  Act,  and  are  resident  within 
seven  statute  miles  of  the  sessions  house  in  Green  Street,  are  entitled  to  vote  at  elections  for 
the  Members  of  Parliament  for  the  city. 

They  were  exempt  from  the  city  customs,  when  collected. 

They  are  entitled  to  appear,  without  giving  special  bail,  to  process  against  their  persons  in 
the  City  Record  Court. 


IV.  JURISDICTION. 

107.  The  Jurisdiction  of  the  magistracy  of  the  county  of  the  city  of  Dublin  is  exclusive  of 
the  magistrates  of  the  county  at  large. 

To  a certain  extent,  the  magistrates  of  the  county  of  the  city  have  jurisdiction  in  die 
county’  of  Dublin,  under  the  peculiar  provision  of  the  33  Geo.  II.  c.  16,  which  makes  them 
justices  of  the  liberties,  but  without  power  to  sit  at  any  sessions  of  the  peace  for  the  county- 

The  earliest  express  grant  we  have  found  of  criminal  jurisdiction  to  the  corporal? 
authorities,  is  in  the  charter  of  7 Henry  V.,  which  constituted  the  mayor  and  bailiffs  jns 
of  the  peace,  and  of  labourers.  This  was  followed  by  the  charter  of  2 Richard  III-j  B5a  j* 
the  mayor  and  recorder  justices  of  oyer  and  terminer,  and  gaol  delivery,  within  the  city, 
suburbs,  and  franchises,  as  well  by  land  as  by  sea,  and  on  the  fresh  water,  with  liberty  to  o 
the  city  gaol. 

The  next  charter  relating  to  this  subject  is  that  of  17  Charles  I.,  which  declared 
mayor,  recorder,  and  six  senior  aldermen,  who  had  served  the  office  of  mayor,  shout 
justices  of  the  peace  within  the  city,  and  that  they,  or  any  four  of  them,  of  whom  the  roa. 
or  recorder  should  be  one,  should  be  justices  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  gaol  delivery..  « 

The  charter  of  1 Geo.  II.  extended  the  provisions  of  the  17  Charles  I.,  by  granting  tna 
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the  aldermen  who  had  served  the  office  of  mayor,  or  been  excused  from  serving  it  on 
payment  of  a fine,  should  be  justices  of  the  peace. 

1 The  statute  33  Geo.  II.  c.  16,  finally  conferred  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  on  all  the 
aldermen  of  the  city. 

The  19th  section  of  this  statute  provided  that  the  lord  mayor  or  recorder  and  any  two  of 
the  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  city,  should  have  power  to  hear  and  determine  all  matters 
which  the  lord  mayor,  or  recorder,  and  any  three  justices  could  hear  and  determine. 

108.  Under  the  authority  of  this  last  provision  the  present  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Court  of  Quarter 
Peace  for  the  county  of  the  city  appears  to  be  held,  and  accordingly  it  is  considered  necessary  Sessions, 
that  two  aldermen  should  attend  with  the  mayor,  or  recorder,  to  constitute  the  court.  J 

We  have  noticed,  in  our  account  of  the  functions  of  the  aldermen,  the  mode  in  which  this  finises  of 
duty  has  been  performed  by  them.  • n 

The  whole  effective  business  of  the  court  is  clone  by  the  recorder. 

The  lord  mayor  has  not  latterly  presided,  except  at  the  opening  of  the  sessions,  upon  the 
quarter  day;  and  the  attendance  of  the  aldermen  appears,  in  fact,  to  be  little  more  than 
ceremonial,  while  their  want  of  punctuality  has  not  unfrequently  produced  public  inconve- 
nience by  delaying  the  proceedings. 

No  attempt  has  been  made  to  dispense,  in  practice,  with  the  attendance  of  the.  aldermen,  by 
acting  on  the  39  Geo.  III.  c.  55,  s.  4,  which  empowers  the  recorder,  or  his  sufficient  deputy 
being  a barrister  of  six  years’  standing,  to  preside  at  all  quarter  sessions,  and  adjournments 
thereof,  although  the  chief,  or  other  magistrates,  should  not  be  able  to  attend  the  same 

Some  of  the  formal  business  of  the  court  has  been  done  before  the  lord  mayor  and' aider- 
men  alone ; but  no  trial  can  (under  the  provisions  of  the  statute  39  Geo.  III.  c.  55)  be 
proceeded  upon  without  the  presence  of  the  recorder,  or  his  deputy,  appointed  under  the 
21,  22  Geo.  III.  c.  42,  s.  5,  as  noticed  in  our  account  of  the  election  of  the  recorder. 


The  Jurisdiction  of  this  court  was,  originally,  limited  to  the  trial  of  crimes  and  offences  Jurisdiction 
committed  within  the  county  of  the  city  of  Dublin ; but.  has  been  extended  by  the  Dublin 
Police  Act,  48  Geo.  III.  c.  140,  s.  57,  to  all  crimes  and  offences  committed  in  any  place 
situate  in  or  upon  the  circular  road,  or  any  place  within  the  limits  circumscribed  by  that 
road.  (See  ante,  title  Limits.)  j 

All  crimes  and  offences  committed  within  these  limits,  except  treason,  are  within  the 
cognizance  and  jurisdiction  of  this  court.  In  practice  the  trial  of  offences  of  a serious 
nature  is  reserved  for  the  Commission  Court,  held  before  two  of  the  judges  of  the  superior 
courts,  (with  whom  the  lord  mayor  is  formally  associated,)  as  noticed  in  the  statute 
2 Geo.  II.  c.  15. 

That  statute  recited  the  increase  of  murders,  felonies,  and  other  crimes,  in  the  city  and 
county  of  Dublin;  and  that  persons  committed  after  term  for  murder,  and  other  crimes,  made 
treason  by  Act  of  Parliament,  and  divers  felons  were  frequently  obliged  to  continue  in 
confinement  during  a long  vacation,  in  regard  such  traitors  and  felons  could  not  be  tried  at 
the  general  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  held  lor  the  county  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  and 
county  of  Dublin,  the  power  and  authority  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  not  extending  to  the 
toaloftreasons,  nor  to  all  felonies ; and  that  it  would  be  of  great  service  that  ttie  gaols 
should  be  frequently  cleared  of  the  prisoners,  which  could  not  be  effectually  done,  unless 
special  commissions  of  oyer  and  terminer,  and  gaol  delivery,  should  issue,  and  be  from  time 
o ime  continued  by  adjournment,  as  occasion  might  require,  for  the  trial  of  all  the  prisoners 
m e said  gaols ; and  it,  provided  that  the  place  where  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench  sat,  and 
ie  chambers  and  area  belonging  to  it,  should  be  both  in  the  county  of  the  city  of  Dublin, 
an  the  county  of  Dublin,  for  the  purpose  of  executing  such  commissions. 

similar  provision  as  to  the  sessions  house  in  Green  Street.,  where  the  Commission  Court 
now  usually  s,ts,  is  contained  in  the  statute  35  Geo.  III.  c.  25,  s.  3. 

esitle*  tr>al  of  offenders,  and  presentment  of  nuisances,  already  noticed,  the  Court  of 
uar  er  l essions  has  extensive  jurisdictions  in  cases  of  appeal  from  summary  convictions,  had 
p °re  ,.e  Clty  magistrates,  under  penal  Acts  of  Parliament;  in  granting  certificates  for 
c;_!e  ‘fences,  ana  exercising  the  various  other  authorities  conferred  on  Courts  of  Quarter 


g ■ • — V , “ cAoiui&iug  me  various  otner  auuionnes  conierreu  on  uourts  ot  yuarter 

citv  re  w*tb  tbe  exception“  of  the  registration  of  voters  for  the  county  of  the 

speci  11  u^  ln.unrier  the  Reform  Act,  which  is  now  vested,  by  the  Reform  Act,  in  a deputy, 
Dublin  ^ aPP°lnte<*  ^or  tbe  purpose,  by  the  chairman  of  the  quarter  sessions  for  the  county  of 

Partlv  jury  ak°  possesses  powers  of  presenting  money  for  certain  purposes,  already 

tn-anJ  ; ° C J,a  , more  fully  detailed  in  the  subsequent  part  of  this  Report,  relating  to  the 

grand  jury  and  other  local  taxation  of  the  city. 

by  the  Dublin  Policc  Act  of  1795,  35  Geo.  III.  c.  36,  s.  45,  that  the' 
headiou°  ,efPeace  f°r  the  county  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  and  county  of  Dublin,  should  not 
sessions  greater  length  of  time  than  from  six  weeks  to  six  weeks  ; and  that  such 

c.  140  >e  be  ^ during  the  law  terms.  This  statute  was  repealed  by  the  48  Geo.  III. 

Provision.  6 Fresent  Pobce  Act;)  but  the  57th  section  of  this  latter  Act  contains  the  same 


varied  with  th*  court>  rn  reference  to  the  frequency  and  duration  of  its  Sittings,  has  Practice  of  Sittings. 

Formerly  th  COnven*ence  °f  successive  recorders. 

The  calendar  * Court  sat  by  adjournment  once  in  the  fortnight  upon  each  second  Tuesday, 
made  to  brin  r WaS  mac^e  UP  !°  tbe  Saturday  night  previous,  unless  special  application  was 
AH  custocj^  °n  any  case  which  had  occurred  in  the  intervening  three  days. 
if.  C.  / y Cases  Wlthin  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  were  disposed  of,  and  by  this  arrange- 
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REPORTS  FROM  COMMISSIONERS  ON 


JURISDICTION. 


Number  of  Cases. 


Market  Jury. 
Summoner  of 
Witnesses. 


ment  no  prisoner  would,  generally  speaking,  be  confined  longer  than  one  fortnight  previous  to 
trial.  However,  from  the  court  sitting  but  one  day  at  each  adjournment,  which  was  little 
more  than  sufficient  to  afford  time  for  getting  through  the  trials  of  persons  in  custody,  a ven- 
large  arrear  of  traverse,  or  bail  cases,  accrued ; some  part  of  which  actually  remained  in 
arrear  for  seven  years,  until  the  present  recorder,  by  devoting  a considerable  portion  of  time 
and  attention  to  this  object,  got  through  the  whole  arrears  of  from  200  to  300  cases. 

Previously  to  the  year  1825,  the  recorders  practised  generally  at.  the  bar,  and  were  in  the 
habit  of  adjourning  the  court  to  suit  their  professional  engagements,  not,  however,  for  any 
longer  period  than  three  weeks. 

The  5 Geo.  IV.  c.  120  has,  as  already  noticed,  prohibited  the  recorder  for  the  time  being 
from  practising  as  a barrister  within  the  limits  of  the  police  district  of  the  metropolis,  and 
provided  for  him  the  compensation  of  an  additional  salary  of  £600  a-year. 

The  recorder  is,  therefore,  now  enabled  to  arrange  the  sitt  ings  of  the  court  with  regularity  to 
suit  the  convenience  of  the  public. 

Shortly  after  the  appointment  of  the  present  recorder,  he  was  induced,  by  the  very  general 
complaints  made  of  the  inconvenience  resulting  from  the  former  practice  of  this  court,  to  adopt 
a system  which  has  had  the  effect  of  making  the  sittings  more  certain,  and  has  given  cona- 
derable  satisfaction. 

Tile  general  quarter  sessions  are  held  in  the  beginning  of  the  months  of  January,  April, 
July,  and  October,  in  each  year,  and  the  court  continues  to  sit  until  all  the  business  before  it! 
including  custody  and  bail  cases,  is  disposed  of.  Should  any  custody  cases  occur,  whilst  the 
recorder  is  engaged  in  other  judicial  duties  incidental  to  his  office,  at  quarter  sessions,  they  also 
are  disposed  of  before  the  adjournment  of  the  court. 

The  Number  of  custody  Cases  for  trial  at  each  general  quarter  sessions  is,  usually,  small, 
owing  to  the  arrangement  of  the  adjournments;  and  this  affords  time  for  the  trial  of  the  bail 
or  traverse  cases,  which  are  tried  after  all  the  custody  cases  are  disposed  of. 

The  number  of  hail  cases  at  each  sessions  (since  the  arrear  was  disposed  of)  varies  from 
60  to  100. 

The  general  period  for  which  the  sessions  have  been  latterly  adjourned,  is  one  month,  never 
for  any  shorter  period : but  adjournments  have  been  made  for  five  or  sis  weeks,  which  is 
represented  as  being  considerably  longer  than  many  former  recorder’s  time. 

At  these  adjournments  all  custody  cases,  which  have  occured  from  the  last,  sitting,  are  dis- 
posed of.  They  vary  from  100  to  200  in  number,  and  occupy  from  three  to  four  days  at  each 
adjournment.  This  is  the  only  business  done  at  adjournments,  as  bail  cases  are  tried  only  at 
the  general  quarter  sessions. 

Under  the  present  arrangements  12  gaol  deliveries  take  place  iu  the  year,  of  all  offenders 
" hose  crimes  are  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court,  and  in  which  the  informations  and  recog- 
nizances have  been  returned  to  the  quarter  sessions. 

The  first,  business  transacted  at  each  general  quarter  sessions  is  to  fiat  the  presentments  of 
the  out-going  grand  jury. 

The  number  of  presentments  sent  up  at  each  quarter  sessions  varies  from  150  to  200. 

It  was  formerly  the  custom  for  the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen  to  hold  a court  upon  the 
Thursday  previous  to  the  adjournment  day,  and  to  swear  witnesses  and  send  up  bills  of  indict- 
ment to  the  grand  jury,  in  order  to  prevent  any  delay  for  those  purposes  at  the  sitting  of  the 
recorder.  This  practice  has  been  given  up  in  consequence,  of  the  additional ' inconvenient 
which  it  caused  to  grand  jurors  and  witnesses  by  requiring  a second  attendance. 

1 hours  of  sitting  are  now  from  10  to  5 o’clock.  Previously  to  the  appointment  of  the 
present  recorder,  the  hour  at  which  the  court  sat  was  eleven. 

The  composition  of  the  grand  Jury  in  this  court  has  been  already  noticed  in  our  account  of 
the  functions,  &c.  of  the  city  sheriff.  Each  grand  jury  is  sworn  for  the  quarter. 

The  attendance  of  petty  jurors  is  occasionally  enforced  by  the  imposition  of  a fine  of  £i 
There  have  been  frequent  complaints  to  the  court,  by  individuals,  of  their  haring  been  too 
often  summoned  as  petty  jurors.  It  has  been,  until  of  late  year’s,  too  much  the  practice  to 
summon  the  same  persons  as  well  to  the  grand  as  to  the  petty  juries.  There  is,  in  fact,  no 
regulation  to  control  the  exercise  of  the  discretion  of  the  sheriffs  on  the  subject,  and  the 
recorder  has  found  it  necessary  to  interfere  by  intimating  to  the  sheriffs  his  wish  that  the  duty 
ol  Attending  as  petty  jurors  in  this  court  should  be  apportioned  fairly  among  those  liable  to 
be  summoned.  jo 

This  intimation  has  been  attended  to ; and  there  seems  now  to  be  an  understanding  that  the 
Ummdual  js  no* ,0  ^e  summoned  as  a petty  juror  more  than  once  in  six  months. 

lhe  duty  is  irksome,  and,  being  without  remuneration,  it  is  very  desirable  that  the  juir 
panels  should  be  so  arranged  as  to  produce  the  least  practical  inconvenience  to  those  called  os 
to  attend. 

.The  fmes  imposed  on  jurors  are  estreated  into  the  exchequer,  if  not  previously  remitted  br 
the  court  on  application  supported  by  affidavit.  The  clerks  of  the  peace  charge  a fee  of  fir. » 
on  the  filing  of  every  such  affidavit. 

Should  the  sitting  of  the  court  continue  over  four  days  a new  jury  is  impanelled,  and  so 

lor  every  period  of  four  days  during  the  sittings. 

A Market  Jury  is  sworn  for  eacli  quarter  under  the  statutes  relating  to  such  juries. 

The  only  officer  of  the  court  we  have  not  already  noticed  is  the  Summoner  of  Witness* 
i he  clerks  ot  the  peace,  as  we  have  noticed  in  the  account  of  the  functions  of  the  town  ck* 
— and  witnesses  in  all  bail  cases,  for  which  they  receive  a presentment  * 
-jear  \ . Prosecutors  and  witnesses  in  custody  cases  are  summoned  by  an  officer  a 
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the  court  called  the  summoner  of  witnesses,  and  a presentment  of  £20  each  quarter  is  made 
to  him  by  the  grand  jury  for  the  performance  of  this  duty. 

Fines  imposed  on  persons  convicted  in  this  court,  are  considered  to  belong  to  the  corporation 
under  their  charters,  and  are  returned  to  the  treasurer  by  the  clerks  of  the  peace,  and  accounted 
for  as  part  of  the  casual  revenue  of  the  city. 

According  to  the  present  arrangement  of  this  court  it  must  rarely  happen  that  a prisoner 
can  be  in  custody  more  than  a month  before  trial;  and  it  is  the  habit  of  the  recorder  in 
passing  sentence  of  imprisonment  to  date  the  term  from  the  committal.  A very  great  portion 
of  the  offences  which  are  tried  at  sessions  are,  however,  of  a character  deserving  of  little  more 
than  a few  weeks’  imprisonment ; the  greater  number  of  the  offenders  are  juvenile,  and  the 
common  place,  of  confinement  of  prisoners  untried  is  the  gaol  of  Newgate.  To  this  prison  it 
appears  that  the  average  weekly  amount  of  committals  is  about  50,  and  nearly  one-third  of  the 
prisoners  are  females.  From  the  want  of  accommodation  in  the  prison,  and  the  defect  of 
classification,  (there  being,  in  fact,  none  whatever  among  the  female  prisoners,)  it  is  of  °reat 
importance  that  the  term  of  confinement  in  Newgate  before  trial  should  be  as  short  as 
possible,  with  a view  as  well  to  the  speedy  release  of  those  who  may  be  acquitted,  as  to  the 
removal  of  those  found  guilty  from  a very  demoralizing  place  of  confinement  to  one  under 
better  regulations  as  to  discipline  and  classification. 

The  speedy  trial  of  offenders  of  the  class  usually  brought  before  this  court,  must  also  be  of 
importance  in  the  frequent  cases  of  crimes  committed  on  the  property  of  strangers  resorting 
to  the  metropolis. 

Looking  to  these  considerations,  and  to  the  number  of  weekly  committals,  wc  think  that  the 
arrangements  of  this  court  are  capable  of  much  improvement,  in  reference  to  the  periods  of  its 
sittings.  In  the  city  of  Cork  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  is  held  weekly  by  the  recorder 
for  the  trial  of  offences,  and  we  are  not  aware  of  any  satisfactory  ground  of  objection  to  the 
adoption  of  the  same  arrangement  for  the  extensive  and  populous  district  of  the  metropolis ; 
an  arrangement,  which,  in  fact,  was  acted  on  for  some  time  by  the  late  recorder,  Sir  Jonas 
Greene ; while  we  think  that  the  convenience  of  jurors,  prosecutors,  and  witnesses,  and  the 
protection  of  the  public  at  large,  by  the  trial  of  offenders  recently  after  the  commission  of 
their  crimes,  would  be  materially  advanced  by  the  alteration. 

The  saving  of  the  expense  of  maintenance  of  prisoners  ultimately  acquitted  from  their 
being  discharged  after  only  a few  days’  confinement,  is  a minor  but  not  unimportant 
advantage,  which  would  result  from  the  adoption  of  weekly  sittings. 

109.  We  have  already  noticed,  in  our  account  of  the  functions  of  the  aldermen,  the  Rotation, 
or  Crown  Office,  attended  by  them  in  their  character  of  justices  of  the  peace.  We  have  no 
observations  to  add,  in  this  place,  to  what  we  have  there  stated  of  the  exercise  of  magisterial 
jurisdiction  by  the  justices  of  the  peace  out  of  sessions.  The  despatch  of  business  by  the  divi- 
sional justices  at  the  Police  Offices,  is  noticed  in  the  part  of  this  Report  relating  to  the  police 
establishment. 

HO-.  As  chief  magistrate  of  the  city,  the  lord  mayor  holds  the  court  called  the  Lord 
Mayor's  Court,  of  which  he  is  the  sole  judge. 

This  court  is  held  every  Thursday  at  the  City  Sessions  Court  House,  in  Green  Street. 

On  other  days  of  the  week  the  lord  mayor  frequently  holds  the  court  at  the  Mansion 
House,  and  at  such  times  as  may  be  convenient  to  him. 

1 tus  court  is  not  noticed  in  any  statute  or  charter,  and  its  arrangements  depend  merely  on 
Us?§®’  an^  are  very  much  at  the  discretion  of  the  lord  mayor. 

"hen  the  court  is  held  at  Green  Street,  it  is  open  to  the  public ; but  at  the  mansion  house 
the  lord  mayor  holds  it  in  a private  apartment,  to  which  usually  no  persons  are  admitted  but 
the  parties  interested.  It  is  at  the  option  of  the  party  applying  for  a summons  to  take  it  out 
either  for  Green  Street  or  the  Mansion  House.  In  the  latter  case  an  additional  fee  is  charged 
tor  the  summons. 

This  court  is  held  chiefly  for  the  exercise  of  the  summary  jurisdiction  given  to  the  lord 
mayor,  as  chief  magistrate  of  the  city,  by  various  statutes, 
l he  cases  usually  entertained  in  it  have  been 

. Complaints  by  servants  and  labourers  for  wages.  In  these  cases  the  lord  mayor  has 
junadiction  to  the  amount  of  £6,  of  the  late  Irish  currency,  under  the  54  Geo.  III.  c.  116. 

• isputes  between  masters  and  apprentices. 

ti,  6 • Prosccutions  against  grocers  and  publicans  for  violation  of  the  sabbath,  contrary 

l°  /^Provisions  of  the  statute  7 Will.  III.  c.  17,  and  of  the  55  Geo.  III.  c.  19,  s.  58. 

Tiff  ■SCCu,t'ons  agahist  masters  of  vessels  for  having  fifes  on  board  their  ships  in  the 
f>  pin  V' 10  •n  ofthe  statute  34  Geo.  III.  c.  8,  (lately  repealed  by  the  3, 4 Will.  IV.  c.  26.) 
17  Geo°U CUtl«ns  aga’nst  butchers  for  slaughtering  cattle  in  the  markets  contrary  to  the 
benpfif0  p’v’  S‘  ^ which  the  beast  so  slaughtered  is,  on  conviction,  forfeited  for  the 
;mnri  ,°  j e . Poor  °f  the  parish,  and  if  not  of  the  value  of  10s.,  a fine  of  5s.  may  he  also 
r and  ^ven  t0  the  informer. 

penaJtv  t St^tute  ^ Will.  III.  c.  17,  a fine  of  5s.,  of  the  late  Irish  currency,  is  attached  as  a 
houses  of°  t exPosino  g°ocls  for  sale  on  Sunday,  and  a fine  of  10s.  is  imposed  on  keepers  of 
■Die  slat en  j.amment>  for  giving  entertainment  to  persons  during  the  hours  of  divine  service. 
wkich  th*1  rGCtS’  'v’hole  of  those  penalties  shall  go  to  the  poor  of  the  parish  in 

justice  to6  • ence  was  .cominitted,  except  that,  in  the  case  of  the  5s.  penalty,  it  authorizes  the 
tt  H ^any  portion  thereof,  not  exceeding  one-third,  as  a reward  to  the  informer, 
the  poor  of  the  parish  ^ C'  *9;  *'  58>  the  Penalty  is  £$>  half  to  the  prosecutor  and  half  to 
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REPORTS  FROM  COMMISSIONERS  ON 


JURISDICTION 

Fees. 


Observations. 


None  of  the  above  penal  Acts  gives  any  power  to  add  costs  to  the  penalties  imposed. 

The  forms  of  proceeding  in  this  court,  where  regularly  observed,  are  similar  to  the  ordinary 
course  in  cases  of  summary  convictions,  and  orders,  by  justices  of  the  peace. 

The  Fees  claimed  on  the  proceedings  are  stated  in  the  following  table : 

Summons  for  the  court.  -----  0 

Entering  ditto  - 

Private  summons  for  Mansion  House  - 

Dismiss 

Oath  of  dismiss  ----- 

Notice  of  adjournment  - 
Warrant  ------ 

Cancelling  indentures  - 

(If  the  parties  are  poor  this  fee  is  reduced  one-half.) 

Information  for  committal  of  an  apprentice 
Lodging  notice  of  an  appeal  - 
Lord  mayor’s  signing  adjudication  for  the  quarter 
sessions  - - - - - 

Five  per  cent,  on  money  lodged  for  a rehearing 


0 10 


0 6 2 


The  constables  of  the  court  also  claim  Is.  in  the  pound  on  warrants  given  to  them  to 
execute.  This  is  paid  by  the  plaintiff  out  of  the  amount  levied,  but  not  charged  to  the 
defendant. 

A fee  of  Gd.  is  charged  for  each  witness  sworn  to  give  evidence  before  arbitrators  on  cases 
referred  to  arbitration. 


The  jurisdiction  of  this  court,  as  exercised  in  civil  cases,  does  not  call  for  any  particular 
Observations ; but  the  mode  in  which  it  has  been  applied  in  enforcing  the  penalties  prescribed 
by  the  statutes  above  mentioned  requires  especial  notice. 

The  informers  are  the  constables  in  attendance  on  the  court,  including  the  staffmen  of 
the  lord  mayor.  The  usual  number  of  them  is  six.  No  other  persons  are  allowed  to 
prefer  informations.  These  constables  are  expressly  appointed  and  sworn  for  the  purpose 
of  going  through  the  city,  and  informing  on  persons  found  violating  the  provisions  of  the 
statutes.  They  appear  to  be  in  some  instances  in  partnership  in  their  proceedings,  and  one 
of  them  in  partnership  with  the  register  of  the  court,  the  officer  by  whom  the  summonses 
are  issued. 

No  sworn  or  written  information  is  lodged  by  these  informers;  hut,  on  applying  to  the 
register  for  summonses,  they  give  him  a list  of  names  of  parties  to  be  summoned,  and  be 
delivers  to  them  the  required  number  of  summonses,  generally  in  blank,  charging  for  each 
the  sum  of  Is.  8c/.,  being  the  amount  of  the  fees  of  Is.  3d.  for  the  summons,  and  5 d.  for  the 
entry,  as  in  the  above  table. 

These  cases  are  most  commonly  heard  in  private  at  the  Mansion  House.  There  is  not 
any  formal  adjudication,  or  record,  made  up,  nor  return  made  to  any  public  office,  or 
authority,  of  the  cases  heard,  or  fines  imposed ; and  the  secretary’s  books  merely  state  the 
date  of  the  hearing,  the  names  of  the  parties,  and  the  fines,  without  any  specification  of  the 
offence,  or  account  of  the  disposal  of  the  fines.  No  such  account  is  published  in  any  way. 

The  fines  are  generally  paid  without,  warrants  being  issued  to  levy  them  ; and  it  appears 
that  in  some  cases  the  secretary  has  abstained  from  issuing  warrants  in  consequence  of  the 
irregularity  of  the  proceedings  and  his  apprehension  of  the  consequences. 

11)0  fines  imposed  are,  in  the  first  instance,  paid  to  the  register  of  the  Lord  Mayor’s  Court, 
and  he  pays  them  over  to  the  lord  mayor’s  secretary,  who  deducts  from  the  amount  the  fees 
due  to  him  for  the  court  fees  on  the  proceedings.  The  fines  are  disposed  of  without  much 
regard  to  She  statutes  under  which  they  have  been  imposed.  Generally  one-half  is  given  to 
the  informer.  The  residue  is  paid  over  to  the  lord  mayor,  or  disbursed  by  the  secretary  on 
his  orders.  We  have  not  ascertained  that  any  account  is  kept  by  the  lord  mayor,  or  his 
secretary,  of  the  mode  in  which  the  moiety  not  paid  to  the  informers  is  disposed  of.  The 
lord  mayor  disburses  it  entirely  at  his  discretion  for  charitable  purposes,  instead  of  handing 
over  the  amount,  as  directed  by  the  statutes,  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  in  which  the 
offence  was  committed. 

There  is  no  reason  for  supposing  that  any  part  of  the  amount  is  applied  by  the  lord  mayor 
to  any  other  purpose  ; but  we  apprehend  that  the  application  of  any  part  of  these  moneys  in 
aid  of  the  funds  of  the  officer  who  imposes  them,  even  to  objects  otherwise  meritorious,  is  * 
departure  from  the  express  provisions  of  the  statute  ; and  is  objectionable  as  appearing  to 
give  to  the  magistrate,  to  some  extent,  an  interest  in  the  result  of  the  proceedings. 

The  lord  mayor  has  refused  to  pay  over  the  fines  imposed  on  vessels  for  having  fires  M 
board  in  the  Liffey  to  the  churchwardens  of  St.  Mark’s  parish,  which  adjoins  the  river,  on 
the  ground  that  the  churchwardens  could  not  show  that  half  the  river  was  in  that  parish: 
and  even  when  they  had,  apparently,  established  the  point,  the  parish  did  not  succeed  ia 
obtaining  the  amount. 

Those  fines  were  represented  to  us  to  amount  in  some  years  to  very  considerable  sums- 
The  amount  is  not  capable  of  being  ascertained,  as  they  are  sometimes  mitigated,  and,  » 
some  cases,  part  has  been  returned.  There  were  in  the  year  1833  about  1,400  informations, 
and  it  was  admitted  that  in  that  year  the  fines  were  about  £200.  Evidence  was  adduced  to 
show  that  in  other  years  they  had  far  exceeded  this  sum.  In  one  year  they  were  admitted  to 
have  been  £800.  In  some  they  were  inconsiderable. 
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The  existence  of  a very  remarkable  practice  as  to  compounding  for  fines  was  admitted  bv  JURISDICTION. 
the  register  of  this  court.  The  usual  fine  on  a publican  for  breach  of  the  sabbath  is  4s.  7d 
present  currency,  equal  to  5s.  of  the  late  currency.  It  appears  that,  in  the  becrinnino-  of  the 
year  of  office  of  the  lord  mayor,  publicans  on  whom  such  fines  maybe  imposed,  instead  of 
merely  paying  the  fine,  hand  to  the  register  £1,  which  they  desire  that  officer  to  keep  not 
onlv  to  pay  the  fine  already  imposed,  but  to  cover  future  fines  for  the  remainder  of  the  year 
This  sutn  is  calculated  as  discharging  three  such  fines,  and  the  officers’  fees  on  the  summonses 
The  register  informs  the  party  that  he  shall  not  be  again  troubled  for  that  year.  The  con- 
sequence is,  that  the  informers  of  the  office  visit  him  no  more,  and  he  thus  purchases  a species 
of  licence  to  violate  the  sabbath  for  the  remainder  of  the  year.  1 

A nearly  similar  course  appears  to  have  been  acted  on  in  reference  to  fines  on  vessels 
having  fires  on  board  in  the  river;  and  evidence  was  adduced  before  us  to  show  1 hat  the 
power  of  inflicting  penalties  for  this  offeuce  had  been  resorted  to  as  a mode  of  enforcing  from 
the  owners  of  oyster-boats  the  tribute  of  oysters  claimed  by  the  lord  mayor. 

In  most  cases  heard  in  this  court  a right  of  appeal  exists  for  the  defendant  to  the  next 
quarter  sessions,  on  lodging  notice  whereof,  a fee  of  6j.  2d.  is  paid  to  the  secretary  or  the 
register,  andasimilar  fee  is  paid  into  the  office  for  the  lord  mayor’s  signature  to  the  adjudication 
to  be  returned  to  the  sessions.  J 

The  defendant  is  also  entitled,  according  to  the  practice  of  the  court,  to  have  a rehearing  in 
every  case,  on  lodging  the  money  in  court,  with  5 per  cent,  on  the  amount.  On  each 
rehearing  there  are  the  same  costs  as  in  the  case  of  an  original  summons,  in  addition  to  the 
poundage. 

On  the  whole  we  feel  bound  to  observe  that,  the  entire  system  of  this  court,  as  to  penal 
prosecutions,  appears  to  operate,  if  not  to  be  continued,  more  to  the  creatino-  a lucrative 
situation  for  the  secretary,  and  emoluments  for  the  staffmen  and  constables,  than  to  serve  the 
public  interests  by  an  effective  administration  of  the  law. 


111.  The  chief  Court  of  Civil  Jurisdiction  connected  with  the  corporation  is  the  Lord  Civil  Jurisdic- 
Mavor  and  Sheriffs  Court,  held  under  the  charters  of  John  and  other  monarchs,  giving  tio.v. 
jurisdiction  of  pleas  to  the  citizens  of  Dublin.  Lord  Mayor  and 

The  Jurisdiction  of  this  court  is  unlimited  in  amount,  but  causes  of  action  under  40.?.  of  ^°urt' 

the  late  currency  are  considered  as  excluded  from  its  jurisdiction.  It  has  cognizance  of  all  Jurisdiction 
personal  actions. 


The  lord  mayor  and  sheriffs  are  the  J udges  of  this  court,  aided  by  the  recorder  as  assessor.  Judges. 

Both  the  sheriffs  are  summoned,  and  are  generally  present  at  the  sittings  of  the  court ; but  & 

it  is  conceived  that  the  business  of  the  court  may  be  proceeded  with  if  the  lord  mayor  and 
one  of  the  sheriffs  be  in  attendance.  The  presence  of  the  lord  mayor  is  indispensable. 

The  court  sits  every  three  months  for  the  trial  of  records.  These  Times  of  Sitting  have  been  Times  of  present 
fixed  by  the  judges  of  the  court,  and  not  by  charter.  Sitting. 

Motions  in  Chamber  are  heard  at  the  sessions  house  in  the  intervals  between  the  sittings.  Motions  in 
generally  before  the  recorder,  without  the  presence  of  the  lord  mayor  or  sheriffs,  and  his  Chamber.  ' 
0rtm[s  a,terwards  receive  the  sanction  of  the  lord  mayor  and  sheriffs. 

riie  lord  mayor  occasionally  hears  such  motions  without,  the  recorder,  but  applies  to  the 
recorder  upon  any  legal  difficulty,  who  then  hears  the  question  discussed  before  him. 

The  town  clerks  are  the  registers  and  Prothonotaries  of  the  court.  Protbonotary. 

There  are  three  kinds  of  Process  issued  from  this  court  for  the  purpose  of  commencing  Process, 
proceedings. 


' ri  ^c^on  aga*nst  the  person.  This  issues  on  an  affidavit,  sworn  before  one  of  the  Action, 
judges  of  the  court  for  a cause  of  action  of  £20,  or  upwards,  upon  which  the  town  clerks,  as 
the  prothonotaries,  issue  and  sign  the  action. 

The  second  form  of  process  is  an  'Attachment  against  the  defendant’s  goods  to  compel  Attachment, 
•ffi  ,aPPearancej  which  issues  on  an  affidavit  of  the  debt,  sworn  in  the  same  way.  The 
eit  r ^Th must>  *n  h°th  cases,  specify  that  the  causes  of  action  arose  within  the  limits  of  the 
ne'  ^ he  attachment  is  founded  on  a fiction.  It  supposes  a previous  summons,  which  is 
thpCr  Ser'e^’  or  attempted  to  be  served.  It  is,  iu  form,  issued  to  the  serjeant  at  mace,  at 
■ sa™e  ,lme  with  the  attachment,  but  dated  a week  before.  Upon  this  summons  the 
y^an  at  mace  makes  a formal  return  of  “ non  est 

in  i/W**  ^-eturn  Uays  for  the  summons,  attachment,  or  action.  They  continue  Return  Days. 

ce  or  the  lord  mayor’s  year  of  office  in  whose  time  they  issued, 
over  ^onC°i  Pr  °as  Voided  that  the  late  statute,  limiting  arrest  to  debts  amounting  to.  or 
directly  agaffit  J1°t  to  *he  attachment  against  the  goods,  as  not  being  a proceeding 

1S’  35  !lave  stated,  merely  a process  to  enforce  an  appearance.  It  is 
This'r,,  °n  . . being  given  and  an  appearance  entered. 

3 Tlf  C6SS  1S  1SSU61^  *or  debts  of  any  amount  over  40j. 
of  attacht,^1'1^  f°rm  Process  is  that  of  Foreign  Attachment, 
the  debt  mo?ey, or  g°ocls  of  a defendant,  in  the  hands  of  a third  person. 

j“?bt  ^ required. 

u»deretamWkly  s,u°ge?ted  in  the  affidavit,  but  held  not  to  be  necessary,  that  the  plaintiff 
s tnat  the  third  person  has  such  money  or  goods  in  his  hands. 


This  is  issued  for  the  purpose  Foreign  Attach- 
An  affidavit  of  ment. 
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This  process  is  also  issued  on  a formal  return  of  “ non  est ,”  on  a supposed  summons 
It  is  served  on  such  third  person,  who  is  called  the  “ garnishee.” 


There  is  no  book  of  the  rules  or  Practice  of  the  court.  They  are  handed  down  in  {k 
usages  of  the  office. 

The  present  town  clerks,  a few  years  since,  had  made  up  to  some  extent,  and  returned  to 
us,  a printed  summary  of  the  practice  of  the  court.  When  a difficulty  occurs  as  to  the 
practice,  the  judges  refer  to  the  prothonotary,  upon  whose  report  they  act.'  The  only  material 
alteration  made  for  some  years  in  the  practice  of  the  court  has  been  in  the  mode  of  takin* 
bail.  The  prothonotary  formerly  took  bail.  It  is  now  taken  by  the  judges,  or  one  of  them* 
The  condition  of  the  recognizance  of  bail  is  to  render  the  body  to  the  marshal  or  to  nat 
the  debt.  It  is  the  same  in  an  attachment  against  the  goods  ; and,  in  consequence,  the  body 
may  be  rendered  in  discharge  of  the  bail  in  a case  of  a debt  under  £20,  though  not  liable  to 


arrest  in  the  first  instance. 


In  attachment  cases  the  proceeding  must  be  (and  it  has  been  so  decided  by  the  court)  ia 
the  form  of  an  action  of  debt,  and  not  upon  the  case. 


It  must  he  for  a cause  of  action  for  which  an  action  of  debt  will  lie  at  common  law;  and 
if  the  affidavit  be  defective  in  this  particular,  the  attachment  will  be  discharged. 


In  the  forms  and  course  of  pleading  the  court  observes  the  practice  of  the  superior  courts 
The  proceeding  by  foreign  attachment  is  regulated  by  the  practice  of  the  city  court  of  the 
corporation  of  London. 

The  execution  of  the  process  of  the  court  has  been  noticed  in  our  account  of  the  offices  or 
marshal  and  serjeant  at  mace. 


The  court  days  for  entry  of  Rules,  &c.,  are  Monday  and  Thursday. 

A rule  may  be  entered  on  either  of  the  court  days.  A four-day  rule  had  on  Monday  will 
not  run  out.  on  the  Thursday  next  after,  as  there  must  be  four  clear  days.  Thus,  on  a rule 
to  plead  given  on  Monday,  the  other  party  has  all  the  following  Thursday  to  plead,  and  no 
rule  can  be  entered  on  his  default  until  the  following  Monday. 

However,  if  a rule  for  judgment  be  entered  on  a Monday,  the  party  is  entitled  to  mark 
judgment  on  the  Friday  after,  as  of  the  preceding  Thursday. 

In  bail  cases  the  appearance  is  entered  as  of  the  court  day  previous  to  that  on  which  the 
bail  is  actually  taken,  and  the  plaintiff  may  declare  on  the  next  court  day. 

In  an  undefended  case  execution  may  be  had  in  21  or  22  days  after  the  seizure  of  the 
goods,  or  arrest  of  the  person. 

If  a defence  he  made,  and  bail  given  by  the  defendant,  he  obtains  the  release  of  his  goods 
out  ot  custody,  and  in  practice  he  cannot  appear  and  defend  the  action  without  giving  bail, 
even  although  his>  goods  may  continue  under  seizure. 

In  cases  of  actions  against  the  person,  undefended,  there  is  an  interlocutory  judgment,  and 
the  course  of  holding  the  writ  of  inquiry  on  it  is  the  same  as  in  the  superior  courts.  But  h 
attachments  the  judgment  is  final  in  the  first  instance,  the  action  bein°-  in  debt. 

Writs  of  inquiry  are  held  before  the  marshal. 

The  ordinary  computation  of  the  sum  due  on  judgments  by  defendants  is  done  in  the  tows 
clerk’s  office.  J ° J 

rules  entered  in  each  cause  are  posted  in  the  town  clerk’s  office,  where  it  appears  upon 
an  affidavit  that  a search  has  been  made  for  the  residence  of  the  party  whose  goods  are 
cached,  and  that  he  has  no  residence  within  the  jurisdiction  at  which  he  could  be  served. 

, hen  the  party  is  known,  and  his  residence  is  within  the  jurisdiction,  the  service  must  be 
made  accordingly.  * 

Causes  are  frequently  removed  by  writs  of  certiorari  and  habeas  corpus  for  delay,  and  it  is 
in  evidence  before  us  that  this  liability  of  removal  diminishes  the  business  of  the  court,  and  is 
productive  of  great  inconvenience  to  the  suitors. 


• 1 11  fru0Ceedi?,S  by  acti°n  against  the  person  of  a Freeman,  upon  notice  of  the  action  being 
issued,  he  is  allowed  24  hours  to  enter  common  bail,  which  he  may  do. 

Freemen  are  not  exempt  from  attachment  of  goods.  That  exemption  has  been  claimed  ia 
cases,  and  the  question  was  discussed  before  the  recorder,  but  the  claim  was  not  allowed. 
(J  late  } ears,  since  the  limit  of  £20  was  established,  actions  against  the  person  are  not 
irequent.  ° 1 


In  the  proceedings  by  attachment,  the  recognizance  of  bail  is  regulated  by  the  amount  of 
the  debt  sworn  to  m the  affidavit,  ami  not  by  the  value  of  the  goods  seized. 

1 here  have  been  occasional  proceedings  against  bail  by  scire  facias. 

JNo  table  of  fees  is  posted  in  the  town  clerk’s  office. 


The  Costs  are  taxed  by  the  town  clerks. 

A table  of  Fees  was  drawn  out  some  years  since.  It  was  subsequently  reduced  in  amOUBt, 
as  the  attorneys  complained  the  fees  were  too  heavy  on  their  clients. 

The  Attorneys  of  this  court  must  previously  be  admitted  in  one  of  the  superior  courts. 

pay  six  guineas  in  this  court  as  a fee  with  the  stamp  duty  on  their  admission, 
ihis  fee  of  six  guineas  is  divided  between  the  lord  mayor,  sheriffs,  and  town  clerk.  _ L 
It  is  stated  that  in  practice  there  is  seldom  more  than  two  guineas  charged,  which  is 
town  clerk’s  portion  of  the  fee.  & 

All  pleadings  are  signed  by  counsel;  but  such  signature  is  not  considered  necessary  j* 
actions  tor  less  than  £5,  though  in  point  of  fact  pleadings  in  such  actions  have  been  so  signed- 
The  Costs  of  bringing  to  Execution  an  undefended  action  for  £10  are  about  £5. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS  IN  IRELAND. 


51  DUBLIN. 


The  judges  of  the  court  think  they  have  no  power  of  granting  New  Trials,  and  never  grant 
anv.  this  we  think  a defect,  in  its  practice,  especially  as  the  jurisdiction  is  unlimited  in 

amount. 

Ejectments  and  Replevins  are  never  tried  in  this  court. 

In  practice  any  person,  though  not  a citizen  or  freeman,  may  sue  in  this  court,  and  it  holds 
plea  of  all  debts  contracted  in  Dublin,  without  regard  to  the  residence  of  the  parties. 

1 All  writs  of  execution  issue  to  the  marshal,  who  returns  them  to  the  town  clerk’s  office  when 
executed,  if  so  required  by  the  plaintiff’s  attorney. 

The  present  reduced  table  of  Fees  and  Costs,  before  alluded  to,  is  not  now  complained  of. 
The  fees  had  been,  before  their  present  reduction,  increasing  for  many  years,  and  we  have  been 
informed  they  are  now,  on  proceedings  under  £20,  as  low  as  it  is  possible  to  make  them  on 
such  proceedings,  which  are  in  form  the  same  as  in  the  superior  courts. 

Very  few  causes  come  to  trial. 

The  town  clerk  is  of  opinion  that  the  proceeding  by  attachment  has  a tendency  to  procure 
the  settlement  of  demands  sooner  than  they  otherwise  would  be,  as  a defendant,  can  secure  his 
person  from  arrest  easier  than  he  can  his  goods. 

It  is  a proceeding  which  he  says  the  citizens  would  not  like  to  lose ; it  has  been 
abused.  It  is  now  better  regulated,  and  he  has  not  heard  any  complaints  that  goods  have 
been  sold  at  an  undervalue  under  this  process. 

When  a cause  in  this  court  is  brought  to  Trial,  the  course  of  proceeding  is  the  same  as  in 
the  superior  courts,  except  that  Judgment  is  marked  Instanter,  on  the  verdict  being  brought  in. 

There  is  no  opportunity  of  moving  in  arrest  of  judgment ; any  point  that  might  lead  to 
such  a motion  must  be  discussed  before  the  issue  is  handed  to  the  jury. 

The  Sittings  for  trial  of  Records  are  quarterly ; and,  from  the  small  number  of  cases  brought 
to  trial,  it  does  not  appear  that  any  practical  inconvenience  arises  from  that  arrangement. 

The  court  would  appoint  (we  are  told  by  the  town  clerk)  a day  for  the  trial  of  any  cause  on 
a satisfactory  affidavit,  stating  a risk,  or  great  inconvenience,  to  the  parties,  such  as  may  arise 
from  a witness  being  about  to  leave  the  kingdom ; and  that,  he  knew  an  application  of  this 
kind  granted. 

The  business  of  the  court  has  decreased  very  much  in  the  time  of  the  present  town  clerk, 
which  he  attributes  to  the  power  of  removal  to  the  superior  courts. 

Writs  of  error  are  occasionally  brought,  the  returns  to  which  do  not  state  under  what 
authority  the  court  is  held,  whether  by  charter  or  otherwise. 

The  town  clerk  recollects  only  one  writ  of  error  successful,  and  that  was  for  some  mistake 
of  the  attorney.  There  was  nothing  in  it  involving  any  question  as  to  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  court. 

The  right  of  issuing  attachments,  we  were  told,  had  been  tried  about.  20  years  ago,  on  a 
special  verdict  in  a replevin  suit  in  the  King’s  Bench,  and  the  right  was  held  to  exist.  We 
were  not  furnished  with  a copy  of  this  record. 

The  recorder  receives  no  fees  in  this  court. 

The  Fees  of  the  Ser  jeants  at  Mace  upon  attachments  are, 

One  shilling  in  the  pound  on  the  first  £10. 

Sixpence  on  every  pound  after,  as  high  as  £50,  and  for  this  they  must 
execute  process  to  any  amount  above  £50. 

They  have  the  same  fees  on  process  against  the  person,  and  are  entitled  to  6 d.  on  a 
fractional  part  of  a pound. 

The  fees  payable  to  the  marshal  on  final  process  are  regulated  In’-  the  amount  of  the  debt, 
and  have  been  already  stated.  He.  has  fees  on  the  sale  of  the  goods,  even  though  the  serjeant 
at  mace  has  charged  his  fees  on  the.  same  goods,  when  seized  under  the  attachment. 

Upon  a judgment  by  default,  when  goods  have  been  attached,  the  plaintiff,  before  execution 
issues,  enters  mto  a recognizance.  Upon  the  judgment  being  signed,  a writ  immediately 
issues  to  the  marshal  to  appraise  the  goods,  and  the  plaintiff’s  recognizance  is  in  double 
the  amount  of  that  appraisement.  This  recognizance  is  generally  entered  into  by  the  plaintiff 
and  some  responsible  person  with  him,  and  is  conditioned  that  the  plaintiff  shall  have  the 
appraised  amount  forthcoming  for  a year  and  a day,  in  case  the  defendant  shall  come 
forward  and  disprove  the  debt. 

The  town  clerk  has  never  known  a defendant  to  come  forward  under  these  circumstances ; 
and  he  also  thinks  that  the  proceedings  would  be  erroneous  without  such  recognizance,  which 
K set  out  in  returns  to  writs  of  error. 

In  process  of  foreign  attachment,  costs  are  given  against  the  garnishee  only  down  to  the 
th  ’ an^  110  cos^s  ave  given  to  either  party  on  the  scire  facias  against  the  garnishee, 
ere  being  no  power  in  the  court  to  give  them. 

whole  of  the  evidence  relating  to  this  court  it  appears  to  be  desirable  that  the 
order,  or  some  other  legal  person,  should  be  constituted  a member  of  it,  that  the 
juris  letion  should  be  limited  in  amount,  and  the  power  of  removal  of  causes  by  habeas 
°>rpus  and  certiorari  should  be  restricted,  or  abolished. 

of  71"1  P1'11  Bffl  Court  for  the  county  of  the  city  of  Dublin  is  held,  as  stated  in  our  account 
r • e unct'ons  of  the  recorder,  under  the  statute  31  Geo.  II.  c.  16.  Jurisdiction  in  cases 
ejectment  for  non-payment  of  rent  is  given  to  the  recorder  by  the  general  statutes  giving 
T Jurisdiction  to  assistant  barristers. 

B an  13  §iTen  by  the  31  Geo.  II.  c.  16,  s.  5,  to  the  chief  justice  of  the  Court  of  King’s 
c or  Common  Pleas,  or  chief  baron  of  the  Exchequer,  sitting  at  Nisi  Prius. 
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This  is  a court  of  record  under  these  statutes,  and  by  the  38  Geo.  III.  c.  25,  5.  - 
must.be  held  four  times  in  the  year,  as  nearly  as  may  be  at  equal  distances  from  each  other.’ 

Cases  of  contract  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court  of  Conscience  cannot  be  brought  into 
this  court,  as,  by  the  31  Geo.  II.  c.  16,  the  debt  sued  for  must  be  over  40.?.  The  utility  of 
such  a court,  held  for  the  recovery  of  small  debts  before  acompetent  professional  juiW,'  js 
from  this  restriction,  much  diminished. 

The  clerks  of  the  peace  are  the  registers  of  the  court  for  the  trial  of  ejectments.  In  case* 
of  contract  the  register  is  an  officer  appointed  by  the  recorder,  under  the  31  Geo.  II 
c.  16,  s.  4. 

The  fees  of  the  court  are  the  same  as  those  paid  on  such  proceedings  in  the  Civil  Bill 
Courts  of  assistant  barristers. 

By  the  31  Geo.  II.  c.  16,  s.  2,  every  dismiss  and  every  decree  for  any  sum  under  £10 
must,  in  the  first  place,  be  attempted  to  be  levied  on  the  goods  of  the  person  or  persons  against 
whom  such  dismiss  or  decree  shall  be  obtained.  Execution  against  the  body  may  be  issued 
if  the  debt  be  not  levied  or  paid  within  three  months  after  serving  the  party  with  a copy  « 
the  dismiss  or  decree. 

This  court  is  now  held  in  the  months  of  January,  April,  July,  and  October,  on  the  20th  of 
each  month.  There  is  business  for  two  or  three  days’  sittings.  The  number  of  civil  bill?  ja 
cases  of  contract  is  stated  by  the  recorder  to  average  about  300;  and  of  civil  bill  ejectments 
about  12  in  each  quarter. 

Juries  are  very  seldom  resorted  to  in  this  court,  and  the  recorder  stated,  that,  as  far  as  h? 
could  observe,  lie  found  very  little  desire  on  the  part  of  the  suitors  to  resort  to  a jury. 

113.  The  Court  of  Conscience  is  a court  held  for  determining  causes  between  party  and 
party,  under  the  value  of  40s.  of  the  late  currency. 

In  the  statute  33  Geo.  II.  c.  16,  s.  15,  before  noticed,  this  jurisdiction  is  stated  to  have 
been  held  from  time  immemorial,  and  it  was  thereby  established,  ratified,  and  confirmed. 

We  have  noticed  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  and  of  the  11,12  Geo.  III.  c.  1 1,  s.  71,  respecting 
the  president  of  this  court  and  his  deputy. 

A recent  enactment,  1,  2 Will.  IV.  c.  31,  s.  23,  gives  in  certain  cases  a right  of  appeal 
to  the  judges  of  the  superior  courts  sitting  at  Nisi  Prius. 

The  Judges  of  this  court  are  the  president,  (who,  as  already  stated,  is  the  lord  mayor  of  the 
preceding  year,)  or  his  deputy,  appointed  in  the  manner  we  have  before  described,  and  one  or 
more  assistants  from  the  sheriffs'  peers. 

The  Officers  are  the  register  and  bailiffs. 

The  Time  of  holding  the  court  is  from  10  o’clock  in  the  morning,  every  day,  until  the 
business  of  that  day  is  disposed  of,  which  generally  occupies  from  two  to  three  hours. 

The  court  appears  to  take  cognizance  of  all  cases  of  debts  contracted  within  the  county  of 
the  city  of  Dublin,  including  demands  for  seamen’s  wages.  It  also  exercises  jurisdiction 
on  claims  arising  from  the  detention  by  tradesmen,  &c.,  of  articles  delivered  to  them  to 
be  manufactured ; and  from  the  sale  of  bad  or  unmerchantable  articles. 

In  several  instances  demands  of  their  fees,  or  perquisites  of  office,  by  the  officers  appointed 
by  the  corporation  or  the  guilds,  have  been  entertained  in  and  enforced  by  the  adjudication 
of  this  court. 

Thus  we  find  that  the  claim  of  certain  officers,  who  were,  until  very  recently,  appointed  by 
the  guild  of  merchants,  called  coal-meters,  to  a charge  of  6cZ.  per  ton  all  coals  imported  into 
Dublin,  was  enforced  in  this  way.  A prohibition  was,  indeed,  in  one  case,  awarded  by  the 
Court  of  King’s  Bench  to  proceedings  in  the  Court  of  Conscience  for  this  duty,  but  the  decision 
was  founded,  not  on  any  objection  to  the  suit,  as  being  before  a corporate  officer,  for  a Corpo- 
rate Claim,  but  on  the  ground  that  the  course  adopted  to  bring  the  pecuniary  amount  of  the 
demand  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court,  as  hereinafter  noticed,  was  a splitting  of  the 
alleged  cause  of  action. 

The  demand  of  transferable  free  tickets  of  admissions  by  the  city  sheriffs  to  places  of  public 
exhibition  appears  also  in  one  instance  to  have  formed  the  subject  of  a suit  in  this  court,  by 
the  parlies  to  whom  such  tickets  had  been  given,  for  sums  paid  by  them  for  admission, 
on  the  refusal  of  the  proprietor  to  admit  them  on  the  tickets.  Decrees  were  given  against 
him  for  those  sums  with  costs,  and  the  amount  levied  by  arrest. 

The  rents  of  apartments  in  the  City  Marshalsea  are  sued  for  in  this  court  by  the  keeper  of 
that  prison ; this  subject  will  he  more  fully  noticed  in  our  account  of  the  Marshalsea. 

The  fees  of  the  bailiffs  of  the  court,  itself,  for  the  execution  of  its  process,  form  also  oneol 
the  subjects  for  which  suits  are  entertained  in  it. 

It  is  in  reference  to  corporate  demands  that  the  right  of  Appeal,  above  noticed,  has  been 
given  by  the  statute  1,  2 Will.  IV.  c.  31,  s.  23. 

This  enactment  gives  this  right  of  appeal  to  the  party  aggrieved  by  the  decree  or  order  oi 
the  Court  of  Conscience  “ in  any  suit  for  any  demand,  fee,  wages,  or  sum  of  money  claimed  by 
reason  of  any  office,  station,  place,  or  employment,  in  the  gift  or  nomination  of  the  corporation 
of  the  city  of  Dublin,  or  any  guild  thereof,  or  of  any  officer  elected  or  appointed  by  the  sail 
corporation,  or  any  guild  thereof.” 

This  section  provides,  "That  nothing  in  the  Act  contained  shall  give  or  be  construed  to 
give  to  such  Court  of  Conscience  any  jurisdiction  whatsoever  in  any  case  which  such  court  di 
not  possess  before  the  passing  of  this  Act.” 

The  office  of  president  of  this  court  is  a principal  source  of  emolument  to  which  the  W 
mayor  looks  to  reimburse  him  the  expenses  of  his  mayoralty.  A still  stronger  inducement  » 
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the  increase  of  business  in  the  court  is  created  in  the  acting  judge,  by  the  system  in  some  JURISDICTI0N- 

Years  adopted  of  farming  the^  office  for  very  considerable  sums.  The  inferior  officers  of  the 

court,  the  register  and  bailiffs, ’derive  their  respective  emoluments,  the  former  chiefly,  the  latter 

altogether,  from  fees.  Thus  the  multiplication  of  suits,  and  consequently  of  fees,  is  an  object  of 

interest  to  every  branch  of  the  establishment,  and  the  existence  of  this  motive  can  alone,  we 

think,  account  for  many  parts  of  the  Practice  of  the  court  which  are  noticed  in  the  following- 

detail. 

The  Fees  appear  to  be,  in  some  respects,  in  the  discretion  of  the  court.  They  have  been  Increase  of  Fees, 
considerably  increased,  m one  case  trebled,  within  the  last  20  years,  and  new  fees  introduced 
not  before  exacted.  Since  the  change  of  currency  in  1826,  the  fees  have  been  demanded  in  the 
imperial  currency,  thus  adding  8-J-  per  cent,  to  their  actual  amount. 

The  course  of  proceeding  in  this  court  is  by  Summons.  There  are  not  any  written  com-  Summons, 
plaints  or  pleadings,  and  the  cases  are  heard  and  decided  summarily  by  the  president  or  his 
assistants,  without,  in  any  case,  the  intervention  of  a jury. 

There  are  three  descriptions  of  summons,  commonly  distinguished  by  the  names  of  black, 
blue,  and  red. 

The  black  summons  is  the  ordinary  process  of  the  court ; the  fee  paid  for  it  was  formerly  Service  of. 

G\(l.,  it  is  now  10cZ.  By  this  summons  the  defendant  is  required  to  appear  on  the  day  next 
but  one  after  the  date  of  it, — an  interval  which,  in  many  cases,  must  be  unreasonably  brief;  yet 
for  an  increased  fee  of  Is.  Id.  the  complainant  may  obtain  a still  more  expeditious  hearing  by 
issuing  the  blue  summons,  which  is  called  the  immediate  summons,  and  requires  the  appearance 
of  the  defendant  on  the  following  day. 

This  precipitate  course  of  procedure  naturally  leads  to  great  Abuse.  The  summons  may  Abuses  in. 
be  served  by  the  plaintiff  or  any  one  employed  by  him,  or  by  the  bailiffs  of  the  court;  there 
does  not  seem  to  be  any  rule  as  to  the  time  of  service,  and  it  happens  that  the  summons  is 
sometimes  served  on  the  very  day  of  hearing,  and  the  party  coming  at  once  to  the  court 
finds  the  case  already  decided  against  him  in  default  of  his  appearance.  Under  some  presidents 
the  payment  of  a fee  of  2d.  for  expedition  has  enable'd  a plaintiff  to  obtain  a precedence 
for  the  hearing  of  his  cause.  The  defendant,  thus  deprived  of  the  opportunity  of  defence,  has 
no  remedy  but  to  take  out  a summons  for  a rehearing,  as  presently  described. 

On  the  case  being  called  on,  the  plaintiff  pays  a fee  of  5 d.  for  the  entry  of  the  summons.  If  Hearing, 
the  defendant  does  not  appear,  the  plaintiff  is  sworn  to  the  service  of  the  summons  and  the 
amount  of  the  debt,  and  obtains  an  order  for  payment  of  it,  the  fee  on  which  is  Id.  If  both 
parties  appear  they  make  their  respective  statements  without  oath ; but  if  either  requires  his 
adversary  or-  his  witnesses  to  be  sworn,  he  must  pay  a fee  of  5 d.  for  each  oath  administered. 

If  the  decision  is  in  favour  of  the  plaintiff  he  obtains  an  order  as  before ; the  order  includes 
the  fees  for  the  summons  and  entry,  and  the  fees  paid  by  the  plaintiff  for  the  witnesses  sworn 
at  his  request. 

Should  the  defendant  decline  payment,  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  a Warrant  against  him  Warrant, 
for  the  debt  and  costs,  but  the  amount  in  the  whole  cannot  exceed  40s.  of  the  late  currency, 
including  the  fee  paid  by  the  plaintiff  on  the  warrant,  which  is  now  3s.  3d.,  having  formerly 
been  only  Is.  Id.  This  warrant  is  against  the  person  of  the  defendant,  and  is  executed  by  the 
bailiffs.  If  arrested,  the  defendant  is  committed  to  the  City  Marshalsea. 

The  bailiffs  have  a poundage  on  the  execution  of  the  warrant,  namely,  Fees. 


s. 

s. 

d. 

For  any  sum  not  exceeding 

10 

1 

0 

Above  10s.  and  not  exceeding 

20 

2 

0 

„ 20s. 

30 

3 

0 

Exceeding  30s.  - 

- 

4 

0 

plaintiff  ^eeS)  33  ah"eady  noticed,  are  sued  for  by  them  in  the  court,  if  not  paid  by  the 

i ? a£arrant  remain  unexecuted  at  the  expiration  of  the  year  of  office  of  the  president,  the 
p aintiff  must  take  out  a new  warrant  from  his  successor,  paying  a fresh  fee  of  3$.  3d. 

Imprisonment  under  the  warrants  of  this  court  has  been  restrained  by  the  provisions  of  the  Imprisonment. 

R 1 iGe0'  IL  C-  16>  and  34  Geo-  IIL  c‘  18- 
.i  - ,s  ktter  statute  (s.  1)  it  is  enacted  that  no  person  committed  to  the  Marshalsea,  or 
ke  !r-pnSOn’  order  of  the  Court  of  Conscience,  when  the  debt  does  not  exceed  20s.,  shall  be 
the  1 1l1  c^sto^y^  on  any  pretence,  more  than  20  days  from  the  time  of  committal;  and  where 
1 e !roes  not  exceed  40s.,  more  than  40  days  from  the  time  of  committal ; and  the  marshal, 
bee^h*  th  ’ Ere  re<luire(i  to  discharge  them  accordingly.  The  periods  of  imprisonment  had 
The*  ^ j 33  Geo-  II-  c.  16,  s.  17,  limited  to  three  and  six  months,  in  the  same  cases. 
without*20  • section  ofthe  34  Geo-  HI-  c.  18,  directs  that  such  persons  shall  be  set  at  liberty 
what*  Pay,ng  any  money*  fees,  &c.,  by  way  of  gaol-fees,  fees  for  discharge,  or  on  any  pretence 
suchffi0^  ’ and  Presc.ribes  a penalty  of  £5  on  the  marshal,  gaoler,  &c.,  taking  any  fee  on 
sc  arge,  or  detaining  such  prisoner  after  the  expiration  of  the  aforesaid  term, 
rent  nmfeper  of  the  Marshalsea  considers  this  prohibition  as  riot  extending  to  his  charges  for 
Sh  i?  apartments  “ the  prison. 

the  kee  p ^^ndant,  on  being  arrested  and  committed  to  the  Marshalsea,  pay  the  debt  to 
from  thT  at  P™3011’  the  plaintiff  must  pay  a fee  of  6 d.  for  an  order  to  draw  the  money 
fee  0f  . °™cer)  and  the  defendant  must  obtain  an  order  for  his  discharge,  for  which  a like 
M C /S  deman<^ed'  This  order,  it  is  stated,  cannot  be  obtained  before  three  o’clock  in  the 
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day, — an  arbitrary  and  oppressive  arrangement,  for  which  we  are  unable  to  assign  a reason 
In  consequence,  a party  arrested  after  that,  hour  cannot,  even  by  paying  the  amount  in  the 
warrant,  obtain  his  discharge  before  three  o’clock  on  the  following  day. 

Such  is  the  course  of  proceeding  in  cases  where  the  order  in  favour  of  the  plaintiff  g 
submitted  to  by  the  defendant. 

But,  in  case  the  defendant  wishes  to  contest  the  justice  of  the  order,  he  may  do  so  by  a 
Rehearing  of  the  cause.  The  practice  of  the  court,  as  to  this  power  or  privilege  of  rehearinj. 
is  very  peculiar  and  extraordinary,  and  is,  we  apprehend,  too  much  the  result  oi  that  pecuniary 
interest  in  the  increase  of  business  in  the  court,  which  all  its  arrangements  give  to  the  judges 
and  officers. 

In  every  case  where  tlie  defendant  seeks  a rehearing,  even  where  the  cause  has  been  decided 
in  his  absence,  on  a summons  served,  perhaps,  only  a lew  hours  before,  he  must  lodge  with  the 
register  of  the  court,  or  with  the  bailifls  or  keeper  of  the  Marshalsea,  to  be  by  them  handed  to 
the  register,  the  amount  of  the  sum  decreed,  and  costs,  with  a further  sum  for  poundage, 
according  to  the  amount  of  the  debt,  at  the  rate  of  £5  per  cent.  This  poundage  is  retained 
by  the  register,  whatever  be  the  event  of  the  rehearing.  He  must  then  take  out  a red,  or 
rehearing  summons,  for  which  he  pays  a fee  of  1.?.  8 d.  This  is  served  and  proceeded  on  as  an 
original  summons,  with  the  same  fees  for  swearing  witnesses,  &c. ; but  if,  on  the  rehearing,  the 
defendant  succeeds  in  reversing' the  original  order,  he  cannot  on  that  process  recover  the 
costs  he  has  been  thus  put  to.  For  these  costs,  if  he  wishes  to  recover  them  from  the  original 
plaintiff,  he  must  issue  a new  black  summons,  and  proceed  on  it  as  in  an  entirely  new  case,  in 
which  the  former  plaintiff  becomes  a defendant,  and  who  may,  in  his  turn,  try  tlus  demand  for 
costs  over  again,  by  a similar  rehearing  summons,  if  the  order  be  against  him.  Even  the 
original  cause  of  action  is  not  decided  conclusively  by  the  reversal  on  a rehearing ; the  plaintiff 
may  issue  a fresh  black  or  blue  summons,  and  commence  the  litigation  again  for  his 
demand,  and  the  same  process  of  hearing  and  rehearing  may  be  thus  repeated  without  any 
definite  limit  in  the  rules  of  the  court.  A case  was  stated  to  us  in  which  the  plaintiff  had 
drawn  the  money  lodged  for  a rehearing  out  of  court,  or  obtained  it  from  the  bailiff  before  the 
rehearing.  The  decree  was  reversed;  the  defendant  was  then  obliged  to  commence,  by  afresh 
summons,  to  get  back  the  money  lodged ; he  obtained  an  order  for  the  amount,  and  the  original 
plaintiff  then  issued  a summons  for  a rehearing  of  this  second  suit.  He  was,  however,  defeated; 
but  there  were  thus  four  suits  instituted,  and  fees  paid  in  all,  to  try  the  same  question,  and  the 
original  plaintiff,  if  he  pleased,  might  have  resumed  the  litigation,  by  new  process,  as  if  no 
trial  at  all  had  taken  place. 

If  the  case  is  decided  in  favour  of  the  defendant  on  the  original  hearing,  he  may  take  out 
an  order  for  a Dismiss,  for  which  a fee  of  5 d.  is  charged,  but  he  cannot,  on  the  order,  recover 
this  fee,  or  any  fees  he  may  have  paid  for  swearing  witnesses.  For  these  costs,  if  he  seeks  to 
obtain  them  from  the  plaintiff,  he  must  take  out  and  serve  an  original  summons,  with  the 
usual  fees,  &c.  &c. 

The  whole  course  of  these  proceedings  appears  to  us  to  have  no  useful  object  whatever  in 
reference  to  the  suitors  of  the  court,  and  to  tend  to  no  purpose  but  the  encouragement  of  petty 
and  vexatious  litigation,  and  the  consequent  increase  of  emolument  to  the  judges  and 
officers. 

The  Splitting  a Cause  of  Action,  so  as  to  divide  it  into  numerous  separate  demands,  each 
within  the  pecuniary7  jurisdiction  of  the  court,  appears  to  be  in  some  cases  resorted  to  by 
suitors,  and  not.  discouraged  by  the  court,  to  which  this  practice  brings  additional  business 
and  fees. 

Thus,  in  the  Case  of  the  Coal-meter’s  claim,  already  noticed,  the  metage  on  board  the 
same  vessel  and  of  the  same  cargo  was  made  the  subject  of  a distinct  claim  and  summons 
at  each  stage  of  the  delivery  at  which  it  amounted  to  about  30s.,  the  coal-meter  at  these 
periods  making  a demand  of  the  sum,  in  order  to  bring  his  claim  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
court. 

In  a very  recent  instance  of  this  abuse  the  demand  arose  out  of  the  sale  of  a parcel  of 
leather,  for  a sum  exceeding  £30,  to  a shoemaker,  who  had  it  made  up  in  the  articles  of  his 
trade,  and  sold  to  several  persons,  some  of  whom  afterwards  returned  them,  as  made  of 
unsound  materials.  On  each  occasion  of  this  nature  the  shoemaker  proceeded  by  summons 
in  tlie  Court  of  Conscience  against,  the  seller  of  the  leather,  as  upon  a distinct  transaction,  for  * 
sum  within  the  jurisdiction.  Three  of  these  summonses  were  stated  to  have  been  tried  in  the 
same  week.  The  defendant  in  all  of  them  objected  to  the  jurisdiction,  but  his  objection  ^ 
overruled,  and  the  amount  decreed  against  him. 

The  defalcations  and  misconduct  of  the  Bailiffs  of  the  court  in  reference  to  money  deposited 
with  them  tor  rehearings,  or  paid  by  defendants,  appear  to  be  a frequent  cause  of  complaint- 
No  superior  or  more  responsible  officer  is  liable  for  their  default,  and  the  only  mode  of 
redress  left  to  the  party  whose  money  may  be  thus  appropriated  or  withheld  is  to  summon 
the  bailiff  or  his  sureties  for  the  amount, — a proceeding  not  always  attended  with  success,  fro® 
the  insufficiency  of  the  sureties. 

There  are  no  public  Books  or  records  of  the  Court;  those  kept  by  the  register  are  considered 
the  private  property  of  the  president  for  the  year,  who  sometimes  takes  them  away, — 
tending  to  much  inoouvenience,  and  obviously  calculated  to  facilitate  fraudulent  demands 
moneys  previously  recovered,  and  prevent  any  effective  check  on  the  institution  of  fresh  sui 
for  the  same  cause  of  action. 
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The  average  number  of  summonses  issued  in  the  year  is  from  22,000  to  24,000 ; the  Number 
of  Causes  heard  is  about  two-thirds  of  the  summonses  issued,  and  the  number  of  warrants 


about  2,500. 

The  proportion  of  the  Fees  payable  to  the  Register  are, 

d. 

On  each  warrant  - - - 9^ 

On  each  order  ------  6 

On  all  affidavits  filed  in  the  court  6 

On  each  search  - - 2 

Notice  for  attendance  on  adjournment  3 

For  issuing  a summons  after  three  o’clock  - 3 

On  an  immediate  summons  3 

And  the  entire  poundage  on  lodgments  of  money. 


It  is  a subject  of  complaint  that  persons  not  in  the  profession  are  permitted  to  practise  as 
Attorneys  in  this  court,  and  take  fees  from  the  suitors.  This  matter  does  not,  however, 
appear  at  any  time  to  have  been  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  court,  with  a view  to  its 
correction.  A person  connected  with  the  lord  mayor’s  office  was  mentioned  as  practising 
for  four  or  five  years  in  this  manner. 

We  attribute  much  of  the  abuses  which  prevail  in  the  practice  of  this  court  to  the  system 
which  gives  so  immediate  an  interest  to  its  judges  and  officers  in  the  fees  payable  by  the 
suitors.  The  practice'  of  rehearings  deserves  particular  attention  in  any  considerations  for 
the  improvement  of  this  jurisdiction,  and  it  is  in  our  opinion  very  objectionable,  in  so  extensive 
and  populous  a district,  that  the  hearing  of  causes  should  be  proceeded  with  on  so  brief  a 
summons  as  is  sanctioned  by  this  court.  A very  moderate  scale  of  fees  would  provide  an 
ample  fund  for  the  well-regulated  expenses  of  the  court ; and  it  is,  we  conceive,  of  the  first 
consequence  to  the  due  administration  of  justice  in  this  tribunal  that  the  president  should  be 
.a  permanent  officer,  and  that  he  and  the  several  officers  of  the  Court  should  be  remunerated 
for  their  services  by  fixed  salaries. 


114.  The  following  Gaols  are  locally  situate  within  the  county  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  or  con- 
nected with  its  criminal  and  civil  jurisdiction. 

Newgate. 

Four  Courts  Marshalsea. 

Sheriffs’  Prison. 

City  Marshalsea. 

Smithfield  Penitentiary. 

Richmond  Bridewell. 

The  Four  Courts  Marshalsea,  which  is  a prison  for  debtors  only,  is  exclusively  under  the 
control  and  superintendence  of  Government,  independent  of  the  city  authorities  and  grand 
jury.  We  do  not,  therefore,  propose  to  make  further  mention  of  it  in  this  Report. 

A local  inspector  of  the  other  prisons  (except  the  City  Marshalsea)  has  been  appointed 
by  the  city  grand  jury  under  the  7 Geo.  IY.  c.  74,  s.  65.  This  officer  occasionally  also  visits 
the  City  Marshalsea,  but  does  not  exercise  any  authority  over  it. 

The  salary  of  this  officer  is  £400  per  annum,  paid  by  presentment  of  the  city  grand  jury. 

The  provisions  of  the  7 Geo.  IV.  c.  74,  for  appointing  a Board  of  Superintendence  by  the 
grand  jury,  do  not  extend  to  the  city  of  Dublin,  and  the  duties  of  such  a board  are  here  left  in 
the  hands  of  the  general  body  of  the  grand  jury. 

The  divisional  justices  of  the  police  district  of  the  metropolis  are,  by  the  Police  Act, 
48  Geo.  III.  c.  140,  s.  93,  bound  to  visit  and  inspect,  not  less  than  six  times  in  each  year, 
all  gaols,  houses  of  correction,  marshalseas,  and  other  places  within  the  district  for  the  custody 
of  persons  confined  for  debt,  or  charged  with  or  guilty  of  any  treason,  felony,  &c.  and  as 
often  as  it  shall  to  them  appear  necessary  or  expedient  to  report  the  state  and  condition  of 
such  gaols,  &c.,  with  their  observations  and  remarks  thereon,  to  the  chief  secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  or  in  his  absence  to  the  under  secretary  for  the  civil  department,  and  to  the 
judges  of  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench. 

Special  powers  are  given  by  sections  91  and  92  to  the  divisional  justices  over  the  houses 
-of  correction;  these  powers  will  be  presently  further  noticed. 

115.  The  gaol  of  Newgate  was  made  a gaol  for  the  county  and  county  of  the  city  of  Dublin 
tor  the  purposes  of  the  execution  of  commissions  of  oyer  and  terminer,  &c.  under  the  Irish 
statute  3 Geo.  II.  c.  15.  To  this  prison  all  offenders  within  the  county  of  the  city  of  Dublin, 
•and  that  part  of  the  county  at  large  which  is  within  the  Circular  Road,  are  committed  for  trial. 

, 13r"So  th®  place  of  confinement  of  persons  sentenced  for  short  periods  of  imprisonment  by 
tne  Court  of  King’s  Bench,  the  Commission  and  Quarter  Sessions  Courts,  and  for  transport 
convicts. 

a “ a Prls!m  *>r  debtors.  The  class  of  debtors  committed  to  it  appear  to  be  persons 

stedby  the  coroners;  they  are  very  few  in  number. 

We  have  already  stated  the  mode  of  appointment  and  emoluments  of  the  governor  of  the 
pnson.  The  other  Officers  exclusively  attached  to  it  and  their  respective  salaries  are, 
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Deputy  governor,  per  annum 
Clerk  - 

Five  turnkeys,  each 
Hospital  superintendent 
Two  matrons 
Serjeant  of  the  guard 
Five  privates  of  ditto,  each 
Seven  ditto,  ditto  - 
Schoolmaster 


£. 

s. 

d. 

_ 

. 

200 

0 

0 

_ 

_ 

- 

78 

0 

0 

. 

- 

- 

52 

0 

0 

_ 

. 

- 

54 

12 

0 

. 

_ 

- 

50 

0 

0 

. 

- 

- 

61 

2 

0 

_ 

. 

36 

5 

0 

- 

- 

- 

28 

12 

0 

The  <mards  receive  two  suits  of  clothing  per  annum . 

The  crovemor  receives  six  prisoners’  allowances  of  provisions  : the  deputy  governor,  four: 
matrons  and  clerk,  two:  the  turnkeys  and  guard,  and  hospital  superintendent,  one  each. 

The  other  officers  who  attend  the  prison  are,  a chaplain  of  the  Established  Church,  a 
Roman  Catholic  chaplain,  and  a Presbyterian  chaplain,  a physician,  surgeon,  and  apothecary, 
all  appointed  by  the  grand  jury  under  the  provisions  of  the  7 Geo.  IV.  c.  74. 

The  deputy  governor  and  clerk  are  appointed  by  the  governor : the  turnkeys,  matrons, 
guards,  &c.  are  appointed  by  the  grand  jury. 

Until  within  a few  years  past  the  duties  of  a guard  were  performed  by  a detachment  of  the 
military.  On  their  being  withdrawn  the  present  establishment  was  substituted. 

The  Protestant  chaplain  is  also  chaplain  to  the  Sheriffs’  Prison  and  Smithfield  Penitentiary. 
He  is  one  of  the  curates  of  the  parish  of  St.  Miclian’s,  in  which  Newgate  and  the  Sheriffs’ 
Prison  are  situate.  His  salary  for  attendance  on  all  these  prisons  is  £65  per  annum. 

The  Roman  Catholic  chaplain  of  Newgate  is  also  chaplain  to  the  Sheriffs’  Prison.  His 
salary  is  £45  per  annum. 

The  Presbyterian  chaplain  holds  the  same  office  in  the  Sheriffs’  Prison,  Richmond 
Bridewell,  and  Smithfield  Penitentiary.  His  salary  is  £100  per  annum.  The  same  indi- 
vidual is  also  Presbyterian  chaplain  of  the  Four  Courts  Marshalsea. 

The  physician  and  surgeon  also  attend  the  Sheriffs’  Prison,  City  Marshalsea,  Richmond 
Bridewell,  and  Smithfield  Penitentary. 

The  salary  of  the  physician  for  these  services  is  £400  0 0 

Of  the  surgeon  -------  - 400  0 0 

The  apothecary  of  Newgate  is  also  apothecary  to  the  Sheriffs’  Prison. 

The  salaries  of  all  the  officers  and  the  general  expenses  of  the  prison  of  Newgate,  and 
maintenance  of  the  prisoners,  are  defrayed  by  grand  jury  presentment  from  the  county  of 
the  city  of  Dublin ; there  are  not  now  any  charges  made  to  debtors  for  rent  of  the  apartments. 

Many  and  serious  deviations  from  the  system  of  prison  discipline  prescribed  by  the  statute, 
7 Geo.  IV.  c.  74,  occur  in  this  prison,  both  in  the  classification  of  prisoners  and  other  arrange- 
ments ; they  are  chiefly  attributable  to  the  defective  accommodation  afforded  in  the  prison  for 
the  numbers  committed  to  it. 

The  average  number  of  weekly  committals  is  about  50,  and  the  number  of  prisoners  has 
varied  from  200  to  300,  of  whom  about  one-third  are  females.  The  prison  is  stated  to  he 
capable  of  accommodating  about  200  prisoners,  but  we  were  informed  by  the  local,  inspector 
that  he  has  known  400  confined  in  it,  and  the  present  governor  said  there  were  so  many 
prisoners  when  he  was  appointed  (about  five  years  since.)  He  attributes  the  diminution  in 
the  numbers  partly  to  a diminution  of  crime,  and  partly  to  the  more  frequent  infliction  ot 
the  punishment  of  transportation. 

The  21st  rule  prescribed  for  the  government  of  prisons  by  the  7 Geo.  IV,  c.  74.  s.  109, 
and  to  be  observed  in  every  prison  so  far  as  shall  be  practicable  therein,  is,  that  “Every 
prisoner  shall  be  provided  with  suitable  bedding,  and  every  male  prisoner  with  a separate 
bed,  hammock,  or  cot,  either  in  a separate  cell,  or  in  a cell  with  not  less  than  two  other  male 
prisoners.” 

The  arrangements  of  Newgate  appear  not  to  admit  of  the  observance  of  this  rule;  it  is 
stated  by  the  governor  that  he  has  very  often:  six  prisoners,  and  sometimes  eight,  in  each  cell, 
two  in  a bed. 

This  defect  of  accommodation  also  prevents  that  classification  of  the  prisoners  which  the 
statute  provides  for,  and  is  further  productive  of  inconvenience  in  the  non-residence  of  some  of 
the  officers  of  the  prison. 

The  governor,  on  this  account,  does  not  reside  in  the  prison ; his  residence  is,  however,  in 
an  adjoining  house.  The  head  matron  is  non-resident,  she  attends  the  prison  only  during  the 
day ; she  resides  at  about  half  a mile’s  distance  from  the  prison,  and  does  not  come  to  it  earlier 
than  ten  or  eleven  o’clock.  Two  only  of  the  turnkeys  are  resident. 

Difficulties  in  the  observance  of  the  material  points  of  prison  discipline,  as  the  prohibition  of 
the  introduction  of  spirits,  &c.  appear  to  exist. 

The  schoolmaster  seems  to  be  a very  objectionable  person  for  such,  a situation.  It* 
admitted  that  he  has  been  twice  committed  to  the  prison  by  the  magistrates  for  assaults  within 
a short  period. 

Some  evidence  was  given  before  us  of  suspected  interference  by  this  individual,  and  other 
persons  admitted  to  the  prison,  with  the  religious  tenets  of  the  prisoners,  but  we  had  not  any 
statement  of  that  nature  from  the  Roman  Catholic  chaplain,  or  from  any  individual  upon 
whom  the  exercise  of  such  influence  had  been  attempted.  The  governor’s  account  of  t 
schoolmaster  was,  that  he  made  the  prisoners  who  chose  to  be  instructed  read,  write,  a 
learn  arithmetic,  and  read  religious  books;  that  he  had  never  heard  him  use  control  era 
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arguments,  but  that  he  was  what  is  vulgarly  called  " a Biblical.”  He  also  stated  that  there  was  1 

a committee  of  Protestant  ladies  who  attended  the  females,  to  converse  with  them  on  religious 

subjects,  and  that  one  or  two  of  them  attended  two  or  three  times  a-week ; that  he  never 

heard  of  any  complaint  made  by  any  of  the  Roman  Catholic  prisoners,  male  or  female,  of 

an  interference  with  their  religious  belief ; that  the  Roman  Catholic  chaplain  attended  the 

prison,  probably,  every  second  day,  and  that  the  Sisters  of  Charity  attended  there  also. 

^ The'  official  authorities  by  whom  the  prison  is  at  different  periods  inspected,  are  the  term 
grand  jury,  who  visit  it  at  May  and  November;  occasionally  the  quarter  sessions  grand  jury; 
fhe  sheriffs ; the  police  magistrates,  sometimes,  but  not  often ; the  local  inspector  three  times 
a-week,  on  an  average  ; and  the  inspectors  general  of  prisons  twice  a-year. 

The  provisions  of  the  7 Geo.  IV.  c.  74,  s.  104,  &c.  for  giving  work  to  poor  prisoners,  are 
wholly  unattended  to  in  this  prison,  a further  consequence  of  the  want  of  proper  and  sufficient 
accommodation  for  its  inmates. 

116.  The  Sheriffs’  Prison  is  a place  of  confinement  for  debtors  arrested  under  civil  process.  Sheriffs’  Prison, 
by  the  sheriffs  of  the  county  of  the  city. 

The  mode  of  appointment,  and  the  emoluments  of  the  keeper  of  this  prison,  have  been 
already  noticed. 

The  other  officers  exclusively  attached  to  it  are  appointed  by  the  keeper:  their  descriptions 
and  respective  salaries  are, 

£ s.  d. 


Head  Turnkey,  per  annum 

78 

0 

0 

Two  Turnkeys,  each 

52 

0 

0 

Watchmen  and  Assistants 

52 

0 

0 

Scourer  - - - 

26 

0 

0 

Nursetender  - 

30 

0 

0 

By  the  7 Geo.  IV.  c.  74,  s.  128,  this  prison  and  the  keeper  of  it  have  been  placed  under 
the  control  of  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench,  and  made  subject  to  such  rales  and  orders  as  shall 
be  made  by  the  court  for  the  government  of  the  prison,  and  the  regulation  of  the  rate  of  rents 
for  the  lodging  and  accommodation  of  prisoners,  and  of  the  fees  to  be  taken  by  the  keeper. 

This  prison  is,  by  the  139th  section  of  the  Act,  excepted  from  the  clauses  of  it  which 
abolish  gaol-fees. 

The  expenses  of  this  prison  are  provided  for  under  the  129th  section  of  the  7 Geo.  IV. 
c.  76,  which  enacts,  that  if  the  amount  of  rents  and  fees  to  be  established  for  the  Sheriffs’ 
Prison  shall  at  any  time  appear  to  the  grand  jury  of  the  county  of  the  city  of  Dublin  to  fall 
short  of  the  amount  necessary  to  provide  a sufficient  salary  to  the  keeper  of  the  prison, 
together  with  sufficient  sums  for  the  payment  of  the  hatchmen,  and  other  officers  and  servants 
necessary  for  the  safe  custody  of  the  prisoners,  or  the  discipline  of  the  prison;  the  grand  jury 
at  any  presenting  time  may  make  presentment  of  the  sum  necessary  to  supply  the  deficiency . 
The  grand  jury  is  also  empowered  to  present  such  sums  as  they  shall  think  requisite  for  the 
repairs,  or  other  necessary  expenses  of  maintaining  the  prison.  “ Provided  always  that  the 
salary  of  the  keeper  of  the  said  Sheriffs’  Prison,  including  all  rents  and  fees  allowed  to  be 
received  by  him,  shall  not  in  any  one  year  exceed  the  sum  of  £500  over  and  above  the  salaries 
paid  by  the  keeper  of  the  said  prison  to  the  hatchmen,  and  other  officers  and  servants  in  the 
prison,  to  such  amount  as  shall  be  approved  of  by  the  court  at  each  presenting  term.” 

The  rates  of  rent  and  fees  to  be  taken  in  this  prison  were  fixed  by  the  Court  of  King’s 
Bench,  under  the  authority  of  this  Act,  in  the  year  1826.  They  annually  produce  from  £350 
to  £370  ; the  residue  of  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  expenses  is  provided  by  the  grand 
jury  under  the  powers  above  recited. 

The  rates  of  lodging  vary  from  Is.  7 Id.  to  16s.  3d.  per  week,  according  to  the  accommo- 
dation, except  for  the  common  halls,  in  which  the  charge  for  each  prisoner  is  7 d.  per  week. 
The  number  of  apartments  in  use  in  the  prison  is  32.  ' 

The  fees  established  by  the  court  are, 

s.  d. 


3 4 


To  the  keeper  from  each  person  confined  under  execution, 
for  each  execution  ------ 

To  the  turnkey  on  discharge  - 

To  the  keeper  from  each  person  confined  under  mesne 
process  -------- 

To  the  same  from  each  person  confined  under  a civil  bill 
decree  - 

This  scale  of  rents  and  fees  is  in  the  late  Irish  currency. 

The  number  of  prisoners  confined  in  this  prison  is  very  fluctuating ; it  is  calculatedto 
accommodate  about  60,  which  was  the  number  at  the  immediate  period  of  our  Inquiry.  Ine 
keeper  stated  that  85  prisoners  was  the  greatest  number  he  had  in  it  at  one  time,  and  drat 
about  two  months  before  the  Inquiry  the  number  was  only  35.  He  added  that  about  hair  ot 
all  the  prisoners  are  discharged  under  the  Insolvent  Act.  . __ 

The  keeper  accounts  on  oath  to  the  grand  jury  for  all  the  fees  and  rents  received.  We 
cannot  reconcile  his  statement  as  to  the  rents  received  for  furnished  apartments,  with  what 
r for  them.  The  table  of  rents  contains  the  fol- 

1 rooms, 


we  apprehend  to  be  his  duty  in  accounting  i 
owing  charges  as  to  furnished  rooms, 


d. 


If  let  to  one  person,  to  pay  per  week 
If  let  to  two,  each  person  to  pay  per  week 


16 

11 
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JURISDICTION.  Tjle  keeper’s  statement  to  us  is,  that  furnished  rooms  are  charged  1 1.?.  6 d.  per  week  to  the 
prisoners,  and  should  three  persons  occupy  one  room  they  pay  each  llv.  6 d.,  (being  in  ajj 
£1  14.?.  6 d.)  and  that  in  the  return  to  the  grand  jury  the  charge  would  be  only  stated 
at  12,?. 

The  keeper  does  not  reside  in  the  prison ; his  residence  is  distant  from  it  about  half-a-mik. 

The  general  regulations  approved  of  by  the  judges  of  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench  provide  as 
follows  for  the  payment  of  the  prison  rents : — 

Rule  2.  Each  person  shall  be  appointed  to  a room  according  to  seniority  in  confinement, 
upon  depositing  in  advance  three  weeks’  rent  with  the  keeper  which  is  to  be  accounted  for  by 
the  day,  to  such  prisoner  at  the  time  of  his  discharge,  should  that  happen  before  the  three 
weeks  are  expired. 

Rule  3.  When  a prisoner  shall  be  indebted  for  more  than  three  weeks’  rent  of  his  room 
the  keeper  may  remove  such  person  to  a common  hall. 

The  power  given  by  the  latter  rule  appears  to  have  been  very  sparingly  exercised.  The 
keeper  states  that  it  is  very  difficult  to  collect  the  rents ; it  is  endeavoured  to  collect  them 
weekly. 

Tins  prison  is  visited  by  the  local  inspector  three  or  four  times  a-week.  It  is  also  visited 
by  the  inspectors  general. 

The  city  grand  jury  appear  to  exercise  a degree  of  authority  and  superintendence  over  this 
prison.  By  a late  regulation  (7th  May  1832,)  the  grand  jury  ordered  that  no  visitor  be 
permitted  to  enter  the  prison  after  5 o'clock,  and  that  the  prison  be  entirely  cleared  of 
strangers  at  7 o’clock  in  the  evening;  that  the  laws  and  regulations  relative  to  spiritous 
liquors  be  strictly  enforced,  and  that  no  person  be  admitted  without  strict  examination;  and 
that  the  sheriffs  and  the  keeper  of  the'  prison  be  required  to  cause  such  prisoners,  as  were 
legally  entitled  thereto,  to  be  removed  by  habeas  corpus  to  the  Four  Courts  Marshalsea. 


CityManhalsea.  117.  The  City  Marshalsea  is  exclusively  a debtors’  prison. 

The  prisoners  committed  to  it  are  principally  persons  arrested  under  warrants  of  the  Court 
ef  Conscience,  and  process  of  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Sheriffs’  Court : also  under  countiy 
warrants  from  assistant  barristers,  backed  by  the  city  sheriffs. 

The  only  officers  of  this  prison  are  the  keeper,  whose  mode  of  appointment  and  emoluments 
we  have  stated,  and  two  assistants,  or  hatchmen,  paid  by  him.  There  is  also  a nursetender 
who  is  paid  a salary  of  £10  a-year  by  the  corporation. 

The  corporation  provide  some  occasional  repairs  to  this  prison.  About  five  years  since, 
shortly  after  the  appointment  of  the  present  keeper,  they  appear  to  have  expended  £131  6r. 
on  its  repair ; this  sum,  and  the  nursetender’s  salary,  are  charged  in  the  city  accounts  to  the 
slippage  and  anchorage.  Trifling  sums  for  whitewashing,  &c.  have  been  since  provided  by 
the  lord  mayor,  but  we  do  not  find  any  separate  mention  of  such  expenditure  in  the 
accounts. 

The  accommodation  for  prisoners  in  this  prison  consists  of  10  apartments,  and  the  common 
hall  for  male  prisoners,  and  two  apartments  for  females  ; there  is  also  a part  of  the  prison 
called  the  Hotel,  which  is  furnished  by  the  keeper,  and  occupied  by  prisoners.  The 
average  number  of  prisoners  confined  in  the  City  Marshalsea  is  from  30  to  40 ; there  were 
40  in  it  at  the  time  of  our  Inquiry  ; and  the  keeper  informed  us  that  he  had,  at  one  time,  SO 
prisoners.  The  number  of  committals  in  the  year  is  from  800  to  900. 

The  rate  of  rent  charged  here  to  each  prisoner  for  one  of  the  ordinary  rooms,  is  4s.  per 
week,  but  the  great  majority  of  the  prisoners  appear  to  be  persons  who  cannot  afford  to  pay 
this  rent,  and  who,  in  consequence,  remain  in  the  common  hall,  for  which  the  keeper  states 
that  no  charge  is  made,  unless  in  cases  of  persons  obtaining  their  discharge  by  settling  with 
their  creditors,  when  they  are  charged  2s.  6 d.  fees,  and  at  the  rate  of  Id.  a-night  for  the 
common  hall.  This  common  hall  is  described  as  a room  about  35  feet  in  length,  and  13 
broad,  and  about  eight  feet  six  inches  in  height.  The  persons  confined  in  it  sleep  on  a 
guard  bed ; and  on  the  first  day  of  his  attending  our  Inquiry,  the  keeper  stated  there  were 
34  or  35  inmates  of  it,  one  of  whom  was  a female.  On  a subsequent  day  the  number  was 
stated  to  be  20.  The  charity  of  the  lord  mayor  and  city  treasurer,  and  other  individuals, 
prorides  coals  for  a fire  in  this  apartment  in  winter.  The  inmates  of  it,  as  may  be  concluded, 
are  very  poor ; they  sometimes  get  out  of  prison  by  pawning  their  clothes.  Their  wretched 
condition  is  at  times  relieved  by  the  charitable  interference  of  benevolent  individuals  who 
procure  their  release,  and  in  some  cases  they  are  indebted  to  trifling  sums  provided  by 
casual  charity  for  their  necessary  support.  “ 

There  is  no  provision  made  by  law  for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor  prisoners. 

They  are  chiefly  prisoners  under  Court  of  Conscience  warrants,  for  sums  varying  from  a 
few  shillings  to  £1  16.?.  10c/.,  the  limit  of  the  jurisdiction  of  that  court,  and  each  of  these 
warrants  includes  from  five  to  six  shillings  of  costs. 

To  those  who  are  able  and  willing  to  afford  payment,  the  charge  in  the  separate  apart- 
ments is,  as  we  have  stated,  4s.  a-week,  and  this  charge  is  the  same  to  each  of  any  number 
who  may  occupy  a room.  If  the  prisoner  is  detained  less  than  a week,  the  charge  is  It- 
a-mght.  The  charge  for  accommodation  in  the  hotel  is  10s.  a-week  to  each  person;  it 
Contains  only  two  beds. 

The  keeper  of  the  Marshalsea,  as  we  have  stated,  considers  that  the  provisions  of  the 
statutes  we  have  noticed,  requiring  persons  committed  under  warrants  from  the  Court  of 
Conscience  to  be  discharged  after  a certain  number  of  days,  without  fees,  do  not  prevent  him 
from  claiming  from  such  persons  the  rents  agreed  to  be  paid  by  them  for  the  apartments  in 
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♦1  i-  tiri-on.  He  accordingly,  except  from  prisoners  who  have  remained  in  the  common  hall, 
[ payment  from  such  persons  of  the  stipulated  rent  before  discharging  them,  and 
F *•  t5  on  and  exercises  the  right  of  detaining  tliem  in  the  prison  until  payment,  or  until  the 
artv  eiVes  an  I.  O.  U.  for  the  amount.  This  security  is  given  in  form  to  the  hatchman,  and 
? practice  to  sue  on  these  documents  in  the  Court,  of  Conscience.  The  keeper  considers 
"t  discretionary  with  him  either  to  detain  or  discharge  the  prisoner  for  rent,  even  after  he  has 
lriven  the  I.  0.  U.  In  one  instance  a party  was  recommitted  to  the  Marslialsea  under  a 
warrant  of  the  Court  of  Conscience  for  a demand  of  this  nature  amounting  to  15s.  and  detained 
20  days  upon  this  second  committal. 

“ There  js  n0  local  inspector  to  this  prison.  The  local  inspector  of  the  other  prisons  occa- 
sionally visits  it- ; the  sheriffs  sometimes,  and  the  inspectors  general  of  prisons  twice  a-year. 

The  wretched  condition  of  this  prison,  and  of  its  inmates,  has  been  repeatedly  pointed  out 
by  the  inspectors  general  of  prisons  in  then-  annual  reports.  , ... 

118.  The  Smithfield  Penitentiary  is  a house  of  correction  for  the  reception  of  convicted 
offenders  of  both  sexes.  The  male  convicts  are  juvenile  offenders  varying  from  nine  to  19  years 
of  age.  None  are  sent  here  above  19.  The  male  and  female  prisoners  are  generally  offenders 
convicted  before  the  recorder,  and  sentenced  to  different  short,  periods  of  imprisonment,  and 
before  the  divisional  justices,  under  their  summary  jurisdiction. 

By  a late  regulation  the  female  prisoners  sentenced  by  the  recorder  to  short  periods  of 
imprisonment,  are  sent  to  this  penitentiary  instead  of  being  confined,  as  formerly,  in 
N'eivoate ; and  the  female  prisoners  sentenced  to  imprisonment  for  longer  periods  than  two 
months,  who  were  formerly  sent  to  Smithfield  Penitentiary,  are  now  sent  to  the  Richmond 
Bridewell. 

The  officers  exclusively  attached  to  this  prison,  and  their  respective  salaries,  are, 


Governor,  per  annum 
Matron  - 

Deputy  ditto 
Clerk  - - - 

Head  Turnkey 
Four  Turnkeys,  each 
Three  Female  Servants,  each 
A Messenger 

All  receive  one  prisoner’s  dietary  per  day. 

The  matron  is  the  wife  of  the  governor. 


£ s.  d. 

200  0 0 
50  0 0 
20  0 0 
30  0 0 
32  0 0 
28  0 0 
12  12  0 
12  0 0 


The  officers  are  appointed  by  the  divisional  justices  of  the  head  office  of  police,  under  the 
authority,  we  presume,  of  the  Police  Act,  48  Geo.  III.  c.  140,  s.  91,  which,  however,  only 
mentions  the  office  of  gaoler,  or  keeper.  They  exercise,  also,  under  the  powers  given  them  by 
the  92d  section,  a jurisdiction  and  control  in  suspending,  fining,  or  removing,  any  officer  for 
breach  of  duty. 

The  salaries  of  the  officers,  and  necessaries  for  the  prison,  are  provided  by  presentment  of 
the  grand  jury,  and  disbursed  through  the  receiver  of  the  police  establishment,  under  the  90th 
section  of  the  Police  Act.  The  same  section  provided  for  the  repairs  of  the  houses  of  cor- 
rection in  Dublin  by  like  presentment ; but  by  the  seventh  section  of  7 Geo.  IV.  c.  74,  it  is 
enacted,  that  the  expense  of  building,  purchasing,  procuring,  altering,  enlarging,  and  repairing 
all  penitentiary  houses  in  Ireland,  shall  be  discharged,  and  all  rent  payable  in  respect  thereof 
or  of  tlie  ground,  or  appurtenances  thereof,  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  consolidated  fund. 

The  governor,  and  inferior  officers,  reside  in  the  prison. 

The  average,  number  of  boys  imprisoned  in  this  prison  is  stated  to  be  about  80,  and.  of 
females  about  70.  The  prison  would  contain  170.  without  inconvenience  ; there  has  occasion- 
ally been  a greater  number.  The  number  at  the  time  of  our  Inquiry  were  58  males  and  54 
^ei^es'  k a very  healthy  prison.  .... 

Tlie  Smithfield  Penitentiary  is  regularly  visited  and  inspected  by  the  divisional  magistrates 
of  police,  and  occasionally  by  the  sheriffs  and  the  lord  jnayor.  The  local  inspector  of  prisons 
several  times  a-week ; the  inspectors  general  annually. 

The  classification  of  the  prisoners  is  strictly  attended  to.  All  the  prisoners  are  employed 
as  far  as  can  be  dope.  The  male  prisoners. are  employed  and  instructed  in  weaving ; some  of 
the  females  are  engaged  in  needle-work ; all  are  employed  in  washing  for  the  gaol  of  Newgate, 
and  the  Sheriffs’  Prison.  The  prison  seems  in  every  respect  to  be  extremely  well  managed. 

It  is  attended  by  Protestant,  Roman  Catholic,  and.  Presbyterian  chaplains,  appointed  by 
the  grand  jury. 

- The  Richmond  Bridewell  is  also  a house  of  correction,  more  extensive  than  the  Smith- 
of  tb  ffitentiary,  but  under  the  sarae  arrangements  as  t<5  the  appointment  and  payment 
o e officers,  the  providing  necessaries  for  the  prison,  and  repairs.  , 

tt  is  a modern  building,  and  has  been  erected  at  the  expense,  and  under  the  directions,  of 
government  under  the  9th  section  of  7 Geo.  IV.  c.  74.  . . . 

veo  liPnS°nerS  confined  ia  it  are  male  and  female  convicts,  under  sentences  of  imprisonment, 
* /„iri  Case  males,  for  periods  of  six  months ’and  upwards. 

salaries -0Wing  iS  & Hst  of  the  officers  exclusively  attached  to  this  prison,  and  their  respective 
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Expenses  of  Prisons 
and  Prisoners. 


REPORTS  from  commissioners  on 


Governor,  per  annum 
Deputy  Governor,  ditto  - 
Head  ‘Matron,  ditto  - - 

Three  Assistant  Matrons,  ditto,  each 
Female  Hospital  Matron,  ditto 
Clerk,  ditto  - . 

Seven  Turnkeys,  ditto,  each 

Two  Taskmasters,  ditto,  each  - 

Cook,  ditto  - 

Gate  Porter,  ditto  - 

Male  Hospital  Superintendent,  ditto 

Gardener,  ditto  - 

Schoolmaster,  ditto 

Carter,  ditto  - 

Messenger,  ditto  - 

Two  Watchmen,  ditto,  each 


£ 

s. 

d. 

400 

0 

0 

200 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

31 

10 

0 

36 

18 

5 

52 

0 

0 

52 

0 

0 

52 

0 

0 

52 

0 

0 

52 

0 

0 

36 

18 

3 

33 

12 

0 

30 

0 

0 

21 

12 

0 

12 

0 

0 

36 

8 

0 

All  the  officers  receive  one  prisoner’s  dietary  each  day.  . . 

Protestant,  Roman  Catholic,  and  Presbyterian  chaplains,  a physician,  a surgeon,  and  an 
apothecary,  also  attend  the  prisoners.  .......  , . 

The  male  and  female  departments  of  the  prison  are  perfectly  distinct,  and  a complete 
system  of  classification  of  the  prisoners  exists.  The  average  number  of  prisoners  is  -90;  the 
prison  accommodation  is  not  calculated  for  a greater  number,  and  it  is  considered  by  the 
governor  defective  in  not  having  a separate  cell  for  each  individual.  On  the  day  the  governor 
attended  before  us  the  number  of  prisoners  was  162  males  and  111  females. 

The  prisoners,  both  male  and  female,  are  all  actively  employed,  except  the  sick;  weaving 
is  the  principal  employment ; those  sentenced  to  hard  labour  are  put  to  the  tread-mill.  The 
prisoners  on  being  discharged  are  paid  one-third  of  the  earnings  of  their  labour.  Ihe 
governor  stated  that  £1  was  the  general  average  of  the  sums  paid  on  this  account  to  prisoners 
who  had  been  confined  six  months ; but  that  he  had  paid  a prisoner  going  out  £D.  He  also 
stated  that  he  thought  about  one  in  five  of  the  prisoners  confined  there  was  committed  a 
second  time.  . 

This  prison  is  inspected  by  the  police  magistrates,  the  local  inspector,  and  the  inspectors 
general  of  prisons.  , 

Its  condition  and  arrangements  are  highly  creditable  to  the  officers  of  its  establishment. 

120.  In  addition  to  the  direct  Expenses  of  the  Prisons,  their  officers  and  attendants,  the  grad 
juries  present  large  sums  to  various  functionaries  in  lieu  of  fees  on  Prisoners  discharged.  We 
annex  a table  of  the  several  heads  of  expenditure  for  the  year  1834,  of  the  several  prisons, 
and  the  prosecutions  of  prisoners,  as  presented  for  by  the  grand  jury  of  the  county  of  the  city 
of  Dublin.  It  is  to  be  remarked,  and  the  subject  is  one  productive  of  much  complaint,  tha 
the  grand  jury  of  the  county  of  Dublin  does  not  present  any  money  for  the  city  prisons, 
although  a large  proportion  of  the  prisoners  are  for  offences  committed  within  that  portion  o 
the  city  which  is  locally  situate,  in  fact,  within  the  county  at  large.  ... 

Expenses  of  prisons  and  prosecution  of  prisoners,  as  presented  for  by  the  city  of  Dub  n 
grand  juries  in  Easter  and  Michaelmas  terms  1833  : — 


Average  Number 
of  Prisoners 
estimated  at 

£ s.  d. 


Provisions,  &c.  - 

5,523 

18 

9 

200 

Repairs  - 

- 

467 

12 

4 

Newgate. — Salaries  - - - 

- 

1,212 

12 

3 

170 

Smithfield  Penitentiary. — Salaries 

- 

494 

6 

8 

Richmond  Bridewell. — Salaries 

- 

1,662 

19 

2 

290 

Sheriffs’  Prison. — Salaries 

_ 

583 

9 

7 

60 

Medical  Attendance. — Salaries 

. 

800 

0 

0 

Drugs,  &c. 

_ 

309 

1 

11 

Local  Inspector  - 

- 

409 

4 

8 

Religious  Attendance. — Salaries 
Fees  on  Prosecutions,  &c. 

- 

300 

0 

0 

To  Clerks  of  the  Peace  - 

V 

1,520 

IP  10 

Clerk  of  the  Crown  - 

. 

199 

18 

7 

Sheriffs  - 

- 

400 

4 

9 

Gaoler  of  Newgate  - 

208 

6 

4 

Crier  of  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions 

- 

155 

5 

6 

£14,247  12 

4 
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MUNICIPAL 

REGULATIONS. 


121.  The  present  system  of  Police  in  Dublin  seems  to  be  the  result  of  a long  course  of  legis-  Police. 
lative  experiment  on  the  subject. 

In  the  vear  1715,  an  Act  of  Parliament  was  passed  for  the  purpose  of  regulating  parish  Statutes  relative  to 
watchmen  (2  Geo.  I.  c.  10.)  In  1778,  a statute  was  passed  (17,  18  Geo.  III.  c.  43)  the  Watch  and  Po- 

which  enacted,  that  each  of  the  parishes  in  the  city  and  suburbs  should,  for  the  pur-  V^l  ^C5eo°ili.c'.I”* 

noses  of  that  Act,  be  a distinct  ward,  and  that  the  lord  mayor  should  appoint  some  one 
of  the  aldermen  of  the  city  to  be. alderman  of  the  ward,  and  as  such  to  have  the  special 
superintendence  and  care  of  the  police  of  the  said  ward,  with  power  to  appoint  one  of  the 
common  council,  and  a resident  in  and  inhabitant  of  said  ward,  to  act  therein  as  deputy  to 
the  said  president : and  further,  that  the  inhabitants  of  each  of  the  said  wards  should  every 
year,  at  a vestry,  choose  a certain  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  ward,  paying  scot 
and  lot  not  less  than  six,  or  more  than  twelve,  to  be  the  representat  ives  of  the  said  ward  in  a~ 
wardmote  court,  which  might  be  held  for  the  year  then  next  ensuing  : and  that  said  ward- 
mote court  should  have  power,  from  time  to  time,  to  make  and  establish  such  reasonable 
rules,  orders,  and  regulations,  with  respect  to  the  police  of  the  said  ward,  and  the  preservation 
of  the  peace  therein,  as  to  them  should  seem  fit ; and  to  choose  and  appoint,  from  time  to 

time,  such  a number  of  persons  as  they  should  judge  requisite,  to  act  as  constables,  or  inferior 

peace  officers  therein ; and  also  to  choose  such  a number  of  persons  as  they  should  judge 
requisite  to  he  watchmen,  guards,  or  patrols,  of  the  said  respective  wards,  from  sunset  to 
sunrise,  and  to  have  the  same  properly  armed  and  clothed,  in  a manner  suitable  to  the 


occasion. 

In  1786,  the  police  system  was  materially  altered  by  giving  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  power  26  Geo.  III.  c.  24. 
to  nominate  and  appoint  any  three  persons,  magistrates  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  to  be  commis- 
sioners of  police  for  the  preservation  of  the  peace  within  the  district  of  the  metropolis.  The 
commissioners  to  appoint  such  number  of  men  as  should  be  necessary,  furnished  with  proper 
arms  and  accoutrements,  to  act  as  ministerial  officers  of  the  peace  within  the  said  district, 
and  the  four  divisions  into  which  it  was  to  be  divided ; not  exceeding,  however,  in  all,  40 
petty  constables,  four  chief  constables  of  divisions,  and  one  high  constable  for  the  district.  The 
said  commissioners  were  also  to  retain  and  employ  not  exceeding  400  watchmen,  to  be  armed 
and  accoutred ; and  also  not  exceeding  40  persons  to  be  constables  of  the  nightly  watch. 

This  Act  gave  the  commissioners  the  power  of  assessing  upon  every  house  and  tenement 
within  the  district,  rates  not  exceeding  Is.  Q>d.  in  the  pound  of  the  yearly  rent  as  rated  for  the 
collection  of  ministers’  money,  or  watch,  money,  &c. 

It  appointed  salaries,  not  exceeding  £500  for  the  first  commissioner,  and  £300  each 
to  the  others,  and  £200  to  each  of  the  resident  justices ; and  that  the  secretary,  clerks, 
assistants,  and  servants,  high  and  petty  constables,  should  be  paid  such  sum,  &c.  not 
exceeding  in  the  whole  £2,200,  and  the  clerks  and  assistants  of  the  justices  not  exceeding 

£500. 

We  have  noticed,  in  another  part  of  this  Report,  the  violent  hostility  with  which  the 
system  of  magistracy  proposed  by  this  Act  was  encountered,  and  the  consequences  of  the 
opposition  in  the  contests  relating  to  the  election  of  alderman  James  to  the  office  of  lord 
mayor.  The  system,  however,  was  fully  established,  and  is  the  foundation  of  that  now  in 
operation. 


This  statute  was  amended  by  the  28  Geo.  III.  c.  45,  which  gave  power  to  employ  100  28  Geo.  III.  c.45. 
additional  watchmen ; but,  in  a few  years  after,  in  1795,  we  find  both  these  Acts  repealed 
(save  the  repealing  clauses)  as  far  as  they  related  to  the  police  of  Dublin,  or  parts  adjacent,  ^ 
by  the  35  Geo.  III.  c.  36.  This  statute  enacted,  that  the  district  of  the  metropolis  should  be  35  Geo.  III.  c.  36. 
divided  into  two  parts,  viz.  the  north  and  south  divisions,  separated  by  the  river ; and  that 
there  should  be  a superintendent  magistrate  for  the  district,  and  a divisional  justice  for  each 
division,  to  be  elected  from  among  the  aldermen  in  the  manner  therein  mentioned. 

This  Act  was  amended  in  the  following  year  by  the  36  Geo.  III.  c.  30.  Both  these  Acts  35  Geo.  III.  <■•  30. 
nere  not  many  years  afterwards  repealed  by  the  present  Police  Act.,  48  Geo.  III.  c.  140,  e0‘  -c- 

which,  however,  refers  to  and  adopts  the  mode  of  rating  provided  by  tile  repealed  statutes. 

.% this  Act  the  Castle  of  Dublin,  and  all  places  within  eight  (Irish)  miles  thereof,  not  MMtM 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court  of  Admirauy,  were  to  be  united  in  one  District,  and  this  P- 

be  divided  into  six  divisions.  ,r. 

i he  limits  of  these  divisions  were  to  be,  from  time  to  time,  directed  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 

warrant  under  his  -hand  and  seal.  . . . . , 

eighteen  persons  were  to  he  appointed  Divisional  Justices ; 12  of  them,  vis.  six  barristers,  Divisional  Justices, 
hree  aldermen,  and  three  sheriff  peers,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Lord  Lientenant,  and  three 
Mermen  and  three  sheriff  peers  to  be  elected  by  the  corporation  in  the  manner  therein 
oentioned,  and  already  noticed  in  this  Report ; and  the  Lord  Lieutenant  was  to  appoint  one 
“visional  justices,  being  an  dlderman,  to  be  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  police  oi 


alll'f  Act  “"tains  numerous  regulations  and  directions,  to  several  of  which  we  have 
Kdy  occasionally  adverted.  It  it  still  in  force,  as  altered  and  amended  by  the  5 Geo.  IV. 

^ C.  I.  I 
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Receiver  of  the 
Public  Offices. 


Offices  of  Police. 


Clerks, 

Office  Constables. 
Peace  Officers. 


Patrolling:  Con- 
stables. 


Bv  this  latter  Act  the  Lord  Lieutenant  was  empowered  to  divide  the  police  district 
four  divisions  instead  of  six,  and  to  cause  four  police  offices  to  be  established ; and  upon  sucl 
division  being  made,  to  select  12  of  the  divisional  justices,  consisting  of  four  barristers,  foj. 
aldermen,  and  four  sheriffs’  peers,  or  members  of  the  common  council ; it  directed  tfc,- 
three  of  these,  viz.  one  barrister,  one  alderman,  and  one  sheriffs’  peer,  or  member  of  ifo 
common  council,  should  be  attached  to  each  of  the  said  offices : provided  that  two  of  the 
said  four  aldermen,  and  two  of  the  said  four  sheriffs’  peers,  or  members  of  the  said  common 
council,  should  be  such  as  were  originally  elected  by  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Dublin. 

By  the  fourth  section  of  the  4S  Geo.  III.  c.  140,  the  Lord  Lieutenant  is  enabled  ts 
appoint,  a Receiver,  not  being  an  alderman  of  the  city,  who  shall  be  called  “ The  Receiver  of 
the  Public  Offices  in  the  Police  District  of  Dublin  Metropolis.”  The  receiver  is  declared 
incapable  of  being  appointed,  or  elected,  a divisional  justice,  and  is  to  be  removable  by  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  at  pleasure. 

He  is  also,  by  the  16th  section,  to  give  security  by  bond,  with  two  sufficient  sureties, 
in  such  sum  as  the  divisional  justices  of  the  head  office,  or  any  of  them,  shall  appoint. 

The  approbation  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Privy  Council  is  required  to  the  election  a 
any  of  the  divisional  justices  by  the  corporation.  And  the  eighth  section  of  this  Act  provids 
that  they  shall  hold  their  offices  during  good  behaviour,  or  until  removed  therefrom  by  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  or  other  chief  governor  of  Ireland. 

Powers  are  given  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  or  chief  governor,  to  fix  and  change  the  divisions 
in  which  the  justices  shall  act,  and  to  appoint  any  one  of  them,  being  an  alderman,  to  he 
•the  chief  magistrate  of  the  police  of  Dublin,  who  shall,  for  the  time  being,  he  one  of  tk 
divisional  justices  of  the  Castle  Division,  called  “ the  Head  Office  of  Police.” 

To  this  head  office  the  divisional  justices  arc  to  send  weekly  abstracts  of  their  proceedings. 

It  is  provided  by  the  1 3th  section,  that  one  or  more  of  the  divisional  justices  shall  diligently 
attend  at  each  of  the  offices,  each  in  his  proper  division,  every  day  From  10  o’clock  m tk 
morning  until  S o’clock  in  the  evening,  and  at  such  other  times  and  places  as  shall  be  found 
necessary:  that  two  of  them  shall  attend  together  at.  each  of  the  offices  from  11  o’clock ii 
the  forenoon  until  3 o’clock  in  the  afternoon ; and  that  each  barrister  shall  attend  at  his 
divisional  office  at  all  hours,  though  not  his  turn  of  duty,  whenever  any  matter  of  weight  or 
difficulty  shall  occur  to  require  his  presence  ; a written  notice  that  his  attendance  is  so  required 
signed  by  either  of  the  other  justices  of  the  division,  or  the  chief  clerk  to  the  office,  being  firs 
left  at  his  place  of  abode. 

The  divisional  justices  are  declared  incapable  of  being  Members  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  the  barristers  are  precluded  from  practising  as  such:  aud  all  barristers,  and  other 
persons,  nominated  or  appointed  under  the  Acts,  (except,  the  divisional  justices,  who  shall  be 
aldermen,  sheriff's’  peers,  or  common  councilmen,)  are  prohibited  from  voting  for  the  election 
of  a Member  of  Parliament  for  the  county  or  city  of  Dublin,  or  in  any  manner  endeavouring 
to  persuade  any  elector  to  vote,  or  dissuade  any  elector  from  voting,  under  a penalty  ot 
£100.  ' 

Under  the  17th  section  of  the  4S  Geo.  III.  c.  140,  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  or  other  chief 
governor,  is  empowered  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  Privy  Council,  out  of  the  funds  appli- 
cable to  the  expenses  of  the  establishment,  to  direct  such  sums  as  he  shall  think  proper  to  be 
paid  to  the  divisional  justices  for  their  time  and  trouble,  not  exceeding  the  yearly  sumoi 
£500  to  each,  and  £100  in  addition  to  the  chief  magistrate  of  police,  and  such  sums  as  he 
shall  think  proper,  not  exceeding  £500  yearly  to  be  retained  by  the  receiver.  The  same 
section  empowers  the  Lord  Lieutenant.,  Sec.  to  direct  such  yearly  sums  as  he  shall  thiik 
proper  to  be  paid  to  the  chief  magistrate  for  paying  and  providing  all  necessaries  for  the 
patrols  thereinafter  mentioned,  and  such  farther  yearly  sums  as  he  shall  think  proper  to  be 
paid  to  the  divisional  justices  for  payment  of  clerks,  peace-officers,  patrols,  anil  others 
therein  employed  : “ Provided,  however,  that  the  whole  charges  attending  the  said  offices,  the 
said  salaries  being  therein  included,  shall  not  exceed  the  annual  sum  of  £29,000,  over  and 
above  the  necessary  disbursements  for  hiring,  repairing,  or  building  the  houses,  or  buildings, 
wherein  the  said  public  offices  shall  be  held.” 

The  divisional  justices  are  directed,  in  their  respective  offices,  to  retain  and  employ  aoj 
number,  no.  exceeding  two  Clerks,  three  Office  Constables,  and  four  Peace  Officers,  and  at  the 
head  office  the  number  of  peace  officers  may  be  28.  The  power  of  dismissing  these  clerks 
and  officers,  and  appointing  others  in  their  places,  is  given  to  the  divisional  justices,  or  any 
two  of  them.  ° 

Tile  divisional  justices  of  the  head  office  are  directed  also  to  retain  and  employ  a suffideD' 
number  of  fit  and  able  men,  not  exceeding  100,  to  act  as  Patrolling  Constables  in  all  parts'* 
the  district  by  night  and  by  day',  as  occasion  shall  require,  and  the  chief  magistrate  to  empty 
a sufficient  number  of  fit  and  able  men,  not  exceeding  100,  to  act  as  town  patrolling  constables 
under  his  command,  in  all  parts  of  the  district,  by  ni°ht  and  by  day,  as  occasion  nty 
require,  sec.  21.  c J 

No  person  appointed  as  constable  shall  be  or  act  as  a domestic,  or  menial  servant,  to  a? 
person  whatsoever ; aud  any  ot  the  divisional  justices,  receiver,  or  other  officer,  or  clerk,  * 
shall  retain  or  employ  any  constable  as  a menial  servant,  shall  forfeit  £100,  sec.  23. 

The  _ 1th  section  prohibits  any  brewers  or  distillers,  dealers  in  wine  by.  retail,  t°li^®*“ 
public  houses,  and  partners  of  such  person  or  persons,  having  licences  to  sell  malt  l*? 
or  spirituous  liquors,  or  in  any  manner  engaged  as  sellers  thereof,  and  victuallers,  andp®-500 
keeping  public  houses,  from  holding:  any  office  or  situation  whatever  under  the  Act. 

I he  rate  of  payment  of  the  constables  is  fixed  by  the  25th  section  as  follows  : — 
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To  the  ordinary  chief  constable  of  each  division. 
Any  sum  not  exceeding  - 
To  the  other  constables,  except  the  patrols. 

Any  sum  not  exceeding 
To  the  horse  patrolling  constables, 

Any  sum  not  exceeding 
To  the  other  patrolling  constables. 

Any  srim  not  exceeding 


£ s.  d. 

100  0 0 per  annum. 
40  0 0 
18  0 per  week. 

0 14  0 


Besides  such  extraordinary  expenses  as  they  may  be  necessarily  put.  to  in  apprehending 
offenders,  and  executing  the  orders  of  the  divisional  justices,  such  expenses  being  verified  by 
affidavit,  and  approved  of  by  the  chief  magistrate  of  police,  or  two  divisional  justices  of  the 
division. 

The  26th  section  of  the  48  Geo.  III.  c.  140  provides,  that  if  any  of  the  divisional  justices, 
receiver,  clerk,  acting  constables,  or  other  person,  holding  any  office  whatsoever  under  and 
by  virtue  of  the  Act,  shall  by  age,  sickness,  or  accident,  become  unable  to  perform  the  duties 
of  such  office,  and  shall,  therefore,  resign  or  be  removed  therefrom,  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  or 
other  chief  governor,  if  he  shall  tliink  proper  so  to  do,  may  direct  that  a Pension,  chargeable 
on  the  funds  applicable  to  the  support  of  the  establishment,  clear  of  all  taxes  and  deductions, 
shall  be  paid  to  every  such  person,  not  exceeding  two-thirds  of  the  salary,  payable  to  such 
person  by  virtue  of  that  Act,  immediately  previous  to  his  so  resigning  or  beino-  removed, 
“ provided  that  no  person  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  any  such  pensioner  allowance,  unless 
he  shall  have-  served  25  years,  or  shall  have  been  disabled  by  any  unavoidable  or  permanent 
disease,  acquired  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  under  this  Act.” 

By  the  94th  section  of  this  statute  it  is  provided, Cf  in  order  that  every  part  of  the  metropolis 
may  be  effectually  guarded,  and  that  a sufficient  number  of  Watchmen  may  be  provided  for 
that  purpose,  that  the  divisional  justices  of  the  head  office,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  retain 
and  employ  such  number  as  they  shall  think  proper,  of  fit  and  able  men,  not  exceeding 
/CO,  or  less  than  500,  during  the  months  of  October,  November,  December,  January, 
February,  and  March,  nor  less  than  400  during  the  other  months,  to  be  nightly  watchmen ; 
and  shall  also  retain  and  employ  such  number  of  persons,  not  exceeding  three,  for  each 
watchhouse,  to  be  constables  of  the  nightly  watch  in  their  respective  parishes,  or  other 
divisions. 

The  95th  section  provides,  that  no  person  selling  malt  liquors,  or  spirituous  liquors,  shall 
be  capable  of  being  appointed  to  or  holding  the  office  of  watch  constable. 

The  9Sth  section  empowers  the  divisional  justices  of  the  head  office,  or  any  two  of  them, 
to  make  rules  and  orders  for  regulating  the  constables  of  the  watch,  and  watchmen,  and 
prescribing  their  duty  and  service,  to  be  enforced  by  penalties,  not  exceeding  40s.  and 
imprisonment,  not  exceeding  one  month,  to  be  imposed  and  directed  by  the  divisional 
justices  of  the  head  office,  or  one  of  them. 

The  109th  section  empowers  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  appoint  a person  to  attend  and 
suppiy  medicine  to  the  watch  constables  and  watchmen,  the  allowance  to  he  paid  to  such 
person  to  be  approved  of  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  or  other  chief  governor  or  chief  secretary, 
or  i,1?  “S  absence,  by  the  under  secretary  for  the  civil  department. 

e lilth  section  provides,  that  the  lord  mayor  of  Dublin  shall  have  power  to  act  at  all 
tunes,  to  muster  and  review  the  watch. 

e above  are  the  principal  provisions  of  the  Police  Act,  which  provide  for  and 
esubiyi  6 °Um^ers  an<^  description  of  officers,  and  other  persons,  to  be  employed  in  this 

Return  has  been  made  to  us  of  the  actual  strength  of  the  Police  and  Watch 
n ments  of  the  police  district  of  Dublin  metropolis,  and  the  persons  employed  in  the 
•(1e^,10n  0 the  funds  destined  for  its  support,  or  whose  salaries  are  charged  on  those  funds, 
“ the  amount  of  salaries,  &c.  on  the  8th  May  1834 


POLICE  ESTABLISHMENT. 

6hief  Magistrate  - 
^leven  Divisional  Justices,  each  - 
Kecorder  ... 

Receiver  - 
Surgeon 

Secretary  ... 

^ perk,  Head  °ffiee  ' I 

Second  Clerk,  ditto  .... 

t^ief  Constable  .... 

TWa  Clerks,  Divisional  Offices,  each 
if  ree  Second,  ditto  ditto 

feSefCo^ables'<iitto  ditt° 

Tw*e  o£3°!S5££r  Patro! 

Carried  forward 


Yearly  or  Weekly  Gross 

Salary  amount.  amount. 


£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

. 

753 

16 

11 

461 

10 

9 

5,076 

18 

3 

. 

1,476 

18 

51 

. 

461 

10 

9 

100 

0 

0 

. 

413 

5 

41 

_ 

230 

15 

41 

_ 

120 

0 

0 

_ 

138 

9 

129 

4 

7i 

387 

13 

101 

73 

16  11 

221 

10 

9 

92 

6 

2 

276 

18 

51 

. 

64 

12 

31 

36 

18 

5 1 

443 

1 

6 

- 

- 

£10,165  11 

2* 

I 2 
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Nightly  Watch. 


Police 

Establishments. 
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.REPORTS  FROM  COMMISSIONERS  ON 


MUNICIPAL 

REGULATIONS. 


Yearly  or  Weekly  Gross 

amount  amount. 

£ d.  £ s.  d 

Brought  forward  - - - 10,165  11  o* 

Thirty  eight  Peace  Officers,  each  - - 36  IS  5 J 1,403  1 5* 

Twenty-nine  Horse  Patrol,  each  per  week  - 0 11  8 879  13  4 

Sixty-nine  ditto,  dismounted,  doing  duty  in  the 

Country  part  of  the  District,  each  per  week  Oil  8 2,093  0 0 

One  Hundred  Town  Foot  Patrol,  each  per  week  0 11  8 3,033  6 8 

One  Horseshoer  - -----  52  00 

One  Armourer  - --  --  - 40  00 

Two  Messengers,  Head  Office,  each  - - 36  18  5J  73  16  H 


£17,740  9 Gf 

Watch  Establishment. 


Surgeon  ------- 

Collection  of  Carriage  Tax  (per  centage  on 
collection.) 

Registrar  of  Carriages  - - - 

Assistant  ditto 

Ditto  ditto  - - - - 

Two  Summons  Servers,  each  £49  4s.  - 
Supervisor  of  Watch  Tax  - 
Assistant  ditto  ------ 

Seven  Collectors  of  ditto  (per  centage  on  col- 
lection.) 

Pay  Clerk  ------ 

Clerk  of  Licences,  & c.  - 

Twenty-six  Watch  Constables,  each  12*.  lid. 
per  week  ------ 

Five  Hundred  and  Thirty-nine  Watchmen, 
each  9*.  3d.  per  ditto  - 


100  0 0 


150  0 0 
100  0 0 
73  16  11 
98  8 0 
150  0 0 
73  16  11 


92  6 2 
73  16  11 

873  3 4 

12,962  19  0 


£14,748  7 3 

Total  charge  for  salaries  on  both  establishments  - - £32  488  16  9J 

The  other  expenses  of  the  establishment  are  also  very  considerable,  and  will  be  presently 
noticed. 


122.  The  divisional  justices  possess  the  general  powers  and  Jurisdictions  of  justices  of  the 
peace  m the  district  of  the  metropolis : and  by  the  5 Geo.  IV.  c.  102,  s.  9,  the  justices  ofthe 
head  office  are  also  constituted  magistrates  of  the  counties  of  Dublin,  Wicklow,  Kildare,  and 
Meath;  but  are  not  compellable  to  act  as  such,  at  any  place  out  ofthe  public  office  of  the 
C astle  Division,  or  upon  any  information  for  offences  less  than  treason  or  felony. 

It  is  provided  by  the  29th  section  of  the  48  Geo.  III.  c.  140,  that  in  all  cases  where  anv 
fines,  penalties,  or  forfeitures,  or  shares  of  fines,  penalties,  or  forfeitures,  were  or  should  be 
limited  and  made  payable  to  His  Majesty,  his  heirs,  and  successors,  or  to  any  description  of 
persons,  other  than  the  informer  or  informers  who  should  sue  for  the  same,  or  the  party 
grieved,  and  which  should  be  recoverable  in  a summary  way  before  a justice  or  justices  ofthe 
peace,  the  same  should  and  might  within  the  police  district  of  Dublin  metropolis  be  sued 
tor  and  recovered  at  some  one  of  the  said  divisional  police  offices,  before  anv  two  of  the 
divisional  justices, -and  not  before  any  justice  or  justices  of  the  peace  out  of  the'said  offices, 
and  that  all  such  fines,  &c.  there  recovered,  should  be  accounted  for  and  paid  by  the  justice, 
N:c.  ievying  and  receiving  the  same,  into  the  hands  ofthe  receiver  ofthe  public  offices. 

} t le  / tli  section  of  the  5 Geo.  IV.  c.  102,  any  one  divisional  justice  may  exercise  this  power. 
1 lie  only  magistrate  whom  we  find  exercising  in  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Dublin  2 
summary  jurisdiction,  m the  adjudication  of  fines  under  penal  statutes,  is  the  lord  mayor, 
i lie  mode  111  which  this  jurisdiction  is  exercised  in  the  lord  mayor’s  court  we  have  already 
adverted  to.  e see  no  reason  for  the  continuance  of  even  this*  exception  to  the  exclusive 
jurisdiction  of  the  divisional  justices  of  police.  r 

The .30th  section  of  the  48  Geo.  III.  c.  140,  provides,  that  where  any  Act  is  directed  or 
authorized  by  law- to  be  done  by  any  justices  of  the  peace,  residing  in  or  near  or  next  to  the 
parish  or  place  where  any  offence  or  other  matter  cognizable  before  them  shall  be  committed 
ore  SUC  1 0 ,‘nce  or  othcr  matter  shall  be  committed  or  arise  within  the  police  district 

of  Dublin  metropolis,  such  net  may  be  done  at  the  public  office  ofthe  division  in  ifllicli  to 
oftence  or  other  matter  shall  be  committed  or  arise,  by  anv  one  or  more  of  the  magistrate 
there  attending  by  virtue  of  that  Act,  or  by  any  other  magistrate  or  magistrates. 

lie  have  not  had  evidence  before  us  of  the  attendance  of  any  magistrate,  not  being’ 
div  isional  justice  ol  police,  at  the  public  offices. 

Tile  31st  section  of  the  48  Geo.  III.  provides,  that  the  warrant  of-  any  of  the  divisional 
J -;re  aPl3rehcnsion  of  any  person  charged  on  oath  with  any  treason  or  felony 
Snnif  thf  Pollce  Strict,  of  the  metropolis,  shall  have  full  force  and  effect  in  anv 
be  founder  lie  ° " llc  l such  person  may  have  fled  or  removed,  or  where  such  person  shall 
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The  divisional  justices  may,  by  warrant  under  hand  and  seal,  direct  rewards,  not  exceed! n a keSSISFons. 
£20,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  funds  of  the  establishment,  to  persons  apprehending,  prosecuting 
or  giving  information  tending  to  the  apprehension  of  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  be 
convicted  of  any  treason  or  felony  committed  in  their  division.  (48  Geo.  III.  c.  140,  s.  32.) 

A similar  power  is  given  by  5 Geo.  IV.  c.  102,  s.  12,  to  any  two  of  the  divisional  justices  of 
the  Castle  Division,  in  cases  of  treason  or  felony  committed  in  any  part  of  the  police  district  of 
the  metropolis; 

By  the  48  Geo.  III.  c.  140,  s.  33,  it  is  provided,  that  all  justices  of  the  peace  acting 
within  the  police  district,  the  lord  mayor  of  the  city  of  Dublin  only  excepted,  and  their 
clerks,  clerks  of  the  peace,  of  arraigns,  and  other  clerks  of  sessions  holden  within  the  district, 
all  high  constables,  keepers  of  gaols  and  houses  of  correction,  their  turnkeys  and  assistants' 
and  all  other  persons  anyways  concerned  ministerially  in  the  execution  or  administration  of 
criminal  justice  within  the  district,  as  often  as  the  said  divisional  justices,  or  any  two  of  them, 
shall  require  any  assistance  or  information  from  any  of  them,  toward  the  execution  of  the 
Act,  shall  immediately,  or  as  soon  as  may  be,  attend  in  person,  and  give  such  assistance  and 
information  as  shall  be  so  required : and  the  41st  section  gives  to  the  divisional  justices,  or  any 
one  of  them,  or  any  constable  duly  appointed  by  them,  power  to  demand  the  assistance  of  all 
chief  and  other  constables,  watchmen,  patrols,  beadles,  &c.  appointed  for  any  parish,  liberty, 
precinct,  or  place  within  the  district,  for  the  apprehending  offenders,  or  preventing  offences 
against  the  peace. 

Power  of  appointing  and  swearing  in  special  constables,  in  cases  of  emergency,  is  con- 
ferred by  the  14th  section  of  the  5 Geo.  IV.  c.  102,  on  any  three  of  the  divisional  justices,  of 
whom  one  or  more  of  the  divisional  justices  of  the  Castle  Division  shall  constitute  part. 

Various  other  powers  connected  with  the  municipal  regulations  of  police  are  given  by  this 
statute  to  the  divisional  justices,  which  it  is  unnecessary  here  to  specify  in  detail.  They 
relate  to  the  conduct  of  publicans,  pawnbrokers,  drivers  of  carriages  for  hire,  &c. 

Besides  the  ordinary  duties  of  divisional  police  magistrates,  a considerable  number  of  duties 
are  performed  exclusively  by  the  magistrates  of  the  head  office  of  Dublin  police;  they 
include  a general  superintendence  and  inspection  of  the  daily  returns  from  and  a corres- 
pondence with  the  three  divisional  offices,  as  required  by  the  48  Geo.  Ill;  and  also  a corres- 
pondence with  and  making  reports  to  the  Irish  government,  compiling  the  Hue  and  Cry,  the 
superintendence  of  the  bridewells  of  the  metropolis,  the  superintendence  and  management  of 
the  carriage  department,  and  hearing  and  determining  all  complaints  against  carriage  and 
car  owners  and  drivers,  the  management  and  collection  of  the  watch-tax,  the  income  from 
which  is  a principal  support  of  the  establishment,  and  is  collected  from  about  19,000  houses; 
the  selection,  direction,  and  control,  clothing,  accoutring,  and  paying  of  the  peace  officers, 
horse  and  foot  patrol,  watch  constables,  and  watchmen,  amounting  together  to  about  S00 
men,  and  the  providing  and  superintending  the  horses  belonging  to  the  establishment. 

1 hey  have,  further,  the  examination  and  approval  of  all  accounts  of  the  establishment, 
previously  to  the  payment  of  the  amount  by  the  receiver. 

They  have  also  the  hearing  of  all  informations  under  the  excise  laws,  cognizable  before 
magistrates,  arising  within  the  police  district  of  Dublin.  This  duty  was  formerly  distributed 
among  the  several  divisional  offices,  and  petty  sessions  for  the  country  parts  of  the  district, 
but  has,  for  the  last  two  years,  devolved  exclusively  upon  the  magistrates  of  the  head  office, 
under  an  arrangement  recommended  by  the  attorney  general,  as  convenient  to  the  excise 
department,  and  calculated  to  maintain  uniformity  and  competency  of  decision,  so  as  to 
the  frequency  of  appeals.  For  his  attention  to  this  particular  duty,  the  barrister  at 
the  head  office  receives  an  addition  to  his  salary  of  £100,  from  the  lords  of  the  treasury. 

The  police  force  is  admitted  to  be  deficient.  A very  inadequate  number  of  men  is  supplied  Observations, 
for  the  day  patrol — about  three  or  four  to  each  divisional  office ; in  all,  including  those  at  the 
head  office,  it  is  stated  by  the  chief  magistrate,  that  20  is  the  utmost  number  which  can  be 
spared  during  the  day-time  for  patrolling  the  town,  and  preserving  the  peace.  The  number 
ot  ICO  horse  patrolling  constables,  contemplated  by  the  21st  section  of  the  48  Geo.  III.  c.  140, 
is  not  kept  up,  from  the  expense  which  would  attend  such  an  establishment,  29  only  out  of 
lat  number  being  mounted.  The  remainder  are  dismounted,  and  act  as  a foot  patrol  in 
, e COuntry-  Of  the  nightly  watch,  many,  it  is  represented,  are  very  feeble  old  men,  and 
ey  were  stated  by  a divisional  magistrate  to  be  not  sufficient  either  for  their  own  or  the 
public  protection.  A late  regulation  has  been  adopted  by  the  magistrates,  not  to  take  any 
''fn™  °VCr  ^ years  °f  age.  At  Ranelagh,  which  is  a populous  suburb,  within  a 
i e of  Dublin,  the  inhabitants,  from  the  deficiency  of  the  police  force,  find  it  necessary  to 
provide,  at  their  own  expense,  an  auxiliary  establishment  of  watchmen  in  winter  for  their 
F°  ection.  The  country  patrol  is  generally  considered  insufficient,  and  attempts  have  been 
a e by  the  magistrates  to  obtain  an  increased  force  for  town  and  country,  but  without  effect. 

'-heft  (as  represented)  is  committed  in  Dublin,  particularly  in  the  public 
’ , from  the  absence  of  a sufficient  day  patrol. 

r,Ter.y  extensive  portion  of  the  city,  west  of  the  Castle,  comprising  the  populous  district  of 
ofth  r • ^eatfl’s  liberty,  is  without  any  police  office,  or  resident  magistrate,  and  several 
c lvisional  justices  do  not  reside  within  the  city, 
that  1S)  ^ WS  ^lave  stated>  expressly  enacted  by  the  13th  section  of  the  48  Geo  III.  c.  140, 
office™6  °h  •m°r(?  of  the  divisional  justices  shall  diligently  attend  at  each  of  the  public 
offfi55  It  ■ ln  ProPer  division,  every  day,  from  10  of  the  clock  in  the  morning  until  8 
clock* i‘C  nT  fU  t^le  evening ; and  that  two  shall  attend  together,  at  each  office,  from  11  of  the 
he  £{»•'%  6 ,oreuoon  until  3 of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon.  This  provision  does  not  seem  to 
ici  y observed  in  the  public  offices,  the  attendance  in.  the  evening  after  3 o’clock 
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appearing  to  be  but  occasional,  when  business  requires ; nor  is  the  latter  clause,  requirir.i 
the  attendance  of  two  magistrates  from  11  o'clock  to  3,  observed  with  much  precision.  We 
have  not,  however,  had  any  evidence  before  us  of  any  serious  public  inconvenience  havin# 
accrued  from  these  deviations  from  the  strict  letter  of  the  enactment. 

123.  The  Funds  applicable  to  the  expenses  of  the  Police  and  Watch  Establishment  are 
derived  from  various  sources. 

The  most  important  charge  on  the  citizens  of  Dublin  for  these  objects,  is  the  Watch  Tat 

This  tax  was  formerly  imposed  by  the  statute  35  Goo.  III.  c.  36,  s.  75,  by  which  the  church- 
wardens  of  the  several  parishes,  within  the  Circular  Road  and  the  wall  of  the  Phccnix 
Park,  wore  required  to  assess  a certain  rate  upon  each  house  in  that  district,  not  ex- 
ceeding the  sum  of  Is.  3d.  in  the  pound  of  the  yearly  rent  thereof,  as  the  same  had  been, 
or  should  be,  valued  for  the  collection  of  ministers’  money,  (under  the  17,  18  Car.  II.  <_■.  7) 
and  the  like  rate  on  houses  not  so  valued,  or  not  liable  to  such  valuation.  Provisions  are 
contained  in  this  statute  for  effecting  a valuation,  for  the  purposes  of  the  Act,  of  the  two  last 
classes  of  houses;  with  a clause,  that  no  house  shall  be  valued  at  more  than  £60  a-year. 

This  statute  was  amended  by  the  36  Geo.  III.  c.  30,  by  including  within  the  district 
liable  to  such  taxation,  certain  parts  of  the  parish  of  St.  Peter’s  lying  between  the  Circular 
Road  and  the  Grand  Canal;  and  by  establishing  the  following  rate  of  watch-tax,  which  is 
that  now  collected,  viz. : 

s.  d. 

Upon  all  houses  rated  at  and  under  £5,  for  ministers’  money,  1 0 for  each  pound. 
„ „ from  £5  and  under  £10  - - 1 3 

„ .,  from  £10  to  £30  - - - - 1 6 

„ „ above  £30  - - - - - 2 0, 

And  the  like  rates  on  houses  not  so  valued,  or  not  liable  to  such  valuation,  *•  to  be  ascer- 
tained by  a verdict  of  a jury.’* 

The  39  Geo.  III.  e.  56,  transferred  to  the  superintendent  magistrate  of  the  police  the 
authority  to  raise  and  levy  these  taxes,  and  gave  him  the  power  of  appointing  valuators  of 
houses  not  valued  for  ministers’  money,  or  not  liable  to  such  valuation.  This  Act  also 
included  within  the  district  some  other  parts  of  St.  Peter's  parish. 

These  Acts  were  repealed  by  the  48  Goo.  III.  c.  140,  but  by  the  103rd  section  of  that  Act, 
after  reciting  the  expediency  of  continuing  the  assessments  prov  ided  by  them,  “ to  the  intent 
that  a sufficient  support  and  maintenance  might  be  had  for  the  said  constables,  (the  watch 
constables,)  and  watchmen,  and  that  arms,  accoutrements,  watch-coats,  lanterns,  fire,  and 
other  necessaries,  for  the  aforesaid  purpose  of  watching,  might  be  provided,  and  that  a 
sufficient  number  of  watchliouses  might  be  erected,  provided,  and  maintained;”  it  was 
enacted,  that  the  divisional  justices  of  the  Castle  division,  or  any  two  of  them,  at  the  head 
office,  should  be  authorized  to  raise  and  levy  the  like  rates  and  assessments  on  all  houses 
and  tenements  within  the  police  district  of  Dublin  metropolis,  which,  under  or  by  virtue  of 
any  Act  in  force  immediately  before  the  passing  of  that  Act,  should  be  liable  to  be  rated  and 
assessed  to  any  such  rate  or  assessment  as  the  superintendent  magistrate  was  by  the  said 
recited  Acts,  or  any  of  them,  authorized  and  empowered  to  establish,  raise,  assess,  and  lew. 

1 he  114th  section  requires  returns  of  the  houses  valued  for  ministers’  money,  to  be  made 
by  the  churchwardens  of  the  respective  parishes,  to  the  divisional  justices  of  the  Castle 
Division. 

Under  these  powers  the  present  watch-tax  is  collected,  according  to  the  rate  prescribed  by 
the  36  Geo.  III.  c.  30.  6 

The  number  of  houses  rated  to  this  tax  in  October  1833,  was  17,638,  and  the  amount  of 
the  assessment  £11,200.  The  tax  produced  in  the  year  ending  the  31st  March  1833,  the 
nett  sum  above  poundage  of  £11,047  3s.  2%d. 

This  tax  is  collected  by  persons  appointed  by  the  divisional  justices  of  the  Castle  Division, 
under  the  103d  section  of  the  48  Geo.  III.  c.  140.  There  are  seven  of  these  collectors.  Tbe 
collectors  are  thereby  empowered  to  retain,  to  their  own  use,  out  of  all  sums  received  by  them, 
swch  part  or  proportion  thereof,  not  exceeding  Is.  in  the  pound,  as  shall  be  directed  by  the 
divisional  justices,  or  any  two  of  them,  at  the  head  office. 

They  must,  by  s.  104,  give  sufficient  security  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  divisional  just  ices  of 
the  Ca-stle  Division,  or  any  two  of  them,  by  bond  to  His  Majesty,  for  the  due  and  falthfol 
execution  and  discharge  of  their  office  and  duty ; and  must  account  on  oath,  as  thereifi 
prescribed.  They  must  also,  by  the  105th  and  106th  sections,  on  Saturday  in  each  week, 
furnish  a just  and  true  account  of  all  moneys  received  by  them  in  the  course  of  the  week,  and 
Saturday  pay  to  the  receiver  all  moneys  received  by  them  and  then  in  their  hands. 

The  other  officers  immediately  connected  with  the  collection  of  this  tax,  are  the  supervise* 
of  watch-tax  and  his  assistant,  the  former  at  a salary  of  £150  per  annum,  the  latter  at* 
salary  of  £73  16s.  lid.  . 

On  an  inquiry,  instituted  by  order  of  Government,  in  December  1831,  into  the  financial 
departments  of  the  police  and  watch  establishment,  it  was  discovered  that  very  serious  defal- 
cations had  taken  place  on  the  part  of  those  concerned  in  the  collection  of  the  watch-tas. 
which  had  escaped  detection  by  the  magistrates,  and  by  the  Commissioners  of  Imp^ 
Accounts,  to  whom  the  accounts  of  these  establishments  were  referred.  Collusion  seems  to 
nave  been  suspected  between  the  supervisor  and  the  collectors  ; and  the  public  appear  to  ha« 
been  defrauded  of  considerable  sums,  the  entire  extent  of  which,  it  was  stated  to  us  by  one® 
the  persons  engaged  in  the  inquiry,  it  was  not  possible  to  ascertain.  Papers  which  ought  to 
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have  been  preserved  until  the  accounts  were  audited,  had  been  destroyed.  The  practical 
result  of  the  investigation  was,  that  four  of  the  collectors  and  the  supervisor  were  dismissed. 
Balances  were  found  due  by  several  of  the  collectors,  to  the  amount  of  several  hundred 
pounds;  but  these  had  been  reduced  by  payments  to  the  receiver,  on  the  8th  May  1834,  to  the 
sum  of  £52  17s.  okd. 

The  supervisor  was  charged  with  defaults  to  the  amount  of  upwards  of  £800,  and  the 
receiver  who  had  introduced  that  person  into  the  establishment,  stated  to  us,  that  he  had  on 
that  account  considered  himself  to  a certain  degree  responsible  for  his  misconduct.  It  does 
not  appear  that  legal  proceedings  were  instituted,  to  determine  the  liability  or  imputed  mis- 
conduct of  the  supervisor,  which  that  individual  denied ; but  the  matter  appears  to  have  been 
'finally  settled  by  Government  accepting  £300  from  the  receiver.  It  was  stated  to  us,  that  a 
better  system  has  since  been  adopted  in  the  supervisor’s  office,  by  which  such  defalcations  will 
in  future  be  avoided;  and  the  receiver  stated,  that  he  thought  the  house-tax  was  better 
collected  and  better  accounted  for,  and  that,  it  produced  nearly  £2,000  a- year  more  than  it 


did  three  years  since. 

The  objections  which  apply  to  the  system  of  assessing  this  and  other  local  taxes,  by  reference 
to  the  ministers’  money,  will  be  noticed  in  a subsequent  part  of  this  Report. 
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124.  The  next  important  branch  of  the  funds  of  the  police  establishment,  which  may  be  Carriage  Tax. 
considered  as  a charge  on  the  city  of  Dublin,  is  derived  from  the  owners  of  Carriages  plying  for 
hire,  or  used  in  trade.  _ '’v"  . 

The  income  derivable  from  this  source  consists  of  sums  paid  for  licences  and  annual  rates  of 
such  vehicles;  sums  paid  for  figures  supplied  to  them;  fines  imposed  for  breach  of  the  laws 
and  police  regulations  affecting  public  carriages,  &c.,  and  fees  charged  on  the  proceedings  for 
imposing  such  fines. 

The  rates  to  be  paid  for  these  licences  and  annual  rents  are  fixed  by  the  statute,  37  Geo.  III. 
c.  58,  ss.  3,  5.;  and  the  description  of  vehicles  required  to  he  licensed,  is  given  in  the  2nd 
section  of  this  Act,  the  24th  and  25th  sections  of  the  39  Geo.  III.  c.  56,  and  the  4th 
section  of  the  44  Geo.  III.  c.  xxii.  (loc.  & pers.)  They  comprise  every  description  of  vehicle 
carrying  passengers  for  hire  within  the  city,  its  suburbs  or  liberties,  or  within  seven  miles 
thereof,  or  carrying  goods  for  hire,  or  used  by  merchants,  traders,  manufacturers,  builders, 

&c.  in  their  respective  trades  or  occupations  within  the  city,  its  suburbs  or  liberties,  or  within 
three  miles  thereof,  with  the  exception  declared  by  the  39  Geo.  III.  c.  56,  s.  25,  “ that  no- 
thing therein  shall  extend  to  subject  any  carriage  to  a licence,  on  account  of  its  being  employed 
in  bringing  hay,  straw,  corn,  vegetables,  or  potatoes,  or  nurserymen’s  carts  drawing  trees  to 
or  from  town,  or  manure  from  town,  to  market.” 

The  classification  of  these  vehicles  as  now  made  by  the  officers  in  this  department,  ancl  the 
rates  of  licence  and  annual  rent  payable  on  them,  with  the  general  number  of  each  description 
licensed,  is  as  follows : 


Job  coaches 

Licences,  Irish  Currency. 

£ s.  d. 
-500 

Rent  per  Annum. 
£ s.  d. 

- 11  12  0 

General  Number 
licensed. 

- 104 

Mourning  ditto 

- 5 0 

0 

- 11  12 

0 

- 13 

Hackney  ditto  - 

- 5 0 

0 

- 11  12 

0 

- 42 

Stage  ditto 

- 5 0 

0 

- 11  12 

0 

9 

Chaises  (cars)  - 

- 1 10 

0 

- 1 2 

0 

- 1,200 

Brewers’  drays 

- 1 0 

0 

- 1 12 

0 

- 104 

Town  cars 

- 1 0 

0 

- 1 2 

0 

- 3,000 

Country  carts  - 

- 0 10 

0 

- 0 17 

0 

- 500 

The  4th  section  of  the  37  Geo.  III.  c.  58,  empowered  the  superintendent  magistrate  to 
grant  such  liceuces  for  any  time  not  exceeding  21  years,  and  declared  them  to  be  transferable 
and  devisable  by  the  parties  t.o  whom  they  should  he  granted.  Subsequent  provisions  of 
this  Act  regulated  the  mode  of  assignment,  and  gave  a fee  of  6 cl.  to  the  collector  of  carriage 
duties  for  making  an  entry  of  the  transfer. 

. % die  21st  section  of  this  Act  the  superintendent  magistrate  was  authorized  to  alter  and 
increase  the  fines  to  be  paid,  or  the  rents  to  he  reserved  on  these  licences,  " provided  the  same 
. aol!  increased  above  one-fourth  part  more  than  the  fines  and  rents  therein  before  par- 
ticularly mentioned  and  expressed,”  and  to  make  rules,  orders,  ancl  regulations,  for  the 
purpose,  and  to  alter,  vary,  amend,  or  annul  them ; provided  every  such  alteration,  rule,  order, 
and  regulation,  respecting  the  fines  or  rents  so  made  by  the  superintendent  magistrate,  should 
e approved  of  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  or  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Great  Sea],  and  the 

wiiet  judges  or  any  three  of  them. 

e powers  of  the  superintendent  magistrate  under  former  Acts,  except  the  receipt  of 
*Tansi'e,Ted  by  the  60th  and  62d  sections  of  the  48  Geo.  Ill-  c.  140,  to  the  divi- 
unfT  Ices  the  Castle  Division,  who  now  accordingly  grant  the  carriage  licences  required 
m ,er,  ile,aB°ve  statutes ; and  in  November  1832  certain  rules,  orders,  and  bye-laws  were 
hirp0  em  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  owners,  &c.  of  cars,  chaises,  &c.  plying  for 
milp  VyWay  of  J°b>  within  the  aforesaid  suburbs  and  liberties  of  Dublin,  or  within  seven 
les  thereof.  These  rules  were  approved  of  by  the  chief  justices.  They  provide,  among 
keen  ' that  from  tlle  25th  March  1833,  no  person  or  persons  shall  be  licensed  to  own, 
deseril^i  nve>  01  to  employ  for  the  purposes  mentioned,  any  of  the  above-named  and 
apnlSr,  rarnagesfor  any  term  exceeding  12  months ; and  that,  if  any  person  or  persons 
de^crS  tOT  a Ucence  or  licences  to  own,  keep,  or  drive  any  of  the  above-named  and 
carriages,  shall  not  consent  to  pay  in  advance,  at  the  time  of  granting  such  licence. 
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the  full  amount  of  the  rent  or  rents  according  to  the  rate  specified  in  the  said  Act  of  the 
37  Geo.  III.  for  the  year  or  term  of  such  licence,  the  fine  to  be  paid  on  such  licence,  and  the 
rent  to  be  thereon  reserved,  shall  be  respectively  increased  by  one-fourth  part  of  the  respective 
amounts  appointed  by  that  Act. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  37  Geo.  III.  c.  58,  the  carriage  rents  are  payable  quarterly  on 
every  25th  day  of  March,  &c. 

The  following  officers,  besides  the  receiver,  are  connected  with  the  collection  of  carriage 
rents,  & c. : 

Collector  of  Carriage  Rents. 

Registrar  of  Carriages. 

Two  Assistant,  ditto. 

Two  Summons  Servers. 

The  sums  paid  on  all  carriage  licences,  and  the  rents  paid  in  advance  on  the  particular 
description  of  carriages  licensed  since  November  1833  under  the  new  regulations,  are  paid  to 
the  receiver.  The  general  carriage  rent,  is  paid  to  the  collector  of  carriage  rents  at  the  office. 
He  is  allowed  £5  per  cent,  on  the  amount  paid. 

The  registrar  of  carriages  and  his  assistants,  and  the  summons  servers,  are  paid  by  salaries; 
the  amounts  have  been  already  noticed. 

The  charge  for  figures  supplied  to  car-owners,  &c.  is  2s.  6eZ.  on  taking  out  the  licence,  and 
the  same  sum  for  renewing  them  if  lost.  These  sums  are  collected  by  the  registrar,  and  by 
him  paid  weekly  to  the  receiver. 

125.  The  Fines  imposed  on  the  owners  and  drivers  of  licensed  carriages  for  breaches  of 
the  law  and  of  the  regulations  of  the  magistrates  produce  an  income  of  some  importance 
to  the  establishment. 

These  fines  are  imposed  under  various  provisions  and  powers  of  the  37  Geo.  III.  and  sub- 
sequent Acts  already  mentioned,  which  it  is  not  necessary  here  to  particularize,  and  the 
bye-laws  and  regulations  made  by  the  magistrates  for  the  preservation  of  order  and  pro- 
priety of  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  owners  and  drivers  of  carriages,  &c.  They  vary  from 
2s.  Gd.  to  £2  Irish  currency,  according  to  the  offence. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  registrar  to  receive  the  complaints  of  the  alleged  offences  and  issue 
summonses.  The  fines  imposed  are  paid  to  this  officer,  and  by  him  returned  weekly  to  the 
receiver. 

These  complaints  are  most  generally  preferred  by  persons  in  the  employment  of  the  police 
establishment,  and  specially  appointed  to  the  duty  of  watching  the  conduct  of  the  drivers  of 
care,  &c.  There  are  eight  of  these  inspectors  thus  employed.  They  are  either  peace  officers 
or  patrol  constables,  and  are  generally  changed  yearly',  but  sometimes  more  frequently.  They 
are  not  paid  a specific  portion  of  the  fines,  but  are  remunerated  by  weekly  allowances  out  of 
a fund  called  the  Complainants’  Fund,  which  is  supplied  from  the  fines.  They  are  paid  by 
the  magistrates  of  the  head  office  according  to  the  degree  of  vigilance  with  which  they  appear 
to  perform  the  duty.  The  average  amount  to  the  two  principal  inspectors  is  about  lOf.  per 
week.  These  officers  are  under  the  immediate  control  of  the  registrar  of  carriages,  and  are 
obliged  to  act  as  peace  officers  if  occasion  requires,  but  their  ostensible  duty  is  as  carriage 
inspectors. 

The  temptation  to  compromise  offences  without  bringing  them  by  complaint  before  the 
magistrates  may  be  expected  to  have  some  effect  on  men  placed  in  such  situations,  and  the 
registrar  of  carriages  stated  that  he  had  heard,  some  years  since,  charges  of  that  nature 
against  the  inspectors,  and  that  men  had  been  dismissed  from  the  situation  of  inspectors  for 
such  conduct,  but  that  he  had  no  reason  to  think  that  such  a tiling  had  occurred  in  the  last 
two  years,  and  that  no  complaint  had  been  made  of  such  practices  in  that  period. 

It  was  admitted  by  this  officer,  that  complaints  made  by  the  inspectors  are  frequently 
dismissed,  and  that  they  were  not  subject  to  any  costs  for  preferring  an  unfounded  complaint, 
so  that  the  person  summoned  lost  his  time  without  getting  any  compensation.  This  in  many 
cases  must  be  a considerable  hardship.  He  stated  that  this  principally  happened  where  the 
defence  was  that  the  car  was  engaged,  which  the  inspector  had  no  means  of  knowing but 
we  cannot  see  the  propriety,  in  any  case,  of  punishing  the  driver,  or  owner  of  the  car,  where 
innocent,  by  exposing  him  without  compensation  to  the  inconvenience  and  loss  of  time  he  must 
sustain  on  such  occasions. 

The  costs  attending  these  complaints  are  Is.  for  the  summons,  and  Is.  for  the  warrant,  if 
issued. 

If  the  fine  be  paid  within  the  week,  the  only  charge  is  the  shilling  for  the  summons. 

These  fees  are  paid  to  the  receiver,  and  form  part  of  the  general  funds  of  the  establishment 
In  cases  of  complaints  preferred  by  the  inspectors,  no  charge  is  made  to  them  in  the  first 
instance  for  the  summons,  but  it  is  notwithstanding  charged  with  the  fine  to  the  defendant, 
so  that  if  the  complaint  fails,  the  officer  who  has  preferred  it  loses  nothing.  But  if  a com* 
plaint  be  preferred  by  any  other  person,  the  shilling  for  the  summons  must  be  paid  by  him- 
The  object  of  thus  making  the  charge  in  the  latter  case  is  stated  to  be  to  guarantee  the 
appearance  of  the  party  preferring  the  complaint ; a precaution  apparently  not  very  necessary, 
if  the  complaint  be  substantial. 

The  only  other  charge  we  find  made  in  connexion  with  this  branch  of  the  police  department 
is  of  Is.  on  each  warrant  issued  to  levy  carriage  rent  in  arrear  more  than  30  days.  This 
fee  is  paid  to  the  collector  of  carriage  rent. 

The  following  is  a statement  from  the  receiver  and  the  registrar  of  carriages  of  the  produce 
of  the  several  heads  of  charge  in  this  department,  as  above  detailed,  for  the  year  ending 

31st  March  1834:— 
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DUBLIN. 


£ s.  d. 
5,850  10  1U 
1,104  12  1 
155  5 0 
1,117  13  5i 
330  7 0 
247  1 0 


£8,805  9 6 

By  the  Act  of  the  37  Geo.  III.  c.  58,  the  complainants  are  entitled  to  half  the  amount  of 
fines*  adjudicated  against  the  owners  of  licensed  carriages,  but  the  inspectors  now  employed 
in  Dublin,  and  the  vicinity  thereof,  being  officers  of  the  police  establishment,  and  as  such 
receivin'1'  weekly  pay,  are  only  paid  out  of  the  fines  for  the  extra  service  they  perform,  by 
quarterly  gratuities  according  to  their  exertions,  or  the  nature  of  the  duties  performed.  The 
residue  of  the  complainant’s  moiety  of  the  fines  forms  the  complainants’  fund,  already 
noticed. 

In  February  1833,  a sum  of  £743  5s.  4 Ac?.,  the  accumulation  of  this  fund  for  some 
years,  was  credited  to  the  public  from  the  complainants’  fund,  by  authority  of  Government, 
and  the  balances  now  accumulating,  (deposited  weekly  with  the  receiver)  will  be  transferred, 
in  like  manner,  when  authorized  by  the.  Lord  Lieutenant. 

By  the  statute  44  Geo.  III.  cap.  xxii,  (local  and  personal,)  every  person  jointly,  or  separately, 
carrvinff  on  the  business  of  a Pawnbroker,  or  having  any  interest  or  gain  thereby,  as  a 
partner  or  anonymous  partner  therein,  within  the  district  of  the  metropolis  or  five  miles 
thereof,  was  obliged  to  pay  for  each  and  every  house,  or  other  place,  in  which  such 
business  shall  be  carried  on,  for  a Licence  from  the  superintendent  magistrate  of  the  district 
of  the  metropolis,  over  and  above  all  duties  whatever,  £100,  Irish  currency. 

This  licence  duty  is  now  paid  to  the  receiver  of  the  police,  and  forms  part  of  the  funds  of 
that  establishment. 

The  duty  was  paid  in  the  year  ending  31st  March  1834,  on  53  licences,  amounting  to  the 
sum  of  £4,892  6 s.  1 Od. 


Carriage  Rent 
Licences 
Figures 
Fines 

Summonses 

Warrants 


The  same  statute  imposed  a License  Charge  for  the  same  purposes,  on  every  person  selling 
spirits  by  retail  within  the  city  of  Dublin,  or  five  miles  thereof,  of  lO.  of  the  late  currency, 
for  each  and  every  house  in  which  the  same  shall  be  sold,  over  and  above  all  duties  whatever. 

Under  the  late  Act  to  amend  the  laws  relating  to  the  sale  of  wine,  &c.  by  retail  in  Ireland, 
3, 4 Will.  IV.  c.  68,  it  is,  by  section  12,  required  that  any  person  who  shall  obtain  or  renew 
under  that  Act  a licence  to  sell  spirits  in  any  house  or  premises  situate  within  the  police 
district  of  Dublin  metropolis,  shall  within  ten  days  deliver  at  the  Castle  Division  a note  of 
his  name  and  abode  and  other  particulars,  and  pay  the  receiver  of  the  public  offices  the 
sum  of  10s. ; such  sums  to  go  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  police  district. 

The  licences  to  publicans  for  the  year  ending  31st  March  1834,  produced  to  the  police 
funds  £924  10s.  3a. 

A duty  of  £2  of  the  late  Irish  currency  is  made  payable  to  the  police  funds  by  the  44 
Geo.  III.  cap.  xxii.  (local  and  personal)  by  dealers  in  glass  bottles,  old  clothes,  and  other 
articles.  The  amount  produced  by  these,  licences  appears  inconsiderable.  They  produced, 
in  the  year  ending  31st  March  1834,  the  sum  of  £29  10j.  8 d. 

By  the  48  Geo.  III.  c.  140,  s.  28,  the  Divisional  Justices  and  their  clerks  are  re- 
quired to  keep  accounts  of  all  Fees  taken  at  each  of  the  public  offices,  and  of  all  Fines, 
penalties,  and  forfeitures  recovered,  levied,  or  received,  in  pursuance  of  any  adjudication, 
conviction,  or  order  had  or  made  there  or  any  process  or  warrant  issuing  from  the  same,  and  to 
deliver  to  the  receiver  an  account  verified  on  oath,  by  the  justices  or  their  clerks,  and  other 
persons  employed  in  keeping  such  accounts,  before  the  Lord  Mayor,  and  to  pay  the  amount 
of  all  such  fees  to  the  receiver.  We  have  already  noticed  the  29th  section,  which  provides 
for  the  payment  to  the  receiver,  and  application  to  the  expenses  of  the  establishment,  of  all 
ones,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  &c.,  recovered  where  they  are  payable,  to  the  King,  or  to 
anLPjrsons  other  than  the  informer. 

Under  these  sections  and  other  clauses  of  this  statute,  and  the  5 Geo.  IV.  c.  102,  a con- 
siderable annual  revenue  appears  to  accrue  to  the  police  establishment  from  fines  and  fees  paid 
at  the  divisional  public  offices. 

As  in  the  case  of  the  fines  on  owners  of  carriages,  the  informations  at  the  police  offices  are 
usually  preferred  by  the  peace  officers,  but  the  system  we  have  noticed  in  the  carriage  depart- 
ment, as  to  the  payment  of  the  informers,  does ‘not  appear  to  be  established  generally  with 
re  erence  to  informations  on  other  matters,  except  at  the  head  office.  In  the  other  divisional 
Offices  the  informer,  though  an  officer  of  the  establishment,  seems  to  be  considered  entitled 
,°  ,e  moiety  of  the  fines,  at  least  in  cases  of  convictions  of  publicans  ; and  the  returns  to  the 
J office  are  only  of  the  other  moiety.  Particular  instances  of  abuse  on  the  part  of  some 
cers,  in  reference  to  offences  by  publicans,  were  brought  under  our  notice,  and  will  be  pre- 


sently alluded  to. 

The  fees  charged  at  the  head  offices  are — 
Recognizances  - 
Affidavit,  swearing,  aud  drawing 
Ditto  swearing  only 
Summons  - 
M q I Attestation  - 


MUNICIPAL 

REGULATIONS. 


Pawnbrokers' 

Licences. 


Publicans'  Licences. 


Other  Licences. 


Fines  and  Fees  at 
Divisional  Offices. 
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The  produce  of  the  fees  and  fines  collected  at  the  divisional  offices  for  the  year  ending  the 
31st  March  1834,  was  £829  14s.  9 \d. 

The  several  sources  of  income  we  have  stated  have  always  proved  insufficient  for  the 
maintenance  of  this  establishment,  and  the  deficiency  has  been  supplied  by  annual  Parlia- 
mentary Grants.  They  have  generally  exceeded  £20,000  a-year.  The  following  are  the 
grants  for  the  last  ten  years  : — 

1825  £26,000 


The  total  income  and  expenditure  of  the  police  and  watch  establishments  for  the  year 
ending  31st  March  1834,  appear  in  the.  following  accounts  furnished  to  us  by  the  receiver:— 


An  Account  of  the  Receipts  and  Disbodsrments  of  John  Cathcart  Lees,  Esq.  Receiver  of  the  Public  Offices  in  the 
Police  District  of  Dublin  Metropolis,  from  the  1st  April  1833  to  the  31st  March  1S34,  both  days  inclusive. 


Receipts. 

Public  Offices. 

Watch 

Establishment 

Total. 

Disbursements. 

Public  Offices. 

Watch 

Establishment. 

Total. 

£ s. 

d 

£ St  d. 

£ s. 

d. 

£ 

d 

Balance,  1st  April 
1833  .... 

2,996  13 

Rents  .... 

498  1 llj 

350 

2 

4i 

848  4 3] 

From  the  Treasury  . 

14,312  6 

8 

14,312  6 

8 

Taxes  . . . ' . 

136  15 

49 

0 

31 

Divisional  Offices, 
Fees,  anil  Fines  .. 

829  14 

829  14 

H 

Building  and  Repairs 

320  13 

177 

2 

7i 

497  16  4] 

House  Tax  . . 

11,047  3 2} 

11,047  3 

Newspapers  . . . 
Law  Expenses  . 

87  9 

9 

Carriage  Rent  . . 

5.S30  10  ll| 

5 ,S50  10 

Ilf 

1,193  17  11 

1,193  17 11 

Carriage  Fees, Fines,) 
Licences,  &c.  . . j 

2,954  18  6£ 

2,954  18 

•* 

Stationery  and  Huel 
and  Cry  . . . J 

25  16 

8i 

57C 

18 

4 

602  15  OJ 

4,892  6 10 

cences  . . . J 

Coals  and  Candles  . 

G02  3 

5 

280 

8 

o* 

882  11  5 

Publicans’  Licences . 

924  10  3 

924  10 

3 

10,995  9 

910 

1 

5 

11,905  10  61 

Old  Clothes  Licences. 

23  19  11 

23  19 

11 

Weekly  Pay  . . . 

8,129  19 

10 

13,778 

6 

o 

21, 90S  5 10 

cences  . . . J 

9 

Clothing  . . . 

681  17 

7 

512 

17 

4 

1,194  14  11 

Incidents  . . . 

19  2 

3 

18  5 0 

37  7 

3 

Accoutrements  . 

6 8 

9 

6 S 9 

44  15  41 

44  15 

4 

Horses  .... 

91  0 

0 

91  0 0 

Forage  .... 

554  17 

s 

554  17  8 

Incidents  . . . 

1,174  10 

7i 

414 

4 

1 

1,583  14  Si 

15,161  3 

8} 

25,762  0 10i|43,919  18 

0 

24,499  3 

0J 

17,049 

0 

5£  41,548  3 4 

Balance  .... 

Balance  31st  March' 
1834  . . . . 

2,371  14  5| 

43,919  18 

0 

43,919  IS  0 

126.  Some  particulars  of  the  above  disbursements  in  salaries,  &c.  have  been  already  stated. 
The  charges  for  rents  and  taxes  are  for  the  police  offices  and  watch-houses.  Buildings  and 
repairs  are  carried  on  by  the  authority  of  the  chief  magistrate.  An  architect  is  employed 
who  is  remunerated  by  his  professional  charges  on  the  works,  which  in  some  years  amount 
to  £70  and  £80.  The  buildings,  &c.  are  done  by  contract,  which  are  advertised  for.  This 
part  of  the  establishment  is  not  under  the  control  of  the  Board  of  Works. 

The  expenditure  under  this  head  for  the  year  1832  was  much  more  considerable;  it 
amounted  to  £200  12a-.  3 \d.,  including  the  cost  of  building  a new  watehhouse. 

The  average  amount  of  Law  Expenses  is  about  £ 1,000  a-year.  It  is  chiefly  for  the  cost* 
of  prosecutions  instituted  by  direction  of  the  magistrates  of  the  head  office.  Two  barristers 
and  a solicitor  are  appointed  by  them  to  this  duty.  It  has  been  suggested  to  us  by  one 
of  the  persons  officially  employed  in  the  late  investigation  into  this  establishment  by  order  at 
Government,  that  the  charges  for  these  prosecutions  should  not  be  included  in  the  police 
accounts  of  the  city  of  Dublin;  and  that  it  would  be  better  that  all  Law  Expenses  of  that 
nature  snould  be  provided  for  in  one  vote  of  Parliament,  so  as  to  have  all  the  expense  of 
prosecutions  before  the  public. 

The  charge  for  the  Hue  and  Cry  is  £500  of  the  late  Irish  currency  per  annum.  The 
publication  is  distributed  to  the  county  magistrates  (48  Geo.  III.  c.  140,  s.  44,)  and  as » 
relates  to  the  detection  of  offenders  in  all  parts  of  Ireland,  it  seems  more  properly  to  be » 
charge  to  be  defrayed  separately  by  Government  than  as  part  of  the  local  expenditure  oftW 
Lublin  police. 

The  supply  of  coals,  candles,  clothing,  accoutrements,  and  foraae,  are  provided  f« 
bv  contracts  mm-G  nr,  v,,,!,!;,.  s.r.  ...  i , , ? ,ollv  for 


u j --  “““““gi  o^uureueuis,  ana  iorage,  , 

by  contracts  made  on  public  advertisements;  and  although  the  contractors  are  generally1® 
some  years  the  same  individuals,  we  have  no  reason  tn  holi™  that  this  ™,-t  of  the  establish 


, .A  j uuiuuugu  I’UC  UU11U. atstui,’  u.1  v D — 

some  years  the  same  individuals,  we  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  this  part  of  the  esl 

mentis  not  managed  with  a proper  regard  to  the  public  interests,  , j 

e i em  ot  ‘ incidents,3  in  the  above  account  of  disbursements,  is  composed  of  sev 
charges,  tjie  most  considerable  of  which  is  the  sum  paid  for  rewards  to  peace  officers  ai» 
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others  for  their  exertions  in  the  apprehension  of  offenders.  These  rewards  are  paid  on  the  &Ef^vnnNq 
approbation  of  the  magistrates  of  the  head  office.  They  amount  to  about  £800  a-year. 

The  other  charges  comprised  under  this  head  are  certain  monthly  expenses  at  each 
divisional  office  of  from  £3  to  £4,  charges  for  gas-lights,  insurances,  apothecaries’  bills,  and 
expenses  attending  the  funerals  of  deceased  constables  and  watchmen. 

127.  The  Accounts  of  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  establishment  are  kept  by  the  officer  Accounts  and 
we  have  mentioned  called  “ the  Receiver  of  the  public  offices,”  appointed  under  the  Receiver. 

4S  Geo.  III.  c.  140,  s.  4. 

All  the  funds  of  the  public  offices,  arising  from  the  several  sources  of  income  we  have 
specified,  are  paid  to  this  officer,  and  disbursed  by  him  under  the  authority  of  the  magistrates 
of  the  head  office.  He  is,  in  fact,  the  treasurer  of  the  establishment,  though  the  actuaf  deposit 
of  the  money  is,  in  his  name,  in  the  Bank  of  Ireland.  He  has  no  control  over  or  interference 
with  the  collection  of  the  fund,  and  his  office  appears  to  be,  in  every  respect,  merely  minis- 
terial for  the  receipt  and  disbursement  of  the  annual  income. 

His  duties  are  prescribed  by  several  provisions  of  the  48  Geo.  III.  c.  140. 

By  section  37,  lie  is  bound,  when  and  as  required,  to  make  reports  to  the  chief  secretary 
to  tlie  Lord  Lieutenant,  or  to  the  under  secretary,  of  all  matters  relating  to  the  business  of  his 
office;  such  return,  if  required,  to  be  made  on  oath  administered  by  the  lord  mayor. 

By  section  S3,  he  is  bound,  as  often  as  he  shall  have  in  his  hands,  of  the  moneys  which  by 
the  Act  he  is  authorized  to  receive,  so  much  as  shall  amount  to  £100,  to  deposit  it  in  the 
Bank  of  Ireland,  and  as  often  as  occasion  shall  require,  to  draw  orders  on  the  Bank  for 
payment  of  the  sums  necessary  for  the  several  purposes  and  expenditures  directed  by  the 
Act,  and  not  expressly  charged  on  any  other  fund,  " specifying  in  every  such  order  the 
purposes  to  which  such  sums  arc  to  be  respectively  applied.”  The  S4th  section  imposes  a 
penalty  of  £20,  and  interest  at  the  rate  of  10  per  cent,  lor  every  sum  detained,  on  any  neglect 
or  refusal  by  the  receiver  to  make  such  deposit. 

The  balances  in  the  Bank  of  Ireland  on  this  account  are  occasionally  considerable.  No 
profit  whatever  is  made  of  the  public  money  by  the  receiver.  He  has  not  any  private  account 
in  the  Bank. 

The  following  balances  were  in  the  Bank  at  the  respective  dates : 


£ s.  d. 

5th  January  1832  ....  8,793  10  9 

5th  October  1S32  ....  6,621  0 0 

1st  January  1833  - 4,048  0 0 

1st  October  1S33  ....  7,298  18  4 

4th  January  1834  ....  8,086  11  0 

The  actual  balance  of  the  receiver's  accounts  in  favour  of  the  public  usually  exceeds  the 
balance  in  the  Bank,  as  he  is  in  the  habit  of  making  occasional  advances  to  the  magistrates 
and  officers,  and  to  the  tradesmen  and  contractors  employed.  These  advances  are  generally 
made  at  his  own  risk,  and  he  stated  to  us  that  he  had  occasionally  lost  money  by  the  persons  to 
whom  they  were  made  dying  before  the  day  of  payment  of  their  salaries.  It  is,  we  think,  an 
inconvenient  and  objectionable  practice. 

By  section  S5  of  the  48  Geo.  III.  c.  140,  the  receiver’s  accounts  are  to  be  audited  and 
settled  every  three  months  by  the  divisional  justices,  or  any  two  of  them,  at  the  head  office ; 
and  by  sec.  86,  they  were  to  be  audited  every  six  months  by  the  Commissioners  of  Im- 
prest Accounts.  Very  ample  powers  are  given  by  the  87th,  S8th,  and  S9th  sections  to 
them  to  make  a full  investigation  of  the  accounts,  and  the  legality  and  propriety  of  the 
expenditure.  ° ° 

It  appears,  however,  as  we  have  already  observed,  that  very  serious  defalcations  took  place 
on  the  part  of  those  concerned  in  the  collection  of  the  public  moneys  of  this  department ; 

Was  to  us>  bY  011e  of  the  officers  employed  on  the  investigation  above  mentioned, 

that  defalcations  and  frauds  had  occurred  in  accounts  which  had  been  audited  by  the  com- 
missioners, but  that  they  had  not  the  means  of  detecting  them. 

He  stated,  that  the  pay-notes  did  not  appear  to  have  been  laid  before  them,  and  that,  on  the 
investigation,  those  pay-notes  appeared  in  frequent  instances  to  have  been  falsified.  This 
witness  stated,  that  the  financial  part  of  the  office  was  very  heavy,  and  the  detail  enormous, 
and  that  it  would  be  utterly  impossible  for  the  magistrates  to  look  into  it  effectually  without 
neglecting  their  magisterial  duties.  Some  changes  of  system  appear  to  have  been  made  on 
^suggestions  proceeding  from  this  investigation,  which  place  the  financial  department  more 
n er  the  direct  control  of  the  secretary  of  the  head  office  ; but  it  seems  to  be  the  opinion  of 
e witness  we  have  alluded  to  that  the  mao-istrates  ought  to  be  entirely  relieved  from  all 
ThXT  With.this  department 

invest  of  the  annual  Parliamentary  grants  is  attributed  to  the  results  of  that 

gallon  in  inducing  more  economy  of  expenditure  in  the  establishment,  and  a more 
ac  and  faithful  collection  of  the  taxes  levied  for  its  use. 


Rp^e-  *^eS  P^s  duties  in  the  receipt  and  disbursement  of  the  police  and  watch  funds,  the  Duties  of  the 
fr,rfv,Vern°f,the  Public  offices  is  also  entrusted  with  the  sums  presented  by  the  grand  jury  Receiver  as  to  the 
48  G e nrhm°nd  Brid«rell  and  Smithfield  Penitentiary',  under  the  90th  section  of  the  Bridewells. 

Tj.p  ' . ‘ c.‘  ^d0.  The  amount  of  these  sums  has  been  already  stated. 

’which  . feaPecfl',’e  governors  of  these  institutions  prepare  the  estimates  of  the  sums  required, 

^alculat'  ^ Eenc*  *°  *be  receiver.  His  duty,  in  respect  to  them,  is  merely  to  see  that  the 
the  grand”5  ^ C0rrectj  and  the  estimates  are  then  sworn  to  by  the  governors,  and  sent  before 
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REPORTS  FROM  COMMISSIONERS  ON 


MUNICIPAL 

REGULATIONS. 


Observations. 


Recent  Act  as  to 
licences. 


The  accounts  of  these  moneys  are  distinct,  from  those  of  the  police  funds,  and  the  nionev? 
are  lodged  to  a separate  account  in  the  Bank  of  Ireland.  They  are  disbursed  by  the  receiver 
to  the  contractors,  &e.,  of  whom  a list  is  furnished  to  him  by  the  grand  jury. 

For  his  duties,  in  relation  to  these  accounts,  the  grand  jury  present  to  the  receiver  £25 
each  presenting  term,  for  the  accounts  of  Richmond  Bridewell,  and  £12  10s.  for  those  of 
Smith  field  Penitentiary,  being  £75  a-year. 

We  are  not  aware  of  any  adequate  practical  reason  for  separating  the  care  of  this  particular 
branch  of  the  grand  jury  presentments  from  the  general  duties  of  the  offices  of  treasurer 
and  secretary  to  the  grand  jury.  The  preparation  of  the  accounts  of  these  moneys  does  not 
appear  generally  to  occasion  any  increase  of  expense  to  the  receiver  of  the  public  offices. 
The  books  and  accounts  arc  kept  by  him,  aided  by  the  clerk  usually  employed  in  his  office 
in  connexion  with  the  police  department ; but  it  appears,  and  has  been  admitted  by  the 
receiver,  that  on  one  occasion  the  receipt  for  the  payment  of  the  sum  to  be  presented  to  him 
for  keeping  the  accounts  was  signed,  by  his  direction,  in  his  sou’s  name,  by  the  clerk,  as  if 
the  accounts  had,  in  fact,  been  kept  by  his  son. 

The  receiver  had,  however,  previously  paid  the  amount  to  his  son  ; this  was,  of  course, 
merely  gratuitous,  as  the  accounts  and  books  for  the  period  had  been  kept  by  the  receiver 
and  his  clerk.  The  statute  4S  Geo.  III.  c.  140,  does  not  direct  any  presentment  to  the 
receiver  for  keeping  these  accounts. 

128.  The  objections  which  have  been  made  before  us  to  the  present  system  of  the  police 
magistracy  in  Dublin  arc  chiefly  referable  to  the  general  objection  which  prevails  so  strongly 
to  the  constitution  and  proceedings  of  the  corporation — that,  the  choice  of  magistrates  is 
confined  (except  as  to  the  barristers  attached  to  each  office)  to  the  members  of  a body  which 
is  obnoxious  to  a large  proportion  of  the  inhabitants,  from  its  exclusive  and  intolerant 
principles  and  conduct'  Their  appointment  to  the  places  of  divisional  justices  does  not 
require  them  to  vacate  their  corporate  offices.  They,  therefore,  still  appear  to  the  public  as 
participating  in  the  acts  and  opinions  of  an  exclusive  political  party,  with  whom  they  thus 
continue  to  he  associated ; and  the  confidence  which  should,  and  in  general,  we  believe, 
might  justly  be  entertained  of  the  impartial  exercise  of  their  magisterial  functions,  is  lost  in 
the  suspicion  and  distrust  which  attach  to  the  members  and  adherents  of  the  corporation. 

The  law  as  to  Licences  for  the  sale  of  spirits,  & c.,  by  retail,  has  been,  recently,  ma- 
terially altered  by  the  3,  4 William  IV.  c.  68. 

The  previous  enactments  on  this  subject  required  a certificate  to  the  party  seeking  a 
licence  in  the  district  of  Dublin  metropolis  from  the  divisional  justices  of  police. 

Their  functions  in  this  respect  have  been  transferred  to  the  Court  of  Quarter  Session?, 
with  the  advantage  of  a public  inquiry  in  that  court,  on  due  notice  to  all  parties  interested  in 
objecting  to  the  character  of  the  applicants. 

Much  of  the  evidence  laid  before  us,  connected  with  this  topic  of  Inquiry,  consisted  of 
complaints  against  the  mode  in  which  the  power  of  granting  such  certificates  was  administered 
under  the  former  code.  It  appeared,  we  think,  that  the  magistrates  trusted  too  implicitly  to 
the  representations  of  the  inferior  officers  of  police,  and  that  several  of  the  latter  abused  this 
confidence  for  purposes  of  emolument  to  themselves. 

A very  prevalent  system  appeared  to  have  existed  of  purchasing  the  favour  of  these  officers 
by  presents  of  articles  of  grocery,  & c.,  to  secure  their  interest  in  obtaining  the  magisterial 
certificates. 

The  practice  of  some  officers  in  informing  against  publicans  for  breaches  of  the  statutory 
regulations  affecting  that  trade  was  made  another  source  of  considerable  emolument,  and 
also  enabled  them  to  exercise  an  indirect  influence  over  those  exposed  to  such  informations. 
In  the  course  ot  the  inquiry  into  these  matters  so  much  misconduct  was  established  against 
two  of  the  officers  attached  to  one  divisional  office,  that  the  justices  of  the  office  though 
proper  to  suspend  them,  and  they  shortly  afterwards  resigned  their  situations. 

4 here  was  evidence  laid  before  us  of  reluctance  or  negligence  of  the  peace  officers  in 
enforcing  the  provisions  of  the  3,  4 Will.  IV.  c.  GS.  This  Act  came  into  operation,  for  soir.c 
purposes,  on  the  28th  August  1833,  but  does  not  appear  to  have  been  put  efficiency  into 
force  until  the  month  ot  December  in  that  year.  This  was  ascribed  to  some  difficulty 
in  having  the  proper  forms  of  summonses,  notices,  &c.  prepared.  Even  in  January  1834  W 
had  evidence  of  numerous  instances  of  violation  of  the  prescribed  regulations  as  to  the  hour?  0 
closing  houses,  and  places  ot  sale  of  spirits,  &c.,  without  any  efficient  check  on  the  part  of 
the  police. 

lhe  number  of  licensed  public  houses  in  Dublin  is  very  considerable,  nearly  1,200,  and  a 
police  magistrate  of  considerable  experience  stated  to  us  his  opinion,  that  the  system  of  fining 
their  owners  for  violations  of  the  regulations  had  not  been  effective  in  preventing  such  bou?« 
from  being  open  at  unlawful  hours.  He  stated  that  fines  had  been  imposed  and  levied  a 
his  division  to  the  extent  of  nearly  £300  a-year,  on  an  average,  for  the  last  three  year?, 
without  producing  any  visible  improvement. 


Paving  and 
Cleansing, 
Lighting  and 
Impboving. 


129.  THE  duties  of  Paving  and  Cleansing  the  city  appear  to  have  been  imposed  up03 
the  corporation  of  Dublin  as  the  consideration  l'or  their  enjoyment  of  certain  portions,  at'eas,‘ 
ot  their  ancient  revenues. 


)ri?inal  Obligation  The  performance  of  those  duties,  anti  of  the  Lighting  and  Improving  of  the  city,  hash 
f'l?,nSOa'T°tati0“  hn-Sibj"!t  k?i8‘ltiv<i  regulation  in  a great  ram&r  ofauccessive  Acts  of  Parliament,  u» 
w c , at  first,  the  management  was  vested,  almost  exclusively,  in  the  corporate  officers; 
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afterwards,  by  degrees,  as  each  successive  system  was  found  to  fail  through  the  misconduct 
of  the  managers,  new  methods  were  devised,  until,  ultimately,  the  corporation  have  been 
almost  totally  disconnected  from  administration  of  the  funds,  and  relieved  from  the  perform- 
ance of  the  trusts. 

Some  payments  are  still  annually  made  to  these  uses  from  the  revenues  of  the  corporation. 

We  deem  it  right  to  detail  here,  briefly,  the  former  History  of  these  Trusts  as  appearing 
upon  the  statute  book  ; a task,  which  is,  in  some  measure,  necessary  to  explain  the  existing 
enactments. 

The  earliest  Act  of  Parliament  for  regulating  the  Paving  and  Cleansing  of  the  streets  of 
Dublin  appears  to  have  been  made  in  the  year  1717,  4 Geo.  I.  c.  11. 

That  Act  stated,  that  the  public  pavements  in  the  city  and  suburbs,  and  the  adjoining 
liberties,  were,  in  many  places,  very  much  out  of  repair,  and  in  several  places  raised  to  such 
a height  that  carriages  or  horses  could  not  with  safety  pass  over ; and  it  was  enacted,  that 
the  lord  mayor,  with  one  of  the  sheriffs,  and  two  of  the  aldermen,  to  be  nominated  by  the 
lord  mayor  from  time  to  time  as  there  should  be  occasion,  in  the  city,  and  the  seneschals, 
with  three  of  their  leet  jury,  in  the  several  liberties,  should  direct  the  levelling,  new  paving, 
raising,  and  mending  of  the  pavements  ; and  they  were  empowered  to  charge  the  chief  teuants 
inhabiting  houses,  and  the  owners  of  waste  ground,  with  the  price  for  paving,  altering,  or 
amending  the  pavements  before,  their  houses  and  grounds,  so  as  it  should  not  exceed  20 s.  at 
anv  one  time. 

The  “ scavenger  of  the  city”  (a  corporate  officer)  was  directed,  two  days  in  every  week 
to  be  appointed  by  the  lord  mayor,  to  carry  away  the  dirt,  soil,  and  filth,  out  of  every  street 
and  lane ; and  the  inhabitants  were  compelled,  before  nine  in  the  morning  of  those  days,  to 
sweep  and  cleanse  before  their  houses,  so  as  to  have  the  dirt  and  soil  ready  for  the  scavenger 
to  cany  away. 

In  the  year  1719,  it  is  stated,  (6  Geo.  I.  c.  15,)  that,  by  reason  of  the  great  extent  of  the 
city,  it  was  almost  impossible  for  the  lord  mayor  to  see  the  former  Act  duly  put  into  execution, 
and  it  was  therefore  enacted  that  the  lord  mayor  and  one  sheriff  within  the  city  and  suburbs, 
and  every  alderman  within  his  respective  ward,  taking  to  his  assistance  the  deputy  alderman 
of  his  ward,  might  regulate  the  pavements. 

No  general  rates  were  imposed  by  those  Acts  on  the  city  and  suburbs,  but  (there  being  no 
law  in  being  that  obliged  the  inhabitants  of  the  liberties  to  pay  the  scavengers,  by  means 
whereof  the  streets  and  lanes  were  “ extreme  dirty  and  full  of  filth  and  rubbish,”)  the  grand 
juries  of  the  leets  in  the  liberties  were  empowered  to  appoint  scavengers,  and  by  presentment 
to  ascertain  the  sums  of  money  that  the  inhabitants  should  pay  to  the  scavengers  for  cleansing, 
to  be  applotted  and  levied. 

In  1729,  it  was  found,  (3  Geo.  II.  c.  13,)  that  those  Acts  had  proved  ineffectual  for  the 
amendment  of  the  pavements,  cleansing  of  the  streets, and  removing  nuisances;  and  the 
lord  mayor  was  empowered  to  execute  the  powers,  both  as  to  cleansing  and  paving,  without 
the  assistance  and  concurrence  of  the  other  persons  who  were  required  to  join  by  the  former 
Acts,  and  those  persons  were  discharged  from  all  the  powers  and  trusts  in  relation  to  sweeping 
and  cleansing. 

The  churchwardens  and  directors  of  the  watch  in  each  parish  were  charged  to  examine  and 
return  all  defects  in  the  paving  and  cleansing,  and  the  lord  mayor  was  required  to  execute 
the  trust,  reposed  in  him  according  to  such  returns. 

The  pavements,  &c.,were  managed  under  those  Acts  until  the  year  1774,  when  an  Act  was 
passed,  (13,  14  Geo.  III.  c.  22,)  which  states,  that  the  streets,  quays,  bridges,  &c.,  were  not 
properly  pitched  or  paved,  and  that  the  methods  then  prescribed  by  law  for  the  paving  the 
streets  were  ineffectual. 

A corporate  body,  by  the  name  of  “ The  Commissioners  for  Paving  the  Streets  of  Dublin,” 
was  created,  consisting  of  the  lord  chancellor,  chief  justices,  &c.,  the  lord  mayor,  recorder, 
sheriffs,  15  aldermen,  and  15  common  couucilmen,  (to  be  elected  in  common  council  by 
ballot,)  the  archbishop  of  Dublin,  and  the  seneschal  of  the  manor  of  St.  Sepulchre,  the  lord 
ot  the  manor  and  the  seneschal  of- the  manor  of  Thomas  Court  and  Donore,  the  deans  of 

'rvf  ^urch  and  St.  Patrick’s,  and  37  persons  named  in  the  act. 

The  city  was  divided  into  five  divisions,  and  the  Protestant  parishioners  (s.  4)  were 
directed  to  elect  12  persons  in  each  division,  who,  together  with  three  of  the  aldermen  and 
three  of  the  common  councilmen  elected  as  commissioners,  should  constitute  a committee  for 
carrying  the  Act  into  execution  in  each  division. 

The  commissioners  were  empowered  (s.  74)  to  enforce  the  execution  of  the  former  Acts, 
aDfi yarious  new  enactments  were  made,  the  execution  of  some  of  the  provisions  being 
c™ed  to  the  commissioners  ; of  others  to  divisional  committees. 

the  commissioners  were  empowered  (s.  11)  to  appoint  clerks,  treasurers,  receivers, 
surveyors,  and  other  officers,  and  to  make  allowances  to  them,  and  to  ascertain  the  proportion 

! e expense  attending  the  same,  as  thev  thought  proper,  upon  such  division  of  the  city  as 
to  than  should  seem  reasonable. 

sa^  ,e  committees  were  authorized  to  appoint  a clerk  and  a supervisor,  and  fix  their 

The  commissioners  (s.  15)  had  the  ordering  of  the  works  ; the  committees  (s.  17)  were 
mpowered  to  make  contracts  for  the  paving,  to  be  approved  of  by  the  commissioners. 

ere  the  duty  of  paving  or  repairing  had  been  accustomed  to  be  performed  by  any  particu- 
ar  parish  or  corporation,  and  not  by  the  owners  or  occupiers  of  the  houses,  &c.,  adjoining  the 
pavements,  it  was  directed  (s.  31)  that 'they  should  be  paved  and  repaired  at  the  expense  of 
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such  parish  or  corporation  by  the  paviolirs  contracting  with  tile  commissioners,  unless 
(s.  32)  the  commissioners  compounded  with  them  for  a certain  sum  by  the  foot,  &c. 

• And  for  defraying  the  charges  of  paving  and  repairing,  it  was  enacted  that  rates  should  be 
laid  and  assessed  bv  the  commissioners  upon  all  the  lands,  houses,  shops,  warehouses, 
cellars,  vaults,  or  tenements,  within  the  city,  liberties,  aud  other  places  mentioned,  in  such 
sums  as  the  commissioners  should  order,  not  exceeding  Is.  in  the  pound,  in  any  one  year,  of 
the  yearly  rent  as  rated  for  the  watch  tax,  and  upon  public  buildings,  dead  walls,  and 
void  spaces,  &c.,  (ss.  41,  45,)  at  a rate  by  the  square  yard,  &c.,  to  be  settled  by  the 
commissioners. 

By  this  Act  regulations  were  made  (ss.  22,  27,  28,)  respecting  pavements  to  he  made  by 
the  persons  who  furnished  water  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  city ; and  after  ratifying  (s.  23) 
the  agreement,  between  the  corporation  of  Dublin,  and  the  Grand  Canal  Company,  respecting 
the  supplying  of  the  city  with  Water,  it  was  enacted,  (s.  35,)  that  the  respective  committees 
should  have  full  power  and  authority,  from  time  to  time,  to  cause  all  or  any  part  of  the 
squares,  streets,  and  lanes,  to  be  well  watered,  as  often  as  there  should  be  occasion,  in  such 
manner  as  they  should  direct,  and  defray  the  expenses  arising  thereby  out  of  the  money  to  he 
raised  by  virtue  of,  or  appropriated  for,  the  purposes  of  this  Act,  (s.  43.) 

It  was  also  enacted  (s.  52)  that  the  commissioners,  or  committees,  should  have  power  to 
oblige  all  the  inhabitants  of  quays  to  keep  in  order  the  walls  that  embanked  the  river  before 
their  respective  houses;  provided  (s.  53)  that  this  should  not  extend  to  exonerate  the 
corporation  of  Dublin,  or  any  person  bound  by  custom  or  contract  to  build,  or  repair,  the 
walls  on  the  river ; but  the  corporation,  and  other  persons  liable,  should  be  compelled  thereto 
by  the  commissioners,  or  committees,  as  persons  inhabiting  of  quays  were  subject  and 
liable  to. 

In  1776,  it  was  found  necessary  (15,  16  Geo.  III.  c.  20,)  to  require  a certain  qualification 
in  the  commissioners  and  committeemen;  several  additional  commissioners  were  named; 
the  provisions  were  extended  to  two  other  divisions,  viz.,  the  baronies  of  St.  Sepulchre  and 
Donore,  (s.  35,)  but  repealed  as  to  the  latter  in  1780,  19,  20  Geo.  III.  c.  44,  s.  17,)  and  the 
commissioners  were  empowered  to  borrow  money  at  interest  upon  mortgages  of  the  rates. 
A power  was  also  given  them  (s.  18)  of  enclosing  waste  grounds  at  the  expense  of  the 
party. 


By  tliis  Act  (s.  27)  the  governors  of  the  Lying-in  Hospital  were  to  be  charged  with  £‘20 
yearly,  and  no  more,  (s.  29;)  the  provost,  &c.,  of  Trinity  College  £70  yearly,  and  no  more; 
and  the  Corporation  of  Dublin,  for  the  pavement  at  or  around  St.  Stephen's  Green,  £50 
yearly,  and  no  more.  (The  clause  as  to  Trinity  College  was  repealed  by  the  next  mentioned 
Act,  s.  5.) 

In  1782,  (21,  22  Geo.  III.  c.  60,)  it  is  stated  that  “ by  mismanagement  of  the  fund  a 
considerable  sum  had  been  profusely  expended,  and  also  a very  heavy  debt  induced  on  the 
public,  by  means  whereof  the  fund  was  greatly  diminished,  and  yet  many  streets,  and  other 
places,  were  in  a worse  condition  than  they  were  before  the  said  Acts  of  1774  and  1776 
passed ;”  and  it  became  necessary  to  dissolve  the  then  .existing  body,  and  to  appoint  other 
commissioners,  with  powers  to  carry  the  Acts  into  execution  ; in  doing  this  the  15  aldermen 
and  1 5 common  councilmen  (elected  by  ballot.)  were  excluded,  and  the  lord  mayor,  recorder, 
sheriffs,  two  senior  aldermen,  and  two  senior  sheriffs’  peers,  only,  were  admitted  from  the 
corporation,  and  associated  with  “ the  Members  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament,”  and  67 
persons  named  in  the  Act. 

By  this  Act  the  qualification  of  commissioners  was  greatly  increased  ; the  parochial  com- 
mittees were  altogether  superseded,  their  powers  being  vested  in  10  of  the  commissioners 
nominated  out  of  the  body  at  large  for  each  of  the  six  wards  or  divisions  into  which  the  city 
was  then  divided. 

In  1784,  (23,  24  Geo.  III.  c.  57,)  a considerable  debt  still  remained  due,  and  many 
streets  and  other  places  were  in  a worse  condition  than  they  were  before  the  Act  of  1782 
passed ; and  the  benefits  to  the  public,  expected  to  arise  thereby,  had  not  accrued,  and  it 
became  expedient  to  dissolve  the  then  existing  corporation. 

It  was  also  found,  that  the  streets  had  not  been  cleansed  or  lighted,  and  that  the  persons, 
under  whose  management  they  had  been,  had  not  effectually  executed  the  powers  by  law 
vested  in  them  for  the  purpose. 

The  Cleansing,  as  already  stated,  had  remained  under  the  direction  of  the  lord  mayor. 

The  Lighting  of  the  city  had  originated  in  an  Act  of  1697,  (9  Will.  III.  c.  17,)  by  which 
the  corporation  of  Dublin  were  empowered  for  21  years  to  cause  public  lights  to  be  erected 
and  maintained  in  the  city  and  its  liberties ; and  the  Archbishop  of  Dublin,  and  the  Earl  ot 
Meath,  were  empowered  in  like  manner,  in  their  liberties;  rates  of  3.?.  and  2s.  on  the 
inhabitants  of  certain  houses  were  imposed. 

A merchant,  named  Michael  Cole,  was  appointed  the  deputy  of  the  corporation  to  put  the 
Act  in  execution  for  a .term  of  18  years. 

The  powers  of  the  corporation  were  further  continued  by  an  Act  made  in  1717,  (4  Geo-I- 
c.  9,  ss.  6 to  11  ;)  but,  in  1719,  the.  authorities  were  conferred  on  two  merchants,  named 
William  Aldrich  and  Hugh  Cumming,  for  a term  of  21  years,  by  an  Act  (6  Geo.  L e.  IS,) 
'which  received  amendments  in  1721  and  1729,  (8  Geo.  I.  c.  16 ; 3 Geo.  II.  c.  22,)  ana 
those  Acts  were  continued  for  a further  term  of  21  years  in  1737  and  1741,  (11  Geo.  ”■ 
'c.  19  ; 15  Geo.  II.  c.  11,)  but  the  expense  of  the  lighting  was  then  directed  to  be  applotted  on 
the  parishioners,  &c.,  ratably  as  for  the  watch-tax. 

In  1759,  the  former  term  being  about  to  expire,  (33  Geo.  II.  c.  18,)  the  citizens,  in  order 
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to  effect  so  useful  a work  as  the  effectual  lighting  of  the  city,  agreed  to  raise  the  monev  municipal 
necessary  for  the  purpose  by  a reasonable  tax  and  assessment  on  the  inhabitants  : and  it  REGULATI0NS-: 
was  enacted,  that  the  parishioners  of  the  several  parishes  should  light  the  lamps  of  their 
respective  parishes  and  liberties,  the  lamps  to  be  of  such  sort  and  fashion  as  to  the  corporation 
of  Dublin,  in  common  council  assembled,  should  seem  proper;  and  that  the  parishes  at 
their  vestries,  in  March  in  every  year,  should  assess  and  levy  upon  all  persons  inhabiting  or 
holding  premises,  who  were  liable  to  pay  watch  money,  such  competent  sums  of  money  as 
the  churchwardens  and  parishioners  should  order  and  direct  to  be  raised  ratably  in  pro- 
portion as  they  paid  by  way  of  watch  money.  The  corporation,  in  common  council,  were 
required,  annually,  to  ascertain  the  price  for  supplying,  lighting,  and  maintaining  each  lamp 
for  one  year ; and  the  churchwardens,  who  were  empowered  to  make  contracts  for  the  work 
with  the  consent  of  the  parishioners,  for  the  best  terms  they  could,  were  restricted  to  the 
making  of  annual  contracts  for  sums  not  greater  than  those  appointed  in  common  council. 

Aldrich  and  Camming  had  conveyed  to  Joseph  Darner,  and  his  executor,  John  Darner 
was  willing,  on  being  paid  the  sum  due  to  him,  to  assign  over,  the  lanthorns,  lamp  irons’ 
burners,  posts,  ladders,  and  other  utensils,  to  the  corporation  of  Dublin,  or  such  persons  as 
they  should  appoint ; and  the  parishes  having  taken  into  consideration  the  great  services  of 
Aldrich,  and  the  losses  sustained  by  him  and  his  representatives  by  the  misconduct  and 
embezzlements  of  the  representatives  of  Cumming,  and  also  the  use  which  the  lamps  and 
utensils  would  be  of,  if  handed  over  to  them,  agreed  to  give  £1,500  for  the  purpose,  and 
accordingly  they  were  enabled  to  assess  to  that  amount,  to  be  paid  to  trustees  to  be  applied 
to  pay  John  Darner  what  was  due  to  him,  upon  his  handing  over  the  lanthorns,  &c.  • and 
the  overplus  to  Jane  Glascock,  Aldrich’s  only  child. 

The  Acts  renewed  in  1741  were,  in  1761,  (1  Geo.  III.  c.  17,  s.  20,)  continued  for  21 
years  from  the  1st  of  May  1763,  and  thence  to  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Parliament. 

Under  these  provision,  the  city  was  lighted  up  to  the  time  of  the  before-mentioned  Act  of  Management  of  the' 
the  session  1 / 84,  (23,  24  Geo.  III.  c.  57,)  when  it  was  considered  expedient  that  the  ordering  Paving,  Cleansing, 
directing,  and  managing,  of  the  Cleansing  and  Lighting  of  the  streets,  and  the  ordering  and  Lighting,  &c., 
designing,  and  making  of  all  common  sewers,  drains,  and  vaults,  should  be  put  under  the  consoIidated- 
care  of  the  same  body  who  should  have  the  direction  and  management  of  the  Paving  of 
the  streets.  And  therefore  the  powers  of  all  persons  and  bodies  corporate  for  the  cleansino- 
and  lighting  of  the  streets,  & c.,  were,  as  to  them,  determined ; and  seven  persons  were  named 
to  be  '•  directors”  of  the  paving,  cleansing,  and  lighting  of  the.  several  streets,  and  other 
places  in  the  city,  And  other  works  to  be  done  in  pursuance  of  the  Act,  without  salary,  fee, 
or  reward;  and  they  were  empowered,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  to  appoint 
five  “commissioners,”  who  should  have  £1  a-day  each,  for  every  day’s  actual  attendance; 
and  tin*  several  powers  of  the  several  Acts  were  vested  in  the  directors  and  commissioners, 
the  directors  being  authorized  to  remove  the  commissioners,  with  the  assent  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  and  also  to  appoint  to  vacancies  in  their  own  bod}'.  These  persons  were  incor- 
porated by  the  name  of  “ The  Directors  and  Commissioners  for  Paving,  Cleansincr,  .and 
Lighting  the  Streets  of  Dublin.” 

The  former  commissioners  had  contracted  a debt  of  £35,000  and  upwards,  and  were 
directed  to  account  with  the  new  body ; and  the  new  corporation  were  empowered  to  raise 
sums  not  exceeding  £10,000  upon  mortgages  of  their  rates. 

It  was  recited  (s.  14)  that  it  was  incumbent  on  the  lord  mayor,  sheriffs,  commons,  and  Second  Composi- 
citizens  of  the  city  of  Dublin  to  have  and  keep  in  repair  certain  parts  of  the  said  city,  the  tion  with  the 
annual  expense  of  which  was  estimated  to  amount  to  £300,  and  upwards ; and  it  was  Corporation  of 
enacted  that  those  parts  should  be  paved  and  repaired  by  the  paviours,  &c.,  contracting  with,  Pavements ^ 
or  employed  by,  the  directors  and  commissioners,  and  that  in  order  to  defray  the  expense 
7*  iae  l°r{I  mayor,  sheriffs,  commons,  and  citizens,  should  pay  the  annual  sum  of  £300 
s ei  mg  out  of  the  revenue  of  the  said  city,  arising  by  tolls  and  customs,  by  half-yearly 
paraents  on  every  25th  of  March,  and  29th  of  September. 

oth  jllec*ors  and  commissioners  were  to  make  and  erect  in  or  near  the  markets,  and  such 
er  places  as  to  them  should  seem  proper  (for  the  health,  convenience,  and  benefit  of  the 
poor  and  the  cleanliness  of  the  city,)  such  number  of  Public  Fountains  and  conduits  for  the  Public  Fountains. 1 

pp  \ ot  water  as  aforesaid,  the  number  not  to  exceed  20,  and  the  rate  for  each  fountain  not 
10  excced  £30,  one  with  the  other. 

j.  ^ !'as  a^°  recited  (s.  21)  that  the  Cleansing  of  the  streets,  and  other  places  of  the  city.  Composition  with 
leietofore  been  conducted  under  the  direction  of  the  lord  mayor,  sheriffs,  commons,  aud  Corporation  of 
t-ie  t 'll-  ^ t^6  exPense  thereof  had  been  defrayed  by  them  out  of  the  revenue  arising  by  rieansin^of  the 
the  T4  ^ and  customs  of  the  said  city;  and  that  it  appeared,  by  a resolution  of  a committee  of  city.  ° 
applied 'l^  I,  ^°mtnons»  that  upon  an  average  of  10  years  the  sum  of  £2,013  had  been  yearly 
comm'  ' l lem  **or  ^le  purpose ; wherefore,  and  towards  the  enabling  the  directors  and 
appli  1Sfjoners  to  defray  the  expense  of  cleansing  the  streets  out  of  the  funds  theretofore 
shoulcf  V°  i same’  was  enacted  that  the  lord  mayor,  sheriffs,  commons,  and  citizens, 
of  the  • e directors  and  commissioners  the  annual  sum  of  £2,000  out  of  the  revenue 

emtr,™  i an,S,m£  fr°m  tolls  and  customs  thereof,  or  so  much  thereof  as  such  tolls  and 

customs  should  be  sufficient  to  pay. 

fixed*1  aM  ,PavdnS  rate  of  6d.  in  the  pound  was  authorized,  and  the  lighting  rates  were 

In  1786  n*  if'*  and  in  the  pound  on  three  different  classes  of  houses,  &c. 
ruention  * ^ jf  i°reg°ing  Acts  (with  the  exception  of  certain  clauses,  &c.,  not  material  to 
and  clause  relative  to  the  agreement  between  the  corporation  of  Dublin 

rand  Canal  Company  was  saved,)  were  repealed,  (26  Geo.  III.  c.  61,)  and  the 
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provisions  (with  alterations)  were  consolidated  into  one  Act,  the  debt,  then  amounting  t0 
£45  271  9^-  did.,  being  charged  on  the  new  rates.  Power  was  given  to  borrow,  upon 
mortgages  of  the  rates,  sums  not  exceeding  £10,000.  . 

Tlfe  powers  of  the  directors  and  commissioners  under  this  Act  for  paving,  &c.,  were  extended 
as  far  as  the  public  lights  should  extend  within  the  limits  of  the  Circular  Road,  and  an  Act 
of  1772,  (11,  12  Geo.  III.  c.  13,)  for  the  paving,  cleansing,  and  lighting  of  Sackville  Street, 
&c.,  was  repealed,  (s.  139.) 

It  was  recited  (s.  38)  that  the  public  fountains,  or  conduits,  erected  under  the  Act  of 
1784,  had  been  found  to  contribute  greatly  to  the  health,  convenience,  and  benefit  of  thB 
public,  and  in  particular  to  the  poor  of  the  city,  and  the  cleanliness  thereof;  and  it  was 
enacted  that  the  directors  and  commissioners  might  make  and  erect  in  the  streets,  &c.,  such 
number  of  fountains,  or  conduits,  for  the  supply  of  water,  as  they  should  think  necessary,  and 

pay  for  the  same  out  of  the  funds  arising  by  the  Act. 

And  (s.  39)  that  they  should  have  full  power  and  authority,  from  time  to  time,  to  cause 
all  or  any  part  of  the  public  streets,  or  passages,  to  be  well  watered,  in  such  manner  as  they 
should  appoint;  and,  if  necessary,  to  cause  to  be  dug  and  sunk  in  any  of  the  streets, or 
passages,  any  well  or  wells,  and  also  to  erect  one  or  more  pump  or  pumps  for  the  purpose. 

The  provisions  charging  the  corporation  of  Dublin  with  annual  sums  of  £300  and  £50 
were  renewed,  (s.  79,)  and  in  consideration  of  such  payments  they  were  discharged  and 
exonerated  from  the  costs  and  expenses  of  the  pavement  round  Stephen’s  Green,  and  the 
other  pavements. 

It  was  also  stated  that  they  had  been  used  to  maintain  and  light  Lamps  at  the  mansion 
house,  tholsel,  and  market  house,  and  it  was  enacted  (s.  80)  that  the  treasurer  of  the  city 
should  pay,  for  that  purpose,  the  annual  sum  of  £20,  by  half-yearly  payments,  on  the  25th 
March  and  29th  September,  and  that,  in  consideration  thereof,  the  corporation  should  be 
exonerated  and  discharged  from  the  costs  and  expenses  of  lighting  and  maintaining  such 
lamps. 

The  other  provisions  of  the  former  Acts  were,  substantially,  readopted.  The  annual 
rate  for  paving  was  limited  to  Is.  6 d.  in  the  pound ; the  rates  for  lighting  to  Is.  6 d.,  Is.,  and 
9d.,  as  before,  (ss.  52,  53.) 

A provision  was  introduced,  (s.  50,)  charging  the  owners  of  grounds  and  houses  in  new 
streets,  for  the  making  of  foot- ways,  carriage-ways,  and  sewers,  in  proportion  to  the  extent  itt 
front  of  each  house,  or  lot  of  ground. 


Agreement  of  the 
Corporation  of 
Dublin  to  supply 
Water. 


Acts  now  in  force. 


Local  Limits  of  the 
Jurisdiction. 


By  an  Act  of  1788,  (28  Geo.  III.  c.  50,  s.  30,)  for  the  better  supplying  the  city  with 
Water,  reciting  the  benefits  arising  from  the  fountains  and  conduits  then  erected  by  the 
commissioners,  and  that  they  had  been  prevented  from  extending  those  benefits  throughout 
their  jurisdictions  for  want  of  the  necessary  and  constant  Supply  of  Water,  and  had  pro- 
posed to  the.  corporation  of  Dublin  to  pay  them  £150  per  annum,  the  better  to  enable  the 
corporation  to  extend  their  mains  and  works  for  the  supply  of  water  to  the  fountaius  or 
conduits  to  be  erected  by  the  commissioners  in  such  places  as  they  should  think  proper,  it 
was  enacted,  that  the  agreement  should  be  ratified  and  confirmed,  and  that  the  commis- 
sioners should,  out  of  their  funds,  pay  the  corporation  the  sum  of  £150,  in  one  or  more 
payments,  in  every  year,  for  ever. 

By  an  Act  of  1790,  (30  Geo.  III.  c.  42,)  several  amendments  in  the  then  subsisting 
enactments  were  made,  and  amongst  other  things  the  corporation  for  paving,  &c.,  were 
empowered  to  repair  and  make  the  roads  to  the  city,  lying  between  the  end  of  the  pavements 
and  the  Circular  Road ; but  in  1797  (37  Geo.  III.  c.  22,)  they  were  directed  to  discontinue 
such  repairs  if  the  grand  juries  of  the  city  and  of  the  county  Dublin,  &c.,  did  not  make 
provision  by  presentment,  &c.,  towards  the  expenses. 

The  borrowing  (with  the  approbation  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant)  of  further  sums  of  money, 
not  exceeding  £10,000,  was  authorized.  In  1800  other  alterations  were  made,  (40  Geo.  Ill- 
c.  62,  ss.  13  to  15.) 

The  trusts  of  these  Acts  seem  to  have  been  very  seriously  abused,  for,  in  1805,  (45  Geo.  Ilk 
c.  1 12,)  it  became  necessary'  to  appoint  commissioners  of  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the 
directors  and  commissioners,  and  to  provide  for  the  suspension  of  their  powers. 

And  upon  the  report  made  upon  that  inquiry  the  powers  of  the  former  corporation  were 
suspended,  (40  Geo.  III.  c.  68,)  and  new  commissioners  were  temporarily  appointed. 

An  advance  of  money  out  of  the  consolidated  fund,  not  exceeding  £20,000,  was  provide 
for  the  purposes  of  paving,  &c. ; the  sums  so  advanced  (with  interest)  to  be  paid  and  redeemed 
out  of  the  produce  of  the  rates  as  thereby  directed. 

In  1S07,  (47  Geo.  III.  (loc.  & pers.)  sess.  2.  cap.  cix.)  all  the  former  enactments 
repealed,  and  the  Act  which  now  principally  regulates  the  paving,  lighting,  and  cleansings 
Dublin  was  introduced.  . 

This  Act  has  been  followed  by  another  passed  in  1814,  (54  Geo.  III.  (loc.  & PerSv 
cap.  ccxxi.)  making  certain  alterations. 

130.  The  Act  of  1807  (s.  ] ) recites,  that  there  are  divers  considerable  districts  within  the  Cn 
cular  Road  surrounding  the  city  of  Dublin,  which  had  been  wholly,  or  in  part,  exempt  from  t 
jurisdiction  of  the  Directors  and  Commissioners,  &c.,  and  from  the  taxes  for  paving  a®1 
lighting  vested  in  them  ; and  that  it  was  expedient  that  the  said  districts  should  be  subjec  ® 
the  Jurisdiction,  of  the  Commissioners  then  to  he  appointed,  and  accordingly  all •PaCy 
within  the  Limits  of  the  Circular  Road,  &c.,  (thereby,  ss.  7 and  8,  and  by  the  54  Geo.  IIL s>  ' 
particularly  defined,)  are  placed  under  their  Jurisdiction- 
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In  1785,  an  Act  (25  Geo.  III.  c.  43)  was  made  for  the  completing  and  effectually  lio-htincr  MUNICIPAL 

of  Rutland  Square,  and  the  better  support  of  the  Lying-in  Hospital.  This  refers  to  the  REGULATI0NS* 
general  Paving  and  Lighting ; Act  of  1784  A tax  of  Is.  M.  per  foot  running  measure  was 
imposed  on  the  houses  from  No.  1 to  No.  48,  payable  to  the  governors  of  the  hospital,  to  create  * * Sq 

a fund  for  lighting  lamps  on  the  rails,  enclosing  the  gardens,  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  hospital 
The  lights  in  front  of  the  houses,  also,  were  placed  under  their  direction,  the  Act  compelling 
the  owners  of  each  house  to  erect,  and  keep  in  repair  one,  two,  or  three  lamps  in  fr0nt° 
according  to  the  number  of  feet  in  front,  and  taxing  them  at  the  rate  of  £1  14s  0 d per  year 
for  each  lamp.  It  further  enacted,  that  the  inhabitants,  on  complying  with  the  requisites  of 
the  Act,  “shall  be  for  ever  after  exempted  from  any  tax  or  imposition  whatsoever  imposed  by 
virtue  of  any  law  now  in  force  or  hereafter  to  be  made  for  the  lighting  or  regulating  the 
lamps  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  or  any  part  thereof.”  ° ° 

The  Act  of  1807  (47  Geo.  Ill*  c.  109.  s.  1,)  recited,  that  there  were  divers  considerable 
•districts  within  the  Ciicular  Road  exempt  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  commissioners  and  the 
taxes  for  paving  and  lighting,  and  that  it  was  expedient  that,  those  districts  should  be  subject 
to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  commissioners ; and  it  imposed  the  general  tax  for  defraying  the 
charges  of  paving,  repairing,  and  lighting  the  streets,  squares,  & c.,  within  those  limits,  in 
general  terms,  and  without  any  exception  of  Rutland  Square,  or  reference  to  the  Act  of  1785. 

“ In  1810,  an  Act  (50  Geo.  III.  (loc.  & pers.)  cap.  ccv.)  was  passed,  whereby,  after  referring 
to  the  25  Geo.  III.  and  47  Geo.  III.,  and  reciting  that  doubts  had  arisen  how  far  the  25 
Geo.  III.  was  continued  in  force,  it  was  declared  and  enacted,  for  obviating  all  such  doubts 
that  notwithstanding  the  47  Geo.  III.  or  any  other  Act,  the  provisions  of  the  25  Geo.  III! 
should  be  deemed,  and  were  declared  to  be,  in  force. 

Upon  this  Act  it  was  agreed,  between  the  governors  of  the  hospital  and  the  commissioners 
(6th  June  1811,)  that  the  account  respecting  the  lighting  of  the  square  should  be  arranged 
as  if  the  Act  of  the  47  Geo.  III.  had  not  in  any  manner  interrupted  or  interfered  with  the 
Acts  then  in  existence,  under  which  the  governors  derived  their  powers  of  lighting  the  square. 

The  subsequent  Act.  (54  Geo.  III.  (loc.  & pers.)  cap.  cxx.)  grants,  in  lieu  of  the  rates  and 
assessments  for  paying,  repairing,  lighting,  and  cleaning  the  streets,  squares,  &c.,  within  the 
limits  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  commissioners  under  the  47  Geo.  III.,  new  rates,  &c.,  and 
does  this  in  general  words,  and  without  any  exception  of  Rutland  Square,  or  reference  to  the 
Acts  respecting  it ; and  the  question,  whether  the  exception  made  by  the  25  Geo.  III.  was 
not  again  legally  put  an  end  to,  again  arises. 

In  practice,  however,  the  exception  has  been  continued,  and  the  assessment  has  been  made 
by  the  commissioners  upon  the  square  for  paving  and  cleansing  only ; and  a separate  assess- 
ment, for  lighting,  has  been  imposed  by  the  governors  of  the  hospital. 

. 131 . The  6th  section  of  the  47  Geo  III.  recites  the  advantages  of  paring,  cleansing,  and  light-  Constitution  of  the 
ing  the  streets,  of  erecting  fountains  and  conduits  for  the  use  of  the  poor  and  public,  of  making  Board, 
common  sewers  and  drains,  and  of  putting  all  those  works  under  the  care  of  one  Board,  and 
leretore  empowers  the  “ Lord  Lieutenant,  or  other  Chief  Governor  or  Governors  of  Ireland 
'?r  "ja  tim®  being,  to  nominate  three  persons  to  be  commissioners  for  those  purposes and 
the  Jth  section  makes  them  removable  at  his  or  their  pleasure. 

\ the  12th  section,  the  three  commissioners  are  made  a corporation,  by  the  name  of  " The 
omnnssioners  for  Paving,  Cleansing,  and  Lighting  the  Streets  of  Dublin;”  and  any  two 
them  (s.  13)  are  enabled  to  exercise  all  their  powers. 

• ^le  apP°intnient  and  removal  at  pleasure  of  four  principal  officers  under  the  commis-  Summary  of  their 
-nets,  viz.,  two  supervisors  of  works,  the  secretary,  and  the  treasurer,  are  vested  in  the  Lord  Powers.  , 
wu  enant  or  other  Chief  Governor  of  Ireland  for  the  time  being;  with  a Power  in  the 
omnnssioners  also  of  removing  or  suspending  them,  and,  during  such  suspension,  of  ap- 
pointing others  to  their  offices?  6 5 l 

remm^  aPP°'1ntment  °f  their  collectors  and  all  other  officers  and  servants,  and  the  powers  of 
ng  and  suspending  them,  are  placed  altogether  in  the  commissioners. 
jn„  Jlave  a jurisdiction  to  try  offences  against  these  Acts,  and  to  impose  fines  (not  exceed- 
eessive  ae  1 *Ct  to  atten<l  to  their  summonses,  and  to  impose  a new  fine  for  every  suc- 
such  complaints  °nG  °r  more  them  may  examine  on  oath,  and  hear  and  determine 

purchase  ground  and  to  take  down  houses  for  enlarging  the  public 
valim6  c ’ 0 1SSue  their  preceuts  to  the  sheriffs  nf  the  rif.v  tn  return  inries  for  aseertainincr  the 

alue  of  such  premises,  and  t< 

SValued;  SPecial  provis 

StterndCharSed  U?on  the 

*°  authorize  the  commissioners  of  paving  to  make  new  streets  or  passages,  or  to 


value  of  s h ° 1SS.ue  “eir  precepts  to  the  sheriffs  of  the  city  to  return  juries  for  ascertaining  the 
been  valued  anc*  t°  give  judgment  for  the  sums  of  money  to  which  they  shall  have 

which  are  rh  toP?cia^  provisions  are  made  for  the  application  of  such  purchase  moneys, 
not  extend  t ^ ^ uPon  t^le  ^nds  of  the  commissioners.  But  it  is  provided  that  this  shall 
widen  or  la  ° a?  aonze  the  commissioners  of  paving  to  make  new  streets  or  passages,  or  to 
Wide  Street'  °Upstreets  'vhich  shall  be  under  the  direction  of  the  Commissioners  for  making 
and  the  pave  ^ vers  are  given  them  also  to  widen  any  old  road  between  the  Circular  Road 

ofnU^:~d  by  tbe  Geo‘  ***•  s- 134j  f°r  the  purpose  of  empowering  the  inspectors 
tificate  beina  r u aS,constables  under  that  Act,  that  the  lord  mayor  of  the  city,  upon  a cer- 
been  appoint?  t0  by  the  commissioners  that  the  persons  therein  named  have 

exceedjuo-  eitrftf  - &Dy  empi°yment  under  the  commissioners,  shall  swear  such  persons,  not 
All  monev  r ^ ,numbei*  iQ  the  whole,  into  the  office  of  constables  under  that  Act. 
niissioners,  to  ^tb  ■ er  tbe  -^ct,  and  all  fines  and  forfeitures  paid,  are  vested  in  the  com- 
direct  the  'soli  w^h  the  property  in  the  works ; and  they  are  empowered  to  order  and 
Al.  c.  /. * areSj  streets,  lanes,  courts,  alleys,  quays,  and  bridges,  to  be  pitched,  paved. 
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REGULATIONS,  repaired,  raised,  lowered,  or  altered,  and  for  that  purpose  to  be  stopped  up;  and  to  remove 
all  posts,  rails,  &c.,  and  all  encroachments  and  projections  beyond  the  front  wall  of  each 
house ; and  to  employ  such  artificers,  workmen,  labourers,  carters,  and  others,  and  to  do  all 
and  every  such  other  acts  and  things  touching  the  premises,  as  they  shall  judcre  necessar 
They  are  also  authorized  to  enter  into  contracts  for  paving  or  keeping  in  repair,  or  for  cleansing 
or  lighting,  all  or  any  of  the  streets,  &c.  8 

Several  provisions  are  made  for  the  mutual  regulation  of  the  works  of  the  commissioners 
and  those  of  the  pipe-water  committee  of  the  corporation  of  Dublin. 

The  erection  of  public  fountains  and  conduits,  the  watering  of  the  streets,  the  makini 
repairing,  and  cleansing  of  sewers  and  drains,  are  intrusted  to  them,  together  with  the  adnm 
nistration  of  a great  number  of  minute  provisions  for  regulation  of  the  highways,  markets  &c 
and  the  conduct  of  the  inhabitants,  the  drivers  of  carriages,  & c.  &c.  & c. 

They  are  also  invested  with  a most  extensive  jurisdiction  of  assessing  the  inhabitants  by 
general  rates  on  the  valuation  of  houses  and  the  measurement  of  other  premises,  to  which 
rates  certain  limits  are  fixed ; and  also  by  a variety  of  special  rates  for  watering  the  streets 
making  sewers,  and  other  works. 

These  statutes,  in  general,  require  the  concurrence  of  two  of  the.  commissioners  to  the  validity 
of  the  acts  of  the  Board,  except,  where  they  sit  judicially,  in  which  cases  any  one  of  them  is 
empowered  to  hear  and  determine  the  complaints,  &c. 

List  of  Commission-  The  Commissioners  under  the  Acts  of  1807  and  1814  have  been  the  following  persons,  at 
ers  from  1807.  the  several  periods  specified. 


1807. 

1808,  Feb.”l8th. 

1808,  Sept"  1 st  & 2nd. 


1812,  Jan.  18th&25ft. 
1820,  Dec.”23rd. 


1.  Major  Alexander  Taylor 

2.  Alderman  Henry  Hutton 

3.  Alderman  Frederick  Darley 

1.  Major  Alexander  Taylor 

2.  Alderman  Frederick  Darley 

3.  Alderman  Joseph  Pemberton 

1 . Major  Alexander  Taylor 

2.  Alderman  Hugh  Trevor 

3.  George  Ewing,  Esq. 

1 . Major  Alexander  Taylor 

2.  Alderman  Mark  Bloxbam 

3.  Thomas  Nesbitt,  Esq. 

1.  Major  Alexander  Taylor 

2.  Alderman  Mark  Bloxham 

3.  Sir  Charles  Coots,  Bart. 


1822,  Nov.  27th. 
1825,  Aug.  16th. 
1327,  Feb.  5th. 
„ Nov.  22ud. 


1 . Major  Alexander  Taylor 

2.  Alderman  Mark  Bloxham 

3.  Thomas  Newcomen  Edgeworth.  Eso. 

1.  Major  Alexander  Taylor 

2.  Thomas  Newcomen  Edgeworth, Esq. 

3.  Alderman  Richard  Smyth 

1.  Vacant 

2.  Thomas  Newcomen  Edgeworth, Esq, 

3.  Alderman  Richard  Smyth 

1.  Alderman  Richard  Smyth 

2.  Colonel  George  Morris 

3.  Hickman  Kearney,  Esq. 


FormerMismanage-  The  above-named  Major  Alexander  Taylor  appears  to  have  been  one  of  the  Commissioners 
ment  of  Inquiry,  under  the  Acts  of  1805  and  1806,  who  was  most  active  in  exposing  the  abuses 

and  corruptions  of  the  former  “ Directors  and  Commissioners,”  and  in  the  devising  of  the 
new  system  put  into  operation  in  1807 ; but  that  new  system,  it  appears,  did  not,  under  hi? 
subsequent  superintendence,  produce  relief  from  the  weight  of  local  taxation.  On  the  contrary, 
in  the  hands  of  Major  Taylor  and  others,  the  enactments  of  the  new  statutes  became  tile 
means  of  oppression  and  abuse,  unexampled  in  the  former  mismanagement  of  the  local 
affairs  of  the  city. 

Commission  of  The  complaints  of  the  inhabitants  were  long  unattended  to.  After  the  appointment- 

SSS  however,  of  one  of  the  present  commissioners  of  paving,  (Alderman  Smyth,)  in  1825,  the 
ers,  in  1826.  fraudulent  conduct  of  the  prior  commissioners  and  their  officers  was  detected ; and  an 
inquiry  was  held  before  two  gentlemen  of  the  Bar,  (J.  T.  Hall,  Esq.,  and  W.  D.  Freeman,  Esq.,) 
who  made  their  report  on  the  7th  of  November  1826,  which  was  afterwards,  with  an  appendix 
of  the  evidence  taken  before  them,  printed  by  order  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  May  1827. 
■ That  report  (of  1826)  contains  an  exposure  of  the  maladministration  of  the  funds  practised 
previously  to  its  date ; and  it  will  be  sufficient  in  most  respects  to  confine  our  present  obser- 
vations to  subsequent  transactions. 

The  present  Board.  In  1827  the  present  Board  of  Commissioners  was  formed,  consisting  of  Alderman  Smyth, 
who  was  promoted  to  be  chief  commissioner,  and  of  Colonel  Morris,  and  Mr.  Hickmar. 
Kearney. 

Improvements  There  can  be  no  question  that  a very  improved  system  of  management  has  been  organized 

erected.  under  the  new  commissioners,  and  that  many  of  the  defects  pointed  out  in  the  report  of  1S26 

have  been  remedied. 

For  instance,  upon  a comparison  of  three  years  ended  5th  January  1825,  and  three  yea* 
ended  5th  January  1S32,  the  average  annual  amount  of  losses  by  uncollected  arrears  ol 
tax  has  been  reduced  from  £9,379  15s.  to  £1,677  Is.  8d.,  and  this  appears  to  have  bees 
enectea  without  an  oppressive  exercise  of  power,  and  principally  by  correcting  the  negligent 
partial,  and  corrupt  practices  of  the  collectors. 

Again,  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  present  commissioners  appear  to  contain  & 
full  record  of  every  transaction  of  the  board;  and  in  all  the  departments  connected  with  * 
business,  the  documents  are  faithfully  preserved,  and  by  the  arrangements  in  the  offices 
readily  accessible.  5 

Further,  a very  effective  control  and  superintendence  of  the  accounts  of  the  establishment 
bas  been  earned  into  effect,  ancl  many  improvements  have  been  made  in  matters  of  miMf 


TilmSStin  mai^f  tV  But  U 13  W la“ented-  fhat  notwithstanding  those  useful  changes,  very  little  relief  fit 
Taxation  still  mam-  the  pressure  of  the  Ta*  has  been  achieved  for  the  public.  In  two  years,  only,  since  the  i< 
mation  of  the  present  board,  has  there  been  any  abatement  from  the  Maximum  of  gen* 
Kate  for  paving,  cleansing,  and  lighting,  viz : . 
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For  the  year  ending  5th  January  1829,  an  abatement  of  22 h per  cent. 

” ” ” 1832,  „ 20  per  cent. 

The  maximum  of  the  rate  having  been  maintained  in  every  other  year. 

The  former  abatement  in  the  rate  of  tax  was  voluntaiy  on  the  part  of  the  commissioners 
and  appears  to  have  been  founded  upon  the  improvement  of  the  finances  consequent  upon 
the  better  collection  of  the  tax,  and  upon  there  being  then  in  bank,  to  the  credit  of  the  board 
a considerable  balance,  in  part,  it  is  alleged,  attributable  to  accidental  causes. 

The  latter  abatement  was  made  ostensibly  upon  a calculation  by  the  commissioners  that 
they  could  make  the  remission  by  confining  themselves  to  necessary  repairs  in  the  year  1831 
and  not  undertaking  any  new  improvements ; but,  in  reality,  it  was  made  at  the  special  desire 
of  Sir  Henry  Hardinge,  when  chief  secretary,  (urged  by  the  representations  of  the  tax- 
payers,) and  against  the  opinion  of  the  commissioners. 

We  shall  comprise  the  principal  observations,  which  we  think  it  necessary  to  make  in  detail 
on  the  present  system  of  management,  under  the  heads  of  the  income  and  expenditure  of  the 
board;  treating,  under  the  head  of  income,  of  the  powers  of  taxation  possessed  by  the  com- 
missioners ; and  under  the  head  of  expenditure  showing  the  extent  of  the  establishment  main- 
tained by  them,  and  their  mode  of  conducting  their  business. 

132.  We  here  annex,  in  the  first  instance,  the  following  returns  of  the.  income  and  expen- 
diture. We  have  divided  them  into  three  periods,  in  order  the  more  clearly  to  contrast  the  first 
priod,  viz.,  of  five  years,  ended  5th  January  1825,  in  which  the  affairs  were  under  the  control 
of  the  commissioners  who  were  dismissed  for  misconduct,  with  the  third  period,  viz.,  of  five 
years,  ended  5th  January  1S33,  in  which  they  were  under  the  control  of  the  present  commis- 
sioners. In  the  intervening  period  of  three  years  the  inquiry  into  the  affairs  was  pending 
and  the  alterations  of  the  system  were  in  progress. 

The  disbursements  appear  here  under  the  heads  of  account  as  used  by  the  commissioners ; 
but  we  shall  have  occasion  to  show  there  are  items  which  ought  to  be  differently  classed’ 
particularly  as  regards  the  item  of  salaries. 
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A RETURN,  showing,  under  the  usual  Heads,  the  INCOME  of  the  COMMISSION 


5tli  January,  1821,  late  Irish  Currency 


29,729  16  9 
26.819  13  9 
34,217  16  10 


1,497  18  5j| 
1,309  l 10 
1,642  9 0 
1,527  12  0' 
1,732  11  3 


Works  Chargeable. 


£.  s 


664  19  61 
853  10  7 4 
800  2 0 
2,100  16  94 
774  12  44 


Repaint  over  Pin 
[Water-works,  Gm 


£.  ! 


301  6 24 


439  16  1 
406  13  6 
314  9 0 
312  13  2 


701  2 6 
2,620  18  1 


2,610  13  3 
3,543  16  0 


flighting  pri- 
vatc  Lamps. 

*22? 

£■  J.  4 

l lt 

1,486  5 9} 

1,0  liB 

844  2 8 

Obi, 

424  16  0} 

1,071  9 GS 

Si  El. 

772  13  9} 

9JGU  j j 

A RETURN,  showing,  under  the  usual  Heads,  the  INCOME  of  the  COMMISSION  I 


Tax. 

Works  Chargeable. 

1 

Years  Endiso 

Paving  and 
Lighting. 

Watering. 

Paving. 

s.™,. 

Flagging. 

Lighting  pri. 
vale  Lamps. 

5th  January  1826,  late  Irish  Currency 

£.  s.  d. 
37,945  7 5 

£.  s.  d. 
2,519  16  7 

£.  s.  a. 
3,137  19  11 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£■  t.  d. 
948  19  16 

lu 
93  !*! 

, , 1827,  British  Currency, 

36,625  2 0 

2,635  8 1 

5,752  6 64 

208  12  6 

367  10  3 

396  IS  2 

1,196 ; ; | 

1!®, 

36,203  9 0 

2,358  19  6 

1,647  17  1 

1,042  8 2 

502  8 11 

49  12  3 

1,333  lit 

A RETURN,  showing,  under  the  usual  Heads,  the  INCOME  of  the  COMMISSIONS 


Tax. 

Works  Chargeable. 

1 ears  Ending 

Paving  and 
Lighting. 

Watering. 

Paving. 

Sewers. 

Flagging. 

Inclosing 
Waste  Uruuud. 

5th  January  1829,  British  Currency 

£.  s.  d. 
31,662  3 7 

£.  s.  d. 
2,232  14  10 

£.  s.  d. 
2,121  3 11 

& s.  d. 
1,391  18  14 

£.  s.  d. 
341  0 24 

89615  2 

,.  1830, 

35,288  11  5 

2,513  2 1 

2.112  6 S 

273  8 4 

“ 591  12  9 

13{i 

1831,  ,,| 

34,554  13  10 

1,510  13  7 

884  13  10 

616  13  10 

962  4 104 

4«M  ?j 

,,  1832, 

28,781  11  1 

1,820  10  10 

1,307  3 94 

497  4 10 

451  I 11 

1.696  ( 2 j 

1833, 

33,277  19  6 

1,653  2 6 

765  9 1 

1,072  0 34 

389  4 0 

27  7 11 

1,93  4 3 1 

A RETURN,  showing,  uuder  the  usual  Heads,  the  EXPENDITURE  of  the  COMMISSIONS] 


Years  Ending 

p„h5. 

Scavenging. 

Lighting. 

S!„„, 

Flagging. 

Corporation 

Stationery. 
Printing,  am 
Stamps. 

Advertising 

Newspapers 

L... 

H 

5th  January  1S21  ^ r 

1822 

••  1823  &52K 

.,  1824 

..  1825  J [ 

£.  s.  d. 
9,479  9 8 
9,298  16  6 
8,143  18  04 
8.276  10  11 
14,795  18  9 

£.  s.  d. 
4,159  11  64 
4,007  16  4 
4,16413  9 
5,052  11  7 
6,599  15  2 

£.  i.  d. 

9,326  5 74 
9,392  1 114 
8,446  8 5) 
7,356  12  1 
8,881  12  8 

£.  s.  d. 
1,103  11  4 
1,123  2 34 
1,008  12  0 
1.173  7 8 
929  7 7 

£.  s.  d. 
980  16  10 
1,097  9 0 
1.917  2 54 
1,932  17  64 
5,974  18  54 

£.  s.  d. 
672  16  14 
224  2 l 
161  14  2 
141  13  5 
285  14  7 

£.  t.  d. 
334  15  7 
249  10  0 
314  17  10 
255  13  94 
652  5 11 

£.  s.  d. 
97  17  6 
23  19  5 
23  9 1 

17  1 6 
69  3 5 

£.  l i. 
1,753  15  5 
523  2 0 
22  15  0 
67  8 2 
1,595  12  1 

t.  it! 
23  |i» 
S3  5 3 
Still  1 
21512*1 
2312 1 

A RETURN,  showing,  under  the  usual  E 

eads,  the  ] 

.XPENDITURE  oftL 

1 1 
1 

Years  Ending 

Scavenging 

Lighting. 

Sewers, 

Flagging. 

Corporation 

House. 

Stationery, 
Printing,  one 
Stamps. 

Advertising 

Newspapers 

- 

5th  Jan..  1826 

» 1827  I British  1 

,,  1828  \ Currency.  J 

£.  s.  d. 
18,668  4 10 

10,729  4 34 

£.  s.  d. 
6,154  19  llj 
5,371  1 9 
5,218  12  9} 

£.  s.  d. 
6,054  14  94 
6,717  16  74 
8,51719  04 

£■  s.  i. 
1,332  10  4 
1,598  12  34 
8S0  18  2 

£.  s.  d. 
4,171  18  14 
4,928  6 8 
2,959  6 44 

£■  s.  d. 
149  10  8 
260  4 74 
1,145  12  3 

£.  s.  d. 
269  12  2 
302  8 11 
503  18  7 

£.  S.  d. 

125  15  1 
99  15  9 
229  14  4 

£.  i.  A 
293  12  8 
596  7 5 
225  8 5 

5H121 

23*12* 

A RETURN,  showing,  under  the  usual  Heads,  the  EXPENDITURE  of  the  COMMISSION^ 


IYears  Ending 

Paving. 

Scavenging. 

Lighting, 

Seven. 

Flagging.' 

°3S£“ 

Stationery, 

Printing.nuc 

Stamps. 

Advertising 

and 

Newspapers. 

Law.  S** 

5th  January  1829 
„ 1830 

,,  1831 

,,  1833 

British  I 

Currency. ^ 

£.  t.  d. 
16,388  2 44 
13,992  10  2 
15,621  1 64 
7,418  1 0 
10^817 ,9  4 

£.  s.  d. 
5,476  9 84 
4,457  7 1 
6,767  18  14 
6,556  5 64 
7,639  10  4 

£.  s.  d. 
7,584  18  74 
7,693  5 114 
7,848  3 10 
7,771  8 14 
7,905  16  114 

£.  s.  d. 
2,123  5 10 
1,743  11  0 
2,388  17  04 
1,192  16  104 
2,829  10  54 

£.  s.  d. 
2,701  14  14 
2,904  2 9 
3,542  12  Hi 
1.378  4 10 
1,591  1 5 

£.  s.  d. 
581  9 4 
491  1 04 
189  10  3 
183  111 
156  5 8 

£.  S.  d. 

497  10  C 
390  15  10 
414  7 4 
176  5 10 
260  14  3 

£.  s.  d. 
227  5 6 
122  18  9 
119  2 6 
78  12  2 
132  18  0 

£■  s-  <*-1  £ t,\ 

1,074  12  s|  «' 
240  13  10  ; 3»"‘ 
488  11  10  j 331 1! ' 

660  8 lj  31415  ‘ 
H17  t|  ^ 
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fir  PAVING,  &c.  the  STREETS  of  DUBLIN  for  Five  Years,  ending  5th  January  1825. 


..inns  nayable  by  the  Corporation 

Fit 

... 

Produce  of 
Fields  at 
lslund  Bridge. 

Horses  and 
Scaveuging 
Carts  sold. 

Oil  Casks  sold. 

Miscellaneous 

Receipts. 

Total. 

raviog- 

Cleansing. 

Lighting. 

For  Nuisances, 
&c. 

Lamps  broken 

£.  a.  d. 

£.  a.  d. 

£.  s. 

rt. 

£.  a.  d. 

£.  t.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

50  0 0 

82  17 

21 

21  7 8 

9 13  61 

68  18  7 

93  1 1 

33,241  13  9 

105  7 

7* 

45  4 10 

54  8 7 

21  4 6 

16  1 10 

290  11 

0 

38,101  12  0 

100  0 o 

650  0 0 

52  0 

4 

27  11  8 

34  12  10 

73  8 0 

93  6 

6 

36,354  11  6 

600  0 0 

40  0 0 

66  1 

24 

32  17  9 

U 14  10 

32  19  9 

119  14  0 

4 13 

4 

36,241  4 0 

400  0 0 

20  0 0 

112  19 

21 

31  3 0 

24  7 S 

0 6 0 

100  4 0 

134  2 

0i 

43,137  16  5 

fir  PAVING,  &c.  the  STREETS  of  DUBLIN  for  Three  Years,  ending  5th  January  1828. 


Fines.  : 

Produce  of 
Fields  at  I 
Island  Bridge. 

Deposits  for 
Licences. 

Oil  Casks  sold. 

Miscellaneous 

Receipts. 

Fating. 

Cleansing. 

Lighting. 

For  Nuisances. 
&c. 

Lamps  broken. 

£.  a.  d.  ■ 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s. 

d.  ' 

£.  a.  d. 

£.  a.  d.. 

£■  a.  d.  1 

£■  a.  i. 

£.  s.  d. 

£■  a.  d. 

50  0 0 

147  19 

4 1 

68  5 11 

55  5 0 

69  17  0 

17613  5 

46,023  1G  9 

676  13  5 

36  13  5 

240  8 

4 

20  4 2 

1,341  2 9 

6 12  04 

1,083  14  11* 

50,487  19  3 

434  12  2 

27  13  10 

315  1 

8 

2 0 0 

1,516  3 2 

■ ■ 

676  15  7 

46,320  16  4 

for  PAVING,  &c.  the  STREETS  of  DUBLIN  for  Five  Years,  ending  5th  January  1833. 


1 Compositiouspayalilc  by  the  Corporation 
| of  the  City  of  Dublin. 

Finf-s. 

Fines  upon 

Deposits  for 
Licences. 

Miscellaneous 

Receipts. 

Paring. 

Cleansing. 

Lighting. 

Nuisances,  &c. 

Lamps  broken 

Oil  Casks  sold. 

Total. 

£.  a.  d. 
276  18  5i 

£.  s.  d. 
18  9 2} 

£.  s.  d. 
223  13  74 

£.  a.  d. 
2 7 0 

£.  s.  d. 
6 0 0 

£.  a.  d. 
1,621  1 10 

£.  s.  d. 
1,018  3 0» 

£.  a.  d. 
41,812  9 0 

365  4 74 

18  9 24 

172  12  34 

2 17  6 

312  6 7 

1,580  6 10J 

[109  17  114 

43,357  3 111 

46  3 1 

105  8 64 

1 19  8 

609  18  0J 

1,617  0 G4 

107  9 74 

41,547  19  Oj 

46110  9 

27  13.94 

114  12  G4 

1 2 0 

1,420  5 3 

69  2 94 

36,647  19  9 

415  7 8 

27  13  10 

122  4 44 

1 16  G 

1,498  7 0 

35  19  8 

41,115  8 6 

for  PAVING,  &c.  the  STREETS  of  DUBLIN  for  Five  Years,  ending  5th  January  1825. 


Annuities. 

Salaries. 

Tax 

Refunded. 

Poundage. 

Watering. 

Repayments 
ol'  Deposits. 

Inclosing 

Ground. 

Fountains. 

Miscel- 

laneous, 

and  Forage. 

Factory 

Expenses. 

Total. 

£.  1.  i. 
1.750  0 0 
1,550  0 0 
1,100  0 0 
1,100  0 0 
1.300  0 0 

£.  s.  d. 
5,010  1 44 
4.168  7 9 
4,067  14  9 
4.030  13  5 
4,046  15  8 

£.  s.  d. 
770  9 8 
840  13  10 
743  4 8 
670  9 7 
855  S 7 

£,  s.  d. 

'252  U 11 

190  14  2 
140  3 10 

£.  3.  d. 
13  9 2 
300  0 0 

300  0 0 
150  0 0 

£.  a.  d. 
187  18  24 
148  19  11 
113  9 2 
141  3 5 
219  15  4 

if.  j.  d. 
893  8 4 
1,197  13  11 
1,569  17  8 
1,636  1 10 
1,474  12  7 

2,126  19  9 
2,140  13  14 
2,018  0 5 
1,436  5 8-} 

£.  a.  d. 
38,995  0 4 
37,712  8 S 
31,357  11  G) 
34.295  3 74 
4S.G67  10  G4 

for  PAVING,  &c.  the  STREETS  of  DUBL 

N for  Thn 

e Years,  ending  5th  J 

nuary  1828. 

Annuities. 

Tax 

Refunded. 

Poundage. 

Watering. 

Repayments 
ol' Deposits. 

Inclosing 

Ground. 

Fountains. 

Miscel- 

laneous. 

and  Forage. 

Factory 

Expenses. 

Tcrr.K. 

£-  «*•  £.  a.  d. 

l-s»  0 0 3,815  15  8 
U07  13  10  1,161  2 10 
>■»«  ? 8 13,7«  0 10 

£.  s.  d. 

17  9 7 
43  18  3 

£.  s.  d. 
1,007  15  5 
875  1 G 
906  10  11 

£.  s.  d. 

491  3 10 
333  5 11 

£.  s.  d. 

733  11  9 
798  G 9 

if.  a.  d. 

5 15  0 
357  2 10 
303  17  0 

£.  a.  d. 
2?5  4 1 
367  19  10 
394  17  6 

if.  a.  d. 
950  13  9 
8G1  5 2 
1,335  14  6 

£.  a.  rf. 
1,348  15  1> 
1,169  18  1 
1,031  S 4 

if.  J.  d. 

46,193  10  0 
49,718  3 4J 
40,682  15  7 

A^  ING,  Ac.  the  STREETS  of  DUBLIN  for  Five  Years,  ending  5th  January  1S33. 

Annuities. 

Salaries. 

Tax 

Refunded. 

Poundage. 

Watering. 

Repayments 
of  Depiusits. 

Inclosing 

Ground. 

Fountains. 

laucous. 

Horses  and 

Expenses. 

— 

£■  a.  i. 

1,200  o o 
*•107  13  lo 
29816  5 
830  15  6 
830  15  6 

£■  a.  d. 
4.503  17 ' 8 
1,590  8 8 
4.746  12  5 
4.775  14  4 
4.783  0 8 

£.  a.  d. 
52  18  11 
40  17  C 
36  4 0J 
52  G 7 
56  9 U 

£.  a.  d. 
806  IS  C 
391  6 5 
861  15  2 
722  2 0 
831  10  1 

s.  d. 

1,037  11  11 
1,070  8 4J 
712  10  2 
1,676  19  9 
1,460  2 3 

£.  a.  d. 
859  1 11 
811  17  0 
720  11  34 
066  10  44 
703  12  11 

if.  S.  d. 
143  15  H 

£.  a.  <1. 
456  14  5 
279  0 24 
177  19  7 
313  5 3 
991  16  7 

£.  s.  J. 
557  15  3 
246  5 10 
295  13  1 
311  10  0 
419  5 1 

' • 

if.  s.  d. 
126  IS  0 

£.  a.  d. 
•10,788  5 G 
41,461  0 7 
16.208  6 7 
35.017  4 9 
41,997  7 5 
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133.  The  Income  of  the  Commissioners  is  receivable  from  tlic  following  sources : — 

1.  Compositions  payable  by  the  corporation  of  Dublin. 

2.  The  general  paving  and  lighting  taxes. 

3.  Tiie  watering  tax. 

4.  Taxes  for  “ private  works  chargeable.” 

5.  Fines. 

6.  Sales  of  scavenging  soil. 

7.  Other  sales  and  miscellaneous  receipts. 

1.  Compositions  payable  by  the  city  of  Dublin. 

The  first  of  these  is  the  composition  for  Paving.  We  have  already  noticed  the  Act  of  1780, 
fixing  a composition  of  £1)0  yearly  to  he  paid  by  the  corporation  for  the  pavements'  round 
St.  Stephen’s  Green,  and  the  Act  of  1781,  fixing  the  annual  sum  of  £300  sterling  out  of  the 
revenue  of  the  said  city  arising  by  tolls  and  customs  for  the  animal  expense  of  paving  and 
keeping  in  repair  “certain  parts”  of  the  city. 

The  Acts  of  17SG  and  1809  (20  Geo.  111.  c.  01,  s.  79 ; 47  Coo.  III.  cap.  cix.  s.  49)  recite 
both  the  above  liabilities  of  the  corporation  of  Dublin,  and  charge  that,  body  with  the  tivo 
annual  sums  of  £300  and  £50 ; and  in  consideration  of  such  payments  the  corporation  of 
Dublin  are  thereby  discharged  and  exonerated  from  the  expenses  of  those  pavements. 

These  Acts  do  not  repeat  the  words  of  the  Act  of  1784  relative  to  the  “revenue  of  the 
tolls  and  customs,”  &c.  • • 

About  the  years  1818  or  1819,  the.  corporation  resisted  the  payment,  of  the  various  com- 
positions with  which  the  statutes  had  so  charged  them ; in  the  latter  year  an  .actipn  was 
brought  against  them  for  one  year’s  arrear,  but  they  submitted  to  that  action  so  far  as 
respected  the  compositions  for  pavements,  and  have  since  paid  t he  arrear.  Of  late  they  have 
paid  the  £300  a-year  separately,  alleging  that  the  commissioners  of  Stephen’s  Green  (to 
whom  they  have  made  some  demise  of  their  property  in  that  Green)  are  liable  to  make  good 
the  composition  of  £50  yearly  for  the  pavements  there. 

The  next  composition  is  that  for  Lighting.  Wc  have  referred  to  the  Act  of  1786,  (26  Geo. 
III.  c.  64,  s.  80,)  which  is  followed  by  the  Act  of  1807,  (s.  50.)  fixing  the  annual  sum  of  £20, 
to  be  paid  by  the  treasurer  of  the  city  to  the  treasurer  of  the  commissioners  of  paving  and 
lighting,  in  consideration  of  which  the  corporation  are  exonerated  from  the  expenses  of 
lighting  and  maintaining  several  globes  or  lamps  at.  the  mansion  house,  iliolscl,  and  market 
house. 

The  corporation  of  Dublin  continue  to  pay  this  composition,  though'  not  with  'perfect 
punctuality. 

The  third  composition  is  for  the  general  Cleansing  of  the  city.  It.  appears  by  the  before- 
mentioned  Acts  that  the  cleansing  of  the  streets  and  other  places  of  the  city  had  originally, 
and  up  to  the  year  1784,  been  conducted  under  tlic  corporation  of  Dublin,  and  that  the 
expense,  had  been  defrayed  by  them  out  of  the  revenue  arising  by  the  tolls  and  customs  of 
the  city,  and  that,  upon  an  average  of  10  years,  it  appeared  the.  sum  of  £2,013  had  been 
yearly  applied  by  them  for  that,  purpose,  and  the  Acts  of  1784,  1780,  and  1807,  (s.  51,) 
enacted,  that  the  corporation  of  Dublin  should  pay,  and  continue  to  pay,  to  the  commissioners 
of  paving,  the  annual  sum  of  £2,000  out  of  t he  revenue  of  the  city,  arising  out  of  the  tolls  and 
customs  of  the  city,  by  equal  half-yearly  payments,  on  the  25tli  of  March  and  29th  of  Sep- 
tember, and,  by  the  Act  of  1807,  the  commissioners* were  invested  with  the  same  powers  of 
recovering  this  annual  sum  as  are  thereby  given  them  for  recovering  any  of-  the  rates  or 
assessments  which  may  be  made  under  its  authority. . . 

The  corporation  of  Dublin  from  time  to  time,  and  up  to  and  for  the  year  ended  25th  of 
March  1818,  paid  the  annual  sum  of  £2,000,  as  well  as  the  sums  of  £350  and  £20.  A 
payment  of  £650,  in  the  year  1822,  appears  to  have  been  the  last  made  on.  account  of  this 
demand. 

In  Easter  term  1819,  an  arrear  being  due  to  the  commissioners,  they  commenced  an 
action  in  the  Court  of  King  s Bench,  in  the  name  of  their  secretary,  against  the  treasurer 
of  the  corporation,  (Alderman  Archer,)  for  the  recovery  of  the  arrears  of  the  several 
compositions  then  due.  The  corporation  alleged  that  the  annual  sum  of  £2,000  was 
payable  only  out  of  the  revenue  of  the  city,  “ arising  from  the  tolls  and  customs,”  and  that 
such  revenue  was  unproductive,  and  insufficient  to  pay  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  sum  of 
£2,000,  and  they  proposed  that  the  contmissionefs  should  accept  of  the  arrear  of  the  annual 
sums  ot  £20  and  £350,  without  prejudice -to  any  proceedings  they  should  think  fit  to  adopt 
for  the  recovery  of  the  arrears  of  the  £2,000  per  annum.  The  commissioners,  acceding  to 
the  representation  as  to  the  tolls  aud  customs  of  the  city  being  unproductive,  accepted  this 
proposition. 

In  Easter  term  1821  they  commenced  a new  action.  In  this  the  defendant,  besides 
denying  that  he  owed  the  arrear  of  £6,000,  then  claimed  on  account  of  this  composition, 
pleaded  specially  that,  during  the  three  years  ended  the  25th  of  March  1821,  no  revenue 
arose  to  the  corporation  out  of  the  tolls  and  customs  of  the  city,  whereoutthey  could  have 
paid  to  the  commissioners  the  sum  of  £6,000 ; and  also  another  plea,  stating  that  they  had 
not  received  put.of  the  .tolls  and  custom^  of  .the  city  the  sum  of  £6,000,  or  any  part  thereof 

.In  .December  1821  ,the  commissioners  filed  a bill  in  the  Court  qf  Chancery,  setting  forth 
the  above  facts,  and  praying  a discovery 'in  aid  of  the  action  at  law.  They  stated  that  the 
tolls  were  not  deficient,  as  alleged  by  the  corporation ; that  if  they  were,  such  deficiency  was 
occasioned  by  the  misconduct  of  the  Corporation ; that  the  corporation  had  made  illegal 
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demands  of  tolls  and  customs;  that  they  were  in  receipt  of  various  market-tolls,  &c.,  and 
received  a customary  payment  for  ships  entering  (he  Port  of  Dublin;  and  that  there  were 
divers  ferries  and  a bridge  over  the  Anna  Liffey,  for  which  they  received  certain  payments. 
See.  The  bill  also  alleged  that  the  corporation  had  received  in  every  year  since  17S4,  over 
and  above  the  sum  paid  to  the  commissioners,  an  annual  sum  of  £2,000  at  the  least,  out  of 
which,  if  there  was,  at  the  time*  ol  filing  the  bill,  a deficiency  in  the  lolls  and  customs  received 
within  the  last  three  years,  the  commissioners  were  entitled  to  satisfaction  of  the  arrear. 


The  defendant  (by  demurrer)  objected  to  the  discovery  and  account  ol'  the  surplus  revenue 
received  by  the  coi-poration  in  every  year  since  1784  beyond  the  sums  paid  to  the  commis- 
sioners, alleging  that  such  surplus  was  not  liable  to  the  payment,  of  the  arrears  of  future 
years.  By  nis  answer,  he  denied  that  the  corporation  had,  at.  any  time  subsequently  to  the 
25th  March  1818,  any  funds  whereout  to  discharge  the  arrears  of  the  annual  payment  of 
£2,000,  inasmuch  as  the  expenses  of  collecting  the  tolls  and  customs  had  exceeded  the 
receipts;  he  denied  that  the  deficiency  was  occasioned  by  the  misconduct  of  the  corporation, 
and  said  that,  if  any  illegal  practices  existed,  they  were  wholly  unauthorized  by  the  corpo- 
ration; that  the  tolls  and  customs  collected  since  the  25th  March  1818  were  the  same  as 
existed  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  the  47  Geo.  III.;  that  in  1818  there  was  a 
general  disposition  in  Ireland  to  resist  the  payment  of  tolls  and  customs,  and  that,  since  the 
25th  March  1818,  persons  who  previously  paid  tolls  and  customs  without  opposition,  had 
refused  to  pay  them ; that  the  corporation  had  been  compelled  to  commence  legal  proceed- 
ings to  enforce  payment  of  them,  but  be  did  not  believe  that,  if  the  corporation  had  acted  as 
in  hill  stated,  the  payment  of  the  tolls  would  not  have  been  evaded ; that  the  corporation  and 
their  lessees,  from  time  immemorial,  had  demanded  and  received  tolls  and  customs  on  various 
articles  passing  into  the  city,  and  before  the  same  were  sold,  and  which  articles,  with  the 
rates  of  toll,  he  set  forth  in  a schedule  to  his  answer;  that  the  £2,000  per  annum  was 
payable  out  of  no  other  revenue,  and  that  the  "revenue”  mentioned  in  the  Act  meant  the 


surplus  revenue,  if  any,  arising  out  of  the  receipts,  after  defraying  the  expenses  incurred  in  the 
collection;  that  there  were  divers  markets  in  the  city,  hut  none  held  by  the  corporation,  and 
he  believed  that  the  corporation  had  never  received  any  tolls  or  customs  thereout ; that  for 
all  ships  entering  the  port  of  Dublin  a customary  payment  was  made  to  the  corporation,  but 
he  contended  that  such  customary  payment  was  not  any  part  of  the  revenue  arising  from  tolls 
and  customs  contemplated  by  the  Act.  47  Geo.  III.,  and  thereby  rendered  liable  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  annual  sum  of  £2,000 ; that  these  customary  payments  had  been  received  since 
the  25th  of  March  1818,  and  had  yielded  to  them  some,  hut  not  a considerable  income, 
which  they  applied  to  their  own  use,  and  had  not  paid  over  to  the  commissioners,  and  he  set 
forth  in  a schedule  the  amount  of  this  revenue  since  the  25th  March  1818;  he  admitted  that 
there  were  divers  ferries  in  the  city  over  the  Anna  Liffey,  the  rent  of  which  belonged  to  the 
corporation,  hut  submitted  that  those  rents  formed  no  part  of  the  revenue  arising  from  the  tolls 
and  customs  of  the  city ; that  no  separate  rout  was  paid  to  the  corporation  in  respect  of  the  rent 
of  the  bridge ; and  in  the  schedule  lie  set  forth  the  sums  received  by  the  corporation  in  respect 
of  the  ferries,  (including  the  bridge,)  admitting  that  they  had  not  been  applied  in  payment  of 
the  annual  sum,  but  to  the  use  of  the  corporation,  lie  further  stated  that  the  only  demise 
made  by  the  corporation  of  the  tolls  and  customs  mentioned  in  the  Act,  since  the  25tli  March 
l-L,  was  a demise  of  the  tolls  and  customs  to  Alderman  John  Claudius  Bcresford,  at  such 
^nt,  for  such  term,  and  with  such  view,  as  in  the  answer  mentioned,  but  that  nothing  had 
en  received  in  respect  of  the  demise  since  the  25tli  March  1818. 

the  questions  raised  upon  demurrer  were  argued  before  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  and 
terwards,  on  appeal,  before  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland,  and  the  House  of  Lords,  and 
* ere  finally  disposed  of  on  the  10th  of  May  1827,  the  House  overruling  the  demurrer,  and 
considering  that,  even  admitting  that,  tile  surplus  of  format  years  was  not  applicable  to  the 
pajment  of  arrears  of  future  years,  the  discovery  of  the  revenues  actually  received  in  such 
mater*aI  to  furnish  presumptive  evidence  upon  the  trial  of  the  action. 

Alderman  Archer  put  in  liis  further  answer  in  the  cause,  with  schedules,  on  the  19th  of 
e™y  1828.  He  died  in  September  1830,  and  by  his  death  the  proceedings  abated. 

errnan  James  was  then  appointed  treasurer,  and  a fresh  action  at  law  was  brought 
gainst . him  hi  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  in  which  the  commissioners  claimed  I2i  years’ 
rears  of  tlie  £2,000  per  annum ; the  defendant  put  in  pleas  to  the  same  effect  as  had  been 
? ea  e(i  by  tbe  former  treasurer,  and  the  plaintiff  having  demurred  to  the  special  pleas,  tlie 
murrers  were  argued  in  Hilary  term  1834,  and  overruled  by  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  who 
to  SS  , L uPon  true  construction  of  the  Act,  it  was  a valid  defence  to  the  demand 
nor  1’  .le  ca.se  presented  by  one  of  the  pleas,)  that  " neither  during  the  12£  years, 
ofth  »nie  since,  had  any  revenue  arisen  to  the  corporation  out  of  the  tolls  and  customs 
the  V>X  ^ 3 01'u°  say  (as  the  other  special  plea  put  in)  that,  "before  the  commencement  of 
mined  revenue  of  the  city  mentioned  in  the  Act  ceased,  and  was  wholly  deter- 

the  enr  . continued>  without  this,  that,  during  the  124  years,  or  at  any  time  since,  had 
out  , poratlon>  or  any  person  on  their  behalf;  received  any  sum  of  money  whatsoever  for. 

The  OT  aCC°Unt  °f’ the  Sdd  revenue” 

action  v,0S^S  *^le  var'ous  proceedings  of  the  commissioners,  exclusive  of  those  in  the  last 
tave  sink'  ll araounted  to  £1,609  8s.  5 d.  We  have  not  learned  that  any  further  proceedings 
2 eeU  ta^en  by  the  commissioners  in  prosecution  of  their  demand. 

. . e General  Paving  and  Lighting  Tax.  General  Paving  and 

impolrf • assessmcilt  consists,  according  to  the  Acts,  of  five  different  rates;  three.  L’Sht)nS Tax. 
r according  to  certain  valuations  of  the  yearly  value  of  the  premises  rated ; a fourth; 
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EEGULVTIONS  according  to  a certain  rate,  by  the  square  yard  of  the  ground  in  front;  and  the  fifth, ac. 
cordino-  to  a certain  rate  by  the  yard,  lineal  measure,  of  the  premises  in  front. 

The* rates  assessed  according  to  valuation  are  imposed  upon  private  buildings  situate  within 
the  limits,  as  defined  by  the  Acts.  The  first  of  these  is  a rate,  not  exceeding  in  anyone 
year  4s.  GcZ.  in  the  pound,  of  the  former  currency,  upon  private  buildings,  (except  the  houses 
&c.,  on  the  east,  north,  and  west  sides  of  Rutland-square,  from  No.  1 to  No.  48,  mentioned 
in  the  25  Geo.  III.  c.  43,)  where  they  are  valued  at  a yearly  sum  of  £10  of  the  former 
currency  or  upwards. 

The  second  is  a rate  not  exceeding  3s.  6 d.  in  the  pound,  of  the  former  currency,  upon  such 
buildings,  where  they  are  valued  at  a yearly  sum  less  than  £10  of  the  former  currency. 

The  exception  made  as  to  the  above-mentioned  houses  in  Rutland-square  introduces  a 
third  rate  of  this  class,  which  is  assessed  by  a separate  deed,  in  which  the  tax  is  abated  in  a 
proportion  below  the  first  rate,  with  the  view  of  giving  to  the  inhabitants  of  those  houses  an 
exemption  corresponding  with  that  intended  by  the  25  Geo.  III.  c.  43.  When  the  first  rate 
is  at  the  maximum  of  4s.  Q>d.  in  the  pound,  the  Rutland-square  rate,  for  paving  and  cleaning 
■only,  is  assessed  at  3s.  (late  currency)  in  the  pound. 

These  assessments  are  imposed  according  to  valuations  of  several  descriptions: 

1st.  As  the  buildings  at  the  time  of  the  assessment  shall  he  rated  or  valued  for  the  collec- 
tion of  ministers’  money ; or, — if  not  valued  for  ministers’  money, — 

2dly.  As  the  same  shall  then  he  rated  or  valued  for  the  collection  of  watch  money;  or,— if 
not  valued  for  ministers’  or  watch  money, — 

3dly.  As  the  same  shall  then  he  rated  or  valued  for  the  support  of  the  Workhouse  and 
Foundling  Hospital ; or, — if  not  valued  for  any  of  the  said  purposes, — then, 

4thly.  As  the  same  shall  have  been  valued  by  virtue  of  the  26  Geo.  III.  c.  61,  or  any 
former  Act  in  that  Act  in  that  respect  referred  to ; or, — 

5thly.  As  the  same  shall  have  been  valued  under  the  47  Geo.  III.  cap.  cix.  and  51 
Geo.  III.  cap.  ccxxi. 

The  Act  referred  to  in  the  26  Geo.  III.  c.  57  (ss.  52,  53)  appears  to  be  the  23,  24 Geo. 
III.  c.  57  (ss.  22,  23,  24,  25,  &c.,)  which  again  refers  to  the  13,  14  Geo.  III.  c.  22,  and  gives 
a mode  of  assessment  where  no  valuation  for  watch  money,  or  as  thereinbefore  mentioned, 
had  been  made. 

The  13,  14  Geo.  III.  (ss.  37,  38)  directed  that  the  rates  should  be  made  in  the  proportion 
of  the  rates  then  made  towards  the  support  of  the  watch. 

The  23,  24  Geo.  III.  (s.  25)  directed,  that  five  of  the  commissioners  (thereunder)  should 
appoint  four  persons  “ to  value  the  rent  which  the  houses  were  worth,  if  let  to  a solvent 
tenant.” 

The  26th  Geo.  III.  (ss.  58,  59)  directed,  that  the  commissioners  (thereunder)  should 
nominate  three  persons  conversant  in  building  <fto  value  according  to  the  mode  which  had 
been  usually  pursued  in  valuing  houses  for  ministers’  and  Foundling  Hospital  money,  and  not  to 
the  utmost  rent  they  might  he  let  for;  provided,  that  none  should  he  valued  to  a greater 
extent  than  they  then  might  be  valued  at  for  ministers’  money.”  This  has  been  followed  by 
the  47  Geo.  III.  (s.  3S)  and  54  Geo.  III.  (s.  3)  in  similar  terms. 

Under  these  various  codes,  some  premises  have  been  valued  at  remote  periods,  others 
recently ; some  with  a limit  to  the  valuation,  others  without  any.  The  modes  of  estimating, 
too,  have  been  various,  and  the  old  valuations  are  adopted  without  reference  to  subsequent 
depreciation  or  increase  in  value,  and  in  no  case  open  to  alteration  or  amendment. 

These  assessments  (on  private  buildings)  are  objected  to,  generally,  on  account  of  their 
very  unequal  pressure,  resulting  from  the  nature  of  the  valuations  on  which  they  are  founded. 

It  is  not  necessary  in  this  place  to  dwell  upon  the  impropriety  of  regulating  the  taxation  by 
the  valuation  for  ministers’  money. 

That  standard  was  in  principle  condemned  by  the  legislature, — in  the  Act  5 Geo.  IV.,  br- 
and pers.,  cap.  cxviii.,  “for  the  new  valuation  of  the  houses  in  Dublin,  and  for  the  more  equal 
payment  of  the  local  taxes,” — which  adopted  the  report  of  a committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, in  1S22,  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  subject.  The  committee,  by  that  report,  found, — 

“That  the  valuation  for  ministers’  money  was  in  a great  majority  of  cases  made  at  very 
remote  periods  of  time ; 

“That  the  houses  so  valued  have  in  a variety  of  cases  become  very  much  depreciated  in 
actual  value,  so  as  to  be  no  longer  able  to  contribute  to  the  local  taxation  of  the  city  according 
to  such  original  valuation,  and  that  the  valuation  for  ministers’  money  of  the  houses  more 
recently  built  within  the  city  of  Dublin  is  liable  to  much  abuse ; 

“ And  that  these  evils  were  the  more  pressing,  there  not  having  been  (as  the  report  finds) 
any  power  by  which,  according  to  law,  a valuation  of  any  of  the  houses  for  ministers’  money, 
when  once  made,  could  be  altered  or  amended  without  the  authority  of  Parliament.” 

The  Lord  Lieutenant  was,  therefore,  (on  the  recommendation  of  the  committee,)  empowered 
to  appoint  three  commissioners  for  a new  valuation,  and  several  provisions  were  made  for 
carrying  the  measure  into  effect,  including  the  reconsideration  of  their  valuation  by  the 
commissioners  in  case  of  complaint.  The  commissioners  (s.  18)  were  commanded  to  make 
their  report  (in  the  manner  thereby  directed)  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  to  be  by  him  laid  before 
his  Majesty  and  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  “so  that  from  and  upon  such  report  Parliament 
may  be  enabled  to  make  due  provision  for  the  assessing  of  the  local  taxes  payable  by  the 
occupiers  of  all  such  houses,  according  to  the  respective  annual  value  of  such  houses,  and  as 
justice  shall  require.” 

The  Act  was  passed  on  the  17th  June  1824.  The  commissioners  presented  their  report  on  the 
18th  June  1830,  and  it  was  laid  before  Parliament,  but  nothing  has  since  been  done  upon  it. 
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The  new  valuation  made  by  the  commissioners  will  be  noticed  in  a subsequent  part  of 
this  Report. 

With  respect  to  the  description  of  houses  included  within  the  general  paving  and  lighting 
assessment,  a complaint  was  made  to  us  respecting  the  rating  of  certain  portions  of  “the  Com- 
mercial Buildings”  under  the  following  circumstances The  premises  have  one  front  to 
College  Green,  which  is  rated  to  ministers’  money,  as  one  house,  at  £60  per  annum,  and 
another  front  to  Cope-street,  which  is  so  rated,  as  two  houses,  each  at  £20  per  annum. 
There  are,  besides,  six  buildings,  used  as  mercantile  offices,  the  hall  doors  of  which  open 
into  an  interior  court,  through  which  a thoroughfare  on  foot  is  allowed  by  day,  but  by 
night  the  doors  at  each  end  are  closed.  These  six  buildings  are  assessed  separately  to 
ministers’  money  at  £20  per  annum  each,  and  the  commissioners  of  paving  conceive  they 
are  not  authorized  to  exempt  any  part  so  valued  ; but,  neither  the  paving  nor  lighting  of 
the  interior  court  being  performed  by  the  commissioners,  the  occupiers  considered  them- 
selves aggrieved  in  being  compelled  to  pay  the  tax. 

The  next  rate  contemplated  by  the  Acts  is  a rate  upon  public  buildings  (except  those  used 
as  charitable  establishments,  for  the  purposes  of  religious  worship,  &c.)  within  the  limits  of  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  commissioners,  and  within  the  extent  of  the  pavements,  shingling  or  crravellino-, 
and  the  public  lights,  not  exceeding  Is.  (of  the  late  currency)  by  the  year  for  every  square  yard 
of  the  ground  fronting  to  or  on  the  side  of  such  buildings,  between  them,  or  the  ground 
belonging  to  them,  and  the  centre  of  the  street,  See.;  or,  at  any  quay,  dock,  square,  or  street 
built  upon  one  side  only,  then,  according  to  the  number  of  square  yards  between  each 
building,  and  the  enclosure  of  such  quay,  &c. 

The  commissioners  have  used  a discretionary  power  of  assessing  certain  premises  at  a lower 
rate  by  the  square  yard  than  others. 

The  fifth  is  a rate  upon  all  other  such  warehouses,  stables,  and  out-offices,  not  liable  to 
be  rated  or  assessed  to  ministers’  money,  and  all  dead  walls  and  void  spaces  of  ground 
adjoining  any  street,  &c.,  within  the  limits,  save  as  aforesaid,  not  exceeding  the  rate  of  3s.  (of 
the  late  currency)  for  every  yard  lineal  measure  of  such  warehouse.  See.,  along  the  side  of  such 
street,  & c.,  at  such  respective  rate  or  rates  as  to  the  commissioners  in  their  discretion  shall 
seem  proper. 

The  commissioners  have  availed  themselves  of  this  discretionary  authority  to  divide  this 
rate  into  two— the  one  upon  warehouses,  coachhouses,  stables,  and,  out-offices,  generally,  in  the 
terms  of  the  Act ; the  other  upon  certain  dead  walls  and  void  spaces  of  ground,  the  rates 
and  sums  of  money  mentioned  in  a schedule  annexed  to  their  deed  of  assessment. 

This  mode  of  varying  the  rate  by  way  of  lineal  measure  in  respect  of  each  particular  holding 
was  first  adopted  in  1829,  one  of  the  commissioners  visiting  the  respective  premises,  and  from 
personal  observation  and  consideration  of  t.hc  circumstances  fixing  what  he  deemed  an  equitable 
rate  upon  each.  There  has  not  been  a similar  inspection  since  1829.  But  alterations  have 
been  made,  in  which  the  commissioners  arc  guided  by  the  alteration  in  value  of  the 
premises  from  time  to  time. 


They  are  not  at  all  influenced  by  any  consideration  as  to  the  advantage  the  particular  owner 
maj  derive  from  the  expenditure  of  the  tax  on  the  street,  or  lane ; nor  have  they  at  all  applied 
eir  scretionary  powers  to  the  modification  of  the.  tax  upon  warehouses,  coachhouses,  stables, 
m out-offiees,  nor  considered  the  propriety  of  reducing  the  rate  affecting  such  premises. 

■ .le,°'™e^s  °*  suc*1  premises  complain  particularly  of  this  rate,  and  in  some  cases  have 
in Th  l*6  • ' r^ne  Sr?ulld  °*  complaint  made  is,  that,  such  out.-officcs  are  actually  included 

6 Valu]atl0!1  0 the  principal  promises  or  dwelling-house  to  ministers’  money,  and  that, 
sequently,  the  parties  are  thus  twice  rated  to  this  t.ax  for  the  same  matter.  Another  general 
ad  ? complaint  is,  that  in  the  lanes,  &c.,  where  such  out-offices  are  situate,  no  portion  of 


the  ta\- 1 V,  ***  miuu.  SUCH  uui.-uim.ra  cut:  .inutile,  UU  puruuil  Ol 

I • « been  expended,  for  years  together,  in  any  improvement  benefiting  the.  occupiers, 
they  mP0S!n^  j the  commissioners  first,  come  to  resolutions  declaratory  of  the  rates 
J:JurP?se  *°  evy  f°r  the  ensuing  year,  and  afterwards  execute  a deed  of  assessment. 


amount*  ° ^neia  terms  of  the  Act  54  Geo.  III.,  and  containing  no  specification  of  the 
tionarv  assessed  up01*  particular  premises,  except  in  the  instances  where  they  use  the  discre- 
for  thp  v VOrS  a“ove  desci'ibcd.  We  have  been  furnished  with  a copy  of  the  deed  of  assessment 
In  everv^  ^ommea?‘ng  the  5th  of  January  1833,  which  bears  date  the  10th  of  that  month. 
pavement^T'1106!-  S C^ee<^  restricts  the  assessments  to  premises  “within  the  extent  of  the 
they  oucht’  n tt  ^ 01  orave^n£?>  and  the  public  lights.”  The  commissioners  consider  that 
shin ule  or  ° assess. any  premises  beyond  that  extent,  and  that  they  must  both  “pave, 
but  they  doTt  highway,  and  “erect  public  lights”  there,  in  order  to  authorize  the  tax; 
advantnupo  = ° seem  to  aPPty  this  principle  to  the  lanes,  &c.,  within  the  city  to  which  those 
jn  & . ^ not  extended. 

ifflposedV  r ’ o ^e, assessmcnt  (for  the  year  commencing  the  5th  January  1833) 
order  of  the  R °*  it  \v'  *n  the  Poimd  only  on  the  48  houses  in  Rutland  Square ; but  the 
out  and  °a™  been  for  2s.  9 \d.  in  the  pound,  and  the  actual . assessment  was  made 
The  b 'ied  accordlngly. 

altogether  to  S 0 , PP.  otdng  the  particular  sums  of  money  on  the  respective  premises  is  left 
as  to  the  vahiati  °* 'i8*6  °^ce1'5  (the  inspector  of  taxes,)  who  collects  information,  as  he  can, 
ment,  square  0r  ma<?e’  and  calculates  on  them,  and  upon  measurements,  where  measure- 
The  assessm  lnear’  *s  made  the  ground  of  charge,  the  particular  amounts  to  be  paid, 
“mtenanted  f™  ““'’t60*  to  Motions  (47  Geo.  III.  s.  45)  in  cases  of  tenements  empty 
half  only  of  the  1 * .sPace  not  less  than  six  months  in  any  one  year,  in  which  case  one- 
fates  for  es  ls  payable  ; and  no  house  or  other  place  is  chargeable  for  any  of  the 

Deduces  r?  .two,years’  taxes  at  one  time. 


«.  C.  I 


ai°  made  from  the  assessment  under  two  other  heads,  also;  the  one  for 

M 


MUNICIPAL 

REGULATIONS. 


Rata  by  square 
measure. 


Rate  by  linear 
measure. 


Practice  of  tbe 
Commissioners  in 
imposing  the  Rates. 


Applotting. 


Deductions  and  , 
Exemptions. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


DUBLIN.  86 


REPORT  FROM  COMMISSIONERS  ON 


MUNICIPAL 

REGULATIONS. 


Collection. 


Watering  Tax. 


Special  Assess- 
ments. 


“ items  erroneously  charged  and  discontinued,  and  the  other  for  " tax  discontinued  for  nant 
of  leaal  means  of  recovery.”  The  54  Geo.  III.  exempts  (s.  5)  “any  prison,  sessions-house,  0r 
bridge  ” and  “ any  house  or  building  whatsoever,  so  long  as  the  same  shall  be  used  only  as 
a charitable  establishment,  or  for  the  purposes  of  religious  worship,”  and  (s.  6)  " any  sufficiently 
fenced  or  enclosed  lot  or  plot  of  ground,  being  laid  out  for  the  purpose  of  building  houses 
thereon  in  front  to  any  street  or  public  passage,  and  which  lot  or  plot  has  not  any  building 
erected  thereon,  but  is  actually  in  waste  and  out  of  rise  or  profit.  ’ 

We  send  with  this  Report  a return,  for  the  year  1S32,  of  the  items  discontinued  for  want  o. 
legal  means  of  recovery  ; the  following  are  among  the  grounds  of  exemption 

Stable',  Walls,  Yards,  &c. 

“ New  Chapel  and  Rail-road.” 

" Not  in  a thoroughfare.” 

"No  recovery.” 

"No  entrance.” 

" Passage  closed  up.” 

" Not  admitted.” 

« One  concern  with  No.  30.” 

“ Appurtenant.” 

« Waste.” 

“ Building-ground.” 

“ Built  on.” 

« Two  houses  built  on  this  yard.” 

“ Valued  for  Watch-tax.” 

" New  Houses  valued  for  Watch-tax.” 

" To  value.” 

" Houses  now  valued.” 

" Carrier-yard.” 

" Erroneous.-.’ 

In  the  same  return  are  the  items  discontinued  in  that  year  " from  errors  in  charge;”  among 
the  ground  of  discontinuance,  we  find, 

" Watch  valuation.” 

“ Already  valued.” 

“ Error  in  valuation.” 

" Error  in  measurement.” 

“ Error.” 

" Down.” 

“ Down,  and  to  value.” 

" Reduced.” 

“ Charge  reduced.” 

The  Collection  of  the  fax  is  much  more  efficient  now  than  under  the  commissioners  who 
formed  the  Board  up  to  1827.  The  amounts  returned  as  “insolvent  arrears”  were  formerly 
seldom  less  than  £7,000 ; but  they  now  seldom  exceed  £3,000.  Every  case  of  applica'ionfor 
exemption  from  tax,  whether  on  the  ground  of  insolvency  or  on  any  other  ground,  undergoes 
investigation,  before  an  order  for  exemption  is  made  by  the  Board ; the  inspector  of  taxes 
makes  personal  inspection  for  the  purpose  of  verifying  the  collector’s  returns  of  arrears;  and 
at  the  close  of  every  year  a particular  inquiry  is  instituted  by  one  of  (he  commissioners  as  to 
the  uncollected  arrears  of  the  year  but  one  before ; and  when  negligence  can  be  established 
against  the  collectors,  they  are  charged  with  the  amount  lost  by  iheir  default.  In  a recent 
instance  a collector  was  charged  with  a sum  of  £45  12s.  6 d.,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
board,  might  have  been  collected  by  him  if  he  had  used  due  diligence. 

3.  The  Watering  Tax. 

The  watering-tax  is  a separate  rate  assessed  under  the  54  Geo.  III.,  which  provides  (s.  21) 
that  every  public  building,  dwelling-house,  messuage,  or  tenement,  dead  walls,  arid  void  spaces 
of  ground,  in  any  street  or  public  passage,  “ the  majority  of  the  householders  or  persons  liable 
to  pay  the  public  taxes  of  which  may  make  application  in  writing  to  the  said  commissioners 
to  have  the  same  watered,”  shall  pay  to  the  commissioners  a tax,  to  be  rated  on  all  sucn 
buildings,  &c.  in  proportion  to  their  extent  in  front  to  such  street,  for  the  purpose  of  watering 
the  same,  at  a rate  not  exceeding  7d.  by  the  foot,  running  measure,  in  a street  built  on  bot 
sides,  and  in  a street  built  on  one  side  only  not  exceeding  H.  by  the  foot,  “ to  be  applied  to 
watering  such  street  or  public  passage.”  , 

Under  this  authority  the  commissioners  make  an  assessment  annually,  about  the  month 
August.  On  receiving  requisitions  signed  by  a ma  jority  of  the  inhabitants  of  a street,  • 
they  send  a person  round  to  ascertain  the  authenticity  of  the  signatures;  and,  a'terff,  a 
they  include  the  whole  in  one  deed  of  assessment,  in  which  the  streets,  &c.  built  upon 
sides  are  first  enumerated  and  assessed  at  a certain  rate  per  foot,  and,  next,  those  built  on  o 
side  only.  The  rate  in  1833  was  3d.  per  foot  on  rhe  former  and  6d.  on  the  latter.  The  ^ 
does  not  contain  the  specific  items  charged  on  each  tenement  or  occupier;  which  is  left,  as 
the  general  assessment,  to  the  ascertainment  of  a subordinate  officer. 

4.  Taxes  for  “ Private  Works  Chargeable.”  * 

Special  Assessments  for  several  new  works  are  also  made,  under  the  heads  of  " Sewe 

“ Paving,”  “ Flagging,”  and  “ Enclosing  waste  ground,”  and  are  usually  classed  together  un 
the  denomination  of  " Private  works  chargeable,”  being  charged  upon  particular  propn 
only. 


Houses. 

“ Alms-house.” 

" Hospital.” 

“ Nunnery.” 

“ Charity-school.” 

“ Down.”  “ Dispensary.” 

“ Ruins.” 

" W aste.” 

" Unfinished.” 
tf  Building-ground.” 

" New  and  unfinished.” 

“ New  and  unset.” 

" Not  valued.” 

" No.  109,  part  of  No.  110.” 
" Rebuilt.  To  value.” 

“ Now  part  of  Tan-yard.” 

" Error  in  collection.” 
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The  Acts  provide  that,  the  commissioners,  giving  notice,  may  call  upon  the  proprietors  of 
premises  to  “ compound’  with  them  for  such  works;  and  in  case  the  composition  shall  not  be 
made,  or  the  notice  shall  not  be  attended  to,  the  commissioners  are  empowered  to  execute 
the  works  and  to  defray  the  costs  thereof  out  of  the  funds  arising  under  the  Acts ; and  in 
default  of  repayment,  the  same  shall  remain  a charge  on  the  premises  liable,  into  whose  hands 
soever  they  may  come,  and  be  recoverable  from  the  proprietor  or  occupier  when  the  same  shall 
be  inhabited. 

It  is  enacted,  that  the  expenses  ot  making,  enlarging,  repairing,  or  cleansing  of  sewers,  in 
anv  street,  shall  be  assessed  upon  all  buildings,  public  or  private,  dead  walls  and  void  spaces, 
in  such  street,  according  to  the  extent,  of  them  in  front,  lineal  measure;  and  premises 
benefited  by  means  of  a cross  drain  leading  into  a main  sewer,  are  likewise  made  liable, 
provided  that  the  whole  sum  assessed  for  any  new  sewer  shall  not  exceed  £18  by  the  perch, 
and  that  the  whole  of  any  such  sums  to  be  assessed  shall  not  exceed  the  sums  actually  ex- 
pended by  the  commissioners. 

r The  other  assessments  only  arise  where  the  footways  have  not  yet  been  flagged,  or  the 
carriage  ways  paved  or  shingled  by  the  owners  or  proprietors  thereof,  or  such  void  spaces,  or 
building  plots,  not  being  sufficiently  fenced  or  enclosed. 

The  commissioners  state  that  they  have  felt  embarrassed  as  to  the  construction  to  be  put 
on  the  clauses  directing  that  the  proprietors  should  compound  with  them  for  such  works. 
In  practice  they  consider  it  merely  as  requiring  a notice  to  the  parties  to  apprize  them  of  the 
intentions  of  the  Board,  and  the  charges  they  will  have  to  meet. 

The  usual  course  is  merely  this : the  commissioners  have  an  estimate  of  the  expense  of  the 
work  prepared  by  one  of  their  officers;  and,  having  given  notice  to  the  parties  liable,  submit, 
it  to  the  inspection  of  such  of  them  as  may  attend.  They  do  not  enter  into  a treaty  of  any 
kind  with  the  parties  as  to  the  execution  of  the  work. 

In  the  case  of  making  new  sewers,  they  now  advertise  for  proposals,  and  enter  into  con- 
tracts with  the  lowest  bidder.  In  all  other  cases  they  execute  the  work  by  their  own  workmen. 

The  account  of  the  disbursements  on  account  of  each  particular  " work  chargeable,”  is  not 
kept  separately.  They  are  brought  under  general  heads  of  expenditure;  and,  consequently, 
when  the  assessment  is  to  be  made,  much  seems  to  be  left  to  an  arbitrary  calculation. 

Thus,  for  making  sewers  in  Mayor  Street  and  Commons  Street,  a contract,  was  entered 
into  for  £442  17s.  7 d.  for  G3  perches  13  feet.  at.  £6  18s.  1 Or/,  per  perch  of  16£  feet  in  the 
former,  and  for  £120  5s.  Sri.  for  1G  porches  3 feet  at  £'7  8s.  G d.  per  perch  in  the  latter, 
making  £563  3s.  3d.  The  actual  amount  assessed  was  £*587  4s.  4£i/.,  viz.  on  Mayor  Street 
for  2,035^  feet,  at  4s.  6 ^d.,  £462  4.v.  Ahd. ; on  Commons  Street  for  500  feet,  at  5s.,  £125. 

Some  allowances  were  made  t.o  the  contractor  beyond  the  amount  of  his  contract,  and  the 
commissioners  added  a charge  for  their  own  overseer  at.  4s.  4c/.  a-day,  apportioned  on  each 
work;  these,  and  the  sums  paid  under  the  contract,  amounted  on  Mayor  Street,  to  £463  10s.  5 d., 
and  on  Commons  Street  to  £125  2s.  10c/. 

Again,  for  deepening  the  main  sewer  in  Lower  Gardiner  Street,  the  officer  estimated  the 
probable  expense  of  the  work  at  £162  2s.  8c/.,  viz.  for  800  f.  5i.  at  2s.  per  foot.  The 
actual  expenses  were  returned  at  £159  14s.  7c/.,  exclusively  of  the  overseer’s  wages,  which 
being  added,  the  amount  would  have  exceeded  the  estimate ; and  the  amount  of  the  estimate 
only  was  assessed. 

Again,  lor  paving  in  Harmony  Row  and  Erne  Street,  where  the  pavement  had  been  in 
pan  made  before,  and  some  of  the  proprietors,  consequently,  were  not  liable,  a sum  of 
£40  13s.  7d.  was  assessed.  The  entire  street  was  re-formed  upon  the  occasion,  and  the 
assessment  upon  those  considered  liable  was  made  up  in  the  following  manner : each  pro- 
fn^tor  'vas  charged  lor  so  many  feet  of  black  curb-stone  at  7c/.  per  foot;  for  so  many  square 
of  paving  g_t  2^.  per  yard;  and  for  so  many  square  yards  for  forming  and  shingling 
at  per  yard. 

The  commissioners  pay  for  black  curb-stone  only  4 d.  per  foot;  and  the  additional  3cZ.  was 
a mere  estimated  sum  for  carriage,  and  labour  in  setting  it.  The  other  charges  were  made 
«P  m like  manner.  ° 5 

Deeds  imposing  these  assessments  are  not,  it  appears,  regularly  executed ; and  nothing 
appears  to  have  been  done  in  the  instances  here  noticed  beyond  the  entries  made  by  the  officer 

ib00k'  ent»tled,  “ Assessments  for  Works  chargeable.” 
j e Seneral  fund  of  the  commissioners  usually  sustains  a loss  under  these  assessments, 
charirw 03865  •t^e-  Part‘es  are  ^solvent  and  unable  to  repay  the  expense,  and  where  there  are 
them  3tl  e msbltut‘ons>  °r  other  premises  exempt  by  law,  the  relative  proportions  in  respect  of 
cannot  be  assessed  on  proprietors  of  the  other  premises  in  the  street, 
recoin  °mm’ssi°ners  who  inquired  into  the  management  of  this  Board  in  1825-26, 
ants  • m.en^ea  1 lat  Die  assessment  for  sowers  should  become  a general  tax  on  all  the  inhabit- 
particul  ^resen!i  Diese  local  assessments  press,  occasionally,  with  severity  on  the  owners  of 
pavers  f R^emises  > an(l  if  an  adequate  control  over  the  expenditure  were  vested  in  the  rate 
all  the  s • l C1Jy’  aPPears  to  us  that  the  suggestion  might  be  extended  to  the  removal  of 

The  rn°CIa-  C.  &es  llPon  the  inhabitants  of  particular  streets, 
nuisance.  m,^ls^10.nei's  derive  an  income  also  from  some  miscellaneous  sources,  as  Fines  for 
^dered  to  h u 8 °f  scaven&ing  Manure,  &c.  The  value,  of  the  scavenging  manure  is  con- 
been  nave  , n much  depreciated  since  shingling  was  substituted  for  paving,  which  it  has 

The  e^ige;er%*  since  the  year  i830. 

quence  of . n of  fines  was  suspended  about  three  months  before  our  Inquiry,  in  conse- 
Were  consid  * T*  u M Procee(Hngs  relative  to  the  office  of  secretary,  hereinafter  noticed,  which 

Considerabl  t0  "&Ve  a^ectecl  the  jurisdiction  of  the  commissioners  to  levy  them. 
e sums  are  annually  paid  in  to  the  commissioners  as  deposits. 
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The  occasions  for  making  such  deposits  are,  upon  licences  being  granted  for  the  making  w 
cleansing  of  private  sewers,  for  setting  area  grates,  and  the  like;  erecting  palings  for  building 
and  for  new  flagging  before  particular  houses.  The  officer  makes  an  estimate  on  each  occasion 
of  the  probable  expense,  and  repayments  are  made  for  the  excesses  of  estimates,  the  amounts 
of  which  are  required  to  be  deposited,  over  the  actual  expense. 

134.  The  Expenditure  of  the  Commissioners  may  be  divided  into  two  principal  heads ; viz.the 
Expenditure  on  their  establishment,  and  their 
Expenditure  on  their  works. 

The  expenditure  on  their  Establishment  consists  of 

].  Annuities. 

2.  Salaries  and  allowances. 

3.  Incidental  expenses. 

The  Act  of  1807  provided  certain  Annuities  for  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  then  super- 
seded, and  their  staff  of  officers ; and  it  was  enacted,  “ that  those  yearly  sums  shall  cease  and 
determine,  and  be  no  longer  paid  or  payable  to  any  of  the  said  commissioners,  or  other 
officers  who,  at  any  time,  after  the  passing  of  this  Act,  shall  be  appointed  to  any  office  or 
employment  under  this  Act.,  or  to  any  other  office  or  employment  under  his  Majesty’s 
Government,  the  annual  salary  and  profits  of  which  shall  not  be  less  than  the  annual  sums  by 
this  Act  directed  to  be  paid  to  such  commissioners  and  officers  respectively ;”  and  in  case  they 
should  be  less,  then  it  was  provided,  that  only  so  much  of  the  sums  payable  under  the  Act 
should  cease  as  should  be  equal  to  such  salary  and  profits. 

In  no  instance  has  any  one  of  those  annuitants  been  appointed  to  office  or  employment 
under  the  Act.  Some  of  them  had  served  for  very  short  periods.  In  a single  instance  one  of 
them  was  appointed  to  an  employment  under  Government.  The  results  as  to  the  amount  of 
tax  levied  upon  the  citizens  under  this  clause,  and  still  leviable,  appear  by  the  following  table 


N“,„ 

Former  Office. 

Had  served  in  Office 

Annual 

provided  by 
the  Act. 

Charge  Ceased 

Total 
Payments 
to  J anuary 
1834. 

Annual 
Charge 
still  sub- 

Hugh  Henry  Mitchell  . 
Robert  Alexander,  jun.  . 

Richard  Cane  .... 

William  John  Alexander  . 
Joseph  Mason  Ormsby 
Stephen  Ormsby  . . . 
SirWilliam  Jackson  Homan, 1 

Bart | 

Henry  Gore  Sankey 
Samuel  Greene  ... 

(Senior  Com-' 
l missioner.  J 
Commissioner. 

Commissioner. 

Commissioner. 
Commissioner. 
Commissioner. 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
( Inspector  of 
1 Accounts  . , 

20  years  .... 
12  years  . . . 

7 years  7 months 

7 years  4 months 
3 years  9 months 

8 years  6 months 
8 years  9 months 

22  years  3 months 
16  years  6 months 

£ 

300 

200 

200 

200 

200 

200 

200 

150 

100 

On  death,  2nd  April  1830. 

[ On  appointment  underGo-l 
< vernment,  22nd  February  > 
\ 1824.  J 

On  death,  20th  Aug.  1820. 
On  death,  22nd  Aug.  1821. 

£ 

6,600 

5,200 

3,300 

5,200 

2,600 

5,200 

5,200 

2,100 

2,600 

£ 

200 

200 

200 

200 

100 

Total  .... 

1,750 

Total  . . 

38,000 

900 

Thus  a sum  of  £38,000  in  actual  payments,  and  a continuing  charge  of  £900  a-year,  hare 
been  incurred  for  persons,  few,  if  any,  of  whom  had  any  sort  of  claim ; who,  if  fit  for  official 
duty,  ought  to  have  been  appointed  to  perform  it ; if  unfit,  ought  not  to  have  been  pensioned 
upon  the  citizens. 

With  regard  to  Salaries : 

We  have  to  observe  that  in  no  instance  has  any  saving  been  effected  in  the  amount  oi 
salaries  specified  in  the  Act : the  maximum,  or  sum,  which  the  salary  is  “ not  to  exceed, 
has  always  been  adopted  as  the  standard. 

This  applies  to  all  the  Officers,  who  are  in  the  Appointment  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
including  the  Commissioners  themselves. 

The  Act  directs  (47  Geo.  III.  s.  11,)  that  there  shall  be  paid,  out  of  the  funds  thereby 
arising,  such  yearly  salary  as  the  Lord  Lieutenant  shall  direct,  viz. 

£•  s.  d. 

To  the  first,  or  senior  Commissioner,  not  exceeding  600  0 0 
To  each  of  the.  other  Commissioners  - - - \ 500  0 0 

Not  exceeding  £500  j 500  0 0 


Salaries. 


Of  Officers  to  be 
appointed  by  the 
Lord  Lieutenant. 


The  14th  section 
following  officers : 


£1,600  0 0 

gives  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  power  to  appoint  and  remove  at  will  tw 

At  a yearly  salary  not  exceeding 

£ s.  d. 


1.  The  Supervisor  of  Works  for  the  north  side  of  the 

river  Liffey  - 400  0 0 

2.  Ditto  south  ditto 400  0 0 

3.  The  Secretary;  the  salary  of  this  officer  was  in- 

creased by  the  54  Geo.  III.  from  a sum  not 

exceeding  £200  to  a sum  not  exceeding  - - 300  0 0 

4.  The  Treasurer  (who  shall  also  be  accountant  and 

comptroller  of  the  taxes)  ....  500  0 0 


£1,600  0 0 
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The  total  annual  charge  on  the  inhabitants,  thus  placed  in  the  power  of  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, amounts  to  the  sum  of  £3,200 ; and  that  amount  has  regularly  been  levied  in  every 
year  since  the  passing  of  the  Acts,  except  where  officers  were  under  suspension  J 

One  of  the  officers,  Mr.  George  Taylor,  supervisor  of  the  south  side,  was  under  suspension 
for  four  years. 

During  this  period  the  business  of  the  office  of  supervisor  for  the  whole  city  -was  performed 
by  a single  supervisor,  with  an  assistant  for  each  side  of  the  city.  As  no  practical  incon- 
venience was  found  to  result  from  that  arrangement,  it  seems  the  salary  of  one  of  those  officers 
might  now  be  spared  to  the  public. 

A serious  misapplication  of  the  funds  has  prevailed  with  respect  to  the  salaries  of  the  offices 
of  secretary  and  treasurer. 

The  Commissioners  of  Inquiry  of  1826  reported  Mr.  William  Little,  the  then  secretary  to 
be  a gentleman  “ much  advanced  in  age,  and  unequal  to  give  any  laborious  attention  to  the 
business  of  the  office;”  they  also  reported  the  incapacity  and  highly  culpable  irregularities  of 
Mr.  Simon  Brigley,  the  clerk  in  the  secretary’s  office. 

They  discovered  many  abuses  in  the  treasurer’s  department,  upon  which  the  then  trea- 
surer, Mr.  James  Hendrick,  on  the  5th  January  1826,  resigned  his  office.  On  the  7th 
the  Commissioners  of  Paving  reported  his  resignation  to  Mr.  Secretary  Goulburn,  and  that, 
as  the  business  of  the  Board  could  not  proceed  without  the  active  duties  of  treasurer,  they  had 
appointed  Mr.  John  Reily,  of  their  establishment,  to  act  until  the  pleasure  of ’the  Lord 
Lieutenant  as  to  the  appointment  of  a treasurer  should  be  reported  to  them.  On  the  12th 
Mr.  Goulburn  wrote  in  reply,  " that  his  Excellency  approved  of  the  temporary  arrangement 
they  had  made  for  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  office.” 

On  the  5th  of  February  1827,  Mr.  Goulburn  addressed  the  Commissioners  of  Paving 
acquainting  them  of  the  removal  of  Major  Taylor  from  the  office  of  commissioner,  « that  Mr! 
Little's  age  and  infirmities  appeared  to  render  him  unfit  for  the  situation  of  secretary,  and 
that  therefore  the  Lord  Lieutenant  had  been  pleased  to  direct  Mr.  Reily  to  take  upon  him 
the  duties  of  that  office  until  the  final  arrangement  should  be  made  with  respect  to  the  Board 
of  Commissioners and  on  the  same  day  Mr.  Reily  was  also  informed  by  letter  as  follows : 
"The  Lord  Lieutenant  has  had  under  his  consideration  the  report  of  Mr.  Hall  and  Mr 
Freeman,  appointed  by  him  to  inquire  into  the  affairs  of  the  Paving  Board:  the  result  of  the 
examination  of  that  Report,  and  of  the  evidence  annexed  to  it,  has  been  to  satisfy  his  Excel- 
lency of  the  propriety  of  your  conduct  in  the  situation  which  you  filled  under  the  Board,  and 
of  the  useful  assistance  which  you  rendered  to  the  gentlemen  appointed  to  inquire  into  its 
proceedings.  With  a view  to  mark  his  Excellency’s  approbation  of  your  conduct,  he  has  given 
directions  to  the  Board  to  appoint  you  to  act  as  their  secretary.” 

On  the  8th  the  Board  ordered,  that  the  foregoing  commands  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  should 
be  carried  into  effect. 

These  proceedings,  were  not,  in  form,  in  compliance  with  the  Act,  which  required  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  to  appoint  or  remove  those  officers  " by  writing  under  hand  and  seal,”  and 
to  direct  the  yearly  sums  to  be  paid  to  them  ,f  by  warrant,  under  hand  and  seal.”  In  sub- 
stance, the  provisions  of  the  Act  have  been  still  more  widely  departed  from.  Mr.  Reily  has 
performed  the  duties  of  secretary,  but  has  been  in  regular  receipt  of  the  salary  of  treasurer, 
7onnCh  salary  ne.ver  was  authorized  to  receive, — exceeding  the  salary  of  secretary  by 
~ ^r‘  kittle  has  not,  from  1827  to  the  present  time,  done  any  duty,  and  has 

received  the  salary  of  secretary,  and  other  emoluments  besides. 

1.  he  duties  of  treasurer  (though  Mr.  Reily  preserves  a superintendence,  which  we  view  as 
i e more  than  nominal)  have  actually  been  performed  by  the  chief  clerk  in  the  treasurer’s 
who  hfs  a salary  of  £90  per  annum. 

ddihonal  allowances  have  been  made  to  Mr.  Little,  and  appear  not  only  unmerited  by 
nice,  but  in  every  view  unwarrantable,  the  statutes  having  enacted  that  the  sums  to  be 
F i °.  cers  s^ould  not  exceed  the  amounts  therein  specified, 
or  these  irregularities  the  commissioners  contend  that  they  are  not  responsible. 
tkena  etter  to  Lord  Francis  Levison  Gower,  (chief  secretary,)  dated  the  27th  July  1S29, 
Gov  S atCC^  • at  “ *n  a verhal  communication  which  the  three  Commissioners  had  with 
the  SW  ^ Was  unclerstood  that  Mr.  Little  should  be  paid  his  salary  until  the  passing  of 
sunn]'’  I ■ lU'c!v^e^  a retired  allowance,  for  him ; and  he  has  been  paid  accordingly  and 
jgoj?  "yj  "p1  .|S  usuai  allowance  of  fuel  and  candles  up  to  this  time and  in  December 
occun’ 1 1 "k  yr  having  heen  put  in  possession  of  the  apartments  in  the  paving  house,  before 
obtain  ^ kittle,  they  added,  “ Under  these  circumstances  Mr.  Little  was  obliged  to 
with  t]1110  v r ,res^en.ce’  ttie  rent  of  which,  amounting  to  £37  lOs.  per  annum,  we  have  paid, 
Mr  I ittTfci  fanct‘on  Mr.  Lamb,  the  chief  secretary  of  Ireland,  who  directed  that 
si, ' i j e s.“ould  enjoy  all  the  emoluments  he  was  previously  entitled  to,  until  the  new  Act 
The  Ph0Vlde  °therwise” 

£500^  en  Say  t^lat  the  public  had  not  suffered  any  loss,  as  Mr.  Reily  (who  was  getting 
secretarv^'Vvf^3^  a-year)  had  not  partaken  of  any  part  of  the  emoluments  of 

of  Gover  and  acte<*  gratuitously  since  his  appointment ; and  they  request  the  sanction 
their  confinuan  *°  t^esPayments  theretofore  made  to  Mr.  Little,  and  submit  the  question  of 

Lieutenant’^*1  ^u.Sust  following.  Lord  Francis  Levison  Gower  signified  the  Lord 
account  a a 'approbation  of  the  payments  theretofore  made  to  Mr.  Little,  and  upon  his 
The  com  ° ■ *r  Leing  continued  until  further  directions.” 
meat  to  th  miss‘oners  Lave  (and  say  they  have  frequently)  called  the  attention  of  Govern- 
e embarrassments  arising  from  the  want  of  legal  appointments  in  their  officers. 
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but  no  remedy  has  been  applied.  Among  other  things,  it  is  directed  by  the  23d  section  of 
the  47  Geo.  II J.  that  summonses  in  certain  cases  should  be  signed  by  the  secretary;  and  the 
commissioners  have  been  advised  that  there  is  a serious  doubt,  whether  proceeding  for 
penalties,  grounded  upon  summonses  to  appear  before  the  commissioners,  are  valid,  from  the 
want  of  the  signature  of  a duly  appointed  secretary.  The  expedient  has  been  proposed,  that 
Mr.  Little  (who  resides  in  Sligo)  should  sign  the  summonses;  but  the  true  remedy  of  makim 
a bona  fide  appointment,  (by  which  £500  a-year  might  be  saved  to  the  public,)  has  notheS 
at  all  suggested. 

An  allowance  has  also  been  made  to  Mr.  Brigley,  in  justification  of  which  the  commis. 
sioners  adduce  a letter  of  Mr.  Gregory,  (under  secretary)  addressed  to  them  on  the  ‘23d 
November  1830,  in  which  he  says  “ with  reference  to  your  Report  of  the  15th  instant,  1 am 
to  acquaint  you  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s  desire,  that,  his  Grace,  upon  consideration  of  Mr. 
Brgley's  long  services,  and  the  law  not  authorizing  the  granting  him  a superannuation  allow- 
ance,  is  pleased  to  approve  of  your  paying  to  him  out  of  your  funds  a gratuity  of  £200,  and  in 
quarterly  payments,  as  you  propose.” 

The  commissioners  immediately  ordered  the  first,  instalment,  and  have  since  paid  the  entire. 
It  is  not  easy  to  appreciate  the  distinction  taken  here  between  what  the  law  would  not  author®, 
and  what  the  Lord  Lieutenant  did  authorize ; the  gratuity  and  the  superannuation  allowance 


appear  equally  objectionable. 

The  sums  already  paid  under  these  proceedings,  amount  as  follows  : 

£ «.  d. 

1.  Excess  of  £200  a-year,  paid  to  Mr.  Reily  as  acting  treasurer, 

when  in  reality  he  was  acting  secretary,  seven  years  from 

1827  to  1834  --------  1,400  0 0 

2.  Salary  of  £300  a-year  Irish  paid  to  Mr.  Little,  who  did  not 

perform  any  duty,  ditto  -------  2,100  0 0 


£3,500  0 0 

Present  currency  - - 3,230  15  4} 

3.  Allowances  to  Mr.  Little  beyond  his  salary  - 240  12  6 

4.  Allowance  to  Mr.  Brigley  ------  200  0 0 


Total  - - - £3,671  7 10} 


The  Commissioners  of  Inquiry  who  reported  in  1826,  proposed  “ that  the  office  of 
treasurer  should  be  abolished  altogether,  and  a person  appointed  merely  for  the  receipt 
and  payment  of  money,  called  the  pay  clerk.”  On  the  supposal  of  an  Act  of  Parliament 
being  necessary,  or  of  a bill  having  been  brought  in  lor  the  purpose,  no  change  has  since 
been  made ; hut  it  is  obvious,  that  the  recommendation  could  have  been  effected  simply 
by  appointing  the  clerk  who  does  the  business  of  pay  clerk,  to  he  the  treasurer,  and  at  his 
existing  salary. 

We  next  come  to  those  Officers  and  servants  who  are  in  the  Appointment  of  the  commis- 
sioners ; they  are, 

1.  The  collectors. 

2.  Other  officers  or  servants. 

1.  As  to  the  collectors,  it  is  provided  that  the  commissioners  may  appoint  not  less  than 
four,  nor  more  than  eight,  for  collecting  the  taxes  thereby  imposed,  and  pay  them  such  sum  or 
sums  of  money  as  the  said  commissioners  shall  think  proper,  " not  exceeding  at  the  rata  of 
6 d.  in  the  pound  on  the  sums  which  shall  be  collected  by  such  collectors  respectively  under 
the  authority  of  this  Act,  as  and  for  their  full  salary  aud  remuneration  for  the  business  of  their 
said  offices  respectively." 

The  commissioners  have  observed  this  clause  so  far  as  related  to  the  collectors’  poundage 
upon  the  general  paving  and  lighting  assessment;  but  on  the  other  assessments,  viz.  those 
for  watering,  for  sewers,  and  other  “ works  chargeable,”  we  found  a shilling  in  the  pouudhad 
been  uniformly  allowed ; separate  collectors  also,  over  and  above  the  eight  collectors  of  the 
general  tax,  were  occasionally  appointed. 

The  commissioners,  on  our  pointing  out  this  overcharge,  took  steps  to  prevent  its  recurrence 
in  future. 

Tlie  commissioners  are  further  restricted  as  to  the  remuneration  of  their  other  officers  and 
servants  by  the  47  Geo.  III.,  whereby  it  is  provided  that  they  “ shall  and  may  pay  to  such 
other  officer  or  officers,  servant  or  servants,  so  appointed  or  to  be  appointed  by  them,  or  ts 
such  other  person  or  persons,  not  being  an  officer  or  officers,  servant  or  servants,  of  the  sail 
corporation,  who  shall  be  aiding  or  assisting  in  and  about  the  execution  of  any  part  of  fi® 
Act,  such  reasonable  salary  or  salaries,  allowance  or  allowances,  in  consideration  of  su® 
their  office  or  assistance,  as  the  said  commissioners  shall  judge  reasonable,  not  exceeding  ® 
the  whole  the  sum  of  £2,500  in  any  one  year." 

Although  an  apparent  compliance  with  this  proviso  is  maintained,  yet,  under  the  con- 
struction of  it  adopted  by  the  commissioners  (and  for  which,  upon  statements  made  by 
themselves,  they  have  obtained  some  very  eminent  legal  sanction,)  it  has  failed  to  effect  that 
restraint  upon  their  acts  for  which  we  conceive  it  was  intended.  . , 

In  the  year  1810,  the  excess  of  salaries  and  allowances  to  officers  beyond  the  limit  appointed 
by  the  Act  was  found  to  amount  to  £1,921  12s.  3 d.,  and  an  objection  to  allowing  the  account 
was  made  by  the  Commissioners  of  Imprest  Accounts. 

Tlie  Commissioners  of  Paving  thereupon  stated  a case  for  the  opinion  of  the  Attorn^ 
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General  (Mr.  Saurin.)  They  divided  the  officers  in  question  into  five  classes  described  as 
below,  and  obtained  the  following  opinions  upon  them. 

No.’  1.  Statement. — " Officers  employed  under  the  Commissioners  for  Paving,  &c.  who 
superintend  only,  and  do  not  work  with  their  hands,  of  which  those  officers  who  superintend 
the  granite  pavement,  and  the  making  of  sewers,— are  not  considered  by  them  as  comma- 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Act  limiting  the  salaries  to  £2,500  a-year,  and  likewise  those 
employed  as  informers  of  nuisances,  as  you  will  find  in  sect.  124  of  said  Act,  that  the  Com- 
missioners for  Paving,  & c.  are  authorized  to  pay  them  out  of  the  fines  on  nuisances.” 

Opinion. — “ In  the  return,  No.  1,  a-fe  included  persons  employed  as  informers  of  nuisances, 
"and  persons  employed  for  the  purposes  of  granite  pavement  and  sewers.  It  dues  not  seem  to 
«me  that  either  of  the  descriptions  fall  within  the  15t.h  sect,  of  the  Act.  As  to  the  former  a 
“particular  fund  is  provided  for  their  payment  by  the  Act.  The  latter,  as  I conceive,  are  hired 
“by  the  corporation,  as  a master  mason  or  a master  carpenter  would  be,  in  case  any  work  in 
•■  the  line  of  their  trades  should  require  to  be  executed  on  behalf  of  the  corporation  ; and  though 
“they  would  direct,  and  superintend,  and  employ  others  to  execute  the  manual  labour  of  the  work, 
“it  would  not  follow  that,  they  were  to  be  considered  as  officers  or  servants  of  the  corporation* 
“any  more  than  such  persons  would  be  servants  of  any  other  person  who  should  employ  them  ■ 
“and  if  this  shall  appear  to  the  Commissioners  of  Imprest  Accounts  to  be  the  fact  as  to  these 
“persons  employed  about  the  granite  pavement  and  the  sewers,  I think  they  should  not 
“consider  the  payment  to  them  as  falling  within  the  restriction  of  the  £2,500  mentioned  in 
“the  15th  section  of  the  Act  of  Parliament.” 

With  respect  to  the  inspectors  of  nuisances  this  opinion  seems  erroneous  in  assuming,  from 
the  statement,  that  “ a particular  fund  is  provided  for  their  payment  by  the  Act.” 

By  the  124th  section,  where  the  disposal  of  penalties  is  not  particularly  directed,  the  com- 
missioners may,  if  they  think  proper,  order  the  whole  of  said  penalty,  or  any  part  thereof,  to 
be  paid  to  the  informer ; so  that  the  fines  for  nuisances  do  not  formally  peculiar  fund  for 
payment  of  the  inspectors’  salaries.  The  15th  section,  which  imposes  the  limitation,  makes 
no  distinction  as  to  the  fund  from  which  the  officers’  salaries  are  to  be  drawn ; the 
124th  section  styles  the  inspector  of  nuisances  an  tr  officer;”  and  the  salaries  of  the  inspectors 
seem,  thus,  to  fall  directly  within  the  restrictive  provision  of  the  Act.  But  even  if  there  were 
any  foundation  for  holding  that  sums  of  money  beyond  the  legal  limit  might  be  paid  to  the 
inspectors  of  nuisances  out  of  the  fines  on  nuisances,  the  fact  fails  to  support  the  argument. 
There  is  no  special  allocation  of  the  penalties.  The  whole  amount  levied  is  paid  into  the 
general  fund;  it  falls  far  short  of  the  salaries  of  the  inspectors;  and  besides,  sundry  sums,  on 
account  of  nuisances,  are  paid  to  various  other  persons. 

Thus,  in  the  year  ended  5th  January  1833,  the  facts  stood  thus : 
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Paid  to  inspectors  of  nuisances 
To  sundries  - 
Received  by  fines  for  nuisances 

Leaving  a deficiency  of 


£.  a.  d. 
353  15  6 
35  0 


388  15  10i 
122  4 44 


£266  11  6 


The  sum  of  £35  0s.  4 hd.  is  composed,  for  the  most  part,  of  daily  payments  to  certain 
in  victuals  “ for  assisting  inspectors  of  nuisances,”  and,  therefore,  il  seems  even  question- 
a ,e  , , greater  part  of  the  payments  composing  this  £35  Or.  4hi.  should  not  be 

included  within  the  restrictive  clause. 

iti  respect  to  the  officers  superintending  pavement  and  sewers,  we  conceive,  that  the 
quesuon  is  closed  the  moment  it  is  admitted  t hat  they  " superintend  only,  and  do  not  work 
clau  u t ’ and  that  they  must,  be  held  as  falling  within  the  terms  of  the  restrictive 
_ f6’  if  ^ct  (sect*ons  15  and  53)  has  drawn  the  distinction  between  “ artificers, 
^ men,  labourers,  &c.”  who  do  work  with  their  hands,  and  such  officers, 
ofpavi  ktement. — rr  Persons  who  have  been  employed  as  foremen  of  bodies,  or  squads 
hamle  GUri’  l ot“er  workmen,  commonly  denominated  overseers,  but  who  work  with  their 
and  who  are  only  the  best  labourers  of  their  squads.” 

’ ’ lrt^eiT"ynt- — “ Persons  who  have  been  employed  as  foremen  of  squads  of  sea- 

l i t emseworkwiththt'irh“ids-” 

offippi-c  „ tatei*ient — “ Persons  who  have  been  employed  as  sundries,  and  not  deemed 

uul'-ers  or  servants.  J 

“be  cemshi  / a™  °P™on  that  the  persons  named  in  the  Return,  No.  2,  are  not,  to 
“person  hirdt  ^ ln&  w^n  the  meaning  of  the  15th  clause  of  the  Act  No  doubt  every 
“Act  into  6 t0  ^aVC’  01  as  a scavenger>  may  be  said  to  assist  in  casrying  the  purposes  of  the 
“ scope  of  thXeqUt,°n  ’ an<^.yeb  it  is  plain  that  such  persons  are  not  servants  within  the 
“ration  to  do  -f  aUSei  anch  if  not,  although  some  of  that  description,  being  hired  by  the  corpo- 
“confided  in  fh  W°,  are  useti  to  lead  and  guide  the  rest  as  being  better  workmen,  or  more 
‘'pavino-  estgVr  if  <a0es  not  makR  them  officers,  or  servants,  of  the  corporation,  or  part,  of  the 
“the  corporati1S  ^ut  are  to  be  considered,  however  paid  or  employed,  as  hired  by 

“in  like  man  d°  ^ WOr*i’  anc*  not  as  forming  any  part  of  the  establishment 
“considered  n auc*  *he  same  reasons,  the  persons  in  No.  3 must,  I conceive,  be  so 
" does,  and  m °t  35  servan^s  the  corporation,  but  as  persons  with  whom  the  corporation 
“ The  persons  ’•  C0>fract  to  execute  the  works  of  which  it  has  the  direction. 

“the  return  a + m,^°-  4,  I apprehend,  will  be  found  to  fall  under  the  same  destination,  but 
' 38  t0  them>  is  not  so  explicit.” 
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We  are  not  satisfied  that  the  statement,  that  the  abovementioned  officers  « work  with  th  ' 
hands,”  is  supported  by  the  fact ; and  where  it  is  not,  we  cannot  concur  in  the  conclusion  tlT 
they  are  not  persons  within  the  scope  of  the  clause. 

No.  5.  Statement. — “ Persons  who  have  been  employed  at  lighting,  and  as  the  liohtino 
had  formerly  been  managed  under  a contract,  they  consider  the  lighting  not  to  come  withi° 
the  meaning  of  the  Act,  as  it  is  a part  of  what  was  included  in  the  contract  formerly.” 

Opinion. — “ The  persons  in  No.  5 would  seem  to  me  to  be  within  the  scope  and  meaning 
“ of  the  1 5th  clause  of  the  Act,  and  really  to  be  officers  of  the  corporation  to  superintend  one 
“ branch  of  the  business  submitted  to  its  direction ; and 'I  confess  I do  not  consider  the  reason 
“ assigned  by  the  commissioners,  why  they  should  not  be  so  considered,  as  satisfactory.” 

Notwithstanding  this  opinion,  and  although  the  lighting  is  again  clone  by  contract,  we  find 
the  salary  of  the  inspector  of  lighting  now  charged,  not  as  a salary,  but  under  the  head  of 
" lighting.” 

Under  the  head  of  “ scavenging,”  we  find  payments  accounted  for  to  “ overseers  of  sca- 
venging,” £637  16s. ; this  includes  not  merely  the  salaries  of  the  overseers  of  the  parties 
cleansing  the  streets,  but  also  of  the  overseers  of  depdts  for  manure. 

The  commissioners  maintain  that  every  one  of  the  officers  employed  by  them  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  the  working  of  their  establishment,  and  the  due  execution  of  their  trusts.  At  (he 
same  time  they  admit  that  with  this  establishment  they  could  despatch  double  the  quantity 
of  business. 

In  fact  the  present  establishment  of  the  Paving  Board  is  adequate,  with  the  addition  of  a 
few  clerks,  to  regulate  the  affairs  of  all  the  local  taxes,  if  consolidated  under  the  same 
management. 

The  business  appears  to  be  well  performed,  but  manifestly  at  an  expense  out  of  proportion 
to  the  whole  levy.  The  official  payments  formed  upwards  of  20  per  cent,  of  the  levy  for  the 
year  ended  5th  January  1833. 

The  construction  of  the  Act  thus  adopted  and  acted  on,  in  effect,  frees  the  commissioners 
from  all  restraint ; they  have  not  spared  in  making  their  establishment  numerous  and  com- 
plete ; but  were  the  commissioners  to  act  within  the  strictest  limit  of  the  law,  we  should  still 
confidently  rely  upon  their  securing  to  the  public  a perfectly  effective  and  well  regular 
despatch  of  the  public  business. 

When  occasions  have  arisen  for  remodeling  particular  departments  of  their  establishment 
new  appointments  have  been  made,  but  the  officers  whose  duties  have,  in  effect,  been 
superseded,  instead  of  being  at  once  dispensed  with  as  unnecessary,  have  been  suffered  to 
continue  on  the  establishment,  generally  until  some  charge  has  been  made  against  them, 
upon  which  they  have  been  dismissed. 


The  present  internal  establishment  consists  of  the  following  officers  : 

The  acting  secretary  and  four  clerks  ....  5 

A chief  (or  pay)  clerk,  and  two  other  clerks  in  the  treasurer’s 
office  - 3 

A book-keeper  and  two  clerks  in  his  office  - - - 3 

An  inspector  of  taxes  and  one  clerk  in  his  office  - - 2 


13 

In  May  1827,  the  Commissioners  had  instituted  an  office  of  superintendent  of  stores  for 
more  effectually  controlling  persons  having  charge  of  materials  and  all  other  property,  and 
appointed  Mr.  John  Hitchcock  to  this  office  at  a salary  of  £130  a-year. 

I11  December  1827,  they  resolved  to  establish  the  office  of  book-keeper,  considering  that  an 
improved  and  more  comprehensive  system  of  accounts  should  be  adopted ; and  in  January 
1828,  they  appointed  their  present  book-keeper,  Mr.  Auchinleck,  at  a salary  of  £'^ 
a-year. 

In  August  182b,  they  ordered,  " that  inasmuch  as  the  accounts  of  the  different  stores 
are  now  kept  by  the  book-keeper,  the  Board  consider  those  kept  by  Mr.  Hitchcock  unnecessary, 
and  order  that  they  be  discontinued.” 

In  June  1830,  Mr.  Kearney,  one  of  the  commissioners,  having,  at  the  desire  of  the  other 
commissioners,  visited  one  of  the  depdts,  reported  an  omission  in  Mr.  Hitchcock  to  check  the 
ledger  with  the  tickets  from  the  8th  to  the  14th  of  June,  thouah  visits  were  entered  by  him 
as  having  done  duty  on  the  8th,  9th,  10th,  11th,  12th,  and  14th,°and  that  it  appeared  to  him 
those  visits  were  perfectly  useless,  and  thereupon  the  Board,— adverting  to  the  want  of  effectual 
control,  and,  independently  of  this  view  of  the  subject,  it  appearing  that  the  late  arrange- 
ment of  the  department  of  supervisor  of  works,  upon  Mr.  Taylor’s  restoration,  rendered  the 
supervisors  competent  to  take  upon  them  so  much  of  the  duty  of  the  superintendent  of  stores 
as  relates  to  the  control  of  the  depdts,  “ which  constitutes  all  of  real  importance  appertain0? 
to  him, — “ upon  these  grounds,  as  well  as  with  the  more  important  view  of  effecting  0 
diminution  of  expense,”  they  abolished  the  office  of  superintendent  of  stores,  and  annuM 
Mr.  Hitchcock’s  employment. 

Mr.  Taylor,  who  had  been  under  suspension  from  1825,  had  been  restored  to  the  office  of 
supervisor  in  January  1830. 

Thus,  the  functions  of  the  office  of  superintendent  of  stores  had  been,  in  most  import00* 
respects,  superseded  for  two  years,  and  altogether  unnecessary  for  nearly  half  a year,  be orf 

e commissioners  turned  their  attention  to  effecting  a diminution  of  expense.  . . 

Un  the  l_th  of  August  1828,  the  commissioners  came  to  the  determination  of  appoint'0? 
two  overseers  in  their  store  yard  in  Leeson  Street,  and  named  Mr.  John  Thacker  princi^ 
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at  a salary  of  30s.  per  week,  and  Mr.  William  Condon  assistant,  at  a salary  of  25s.  per 
week. 

In  June,  1830,  a controversy  arose  in  consequence  of  Mr.  Thacker's  having  rejected  certain 
granite  material  sent  in  to  Ins  dep6t  by  a Mr.  Sherrard,  who  had  contracted  with  the  Board 
fur  the  supplying  of  that  article.  Mr.  Thacker  complained  of  the  want  of  a standard,  and  also 
of  the  “ slothful”  manner  of  executing  orders. 

Mr.  Kearney,  one  of  the  Commissioners,  visited  the  store,  and  reported  that  Mr.  Sherrard 
had  delivered  more  materials  than  he  had  orders  for,  and  that  there  were  but  seven  fla°-s  not 
fit  for  service.  He  also,  it  seems,  disapproved  and  struck  out  of  Mr.  Thacker’s  report  the 
word  « slothful,”  and  reported  that  Mr.  Thacker  had  not  totted  his  ledger  from  the  5th  to  the 
14th  of  the  month. 

On  the  18th,  upon  Mr.  Kearney’s  reports,  and  upon  Alderman  Smyth’s  statement,  « that 
an  economical  arrangement  might  be  beneficially  made,  that  would  enable  the  Board  to  have 
the  duty  of  the  dep6t  discharged  by  one  overseer,”  they  annulled  Mr.  Thacker’s  appointment 
and  directed  the  former  assistant-  overseer  to  perform  all  the  duty. 

Thus  two  years  elapsed  before  the  discovery  was  made  that  the  inferior  officer,  at  a lower 
salary,  could  do  all  the  duty.  Mr.  Thacker  states,  that  had  he  been  offered  the  situation,  at 
the  lower  salary,  to  do  the  whole  duty,  he  would  have  accepted  it. 

Although  the  law  places  the  appointment  and  removal  of  the  inferior  officers  in  the  Com- 
missioners, yet,  in  many  instances,  indirectly,  and  sometimes,  directly,  such  officers  are 
nominated  by  Government. 

Under  this  system  of  Government-interference  the  responsibility  of  the  Commissioners  is 
taken  away;  the  nominees  of  the  local  government  necessarily  have  a control  over  the 
Commissioners,  who  are  liable  to  be  called  to  account  just  as  much  for  suppressing  as  for 
creating  an  unnecessary  office  or  salary.  Hence  seems  to  arise  the  system  of  their  suffering 
useless  officers  to  remain  on  their  establishment  until  they  are  fortified  by  a charge  against 
the  individual,  upon  which  they  may  ground  his  dismissal. 

135.  The  following  return  contains  the  representation  of  the  Commissioners  and  their  officers 
of  their  existing  duties  and  employments : — 


A RETURN  of  the  Officers  andServants,  as  well  those  on  Annual  Salaries  as  Weekly  Pay,  upon  the 
Establishment  of  the  Commissioners  for  Paving,  &c.,  showing  the  Emolument  attached  to  their 
respective  offices,  and  the  Duties  performed  by  each. 


Officers  and  Servants. 


Alderman  Richard  Smyth 
Lieut. -Col.  George  Morris] 
Hickman  Kearney,  Esq. 


John  Reily,  Esq. 


j Commissioners  . 


Secretary ; — Salary 
paid  to  Mr.  Little, 
late  Secretary  . 


Clerk,  Secretary’s  Office 


Richard  Landey. 

Hector  M'Millan. 


William  Pigott  . . 
Joha  Reily,  Esq.  . 


r-  a /. 


Ditto 

Acting  Treasurer 


40  0 0 
461  10  9 


Give  daily  attendance ; read  and  consider  all  do- 
cumentary communications ; refer  and  decide  there- 
on : two  always  order  payments  and  draw  drafts  on 
the  Bank  for  the  purpose ; one  examines  weekly 
the  Treasurer's  accounts : first  or  presiding  Commis- 
sioner reads  and  signs  the  minutes  of  the  proceed- 
ings as  framed  and  written  by  the  Secretary,  &c.  &c. 

Attends  the  Board  ut  its  sittings,  and  notes  every 
special  case ; reports  upon  all  questions  of  reference 
incidental  to  the  department ; writes  the  minutes  in 
the  books  kept  for  that  purpose ; writes  also  all  let- 
ters to  Government,  and  such  other  as  are  of  a spe- 
cial nature ; signs  summonses  and  all  other  official 
documents  incidental  to  the  office,  &e. 

Writes  from  the  documents  all  official  letters,  ex- 
cept those  above  alluded  to ; communicates  there- 
from to  the  several  officers  the  orders  of  the  Board 
in  books  kept  for  that  purpose  ; issues  orders  from 
the  same  authority  for  the  incidental  receipt  and 
payment  of  money  by  the  Acting  Treasurer  in  par- 
ticular cases ; and  fills  notices  requiring  the  atten- 
dance of  persons  to  compound  for  private  and  other 
works  chargeable,  &c. 

Keeps  the  diary  and  index,  and  the  papers  regis- 
tered therein,  in  the  order  prescribed  by  existing  re- 
gulations, and  occasionally  assists  in  the  other  busi- 
ness of  the  office. 

Prepares  and  issues  licences,  and  registers  the 
same  in  books  kept  for  that  purpose ; prepares  dockets 
of  balances  of  deposits  preparatory  to  payment ; at- 
tends the  hearing  of  summonses,  and  notes  the  deci- 
sion thereon,  and  keeps  the  index  of  the  minutes ; 
and  also  registers  uffeiice-cases  in  the  book  kept  for 
that  purpose. 

Copies  the  official  letters;  keeps  the  index  to  the 
letter-book,  and  attends  the_Boara-room,  &c. 

Exercises  a general  superintendence,  and,  assisted 
by  the  principal  clerk,  pays  accounts  ordered  for 
payment ; has  the  custody  of  cash-balances  in  hand ; 
directs  the  preparation  of  the  public  accounts  of  the 
establishment;  prepares  the  annual  estimates  and 
statements  connected  with  the  finances ; reports 
upon  all  financial  questions  of  reference,  &c. 
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No.  135. — A RETURN  of  the  Officers  and  Servants,  as  well  those  on  Annual  Salaries  as  Weekly  Pay 
upon  the  Establishment  of  the  Commissioners  for  Paving,  &c. — continued. 


i 


Officers  and  Servants. 


William  Parr  . . 


Michael  J.  Dillon 


David  F.  Thaelcer  . 
William  Auchinleck. 


Clerk, Treasurer’s  Office 


Ditto 

Book-keeper  . . 


Edward  Mitchell 


Samuel  D.  Fleming. 


William  Tassie  . 
George  Taylor  . 


Denis  Kinsella  . 
William  Maguire 


Matthew  Langtry  . 
William  Edwards  . 
Thomas  P.  Thacker 
James  Carty . . , 


. Jsupervisorsof  Works  { 


Clerk  in  Supervisors’ 
Office,  and  Imple- 
ment Storekeeper  . 
Inspector  of  Taxes  . 


Clerk  in  Tax  Office  . 

(Assistants  to  the  Su-f 
pervisors  of  Works.  | 
Collector  of  Fines  . I 


Examines  calculations  of  all  accounts  forwarded  i 
for  payment;  prepares  orders  for  payment  thereof 
by  Commissioners,  and  enters  same'in  the  order, 
book;  assists  to  pay  the  accounts  when  ordered" 
pays  the  workmen  weekly ; writes  the  cash-led®,’ 
and  the  book  for  the  accounts  of  private  works : and 
assists  to  prepare,  and  copies,  tlie  public  annual  ac- 
count ; and  balances  tax-ledgers. 

Keeps  tax-ledgers,  which  he  posts  from  corrected 
abstracts  of  weekly'  collection ; prepares  weekiv 
statement  of  the  progress  of  the  collection  for  the 
Board,  and  assists  iu  the  payments  and  incidental 
business  of  the  office. 

46  16  0 | Assists  in  keeping  the  tax-ledgers  and  other  in 
dental  business  of  the  office. 

150  0 0 J Compares  the  daily  returns  with  those  of  the 
spectors ; checks  the  number  of  labourers,  watchmen, 
horses,  &c.  allowed  under  each  overseer,  and  the 
returns  of  manure  from  the  streets,  with  the  loads  I 
acknowledged  by  the  depot-overseers ; answers  re- 
ferences from  the  Board,  and  compares  the  weekly 
returns  of  stock  of  materials  with  the  abstracts 
furnished  by  tho  first  clerk ; checks  the  calculation' 
of  the  workmen’s  accounts  or  pay-sheets  weekly,  and 
certifies  the  same;  enters  the  general  accounts®  the 
office-ledger  from  the  cash-book  and  journal ; exa- 
mines and  checks  the  several  weekly,  monthly,  and 
other  accounts  sent  to  this  office,  anil  keeps  a ledger 
of  tho  implements. 

Compares  the  daily  returns  of  the  street-overseers 
101  10  Sij  with  those  of  the  depots;  checks  the  materials ac- 
1 knowledged  by  the  former  with  those  charged  by  the 
latter,  and  marks  the  discrepancies  (if  any) ; opens 
new  accounts  weekly  fur  each  depot  and  working 
party;  posts  workmen’s  accounts  from  the  daily | 
returns;  enters  the  horses  employed  by  each  over- 
seer ; compares  their  statement  with  the  return  fur- 
nished by  tlie  superintendent  of  horses;  notes  the 
materials  received  by  street-overseers,  such  as  do 
not  pass  through  any  of  the  depots;  prepares  and 
furnishes  weekly  pay-sheets  of  workmen;  posts  the 
abstract-book,  showing  each  day  the  quantity  of 
materials  received  from  the  various  contractors,  by  I 
which  their  accounts  may  be  checked  at  any  given 
period  in  the  course  of  the  month;  an  abstract  of 
the  materials  applied  by  the  street-overseers  iu  the 
progress  of  the  works,  and  an  abstract  of  the  horses 
employed  in  the  various  departments ; arranges  the 
records  of  the  office,  and  the  daily  returns— about  200 
weekly. 

Measures  on  a map  the  daily  work  of  the  horses, 
and  posts  the  fines  for  short  work  to  the  charge  of 
the  various  horse-contractors  ; keeps  the  accounts  of 
persons  purchasing  manure  ; copies  weekly  the  ac- 
counts of  opeuings  made  iu  the  streets  by  the  gi3 
companies  and  pipe-water  committee;  numbers  the 
ticket-books  supplied  to  the  overseers  of  depots,  and 
calls  over  occasionally  the  monthly  entries  in  the 
journal. 

Prepare  estimates  of  the  annual  expenditure  upon  j 
the  works  in  their  respective  divisions;  report  on 
miscellaneous  references  connected  with  the  works,  j 
occasional  defects  thereof,  improvements  and  altera- 
tions ; regulate  levels  for  pavements,  flagging,  and 
macadamizing;  inspect  and  direct  the  works  of  all 
kinds  in  progress;  control  nuisance-inspectors;  pre- 
pare plans  and  designs  of  public  sewers,  and  speci- 
fications thereof,  together  with  the  expense  incurred 
in  their  construction  when  completed,  preparatory  to 
the  assessment  thereof  upon-  the  persons  chargeable, 
&c. 

Copies  estimates  anil  reports  made  by  the  super- 
visors; has  charge  of  implement  store,  andkeepsan 
account  of  the  receipt  and  delivery  thereof. 

Reports  on  applications  upon  the  subject  of  taxes;! 
prepares  collectors’  books  for  paving  and  bghtrn; 
and  watering  taxes ; examines  -and  controls  weekly 
abstracts  of  collectors’  receipfs,  and  personally  inves- 
tigates all  cases  of  non-collection,  and  the  causes 
thereof,  &c. 

Assists  the  inspector  of  taxes  in  his  duty. 

Assist  the  supervisors  of  works  in  the  general 
tail  of  their  duties.  . ... 

The  duty  of  collecting  fines  is  suspendea  lot  , 
present,  and  this  person  now  acts  as  an  overseer. 
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No  !35. — A RETURN  of  the  Officers  and  Servants,  as  well  those  on  Annual  Salaries  as  Weekly 
Pay,  upon  the  Establishment  of  the  Commissioners  for  Paving,  &c. — continued. 


Officers  and  Servants. 


Ditto  . • 
Sydney  Clendinning. 


George  Clendinning 
Redmond  Foley  . . 

Owen  Cane  . . 


Peter  Dunn  . . 

Robert  M.  White 
Michael  Byrne  . 
Thomas  Scott 
George  Richardson 
James  Grattan  . 

J.  Doherty  . . 

J.  Singleton  . . 

J.  Dunbar  . . 

J.  W.  Birch  . . 


W.  Condon  . . 

Arthur  Torkinton 


Edward  Fitzgerald  . 
William  M'Guinness 


Timothy  Tierney 


Farrell 
Halligan  . 
Thomas  Kelly 

Philip  Barnes 
Janies  Geddes 


William  Smyth  . 

J.  M'Dermott 
W.  Marks  . 

John  Norris  . 

William  Bisgood 
James  Price  . . 
Edward  Owens  . . 
Thomas  M-Kane,  Esq. 

Peter  Warren,  Esq.  . 

John  Pigott  . 

Francis  Salmon 
Robert  Beatty 
George  Fraser 
Caleb  Palmer 
Thomas  Haniga: 

Robert  White 

“-  Stephens  . 

John  Wilson. 


Superintendent  of 
Horses  and  Inspec- 
tor of  Scavenging  . 


Inspector  of  Scavcng- 


Ilousekeeper . 

^Messengers  . . . j 
Hall  Porter  . . 


^Inspectors  of  Nui-  ; 


Overseer  of  Stone- 
yard,  Purdon-street* 


Overseer  of  Pleasant- 
strect  Stoueyard*  . 
Overseer  of  the  depilts 
in  Erne-street  and 
Benson-street* . . 
Overseer  of  the  depot 
on  the  West  Road* 
O-seer  of  Flagging 


Overseer  of  Sewers* 
■Paving  Overseers*  | 


(inspectors  of  mac 
( ailaraiz.ed  streets* 

J 

Overseer  of  manure 
depot, Brunswick-st* 

Overseer  of  manure 
depot,  Black  Pits*  . 

Overseer  of  manure 
depfit,  Marrowbone- 


Overseers  of  Scaven- 
ging-street parties* 


Counsel  to  the  Board 
Law  Agent  . 


Collectors  of  Paving 
’ and  Lighting  Tax 


Collector  of  Watering 


Salaries  and 


73  16  1 
27  13  1 


62  8 
52  0 
67  12 


52  0 
52  0 


Superintends  the  watering  of  the  streets  generally,  | 
the  horses  and  carts  employed  by  the  Board,  and  " 
also  the  cleansing  of  the  streets  on  the  north  side  of 
the  city. 

Attends  to  the  repair  of  all  fountains,  assisted  by 
a turncock,  and  reports  occasional  defects,  to  obtain 
orders  for  their  repair. 

Superintends  the  cleansing  of  the  streets  on  the 
south  side  of  the  city.  Paid  weekly  2 1.  Is.  7d. 

Has  charge  of  the  Corporation  House,  furniture, 
and  other  property;  keeps  them  clean,  and  lights  the 
office-fires,  &c. 


Attends  the  hall,  and  directs  the  public  to  the 
different  offices  during  the  day ; receives  documents 
for  the  Board  before  and  after  official  hours,  and  has 
charge  of  the  outward  gates,  Paid  15s.  weekly. 

Takes  care  of  the  fountains  under  the  inspector. 
Paid  weekly  9s.  3 d. 

See  printed  instructions.  The  situation  of  in- 
spector of  lighting  having  been  abolished,  the  nui- 
sance-inspectors attend  to  the  lighting  of  the  public 
lamps  each  night  alternately.  Paid  weekly  20s.  each. 


Paid  weekly  15s. 

Measures  and  inspects  granite  flags  and  paving- 
stones;  keeps  store-ledger;  fills  receipts  for  mate- 
rials received  and  delivered;  attends  to  the  weighing- 
machine,  and  makes  daily  returns  of  the  yard  trans- 
actions, Paid  weekly  26s. 

The  like  duties  as  the  overseer  of  Purdon-street 
stone-yard.  Paid  weekly  25s. 

The  like,  and  the  receipt  and  delivery  of  manure. 
Paid  weekly  24s. 

Paid  weekly  20s. 

Acts  in  the  repair  and  execution  of  new  footways, 
as  directed  by  the  supervisors ; keeps  the  workmen 
employed ; measures  flags ; gives  receipts  for  them, 
and  makes  daily  returns  in  the  form  prescribed.  Paid 
weekly  26s. 

Makes  private  and  public  sewers,  cross-drains,  &c. 
and  makes  daily  returns  of  the  work  executed,  and  of 
the  party  employed  under  him.  Paid  weekly  21s. 

Superintend  their  respective  parties,  and  have  the 
pavements  executed  as  directed  by  the  supervisors, 
and  mabu  daily  returns  of  the  form  now  in  use. 
Paid  weekly  21s.  each. 

Superintend  workmen  employed  on  macadamized 
streets ; give  receipts  for  materials,  and  muke  daily 
returns.  Paid  weekly  12s.  each. 

Paid  weekly  10s. 

Superintend  the  receipt  and  delivery  of  manure ; 
’make  daily  returns  thereof  and  workmen  employed, 
&c.  Paid  weekly  20s.  each. 

Each  has  charge  of  a party  of  scavengers  located 
in  their  respective  divisions,  anil  carts,  and  make 
daily  returns  of  their  progress.  Paid  weekly  20*. 


Gives  advice  when  consulted,  and  is  paid  fees  upon 
the  questions  he  is  consulted  upon. 

Prepares  contracts  and  appointments,  and  executes 
the  general  business  of  law  agency. 

Collect  paving  and  lighting  tax,  and  the  assess- 
ment for  works  chargeable. 


Collects  the  watering  assessment. 


tested  in  »i,.  i , , , ’3  01  the  three  commissioners,  the  secretary,  the  treasurer,  anu  tne  1 

all oiher  or  • i ■ lie“tcnant,  by  the  statute  47  Geo.  III.  c.  109,  s.  14.  The  Commissioners  are  empowered  to  appoint 
* The  Pmnien0r  °®cers  an<l  servants,  under  the  15th  section  of  the  same  Act. 

Fane  ^ f,0?"16™  thus  marked  are  not  considered  as  coming  within  the  moaning  of  either  of  the  sections  quoted, 
aadffieirnav-  morei“  the  character  of  artizans  or  operatives  of  an  higher  class  than  those  engaged  in  manual  labour, 
re  called.’’  * U accorc*‘ng'y  included  in  the  general  mass  of  workmen’s  wages  instead  of  the  salaries  of  officers  properly 
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REPORT  FROM  COMMISSIONERS  OF 


REGULATIONS.  136.  The  following  were  the  Incidental  Expenses  of  the  Establishment  for  the  year  ended 
IncidentalExpenses.  5th  January,  1833  : — 

To  informers,  under  the  head  of  nuisances  . . £35  0 4§ 

„ „ lighting  . . 2 4 0 

„ . . . , • £ 37  4 4j 

Stationery,  pnnting,  and  stamps  ....  . 260  14  3 

Advertising  and  newspaper  . . . . . . 132  18  0 

Law  expenses  (100/.,  part  of  this  sum,  is  not  included  in  the  annual 
account,  having  been  paid  “ on  account”  of  law  costs,  and  the  com- 
missioners of  public  accounts  refusing,  it  is  said,  to  allow'  items  so 

paid) 154  17  0 

Corporation  house  .......  . 156  5 8 

Miscellaneous  .....  ..  ..888 

Total  . . £750  7 111 

137.  In  the  following  tables  are  brought  together  the  different  sums  of  money  expended  on 
the  Establishment  and  on  the  Works  in  the  year  ended  5th  January,  1833. 

Tlie  salaries  and  allowances  to  officers,  which  the  Commissioners  return  under  other  heads 

are  here  brought  together  in  No.  1 ; and  that,  table  shows  that  a saving  exceeding  3,000/.  a 
year  might  have  been  effected — by  appointing  the  annuitants  to  active  employments by  dis- 

pensing with  the  unnecessary  offices  of  treasurer  and  of  a second  supervisor  of  works — and  by 
confining  the  salaries  and  allowances  made  to  officers  appointed  by  the  commissioners  within 
the  strict  letter  of  the  clauses  limiting  their  powers  in  that  respect. 

No.  1. — Expenditure  on  the  Establishment. 


1st.  Fur  Annuities 

2dly.  For  Salaries  and  Allowances: — 

To  Officers  appointed  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant: — 

The  Three  Commissioners 

The  Secretary 

The  Treasurer 

The  Two  Supervisors  of  Works 

To  Officers  appointed  by  the  Commissioners ; — 

To  Collectors : — 

At  G d.  in  the  Pound  on  the  general  Paving  and  Lighting  Tax  . . 

At  Is.  0 d.  in  the  Pound  on  Special  Assessments : viz. 

On  Assessments  for  Watering 

,,  Sewers 


„ Flagging 

„ Enclosing  ...... 

To  other  Officers  and  Servants,  whose  Salaries  and  Allow-]  i 
ances  are  returned  by  the  Commissioners  under  the  head  l I f 

of  Salaries j 

To  other  Officers  and  Servants  whose  Salaries  and  Allow-  1 
ances  are  returned  under  other  heads:  viz. — 

Inspector  of  Lighting.  . . . £99  19  51 

Overseers  of  Scavenging  . . . G37  16  0 

Overseers  of  Paving  . . . . 235  6 0 

Overseers  of  Macadamizing  . . 149  14  0 

Overseer  of  Flagging  . ...  67120 

Overseer  of  Sewers  ....  54  12  0 

Inspectors  of  Nuisances  . . . 353  15  6 

Turncock  of  Fountains  ...  24  10  3 

Gratuities  to  Turncock  ...  19  7 0 

Miscellaneous  Gratuities  ...  167  9 6 
Charitable  Allowances  . . . 14  19  9 


1,476  18  5 
27G  18  5 
461  10  9 


3dly.  For  Incidental  Expenses  . 


No.  2. — Expenditure  upon  the  Works. 


Lighting 

Scavenging  . . 

Paving  and  Maca- 
damizing 
Flagging  . 

Sewers 

Ditto — Sundries 
Enclosing  Waste 
Grounds,  Sc.  . 
Fountains  . . 

WateringtheStreets 
Street  Labels,  See.  . 
Miscellaneous  . 


To  Contractors. 

To  Artificers, 

Labourers,  &c. 

Hire  of  Horses, 
Tuekling,  See. 

Implements  am 
Purchaso  andRo- 
pair  of  Carts. 

(fl)  Rents  of 
Materials.  Depots,  (4)  of 

Repairs  of 
Depfits,  Taxes, 
See. 

£.  s.  rf. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

2,989* *9  0 

2,774*’ 0 9 

-584"  5 5 

!!  00318**4  G 

340**14  8 

2,150  13  11J 

1,370  11  10 

353  15  6 

6,383  4 7 (a)  92  10  0 

68  19  10J 

1,180  ’ 4 OJ 

396  2 10 

67  0 3 

751  3 44 

154  11  8 

570  3 9 .. 

2 6 5 

75  15  3 

51  12  54 

4 14  3 

10  13  1 

792  4 4 

36  12  10 

158  16  0 

2 9 0 

763  io  3 

199  2 7 

(4)300  0 0 

1 6 10 

46  19  11 

18  15  5 

10,068  S 6 

6,477  17  0] 

5,134  18  0 

1,191  0 1 

8.008  14  11  844  3 8 

428  9 
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There  is  an  item,  in  the  expenditure  upon  works,  of  300/.  a year  paid  to  the  corporation  of 
Dublin,  or  its  pipe-water  committee,  for  water  used  for  the  purpose  of  watering  the  streets  • 
which  it  seems  questionable  whether  the  commissioners  ought  to  be  called  upon  to  pay.  We 
have  already  mentioned  the  early  Acts,  enabling  the  commissioners  of  paving  to  erect  foun- 
tains and  conduits  for  the  supply  of  water  for  the  health,  convenience,  and  benefit  of  the 
poor,  and  cleanliness  of  the  city ; and  imposing  on  them  the  duty  of  watering  the  streets  (23 
24  Geo.  Ill- ; 26  Geo.  III.  &c.) ; as  well  as  the  Act  (28  Geo.  III.)  imposing  the  payment  of 
150/.  a year,  for  ever,  upon  the  commissioners  of  paving,  for  water  for  the  fountains  and  con- 
duits. The  Act  of  1807  (s.  6)  also  recited,  that  the  erecting  of  fountains  and  conduits,  for  the 
use  of  the  poor  and  the  public,  must  tend  greatly  to  the  free  intercourse,  health,  accommoda- 
tion, and  safety  of  the  inhabitants ; and  (s.  89)  that  those  before  erected  had  been  found  to 
contribute  greatly  to  the  health,  convenience,  and  benefit  of  the  public,  and  in  particular  of  the 
poor  of  the  city  and  the  cleanliness  of  the  city;  and  it  enacted,  that  the  commissioners 
should  erect  as  many  fountains  or  conduits  for  the  supply  of  water  as  they  should  think 
necessary  ; and  (s.  90)  that  in  like  manner,  and  for  the  same  purposes,  and  in  pursuance  of 
the  spirit  of  the  agreement  specified  in  the  28  Geo.  III.,  the  commissioners  out  of  their  funds 
should  pay  to  the  corporation  of  Dublin  the  sum  of  150/.,  in  one  or  more  payments  in  every 
year,  for  ever ; and  by  s.  94  it  was  enacted,  that  the  commissioners  should  have  full  power 
and  authority,  from  time  to  time,  to  cause  all  or  any  part  of  the  public  streets  to  be  watered  in 
such  manner  as  they  should  appoint,  and,  if  necessary,  to  sink  pumps,  &c. 

The  Act  of  1814  (s.  21)  recites,  that,  the  watering  of  the  streets  have  been  found  of  the 
greatest  utility  and  comfort  to  the  inhabitants  and  passengers ; and  imposes  a tax,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  watering,  upon  the  houses,  &c.,  many  street,  &c.  the  majority  of  the  householders,  &c. 
of  which  shall  apply  to  the  commissioners  to  have  the  same  watered. 

After  the  passing  of  the  Act,  an  agreement  was  entered  into  between  the  commissioners  and 
the  pipe-water  committee,  whereby  the  latter  undertook  to  supply  water,  for  watering  the 
streets,  on  receiving  10  per  cent,  upon  the  net  amount  of  watering-tax  collected  in  such  streets 
as  should  be  watered  by  supplies  given  by  them.  This  was  acted  on  up  to  1830,  when  the 
pipe-water  committee  sought  to  obtain  the  like  per-centage  upon  the  produce  of  all  streets, 
as  well  those  watered  by  water  supplied  by  them  as  streets  for  which  a supply  was  obtained 
elsewhere. 


On  the  17th  March,  1831,  they  offered  to  enter  into  an  agreement  for  a supply  of  water  for 
watering  the  streets  for  a term  ol  five  years,  at  350/.  a year,  being  nearly  double  what  had 
been  paid  before. 

Upon  this,  the  commissioners  of  paving  took  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney-General  (Mr. 
Blackburne),  whether,  under  the  89th  and  90th  sections  of  the  47  Geo.  III.,  they  were  not 
entitled  to  obtain  a supply  of  water  for  all  purposes  (including  the  watering  of  the  streets) 
without  any  other  charge  than  the  150/.  per  annum  provided  by  the  90th  section.  But  the 
case  which  they  submitted  did  not  refer  to  the  Acts  of  1784,  1786,  nor  to  the  documents 
which  were  interchanged  between  the  commissioners  and  the  pipe-water  committee  in  1787 
and  1788. 

fhe  opinion  was  adverse  to  the  claim  of  the  commissioners ; but  it  proceeded  upon  an 
assumption,  that  the  practice  of  watering  the  streets  arose  from  and  was  created  by  the  authority 
of  the  47  Geo.  III.  s.  94,  and  that  it  was  not  among  the  purposes  to  which  the  water  was 
applicable  before  the  Acts  28  Geo.  III.  and  47  Geo.  III.  were  passed. 

The  commissioners  have  not  since  apprised  their  counsel  of  those  facts,  and  have  submitted 
to  pay  to  the  pipe-water  committee  an  additional  annual  sum  of  300/.  for  the  supply  of 
water. 


The  Commissioners  of  Inquiry,  who  reported  in  1826,  recommended  the  system  of  contract, 
as  being  the  best  means  by  which  any  public  body  can  carry  on  works,  when  the  due  execution 
ot  them  can  be  insured  by  sufficient  superintendence  and  inspection  ; and  urged  its  adoption, 
particularly  with  respect  to  the  scavenging  of  the  city,  which  they  found  had  been  attended 
with  an  expense  amounting  to  6,000/.  a year. 

, I "ey  recommended  that  the  city  should  be  divided  into  small  districts,  so  as  to  come  within 
re^c^°I  neighbouring  farmers  and  gardeners  undertaking  the  work ; they  also  con- 
S'  ™at  be  necessary  to  separate  the  work  into  two  branches,  viz.,  the  sweeping 

for  both  lemovin£  soil,  and  that  the  same  person  should  not  be  allowed  to  contract 

In  September,  1827,  the  commissioners  of  paving  advertised  for  contracts  for  carting  away 
e street-soil  collected  by  the  sweeping  parties,  in  nineteen-  districts,  into  which  they  divided 
tra  tC'\  *Severa!  ProP°sals  for  particular  lots  were  received ; but  they  entered  into  a con- 
entWof  th  k'  Daniel,  both  for  the  sweeping  and  carting  away  of  the  soil,  for  the 

This  was  a contract  for  five  years,  from  the  5th  April,  1828,  at  4,000/.  a year,  and  continued 
skatTt*1011  0nly  UP  to  fhe  19th  March,  1830,  when  the  commissioners  felt  themselves  neces- 
mai)6  ° USG  -a  Power  fhey  had  reserved,  of  annulling  it,  in  consequence  of  the  unsatisfactory 
In  JF ln  whfoh  the  contract  was  performed  in  some  respects,  and  of  Mr.  Daniel’s  having, 
in  other  respects,  failed  to  perform  it  altogether. 

bare  th  have.conclu<kd,  fr°m  their  experience  in  this  instance,  that  it  is  not  practicable  to 
It  ‘ t Sfrvice  Performed  by  contractors  in  a manner  that  would  be  satisfactory  to  the  public. 
lfWfiu  i observed,  however,  that  the  recommendation  of  the  Commissioners  of  Inquiry  of 
TV  f I 7 n°  means>  had  a fair  trial. 

o al  expenditure  for  the  year  ended  5th  January,  1833,  was  as  follows  : — 
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Salaries  and  official  allowances, 
establishment  . • 

Expenditure  upon  the  works  . 


and  incidental  expenses  of  the 


£ 9,179  12 
. 32,153  12 


Total  expenditure  . . £41 ,333  4 7 


The  present  commissioners,  in  their  mode  of  keeping  their  accounts,  have  included  in  their 
disbursements  since  1S26  sums  under  the  heads  of  “Tax  Refunded”  and  “ Repayments" of 
deposits. 

Those  amounted,  in  the  year  ended  5th  January,  1833,  as  follows  : 

Tax  refunded  . . . • • • • ■ - £ 56  9 11 

Repayments  of  deposits  . • 703  12  11 


Total  repayments 
Total  expenditure 


760  2 10 
41,333  4 7 


Total  disbursements 


£42,093  7 5 


It  appears  that — 

The  average  annual  expenditure  for  five  years,  ended  the.  5tli  J anuary, 

1835,  under  the  former  commissioners,  amounted  to  (in  present 

currency) £35,820  10  1 

The  average  annual  expenditure  for  five  years,  ended  the  5th  January, 

1833,  under  the  present  commissioners,  amounted  to  (after  de- 
ducting “ repayments”)  ...•••  £41,505  2 10£ 

There  being  thus,  in  the  latter  period,  an  average  annual  increase 

of  expenditure  amounting  to  ......  £5,684  12 

The  present  increased  expenditure  is  attributed  by  the  commissioners  to  the  following 
causes: — 1st,  in  part  to  the  growing  extent  of  the  city,  and,  consequently,  of  their  works; 
2dly,  in  part  to  the  adoption  of  the  system  of  making  and  repairing  the  streets  with  broken 
stone  (called  macadamizing)  instead  of  pavement,  by  reason  of  which  the  expenses,  both 
of  making  and  repairing  and  of  cleaning,  are  increased,  and  the  profits  from  the  scavenging 
diminished ; 3dly,  in  part  also  to  a necessity,  as  they  conceive,  for  the  very  expensive  esta- 
blishment they  at  present  maintain. 

The  47  Geo.  III.  s.  27,  directed,  that  the  Commissioners  of  Imprest  Accounts  should, 
once  in  every  year,  examine  and  audit  the  accounts  of  the  Commissioners  of  Paving.  The  books 
of  account  , it  was  directed  (s.  26),  should  contain  distinct  and  separate  accounts,  of  the  produce, 
and  of  each  and  every  distinct  tax,  rate,  and  assessment  hereby  imposed,  or  directed  to  be 
raised,  levied,  or  paid ; and  also  of  the  fines,  forfeitures  and  penalties  received,,  levied,  or  paid  for 
each  and  every  distinct  offence,  thereby  made  liable  to  any  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture  ; and  also 
of  all  fines,  forfeitures  and  penalties  imposed  and  levied  upon  any  person  or  persons  contracting 
with  the  said  Commissioners  for  the  execution  of  any  of  their  works,  by  reason  or  in  consequence 
of  any  breach  of  the  terns,  stipulations,  covenants,  or  clauses,  or  any  of  them,  in  such  contract 
or  contracts  respectively  contained ; and  what  sum  or  sums  (if  any)  shall  have  been  paid  thereout 
respectively  to  any  informer  or  informers,  and  what  part  applied  to  the  purposes  of  this  Act 
respectively ; and  also  particular  accounts  of  all  sums  received  by  any  of  the  officers  or  servants 
of  the  said  Commissioners,  from  any  person  or  persons,  body  or  bodies  politic  or  corporate,  for 
or  in  respect  of  any  licence  granted,  or  work  to  be  done,  or  other  matter  or  thing  whatsoever  in 
anywise  connected  with  the  business  of  the  said  Commissioners,  and  how  the  same  has  been 
applied ; and  the  accounts  (to  be  audited),  it  was  directed  (s.  27,)  should  set  forth  particularly, 
“ under  separate  heads  as  aforesaid,”  a full  and  true  statement  of  all  and  every  their  receipts  and 
expenditures,  and  of  all  arrears,  and  sum  and  sums  of  money  due  to  them  on  any  account  what- 
soever ; and  also  of  all  and  every  sum  and  sums  of  money  due  by  them  on  any  account  whatsoever, 
and  also  of  all  contracts  made  by  them,  and  how  much  of  the  work  had  been  executed  or  not. 

These  directions,  as  to  separate  accounts,  appear  to  us  not  to  have  been  properly  complied 
with. 

The  accounts  have  been  annually  audited,  and  were  published  iu  the  printed  Reports  of  the 
Imprest  Commissioners  up  to  the  year  1832,  when  the  audit  was  transferred  by  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment to  the  Commissioners  for  auditing  accounts  in  Great  Britain ; and  from  that  time  the  Irish 
public  appear  to  have  lost  the  advantage  arising  from  the  annual  publication. 

The  audit  of  the  accounts  by  the  Imprest  Commissioners  appears  not  to  .have  been  effective. 
Great  accuracy  has  been  observed  in  checking  wrong  “ totals”  or  miscastings ; but  the  substan- 
tial abuses  of  the  Board  do  not  appear  to  have  been  brought  to  light  or  controlled  by  any  inves- 
tigation instituted  upon  the  audit.  Disallowances,  indeed,  have  occasionally  been  made;  but  no 
consequences  follow  from  that,  save  that  the  amounts  disallowed  are  carried  on,  upon  paper,  from 
yeartoyear,  as  part  of  a balance  “in  favour  of  the  public.”  We  found  in  the  lastaccount  (1833) 
twelve  items  of  this  description,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  923/.  1 5s.  2d!. ; of  these,  nine  (amount- 
ing to  734/.  I2s.  ll£c/.)  were  of  dates  in  and  previous  to  1815,  and,  as  might  be  expected,  a re 
considered  wholly  unavailable ; three,  only,  exist  in  the  time  of  the  present  Board ; the  first  is 
a sum  of  187/.  7s.  I JcZ.  for  which  a collector  (J.  E.  Knight)  was  a defaulter;  the  Commis- 
sioners sued  his  sureties  and  recovered  only  a portion  of  the  defalcation  ; it  appeared  that  he 
had  collected  money  after  he  was  dismissed,  and  the  sureties  were  held  not  liable  for  money  re- 
ceived  by  him  after  his  dismissal.  The  Commissioners  did  not  advertise  his  dismissal  at  the 
time.  The  other  two  items  were  errors  in  calculation,  and  are  of  extremely  small  amount, 
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8c?.,  and  1 /■  8 s.  5 d-)  ; but  we  mention  them  as  not  the  less  strongly  exemplifying  the  futi- 
lity of  the  audit,  the  one  having  remained  in  the  accounts  from  1826,  and  the  other  from  1828. 
In'  fact,  it  is  complained,  and,  it  seems,  justly,  that,  the  provisions  of  the  52  Geo.  III.  c.  52, 
ss.  38, 39,  have  not  had  their  intended  operation,  that  the  law  should  take  its  course  for  recovery  of 
sums  disallowed  by  the  Imprest  Commissioners,  and  not  allowed,  within  six  months,  by  the  Lord 
Lieutenant. 

Much  dissatisfaction  appears  to  have  prevailed,  also,  on  account  of  the  difficulties  experienced 
by  the  tax-payers  in  obtaining  information  as  to  the  affairs  of  the  Board.  In  1822  the  chief 
secretary  replied  to  an  application  for  permission  to  view  the  accounts,  “ that  it  was  quite  incon- 
sistent with  precedent,  and  most  inconvenient,  in  point  of  practice,  to  authorize  any  person  to  have 
access  to  the  accounts  of  any  public  establishment,  until  after  reported  duly  by  the  Commission- 
ers of  Accounts.”  A subsequent  application  for  accounts  which  had  been  passed  was  also 
evaded.  In  1823  a further  application  to  inspect  accounts  up  to  1820,  having  been  referred 
to  the  Commissioners  of  Accounts,  permission  was  granted ; whereupon,  very  serious  charges  were 
brought  against  the  establishment.  But,  until  the  inquiry  afforded  in  1826,  the  tax-payers 
had  no  means  of  instituting  an  investigation  into  the  affairs  of  the  Board.  Even  that  inquiry, 
and  the  report  upon  it,  although  extremely  copious,  appeared  to  some  defective,  and  further 
charges  were  opened  before  us.  To  us  the  present  Commissioners  of  Paving  afforded,  in  every 
respect,  the  most  ample  information  in  their  power ; but  we  regret  to  have  observed  that,  in  the 
year  1828,  when  they  were  applied  to,  by  a respectable  inhabitant,  for  information  on  the  subject 
of  the  salaries  of  the  establishment,  they  answered,  that  they  did  not  consider  it  expedient  to 
give  the  information  without  receiving  the  commands  of  Government. 

° This  Report  would  have  been  much  extended,  had  we  gone  into  a recapitulation  of  all  that  has 
been  proved  or  complained  of;  but  we  think  that  sufficient  must  appear  from  the  Report  made  in 
1826,  and  what  we  have  above  stated,  to  show  the  necessity  of  giving  to  the  tax-payers  an  effective 
check  and  control  over  the  expenditure  of  their  money.  The  interference  of  the  Government, 
however  well  warranted  while  the  State  contributed  10,000/.  a year  to  the  funds  of  this  esta- 
blishment (as  was  the  case  prior  to  1807),  and  however  useful  at  all  times,  ought  not  so  long 
to  have  been  maintained,  to  the  exclusion  of  those  who  paid  the  tax ; and  it  is  scarcely  con- 
ceivable that  the  public  could  have  sustained  the  losses  which  have  been  incurred,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  secrecy  observed  with  reference  to  the  accounts. 

It  will  be  necessary,  in  subsequent  portions  of  this  Report,  to  observe  upon  the  duties  which 
have  devolved  on  the  Commissioners  of  Paving,  as  Commissioners  for  erecting  Fountains  in  the 
Earl  of  Meath’s  Liberties,  upon  the  regulations  in  existence  for  Rutland  Square,  and  several 
other  separate  portions  of  the  city  and  suburbs. 

Several  local  Acts  have  been  passed  for  regulating  the  supply  of  Gas  Light  to  the  inhabitants ; 
they  are  the  1 Geo.  IV.  cap.  lv.  and  4 Geo.  IV.  cap.  xeix.  for  the  “ Dublin  Gas  Company;”  the 
4 Geo.  IV.  cap.  xxxviii.  and  10  Geo.  IV.  cap.  lii,  for  the  “Hibernian  Gas  Light  Company;” 
and  the  5 Geo.  IV.  cap.  xlii.  for  the  “ Oil  Gas  Campany.” 


138.  The  Term  and  Quarter  Sessions  Grand  Juries  possess  extensive  powers  in  levying  taxes 
on  the  citizens  of  Dublin  for  various  public  objects. 

It  is  now  unnecessary  to  inquire  to  what  extent  or  by  what  authority  the  Term  and  Sessions 
Grand  Juries  of  this  city  were  accustomed  to  impose  taxes  for  public  purposes,  previously  to 
the  enactment  of  the  29  Geo.  II.  c.  14  (a.  d.  1755).  They  did,  before  this  Act  was  passed, 
exercise  such  powers ; but  it  recites,  that  doubts  had  arisen  touching  the  powers  of  the  Grand 
Juries  of  the  county  of  Dublin  and  county  of  the  city  of  Dublin  in  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench 
to  present  money  for  public  uses.  Previous  statutes  had  conferred  on  Grand  Juries  at  “assizes” 
the  power  of  assessing  the  inhabitants  of  their  respective  counties. 

The  statute  29  Geo.  II.  c.  14,  enacts,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Grand  Juries  of  the 
county  of  Dublin  and  county  of  the  city  of  Dublin  respectively,  in  term  time,  to  make  present- 
ments, and  for  the  judges  of  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench  in  open  court  to  confirm  the 
same,  for  the  raising  money  on  the  said  counties  respectively,  for  all  uses  and  purposes  for 
which,  by  any  law  then  subsisting,  the  Grand  Juries  at  assizes  were  empowered  to  make 
presentments  of  money,  and  that  the  presentments  so  made  should  be  under  the  like  powers, 
&c.,  as  to  raising,  levying,  and  duly  applying  and  accounting  for  the  money  presented,  as 
theretofore  used  in  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench,  or,  by  any  law  then  subsisting,  directed  for 
presentments  at  assizes. 

A later  statute,  26  Geo.  III.  c.  40,  regulated  presentments  of  money  in  the  county  of 
the  city  and  the  mode  of  accounting  for  the  public  money,  and  gave  additional  powers  for 
levying  same,  but  was  afterwards,  with  some  exceptions,  repealed;  this  statute  conferred  on 
the  Quarter  Sessions  Grand  Juries  concurrent  authority  with  the  Term  Grand  Juries  to 
make  certain  presentments.  The  6th  section  of  the  29  Geo.  II.  c.  14,  which  abolished  the 
power  of  presenting  money  by  Quarter  Sessions  Grand  Juries,  had  excepted  the  Quarter 
mi?nS  ®ranc^  J uries  of  the  county  of  the  city  of  Dublin. 

lhe  fiscal  powers  of  the  Grand  Juries  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  both  Term  and  Sessions,  are 
n°w  principally  governed  by  the  statutes  33  Geo.  III.  c.  56,  47  Geo.  III.  sess.  2,  cap.  74, 
and  49  Geo.  III.  cap.  20— the  two  latter  are  local  Acts.  Other  statutes,  under  which  the 
wand  Juries  present  certain  sums  in  lieu  of  fees  1o  public  officers,  and  by  which  the  present- 
^or  prisons  are  regulated,  have  been  already  noticed  in  this  Report. 

I ne  county  of  the  city  of  Dublin  has  been  commonly  excepted  from  the  general  Act s relating 
° rand  Juries,  and  seems  impliedly  excepted  from  all  such  Acts  which  only  provide  for  the 
gu  ation  and  proceedings  of  Grand  Jurors  at  assizes,  without  adding  the  words  “presenting 
rf®8*  for  instance,  the  late  important  statute,  3,  4 Will.  IV.  c.  78,  enabling  the  rate- 
Payers  to  act  at  special  sessions. 
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139.  The  power  of  the  Quarter  Sessions  Grand  Jury  to  present  money  was,  by  the  27th  and 
28th  sections  of  the  33  Geo.  III.  c.  56,  limited  to  presentments  for  the  following  purposes,  viz. ; 
1.  For  the  repair  of  injuries  occasioned  by  fire,  or  other  unforeseen  accident,  to  the  gaols  or 
public  prisons  of  the  city  in  the  time  of  vacation,  and  when  it  may  be  necessary  to  make  use  of 
the  public  money  to  repair  such  gaols  or  buildings,  before  any  presenting  Grand  Jury  at 
the  terms  can  assemble  to  make  provision  for  the  same ; in  which  case  the  Sessions  Grand 
Jury  may  cause  valuations  to  be  made  of  the  sum  necessary  to  be  expended  in  the  repair  of 
such  gaols  or  buildings,  and  make  presentments  of  the  sums  necessary  to  complete  such  repair, 
which  sums  the  treasurer  is  directed  to  pay,  provided  he  has  sufficient  money  in  his  hands  for 
that  purpose,  and  provided  such  presentments  shall  be  confirmed  by  the  justices  at  Quarter 
Sessions ; 2,  for  the  building  and  repair  of  the  Sessions-house  ; 3,  for  carrying  and  conveying 
prisoners  to  and  from  trial ; 4,  for  the  crier  and  servants  of  the  Sessions-Court  and  Grand 
Jury ; 5,  for  gaoler,  deputy  gaoler,  and  turnkey ; 6,  for  surgeon,  for  examining  health  of 
prisoners ; 7,  tor  repair,  preservation,  and  necessaries  for  the  gaol  (bread  and  apothecaries’  bill 
excepted).  The  fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh  heads  are  now  provided  for  exclusively  by  the  Term 
Grand  Juries  under  the  Gaol  Acts. 

The  29th  section  of  the  same  statute  (33  Geo.  III.  c.  56)  provides,  that  the  repeal  of  the 
26  Geo.  III.,  thereby  made,  should  not  affect  the  rights  of  the  clerks  of  the  peace  of  the  city 
of  Dublin  to  the  several  presentments  which  the  Sessions  Grand  Jury  were  thereby  authorized 
and  had  been  accustomed  to  make  for  them.  This  is  more  fully  noticed  in  our  account  of  the 
emoluments  of  the  clerks  of  the  peace. 

For  the  purpose  of  conveying  a more  distinct  idea  of  the  jurisdiction  now  exercised  by  the 
Sessions’  Grand  Jury  in  presenting  money  for  public  purposes,  under  the  limitations  above 
imposed  by  the  33  Geo.  III.  we  give  a copy  of  the  presentments  made  by  them  at  Michaelmas 
Sessions,  1833,  and  January  Sessions,  1834. 


Presentments  at  Michaelmas  Sessions,  1833. 

To  a presentment  to  Messrs.  Green  and  Archer,  clerks  of  the  peace, 


being  amount  of  their  fees  on  prisoners  tried  and  convicted,  pursuant 
to  the  49  Geo.  III.  c.  101,  and  1 & 2 Geo.  IV.  c .77  . . . £486  6 1 

To  ditto,  to  same,  pursuant  to  an  Act  passed  31  Geo.  III.  a 11,  s.  1 . 46  3 1 

To  ditto,  to  same,  for  prosecuting  nuisance  presentments,  pursuant  to 

33  Geo.  Ill 18  9 2 

To  ditto,  to  same,  for  drawing  and  entering  presentments,  pursuant  to 
26  Geo.  III.  c.  40,  s.  31,  and  33  Geo.  III.  c.  56,  s.  29  . . . 9 4 7 

To  ditto,  to  high  sheriffs,  their  amount,  fees  on  prisoners  tried  and  con- 
victed, pursuant  to  the  49  Geo.  III.  c.  101,  and  1 & 2 Geo.  IV.  c.  77  109  8 11 
To  ditto,  to  John  Smith,  gaoler  of  Newgate,  for  his  fees  on  like,  pur- 
suant to  like  . . . . . . . . 60  17  11 

To  ditto,  to  John  Ryan,  crier,  for  like,  pursuant  to  like  . . 46  1 8 

To  ditto,  to  same,  for  his  care  and  attention  to  the  duties  of  his  office, 

pursuant  to  the  33d  Geo.  III.  c.  56,  s.  28  12  0 0 

To  ditto,  to  John  Norris,  for  one  quarter’s  salary,  due  this  Sessions, 

pursuant  to  like  Act  (summoner  of  witnesses)  . . , . 20  0 0 

To  ditto,  to  Sarah  Bower,  court-keeper,  25 1.  part  thereof  being  for  one- 
half-year  s salary,  due  this  sessions  ; 9/.  other  part  thereof  for  sta- 
tionery ; and  3 1.  8s.  3d.  for  providing  coals  and  candles,  pursuant 

to  like  37  8 3 

To  ditto,  to  Catherine  Benn,  door-keeper,  for  half-a-year’s  salary,  due 
this  Sessions,  pursuant  to  like  . . . . . 17  10  0 

To  ditto,  to  James  Walker,  door-keeper,  for  the  like,  pursuant  to  like  ! 17  10  0 

To  ditto,  to  Henry  Rooke,  door-keeper,  for  like,  pursuant  to  like  . 17  10  0 

To  ditto,  to  William  Powen,  door-keeper,  for  like,  pursuant  to  like  . 17  10  0 

djtto,  to  Eliza  Vance,  house-keeper  of  the  Sessions- house,  25Z.  for 
half-a-year  s salary,  and  20/.  for  half-a- year’s  allowance  for  providing 
coals  and  candles,  pursuant  to  33  Geo.  III.  c.  56,  s.  28  . . . 45  0 0 

To  ditto,  to  Arthur  N ewill,  city  surveyor,  for  surveys,  reports,  and  pre- 
sentments  of  dangerous  old  houses,  pursuant  to  like,  s.  29  . 12  14  0 

To  ditto,  to  James  Morris,  painter,  for  work  done  in  the  Sessions-court, 

pursuant  to  like  . . . . # _ . 8 19  0 

To  ditto,  to  John  Jackson,  ironmonger,  for  work  done  in  the  Sessions- 
court,  pursuant  to  like  Act 116  4 


Presentments  at  January  Sessions , 1834. 

To  a presentment  to  Messrs.  Green  and  Archer,  clerks  of  the  peace, 
being  amount  of  their  fees  on  prisoners  tried  and  convicted,  pursuant 
to  the  49th  Geo.  III.  and  1 & 2 Geo.  IV.  . . . 

To  ditto,  to  same,  for  one  quarter’s  allowance,  pursuant  to  31  Geo.  III." 

to  same,  prosecuting  nuisance  presentments,  pursuant  to  the 
26  Geo.  III.  and  33  Geo.  III.  . . ... 

To  ditto,  to  same,  for  drawing  and  entering  presentments,  and  attending 
grand  juries,  pursuant  to  33  Geo.  III.  . . . . . 

o same,  to  high  sheriffs,  being  amount  of  their  fees  on  prisoners  tried 
and  convicted,  pursuant  to  49  Geo.  III.  and  1 & 2 Geo  -IV.  . 


492  10  0 
46  3 1 

18  9 2 
9 4 7 
110  16  8 
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To  ditto,  to  John  Smith,  gaoler,  for  his  fees  on  like,  pursuant  to  like  . 

To  ditto,  to  John  Ryan,  crier,  for  his  fees  on  like,  pursuant  to  like 
To  ditto,  for  same,  for  his  care  and  attention  to  the  duties  of  his  office 
To  ditto,  to  John  Norris,  for  one  quarter’s  salary,  due  to  him  this 
Sessions,  pursuant  to  like 

To  ditto,  to  Eliza  Vance,  house-keeper,  for  providing  an  assistant  to 
cleanse  the  Sessions-court,  pursuant  to  like  .... 

To  ditto,  to  Arthur  Neville,  city  surveyor,  for  surveys,  reports,  and  pre- 
sentments of  old  houses,  pursuant  to  like  ..... 

To  ditto,  to  John  Jackson,  for  ironmongery  done  in  the  Sessions-court, 
pursuant  to  like  . . . . 

To  ditto,  to  Gas  Light  Company,  for  lighting  one  lamp  in  the  Sessions- 

court,  pursuant  to  like 

The  quarter  sessions  grand  jury  make  presentments  at  each  sessions,  so  that  many  of  the 
presentments  above  mentioned  are  made  four  times  a year ; some  of  them  varying — such  as  the 
presentments  to  officers  for  fees,  and  for  repairs ; and  others  being  fixed — such  as  salaries.  Those 
which  are  stated  to  be  for  half  a year  are,  of  course,  made  only  at  each  alternate  quarter  ses- 
sions. The  presentments  to  the  clerks  of  the  peace,  sheriffs,  and  inferior  officers,  pursuant  to 
the  49  Geo.  III.  and  1,  2 Geo.  IV.,  are  on  prisoners  convicted.  Before  the  passing  of 
the  7 Geo.  IV.  c.  74,  presentments  were  made  to  these  several  officers  on  acquitted  prisoners, 
(See  ante,  title  “ Town  Clerks,  their  functions  and  emoluments,  &c.,”p.41).  The.  presentment  of 
46/.  Zs.  Id.  to  the  clerks  of  the  peace  is  made  quarterly,  under  the  authority  of  the  31  Geo.  III., 
c.  11,  and  is  expressed  by  that  Act  to  be  in  consequence  of  additional  trouble  imposed  on  those 
officers.  The  presentment  of  9/.  4s.  7 d.  is  also  made  quarterly  to  the  same  officers.  The  present- 
ment for  the  prosecution  of  nuisances  is  made  to  them,  not  as  clerks  of  the  peace,  but  as  law  agents 
of  the  grand  jury  employed  for  that  purpose,  as  already  noticed.  The  presentments  to  the  crier  of 
the  sessions-court  are  also  made  quarterly,  and  the  fees  and  salary  of  this  office  appear  to 
amount  to  about  250/.  per  annum.  We  see  no  adequate  reason  for  the  continuance  of  this  se- 
parate power  of  assessment,  in  the  sessions  grand  juries. 

140.  The  Presentments  of  public  money  made  by  the  Term  Grand  Juries  are  made  either  in  cases 
in  which  they  are  bound  to  present,  and  have  no  power  of  rejection,  or  in  cases  in  which  they 
have  a discretion  either  to  present  or  reject.  In  some  of  the.  first  class  of  cases  they  possess  no 
power  of  regulating  the  amount  of  the  presentments,  while  in  others,  although  they  cannot  re- 
ject the  presentment  altogether*,  they  have  power  to  control  its  amount,  either  by  exerting  their 
vigilance  in  making  provident  contracts,  or  by  making  limited  grants.  The  cases  in  which  they 
have  no  power  to  reject  or  regulate  the  amount  of  the  presentments  are,  grants  to  charitable  in- 
stitutions ; the  payment  of  instalments  of  loans  made  by  government  to  the  board  of  health ; in- 
terest upon  an  advance  of  money  made  by  government  to  the  Commissioners  of  Wide  Sreets  under 
the 47  Geo.  III.  cap.  lxxiv.  (local  act),  hereinafter  noticed ; the  salaries  of  certain  public  officers  ; 
rents  for  the  sites  of  goals  and  prisons ; and  presentments  to  the  clerks  of  the  crown,  and  other 
officers,  in  lieu  of  fees. 

As  to  those  cases  in  which  the  grand  juries  can  exercise  a controlling  power  over  the.  amount, 
though  they  cannot  reject  altogether,  there  are  some  in  which  the  discretion  is  limited  within 
certain  specified  sums.  The  salaries  of  and  allowances  to  several  officers  are  of  this  descrip- 
tion ; and,  in  such  cases,  particularly  as  to  salaries,  the  controlling  power  of  the  grand  jury  is 
very  seldom  exercised,  it  being  usual,  in  such  cases,  to  present  to  the  full  amount  of  their  autho- 
rity. As  to  the  supply  of  necessaries  to  the  gaols  and  prisons  of  the  city,  the  grand  jury  have 
it  in  their  power  to  confer  much  benefit  on  their  fellow  citizens  by  the  exercise  of  a vigilant 
economy.  A strong  opinion,  however,  has  prevailed  amongst  some  of  the  citizens,  that  this 
power  has  not  been  exercised,  in  many  instances,  with  due  regard  to  the  public  interests,  while 
on  the  part  of  the  grand  juries  it  is  alleged,  that  the  contracts  in  these  cases  are  advertised  for  in 
the  public  newspapers,  and  that  the  persons  who  make  the  most  eligible  offers  invariably  ob- 
tain the  supply. 

Much  evidence  was  given  on  this  subject  before,  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  on 
the  local  taxation  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  which  sat.  in  the  year  1823,  and  to  whose  report  we  refer. 

No  evidence  was  laid  before  us  of  any  particular  instances  of  improvident  contracts  made 
by  the  grand  juries  in  reference  to  these  supplies.  The  suspicions  entertained  as  to  the 
partialities  of  the  grand  juries  in  the  exercise  of  their  powers  of  disposing  of  public  money  are, 
probably,  much  exaggerated  by  the  general  distrust  entertained  towards  them  from  their  being 
constituted  in  the  exclusive  manner  we  have  already  described,  and  from  the  secrecy  of  their 
proceedings. 

The  presentments  with  respect  to  which  the  grand  juries  possess  the  power  of  rejection  are 
Publ'^W^  ^1°Se  ^0r  Pu  eposes  of  making  and  repairing  roads  and  bridges,  and  other  such 

roads  repaired  by  the  grand  jury  of  the  city  are  those  situate  within  the  county  of  the 
but  without  the  Circular  Road.  With  the  bridges  over  the  Liffey,  the  grand jurors  have 
C(®ce™>  as  they  are  placed  under  the  superintendence  of  the  Ballast  Board.  The  bridges 
er  e river  Dodder  are  those  for  the  building  and  repairing  of  which  the  term  grand  juries 
-ve  P^r  to  present.  When  the  centre  of  a road  is  the  boundary  between  the  county  of 
c 5 o county  of  the  city,  the  grand  jury  of  the  county  of  the  city  is,  by  the  33  Geo.  111. 
ren  ’ u ^horized  to  appoint  an  overseer  over  their  side  of  such  road,  and  to  present  for  the 
ju]rr  °{.that  side ; and  when  a bridge,  pipe,  or  gullet  is  similarly  circumstanced,  the  city  grand 
same1*  V?rfCfd'  bY  the  same  Act,  to  present  one  half  the  expense  of  making  or  repairing  the 
iurv  ’ ^reasurer  is  in  this  case  directed  not  to  pay  the  money  unless  the  county  grand 

J y present  the  other  moiety  of  the  expense.  The  roads,  for  the  making  and  repairs  of  which 
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the  city  grand  jury  have  to  provide  are  principally  to  the  south  of  the  Liffey,  as  the  county  0f 
the  city  extends  in  that  direction  to  the  Black  Rock,  a distance  of  nearly  five  statute  miles  from 
the  city,  and  there  are  no  turnpike  trusts  in  that  direction. 

The  sums  presented  for  repairing  roads  are  very  considerable.  In  Easter  term,  1834,  the 
amount  presented  for  such  objects  was  2,595 1.  Is.  5 a.  The  sums  are  presented  to  individuals 
appointed  annual  overseers,  to  be  by  them  expended  for  the  purposes  proposed.  Some  of  them 
are  generally  members  of  the  grand  jury.  It  does  not  appear  that  any  advertisements  are 
published  inviting  contracts  for  such  works,  and  the  county  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  as  we  hare 
already  noticed,  is  not  comprised  in  the  late  statute,  3,  4 Will.  IY.  c.  78,  which  contains 
special  provisions  of  great  importance  and  value,  applicable  to  presentments  of  this  nature. 

The  chief  bridges,  on  the  Dodder,  presented  for  hy  the  grand  jury,  are  Donnybrook  Bridtre 
Ball’s  Bridge,  and  Ringsend  Bridge.  A new'  bridge  has  been  recently  erected  at  the  first-named 
place,  and  extensive  alterations  are  in  progress  at  Ball’s  Bridge.  The  erection  of  Donnybrook 
Bridge  has  been  the  subject  of  much  animadversion,  as  well  on  the  grand  jury  as  on  indivi- 
duals connected  with  the  transaction.  The  amount  of  the  first  presentment  for  this  bridge 
was  5,603/.  3j.  Id.  This  presentment  appears  to  have  been  made  at  Easter  term,  1830,  by 
the  grand  jury,  merely  on  plans  and  estimates  furnished  by  the  architects  of  the  corporation, 
Messrs.  Semple  and  Son,  without  any  public  advertisement.  These  architects,  one  of  whom, 
Mr.  John  Semple,  jun.,  was  a sheriff  of  the  city  in  the  subsequent  year  (1831),  considered  the 
contract  as  made  with  them  on  that  occasion,  and  actually  proceeded  with  some  preliminary 
preparations  towards  the  erection  of  the  bridge.  However,  the  overseer's  appointed  to  expend 
the  money  subsequently  advertised  for  proposals,  and  entered  into  a contract  with  a firm  of 
considerable  eminence  for  the  execution  of  the  work  for  5,000/.  There  was  another  estimate 
furnished  on  that  occasion  for  4,500/.,  and  it  was  stated  to  us  by  one  of  the  contractors,  that 
he  heard  the  reason  why  the  person  who  sent  in  that  estimate  did  not  obtain  the  contract  was 
that  he  could  not  refer  to  any  public  work  in  which  he  had  been  engaged.  The  preparations 
made  by  the  Messrs.  Semple  were  taken  advantage  of  by  the  actual  contractors,  who  paid 
Messrs.  Semple  46/.  for  the  materials,  &c.,  prepared  by  them.  But  a very  serious  imputation 
was  made,  in  the  progress  of  our  inquiry,  that  the  contractors  had  procured  the  contract  by 
means  of  the  payment  of  the  sum  of  1,500/.  to  the  Messrs.  Semple,  or  one  of  them.  The  elder 
Mr.  Semple  became  insolvent,  and  in  the  schedule  filed  by  him  previously  to  liis  discharge  in 
the  Insolvent  Debtor’s  Court,  he  actually  stated,  that  his  son  had  received  this  large  sum  from 
those  persons.  Both  the  contractors  and  Mr.  Semple,  jun.,  came  forward  before  us,  and 
positively  denied  on  oath  the  fact  of  any  such  payment  having  been  made,  or  any  money 
whatever  having  been  paid  to  the  Messrs.  Semple,  except  the  46/.  above  mentioned.  The 
magnitude  of  the  sum  presented  for  a bridge  of  a single  arch  of  50  feet  span  was  strongly 
complained  of,  and,  in  the  instances  of  other  bridges  on  the  same  river,  it  was  deposed  that  much 
smaller  sinus  had  been  found  sufficient.  It  is,  however,  we  think,  difficult  to  believe  that  any  such 
sum  as  was  stated  should  have  been  given  to  obtain  such  a contract,  especially  where  the  same 
object  could  have  been  attained  without  risk,  hy  making  a reduction  to  the  like  amount  in  the  con- 
tract price  proposed.  As  to  the  cost  of  the  bridge,  the  contractors  deposed  that  every  part  of  the 
expenditure  was  verified  on  oath,  and  that  the  price  for  the  bridge,  accoi'ding  to  its  cubical 
contents,  was.  considerably  less  than  what  they  had  been  in  the  habit  of  receiving  for  several 
years  for  similar  works. 

The  contract  price  we  have  mentioned  was  only  for  the  erection  of  the  bridge,  large  sums 
were  subsequently  presented  for  the  approaches  to  it,  and,  in  the  whole,  the  cost  of  this  work 
exceeded  7,000/. 


The  following  are  the  most  considerable  items  of  the  expenditure : — 
Sum  presented  to  the  overseers  as  expended  hy  them  in  building 

the  bridge 

Presentment  to  John  Semple,  jun.,  for  his  trouble  in  preparing  plans, 
elevations,  sections,  and  estimates  for  the  bridge,  (Easter,  1832)  . 
Ditto  for  road  and  parapet  walls  near  the  bridge  .... 
Ditto  for  forming  the  approaches  to  the  bridge,  (Michaelmas,  1832) 
Ditto  to  John  Semple,  for  planning  and  superintending  the  formation 
of  the  approaches,  (Easter,  1833)  ...... 


£5,354  19  9 

100  0 0 
908  4 2 
510  9 6 

70  18  8 
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r,  • , . £6,944  12  1 

■Besides  various  presentments  at  different  terms  for  building  walls,  sewers,  &c.,  rendered 
necessary  by  the  erection  of  the  bridge  and  alteration  of  the  road. 

From  various  Causes,  the  Increase  in  the  amount  of  the  grand  jury  Taxation  of  the  city  of 
Dublin  has  been  enormous  within  the  last  fifty  years.  The  principal  have  been  the  additions 
made  by  authority  of  parliament  to  the  salaries  of  several  officers  paid  by  presentments  of  the 
f,ran  TO  . tle  provisions  made  for  payment  of  the  fees  of  prisoners  by  presentments,  and 
the  very  considerable  addition  which  has  been  made  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  criminal  courts  of 
the  county  of  the  city  by  adding  to  the  city,  under  the  Police  Act,  for  purposes  of  criminal 
jurisdiction  all  such  parts  of  the  county  of  Dublin  as  are  situate  within  the  Circular  Road, 
from  this  last  cause,  as  well  as  from  the  increase  of  population  and  crime,  have  arisen  the 
necessity  ol  building  an  increased  number  of  prisons,  maintaining  an  additional  staff  of  officers, 
he  support  and  payment  of  the  fees  of  prisoners  who  in  reality  belong  to  the  county,  and la 
serious  addition  to  the  expense  of  prosecutions,  while  the  whole  of  this  vast  increase  to  the 
burthens  for  the  sustainment  of  which  the  Grand  Juries  are  bound  to  provide,  is  left  to  be 
borne  solely  by  the  county  of  the  city. 

141.  The  Officers  for  the  payment  of  whose  salaries  the  Grand  Juries  provide,  besides  those 
already  noticed  as  attached  to  the  Sessions-house  and  prisons,  are,— 
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The  Treasurer  of  the  County  of  the  City  of  Dublin.  MUNICIPAL 

The  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Jury.  REGULATIONS. 

The  Inspector  of  the  City  Accounts. 

The  Collectors  of  the  Grand  Jury  and  Wide  Street  Cesses. 

The  Treasurer  of  the  comity  of  the  city  of  Dublin  is  elected  by  the  magistrates  of  Trmrnr,  how 
the  county  of  the  city  (without  regard  to  qualification  of  property),  under  the  49  Geo  elected,  &c. 

III.  cap.  xx.  s.  3,  (Local  Act,)  which  directs,  that,  where  a vacancy  occurs,  the  lord 
mayor  shall,  within  twenty-one  days  after  such  vacancy,  convene  the  board  of  magistrates 
of  the  county  of  the  city  to  meet  at  the  sessions-house,  between  the  hours  of  twelve 
at  noon  and  two  in  the  afternoon,  and  by  the  majority  of  votes  of  the  magistrates  who 
shall  be  present  (notwithstanding  want  of  qualification  in  property),  shall  proceed  to  elect 
a fit  and  proper  person  to  be  treasurer  of  the  city  of  Dublin;  provided  that  no  person 
who  shall  be  elected  shall  he  capable  of  serving  in  said  office,  unless  he  shall  immediately 
after  his  election  in  open  court  enter  into  a recognizance,  before  the  chairman  of  the 
meeting  at  which  he  shall  be  elected  and  any  other  magistrate  present  at  such  election  in 
the  sum  of  5,000/.,  and  shall  procure  two  or  more  sufficient  sureties  at  the  same  time,  each  in  a 
sum  equal  to  one  half  the  sum  in  which  the  said  treasurer  shall  bind  himself  (the  condition 
being  to  account  truly  for,  and  pay  over,  the  monies  received  by  him,  and  discharge  the  duties 
of  his  office).  This  Act  contains  some  other  provisions  respecting  the  treasurer  and°his  sureties 
which  we  deem  it  unnecessary  to  notice  more  in  detail.  It  is  obvious,  that,  as  the  charter- 
justices  of  the  city  are,  the  lord  mayor,  sheriffs,  and  aldermen,  and,  of  the  additional  magistrates 
appointed  under  the  Police  Act  four  are  sheriffs’  peers,  the  appointment  of  the  treasurer  is 
substantially  vested  in  the  corporation. 

The  Duties  of  the  office  will  bo  presently  noticed  in  stating  the  manner  of  levying,  disbursing  His  Duties  and 
and  accounting  for  the  grand  jury  cess.  The  Emoluments  of  the  treasurer  arise  from  two  pre-  Emoluments, 
sentments  made  by  the  term  grand  jury.  r 

One  for  his  salary,  under  the  authority  of  the  49  Geo.  III.  cap.  xx.  s.  8, 
for  150/.  Irish  each  presenting  term,  being,  per  annum  . . . £276  8 4 

The  other  is  for  complying  with  the  47  Geo.  III.  cap.  lxxiv.  relative  to 
wide  street  taxes,  75/.  Irish  each  presenting  term,  being,  per  annum  . 138  9 2 

Making  a total  salary  of  450/.  Irish,  or  British  per  annum.  . . £414  17  6 

The  Secretary  of  the  Term  Grand  Jury  is  appointed  by  that  body.  The  appointment  is  made  Secretaiy  of  Grand 
under  the  authority  of  the  33  Geo.  III.  c.  56,  s.  23,  and  is  for  both  the  term  and  sessions  Jury- 
Grand  Juries.  This  officer,  however,  does  not  discharge  any  duties  with  respect  to  the  sessions 
G^d  arise  from  presentments  made  half-yearly  by  each  presenting 

One  under  the  authority  of  49  Geo.  III.  cap.  xx.  s.  8,  for  75/.  Irish  Emoluments. 

half-yearly,  being,  per  annum  . ....  £138  9 2 

Another  under  the  47  Geo.  III.  cap.  lxxiv.  for  complying  with  said  Act 
relative  to  wide  streets,  for  25/.  Irish  half-yearly,  being,  per  annum  . 46  3 2 

T mv  . . £184  12  4 

in  addition  to  which  the  following  presentment  appeal’s  in  the  presentment- 

sheet  of  Easter  term,  1834:— 

Alexander  and  John  Montgomery,  secretaries,  the  sum  of  83/. 

6j.  7d.,  being  then-  taxed  bill  of  costs  for  law  business  done  by  order 
°f  the  Grand  Jury,  and  the  sum  of  79/.  14j.  expended  by  them  for 
advertising,  by  order  of  same,  pursuant  to  account,  affidavit,  and 
33  Geo.  ill.  £163  0 7 

This  presentment  is  for  one-half  year,  and  similar  presentments  varying  in  amount  occur  in 
each  presenting  term. 

Tj1®. °®ce  Inspector  of  the  City  Accounts  was  created  by  the  47  Geo.  III.  sess.  2,  cap.  lxxiv.  Inspector  of  City 

i (loc.  and  pers.),  which  authorises  the  appointment  of  an  inspector  of  the  accounts  of  the  Accounts, 
reasurer  of  the  county  of  the  city  of'  Dublin,  and  of  the  collectors  of  the  rates  directed  to  be 
ene  by  that  Act,  and  also  of  all  Grand  July  rates  in  the  county  of  the  city  by  presentment ; 
di^-the  election  of  the  first  inspector  in  the  members  of  the  then  late  Grand  Jury,  and 
meml ' * f whenever  a vacancy  shall  occur  in  the  office  a new  inspector  shall  be  elected  by  the 
a .,  er®  0 the  presenting  Grand  J uiy,  which  had  sat  next  before  such  vacancy,  in  manner 
by  the  Act  particularly  described. 

le ‘ Duties  of  this  officer  are  pointed  out  by  the  43d  section  of  the  same  Act,  and  will  be  Duties  of. 
presently  stated. 

thatffi^rV^S*0in  mac^e  ft*1'  Salary  of  this  officer  by  the  47  Geo.  III.  sess.  2,  cap.  lxxiv.  s.  45,  is 

ceedin^  ?“ay  Prescnt>  " at  each  Easter  and  Michaelmas  term,”  “a.  sum  not  ex- 

office  ° it  j ln  consideration  of  his  labour  and  trouble  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the 
sentino-  + ™61'  P°wer  it  appears  that  a presentment  is  made  for  this  officer  at  each  pre-  Salary  of. 
term- ti!erra-  of  50^'  f(>r  that  term,  and  of  50/.  for  the  next,  or,  as  it  is  called,  the  accounting 
i^tead  oflfMV  ^aCt’-  °®cer  receives  50/.  for  each  of  the  four  terms,  or  200/.  per  annum. 

The  C 11  !t  ^ ^ aPPears  t°  us,  the  legislature  has  provided, 
thev  ar  OUectors  °f  the  Grand  Jury  Cess  were  formerly  appointed  by  the  parochial  authorities ; Collectors  of  City ; 
city  JTT  aPP°inted  by  the  term  Grand  Jury,  for  the  several  parishes  of  the  county  of  the  Rates, 
sure  16  Statrut.e  33  Geo.  III.  c.  56,  s.  7,  and  are  removeable  by  the  Grand  Jury  at  plea- 

^ ere  are  nineteen  parishes,  and  eight  collectors  are  at  present  appointed,  amongst  How  appointed. 

- several  parishes  are  apportioned  as  follows-: — 

0 2 
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REPORTS  FROM  COMMISSIONERS  ON 


One  Collector  to  the  Parish  of 
One  .,  » 

One  „ » 

One  „ » 

One  „ „ 

One  „ » 

One  „ ,, 

One  „ M 


. St.  Maiy. 

. St.  Anne. 

St.  Paul. 

St.  Bridget. 

’ ‘ St.  Nicholas  Without,  and 

St.  Nicholas  Within. 

St.  James. 

St.  Michan. 

* St.  Audeon,  and 
,St.  John. 

. St.  Andrew  and 
' l St.  Werburgh. 

i St.  Thomas  and 
' l St.  Michael. 
jSt.  Mark, 

. r St.  Catherine,  City  Liberty,  and 
lSt.  Catherine,  Thomas  Court. 

( St.  Peter,  and 

* 1st.  Mary,  Donnybrook. 


It  is  provided  by  the  33  Geo.  III.  c.  56,  s.  7,  that  the  treasurer  shall  not  deliver  any  war- 
rant  to  any  person  appointed  collector  to  empower  him  to  collect,  until  he  shall  have  entered 
into  one  or  more  recognizances,  according  to  the  number  of  parishes  he  shall  be  appointed  to 
collect,  before  the  lord  mayor,  to  be  acknowledged  to  the  treasurer  and  to  his  successors,  him- 
self in  500/.,  and  two  sureties,  to  be  approved  by  the  Grand  Jury,  in  250 /.  each,  for  the  due 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office. 

The  Duties  of  the  Collector  are  prescribed  by  the  statute,  and  are  hereinafter  noticed  in  our 
account  of  the  mode  of  levying  and  accounting  for  the  public  money. 

The  Remuneration  of  the  Collectors  is  provided  by  the  9th  section  of  the  33  Geo.  III.  c.  56, 
which  authorizes  the  grand  jury,  at  Easter  and  Michaelmas  terms,  to  present  for  each  collector 
Is.  in  the  pound  on  the  sum  collected  and  paid  to  the  treasurer  by  him  since  the  last  presenting 
term,  provided  he  has  strictly  performed  his  duty  in  every  respect,  but  not  otherwise. 


The  sum  presented  at  Easter  term,  1834,  to  the  collectors,  for  the 
collections  made  by  them  since  the  Michaelmas  term  preceding, 
amounted  to  ........  £770  4 3 

And  for  collecting  the  Wide  Street  Tax,  pursuant  to  47  Geo.  III.  cap. 
lxxiv.  during  the  same  period,  being,  for  one-half  year  . . . 128  5 5 


£898  9 8 

A sum,  for  the  expenses  of  collection  alone,  which  exceeds  the  entire  amount  of  the  Grand  Jury 
assessments  about  sixty  years  ago. 

It  has  appeared  before  us  that  losses  have  been  sustained  in  consequence  of  the  defaults  of 
some  of  the  collectors,  and  in  particular  of  one,  the  collector  of  St.  Mary’s  parish,  who  re- 
cently absconded.  It  did  not  appear  that  any  proceedings  had  been  taken  to  compel  his 
sureties  to  make  good  his  deficiency.  Some  proceedings  of  a criminal  nature  against  the  col- 
lector appear  to  have  been  contemplated,  but  were  abandoned,  as  it  was  stated,  from  anticipated 
difficulties  in  procuring  sufficient  evidence.  ' 

"Whether  Collectors  Several  of  the  citizens  complain  that  the  withdrawing  of  the  appointment  and  control  of  the 
should  he  appointed  Collectors  from  the  churchwardens  has  been  the  occasion  of  considerable  fraud,  and  they  desire  that 
by  the  Parishes.  tpe  appointment  and  control  of  such  collectors  shall  be  restored  to  them,  or  rather  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  Vestries ; while  it  is  alleged,  on  the  part  of  the  Grand  Juries  (an  allegation  sus- 
tained by  the  recitals  of  the  33  Geo.  III.  c.  56,  and  by  evidence  given  before  the  committee  on 
the  local  taxation  of  Dublin  in  1823),  that  the  appointment  was  transferred  to  the  Grand  Jury 
in  consequence  of  the  defaults  and  misconduct  of  the  former  parish  collectors.  We  think,  how- 
ever, that  a much  more  extensive  reformation  in  the  mode  of  imposing  and  collecting  the  several 
taxes  of  the  city  of  Dublin  is  required  than  any  that  could  be  expected  from  the  proposed  change. 
Presentment  of  In  addition  to  the  above  officers,  whose  salaries  are  altogether  paid  by  presentments  of  the 

other  Officers.  term  Grand  Juries,  there  are  several  others  to  whom  Presentments  are  made  by  the  same  body- 

The  following  is  a summary  from  the  presentment-sheet  of  Easter  term,  1834,  of  all  other 
presentments  made  to  such  officers,  or  which  are  in  any  way  connected  with  the  administration 


of  justice,  and  have  not  been  already  mentioned : — 

To  secretary  of  wide  street  commissioners,  for  complying  with  the 

47  Geo.  III.  cap.  lxxiv.  (See  post,  title  " Wide  Streets”)  . . £23  1 7 

To  court-keeper  of  King’s  Bench,  for  one  year’s  salary,  due  this  term, 

pursuant  to  like  . . . . . . • . . 25  0 0 

To  crier  of  same  court,  for  ditto,  due  this  term,  pursuant  to  like  . 20  0 0 

' - To  the  coroners  of  the  city,  for  inquests  held  by  them,  pursuant  to 

1 Geo.  IV 42  0 0 

To  Thomas  Pettigrew,  for  stationery  supplied  for  the  use  of  the  grand 
jury,  pursuant  to  33  Geo.  III.  and  47  Geo.  III.  cap.  lxxiv.  . . 97  5 3 

To  clerk  of  the  crown  for  returns  made  by  him  to  parliament,  of 

prisoners  committed,  tried,  and  convicted  of  criminal  offences  . 10  10  0 

To  same,  for  his  fees  on  prisoners  acquitted  and  discharged  at  commis- 
sions held  in  J anuary,  February',  and  April,  1834,  pursuant  to  like 
and  23,  24  Geo.  III.  c.  34,  and  49  Geo.  III.  c.  101  . . . 55  10  0 
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To  same,  for  same,  on  prisoners  tried  and  convicted  at  said  commissions, 

pursuant  to  like  and  1,  2 Geo.  IV.  c.  77 

To  crier  of  commission-court,  for  his  fees  on  prisoners  tried  at  said 
commissions,  pursuant  to  like  and  49  Geo.  III.  c.  101. 

To  sub-sheriff  of  city,  for  fees  on  prisoners  tried  in  October,  1833, 
January,  February,  and  April,  1834,  and  expenses  attending  execu- 
tions, pursuant  to  like  and  23,  24  Geo.  III.  c.  34,  and  49  Geo.  III. 

c.  101 

To  the  treasurer,  so  much  expended  by  him  in  paying  witnesses’  ex- 
penses at  commissions  and  sessions  held  since  August  last,  pursuant 
to  account,  affidavit,  and  55  Geo.  III.  c.  91. 

To  same,  being  so  much  paid  by  him  to  medical  men  for  their  attend- 
ance on  coroner’s  inquests,  pursuant  to  like  and  10  Geo.  IV.  c.  37. 
To  same,  being  so  much  expended  by  him  for  stamps  for  drafts  and 
receipts,  and  lord  mayor’s  seals  to  warrants,  pursuant  to  account, 
affidavit,  and  49  Geo.  III.  cap.  xx.  (loc.  and  pers.) 

To  ditto,  to  housekeeper  of  the  sessions-house,  for  supplying  grand 
and  petit  juries  with  fires  and  candles,  and  cleaning  court  and  jury 
rooms  for  six  months,  ending  this  term,  pursuant  to  affidavit 
To  court-keeper  of  the  sessions-house,  for  supplying  grand  and  petit 
juries  with  paper,  pens,  and  ink,  and  other  necessaries  for  said  six 
months,  due  ditto,  pursuant  to  like  ...... 

To  the  clerks  of  the  peace,  for  returns  made  by  them  to  the  lord  lieutenant 
of  prisoners  tried  and  convicted  of  criminal  offences  and  misdemeanors 
in  Ireland,  in  the  year  1833  ....... 


£54  5 11 
5 18  10 

35  14  9 

188  17  10 
88  8 3 

92  14  5 

10  0 0 

10  0 0 

31  10  0 


By  a reference  to  that  part  of  this  Report  in  which  we  have  spoken  of  the  prisons  of  the 
city  of  Dublin,  and  detailed  the  Emoluments  of  the  Officers  and  Servants  connected  with  them ; 
and  to  that  part  in  which  we  have  stated  the  presentments  made  by  the  quarter  sessions 
grand  juries,  and  also  to  the  above,  it  will  be  seen  how  much  the  taxation  of  the  city  is 
augmented  by  presentments  to  the  several  officers  of  the  courts  and  prisons  for  fees  on 
prisoners,  and  for  the  supply  of  necessaries  to  the  grand  juries,  and  the  performance  of  minor 
duties.  We  think  it  abundantly  appears  on  the  inspection  of  those  presentments  that  this  is  a 
mode  of  providing  for  the  payment  of  public  officers  that  should  be  at  once  abolished  ; and 
that  the  principle  of  remunerating  such  officers  by  fixed  salaries,  which  the . legislature  has 
already  adopted  in  the  several  counties  of  Ireland,  should  be  also  applied  to  the  county  of  the 
city  of  Dublin. 

142.  Besides  the  presentments  above  detailed,  and  those  for  the  use  of  the  prisons  of  the  city,  there 
are  several  Presentments  for  Charitable  Purposes,  and  one  for  the  rent  of  a house  for  the  staff  of 
the  city  of  Dublin  militia. 

They  are  as  follows,  viz. : — 

To  the  treasurer  of  the  Charitable  Infirmary,  Jervis-street,  for  half  a 
year’s  allowance,  due  ditto,  pursuant  to  45  Geo.  III.  c.  3,  and  49 
Geo.  III.  c.  56 £100  0 0 


To  the  treasurer  of  Mercer’s  Hospital,  for  ditto,  due  ditto,  pursuant 
to  like  ..........  100  0 0 

To  ditto,  to  the  treasurer  of  the  Hospital  of  Incurables,  for  ditto,  due 
ditto,  pursuant  to  like  . . . . . . • . 1 00  0 0 

To  colonel  of  the  city  of  Dublin  militia,  for  half  a year’s  rent  of  a house. 

No.  12,  Temple  Street,  due  1st  May,  1834,  for  the  adjutant  and 
stores  of  said  regiment,  pursuant  to  10  Geo.  IV.  c.  29.  . . 25  0 0 

To  a presentment  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  being  the  proportion  of 
the  advance  made  by  them  from  the  Board  of  Health  for  the  city  of 
Dublin,  pursuant  to  58  Geo.  III.  c.  47.  .....  1500  0 0 

To  Charles  McCarthy,  Esq.  treasurer  of  the  Dublin  General  Dispensary, 
for  half  a year’s  allowance,  due  this  term,  pursuant  to  account,  affi- 
davit, and  58  Geo.  III.  and  3 Geo.  IV 76  10  4 

To  the  treasurer  of  the  Sick  Poor  Institution,  Meath  Street,  for  ditto, 
due  ditto,  pursuant  to  like  . . . ...  . 88  19  6 

To  the  treasurer  of  the  Donnybrook  Dispensary,  for  ditto,  due  ditto, 

pursuant  to  like  . 50  0 0 

In  addition  to  which  this  sheet  contains  several  presentments  to  Overseers 
of  roads,  foot-paths,  walls,  sewers,  and  bridges,  &c.  at  the  south  side 
of  the  city,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  ....  3595  1 0 


• Therec  j®  also  a joint  presentment  'made  in  that  term  by  the  city  and  county  grand 
Junes  of  5531.  8*  7d.  for  the  Wide  Street  Commissioners,  to  enable  them  to  pay  half  a year’s 
th  T jdue  the  24th  da7  of  June,  1834,  on  the  sum  of  36,895/.  6j.  5 d.  advanced  to  them  by 
^ the  Treasury,  as  per  certificate,  pursuant  to  the  47  Geo.  III.  cap.  lxxiv.  (Vide,  post 
bde  "Wide  Streets.”)  . 

irqo  6 wk°le  amount  of  the  moneys  presented  by  the  grand  juries  of  the  sessions  of  Michaelmas, 
WAJ,  and  of  January,  1834,  and  by  the  grand  jury  of  Easter  Term,  1834,  was  16,3141.  4s.  6 d. 
halfUSlVe  T^e  presentment,  above-mentioned.  When  it  is  considered — that  this  is  for  one 
und  r and  that> in  addition,  the  wide  street  tax  is  levied  by  the  same  collectors,  and 

of  arr  of  the  same  warrants  as  the  grand  jury  rates,  and  that  it  is,  also,  exclusive 

arrears,  whether  solvent  and  to  be  collected  under  the  old  warrants,  or  insolvent  and  to  be 
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MUNICIPAL  re-applotted  and  collected  from  the  solvent  inhabitants  of  the  respective  parishes,— it  becomes 

REGULATIONS.  manifegt  that  ^ sin?le  branch  of  the  local  taxes  must  press  with  great  severity  on  the  poor 
parishes  of  the  city,  which  scarcely  enjoy  any  benefit  from  its  outlay  ; and  it  will  be  the  less  a 
subject  of  surprise  that  the  grand  jury  cess  should  be  the  cause  of  considerable  jealousy  and 
complaint,  when  we  state  that  the  whole  amount  of  this  tax,  for  eleven  years,  commencing  in 
1764,  and  endingin  1774,  was  only  27,000/.,  of  which  9,800/.  was  for  building  bridges  overthe 
river  Liffey,  3,000/.  for  building  Newgate,  and  nearly  1300/.  for  transporting  felons,  an  expense 
which  is  now  borne  by  the  Government,  so  that  only  about  13,000/.  was,  during  those  eleven 
years,  expended  on -matters  that  are  now  the  usual  objects  of  Grand  Jury  presentments ; and 
we  may  thus  calculate  the  increase  of  Grand  Jury  taxation  from  the  year  1 774  to  the  year  1834, 

Grand  J Taxes  *n  roun(^  numbers,  as  an  increase  from  1,200/.  to  32,000/.  per  annum. 

how  levied;  ’ 143.  The  Grand' Jury  presentments  of  money  to  be  levied  off  the  city  of  Dublin  are  made,  as 

before  mentioned,  by  the  grand  juries  of  each  of  the  four  quarter  sessions  of  the  county  of  the 
city,  and  also  by  the  grand  juries  impannelled  in  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench,  at  Easter  and 
Michaelmas  terms,  which  are  called  presenting  terms : all  the  terms  are  accounting  terms. 
The  sums  presented  at  the  two  quarter  sessions  next  preceding  Easter  and  Michaelmas 
terms  respectively  are  returned  to  the  treasurer  of  the  city,  who  lays  them  before  the  terra 
grand  jury.  They  are  also  laid  before  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench,  with  the  other  present- 
ments ; but  the  grand  jury  or  Court  of  King’s  Bench  do  not  appear  to  possess  any  control 
over  them,  save  that  they  are  apportioned  amongst  the  several  parishes  of  the  county  of  the  city, 
together  with  the  moneys  presented  by  the  term  grand  jury. 

The  mode  of  making  that  apportionment  is  provided  for  by  the  33  Geo.  III.  c.  56,  as  amended 
bythe  47  Geo.  III.  cap.lxxiv.  The  33  Geo.  III.  c.  56,  s.  2,  directs,  that  the  grand  jury  shall,  in 
Michaelmas  term  in  every  third  year,  or  oftener  if  necessary,  take  an  account  of  minister’s  money 
payable  in  each  parish,  and  from  thence  form  a table  of  the  proportions  payable  by  each  parish 
respectively,  and  present  the  same  as  a fit  table  for  applotting  the  public  money.  This  Act  further 
(s . 4)  directs  the  treasurer,  within  ten  days  after  Easter  and  Michaelmas  terms  respectively,  to  ap- 
plot,  by  said  table,  the  public  money  on  the  several  parishes ; and  insert  such  applotments  in  war- 
rants, which  the  lord  mayor  is  empowered  and  required  to  sign,  and  direct  and  cause  to  be  delivered 
to  the  churchwardens  of  the  several  parishes,  as  had  been  from  time  immemorial  accustomei 
By  the  44th  section  of  the  47  Geo.  III.  cap.  lxxiv.,  an  important  alteration  is  made  as  to  the  sums 
to  be  inserted  in  the  warrants  to  the  churchwardens ; for  it  directs,  that  at  every  Easter  and 
Michaelmas  term,  after  the  accounting  affidavits,  and  the  presentments  authorising  or  em- 
powering any  overseers  to  expend  any  sums  in  executing  any  public  works,  shall  have  been 
fiated  by  the  court,  the  inspector  of  accounts  shall  make  out  an  account  for  the  city  at  large; 
in  whicn  he  shall  make  the  said  city  of  Dublin  the  debtor  for  all  sums  that  have  been  at  former 
times  accounted  for  and  have  not  been  demanded,  and  for  the  amount  of  all  sums  standing  or 
being  the  first  day  of  that  term  in  the  quaere  book  for  the  said  city  at  large,  and  that  may  be 
accounted  for,  and.  for  the  amount  of  all  sums  that  were  presented  and  fiated  that  term; 
and  shall  give  the  said  city  credit  for  such  part  of  the  cash  in  bank  as  shall  belong  to  the  said 
city  at  large ; and,  after  having  struck  the  balance,  shall  apportion  it,  as  near  as  may  be,  on  the 
several  parishes ; and  shall  in  like  manner  make  out  a separate  account  for  each  parish, 
adding  to  the  debit  side  the  proportion  of  the  sum  each  parish  is  to  pay,  which  was  presented 
on  the  said  city  at  large  in  that  term  ; and,  having  struck  the  balance  at  the  bottom  of  the 
account  of  each  parish,  the  Grand  Jury,  on  the  last  day  of  term,  shall  present  these  several 
balances  to  be  raised  on  the  several  parishes,  and  shall  at  the  same  time  lay  before  the  Court 
the  several  accounts  signed  by  the  said  inspector — provided  that  it  shall  be  lawful  to  fiat  all 
such  arrears  as  the  grand  jury  shall  present  to  be  levied  on  the  district  or  parish  where  such 
arrears  became  due,  in  addition  to  the  sum  presented  as  the  portion  each  district  is  to  pay  of 
the  sums  presented  that  term  to  be  applotted. 

The  result  of  this  amendment  appears  to  be,  that,  if  the  cash  in  bank  to  the  credit  of  the  city  shall 
amount  to  more  than  sufficient  to  discharge  all  claims  upon  it,  arising  from  presentments  of 
previous  terms,  either  then  accounted  for,  or  which  may  thereafter  be  accounted  for,  and  from 
presentments  of  money  made  and  fiated  that  term,  such  overplus  shall  be  deducted  from 
the  presentments  made  in  that  term,  and  that  the  balance  only  shall  be.  apportioned  on  the 
several  parishes,  and  inserted  in  the  warrants  to  be  made  to  the  churchwardens. 

The  33  Geo.  III.  c.  56,  s.  5,  enacts,  that  the  minister  and  churchwardens  shall,  within 
fourteen  days  after  receipt  of  the  warrant,  convene  a vestry  of  the  inhabitants  of  their  parish,  to 
applot  and  assess  on  the  several  solvent  inhabitants  of  said  parish  their  respective  proportions 
of  the  public  money : and  in  case  the  minister,  churchwardens,  and  inhabitants  shall,  on 
notice  from  the  treasurer,  refuse  or  omit  to  assemble  and  applot,  within  the  time  so  limited, 
the  proportion  of  the  public  money  which  the  said  parish  is  to  bear,  on  the  solvent  inhabitants, 
or  shall  neglect,  or  refuse  to  comply  with,  or  carry  into  execution,  any  requisition  which  maybe 
made  to  them  by  any  grand  jury,  pursuant  to  the  said  Act,  for  the  purpose  of  applotting  and 
aiding  in  the  collecting  of  the  public  money  to  be  levied  off  the  several  parishes,  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench  to  fine  such  minister,  churchwardens,  or  parishioners,  in 
a sum  not  exceeding  100/.,  to  be  levied  in  the  manner  and  for  the  purposes  in  said  Act  specified. 
The  churchwardens  are  further  directed,  by  s.  6,  within  six  days  after  applotment  made,  to 
give  notice  thereof  in  writing  to  the  treasurer,  and  to  return  to  him  a fair  copy  of  the  applot" 
ment ; or,  in  default  thereof,  to  be  fined,  as  before,  in  a sum  not  exceeding  100/. ; and  tbs 
lord  mayor  is  required,  by  s.  13,  at  the  instance  of  the  treasurer,  within  ten  days  after  deliveiy  « 
the  applotments,  to  issue  his  warrants  to  the  several  collectors ; which  warrants  shall  continue 
in  force  respectively  until  the  whole  sums  mentioned  therein  shall  have  been  collected;  an 
shall  set  forth  the  sums  applotted  on  the  respective  parishes,  and  any  uncollected  arrears  of  the 
last  or  any  former  warrant  or  warrants  (which  arrears  the  churchwardens  are  thereby  em" 
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powered  to  re-applot,  and  the  said  collectors  to  levy  and  collect),  and  also  the  original  applot-  MUNICIPAL 
ments  returned  by  the  churchwardens,  or  copies  thereof:  and  any  collector  to  whom  any  such  REGULATI°NS. 
warrant  shall  be  delivered  shall  immediately  proceed  to  collect  the  amount  thereof  from  the 
inhabitants  mentioned  in  the  applolment. 

The  collectors  are  further  directed  by  the  49  Geo.  III.  cap.  xx.,  to  pay  to  the  treasurer,  upon 
oath,  on  every  Saturday  in  each  week,  or  on  the  previous  Friday  if  Saturday  shall  be  a bank 
holiday,  all  such  sums  of  money  as  they  shall  have  received,  for  which  the  treasurer  is  to  give 
them  receipts ; and  if  any  collector  refuse  to  comply  therewith,  he  or  his  sureties  shall  for  any 
such  offence  forfeit  the  sum  of  50 1,  to  be  recovered  in  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench  as  before 
mentioned. 

The  collectors  are  directed  by  33  Geo.  III.  c.  56,  s.  25,  to  close  the  accounts  of  their 
respective  warrants  four  days  before  the  essoign-day  of  the  next  Easter  or  Michaelmas  Term, 
and  fully  ancl  fairly  make  up  their  accounts  of  receipts  and  payments,  and  of  such  disbursements 
as  they  shall  necessarily  make,  and  lodge  such  accounts,  signed  by  them  respectively,  with  the 
original  applotments  or  attested  copies  thereof,  delivered  unto  them  as  aforesaid,  together  with 
a list  (s.  7,)  of  the  defaulters  of  that  warrant,  and  an  account,  verified  by  affidavit,  of  all  sums 
received  by  them  under  the  then  warrant,  and  an  account  of  arrears  unpaid  of  any  former 
warrants ; and  after  they  shall  have  got  credit  from  the  treasurer  for  such  arrears,  and  for  all 
payments  made  to  the  treasurer  on  account  of  the  then  warrants,  or  the  arrears  of  any  former 
warrants,  they  shall  pay  their  balances  respectively  to  the  treasurer. 

Such  is  the  mode  of  applotting  and  levying  the  Grand  Jury  rates  of  the  county  of  the  city  Solvent  and  Insol- 
of  Dublin,  as  directed  by  the  Legislature.  It  has  been  shown  in  evidence  before  us,  that  very  vent  Arrears, 
considerable  injustice  arises  to  some  of  the  citizens  from  the  conduct  of  the  collectors  in  making 
out  the  lists  as  to  arrears,  in  which,  for  the  information  of  the  Grand  Jury,  they  distinguish 
between  the  Solvent  and  Insolvent  Arrears : the  solvent  arrears  are  returned  to  the  collectors  with 
the  new  warrants  to  be  collected  from  the  individuals  owing  them,  but,  the  insolvent  arrears, 
under  the  47  Geo.  III.  cap.  lxxvii.,  are  presented  over  again  to  be  re-applotted  on  the  parish.  The 
insolvent  arrears  frequently  amount  to  very  considerable  sums.  It  appears  that  houses  are 
frequently  returned  in  the  insolvent  list  which  belong  to  persons  not  insolvent,  and  in  which 
property  could  be  found  to  discharge  the  tax.  In  the  instance  of  Mary’s  Parish  an  arrear  is 
alleged  to  have  been  occasioned,  not  alone  by  incorrect  returns  of  insolvents,  but  also  by  a 
falsification  of  the  applotment-books,  which  being  either  in  the  hands  of  the  collectors  or  of  the 
treasurer,  the  parishioners  had  no  means  of  detecting  such  frauds.  Houses  let  to  poor  lodgers 
are  also  generally  returned  as  insolvent,  though  tlie  proprietors  are  wealthy,  and  exact  the 
weekly  rents  from  their  tenants  with  the  utmost  strictness. 

It  is  suspected  by  the  rate-payers  that  such  parts  of  the  arrears  as  may  he  collected  are  not 
always  duly  accounted  for ; and  it  would  appeal-  that  the  circumstance,  of  the  new  warrants  con- 
taining sums  sufficient  to  discharge  all  existing  claims  on  the  rates  without  having  recourse  to 
the  arrears,  affords  a facility  for  practices  of  this  description.  These  several  matters,  with 
respect  to  arrears,  are  made  the  subject  of  very  general  complaint  by  the  citizens,  particularly 
by  the  inhabitants  of  the  poorer  parishes  with  regard  to  the  insolvent  arrears,  where  of  course 
a very  great  burden  is  thrown  on  the  smaller  number  of  solvent  inhabitants,  which,  with  more 
justice,  should  be  divided  amongst  the  citizens  at.  large. 

Another  ground  of  complaint,  as  to  the  applotment  of  the  taxes  is,  that  the  money  is  appor-  Minister’s  Money  a 
tioned  according  to  the  amount  of  Minister’s  Money  charged  upon  each  house,  which,  in  couse-  defective  Test, 
quence  of  the  scale  according  to  which  minister’s  money  was  originally  imposed,  as  well  as  the 
altered  value  of  houses  since  the  making  of  the  valuation  at  present  acted  on,  renders  the 
ministers  money  a very  fallacious  Test  of  the  proportions  in  which  houses  should  contribute  to 
t e public  burthens.  This  subject  will  be  presently  more  fully  noticed  iu  reference  to  the  new 

valuation  of  the  city. 

The  most  serious  defect  in  the  assessment  of  the  public  money  arises  from  the  limited  extent  Parts  of  County 
p.  territory  upon  which  the  taxes  are  applotted ; that  part  of  the  county  of  Dublin  within  the  within  the  Circular 

lrcular  Road  being,  by  the  Police  Act,  made  part  of  the  county  of  the  city,  for  the  purpose  Road  exemPt- 
o gmng  the  Magistrates  and  Courts  jurisdiction  in  criminal  cases,  and  thus,  to  a very  consider- 
a . e am°unt,  increasing  the  Grand  Jury  rates  of  the  county  of  the  city,  while  it  continues 
exempt  from  bearing  any  part  of  the  expense  thus  occasioned. 

144.  The  mode  of  keeping,  disbursing,  and  accounting  for  the  Public  Money  is  as  follows : the  Public  Money,  how 
treasurer,  on  receipt  from  the  collectors  on  each  Saturday,  is  directed,  by  the  49  Geo.  III.  kept,  disbursed,  and 
thp  * 1 ’}°  Tay  same  into  the  Bank  of  Ireland  on  or  before  the  Monday  following,  for  which  accounted  for- 
°r  the  bank  is  to  give  him  his  receipt ; and,  by  the  24th  section  of  the  33  Geo.  III. 

• , u he  retains  in  his  hands  the  sum  of  100Z.,  or  more,  for  two  days  after  the  time  he  should 
as  a.m  h-r  Same’  ^ank  being  open  and  ready  to  receive  it,  he  forfeits,  and  is  bound  to  pay, 
l"  addltlon  to  the  public  money,  the  sum  of  IOj-.  for  every  day  he  so  retains  the  said  sum  of 
s-  12  °V,rPW?rdS  ’ and  011  ®rst  each  term  the  treasurer  is,  by  the  49  Geo.  III.  cap.  xx., 
paid'  ° \°  make  °ath  of  the  sums  received  by  him  from  the  collectors.  The  money  is 

fcceive^t  or.  P,an^  uPon  drafts  drawn  in  favour  of  the  persons,  or  their  order,  entitled  to 

for  p 1 1.  kueh  persons  are  those  who  have  accounted  for  the  expenditure  of  money  presented 
The  draft  ^0I*S’  or  t°  whom  presentments  of  money  have  been  made  and  fiated  by  the  courts, 
before  the  ^ m^e  ou,t‘  by  the  inspector  of  accounts,  pursuant  to  the  47  Geo.  III.  cap.  xx.,  on  or 

drafts  ny,  * .y  °1  term,  and  produced  by  him  to  the  treasurer  of  the  Grand  Jury.  Such 

by  b;m  ,.  e sjgued  by  the  foreman,  and  be  delivered  by  the  inspector  to  the  treasurer,  to  be 

The  Person  or  persons  in  whose  favour  they  are  drawn. 

Proper  offi  f °/accounts  is  directed  by  the  47  Geo.  III.  cap.  lxxiv.  to  call  on  the  cashier,  or  other 
day  ^ ^ °1  *he  bank,  for  the  account  of  the  treasurer,  signed  by  that  officer,  on  the  essoign- 

term,  and  which  that  officer  is  thereby  directed  to  give  on  demand,  and  which 
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account  the  inspector  must  then  compare  with  the  treasurer  s books  and  vouchers ; and  having 
ascertained  what  part  of  the  balance  in  bank  to  the  credit  of  the  city  belongs  to  each  parish’ 
shall,  on  the  first  sitting-day  of  term,  lay  such  account  before  the  Grand  J ury,  and  shall  per- 
sonally attend  at  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench  on  the  first  sitting-day,  if  not  prevented  by  illness 
or  unavoidable  accident,  and  if  so  prevented  shall  depute  and  send  in  his  place  a person, 
for  whom  he  shall  be  answerable,  to  receive  all  affidavits  to  ground  presentments,  which  he  shall 
examine,  and  report  any  errors  therein ; and  he  shall  examine  all  affidavits  accounting  for  the 
expenditure  of  money  that  shall  have  been  delivered  to  the  Grand  Jury,  and  after  having 
received  from  the  clerk  of  the  crown  the  affidavits  on  which  the  presentments  so  accounted  for 
were  grounded,  he  shall  annex  the  grounding  and  accounting  affidavits  together,  audit  and 
compare  them,  and  lay  them  before  the  Grand  Jury  with  all  convenient  speed,  together  with  any 
remarks  that  may  occur  to  him,  to  he  examined  by  the  Grand  Jury,  and  allowed  or  disallowed 
by  them;  and  all  such  affidavits,  together  with  the  presentments  that  the  Jury  shall  make,  shall 
be  laid  before  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench  on  the  sitting-day  next  but  two  before  the  last  day  of 
term ; and  all  such  accounts  and  presentments  shall  be  returned  by  the  clerk  of  the  crown  to 
the  inspector,  who  is  then  to  make  out  the  drafts  as  already  described,  and  the  inspector  is  then 
afterwards,  on  the  last  day  of  term,  to  deliver  to  the  clerk  of  the  crown  all  such  affidavits  and 
accounts  as  he  shall  have  received  from  him  and  from  the  Grand  Jury,  together  with  the  city 
accounts,  to  he  preserved  amongst  the  records  of  the  office. 

The  treasurer,  as  already  mentioned,  is,  on  the  first  day  of  each  term,  bound  to  lay  his 
accounts,  on  oath,  before  the  Grand  Jury;  and  he  is  then  also  to  produce  the  receipts  of  the 
overseers  whose  accounts  were  allowed,  and  also  the  receipts  of  the  several  persons  to  whom  any 
moneys  were  presented  to  be  paid,  and  which  were  allowed  by  the  Court,  on  the  drafts  of  the 
inspector,  in  cases  in  which  the  money  has  not  been  demanded. 

In  addition  to  these  several  checks  provided  by  the  Legislature  for  the  officers  who  have  the 
management  of  the  public  funds,  the  Grand  Jury  each  term  appoint  a committee  of  accounts, 
consisting  of  five  members,  who  examine  and  vouch  the  treasurer’s  accounts. 

The  examination  of  the  accounts  of  the  treasurer  by  the  inspector  occupies  that  officer  hut  a 
few  hours,  and  it  would  appear  to  us  that  the  duties  performed  by  the  inspector  could  be  dis- 
charged by  the  secretaries  of  the  Grand  Jury  without  much  addition  to  their  official  duties. 

It  was  enacted  by  the  3d  and  4th  sections  of  the  29  Geo.  II.  c.  14,  that  no  Presentment  in 
the  Court  of  King’s  Bench  for  raising  money  should  stand  absolutely  confirmed  until  the  sixth 
day  of  the  following  term,  and  that  the  grand  jury  presentments  should  be  posted  up  in  the 
Court  of  King’s  Bench  the  first  five  days  of  the  term  next  following  such  presentment  "to  the 
end  that  all  persons  concerned  may  have  notice  thereof,  and  object  against  or  traverse  the  same 
as  they  shall  think  convenient,  in  like  manner  as  hath  been  heretofore  used.” 

This  power  of  traversing  presentments  seems  now  regulated  by  the  33  Geo.  III.  c.  56, sec. 
50,  which  does  not  contain  any  provision  for  posting  the  presentments  as  required  by  the  29 
Geo.  II.  c.  14.  It  enables  any  person  who  shall  think  himself  aggrieved  by  a presentment  to 
enter  a traverse  to  it,  either  in  the  term  in  which  it  shall  be  made,  or  within,  eight  days  next 
after  the  last  day  of  that  term,  hut  requires  the  person  trayersing  to  give  security  to  pay  double 
costs  in  case  the  jury  shall  confirm  the  presentment.  This  section  provides,  that  if  the  jury  shall 
not  confirm  the  presentment,  it  shall  not  he  lawful  for  any  overseer  to  proceed  to  execute  it ; a 
provision  which  seems  to  imply  that  the  power  of  traversing  here  given  is  confined  to  cases  of 
presentments  to  be  carried  into  effect  by  overseers — such  as  presentments  for  roads,  &c. 

There  is  now,  in  fact,  no  public  notice  given  of  the  presentments  until  they  are  read  in  court; 
and,  of  course,  no  opportunity  given  to  the  citizens  to  consider  their  propriety,  so  as  to  he  enabled 
to  enter  traverses  in  proper  time. 

The  Annual  Amount  of  the  Term  and  Quarter  Sessions  Grand  Jury  Presentments  of  each  of 
the  four  years  ending  at  Michaelmas  term,  1834,  is  as  follows  : — 


Term  Grand  Jury. 

£ s.  d. 

Sessions  Grand  Jury. 

£ s.  d. 

£ 

Presentments  for  1831  . 

. 26,235  14  5 

. 3,427  6 8 . 

29,663 

„ 1832  . 

. 28,663  5 0 

. 3,488  10  1 . 

32,151 

„ 1833  . 

. 29,780  4 0 

. 3,187  2 0 . 

32,967 

„ 1834  . 

. 30,528  8 6 

. 3,454  7 2 . 

34,982 

1 45.  The  Commissioners  of  Wide  Streets  of  the  city  of  Dublin  were  originally  established  under 
the  Statute  31  Geo.  II.  c.  19,  for  making  a wide  and  convenient  way  from  Essex  Bridge  to  the 
Castle  of  Dublin. 

For  this  purpose  certain  persons  nominated  by  the  Act,  together  with  the  lord  mayor  of  the 
city  for  the  time  being,  were  constituted  commissioners ; and  it  was  provided  that  they,  and  the 
survivors  of  them,  or  any  five  or  more  of  them,  might  proceed  to  carry  on  the  specified  work.  1° 
enable  them  to  do  which,  they  were  by  the  Act  invested  with  powers  of  purchasing  by  PnV.a  _ 
agreement,  or  of  obtaining  possession  of,  by  compulsory  proceedings,  under  the  valuation  of  junes> 
such  premises  as  might  be  necessary  for  the  purpose. 

The  Act  enabled  the  commissioners  to  appoint  a treasurer  and  clerk,  and  to  make  them  ^ 
sonable  allowances ; and  on  the  death  of  any  commissioner,  or  his  refusal  to  act,  authorised 
surviving  or  remaining  commissioners,  or  any  five  or  more  of  them,  by  writing,  under  their  ban 
and  seals,  from  time  to  time,  to  appoint,  others  in  their  room.  j 

The  Act  further  provided,  that  if  at  any  time  thereafter  any  sums  of  money  should  be  g1-311 
by  parliament  for  or  towards  the  widening  and  rendering  more  convenient  any  other 
streets,  or  passages,  within  the  city  of  Dublin,  or  liberties  adjoining*  that  the  comnussione 
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or  the  survivors  of  them,  together  with  such  other  persons  as  the  lorcl-lieutenant  or  other  chief 
o-overnor  should  appoint,  or  any  five  of  them,  should  have  'and  exercise  all  such  powers  and 
authorities,  in  respect  of  widening  and  rendering  more  convenient  all  such  ways,  streets,  and  pas- 
sages, for  which  any  sum  of  money  should  be  so  granted,  as  the  said  commissioners  were  by  the 
safd  Act  entitled  to  have  and  exercise  for  the  purposes  therein  specified. 

This  Act  was  afterwards  amended  by  the  33  Geo.  II.  c.  15,  which  empowered  two  commis- 
sioners to  issue  the.  precept  for  summoning  juries  and  to  discharge  them,  and  to  sit  and  act 
in  all  matters  to  be  tried  by  a jury,  with  as  full  powers  as  five  might  by  the  former  statute  have 
sat  or  acted ; five  being  still  necessary  for  other  purposes. 

These  Acts  were  further  amended  by  the  7 Geo.  III.  c.  7,  which  made  provision  for  the 
disposal  of  moneys  arising  from  the  purchase  by  the  commissioners  'of  parts  of  the  estates  of 
ecclesiastical  corporations,  and  adds  the  members  of  parliament  for  the  city  of  Dublin  for  the 
time  being  to  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  former  Act. 

By  the  17,  18  Geo.  III.  c.  27,  a sum  of  5,000/.  was  granted  to  the  commissioners,  to  be 
applied  by  them  in  widening  the  approach  from  the  castle  to  the  Parliament-house ; but 
no  permanent  funds  were  placed  at  their  disposal  until  the  Act  of  the  21,  22  Geo.  III.  c.  17, 
granted  to  His  Majesty  a duty  of  If.  per  ton  upon  all  coals  imported  into  Dublin,  to  be  paid 
to  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  31  Geo.  II.  c.  19,  to  be  by  them  applied,  after  payment 
of  the  salaries  of  a secretary  and  clerk  (the  salary  of  secretary  not  to  exceed  200/.  a year,  and  that 
of  clerk  not  to  exceed  50/.),  and  of  the  expenses  of  the  Act,  in  the  first  place,  in  makino-  one  or 
more  convenient  streets  from  the  castle  to  the  Parliament-house,  in  aid  of  the  sum  of  5,000/.  there- 
tofore granted  for  this  purpose,  and  afterwards  to  the  making  or  widening  such  other  ways, 
streets,  or  passages  through  the  city,  for  the  improvement  of  the  city,  as  the  commissioners,  "or 
any  nine  or  more  of  them,  should  appoint ; or  in  widening  the  several  roads  and  approaches  to 
the  city  within  two  miles  of  the  same  to  such  breadth,  not  less  than  one  hundred  feet,  as  they  or 
any  of  them  should  direct. 

This  Act  further  enabled  the  commissioners  to  make  assignments,  from  time  to  time,  of  the 
coal  duty  and  the  moneys  arising  therefrom  to  persons  who  might  contract  for  the  several  works, 
until  they  should  be  paid  the  amount  of  the  sums  contracted  to  be  paid  to  them,  with  interest. 

This  Act,  having  been  passed  for  a limited  period,  was  afterwards  revived  and  amended  by  the 
23,  24  Geo.  III.  c.  31,  and  afterwards,  by  the  49  Geo.  III.  c.  72,  and  51  Geo.  III.  c.  10,  con- 
tinued to  the  25th  of  March,  1832,  when  it  was  permitted  to  expire,  and  the  duty  ceased. 

The  commissioners  were  empowered  by  the  23,  24  Geo.  III.  c.  31,  to  borrow  money 
on  the  credit  of  the  duty,  and  to  issue  debentures  payable  out  of  the  produce  thereof,  with 
interest  not  exceeding  6 per  cent. ; or  to  mortgage  or  demise  the  duty  as  security  for  the  sums 
borrowed — and,  with  the  consent  of  the  inheritor  of  the  land,  to  take  possession  of  any  premises 
for  the  purposes  of  opening  any  new  streets,  notwithstanding  existing  interests  for  terms  of  years, 
giving  one  month’s  notice  to  the  person  entitled,  and  impannelling  a jury  to  value  the  interest, 
with  like  powers  as  for  any  street  the  widening  &c.  of  which  money  had  been  granted  to  the 
commissioners. 

By  this  Act  it  was  provided  that  the  non-attendance  of  any  commissioner  at  the  meetings  of 
the  board  for  a period  of  six  months  should  vacate  his  office,  and  that  anew  commissioner  should 
be  appointed  in  his  place. 

The  26  Geo.  III.  c.  32,  afterwards  gave,  powers  to  the  commissioners  to  take  posses- 
sion of  premises  valued,  and  for  which  the  sums  assessed  had  been  either  paid  to  the  person 
entitled,  or  into  chancery*  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  former  Act  s,  when  the  possession  was 
withheld,  and  it  prescribed  the  mode  of  doing  so.  It  also  empowered  the  commissioners  to  order 
any  street  to  be  stopped  up,  giving  reasonable  notice  thereof,  and  making  compensation  to  parties 
injured  thereby,  according  to  the  valuation  of  a jury  impannelled  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring 
into  the  injury. 

This  Act  further  provides  that  three  commissioner8  '•hall  be  sufficient  to  do  all  acts  for  which 
five  were  required  by  former  Acts;'  ■and' nine  where  twelve,  and  extends  their  jurisdiction  to  all 
places  within  the  circular  road,  which  limits  were  afterwards  by  32  Geo.  III.  c.  30,  further 
extended  to  half  a mile  beyond  that  road. 

,TheAct  of  the  21,22  Geo.  III.  c.  17,  was  afterwards  further  amended  by  the  30  Geo.  III.  c. 
19,  which,  after  reciting  that  the  commissioners  had  borrowed  a sum  of  47,500/.  upon  deben- 
tures chargeable  upon  the  coal  duty,  with  interest  at  the  rate  of  5 per  cent.,  enabled  them,  for 
the  purpose  of  paying  off  that  sum,  and  to  carry  on  further  works,  to  borrow  upon  debentures 
any  sum  not  exceeding  100,000/.,  at  interest  not  exceeding  4 per  cent.,  and  made  such  debentures 
as  the  commissioners  might  issue  a charge  upon  the  coal  duty,  and  thereby,  and  by  the  31  of 
a C'  Prov*s*on  was  made  for  their  payment. 

1 his  Act  further  enabled  the  commissioners,  if  any  three  of  them  should  deem  it  expedient,  to 
wi  en  any  narrow  street  where  there  are  waste  grounds,  or  houses  going  to  decay ; to  value,  by  a 
jury,  the  interests  of  the  several  persons  in  the  street,  and  upon  application  in  writing,  by  the 
persons  owning,  or  entitled  to  two-thirds  of  the  front,  or  either  side  of  the  street,  and  to  assess  and 
^PP  ot  the  whole  amount  of  the  valuation  on  all  the  owners  or  proprietors  of  the  ground  to  the 
ironts  upon  both  sides  of  every  such  street,  and  in  rateable  proportions,  according  to  the  number 

. running  measure  which  every  owner,  &c.  should  have ; and  in  case  any  owner  or  pro- 
T u!-  40uld  neSlect  t0  Pay  t0  the  commissioners  the  sums  applotted  upon  him  within  six 
the  date  of  applotment,  it  enabled  the  commissioners  to  sell  and  assign  the  sums  so 
ppiotted,  and  which  the  owners,  &c.  had  refused  to  pay,  to  any  persons  who  would  advance  the 
to  apply  the  money  so  raised  in  the  purchase  of  such  parts  of  the  street,  &c.,  as 

Th  \ ??cessary  i°r  opening  or  widening  it. 

e Act  mrther  provided  for  the  reimbursement  of  such  persons  as  might  advance^money  on 
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REPORTS  FROM  COMMISSIONERS  ON 


MUNICIPAL  t|je  security  of  the  sums  applotted  and  refused  to  be  paid  by  the  owners  of  the  premises,  by 

REGULATIONS.  ch.ir{rino.  t{e  amount  of  them,  with  interest  at  G per  cent.,  upon  the  premises  of  such  owner  iu 
the  street,  with  same  security  as  a mortgaged,  and  enabling  the  persons  advancing  money  upon 
them,  if  not  paid  in  four  years,  to  levy  the  amount,  with  interest,  by  sale  of  the  premises  undera 
decree  of  a court  of  equity,  upon  a bill  filed,  as  if  mortgagees  of  the  interest. 

36  Geo.  III.  c.  54.  The  commissioners’  powers  of  selling  or  demising  premises,  acquired  by  them  under  the  above 

Acts,  were  afterwards,  by  the  36  Geo.  III.  c.  54,  limited  and  declared  to  extend  only  to 
the  demising,  selling,  or  granting  such  piece,  or  pieces  of  ground,  over  and  above  what  might  be 
necessary  for  making  wide  and  convenient  streets  as  should  be  in  their  possession  at  the  time  of 
such  demise,  sale,  or  errant,  and  all  covenants  and  agreements  made  by  the  commissioners  forde- 
misincr,  sellino-,  or  granting  any  piece  or  pieces  of  ground  not  actually  in  their  possession  at  the 
time  of  such  covenant  or  assessment  were  declared  void. 

The  commissioners  having,  under  the  powers  given  them  by  the  30  Geo.  III.  c.  19,  bor- 
rowed the  sum  of  77,400/.  upon  debentures  chargeable  upon  the  coal  duty,  and  that  fund 
proving  insufficient  to  discharge  the  sum  borrowed,  and  to  execute  the  purposes  of  the  Act,  it 

39  Geo.  III.  c.  53.  became  necessary  to  provide  further  funds  for  those  purposes,  and  the  Act  39  Geo.  III.  c.  53, 

was  passed,  whereby  the  owners  or  occupiers  of  all  houses  within  the  city  of  Dublin  and  the  limits 
of  the  circular  road  were  obliged  to  take  out  a licence  to  play  at  cards  in  the  house,  and  to  pay 
for  such  licence  certain  duties ; a further  duty  was  imposed  upon  persons  frequenting  club- 
houses ; the  amount  of  sums  raised  by  such  duties  was  vested  in  the  commissioners  of  wide  streets, 
and  they  were  directed  to  appropriate  the  same,  in  the  first  place,  towards  the  making  a conve- 
nient communication  from  Carlisle  Bridge  to  the  Parliament-house,  and,  in  the  next  place,  to 
the  opening  a convenient  communication  from  Carlisle  Bridge,  along  the  river  Liftey,  to  Whites 
Lane,  or  George’s  Quay.  To  complete  these  works  the  commissioners  were  empowered  to  bor- 
row a sum  of?38,985Z.  19s.  7 cl.  upon  debentures  charged  upon  the  above  duties,  and  payable 
with  interest  at  the  rate  of  5 per  cent. ; but  it  being  found  more  convenient  afterwards  to 

40  Geo.  III.  c.  60.  raise  such  sums  by  treasury  bills,  it  was,  by  the  40  Geo.  III.  c.  60,  s.  15,  provided  that  the 

commissioners  of  the  treasury  might  borrow  this,  together  with  a larger  sum,  then  about  to  be 
raised  for  other  purposes,  upon  bills  payable  at  the  treasury,  and  hand  the  said  sum  to  the  com- 
missioners of  wide  streets,  who  should,  half  yearly,  out  of  the  duties,  make  provision  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  interest,  and  for  the  principal,  if  not  renewed ; and  for  the  purpose  of  securing  such 
provisions,  the  duties  were,  by  the  Act,  charged  with  the  payment  of  the  treasury  bills,  and,  in 
case  of  defaults  in  payment  at  the  Exchequer  by  the  commissioners,  the  duties  were  from  thence- 
forth to  vest  in  His  Majesty. 

40  Geo.  III.  c.  61.  The  Act  of  39  Geo.  III.  c.  53,  was  afterwards  amended  by  the  40  Geo.  III.  c.  61,  in  some 
of  the  details  of  the  proceedings ; one  commissioner  being  enabled  to  sit  and  act  in  all  matters 
to  be  tried  by  a jury  under  it ; and  the  commissioners  were  empowered  to  issue  debentures, 
chargeable  on  the  coal  duty,  for  the  sum  of  2‘2,G00/.,  being  the  remainder  of  the  sum  of 
100,000/.  which  they  were,  by  the  30  Geo.  III.  c.  19,  entitled  to  raise,  payable  with  interest,  at 
the  rate  of  6 per  cent.,  to  be  applied  by  them  to  the  same  purposes  as  the  sum  of  77,4001 
already  raised  under  it. 

47  Geo.  III.  cap.  Further  improvements  in  the  city  being  considered  necessary,  and  the  funds  placed  at  the 

lxxiv.  disposal  of  the  commissioners  being  quite  inadequate  to  the  execution  of  them,  the  Local 

Act,  47  Geo.  III.  cap.  lxxiv.,  already  noticed  in  our  account  of  the  grand  jurv  taxation,  was 
passed ; which  enacted,  that  all  the  powers  ancl  provisions  of  the  former  Acts  should  be  extended 
to  the  carrying  the  new  works  into  execution,  pursuant  to  a map  or  plan  theretofore  made,  and 
deposited  with  the  clerk  of  the  peace ; and  that  the  commissioners  of  wide  streets,  or  any  three 
of  them,  might  proceed  therewith;  and,  to  enable  them  so  to  do,  it  was  provided,  that  whenever 
the  commissioners  had  caused  a valuation  to  he  made  of  any  premises  necessary  to  be  taken 
possession  of  for  tTm -purposes  of  the  improvements,  that  a copy  of  the  inquisition  and  finding  ol 
the  jury  should  be  laid  before  the  CSurt  of  King’s  Bench,  on  the  first  sitting-day  of  Easter  or 
Michaelmas  term;  and  that  the  court  should  charge  and  uiiool  the 'grand  jury  of  the  county  of 
the  city,  and  the  grand  jury  of  the  county  of  Dublin,  to  assemble  together ; and  that  it  should  be 
lawful  for  them,  or  twenty-four  of  them,  and  they  were  by  the  Act  required,  to  present  the  whole 
amount  of  such  findings ; and  that  the  sums  so  presented  should  be  raised  by  two  equal  instal- 
ments, one  in  Easter  term,  and  the  other  in  Michaelmas,  from  all  the  houses  and  other  buildings 
in  the  district  of  the  metropolis ; and  for  this  purpose,  that  the  said  houses  might  be  assessed, 
respectively,  with  any  sum  not  exceeding  U.  in  the  pound  in  the  year,  on  the  value  of  the 
houses,  as  valued  for  the  maintenance,  of  the  watch  establishment. 

The  Act  further  directed,  that  the  treasurers  of  the  grand  juries,  respectively,  should  include 
the  sums  so  presented  in  their  warrants  delivered  to  the  collectors ; and  that  the  collector? 
should  pay  the  sums,  from  time  to  time,  as  collected,  into  the  Bank  of  Ireland,  to  the  credit 
of  the  commissioners  of  wide  streets. 

The  collectors  were  by  the  Act  further  required,  seven  days  before  the  sitting-day  of  Easter 
and  Michaelmas  term,  to  return  to  the  treasurer  of  the  grand  juries  respectively,  correct  Its*5 
of  the  persons  by  whom  the  rates,  or  any  part  thereof,  remained  unpaid;  and  that  the  treasures 
should  lay  them  before  the  grand  juries,  who  should  have  power  to  act,  with  respect  to  suen 
arrears,  as  in  respect  to  arrears  of  other  moneys  by  them  presented. 

The  commissioners  were  further  by  the  Act  directed  to  keep  separate  accounts  of  moner= 
levied  by  virtue  of  this  Act ; and  that  they  should  not  apply  the  same,  or  any  part  ^y' 
any  other  purpose  than  those  specified  in  the  Act,  nor  any  of  the  moneys  levied  undei'fim’ 
Acts  to  the  purposes  of  this.  ^ 

The  Act  enabled  die  commissioners  to  borrow  any  sum  of  money  not  exceeding  100,  * 

upon  the  credit  of  the  rates,  payable  with  interest  not  exceeding  six  per  cent. ; and  to  na°r  S8" 
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the  rates  for  securing  the  repayment,  in  manner  specified  in  the  Act,  which  contains  a short  municipal 

form  of  mortgage,  and  an  assignment  thereof,  for  the  purpose;  and  provides  for  the  payment  of  REGULATI0NS- 

the  interest,  by  directing  that  the  secretary  of  the  commissioners  should,  on  the  first  day  of 

Easter  and  Michaelmas  terms,  lay  before  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench  the  amount  of  interest 

due;  and  that  the  court  should  direct  the  grand  juries  to  present  the  whole  amount  of  such 

interest,  to  be  levied  in  the  same  manner  as  the  sums  presented  under  the  findings  on  the 

inquisitions. 

The  Act  further  directs,  that  any  surplus  of  the  sums  so  raised  at  anytime  should  be  applied 
in  the  reduction  of  the  principal;  and  authorizes  the  grand  jury  of  the  city  to  present  50 1,  and 
that  of  the  county  30 /.,  a year,  as  salary  to  the  clerk  of  the  commissioners. 

By  a subsequent  Act,  also  local,  57  Geo.  III.  cap.  xxxix.,  all  the  powers  of  the  former  Acts  57  Geo,  II.  cap. 
were  extended  to  the  making  further  improvements  in  other  parts  of  the  city  therein  specified ; xxx'x- 
the  members  of  parliament  for  the  county  of  Dublin,  for  the  time  being,  were  added  to  the 
board  of  commissioners;  and  they  were  authorized  to  sue,  and  defend  suits,  in  the  name  of  their 


clerk  or  secretary. 

The  same  powers  were  afterwards  extended,  by  the  11  Geo.  IV.  cap.  cx.  (local  and  personal),  n Geo.  IV.  cap.  cx 
to  certain  other  intended  improvements,  also  specified  in  the  Act,  provided  they  should  be 
commenced  within  seven  years  from  the  passing  of  it  (17th  June,  1830) ; and  it  was  declared, 
that  the  commissioners  should  not  be  bound  by  the  finding  of  any  one  jury,  but  might,  if  they 
considered  the  sums  found  excessive,  have  the  premises  valued  by  a new  jury;  they  Indemnify- 
ing the  persons  to  whom  the  finding  had  been  made,  all  such  reasonable  costs  as  they  had  been 
put  to,  in  substantiating  their  claims  before  the  commissioners  and  jury  on  the  rejected 
valuation. 

146.  Under  the  provisions  of  these  several  statutes,  the  present  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Number,  &c.  of 
making  wide  and  convenient  streets  in  the  city  of  Dublin  is  constituted.  It  consists  of  Twenty-  Commissioners, 
five  Members — viz.,  the  lord  mayor  of  the  city  of  Dublin ; twenty  individuals  appointed  by 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  for  life,  being  the  number  originally  appointed  by  the  31  Geo.  II.;  and 
the  members  for  the  city  and  county  of  Dublin,  who  were  added  by  the  Acts  of  the  7 Geo.  III. 
c.  7,  and  57  Geo.  III.  c.  29,  above  mentioned. 

The  twenty  commissioners,  not  official,  vacate  their  offices  under  the  provisions  of  the  23,  24 
Geo.  III.  c.  31,  by  not  attending  at  the  meetings  of  the  board  for  six  months. 

No  Qualification  of  residence,  or  otherwise,  is  necessary  in  the  persons  elected ; but  all  the  Qualifications  of. 
present  commissioners  are  resident  in  Dublin,  or  in  the  neighbourhood. 

The  Board  meets,  generally,  every  Wednesday;  and  the  attendance  is  very  variable.  Three  Meetings  of  Board, 
are  sufficient  to  act : they  have  no  salary  or  emoluments. 


The  Officers  are  a Secretary,  Officers  of 

Clerk, 

Engineer, 

Law  Agent,  and 
Treasurer. 


The  Secretary’s  duties  are,  at  present,  confined  to  the  making  up  the  accounts  of  the  coal-fund.  Secretary, 
and  closing  them,  in  consequence  of  its  discontinuance  in  1832.  Though  the  duty  has  ceased, 
the  account  is  kept  open  in  the  books  of  the  commissioners,  under  the  head  of  the  a Coal 
Duty  Fund,”  there  being  some  premises  purchased  by  the  produce  of  the  duty  not  yet 
disposed  of.  He  attends  the  meetings  of  the  board. 

His  salary  is  184Z.  12s.  Ad.  a year. 

Two  persons,  at  present,  hold  the  office  of  Clerk,  jointly.  They  do  all  the  duty  in  respect  Clerks,  Duties  of. 
of  the  present  funds  of  the  commissioners,  control  the  receipt  and  expenditure,  conduct  the 
proceedings,  in  procuring  valuations  by  jury,  and  contracts  tor  works,  and  in  fact  are  also 
secretaries. 

Their  salary  as  clerk  is  184/.  12s.  Ad. ; and  they  have  also  allowances,  viz. — 


For  office  rents  ........ 

For  a messenger  . . 

For  fees  on  superintending  sales  of  rents,  auctions  of  materials, 
agency  on  receipt  of  rents,  &c.,  amounting  together  to 


£23  1 6 
9 4 8 

52  14  1J 


hey  also  receive  annually  50 Z.  presented  by  the  grand  jury  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  and  30Z. 
^ 'e  gl'^nd  jury  of  the  county,  under  the  47  Geo.  III.  cap.  lxxiv.  as  above  mentioned, 
year  ' ^ aS°  ^*sc^aroe  the  duties  of  civil  engineer,  for  which  they  receive  a salary  of  2 IQ/,  a 

^ sever£d  sums  paid  annually  to  these  officers,  under  the  above  heads,  is 

The  duties  of  the  Civil  Engineer  are  to  lay  out  the  intended  improvements,  to  make  plans  and 
mates,  and  to  inspect  the  works  as  they  proceed.  The  salary  is  above  mentioned, 
in  tk  6 §°'ernors  of  the  Bank  of  Ireland  are  Treasurers,  and  all  moneys  are  paid  into  the  bank 
the  commissioner 

is  re- e.Law  Agent  performs  the  usual  duties  of  a solicitor  and  attorney  to  the  commissioners,  and 
J|un  ursed  in  the  ordinary  manner  of  attorneys,  by  payment  of  his  bills  of  costs, 
prior  toai833Ut  ^ieru  *s  very  large;  the  sums  paid  on  account  of  them  in  the  seven  years 

P 2 


Engineer. 
Treasurer. 
Law  Agent. 
Costs. 
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PECULATIONS. 


Payments  fo  Jurors. 


Funds. 

1.  Rents. 

2.  Balance  of  Coal 
Duty. 


3.  Wide  Street  Tax. 


Under  the  head  of 

Under  the  head  of 

Coal  Duty. 

Wide  Street  Tax. 

Total. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  A. 

d. 

1827 

7 91  2 7 .. 

..  424  5 5 .. 

..  1,215  8 

0 

1828 

..  1,617  2 7 .. 

..  292  0 2 .. 

. . 1,909  2 

9 

1829 

1,018  2 8 .. 

..  120  17  10  .. 

• . 1,139  0 

7 

1830 

..  1,223  9 0 .. 

. . 656  14  4 

. . 1,880  3 

4 

1831 

481  9 5 .. 

..  657  18  10  .. 

. . 1,139  8 

3 

1832 

..  1,289  12  10  .. 

..  643  3 8 .. 

. . 1,932  16 

6 

1833 

160  3 9 .. 

..  255  3 8 .. 

415  7 

5 

£6,581  2 10 

£3,050  3 11 

£9,631  6 

9 

Making  on  an  average  1,375/.  18a. 

lc?.  a year. 

The  above  sum  of  9,63 1 Z.  6 a.  9 d.,  paid  to  the  solicitor,  is  exclusive  of  a number  of  other 
charges  which  appear  in  the  accounts  of  the  Commissioners,  and  which  may  properly  be  con- 
sidered to  belong  to  the  head  of  costs,  though  entered  in  the  accounts  under  different  heads. 
These,  with  the  amount  paid  on  account  of  them  during  the  same  seven  years,  are  as  follows;— 

Compensation  to  Juries  ....  £1,789  4 0 

Counsel’s  fees  .....  437  13  0 

Clerk  of  Crown’s  fees  . . . . 75  14  10 

Sums  paid  to  witnesses,  &c.  . . . 310  5 0 , 

Advertising  .....  853  11  1 


£3,466  7 11 

These  items,  together  with  the  above  sum  paid  to  the  solicitor,  make  the  amount  of  law 
expenses  during  those  seven  years  13,097/.  14  a.  8&,  or  on  an  average  1,871/.  Os.  lOd.  a year. 

This  sum  appears  very  large,  but  not  having  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  the  bills  of 
costs,  we  cannot  say  whether  the  expense  was  necessarily  incurred  or  the  charges  reasonable  in 
amount. 

Some  deeds  of  conveyance,  however,  of  premises,  both  to  and  from  the  Commissioners,  were 
before  us,  which  ran,  as  we  think,  in  their  recitals  to  very  unnecessary  length ; and  it  appeared 
that  the  concise  form  of  mortgage  of  the  rates  prescribed  by  the  Act  of  Parliament  had  not,  in 
all  cases,  been  adopted. 

The  large  sum  of  1,789/.  4s.,  charged  as  Compensation  to  Juries,  originates  in  a practice  some 
time  since  adopted,  and  now  sanctioned  by  a resolution  of  the  Commissioners,  of  paying  a 
guinea  a day  to  all  the  jurors  on  the  inquisitions.  This  practice  was  adopted  in  consequence 
of  the  findings  of  the  juries,  who  previously  served  without  recompence,  being  considered 
very  much  beyond  the  value ; and  it  is  stated  that  the  public  are  much  benefited  by  the 
change,  the  attendance  of  a more  respectable  class  of  jurors  being  thus  secured,  and  a 
necessity  of  so  frequently  rejecting  the  findings  prevented. 

We  had  not  the  means  oi  forming  an  opinion  whether  such  reasons  are  sufficient  to  counter- 
balance the  risk  of  abuse  to  which  the  practice  is  exposed,  there  being  no  control  over  the 
sheriff  in  making  up  the  panel;  and  it  certainly  is  a practice  not  sanctioned  bv  any  Act  of 
Parliament.  J J 

147.  The  only  Funds  which  the  Commissioners  have  at  their  disposal,  since  the  coal  duty 
ceased  in  March,  1832,  are, — 

1st.  The  Rents  of  certain  premises  purchased  with  the  produce  of  the  duty,  for  the  purpose 
of  making  improvements,  and  not  yet  disposed  of.  These  amount  to  the  sum  of  564 1.  6a  a 
year. 

2d.  A sum  of  money  remaining  in  bank,  being  the  balance  on  the  account  of  sums  levied 
tor  that  duty  and  not  yet  expended. 

This  balance,  when  the  duty  ceased,  was  not  of  any  considerable  amount,  and,  much  of  the 
expenses  of  the  establishment  which  the  rents  would  not  extend  to  pay  having  been  cast 
upon  this  fund,  it  is  now  almost,  if  not  entirely  exhausted. 

. 3d‘  The  Wide  Street  Tax,  being  a tax  levied  under  the  47  Geo.  III.  cap.  lxxiv.  above  men- 
tmned,  upon  all  houses  m the  city  and  suburbs,  and  bearing  a certain  proportion  to  the  watch 
tax.  This  tax  produces  from  5,100/.  to  5,500 Z.  a year;  but  complaints  are  made  by  the 
commissioners  of  Wide  Streets  of  the  manner  in  which  it  is  collected,  and  they  seem  to  think 
that,  it  might  be  made  much  more  productive. 

The  Act  directs,  that  the  Grand  Juries  of  the  county  of  the  city  and  county  of  Dublin  should, 
by  requisitions  signed  by  their  treasurer  respectively,  require  the  proper  officer  to  furnish  to  the 
said  treasurer,  within  twenty  da.ys  after  the  end  of  each  term,  true  and  correct  lists  of  all  houses 
or  other  buddings  within  the  district  of  the  metropolis  which  then  were  or  thereafter  should 
be  liable  to  be  rated  towards  the  maintenance  of  the  watch  establishment  of  the  city,  and  of 
™e  valuations  according  to  which  such  houses  or  other  building  then  were  or  thereafter 
should  be  rated  towards  the  maintenance  of  that  establishment;  and  also  yearly  and  every' year 
during  the  continuance  of  any  such  half-yearly  rate,  by  like  requisition,  to  be  made  two  calen- 
dar months  before  the  sitting-day  of  Easter  term,  to  require  the  said  officer  to  furnish  to  the 
treasurers  respectively,  within  twenty-one  days  before  the  sitting-day  of  Easter  term,  true  and 
coriec  s s o all  such  houses  and  other  buildings  within  the  respective  counties  as  may  ha.w 
been  valued  under  the  authority  of  any  Act  of  Parliament  for  regulating  the  peace  establish- 
ment of  the  said  district,  or  of  any  other  law  subsequent  to  the  then  last  return  made  pursu- 
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ant  to  this  Act ; and  the  said  officers  were  thereby  respectively  required  to  transmit  to  the  said 
treasurers  respectively,  at  the  respective  times,  such  lists  and  returns  verified  by  affidavit : and 
the  Act  provides  that  the  said  treasurers,  respectively,  shall  make  the  rates  by  such  lists]  and 
deliver  the  same  to  the  collectors,  who  shall  collect  and  account  for  the  same. 

By  the  23d  section,  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  county  of  the  city  is  empowered  to  present  a 
sum  of  money  not  exceeding  100/.,  and  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  county  anv  sum  not  exceeding 
50/.,  at  each  Easter  and  Michaelmas  Term,  for  their  respective  treasurers  and  secretaries  in  such 
shares  as  they  shall  think  proper,  in  consideration  of  the  trouble  and  expense  of  the  said 
treasurers  and  secretaries  m making  out  the  said  lists  and  returns,  and  in  drawing  and  enter- 
ing the  presentments  and  making  out  hooks  of  collection. 

The  Commissioners  of  Wide  Streets  having  obtained  abstracts  of  the  Accounts  of  the  Collectors 
of  the  Wide  Street  Tax,  showing  the  arrears,  both  solvent  and  insolvent.,  and  returns  of  the 
collectors  of  the  watch  tax,  distinguishing  also  the  solvent  and  insolvent  arrears,  have  found 
that,  the  arrears  of  wide  street  tax,  returned  as  insolvent,  bear  a much  larger  proportion  to  the 
sums  levied  under  that  tax  than  the  arrears  of  watch  tax  to  the  sums  levied  for  the  same  period 
though  the  Act  imposes  the  wide  street  tax  upon  the  same  houses,  and  directs  the  collection  to  be 
in  the  proportion  of  Is.  in  the  pound  on  the  value  as  assessed  for  the  watch  tax. 

The  commissioners  complain  that  there  is  no  investigation  of  the  collectors’  returns  of  insol- 
vent arrears ; but  that  the  collectors  having  made  oath  of  the  correctness  of  their  returns,  the 
arrears  appearing  upon  them  as  insolvent  are  struck  out  of  the  collection  without  further 
inquiry,  and  not  afterwards  claimed.  They  state,  also,  that  the  collectors  have  been  accustomed 
to  include  in  their  returns  of  insolvents’  arrears  the  amount  of  the  assessments  upon  certain 
houses,  whose  owners  are  perfectly  solvent,  but  who  consider  themselves  exempted,  and  are  so 
admitted  by  the  collectors,  as  holding  certain  city  and  parochial  offices,  and,  as  such,  not  liable 
to  the  payment  of  the  tax ; and  they  state,  that  there  is  no  examination  of  the  lists,  or  of  the 
collection,  which  continue  to  be  made,  year  after  year,  by  the  same  persons  whose  affidavits  are 
taken  as  conclusive  and  satisfactory,  without  any  check  or  investigation,  though  the  commis- 
sioners have  made  complaints  on  the  subject  to  the  city  grand  jury. 

With  respect  to  the  collection  in  that  part  of  the  metropolis  which  lies  in  the  County  of 
Dublin,  the  Commissioners  state,  that  they  have  made  application  to  the  grand  jury,  but  have 
not  been  able  to  obtain  such  documents  from  them  as  would  enable  them  to  examine  into  the 
mode  of  collection ; but  they  state,  that  it  appeared  by  books  submitted  to  their  inspection  by 
the  treasurer  of  the  county,  and  purporting  to  be  the  applotment  of  the  houses  in  the  county 
of  Dublin,  subject  to  wide  street  tax,  that  the  applotment  contained  in  it  was  made  in  the 
year  1813,  and  that  it  appeared  by  memorandums  in  it,  signed  by  the  treasurer,  that  additions 
were  made  to  the  list  on  the  27th  May,  1815,  5th  June,  1816,  and  20th  May,  1820,  after 
which  time  no  additions  appeared  to  have  been  made ; and,  as  the  treasurer  stated  that  this 
book  contained  the  applotment  upon  which  the  collection  was  then  made,  they  complain  that 
the  provisions  of  the  22d  and  23d  sections  of  the  Act  above  mentioned  (47  Geo.  III.  cap.  lxxiv.) 
are  not  complied  with,  and  that  by  reason  thereof  houses  are  not  regularly  brought  into  charge 
when  they  ought. 

The  applotment  on  the  county  district  of  the  metropolis  has  continued  for  the  last  ten  years, 
each  Easter  and  Michaelmas  term,  as  follows : — 


MUNICIPAL 

REGULATIONS. 


Collection  of  "Wide 
Street  Tax. 


Coolock  Barony £330  5 9 

Donore 86  14  2 

St.  Sepulchre’s  . . . . . . 133  13  3 

St.  Patrick’s 13  12  0 

Newcastle  . . . ..452 

The  sum  paid  by  the  collector  of  Coolock  Barony  has  been  240/.  each  term,  without  any 
variation,  since  Michaelmas,  1826,  leaving  the  same  sum,  90/.  5s.  9 d.,  each  term  as  the  amount 
or  insolvent  arrears.  The  collector  of  Newcastle  has  not  paid  any  thing  for  several  years, 
alleging  that  the  owners  of  houses  there  many  years  ago  effectually  resisted  the  payment  of  the 
f\Ul  ?at  <^str*ct  5 warrants  have  been  regularly  issued  each  term  since  for  the  collection 
ot  the  above  sum,  but  no  levy  has  been  made. 

It  appears,  we  think,  that  the  mode  of  collection  of  this  tax  has  not.  been  under  such 
control  of  the  Commissioners  of  Wide  Streets  as  it  should  have  been,  and  that  the  Commis- 
sioners have  not  sufficient,  or  indeed  any,  means  or  opportunity  of  checking  and  regulating  the 
co  ection  of  the  tax,  which  is  now  almost  their  only  source  of  revenue. 

he  termination  of  the  coal  duty  and  failure  of  all  funds  derived  from  that  source 
* uPon  which  the  entire  expense  of  the  establishment  has  hitherto  been  cast 
^ 6 T,i  ^ree*'  *ax  being  by  the  Act  allocated  to  specific  purposes),  make  it  quite  iiidis- 
pensable  that  some  change  should  be  made  in  the  powers  of  the  Commissioners,  if  the 
•a.  s*1ment  be  continued.  The  following  is  a tabular  abstract  of  the  accounts  of  the  Com-  Expenditure. 
l«970rierSj  QCQ0ntah™S  a statement  of  their  income  and  expenditure  for  the  seven  years  from 
str”'t  ^ 1833,  distinguishing  those  relating  to  the  coal  duty  from  those  on  foot  of  the  wide 
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By  this  statement,  it  will  he.  seen  that  the  balance  of  the  sums  received  on  account  of  coal  municipal 

duty  remaining  m the  hands  ol  the  commissioners,  at  the  end  of  the  year  1833  was  but  REGULATIONS. 
1 023/.  If.  9 d.,  and  is  now  probably  quite  exhausted.  J ’ 

'The  only  observations  which  the  particulars  of  the  expenditure  seem  to  require  have  been 
already  made  in  speaking  ot  the  solicitor  s costs. 

The  interest  payable  to  government  is  upon  a sum  of  36,895/.  6s.  5 cl.,  which  was  borrowed  Debt, 
from  individuals  upon  the. security  of  the  wide  street  tax,  payable  with  interest  at  6 per  cent 
Government  afterwards  advanced  money  to  pay  off  the  debt  at  3 per  cent.,  and  a sum  of 
553/.  8s.  7d.  is  presented  by  the  grand  juries  of  the  county  of  the  city  and  county  of  Dublin  at 
each  Easter  and  Michaelmas  term  to  pay  the  interest.  ’ 

These  sums,  together  with  the  others,  presented  as  instalments,  of  the  sums  found  from  time 
to  time  by  the  valuation  juries  pursuant  to  the  Acts,  amount  annually  to  from  S lOOf  to 
5,500b,  being  the  full  amount  of  Is.  in  the  pound  on  the  value  of  houses,  accordine  to  the 
valuation  of  the  watch  tax  establishment  in  the  city,  the  maximum  of  the  rate  which  the  com- 
missioners  are  empowered  to  levy. 

Some  of  the  improvements,  specified  in  the  several  Acts  of  Parliament,  have  been  long  since 
completed,  some  are  still  in  progress,  and  others  are  yet  in  contemplation.  5 


The  taxes  we  have  mentioned,  and  some  other  local  charges  on  the  city  of  Dublin,  the  chief  Valuation  of 
of  which  is  the  pipe-water  rent  hereinafter  noticed,  are  assessed  in  certain  proportions  on  the  City  for  Local 
houses  m the  city,  chiefly  m reference  to  the  charge  called  Minister’s  Money.  We  have  specified  Taxation, 
some  of  the  proportionate  rates  in  our  account  of  the  watch  tax,  paving  tax,  &c.  It.  is  usually  Minis,er’s  Money, 
computed  that  each  house,  under  the  various  assessments  for  local  taxation,  is  liable  to  taxes  in 
the  proportion  of  1/.  to  each  shilling  of  the  minister’s  money  at  which  it  is  rated.  Thus  a 
house  rated  at  10f.  minister’s  money,  is  computed  to  be  liable  in  the  whole  to  10/.  a year  for  this  and 
the  other  objects  of  local  taxation.  This  is  in  fact  rather  higher  than  the  exact  amount ; but  it 
shews  the  effect  of  the  principle  hitherto  adopted.  To  that  principle  very  serious  objections 
apply,  and  have  been  repeatedly  urged  whenever  the  local  taxation  of  Dublin  has  been  made  a 
subject  of  consideration. 

^The  charge  for  minister’s  money  was  first  established  in  the  year  1665,  by  the  Irish  statute 
1 7, 18  Car.  II.  c.  7. 

This  statute,  enables  the  lord-lieutenant,  or  chief  governor,  and  six  ormore  of  the  privy 
council  of  Ireland,  to  allot  any  sums  to  he  paid  to  the  respective  incumbents  within  the  city  and 
suburbs  of  Dublin,  and  liberties  thereto  adjoining  (and  other  cities  and  towns  corporate),  who 
ha\e  actual  cure  of  souls  in  each  parish,  out  of  each  house  and  houses  belonging  to  the  parish, 
whether  by  apportioning  the  said  money  and  payments  according  to  the  yearly  value  of  each  house 
or  otherwise,  so  as  the  same  exceed  not  twelve-pence  for  every  pound  of  the  yearly  value  of  each 
house— such  yearly  value  to  be  intended  as  the  same  shall  be  valued  on  oath  by  persons  to  be 
authorized  by  commission  under  the  great  seal,  by  direction  of  the  lord-lieutenant,  &c.  for  the 
time  being ; in  which  valuation,  if  it  shall  happen  that  any  house  shall  be  valued  above  60/. 
per  annum,  yet  the  commissioner  are  to  return  such  house,  but  at  60/.  per  annum. 

Under  this  statute,  valuations  have  been  made  from  time  to  time  in  the  several  parishes  ; and 
on  those  valuations  the  rates  of  other  local  taxes  are  founded.  Many  of  these  valuations  are  of 
very  early  date,  and  were  made  in  some  of  the  parishes,  when  they  in  fact  were  the  chief  resi- 
nf™-  'Jetter  anc^  more  °pulcnt.  classes.  Changes  of  times  and  fashion — the  natural  decay 
ot  buildings— and  the  progress  of  improvement  in  more  modern  parts  of  the  city — have  produced 
in  almost  all  the  ancient  districts  a gradual  deterioration  in  the  value  of  the  houses,  and  a serious 
c ange  for  the  worse  in  the  condition  and  ability  of  the.  classes  which  inhabit  them.  The  valua- 
10ns  tor  minister  s money  remain,  however,  unchanged  ; and  it  in  consequence  happens  that  the 
u ost  inequality  of  taxation  prevails  throughout  the.  city,  especially  in  the  ancient  and  most 
impoverished  districts.  The  pressure  of  this  inequality  has  a tendency  to  aggravate  the  evil  which 
produces  it,  and  to  depress  still  lower  the  value  of  property  thus  encumbered. 

rom  the  excessive  valuations  for  minister’s  money,  many  houses  are  rated  for  taxes  on  a 
e winch  their  occupiers  are  quite  unable  to  discharge,  and,  nominally  presenting  a large 
assessment,  they  are  really  unproductive.  5 S S 

vear  “1just^ce  ^ system  have  been  long  complained  of,  and  at  length,  in  the  New  Valuation, 

: ree°mmendation  of  the  committee  of  "the  House  of  Commons  on  the  local 

snnalw-  °,i  ’ *n  an  Act  of  Parliament  was  passed  (5  Geo.  IV.  cap.  cxviii.  local  and  per- 

; or  the  purpose  of  having  a New  and  General  Valuation  of  houses  in  the  city  of  Dublin. 

OctnV.T'^i'^OQ1161^  ,were  appointed  under  this  Act,  who  completed  their  valuation  to  the  20th 
bv  ord  T>  e w re^urne<^  ^ *°  Government  on  the  18th  June,  ] 830.  It  has  been  since  printed 
taken  tn  3 ^ Commons,  7th  January,  1833;  but  no  effective  steps  have  yet  been 
Thp  f n ™ 11  m redress  of  the  grievances  we  have  noticed, 
o owing  are  some  of  the  general  results  of  the  valuation : — 

Parishes,  &c. 

St.  Peter 
St.  Mark 
St  Anne 
St.  Andrew 
St.  John 
St.  Werburgh- 
St  Bridget 
St  Michael  - . . 

St.  Nicholas  Wiihiiv 


No.  of  Houses. 

Valuation. 

Minister’s  Money 

Proportion  of  Minister's 
Money  to  Valuation, 

• 2,260 

£124,165 

£1086 

1 - 1 1 5th 

1,076 

38,592 

330 

1-1 17th 

785 

56,812 

588 

1 -95th 

• 731 

46,022 

529 

l-87th 

291 

9,846 

118 

l-83d 

• 214 

11,602 

200 

l-58th 

732 

23,377 

286 

l-81st 

• 112 
iiiv  103 

3,670 

50 

l-73d 

3,929 

38 

. l-101st 
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Parishes,  &c. 


No.  of  Houses. 


Valuation. 


Minister’s  Money  Proportion  of  Minister’s 
as  rated.  Money  to  Valuation. 


St  Nicholas  Without 

871 

18,226 

207 

l-88th 

St.  Patrick’s  Liberty 

123 

3,027 

(Extra  parochial.) 

St.  Audeon 

426 

19,399 

220 

1-S8th  . 

St  Catherine 

1,264 

31,921 

395 

l-80th 

St.  Luke 

337 

7,654 

92 

. l-83d 

St.  Janies 

625 

13,176 

109 

1- 120th 

St.  Thomas 

1,373 

65,537 

684 

l-95th 

St.  George 

1,261 

63,900 

628 

l-101st 

St.  Mary  . . 

2,018 

91,895 

974 

l-94tli 

St  Michan 

1,464 

43,568 

488  ' 

. l-90t’n 

St.  Paul 

786 

21,632 

255 

l-83d 

Grange  Gorman 

472  • 

6,102 

(Not  rated  to  Minister’s  Money.) 

17,324 

704,752 

7,277 

e proportion  of  minister’s  money  to  amount 

of  valuation. 

omitting  Patrick’s  Liberty 

and  Grange  Gorman,  nearly  l-97th. 

Average  value  of  all  the  houses  in  each  parish,  according  to  the  rate  of  valuation  adopted 
by  the  commissioners,  and  number  of  houses  not  rated  over  10Z.  annual  value  in  each  parish 


Average  Value.  Not  valued  . Proportion  of  such  Houses 

above  10/.  to  the  whole. 


St.  Peter 

£55  5 

0 

397 

about 

l-6th 

St.  Mark 

35  17 

3 

235 

„ 

l-4th 

St.  Anne 

73  18 

8 

17 

l-46th 

St.  Andrew 

62  19 

1 

17 

l-43rd 

St.  John 

33  16 

8 

36 

„ 

l-8th 

St.  Werburgh 

58  0 

2 

7 

l-30th 

St  Bridget 

311  8 

8 

66 

1-1 1th 

St.  Michael 

32  15 

4 

17 

l-6th 

St.  Nicholas  Within 

38  2 

10 

8 

1-1 3th. 

St.  Nicholas  Without 

20  16 

2 

217 

„ 

l-4th 

St.  Patrick’s  Liberty 

24  12 

2 

31 

„ 

l-4th 

St.  Audeon 

45  10 

9 

59 

„ 

l-7th 

St  Catherine 

25  5 

0 

352 

„ 

l-7th 

St  Luke 

22  14 

3 

111 

„ 

l-3rd 

St.  J ames 

21  1 

7 

264 

„ 

5- 12th 

St  Thomas 

47  14 

7 

221 

„ 

l-6th 

St.  George 

50  13 

8 

293 

l-4th 

St.  Thorny 

45  10 

9 

192 

l-10tli 

St.  Michan 

29  15 

2 

252 

l-6th 

St.  Paul 

27  10 

5 

180 

l-4th 

Grange  Gorman 

12  18 

6 

249 

l-2d 

Average  valuation  of  all  the  houses  in  the  several  parishes 

£ 40 

13  7 

Total  number  not  valued  over  10/. 

3,211 

0 0 

By  tile  12th  section  of  the  Act  the  commissioners  were  directed  to  distribute  and  divide  all 
the  houses  and  premises  valued  by  them  " into  such  number  of  classes  or  divisions  as  the  several 
gradations  in  value  of  such  houses  and  premises  shall,  in  the  opinion  of  the  commissioners, 
render  necessary,  not  exceeding  twenty  classes  in  the  whole.” 

They  accordingly  divided  the  houses,  &c.  into  twenty  classes,  according  to  the  following 
gradations.  We  annex  the  total  number  of  houses  returned  in  each  class : — 


Class 

1. 

Houses 

Gradation. 

exceeding  £300  annual  value 

Total  Number 
of  Houses  in 
each  Class. 

45 

2. 

„ 

above 

250  and  to  £300  inclusive 

21 

3. 

„ 

n 

200  , 

250 

61 

4. 

s) 

150  , 

200 

. 25 

5. 

}) 

n 

125  , 

150 

. 270 

6. 

100  , 

125 

. 383 

7. 

80  , 

100 

. 691 

8. 

u 

70  , 

80 

. 545 

9. 

60  , 

70  „ 

. 936 

10. 

50  , 

60 

. 1,141 

11. 

45  , 

50 

. 858 

12. 

40  , 

45 

. 834 

13. 

35 

40 

. 1,176 

14. 

J} 

30  , 

35 

v U38 

15. 

25  , 

30 

. 1,240 

16. 

20  , 

25 

. 1,315 

17. 

15  , 

20 

. 1,332 

IS. 

10  , 

15 

. 1,860 

19. 

u 

5 . 

10 

. 1,657 

20. 

at  and  under  5 

, 

. 1,554 
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SOUTHERN  CIRCUIT page  1 

MIDLAND  CIRCUIT 115 

WESTERN  CIRCUIT ,.273 

SOUTH-EASTERN  CIRCUIT „ 445 

NORTH-EASTERN  CIRCUIT „ 641 


NAME  OF  PLACE. 

CIRCUIT. 

Page. 

NAME  OF  PLACE. 

CIRCUIT. 

Page. 

Antrim 

. Antrim 

N.  E. 

643 

Gowran 

Kilkenny 

S.  E. 

515 

. Louth 

N.  E. 

649 

Ardfert 

. Kerry 

W. 

275 

Harristown  . 

. Kildare 

M. 

177 

Armagh 

Armagh 

N.  E. 

669 

Askeaton 

Limerick 

W. 

2S1 

Inistioge 

. Kilkenny 

S.  E. 

519 

Athboy 

. Meath 

M. 

117 

Irishtown 

J Kilkenny] 

S.  E. 

531 

Athenry 

Galway 

W. 

285 

1 (City)  1 

Westmeath  "j 

and  > 

M. 

123 

Kells  . . 

Meath 

M. 

179 

1 

Roscommon] 

Kilbeggan  . 

WTestmeath 

M. 

139 

Athy  . . 

Kildare 

M. 

139 

Kildare 

. Kildare 

M. 

195 

Ballinakill  . 

Queen’s 

M. 

147 

Kilkenny  . 

(Kilkenny! 

’I  (City)  ( 

S.  E. 

531 

Baltimore  . 

. . Cork 

S. 

3 

Kilmallock 

. Limerick 

S. 

67 

Baltinglass 

. Wicklow 

M. 

151 

Kinsale 

Cork 

S. 

73 

Banagher  . 

. . King’s 

M. 

155 

Knocktopher 

. Kilkenny 

S.  E. 

553 

Bandon  Bridge 

. Cork 

s. 

5 

Bangor 

. Down 

N.  E. 

687 

Lanesborough 

. Longford 

W. 

335 

Bannow 

Wexford 

S.  E. 

447 

Limerick 

j Limerick] 

W. 

Belfast 

. Antrim 

N.  E. 

695 

•]  (City)  ( 

aan 

Blessington 

. Wicklow 

M. 

161 

Lismore 

Waterford 

s. 

85 

Callan  . . 

. Kilkenny 

S.  E. 

449 

Mallow 

. . Cork 

s. 

S9 

Cariesfort 

. Wicklow 

S.  E. 

455 

Maryborough 

. Queen’s 

M. 

201 

Carlingford 

. Louth 

N.  E. 

735 

Middleton  . 

. . Cork 

S. 

93 

Carlow  . 

. Carlow 

M. 

163 

Carrickfergus 

Carrickfer-  ] 
gus  (Town)] 

N.  E. 

741 

Naas  . . 

Navan  . 

. Kildare 
. Meath 

M. 

M. 

211 

225 

Cashel 

. Tipperary 

S.  E. 

459 

Newcastle  . 

. Dublin 

M. 

233 

Castlebar 

. . Mayo 

W. 

293 

S.  E. 

555 

Castle-Martyr 

. . Cork 

S. 

11 

Charlemont 

. Armagh 

N.  E. 

789 

Old  Leighlin 

. Carlow 

M. 

235 

Charleville  . 

. . Cork 

S. 

15 

Clonmel  . 

f Tipperary] 

Philipstown 

. King’s 

M. 

237 

.<  and 

S.E. 

477 

(Queen's! 

(Waterford] 

Portarlington 

M. 

243 

Clonmines 

. Wexford 

S.  E. 

491 

1 King’s  J 

Cloughnakilty 

. Cork 

S. 

19 

Cork  . 

Cork  (City) 

s. 

25 

Bathcormac 

. . Cork 

S. 

97 

Dingle 

Ratoath 

Meath 

M. 

255 

. . Kerry 

w. 

297 

W. 

413 

Doneraile 

s. 

Swords 

. Dublin 

M. 

257 

Downpatrick 

Down 

N.  E. 

795 

Duleek  . 

. Meath 

M. 

171 

S.  E. 

569 

Dungarvan  . 

Waterford 

S. 

61 

Tallagh 

Waterford 

S. 

99 

Ennis 

Thomastown 

S.  E. 

571 

. . Clare 

w. 

307 

W. 

419 

Enniscorthy  . 

. Wexford 

S.  E. 

493 

Trim 

. Meath 

M. 

263 

Tuam  . 

W. 

429 

P'eathard 

. Wexford 

S.  E. 

507 

Roscommon 

W. 

443 

Fethard  , 

Tipperary 

S.  E. 

499 

Fore  . . 

Westmeath 

M. 

175 

Waterford  . 

(Waterford] 

1 (City)  f 
. Wexford 

S.  E. 

577 

Galway 

J Galway" 

W. 

315 

Wexford 

S.  E. 

619 

{(Town)/ 

Wicklow  . 

. Wicklow 

S.  E. 

633 

borough 

j-  Wexford 

S.E. 

509 

Youghal 

. . Cork 

S. 

103 

ERRATA. 

In  page  173,  for  15th  December  1338,  11  Edward  III.  p.  1.  m.  3,  read  15th  September  1824,  12  Edward  I.,  R*>t- 
Antiquis8.  art.  9. 

j j 461,  line  20,  for  15  Henry  III.  read  13  Henry  IH. ; and  in  page  467,  the  sums  should  be 
£.  s.  d. 

59  5 0 
700  0 0 
89  1 6 
177  8 6 

£1,025  15  0 
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COUNTIES. 


CORK.  LIMERICK. 

CORK,  (City).  WATERFORD. 


TOWNS. 

1.  Baltimore County  of  Cork. 

2.  Bandon  Bridge Ditto. 

3.  Castle  Martyr  Ditto. 

4.  Ciiarleville Ditto. 

5.  Cloughnakilty Ditto. 

6.  Cork  County  of  the  City  of. 

7.  Doneraile County  of  Cork. 

8.  Dungarvan  County  of  Waterford. 

9.  Kilmallock. County  of  Limerick. 

10.  Kinsale  County  of  Cork. 

11.  Lismore County  of  Waterford. 

12.  Mallow County  of  Cork. 

13.  Middleton  . Ditto. 

14.  Rathcormac Ditto. 

15.  Tallagh County  of  Waterford. 

16.  Youghal  ........  County  of  Cork. 


Commissioners. 
ACHESON  LYLE,  Esq. 
PHILIP  FOGARTY,  Esq. 
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REPORTS  FROM  COMMISSIONERS  ON 


BALTIMORE. 


BOROUGH  OF  BALTIMORE. 


Limits. 


Right  to  return 
Members  to  Par- 
liament. 


Charters. 
Of  James  I. 


Of  James  II. 


Corporation, 

extinct. 

Water  Bailiff. 


Dues. 


Emoluments  of. 

Duty  of. 
Quayage. 

Port,  Limits  of. 
Manor  Court. 

Fairs,  &c. 

Population  and 
Statistics. 


1.  THE  Limits  of  the  ancient  Borough  of  Baltimore  are  not  easily  described  by  local 
marks.  They  embraced  a part  of  the  Mauor  of  Baltimore,  extending  for  about  a quarter  of 
a mile  round  the  town  by  land. 

2.  It  returned  two  Members  to  the  Irish  Parliament,  the  Right  of  voting  being  in  house- 
holders resident  within  the  limits  of  the  borough,  and  the  seneschal  of  the  manor  being  the 
returning  officer.  The  borough  is  the  property  of  Lord  Carberry;  and  a sum  of  £15,000 
was  awarded  to  him  at  the  Union,  as  compensation  for  the  loss  of  the  power  of  sending 
Members  to  Parliament. 

3.  A Charter  of  incorporation  was  granted  to  the  inhabitants,  dated  the  25th  March, 
11  James  I.,  (a.  d.  1613,)  enrolled  in  Chancery  (Rot.  Pat.  11  Jac.  I.  p.  1,  m.  1 ;)  the 
corporation  to  consist  of  a sovereign,  12  burgesses,  and  a commonalty ; the  sovereign  and 
burgesses  to  have  the  return  of  the  Members  to  Parliament.  Power  was  given  to  hold  a 
Court  of  Record  before  the  sovereign  in  personal  actions  not  exceeding  five  marks  ; it  contained 
the  provisions  usual  in  other  charters  of  the  same  year. 

Another  charter  is  extant  of  the  9th  April,  5 James  II.,  (a.  d.  1689,)  enrolled  in  Chancerv. 
(Rot.  Pat.  5 Jac.  II.  p.  2,  m.  1,)  which  date  is  after  the  accession  of  William  III.  It 
recites  that  the  provost,  free  burgesses,  and  commonalty  had  enjoyed  many  privileges,  which 
had  been  seized  into  the  King’s  hands  by  a judgment  of  the  Exchequer. 

There  is  now  no  trace  of  a corporation,  or  any  corporate  officers  in  existence  in  the  town. 

4.  The  only  official  person  within  it  at  present  is  a Water  Bailiff,  who  is  appointed  by  Lord 
Carberry,  the  lord  of  the  manor,  and,  by  his  authority  collects  certain  dues  from  all  vessels 
not  belonging  to  the  port,  of  Baltimore,  which  come  into  it,  whether  they  discharge  or  not, 


viz. 

s.  d. 

From  every  hooker 

- 

1 0 

From  every  sloop  or  schooner 

- 

2 6 

From  every  brig  - 

- 

3 6 

From  every  ship  - 

- 

4 6 

And  from  foreign  vessels,  double  the  above  dues. 

These  dues  amount  to  about  £8  per  annum,  and  are  taken  by  the  water  bailiff  for  his 
own  use,  being  the  only  salary  or  Emolument,  which  he  has.  The  right  to  take  them  has  been 
sometimes  resisted,  but  the  tolls  being  of  small  amount,  and  the  custom  of  taking  them 
ancient,  the  claim  is  generally  yielded  to. 

5.  The  only  Duty  which  the  water  bailiff  has  to  perform  is  to  keep  up  a perch  upon  a 
hidden  rock  within  the  harbour. 

6.  Vessels  discharging  at  a pier  built  in  the  harbour,  near  the  town,  are  also  liable  to  the 
payment  of  a small  sum  for  Quayage.  This  is  collected  by  a person  also  appointed  by 
Lord  Carberry,  without  salary,  and  the  amount,  not  more  than  30s.  in  the  year,  is  laid  out 
in  repairs  of  the  pier. 

7.  The  Port  of  Baltimore,  within  which  the  above  dues  are  collected,  extends  up  to  Skib- 
bereen,  in  one  channel  of  the  arm  of  the  sea  which  forms  it,  and  to  BalUnahole  and  Bowing- 
water,  in  the  two  others. 

8.  A Court  for  the  Manor  of  Baltimore  was  formerly  held  in  the  town,  before  the  seneschal, 
but  has  lately  been  removed  to  a more  central  part  of  the  manor ; and  no  courts  or  sessions 
of  any  kind  are  now  held  in  the  town. 

9.  There  are  no  Fairs  or  Markets  held  in  it,  nor  is  there  any  police,  nor  any  local 
charities. 


There  are  between  fifty  and  sixty  vessels  above  fifteen  tons  burden  belonging  to  the  pod, 
and  a considerable  coasting  trade,  consisting  principally  of  the  export  of  corn  and  potatoes,  is 
carried  on ; but  most  of  this  is  from  Skibbereen,  and  other  places  higher  up  the  channel  than 
the  town  of  Baltimore. 

There  is  no  manufacture,  and  the  town  is  very  poor,  and  does  not  seem  to  he  improving. 

'The  following  Return  includes  a village  of  the  same  name,  situate  near,  but  not  within,  the 
limits  of  the  ancient  borough,  the  inhabitants  of  which  cannot  be  more  than  200 : 
Population  : males  230 ; females  229.  Total  459 


Families  employed  in  agriculture  - - 20 

„ „ trade  - - - 13 

„ not  comprised  in  those  classes  - 53 
Number  of  houses  - - - - - 77 


ACHESON  LYLE,  1 Commissioners- 
PHILIP  FOGARTY, }C 
N.  B.  Inquiry  held  on  the  26th  of  September  1833. 
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CORK. 


BANDON  BRIDGE. 


BOROUGH  OF  BANDON  BRIDGE. 


1.  THIS  town  was  incorporated  by  Charter,  dated  the  I3th  March,  11  James  I.  (a.  d. 
1613,  14,)  enrolled  in  Chancery,  (Rot.  Pat.  11  Jac.  I.  p.  1,  m.  33.) 

Letters  patent  of  the  14th  February,  19  Charles  II.,  (a.  d.  1666,  67,)  enrolled  in  Chancery, 
(Rot.  Pat.  18th  Car.  II.  p.  5,  m.  37,)  granted  to  the  corporation  the  lands  of  Rine  and 
Lackyduffe,  365  acres;  Maule  Macreclmond,  80  acres ; Richardstowne,  66  acres;  Cocawmore 
and  Ballereagan,  201  acres;  Ballyglanney,  101  acres;  in  Pallice,  6 a.  3 R.  8 p.;  all  in  the 
baronies  of  Ibane  and  Barriroe,  in  the  county  of  Cork,  for  the  only  use  of  them  and  their 
successors  for  ever,  at.  the  yearly  rent  of  £12  11.?.  5 cl. 

There  is  also  a charter  of  the  28th  February,  4 James  II.,  (a.  d.  i688,)  enrolled  in 
Chancery,  (Rot.  Pat.  4 Jac.  II.  p.  1,  m.  35,  d.)  founded  upon  a seizure  of  the  franchises 
into  the  King’s  hands,  under  a judgment,  of  the  Exchequer ; but  this,  like  others  of  the  same 
class,  is  not  operative. 

2.  The  Style  of  the  corporation  is  “ The  Provost,  Free  Burgesses,  and  Commonalty  of 
the  Borough  ofBandon  Bridge.” 

3.  The  Limits  of  the  ancient  Borough  were  small,  containing  about  26  acres  on  each  side 
of  the  river,  and  not  extending  in  some  places  more  than  four  or  five  hundred  yards  from  the 
bridge,  which  is  now  the  middle  of  the  old  town ; these  limits  do  not  include  all  the  town  as 
now  ouilt  upon.  It  is  situated  in  two  parishes,  on  the  south  side  in  the  parish  of  Ballymoden, 
and  on  the  north  in  Kilbrogan,  and  is  entirely  the  property  of  the  Duke  of  Devonshire. 
The  new  limits  for  the  purpose  of  parliamentary  representation,  include  the  whole  town  as 
built  upon,  except  an  inconsiderable  part,  which  is  going  to  decay',  and  does  not  contain  any 
house  of  £10  annual  value. 

4.  The  Corporation  consists  of  a provost,  12  burgesses,  and  an  unlimited  number  of 
freemen. 

5.  The  Freedom  of  the  Corporation  is  acquired  by  grace,  by  birth,  the  eldest  sons  of 
freemen  being  entitled  to  it,  and  by  gift  or  nomination  of  the  provost,  each  provost  having  the 
right  to  nominate  one  freeman  in  his  year  of  office.  The  corporation  does  not  now  recognise 
any  title  to  the  freedom  as  acquired  from  the  service  of  apprenticeship,  nor  has  it  done  so  for 
many  years,  though  it  is  quite  clear  that  such  a title  formerly  existed,  as  there  are  many 
eutries  on  the  corporation  books  of  persons  admitted  freemen  by  virtue  of  servitude,  and 
many  bye-laws  regulating  the  mode  of  acquiring  it.  There  are  some  entries  and  bye-laws 
showing  that  the  right  by  birth  was  at  one  time  extended  to  all  the  sons  of  a freeman,  though 
it  is  now  in  practice  confined  to  the  eldest  son. 

The  Freemen  are  elected  by  the  body  at  large,  assembled  in  a Court  of  D'Oyer  Hundred 
convened  by  notice,  by  a majority  of  the  voices  of  the  persons  present,  Such  is  the  mode  of 
election,  but  it  seems  for  many  years  past  to  have  been  used  as  a mere  form,  the  persons  to 
be  proposed  and  admitted  having  been  always  previously  agreed  upon  on  consultation  with 
Lord  Bandon,  who  for  many  years  has  had  the  exclusive  management  and  control  of  the 
anairs  of  the  corporation,  nominating  both  the  freemen  and  corporate  officers,  whose  salaries 
^ has  always  ^hitherto  paid,  since  the  property  which  formerly  belonged  to  the  corporation 

6.  The  Corporation  has  for  many  years  been  strictly  exclusive  and  protestant,  and  for  the 
i urpose  of  preserving  it  so,  a form  of  election  has  been  instituted  and  retained  before  the 

mission  of  all  persons,  even  of  those  entitled  to  the  freedom,  it  being  necessary  that  such 
*Ts?ns  lh°uld  ProPosed  and  seconded  in  the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred,  a preliminary 

k a freeman,  considered  objectionable  by  the  body,  might  find  it  difficult  to  accomplish, 
the  ^rovost.  raay  exercise  his  right  of  nomination  at  any  court  of  the  corporation,  and 

^person  so  nominated  is  admitted  without  any  election. 

the  fre^Ua^'^Ca^0n  res^dence  or  otherwise  is  considered  necessary  in  persons  admitted  to 
sratuip  •<>mj  an<^  stamf  duty  is  the  only  expense  incurred  on  admission,  but  some  small 
at  mac-  13  ?ccasiona%  paid  by  freemen,  on  being  sworn  in,  to  the  town  clerk  and  serjeants 
was  p., titl  i W n seen>  however,  by  a copy  of  bye-laws  herewith  sent,  that  the  town  clerk 
ab  t tlle  fees  herein  mentioned.  The  Number  of  Freemen  at  present  is  204,  of 

distance  °Ut  are  resident  in  the  town  or  within  seven  miles  of  it,  the  remainder  at  a greater 

virtujlf  ^°rn™on  Council  is  a body  not  mentioned  in  the  charter,  hut  is  constituted  by 
as  «ated  i %e~aw  ^le  corporation,  bearing  date  the  16th  of  March  1621,  in  consequence, 
aumber  of  ™ tlle  r‘uml3er  of  burgesses  not  being  sufficient  to  advise  the  provost.  The 
the  freqjjg  common  couneilmen  is  12,  who  are  elected  by  the  entire  body  from  amongst 
beino-the  1 &S  Jacaneies  oecur.  They  have  no  duties  or  emoluments  or  other  privilege  than 
° class  from  whom  the  burgesses  are  elected.  They  incur  no  expense  on  election. 
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9.  The  Burgesses  are  12  in  number,  exclusive  of  the  provost,  and  are  elected  from  amongst 
the  common  councilmen,  as  vacancies  occur,  by  the  provost  and  burgesses  at  an  assembly 
of  those  persons  convened  for  the  purpose.  Of  the  present  number  two  only  are  resident 
within  the  old  borough.  They  have  no  duties  or  emoluments,  nor  other  privilege  than  that 
the  provost  must  be  elected  from  amongst  them.  They  appear  by  the  corporation  books  to 
have  been,  as  well  as  the  common  councilmen,  removable  for  misconduct,  but  no  such  case 
has  lately  occurred.  The  provost  was  formerly  reckoned  of  the  number  of  the  twelve 
burgesses,  and  a bye-law  of  the  year  1622  appears  on  the  books,  afterwards  re-enacted  in 
1740,  so  settling  the  number,  but  it  was  soon  departed  from,  as  would  appear  by  a list  in 
the  corporation  books  of  the  date  of  the  1st  of  August  1748,  containing  the  names  of  a provost 
and  twelve  burgesses  exclusive. 

10.  The  Provost  is  elected  annually  from  amongst  the  burgesses  and  by  them.  He  is  changed 
every  year,  but  two  persons.  Lord  Bandon’s  brother  and  his  land  agent,  have  held  the  officefor 
a number  of  years,  being  elected  alternately.  He  is  by  charter  a justice  of  the  peace  within 
the  borough,  and  is  named  in  all  commissions  of  the  peace  for  the  county.  He  preserves  the 
peace  within  the  borough,  and  regulates  the  markets,  but  since  the  Court  of  Record  was 
given  up,  has  little  duty,  and  no  emolument  except  a salary  of  £100  a year,  which  has  been 
hitherto  paid  by  Lord  Bandon,  hut  is  not  to  be  paid  in  future  by  him. 

11.  The  other  Officers  of  the  corporation  are  a town  clerk  and  two  serjeants  at  mace. 
They  are  elected  by  the  provost  and  burgesses,  and  have  salaries  ; the  town  clerk  40  guineas 
a year,  hitherto  paid  by  Lord  Bandon,  and  the  serjeants  £5  each,  paid  by  the  provost. 
Their  Duties  are  the  ordinary  duties  of  such  officers,  and  they  have  no  other  emolument, but 
the  occasional  payments  to  the  town  clerk  and  serjeants  at  mace  already  mentioned  to  be 
made  by  freemen  on  their  admission. 

12.  The  Salaries  of  the' different  officers  of  the  corporation  have  hitherto  been  paid  bv 
Lord  Bandon  in  consideration  of  his  having  the  entire  political  influence  in  the  borough,  but 
within  the  present  year  (1833)  his  lordship  communicated  to  the  corporation  that  he  wouldno 
longer  interfere ; and  in  the  terms  of  the  communication  “ discharged  them  of  the  trust'' 
which  they  held  for  him,  at  the  same  time  apprizing  them  that  he  would  no  longer  continue 
to  pay  the  salaries  of  the  officers.  The  corporation  have  not  yet  determined  how  their  affairs 
are  to  be  managed,  though  they  have  hopes  that  means  will  be  devised  for  keeping  up  the 
body.  The  reason  for  this  change  is  stated  to  have  been  that  Lord  Bandon  found  himself, 
since  the  passing  of  the  Reform  Act,  unable  to  fulfil  some  engagement,  concerning  the  political 
influence  in  the  borough,  which  his  father  had  made  with  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  the 
members  of  the  corporation  and  the  electors  not  being  willing  to  accede  to  his  wishes  on  the 
subject. 

13.  A Court  of  Record  was  formerly  held  in  the  borough  with  jurisdiction  to  the  extent  o? 
£3  6s.  8 d.,  but  has  been  discontinued  since  the  passing  of  the  Act  for  preventing  arrests  of 
the  person  for  sums  under  £20.  The  only  case  tried  in  the  time  of  the  present  town  clerk, 
is  one  in  which  the  costs  taxed  against  the  defendant  amounted  to  £4  5s.  l|d.  No 
other  court  is  held  in  the  town  but  the  General  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace  for  the 
County,  and  two  Manor  Courts,  whose  mode  of  administering  justice  appears  to  prove  the 
necessity  of  making  a thorough  alteration  in  such  jurisdictions.  There  is  no  Gaol  in  the  town 
but  a county  bridewell,  nor  is  there  any  local  police,  unless  the  serjeants  at  mace  may  be  so 
considered.  The  county  police  do  the  duty. 

14.  The  Streets  of  the  old  borough  are  repaired  by  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  who  is  reim- 
bursed by  a poundage  of  5 per  cent,  on  the  rent  reserved  in  all  leases  of  houses  in  the  old 
town.  They  were  formerly  repaired  out  of  the  funds  of  the  corporation.  There  is  no 
lighting,  and  the  watching  is  done  by  voluntary  subscription.  The  town  is  assessed  by  the 
grand  jury  of  the  county. 

15.  There  is  a School  within  the  town  which  was  endowed  by  the  first  Eah'l  of  Cork,  with 
a grant  of  a house  and  garden,  and  £20  a- year.  The  salary  is  now  £40  per  annum,  paid 
to  the  master  by  the  Duke  of  Devonshire.  The  terms  of  the  original  endowment  were  that 
the  master  should  educate  four  sons  of  freemen  of  the  town  of  Bandon,  gratis ; but  the 
present  master  has  not  been  put  under  such  conditions  ; on  the  contrary,  he  objected  to  any 
such  when  he  took  the  situation,  tie  does,  however,  educate  some  boys  gratis,  though  it  does 
not  appear  that  it  is  done  pursuant  to  the  terms  of  the  endowment. 

16.  Several  sums  of  money  have  from  time  to  time  been  bequeathed  for  the  benefit  of  th 
poor  of  the  town,  which  are  charged  upon  lands,  or  secured  by  bond.  These  bequest 
were  stated  to  us  to  be  confined  to  the  Protestant  poor,  and  the  interest  is  expended  annua  v 
amongst  that  class,  under  the  direction  of  the  rectors  of  the  two  parishes  in  which  the  town 
is  situate. 

17.  The  corporation  had  formerly  considerable  Property  in  lands  granted  to  them  by  Dj 
patent  of  Charles  II.,  but  they  have  no  copy  of  it,  nor  do  the  members  seem  at  all  acquaint 
with  its  contents.  Indeed,  the  ignorance  of  all  the  members  of  the  corporation,  both  as 
to  the  constitution  of  the  body,  and  every  subject  relating  to  its  former  property  311  ^ 
revenue,  is  very  remarkable ; nor  do  they  seem  to  have  had  any  means  of  informing  them 
selves  upon  the  subject.  A number  of  deeds  relating  to  their  property  and  revenue,  ffl_ 
some  of  their  books,  and  almost  all  their  papers  and  records,  were  found  in  a box  some  \3S  • 
ago,  in  the  hank  of  Messrs.  Leslie,  in  Cork,  after  the  failure  of  that  firm,  and  were  then 

to  the  present  provost,  in  whose  house  they  have  since  remained  without  examination! un  . 
we  arrived  in  the  town.  One  of  the  three  books,  which  contain  entries  of  the  proceeding1 
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the  corporation,  together  with  some  deeds,  and  other  documents,  was  within  a few  days  of 
the  commencement  of  our  inquiry  sent  down  from  Dublin,  from  the  office  of  Messrs.  Reeves, 
Solicitors,  where  they  had  remained  for  many  years.  Of  the  existence  of  these  documents  the 
present  town  clerk,  or  any  other  corporate  officer,  does  not  seem  to  have  had  any  previous 
knowledge.  Neither  could  we  learn  the  cause  or  occasion  of  such  disposal  of  the  corpora- 
tion records,  the  only  connexion  of  the  corporation  with  Leslies’  Bank,  that  we  could  trace, 
was  through  Lord  Bandon,  whose  bankers  they  were,  or  with  Messrs.  Reeves,  that  they  were 
his  Lordship’s  solicitors. 

IS.  From  an  examination  of  the  documents  so  collected,  it  appears  that  the  corporation 
were  formerly  possessed  of  the  said  several  denominations  of  land,  containing  827  a.  3 r.  8 p. 
plantation  measure,  being  1340  A.  3 r.  24  p.  English  statute  measure,  ana  that,  desiring  to 
raise  money  for  the  purpose  of  building  a Marshalsea  and  Shambles,  they,  in  the  year  1752, 
borrowed  a sum  of  £300  sterling,  and  mortgaged  for  it  the  denominations  of  those  lands 
called  Rine  and  Lackyduffe,  Cocawmore  and  Ballyglanney,  containing  617  acres,  plantation 
measure;  that  in  the  year  1787,  a bill  was  filed  to  foreclose  the  morto-ao-e,  and  a decree 
obtained  for  a sum  of  £580  3s.  9 d.;  that  for  the  purpose  of  paying  off  ttesum  so  due,  the 
corporation  borrowed  a sum  of  £600  on  the  security  of  an  assignment  of  the  decree,  and  a 
further  mortgage  of  the  same  lands,  and  that  they  then  were  obliged  to  <>et  further" in  debt 
for  the  purpose  of  paying  their  own  and  the  plaintiff’s  costs  in  that  cause,  to  the  extent 
of  £200;  and  that  for  the  purpose  of  paying  those  sums,  all  the  said  lands  were  in  the  year 
1809  sold  for  a sum  of  £1012  6s.  3d.  and  since  that  time  (a  demise  of  the  tolls  of  the 
town,  which  they  had  from  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  having  been  put  an  end  to  previously) 
the  corporation  have  had  no  income  or  property  of  any  kind,  and  the  salaries  of  their  officers 
have  been  paid  by  Lord  Bandon,  as  before  stated.  It  was  represented  to  us,  that  the  cor- 
poration property  had  been  leased  for  ever,  long  before  the  sale ; and  we  ascertained  by 
inspection  of  old  accounts  of  treasurers,  that  the  rents  reserved  were  very  inconsiderable 
compared  with  the  extent  of  the  lands. 


19.  The  Tolls  of  the  town  belong  to  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  and,  from  the  time  of  the 
determination  of  the  demise  of  them  to  the  corporation  in  the  year  1806,  were  collected  by 
the  Duke  pursuant  to  a schedule  annexed,  until  the  year  1830,  when  he  suspended  the"  col- 
lection of  toll  in  this,  as  also  in  all  his  other  towns,  until  some  legislative  arrangement  of 

them  should  be  made  ; and  no  tolls  are  at  present  collected. 

There  is  no  Patronage  of  any  kind  exercised  or  dispensed  by  the  corporation.] 

The  following  Return  applies  to  the  state  of  this  town  in  1831  : 

Population:  males 4621;  females  5296.  Total  9917. 

Occupations,  viz. 

Families  chiefly  employed  in  agriculture 
Ditto  in  trade,  manufacture,  and  handicraft  - 
Ditto  not.  included  in  the  above  classes  - 
Number  of  Houses : 


251 

205 

551 


Inhabited  - 1436 

Uninhabited  - 137 

The  population  of  that  part  of  the  town  within  the  ancient  borough  is  only  2285. 

The^  place  is  declining  in  trade,  there  having  been  some  years  ago  a prosperous  manufac- 
ture of  linens,  which  is  now  almost  entirely  gone,  and  in  consequence,  a great  diminution  of 
population  has  taken  place.  The  only  trade  that  is  improving  is  a trade  in  the  export  of 
corn.  There  are  in  the  town  two  breweries  and  one  distillery. 

i ^ A'^re.nce  of  Opinion  exists  amongst  the  persons  examined  as  to  the  class  of  persons  who 
if  fk1  be  1Qtr.uste^  privilege  of  electing  a municipal  council  and  corporate  officers, 

tk  e^orPoratlon  were  to  be  opened  to  the  inhabitants;  but  all  parties  agree  upon  one  point, 
mat  me  corporation  as  at  present  constituted  is  unpopular. 

Inere  are  no  local  Acts  of  Parliament. 
e ave  sent  the  Report  the  following  Documents,  viz. 

1.  A copy  of  Bye-laws  of  the  Corporation  of  1756. 

“•  A copy  of  the  Schedule  of  Tolls, 
d.  Schedule  of  Costs  in  the  Court  of  Record, 


N.B. 


Inquiry  commenced 


ACHESON  LYLE, 
PHILIP  FOGARTY, 


| Commmioners. 


on  the  21st  of  September  1833,  and  terminated  on  the  24th 
of  same  month. 
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CORK. 


CASTLE  MARTYB. 


BOROUGH  OF  CASTLE  MARTYR. 


1.  THE  Town  of  Castle  Martyr  was  incorporated  by  a Charter  of  the  28th  July 
26  Charles  II.,  (a.  d.  1675,)  enrolled  in  Chancery,  (Rot.  Pat.  26  Car.  II.  p.  3,  m.  36.  d ) 
By  this  charter,  granted  to  Roger  Earl  of  Orrery,  certain  lands  and  premises  therein 
mentioned  (his  estate)  were  erected  into  a manor,  thenceforth  to  be  called  the  Manor  of  Castle 
Martyr,  with  the  privileges  of  holding  Courts  Leet,  Courts  Baron,  and  a Court  of  Record,  and 
of  appointing  a seneschal  to  preside  therein,  having  jurisdiction  to  hold  pleas  in  the  Court 
of  Record  to  the  extent  of  £200,  together  with  other  rights  to  manors  usually  appurtenant, 
and  the  Earl  of  Orrery  was  constituted  the  lord  of  the  manor. 

2.  The  charter  also  (to  the  end,  as  therein  stated,  that  the  manor  and  lands  miaht  be  more 

speedily  planted)  granted  that  the  castle,  town  and  lands  of  Ballymartyr,  part  of°the  newly- 
created  manor,  should  be  a free  borough  and  corporation,  by  the  name  of  “ The  Borough  and 
Town  of  Castle  Martyr,”  and  should  extend  into  the  county  of  Cork  every  way  from  the  middle 
of  the  town  to  100  acres  in  the  whole,  to  be  set  out  by  the  Earl  of  Orrery;  that  there  should 
be  a corporation  and  body  politic  therein,  under  the  Style  of  “ The  Portreeve,  Bailiffs,  and 
Burgesses,  of  the  Borough  and  Town  of  Castle  Martyr and  that  the  corporation  should 
consist,  of  one  portreeve,  two  bailiffs,  and  twelve  burgesses,  and  of  as  many  freemen  as  should 
be  named  by  the  said  portreeve,  bailiffs,  and  burgesses.  The  charter  nominated  the  first 
portreeve,  bailiffs,  and  burgesses,  and  gave  them  a power  to  admit  as  many  freemen  as  they 
should  think  fit.  This  power,  however,  seems  never  to  have  been  exercised,  no  freemen 
having  been  ever  admitted,  so  far  as  we  could  discover.  Nor  were  the  limits  of  the  borough 
ever  defined;  and,  in  truth,  the  charter  seems  to  have  been  granted  principally,  if  not  entirely, 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  town  to  send  two  Members  to  Parliament;  a privilege  which 
the  charter  proceeded  to  confer  on  the  corporation,  but  which,  together  with  all  the  other 
powers  and  privileges,  was  soon  usurped  by  the  lord  of  the  manor,  who  nominated  the 
-.  embers  of  Parliament  up  to  the  time  of  the  Union,  and  received  £15,000  as  Compensation, 
when,  by  that  measure,  the  right  was  taken  away,  and  who,  since  that  time,  keeps  up  the 
corporation  by  going  through  the  ceremony  of  an  annual  election  of  officers,  without  any  object, 
or  thereby  conferring  any  benefit  or  advantage  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  that  we  were 
able  to  discover.  , 


Charter. 


Corporation,  Con- 
stitution of. 


Style. 


Powers  of,  usurped. 
Union  Compensa- 
tion. 


pT.l'jf  e^ect‘on  *3  on  the  Monday  next  after  St.  John’s  Day,  when  a Portreeve  and  two  Portreeve  and 
iiaihffs  previously  nominated  by  Lord  Shannon,  (the  descendant  of  the  Earl  of  Orrery,  and  Bailiffs, 
now  loi d of  the  manor,)  are  elected.  No  election,  however,  was  held  of  such  officers  for  the 
present  year,  (1833,)  the  corporation  not  having  assembled  on  the  day  of  election,  by  reason,  as 
was  stated  to  us,  of  the  illness  of  the  portreeve  ; and  the  offices  cannot  now  be  filled  up  unless 
b Vrrf,1*  °^a“iec^  from  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench.  By  the  charter,  the  portreeve  and 
ai  i s should  be  elected  from  amongst  the  burgesses ; but  this  provision  has  not  been  attended 

o.  IN  or  do  the  officers  of  the  corporation  seem  to  have  been  aware  of  it.  In  truth,  all  the 
numbers  of  this  corporation  seem  totally  ignorant  of  the  provisions  of  their  charter;  they  accept 

eir  offices  at  the -desire  of  Lord  Shannon,  have  no  duties  to  discharge,  receive  no  salary, 
ate  no  privileges  or  emoluments  therefrom,  and  make  no  inquiry  on  the  subject. 
thJV  Portreeve  anfl  Iiis  deputy,  whom  he  has  a power  of  appointing  in  his  absence,  are  by 

p. C  art,er  constituted  justices  of  the  peace  and  coroners  within  the  borough,  during  the 
jjo^reeve  s year  of  office,  and  the  portreeve  continues  a justice  for  the  following  year.  They, 

lscharge  no  duties  as  such,'  except  occasionally  committing  disorderly  persons  to  a 
P e o confinement  in  the  town,  which  is  used  as  the  manor  gaol. 

m aca™es  *n  the  number  of  Burgesses  are  occasionally  filled  up  at  either  of  the  annual  Burgesses. 

^ ngs  ot  the  corporation,  when  the  officers  are  respectively  elected  and  sworn  into  office. 
a_M-^le|re  are  no  other  Officers  of  the  corporation  except  a serjeant  at  mace,  who  is  also  Officers. 

^TlT  1 ^CaCe  °®cer  *n  the  town,  and  sworn  into  office  as  such  by  the  portreeve, 
to  hold  manor  has  power,  under  the  charter,  to  appoint  a recorder  and  town  clerk, 

5 Th  CC  Pleasure ; but  no  such  officers  have  been  recently  appointed, 

g e corPoration  have  no  Property  or  patronage  whatsoever.  Property. 

April  a™?  9nnirS  (menti°ned  in  the  charter)  are  held  each  year  in  the  town,  on  the  20th  of  Fairs. 
to  who  th  ®ePtember,  old  style,  and  tolls  are  taken  thereat  by  the  lord  of  the  r 

mnrp  are  oranted  by  the  charter.  They  produce,  however,  but  a very  small  sui 

^at  Present>  than  £4  per  annum, 
in  the6^^6^-50  °ran*s  to  Lord  Orrery,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  license  to  hold  two  markets  Markets. 
rtr,  „«■  tVI  , e town  ; but  none  such  are,  in  fact,,  held.  There  is  a market-house,  the 


3 manor, 
1 sum,  not 


toketf  Cannon,  in  which  the  person  who  is  now  serjeant  at  mace  is  permitted  by 
P a beam  and  scales,  and  to  weigh  goods  for  the  public,  for  which  he  charges  certain 
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fees  on  all  articles,  even  potatoes,  notwithstanding  the  Act  of  Parliament  prohibiting  suck 
charge. 

7.  The  lord  of  the  manor  appoints  a Seneschal,  who  decides  cases  on  summons  to  the  ext 
of  40s. ; but  does  not  exceed  that  sum,  though  having  jurisdiction  under  the  charter  to  ente 
tain  pleas  to  the  amount  of  £200,  he  might,  under  the  statute  of  7,  8 Geo.  IV.  c.  59 

to  that  extent,  by  civil  bill. 

8.  The  Earl  of  Orrery  was  authorized  by  the  charter  to  erect  one  or  more  almshouses  o 
any  part  of  the  manor,  and  endow  the  same  with  such  lands  or  rents  as  he  might  think  fit  f0r 
the  maintenance  of  six  aged  men  and  six  aged  women ; and  it  appears  that  such  almshouses 
formerly  existed  near  the  town  on  a site  which  is  at.  present  part  of  Lord  Shannon’s  demesne* 
Whether  any  endowment  was  ever  made  is  now  uncertain.  His  lordship,  however,  pays  an 
annual  sum  of  £5  to  each  of  twelve  aged  persons,  selected  by  him.  This  is  called  almshouse 
money,  and  is  represented  to  have  been  substituted  for  the  almshouses. 

There  is  no  other  charitable  foundation  within  the  town. 


9.  Tile  following  Table  shows  the  condition  of  this  town  in  the  year 
Population : males,  356 ; females,  474.  Total 
Families  chiefly  employed  in  agriculture 
Ditto  in  trade,  manufacture,  or  handicraft 
Ditto  not  included  in  either  of  the  above  two  classes 
Houses  inhabited  ------ 

Ditto  uninhabited  - 

There  is  no  manufacture  carried  on  here,  and  there  appears  to  be 
kind. 

We  send  with  this  Report  a copy  of  the  following  document  : 
Schedule  of  Tolls  taken  at  Fairs. 


1831: 

830 

38 

66 

53 

129 

0 

very  little  trade  of 


any 


ACHESON  LYLE,  1 ~ 

PHILIP  FOGARTY,  }Commwsloners' 


N.  B.  Inquiry  held  on  the  14th  of  September  1833. 
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CORK. 


BOROUGH  OF  CHARLEVILLE. 


1 CHARLEVILLE  was  incorporated  by  a Charter,  bearing  date  the  29th  day  of  May, 
23  Charles  II.,  (a.  d.  1672,)  granted  to  Roger,  Earl  of  Orrery,  which  erected  certain  lands 
therein  mentioned  into  a manor,  and  granted  that  the  Town  of  Charleville,  and  all  lands  to 
the  extent  of  100  acres,  to  be  laid  out  contiguously  by  the  Earl  of  Orrery,  should  be  a free 
borough  and  corporation  ; and  that  there  should  be  a body  corporate  therein,  under  the  title, 
of  “lie  Sovereign,  Bailiffs  and  Burgesses  of  the  Borough  of  Charleville.” 

It  does  not  appear  that  these  100  acres  were  ever  defined. 

The  above  charter  is  enrolled  in  Chancery,  (Rot.  Pat.  23  Car.  II.  p.  3,  m.  13,)  and 
another  charter,  also,  is  there  on  record,  dated  the  2d  May,  5 Jac.  II.,  (a.  d.  1689,  Rot. 
Pat.  5 Jac.  II.  p.  1,  m.  27,)  which,  like  others  of  that  date,  is  inoperative. 

2.  The  Corporation  is  by  the  charter  made  to  consist  of  a sovereign,  two  bailiffs,  twelve 
burgesses,  and  freemen. 

3.  The  Sovereign  and  Bailiffs  arc  elected  annually  from  the  burgesses,  at  a meeting  of  the 
50verei<m,  bailiffs  and  burgesses,  on  the  Monday  after  St.  John’s  day,  and  sworn  in  on  the 
Monday  after  Michaelmas  day.  The  sovereign  is  generally  re-elected,  but  the  bailiffs  are 
changed  when  there  are  other  burgesses  to  fill  the  office. 

The  sovereign  is  a justice  of  the  peace  within  the  borough,  and  acts  occasionally  in  quelling 
riots,  and  in  the  preservation  of  the  peace,  but  does  not  exercise  any  other  of  the  duties  of  a 
justice. 

The  Bailiffs  do  not  appear  to  have  any  particular  duties  imposed  on  them,  except  to  be 
assistants  to  the  sovereign. 

4.  The  Burgesses  are  elected  at  special  meetings  of  the  sovereign,  bailiffs  and  burgesses, 
convened  by  the  sovereign  whenever  it  is  proposed  to  fill  up  vacancies,  which  is  done  very 
irregularly.  No  qualification  is  necessary.  The  person  proposed  is  at  the  same  time 
admitted  free  of  the  corporation,  and  elected  a burgess.  The  number  is  limited  to  twelve, 
and,  until  recently,  all  were  non-resident. 

5.  The  class  of  Freemen  is  nearly  extinct,  there  being  but  one  person  now  living,  who  was 
admitted  to  the  freedom,  and  not  elected  a burgess;  and  no  other  person  is  recollected  to 
have  been  a freeman  who  was  not  also  a burgess.  But  from  entries  in  the  books,  it  appears 
to  have  been  formerly  usual  to  admit  freemen. 

All  members  of  the  corporation  claim  to  be  exempt  from  the  fair  and  market  Tolls,  though 
the  property  in  the  tolls,  and  the  right,  to  hold  the  fairs  and  markets,  are  vested  in  the  lord  of 
the  manor. 

6.  The  whole  corporate  power  is  by  the  charter  vested  in  the  sovereign,  bailiffs,  and  burgesses. 
There  are  no  other  officers  of  the.  corporation  now  in  existence,  nor  nave  any  members  of  the 
corporation,  as  such,  any  salary  or  emoluments. 

7.  The  corporation  have  not,  and  never  had,  any  Property  vested  in  them  ; nor  have  they, 
or  any  of  their  officers,  any  power  or  authority  whatsoever,  save  that  the  sovereign  (or 
deputy  sovereign)  acts  as  a justice  of  the  peace,  coroner,  and  billet  master  within  the  borough. 
Complaints  are  made  of  the  manner  in  which  the  duties-  of  the  latter  office  have  been 
discharged. 

8.  Such  being  the  character  of  this  Corporation,  it  is  difficult  to  see  with  what  object  it  is  kept 
yp,  since  it  was  by  the  Union  deprived  of  the  right  to  return  Members  to  Parliament and 
indeed,  the  members  of  the  corporation  themselves  appear  to  have  been  at  one  time  convinced 
of  its  inutility,  having  permitted  all  the  burgesses  and  one  bailiff  to  die  off  without  filling  up 
the  vacancies,  so  that  the  corporation  was  reduced  to  two,  a sovereign  and  one  bailiff, 
who,  on  the  20th  of  June,  1826,  re-elected  themselves  into  office,  and  on  the  20th  of 
July  following,  took  upon  them  to  elect  some  burgesses,  and  these,  on  the  29th  of  June  in 
the  year  following,  elected  others,  until  the  number  of  twelve  was  complete;  by  this  means, 
the  corporation  is  said  to  be  continued. 

fhe  Compensation  (£15,000)  for  the  extinction  of  the  elective  franchise  at  the  Union  was 
divided  in  moieties  between  the  Earls  of  Shannon  and  Cork,  without  any  condition. 

Notwithstanding  that  the  being  a member  of  this  Corporation  scarcely  confers  any 
advantage  whatever ; yet  its  members  act  on  the  principle  of  religious  exclusion,  and  a late 
attempt  to  induce  them  to  admit  Roman  Catholics  was  unsuccessful. 

9-  There  are  county  Magistrates  resident  in  and  near  the  town,  who  hold  petty  sessions ; 
and  the  county  Coroners  also  act  within  the  borough',  there  being  no  exclusive  jurisdiction  in 
the  sovereign. 

]Wy  Police  do  all  the  necessary  duties.  . ^ 
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10.  The  sovereign,  or  deputy  sovereign,  is  usually  appointed  Seneschal  of  the  manor  anda.- 
such  holds  a Court  of  Record,  in  which  the  jurisdiction  extends  to  £200  Irish,  under  \C 
charter.  The  proceedings  of  this  court  are  according  to  the  usual  course  of  the  common  law 
and  actions  are  commenced  either  by  arrest  of  the  person,  attachment  of  goods,  or  serviceable 
writ.  In  all  cases  an  affidavit  must  be  made  that  the  cause  of  action  arose  within  the 
jurisdiction;  and  to  ground  an  attachment  of  goods,  or  arrest  of  the  person,  there  must  be 
an  affidavit  of  the  debt.  No  arrest  is  made,  unless  the  debt  amount  to  £20.  If  the  goods 
are  attached,  the  condition  of  the  bail  bond,  even  in  cases  under  £20,  is  to  deliver  the  body 
or  pay  the  debt.  It  is  not  necessary  that  the  pleadings  should  be  signed  by  counsel;  but  if 
counsel  do  sign  them,  or  attend  the  trial,  a fee  of  one  guinea  is  taxed  for  him ; the  costs 
taxed  against  the  defendant,  when  the  cause  proceeds  to  final  judgment,  amount  to  about  £"' 
if  the  plaintiff  is  nonsuited,  the  costs  taxed  against  him  for  the  defendant  amount  to  about  £4’ 
on  a plea  of  confession,  the  costs  amount  to  about  £2  5s. 

The  number  of  Actions  commenced  in  the  court  in  one  year,  previous  to  September  1S33. 
was  276 ; of  these  six  only  were  brought  to  trial,  and  by  much  the  greater  number  were  settled 
immediately  on  the  service  of  the  writ. 

The  seneschal,  in  addition  to  this  jurisdiction,  has,  under  the  7,  8 Geo.  IV.  c.  59,  power  to 
hear  causes  by  Civil  Bill  to  the  extent  of  £200,  this  being  the  limit  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Court  of  Record  by  charter.  It  appears  anomalous  that  this  statute  should  have  conferred  so 
extensive  a jurisdiction  on  seneschals,  many  of  whom  are  very  ignorant  persons,  while  tlie 
Civil  Bill  Jurisdiction  of  the  assistant  barrister  for  the  county,  in  similar  cases,  is  limited  to 
£10  or  £20.  The  seneschal  of  Charleville,  however,  does  not  in  practice  issue  summons  in 
cases  exceeding  £10. 

The  court  Fees  of  the  seneschal,  during  the  first  year  of  his  appointment,  amounted  to  about 
£60  ; but  in  the  last  year  were  but  £30.  The  business  on  the  record  side  seems  to  be  on 
the  decline,  while  the  business  in  the  civil  bill  side  is  increasing. 

The  seneschal  is  not  a professional  man ; and  it  was  represented  to  us,  that  the  powers  of 
the  arrest  of  the  person,  and  attachment  of  the  goods,  vested  in  him,  were  occasionally  abused, 
cattle  being  driven  within  the  jurisdiction,  for  the  purpose  of  having  them  seized.  The  same 
feeling  seemed  to  prevail  here  as  in  other  places,  that  the  power  of  administering  justice  in 
civil  cases  should  be  intrusted  only  to  professional  men. 

11.  There  are  six  annual  Fairs,  and  two  weekly  markets,  held  in  the  town,  at.  which  tolls  are 
taken,  according  to  a docket,  of  which  a copy  is  annexed.  The  tolls  are  the  property  of  the 
Earl  of  Cork,  who  has  let.  them  for  a term  of  years.  Some  time  ago,  much  higher  toils  than 
those  specified  in  the  docket  were  collected,  but,  in  consequence  of  opposition  given,  they  were 
reduced ; they  are  still  considered,  however,  too  high,  and  the  opposition  continues. 

12.  The  following  Table  applies  to  the  state  of  this  town  in  the  year  1831 : 

Population  : males,  2259 ; females,  2507  - Total,  4766 


Families,  chiefly  employed  in  agriculture  - - 225 

Ditto  in  trade,  manufacture,  and  handicraft  - 447 
Ditto  not  comprised  in  the  above  two  classes  - 294 
Houses  inhabited  ------  698 

Ditto  uninhabited  ------  36 


There  is  no  manufacture  of  any  kind  carried  on  here,  except  some  little  that  is  done  in  (he 
fanning  trade ; and  the  principal  occupation  of  the  inhabitants  is  in  the  retail  of  the  ordinary 
articles  of  consumption  to  the  farmers  and  peasantry  of  the  surrounding  country.  The  town, 
however,  appears  to  be  improving. 

\\  e send  herewith  copies  of  the  following  Documents  : 

1.  Schedule  of  Costs  taken  in  the  Seneschal's  Court,  with  the  Rules  of  Practice  therein. 

2.  Schedule  of  Tolls,  taken  at  Fairs  and  Markets. 


ACHESON  LYLE,  > 
PHILIP  FOGARTY,  J 


Commissioners. 


N.  B.  Inquiry  held  on  the  18th  of  September  1833. 
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CORK. 


CLOUGHNA- 

K1LTJT. 


BOROUGH  OF  CLOUGHNAKILTY. 


1.  THE  limits  of  the  Borough  of  Cloughnakilty  extend  one  mile  and  a half  English  every  Limits. 

way  round  a building  near  the  centre  of  the  town,  called  the  Old  Chapel.  J 

2.  It  was  incorporated  by  a charter  bearing  date  the  5th  May,  11  James  I.,  (a  d 1613  1 
aderhnakdtyl”  ^ S°Vereign’  Free  Burgesses  and  Commonalty  of  the  Borough  of  Style. 

3.  This  Charter,  after  defining  the  limits  of  the  borough  as  above  mentioned,  grants  and  Charter. 
ordains  that  there  should  be  within  the  same  a body  corporate,  consisting  0f  a sovereign 
twenty-four  burgesses  or  fewer,  so  there  be  thirteen  at.  least,  and  a commonalty,  and  gave  to 

the  body  the  power  of  returning  two  Members  to  the  Irish  Parliament;  and  constituted  Sir 
Richard  Boyle,  Knight,  his  heirs  and  assigns.  Lord  of  the  town  of  Cloughnakilty  giving 
lum  the  power  of  appointment  of  several  of  the  officers,  and  the  direction  to  a certain  extern 
of  the  affairs  of  the  corporation. 

The  above  charter  is  enrolled  in  Chancery,  (Rot.  Pat.  11  Jac.  I p 1 m 471  and  a 
further  patent  appears  there,  dated  12th  July,  4 James  II.,  (a.  d.  1688  Rot  Pat  4 Jac  II 
p.  3 m.  40,)  founded  upon  a seizure  of  the  franchises  into  the  King's  hands  under  a judgment 
of  the  Exchequer,  but  is  not  operative.  J 6 

4.  By  virtue  of  the  charter  so  granted  5 James  I.  the  corporation  at  present  existing  therein  Lord  of  the  Town. 

is  kept  up  under  the  patronage  of  the  Earl  of  Shannon,  the  descendant  of  Sir  Richard 

Boyle,  and  present  lord  of  the  town  and  manor  in  which  it  is  situated.  The  ridit  ofreturnino- 

""ft"  to  P^ament  was  taken  away  by  the  Act  of  Union;  and  the  whole  compensation  Union  Compen-- 

(i,  10,000.)  was  PaJd  to  the  Earl  of  Shannon  without  any  condition.  sation. 

5.  The  Corporation  consists  of  one  sovereign  and  any  number  of  burgesses  varying  Corporation, 

Irani  thirteen  to  twenty-four.  At  present  there  are  eighteen.  There  is  now  no  commonalty]  Constitution  of.  - 
or  class  of  freemen  distinct  from  the  burgesses,  but  the  books  of  the  corporation  show  clearly 

the  existence  of  such  a class  at  one  time,  and  down  to  the  year  1794  it  docs  not  appear 
ha\e  been  quite  extinguished.  It  does  not  appear,  however,  from  the  books  that  any 
ngnt  or  title  to  the  freedom  was  at  any  time  recognised.  All  the  entries  therein  of  admissions 
o he  corporation,  appear  to  have  been  by  grace  : this  may  account  for  the  extinction  of  the 
commonalty,  and  reduction  of  the  corporation  to  its  present  limited  number. 

6.  The  charter  prescribes  the  mode  of  Election  of  the  Sovereign,  directing  that  the  sovereign.  Sovereign,  Election 
ree  urgesses,  and  commonalty,  of  the  borough,  shall  assemble  on  the  feast  day  of  St.  of> 

ames  the  Apostle  in  some  convenient  place  in  the  borough  ; and  so  gathered  together  by  the 
nfth  ef  ® ^em,  before  they  depart,  shall  nominate  three  of  the  discreetest  free  buro-esses 
e orough  to  stand  in  election  for  the  office  of  sovereign,  and  shall  present  the  said°three 
^ jS0,VS  norninated  to  Sir  Richard  Boyle,  Knight,  his  heirs,  or  assigns,  lords  of  the  town ; 
a the  said  Sir  Richard  Boyle,  h'is  heirs  or  assigns,  shall  choose  one  of  the  said  three 
gesses  so  presented  to  him,  to  be  sovereign  for  one  year  from  the  feast  of  St.  Luke  then 
ensuing,  to  continue  in  the  same  office  until  another  burgess  of  the  same  borough  be 
or  ingly  chosen,  and  sworn  for  the  exercise  of  the  said  office. 

Thrpfwif  if  an  annua*  Action  is  still  kept  up  pursuant  to  these  directions  of  the  charter .- 
to  Ln  1 qi,6  °uroesses  are  annually  nominated  on  St.  James’s  day,  and  their  names  presented. 
cho«pn  ' annon’  wbo  chooses  one  of  them  to  be  sovereign,  and  the  name  of  the  person  so- 
day  to  b re?u  ar7  caBed  three  times  at  the  next  assembly  of  the  corporation  on  St.  LukeV 
such  Dei-6  Sn°rr\  int°  °®ce'  But  by  nominating  or  choosing  from  amongst  those  presented, 
office  Th°nS  °n  ^ aS  are  ?ot  bkely  to  appear,  the  same  sovereign. is  in  practice  continued  in 
helrl  ® Present  sovereign,  who  is  Lord  Shannon’s  brother-in-law  and  land  agent,  has  now 
held  the  office  for  eight  years  successively.  ° 

the  Court  *s  by  charter  a justice  of  the  peace  within  the  borough,  and  a judge  of  Functions  of: 

8 IT  ° KeC°ra’  wbicli  was  formerly  held,  but  has  been  for  some  years  discontinued. 

upon  th(*S  Salat7>  '^9  a year>  (Irish.)  and  since  the  discontinuance  of  the  Court  of  Record,  Salary. 

9 Th  ^r°Cee^ingS  *n  wbich  he  had  formerly  some  fees,  he  has  no  other  emoluments. 

purpose  b Ur^esses  are  e^ected  by  the  sovereign  and  burgesses  at  a meeting  convened  for  the  Burgesses. 
re<nila|V  y whenever  it  is  considered  expedient  to  fill  up  vacancies,  which  is  not  done 
the  advice  f th  CJlarter  d‘rects  that  in  the  election  of  burgesses,  the  corporation  shall  take 


chosen 


met*  nf  111  1 I wue  cicci.iuu  ui  uuigcsocs,  uic  Luiyuiauuu  anaii  idKC 

that  I hqi™  t?ie  town  ^or  time  being  if  he  shall  be  present,  but  it  does  not 
a are  h Cannon  is  now  consulted  on  the  matter.  The  names  of  the  persons  to  be 
“Jvereign  •*  °7ever’  Previously  communicated  to  his  brother-in-law  and  land  agent,  the  present 
Right  of  th  n ’ a,cons‘derable  degree  of  affinity  exists  amongst  the  members  of  the  corporation. 
No  Roman  r>eif “teen  present  burgesses  are  of  the  family  of  Townshend  or  connected  with  it. 
atholic  has  ever  been  admitted. 
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CLOUGHNA- 

KILTY. 

Governing  Body. 
Officers  of  Corpora- 
tion. 

Recorder  and 
Deputy  Recorder. 


Deputy  Recorder. 


Treasurer. 


Serjeant  at  Mace. 


Constables. 


Toll  Collector. 


Weiglimaster. 


Property  of  Cor- 
poration. 


Fairs  and  Markets, 
Tolls  of. 


Income  of  Corpora- 
tion. 


Expenditure, 


10.  All  corporate  acts  are  determined  on  by  a majority  of  the  members  preseut  at  the 
meetings  of  the  corporation,  there  being  no  select  body. 

11.  The  Officers  of  the  Corporation,  besides  the  sovereign,  are  the  recorder,  treasurer,  one 
serjeant  at  mace,  three  constables,  a toll  collector,  and  weighmaster. 

12.  The  appointment  of  the  Recorder  is  by  the  charter  vested  in  the  lord  of  the  town ; one 
of  the  burgesses  is  generally  nominated  to  this  office,  though  it  is  not  necessary  that  he  should 
he  one,  nor  is  it  required  that  he  should  be  a professional  man.  The  recorder  is  by  charter  a 
justice' of  the  peace  within  the  borough,  and  a judge  of  the  Court  of  Record.  His  salary  is  £-20 
Irish  per  annum.  As  recorder,  he  has  since  the  discontinuance  of  the  Court  of  Record  no 
other  emoluments.  One  of  his  duties  is  to  keep  the  records  and  books  of  the  corporation, 
and  make  the  entries  of  their  proceedings.  This  latter  duty  the  present  recorder  formerly 
discharged,  but  having  been  for  the  last  sixteen  years  deprived  of  sight,  the  entries  are  now 
made  by  a Deputy  Recorder ; he  himself,  however,  discharges  in  person  the  other  duties  of 
this  office,  as  also  those  of  seneschal  of  the  manor. 

He  has  the  power  of  appointing  a Deputy  Recorder,  with  the  consent  of  the  lord  of  the  town, 
and  has  appointed  his  son  to  that  office,  who  in  that  capacity  makes  the  entries  in  the 
corporation  books,  hut  has  no  salary  or  emolument.  The  same  person  acts  as  clerk  of  the 
petty  sessions  of  the  borough,  and  as  such  receives  the  usual  fees. 

13.  The  office  .of  Treasurer  has  been  lately  created,  and  is  held  by  the  present  sovereign, 
who  was  elected  thereto  About  three  years  siuce.  He  has,  as  such,  no  salary  or  emoluments. 

14.  The  Serjeant  at  Mace  is  appointed  by  the  sovereign  and  recorder,  though  by  charter 
the  election  should  be  in  the  corporation  at  large.  The  salary  is  £4  per  annum. 

15.  The  Constables  are  also  appointed  by  the  sovereign  and  recorder  .;  their  duties  are  the 
ordinary  duties  of  constables  within  the  borough.  One  of  them,  who  is  high  constable,  also 
acts  as  billet  master ; his  salary  is  £6  per  annum,  and  the  other  two  constables  have  £4  per 
annum  each. 

16.  The  Toll  Collector  is  appointed  by  the  corporation,  and  now  collects  the  tolls  of  the  fairs 
and  markets  for  their  use,  returning  his  receipts  weekly  to  the  treasurer ; his  salary  is  6s.  per 
week.  He  has  not  been  required  to  give  any  security. 

17.  The  Weighmaster  is  appointed  by  the  corporation.  He  keeps  abeam,  and  scales  at  the 
market-house,  and  his  only  emoluments  are  the  fees  on  weighing,  which  are  taken  according 
to  the  Act  of  Parliament,  hd.  for  every  draught  under  a hundred  weight,  and  Id.  if  over. 
The  same  person  is  also  one  of  the  constables. 

18.  The  only  Property  of  the  Corporation  consists  of  the  tolls  of  the  fairs,  and  a weekly 
market,  the  rents  of  the  shambles,  and  some  small  profits  arising  from  a market-house,  which 
was  built  out  of  the  corporate  funds,  upon  a piece  of  ground  given  them  by  Lord  Shannon 
for  the  purpose. 

19.  There  are  five  Fairs  held  in  the  town  annually.  Of  these  two  only  are  granted  by  the 
charter  ; one  of  the  others  is  stated  to  he  held  as  an  adjournment  of  one  of  the  charter  foils. 
Tolls  are  taken  at  all,  as  well  as  at  the  weekly  Market,  which  is  also  granted  by  the  charter. 
Until  very  recently,  tolls  were  collected  every  day  in  the  week  upon  all  articles  coming  to  the 
town  for  sale,  and  the  exaction  was  sought  to  be  justified  under  a clause  in  the  charter,  which 
grants  to  the  corporation  that  no  person  other  than  such  as  shall  be  admitted  into  the  freedom 
of  the  town,  should  sell  by  retail  any  goods  or  merchandises,  withiu  the  compass  of  three 
miles  round  the  borough,  without  the  license  of  Sir  Richard  Boyle,  his  heirs  or  assigns;  bffi 
such  attempt,  in  consequence  of  recent  opposition  to  it,  is  now  given  up,  and  the  collection  is 
confined  to  the  fairs  and  one  market  in  the  week ; and  some  reduction  has  also,  from  the  same 
cause,  been  made  in  the  amount  of  the  sums  collected. 

20.  Previously  to  this  opposition  to,  and  consequent  reduction  in  the  tolls,  they  were  Is 
annually,  by  private  contract,  at  a rent  of  £120 ; and  it  is  to  be  supposed  that  the  .lesseena 
some  profit  from  them,  as  the  same  person  continued  the  tenant  for  several  years.  Beture 
the  year  1823,  they  were  let  to  the  present  recorder,  and  he  was  permitted  to  expend  therein 
which  he  was  to  pay  for  them  upon  the  Tepairs  of  the  streets.  For  the  last  two  years,  t 
tolls  have  been  collected  for  the  corporation. 

The  market  tolls  amount  to  about  £1 10s.  a week. 

The  fair  tolls,  from  £21  to  £24  annually. 

The  shambles’  rents,  to  about  £32  a year.  . . • 

The  profits  of  the  market-house  are  hut  small,  and  vary  very  much.  They  arise  P 
pally  From  lees  charged,  contrary  to  the  Act  of  Parliament,  on  weighing  potatoes,  foi  J ^ 
purpose  -the  corporation  maintain  a beam  .and  scales  there.  This  charge  is  made  every-  ) 
the  week-;  but  any  quantity  remaining  .over  unsold  is  stored  in  the  market-house  witnou 
additional  ^expense. 

21.  The  above  revenue  is  expended  in  the  payment  of  the  salaries  of  the  corporate 

and  in  improvements  within  the  town ; of  these  the  chief  has  been  the  building  ot  tne  p 
market-house,  which  cost  £600.  The  expenditure  upon  it  created  a debt,  to  pay  w j 
corporation  were  obliged  to  put  the  contractor,  who  built  it,  in  possession  of  almos  atQ  ^ 
income  for  several  years.  It  is  now  liquidated ; but  a considerable  sum  is  still  ue 
treasurer,  for  >which,  however,  he  does  not  charge  interest.  . -r  of 

The  corporation  were  formerly  in  the  habit  of  expending  part  of  the  tolls  in  the 
the  streets,  but  have  latterly  discontinued  the  practice  by  reason  of  the  inhabitants  o 
having  teen,  since  the  Act  of  the  1 Will.  IV.  c.  61,  assessed  to  the  county  rates.  c • 
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jurv  of  the  County  of  Cork,  however,  decline  to  present  any  money  for  this  purpose  : and  a 
contractor  for  the  repairing  of  the  mail  coach  line  of  road,  from  Cork  to  Bantry,  which  runs 
through  the  town  of  Cloughnakilty,  alleges  that  so  much  of  the  road  as  lies  within  the  town  is 
not  included  in  his  contract,  and  in  this  view  he  is  supported  by  the  turnpike  board  who 
employed  him.  In  consequence  of  these  differences,  the  streets  are  very  much  out  of  repair, 
and  would  be  still  more  so,  but  for  some  voluntary  contributions  of  Lord  Shannon  and* 
some  of  the  inhabitants. 

22.  The  Accounts  of  the  corporation  revenue,  until  the  appointment  of  the  treasurer  were 
very  badly  kept.  Indeed,  previously  to  the  year  1823,  none  at  all  seem  to  have  been  kept  or 
settled.  Before  that  time,  the  tolls  were  for  many  years  leased  to  the  present  recorder 
and  he  was  permitted  to  lay  out  the  surplus  rent,  payable  by  himself,  beyond  the  amount  of 
the  salaries  of  the  corporate  officers,  in  repairs  of  the  streets  or  other  improvements,  at  his 
own  discretion,  without  rendering  or  settling  any  accounts  whatever.  From  1823,’  down 
to  the  25th  of  April  1831,  the  income  was  received  by  the  contractor  for  building  the 
market-house,  who  had  been  put  into  possession  thereof  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  sum 
agreed  to  be  paid  by  the  corporation  for  the  building.  He  settled  accounts  occasionally  with 
the  former  and  present  sovereign,  and  in  April  1831  his  debt  was  found  to  be  liquidated; 
and  thereupon  the  office  of  treasurer  was  instituted,  and  the  present  sovereign  appointed  to  it! 
Since  his  appointment  the  accounts  have  been  regularly  kept,  and  were  submitted  to  our 
inspection.  They  have  been  audited  and  settled  by  a committee  of  the  corporation,  and  a 
balance  of  £200  16s.  3 d.  appears  to  be  due  to  the  treasurer  up  to  the  14th  of  October,  1833. 

' 23.  The  sovereign  and  recorder  are  by  charter  empowered  to  hold  a Court  of  Record,  and 
to  entertain  pleas  in  all  actions,  as  well  real  as  personal,  not  exceeding  £20  current  money 
of  Ireland,  happening  or  arising  within  the  borbugh.  This  court  was  formerly  held,  and  the 
proceedings  in  it  were  as  in  the  superior  courts.  It  has,  however,  been  discontinued  since  the 
passing  ot  the  act  limiting  the  power  of  arrest  to  sums  exceeding  £20. 

24.  A Manor  Court  is  held  in  the  town  by  a seneschal  appointed  by  Lord  Shannon.  The 
present  recorder  of  the  corporation  is  seneschal.  He  holds  the  court  on  every  third  Wed- 
nesday, and,  by  a strange  practice,  has  made  it  a Court  of  Conscience  for  the  recovery  of 
sums  not  exceeding  5s.,  deciding  such  cases  himself  without  the  intervention  of  a jury,  and 
on  the  oath  of  the  plaintiff.  When  the  sum  sought  to  be  recovered  exceeds  5s.  the  proceed- 
ings are  by  civil  bill  under  the  Manor  Courts  Act;  and  this  jurisdiction  is  exercised  to  the 
extent  of  £10.  In  the  former  case  the  costs  up  to  execution  are  2s.  7d.,  in  the  latter  they  are 
Vs.  6a.,  of  which  7s.  6d.  are  taxed  against  the  defendant ; the  remaining  2s.  were  stated  to  be 
taken  under  the  authority  of  the  act  of  the  7,  8 Geo.  IV.  c.  59,  but  that  act  only  applies 
to  cases  in  which  seneschals  have  an  original  jurisdiction  to  the  amount  of  £30,  and  does  not 
therefore  authorize  the  charge  in  the  Manor  Court  of  Cloughnakilty,  where  the  seneschal’s 
ongmal  jurisdiction  is  limited  by  the  patent  to  40s.  Irish.  The  business  of  the  court  is  very 
inconsiderable,  owing  to  the  amount  of  the  costs,  and  perhaps  also  in  some  measure  to  the 
seneschal  s being  deprived  of  sight. 

25.  The  sovereign  and  recorder,  as  justices  of  the  peace,  hold  a Petty  Sessions  occasionally, 
or  the  taking  of  informations  for  offences  committed  within  the  town,  and  a similar  court  is 
field  there  by  the  county  magistrates. 

26.  The  following  Table  shows  the  state  of  the  town  in  the  year  1831 : 

Population:  males,  1772;  females,  2035.  Total,  3807. 

Occupations,  viz. 

Families  employed  in  agriculture  - 96 

Ditto  in  trade,  manufactures,  or  handicraft  - - 467 

P*tto  not  included  in  the  above  classes  ...  161 

Houses  inhabited,  581 : uninhabited,  86. 

ere  was  at  one  time  a flourishing  manufacture  of  linen  in  the  town,  which  is  now  very 
arpC  eeayed.  Not  less  than  600  weavers  formerly  had  full  employment,  at  present  there 
ofthVore  ^an  150  at  work.  The  decay  is  attributed  in  some  measure  to  the  doing  away 
smah  t °l\nty  011  exPortati°n.  There  is  something. done  in  the  manufacture  of  cottons,  and  a 
the  1 t f m corn’  l)ut’  on  the  whole,  the  condition  of  the  town  has  fallen  off  very  much  within 
dlS^t  tl6"  ^CarS’  an<^  t^ie  population  has  declined  between  the  years  1821  and  1831  from 
o e number  above  mentioned.  We  send  herewith  copies  of  the  following  Documents  :. 
i.  Schedule  of  Costs  in  Court  of  Record. 

■ Schedule  of  Tolls  of  Fairs  and  Markets, 
o.  Schedule  of  Costs  in  Seneschal’s  Court. 


•N-B.  Inquiry  proceeded  with 


ACHESON  LYLE, 
PHILIP  FOGARTY, 


? Commissioners. 


on  the  25th  of  September  1 833,  and  further  prosecuted  on  the 
16th  of  October  following. 


CLOUGHNA- 

KILTY. 


Accounts  of. 


Borougli  Court. 


Manor  Court. 


Petty  Sessions'.  - 


Statistical 

Details. 
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CITY  OF  CORK 


1.  THE  Corporation  of  Cork  is  very  ancient,  so  much  so  as  to  lead  to  the  opinion  that  it 
exists  by  prescription. 

The  earliest  Charter  extant  is  one  of  Henry  III.,  bearing  date  the  2nd  January,  in  the  26tli 
year  of  his  reign.  It  is  enrolled  in  Chancery  (Rot.  Pat.  13  Car.  II.  p.  4,  in.  28.)  This 
charter  grants  to  the  citizens  of  Cork,  that  they  and  their  heirs  may  have  and  hold  the  city 
of  Cork,  with  its  appurtenances  in  fee  farm,  at  a rent  of  fourscore  marks,  to  be  paid  annually 
at  the  Exchequer.  It  further  granted,  that  they  and  their  heirs  should  have  all  "the  prisao-e 
of  wine  custom  and  cocket,  as  well  by  land  as  by  water,  in  all  pills,  creeks,  and  strancfs, 
within  the  port  of  the  city,  and  certain  personal  privileges,  and  free  customs  therein  mentioned, 
and  amongst  others,  that  they  should  be  quit  of  the  payment  of  tolls,  customs,  pontage,  and 
all  other  customs  throughout  his  entire  dominions.” 

It  further  granted  in  the  words  following : " Concessimus  etiam  eis  omnes  tenuras  infra 
muros  et  juxta  muros  usque  ad  rectas  metas  ejusdem  civitatis  ad  respondendum  inde  pro  vo- 
luntate  sua  per  communem  assensum  ejusdem  civitatis  in  messuug  et  vigii  in  edific  super 
aquam  et  alibi  ubicunque  fuerint  in  villa  tenendum  in  libero  burgagio  scilicet  per  servitium 
landgabilium  quod  reddunt  infra  muros.  Concessimus  etiam  quod  quilibet  eorum  se  possit 
emendare  in  quantum  poterit  in  edificiis  faciendis  ubicunque  voluerit  super  ripam  sine 
dampno  civium  et  villati ; et  quod  habeant  et  possideant  omnes  terras  et  placeas  vacuas  que 
infra  preilictas  metas  continentur  ad  voluntatem  eorum  edificandum:  hrec  omnia  eisdem  con- 
cessimus sains  tenuris  et  terris  omnium  illorum  qui  terras  et  tenuras  habeant  et  cartam  Johan- 
nis  patris  nosti'i  unde  extra  muros  usque  ad  prcdictas  metas  quod  non  possit  civitas  de  terris 
illorum  sicut  nec  alii  disponere.” 

The  words  in  italics  are  contracted  in  the  enrolment  as  above. 

The  chief  officer  of  the  corporation  is  by  this  charter  called  " Provost.” 

The  next  charter  bears  date  the  12th  June,  in  the  19  Edward  I.  (enrolled  in  Chancery, 
Eot.  Pat.  13.  Car.  II.  m.  28.)  It  is  one  merely  of  confirmation. 

The  next  bears  date  the  13th  October,  31  Edward  I.,  a.  d.  1303,  (enrolled  in  Chancery, 
Rot.  Pat.  31  Edward  I.  80.)  It  granted  that  the  bailiffs  and  men  of  Cork  should  have 
murage,  as  in  other  towns  in  Ireland,  for  six  years. 

The  next  bears  date  the  20th  January,  11  Edward  II.,  a.  d.  1317,  (enrolled  Rot.  Pat.  14 
Edward  II.  m.  41 ;)  and  releases  to  the  corporation,  by  the  title  of  “ The  Mayor  and  Bailiffs, 
aad  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  Cork,”  all  account  on  foot  of  the  murage  granted  by  the  last 
charter.  This  appears  to  he  the  first  charter  in  which  the  office  of  mayor  is  named. 

^enext  charter  bears  date  the  20th  July,  12  Edward  II.,  a.  d.  1318,  (enrolled  in  Chancery, 
■13  Charles  II.  m.  28.)  It  confirms  the  charter  19  Edward  I.,  and  grants  that  the  mayor, 
when  elected,  may  be  sworn  before  his  predecessor  in  office,  instead  of  going  to  Dublin  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  the  oaths  before  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer.  It  also  grants  to  the 
mayor  and  bailiffs  the  assize  of  bread,  the  assay  of  weights  and  measures,  and  certain  other 
privileges  usual  in  charters  of  that  period,  but  none  of  importance. 

This  charter  was  followed  by  one  bearing  date  17th  July,  4 Edward  III.,  one  dated  12th 
ebruary,  5 Edward  III.,  one  dated  2d  January,  5 Richard  II.,  (all  enrolled  on  the  same, 
• Pat.  13  Car.  II.  m.  .28.  d.)  These  are  all  mere  charters  of  confirmation. 

The  next  charter  bears  date  the  1 st  December,  2 Edward  IV.  (enrolled  Rot.  Pat.  13  Car.  II. 
P-4,  m.  28.)  It  confirms  all  the  former  charters,  and  after  reciting  that  the  mayor  and 
s^°^lty  had  eleven  parish  churches  to  the  city  belonging,  together  with  suburbs  to  the 
city  annexed,  of  the  space  and  length  of  one  mile  ex  utrdque  parte  civitatis,  for  which 
stmtwl  a reu*‘  marks  annually  to  the  Crown,  so  long  as  the  suburbs  remained  unde- 
; and  reciting  further,  that  the  suburbs  were  destroyed  by  Irish  enemies  and  English 
^ / and  aad  been  so  for  fifty  years  then  past,  whereby  the  mayor  and  commonalty  were 
consti-6  ,°  Pay  renh  remitted  the  arrear,  and  granted  them  the  cocket  of  the  city  for  the 
the  same101*  °*  wa^s>  to  hold  until  they  should  be  able  to  go  peaceably  one  mile  outside 

cWte  QlXt  bCarS  date  the  lst  August>  I5  Henry  VII.,  and  is  enrolled  as  the  last.  This 
their  * ^ Confirms  former  charters,  and  further  grants  that,  the  mayor  and  citizens,  and 
as  miSbt  enJ°y  their  franchises  as  well  within  the  city  and  suburbs  of  the  same, 

point  Port  of  the  said  city,  and  every  part  thereof,  viz.  : “ As  far  as  the  shore, 

shore  n ca^ed  Rewrawne,  on  the  western  part  of  the  said  port.,  and  as  far  as  to  the 

88  fc  aTtb  °r  Stran(*  °f  the  sea,  called  Benowdran,  on  the  eastern  part  of  the  same  port,  and 
creeks  b™  Castle  of  Carrigrohan,  on  the  western  side  of  the  said  city,  and  in  all  towns,  pills, 
M.  C jP*  EnC*  straQC*s  *n  an^  to  which  the  sea  ebbs  and  flows  in  length  and  breadth  within. 
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REPORTS  FROM  COMMISSIONERS  ON 


CITY  OF  CORK. 

I Henry  VIII. 

28  Henry  VIII. 

3 Edward  IV. 

18  Elizabeth. 


6 James  I. 


7 Charles  I. 


9 George  II. 


the  aforesaid  two  points,  called  Rewrawne  and  Benowdran.”  It  then,  after  reciting  to  the 
effect  as  in  the  charter  of  Edward  IV.,  releases  during  pleasure  all  arrears  of  the  rent  oTro 
marks  reserved  by  the  charter  of  Henry  III.,  up  to  the  date  of  the  charter,  and  grants  rt, 
in  future,  the  corporation  in  lieu  thereof,  should  render  at  the  Exchequer  201bs.  of  wax 

The  next  charter  bears  date  the  24th  February,  1 Henry  VIII.,  enrolled  as  the  last  anJ  '• 
one  merely  of  confirmation.  J B 

The  next  bears  date  the  11th  March,  28  Henry  VIII.  It  grants  that  the  mayor  micrh 
have  a sword  carried  before  him,  and  that  the  sword-bearer  should  wear  a particular  desc^' 
tion  of  cap,  a ceremony  which  is  still  observed,  and  grants  to  the  mayor  the  custody  of  th 
castle.  * e 

The  next  bears  date  the  9th  May,  3 Edward  VI.,  is  enrolled  as  above,  and  is  one  merely  of 
confirmation. 

The  next  bears  date  the  1st  December,  IS  Elizabeth,  and  is  enrolled  as  above.  It  trrant< 
that  the  mayor,  recorder,  and  bailiffs,  and  the  four  senior  aldermen  who  had  served  the=o(5ce 
of  mayor  of  the  city,  though  they  should  have  ceased  to  be  mayor,  as  long  as  they  should  be 
aldermen,  should  be  keepers  of  the  peace  within  the  city  as  well  by  land  as  by  water;  and  that 
those  persons,  or  three  of  them,  of  whom  the  mayor  and  recorder  to  be  one,  should  be  justices 
of  oyer  and  terminer  and  general  gaol  delivery,  and  to  inquire  of  all  felonies,  trespasses,  &c 
within  the  city,  and  the  liberties  of  the  same.  It  further  grants  to  the  corporation  all  finis 
and  amercements,  & c.  within  the  city,  as  well  before  the  justices  as  all  other  judges  forfeited. 

The  next  bears  date  the  10th  March,  6 James  I.  (enrolled  in  Chancery,  7 James  I.  p.i) 
It  recites  that  the  city  of  Cork  was  an  ancient  city,  and  was  incorporated  by  letters  patent  of 
King  Henry  III.,  and  long  before;  and  that  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  and  citizens  of  the  city  of 
Cork  had  en  joyed  divers  privileges.  It  then  grants  that  the  city  of  Cork  for  ever  thereafter 
should  be  a free  city  of  itself,  and  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  and  citizens  of  the  city,  by  whatever 
name  or  names  they  had  been  theretofore  incorporated,  and  their  successors  for  ever,  should 
be  one  body  corporate,  in  deed,  fact  ancl  name,  by  the  name  of  “ The  Mayor,  Sheriffs,  and 
Commonalty  of  the  City  of  Cork,”  which  is  their  present  style.  It  further  grants  that  there 
should  annually  be  one  of  the  most  honest  and  discreet  citizens,  according  to  the  ancient 
manner  and  custom  of  the  city,  elected  to  be  mayor,  and  two  honest  and  discreet  citizens  to 
be  sheriffs,  and  that  the  mayor,  sheriffs,  and  commonalty,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  of  whom 
the  mayor  and  one  sheriff  should  always  be  two,  should  have  power  to  make  bye-laws  for  the 
government  of  the  city,  ancl  the  officers  of  the  corporation,  and  the  residents  within  the  city. 
It  further  grants  that  the  city  of  Cork  and  all  lands  extending  from  the  walls  of  the  city  lor 
the  space  and  circuit  of  three  miles  on  every  side  should  be  measured  and  marked  out  by 
commissioners,  who  are  named  in  the  charter,  and  thenceforward  should  be  a distinct  county, 
to  be  called  “ The  County  of  the  City  of  Cork,”  and  that  the  commissioners  should  describe  the 
boundaries  to  be  fixed  upon  by  them  in  an  indenture  to  be  returned  into  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery. It  further  grants  that  the  mayor,  recorder,  and  their  successors,  and  the  four  senior 
aldermen  who  should  have  served  the  office  of  mayor,  so  long  as  they,  continue  aldermen, 
should  be  justices  of  the  peace  within  the  city,  and  within  the  county  of  the  same  city,  and 
the  liberties  and  suburbs  of  the  same,  as  well  by  land  as  by  water,  and  should  have  power  to 
inquire,  hear  and  determine,  as  often  as  it  should  seem  expedient  to  them,  of  all  felonies, 
trespasses,  forestallings,  &c.  within  the  city.  Licence  is  granted  to  hold  two  fairs,  with  all 
tolls,  & c.,  and  the  corporation  is  released  from  the  annual  payment  of  the  201bs.  of  wax. 
This  charter  also  creates  a corporation  of  the  staple,  with  the  same  privileges  as  the  corpora- 
tions of  the  staple  of  London  or  Dublin. 

. The  commissioners  appointed  in  this  charter  settled  the  boundaries  of  the  county  of  the 
city  as  thereby  directed,  and  made  a return  thereof  into  the  Court  of  Chancery  by  indenture 
bearing  date  the  16th  day  of  July  1609. 

• nu*2  next  c^arter  hears  date  5th  April,  in  the  7th  year  of  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  (enrolled 
in  Chancery,  Rot.  Pat.  13  Charles  II.  p.  4.)  It  confirms  former  charters,  and  recites  that  the 
city  of  Cork,  ancl  the  grounds  and  premises,  as  measured  and  settled  under  the  commission 
of  James  I.,  should  be  a county  in  itself,  and  called  « The  County  of  the  City  of  Cork;”  that 
the  mayor,  recorder.^and  four  senior  aldermen,  should  be  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  same, 
and  that  justices  of  the  county  of  Cork  should  not  act  in  the  city ; and  further  directs  that 
each  mayor,  on  retiring  from  office,  should  be  an  alderman,  and  that  all  the  aldermen  should 
be  members  of  the  common  council,  provided  the  number  should  not  exceed  twenty-four.*  It 
further  grants  that  the  mayor  of  the  city  should  be  the  first  commissioner  named  in  every 
commission  to  be  executed  within  the  county  of  the  city  of  Cork.  That  the  mayor,  sheriffs, 
and  commonalty  should  have  power  to  elect  the  town  clerk,  clerk  of  the  Crown,  and  public 
notary,  and  also  to  elect  six  of  the  aldermen  of  the  ward,  who  should  have  power  to  hear  and 
determine  all  causes  between  party  and  party,  not  exceeding  40s.,  arising  within  their  respec- 
tive wards.  ° ° 

The  next  charter  bears  date  2d  January,  9 George  II.  (enrolled  in  Chancery,  9 Geo. 

It  grants  that  all  the  aldermen  of  the  city  of  Cork,  immediately  after  they  shall  have  retired 

* The  original  words  of  the  charier  of  Charles  I.  as  to  this  point  are  exceedingly  obscure, 
they  are  as  follows  : “ Volumus  etiam  quod  quilibet  major  civitatis  predicta;  cum  a majoritate  suft  re- 
cesserit  unus  aldermannorum  diets  civitatis  sit  et  reputetur  et  quod  quilibet  alius  futurus  imp<^ 
terum  aldermamius  et  commune  concilium  dictee  civitatis  per  inajorem  numerum  majoris  viceconii" 
turn  et  communitatis  eligatur  quodque  riumevus  dictorum  aldermannorum  et  communis  concilu 
excedat  vigiuti  quatuor.” 
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from  the  office  of  mayor,  shall  be  justices  of  the  peace  within  the  county  of  the  city  of  Cork, 
with  like  power  as  conferred  upon  the  four  senior  aldermen  by  the  charter  of  Charles  I. 

The  last  charter  granted  to  the  corporation  was  by  George  II.,  dated  3d  March,  in  the  21st 
of  his  reign,  (enrolled  Rot.  Pat.  21  Geo.  II.  p.  3.)  It  gives  licence  to  the  corporation  to  hold 
two  fairs  annually  at  a place  called  the  Lough,  within  the  liberties,  and  to  take  the  usual  tolls. 

There  is  also  a charter  of  the  13th  December,  3 James  II.,  (a.  d.  1687,)  which  is  enrolled, 
(Rot.  Pat.  3 Jac.  II.  p.  1,  m.  21.)  This  was  founded  upon  a seizure  of  the  franchises,  under 
a judgment  of  the  Exchequer,  and  being,  for  that  reason,  invalid,  has  now  no  operation. 

By  the  provisions  of  those  several  charters,  except  the  last,  explained  by  ancient  usa^e  and 
by  a series  of  bye-laws  passed  and  bearing  date  respectively  the  5th,  12th,  and  14th  days  of 
February  1721,  the  corporation  professes  to  be  governed  at  present  in  the  administration  of 
its  affairs. 

2.  The  Title  of  the  Corporation  is  that  conferred  by  the  charter  of  James  I.  viz.  ,c  The 
Mayor,  Sheriffs,  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  Cork  and  the  Limits  of  its  jurisdiction  are 
the  bounds  of  the  county  of  the  city,  which  are  still  the  same  as  those  laid  down  by  the 
commissioners  under  the  charter  of  James  I.  and  which  were  confirmed  by  the  charter 
of  Charles  I. 

3.  The  different  Classes  in  the  corporation  are  the  mayor,  sheriffs,  aldermen,  burcresses, 
and  commonalty  or  freemen. 

4.  The  Election  of  the  Mayor  is  now  regulated  by  one  of  the  bye-laws  of  the  14th  Febru- 
ary 1721,  which  enacts  ff  That  upon  all  elections  to  be  thereafter  made  of  mayor  or  sheriffs, 
the  commonalty  shall  annually  assemble  at  the  Guildhall  in  the  city  on  the  usual  day  of 
election,  being  that  day  which  is  three  calendar  months  next  before  the  Monday  next  after 
Michaelmas  day;  and  that  then  and  there  in  open  court  the  mayor  for  the  time  beino1  shall 
order  the  name  of  all  the  burgesses  or  persons  who  have  served  as  sheriffs  of  the  sa?d  city, 
and  who  shall  be  resident  within  the  said  city,  and  no  others,  to  be  written  on  several  tickets, 
or  small  pieces  of  paper  of  equal  bigness,  and  all  the  said  tickets  shall  be  by  the  then  present 
mayor  put  into  a hat,  and  five  of  the  said  tickets,  and  no  more,  shall  be  drawn  out  of  the 
said  hat  in  open  court  by  a child,  to  be  for  that  purpose  appointed  by  the  mayor  for  the 
time  being ; and  the  said  five  persons  whose  names  shall  be  written  on  the  said  five  tickets 
so  drawn  out,  shall  be  the  persons  to  stand  candidates,  and  be  put  in  nomination  to  be  elected 
to  serve  as  mayor  of  the  said  city  for  the  ensuing  year ; and  as  soon  as  the  said  nomination 
shall  be  made  as  aforesaid,  that  then  and  immediately  afterwards,  the  same  day,  in  open 
court,  every  freeman  and  member  of  the  whole  city  or  body  politic  then  present  shall  be 
polled,  and  his  vote  taken  for  one  of  the  said  persons  so  put  in  nomination  as  aforesaid,  and 
that  whoever  of  the  said  persons  has  a majority  of  the  votes  of  all  the  freemen,  then  present, 
shall  immediately  be  esteemed  to  be  duly  elected  to  serve  as  mayor  of  the  said  city  for  the 
ensuing  year : Provided  that  if  any  two  or  more  of  the  said  five  candidates,  or  persons  so  put 
in  nomination,  shall  have  equal  votes,  that  the  mayor  for  the  time  being  shall  have  a casting 
vote  to  determine  the  said  election,  over  and  beside  his  vote  as  a freeman.”  Such  is  the  form 
of  election  at  present ; but,  by  a contrivance  of  a portion  of  the  corporation,  that  part  of  it  which 
gives  a right  of  choice  among  the  five  candidates  whose  names  are  drawn  from  the  hat,  to  the 
corporate  body  at  large,  has  been  rendered  completely  nugatory. 

5.  The  mode  in  which  this  has  been  accomplished  is  the  following : — A number  of  the 
freemen  have  for  many  years  past  associated  themselves  together  in  a select  body,  called  " The 
friendly  Club.”  This  club  consists  exclusively  of  corporators,  about  500  of  whom  are  members 
of  it,  and  of  these  above  300  are  resident  within  the  city.  By  a rule  of  the  club  all  the 
members  are  bound  to  vote  for  the  senior  burgess  of  the  five  whose  names  are  drawn  from  the 
hat,  and  thus  become  candidates  for  the  office  of  mayor,  and  such  a body  going  together 
wakes  his  election  always  perfectly  sure.  It  is  difficult  to  give  a reason  for  the  club  adopt- 
ing such  a rule.  The  reasons  assigned  are,  first,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  heat  and 
excitement  of  an  annual  contested  election  for  the  office  of  mayor,  which  it  effectually  accom- 
plishes, for  no  candidate  ever  thinks  of  going  to  a contest,  or  disputing  the  office  with  the 
senior  burgess,  whose  name  is  drawn ; and  next,  that  a person  is  induced  to  undertake  the 
onerous  and.  unpaid  office  of  sheriff,  which  he  must  have  served  to  constitute  him  a burgess, 

y the  certainty  of  succeeding  to  the  lucrative  office  of  mayor  without  the  trouble  of  a contested 
election,  in  case  he  shall  be  fortunate  enough  to  be  the  senior  burgess  drawn  and  put  in 
nomination. 

didat^p56  resPec*;s  this  body,  though  it  deprives  the  freemen  of  a choice  amongst  the  can- 
• S , . the  office  of  mayor,  may,  perhaps,  effect  some  good ; but,  from  the  qualifications 
instr!!^  *n  mem^ers  as  to  political  opinions,  and  religious  profession,  it  has  been  the  main 
■do1‘H  men*  ky  which  the  corporation  of  Cork  has  been  made  so  exclusive,  with  regard  both  to 
cs  and  religion,  as  it  will  hereafter  appear  to  be. 

e rule  of  the  club  as  to  the  election  of  mayor  has  of  late  been  somewhat  relaxed,  and 
be  ^embers  ara  now  at  liberty  to  vote  for  either  of  the  two  senior  burgesses  whose  names  may 
punvr>a5Vn V cban§e  gives  a little  more  freedom  of  choice,  but  having  been  made  for  the 

°.  Preveiding  the  election  of  an  obnoxious  individual  to  the  office  of  mayor,  shows 

6.  'vlI'1°US  ant^  °PPressi'’e  such  a power  vested  in  such  a body  may  become. 
afte^e-freemen  in  the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred  are  thus  limited  by  the  Bye-law  of  1721 
^strict'  °lCe  mayor  to  one  of  the  five  burgesses  drawn  from  the  hat;  and  some  similar 
copy  of0^!1!0- ,he  election  °f  this  officer  appears  from  entries  in  the  corporation  books  (a 

J wnicfi  is  herewith  sent)  to  have  existed  from  the  earliest  period  to  which  the  records 
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of  the  corporation  extend;  the  charters,  however,  require  no  qualification  in  'he  person  elected 
save  that  he  should  be  of  the  commonalty,  that  is,  a freeman. 

Under  the  « New  Rules,”  25  Charles  II.,  the  names  of  the  mayor,  as  also  of  the  sheriff, 
recorder,  and  town  clerk,  must  he  submitted  to  the  lord  lieutenant  and  council,  and  approved 
of  by  them  before  entering  on  their  offices. 

7.  The  Aldermen  are  such  members  of  the  corporation  as  have  served  the  office  of  mavo  • 
they  are  therefore  unlimited  as  to  number ; (they  are  at  present  fourteen ;)  of  this  body  sis  ar’ 
called  “ Aldermen  of  the  Ward,”  and  are  entitled  to  certain  emoluments  which  we  shall 
explain  when  we  come  to  describe  their  functions. 

8.  The  only  pecuniary  advantages  possessed  by  an  ordinary  alderman  are  those  that 
belong  to  the  freemen  at  large,  and  that  their  widows  are  entitled  to  a small  annual  pension 
All  the  aldermen  are  members  of  the  common  council,  and  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  countv 
of  the  city  of  Cork.  They  are  also,  under  the  provisions  of  local  Acts,  members  of  variou’ 
boards.  "Their  Functions  in  this  respect  will  be  explained  as  we  treat  of  those  boards. 

9.  The  Sheriffs  are  elected  under  the  provisions  of  a bye-law  of  the  same  date  as  that  for 

the  election  of  the  mayor,  whereby  it  is  enacted,  “That,  as  soon  as  the  election  of  mayor  shall 
be  annually  determined  in  the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred,  the  mayor  for  the  time  being  shall 
nominate  one  of  the  freemen  of  the  city,  not  being  an  alderman,  common  councilman,  or 
burgess,  to  stand  candidate,  and  he  put  in  nomination,  on  the  election,  for  one  of  the  sheriffs 
of  the  said  city  to  serve  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  the  mayor  then  newly  elected  shall 
nominate  a second  person,  and  the  recorder  shall  nominate  a third  person,  and  the  coramoa 
speaker  a fourth  person  out  of  the  freemen  as  aforesaid ; the  common  speaker  to  consult  the 
freemen,  and  name  the  person  whom  they  desire  to  be  put  up,  and  in  case  he  should  name 
notwithstanding,  a person  contrary  to  their  sense,  the  commons  then  to  have  the  liberty  to 
have  a poll,  and  on  whom  the  majority  shall  fall  upon  the  said  poll,  he  shall  be  the  person 
in  like  manner  named  by  the  common  speaker : Provided  always,  that  if  the  mayor  elect 

be  absent,  the  sheriffs  for  the  time  being  shall  nominate  for  him;  and  if  the  recorder  be  absent, 
he  shall  leave  directions  in  writing  with  the  name  of  the  person  to  be  nominated  for  him, 
which  if  he  neglects  to  do,  the  sheriffs  for  the  time  being  shall  likewise  nominate  for  him;  and 
if  the  sheriffs  shall  disagree  in  either  of  the  said  cases,  they  shall  draw  lots  which  of  them 
shall  have  the  power  to  nominate ; and  the  said  four  persons  so  nominated,  and  not  beintr 
aldermen,  common  councilmen,  or  burgesses,  shall  stand  candidates,  and  he  put  in  nomination 
for  the  office  of  sheriffs  of  the  said  city  for  the  ensuing  year ; and  that,  as  soon  as  the  said 
nomination  of  the  said  four  persons  shall  be  made  in  manner  aforesaid,  that  then  immediately, 
in  open  court,  the  same  day,  every  freeman  or  member  of  the  said  city  or  corporation  then 
present  shall  be  polled,  and  his  vote  taken  for  two  of  the  said  four  persons  so  nominated  as 
aforesaid,  and  that  the  two  of  the  said  four  persons,  who  shall  appear  to  have  the  majority  of 
the  votes  of  all  the  freemen  then  present,  shall  immediately  he  esteemed  to  be  elected  to  serve 
as  sheriffs  for  the  said  county  for  the  ensuing  year ; provided  that,  upon  an  equality  of  votes, 
the  mayor  for  the  time  being  shall  have  the  casting  vote,  as  in  the  case  of  the  election  of  mayor." 

Such  is  the  form  of  election  to  the  office  of  sheriff ; hut  another  rule  of  the  same  body, 
the  Friendly  Club,  has  rendered  such  election  perfectly  nominal. 

10.  The  Club  meets  annually  on  the  second  Wednesday  in  May,  the  first  Monday  in  July 
being  always  the  day  of  election  of  the  mayor  and  sheriff's.  At  this  meeting  any  member  of 
the  club,  who  has  not  before  served  the  office  of  sheriff,  may  offer  himself  to  serve,  and  any 
other  member  may  propose  a candidate,  such  candidate  being  a member  of  the  club ; and 
upon  the  candidates  so  proposed  a poll  is  taken,  and  by  a rule  of  the  club  all  the  members 
of  it  are  bound  to  support,  in  the  election  of  sheriff,  the  two  persons  who  on  that  poll  taken  in 
the  club  shall  have  a majority  of  voices.  The  common  speaker  of  the  current  yrear  is  usually 
chosen  by  the  club  as  one  of  the  two. 

On  the  day  of  election  those  two  persons  are  proposed,  one  of  them  by  the  common 
speaker,  the  other  by  the  mayor ; two  other  persons,  who  are  merely  nominal  candidates,  are 
proposed  by  the  mayor  elect  and  the  recorder,  and  the  two  persons  so  chosen  by  the  club  are 
as  a matter  of  course  elected  to  the  office. 

1 1.  By  thus,  in  fact,  nominating  annually  the  sheriffs,  whose  office  is  the  introduction  to  all 
others,  both  honorary  and  lucrative,  the  Friendly  Club  have  complete  dominion  over  the 
political  opinions  of  the  corporation  and  do  not  fail  to  exercise  it,  there  being  no  instance  for 
many  years  of  a person  of  political  opinions  different  from  those  latterly  denominated  con- 
servative, or,  at  any  time,  of  a Roman  Catholic  having  been  elected  to  the  office  of  sheriff 
And  that  the  opinions  of  the  persons  elected  to  the  office  of  sheriff  must  give  a tone 
and  character  to  the  opinions  of  the  corporation  at  large  is  manifest  from  this,  that  the 
sheriffs,  having  served  office,  become  burgesses,  from  amongst  whom  the  mayors  mustbe 
selected,  and  they,  having  served  that  office  and  become  aldermen,  constitute,  with  a varying 
number  of  the  other  burgesses,  the  common  council,  and  the  common  council,  as  will  be 
hereafter  seen,  nominate  the  freemen  and  have  the  control  and  management  of  all  the  affiurs 
of  the  corporation. 

Under  such  circumstances  it  is  not  extraordinary  that  the  corporation  should  have  become 
exclusive  in  politics  and  religious  opinions ; but  it  is  truly  surprising  to  find  this  feeling  carried 
to  such  extent,  that  in  a city,  where  a large  majority  of  the  population  and  much  of  ® 
wealth  and  respectability  of  the  commercial  interest  are  Roman  Catholic,  there  should 
but  73  persons  professing  that  religion  on  a panel  of  2665  freemen. 

The  bye-laws,  to  which  we  have  adverted  as  regulating  the  elections  to  the  offices  of  may® 
and  sheriffs,  appear  to  us  of  very  doubtful  validity.  In  limiting  the  choice  of  the  freemeI1 
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articular  classes,  and  even  to  individuals,  as  well  as  in  other  respects,  they  seem  to  violate  CITY  OF  CORK, 
established  principles  of  law. 

12.  Those  freemen  who  have  served  the  office  of  sheriff  are  denominated  Burgesses.  The  Burgesses, 
turfesses  are,  therefore,  unlimited  in  number ; the  only  privileges  they  have  beyond  those  of 

other  freemen  are,  that  from  amongst  them  the  mayor  must  be  elected,  and  that  certain 
members  of  the  council  are  taken  from  their  body.  Their  widows,  also,  are  entitled  to  a 
small  pension  from  the  corporate  funds. 

13.  The  Common  Council,  though  recognised  and  apparently  regulated  by  the  charter  of  Common  Council, 
diaries  I.,  is  not  constituted  by  it  or  any  other  charter.  It  appears,  however,  to  have  existed 

a-  a separate  and  select  body  from  the  earliest  period  to  which  the  records  extend.  It  is 
composed  of  the  mayor,  recorder,  two  sheriffs,  and  all  the  aldermen,  not  exceeding  in  all 
twenty-four:  should  the  aldermen  with  the  above  members  not  make  up  that  number,  so  many 
are  elected  from  amongst  the  burgesses  as  will  complete  it. 

14.  The  Mode  of  Election  is  regulated  by  a bye-law  of  the  14th  February  1721,  which  Mode  of  Election'to 
provides  “That  upon  the  death,  resignation,  or  legal  removal  of  any  one  or  more  of  the  members  Common  Council, 
of  the  Common  Council,  the  mayor  for  the  time  being,  within  twenty-one  days  after  the  occur- 
rence of  such  vacancy,  shall  proceed  to  the  election  of  such  common  councilman  at  a Court  of 

D'Oyer  Hundred,  to  be  assembled  for  the  purpose  by  public  notice,  posted  eight  days  at. 
least,  before  the  election ; that  at  such  court  the.  mayor  shall  order  the  names  of  all  the 
burgesses  resident  within  the  city,  and  not  being  members  of  tlie  council,  to  be  written  on 
tickets  or  small  pieces  of  paper  of  equal  bigness,  and  that  the  tickets  shall  be  put  into  a hat, 
and  five  of  them  drawn  out  by  a child,  to  be  for  that  purpose  appointed  by  the  mayor;  and 
that  the  names  of  the  five  persons  so  drawn  out  shall  be  put  in  nomination  as  candidates  for 
one  member  of  the  common  council,  and  that  thereupon  the  freemen  present  shall  be  polled, 
and  whoever  of  the  five  shall  appear  to  have  the  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  freemen  then 
present,  shall  be  esteemed  to  be  elected  member  of  the  common  council;  and  in  case  of  an 
equality  of  votes,  the  mayor  to  have  a casting  vote,  as  in  the  case  of  the  election  of  mayor,  and 
so  until  the  number  of  vacancies  shall  be  filled  up.” 


15.  Here  again  the  Friendly  Club  interpose,  though  the  object  does  not  seem  to  be  other 
than  to  prevent  the  trouble  of  a contest.  By  another  of  their  Rules  all  the  members  of  the 
club  are  bound  to  support  the  senior  burgess  of  the  five,  whose  names  are  drawn  from  the  hat, 
and  he  is  of  course  always  elected. 

16.  In  case  a person  be  elected  to  the  office  of  mayor  who  has  not  been  previously  a 
member  of  the  council,  and  who  on  going  out  of  office  becomes  such,  the  burgess  who  has 
been  last  elected  retires  from  the  council  until  another  vacancy  occur,  when  he  resumes  his 
place  without  another  election. 

The  common  speaker  is  entitled  to  be  present  at  the  meetings  of  the  council,  but  is  not  a 
member  of  the  body. 

17.  By  a provision  of  the  same  Bye-law  of  the  14th  February  1721,  it  is  enacted,  “That  no 
Bye-law  or  Ordinance,  either  to  repeal  all  or  any  part  of  a former  bye-law,  shall  at  any  time  he 
made,  or  have  the-  force  or  sanction  of  a bye-law  to  bind  the  corporation,  unless  the  same 
shall  have  its  rise  in  the  common  council,  or  be  brought,  in  by  petition  from  the  commonalty, 
and  then  approved  of  by  a majority  of  the  common  council,  or  such  of  tliem  as  shall  attend 
after  due  summons  and  notice ; and  if  the  common  council  shall  approve  thereof,  and  think,  it 
a good  and  wholesome  bye-law,  then  the  mayor  shall,  in  open  Court  of  D’Oyer-Huudred, 
duly  summoned  upon  proper  notice,  propose  the  same  bye-law  to  he  established  by  the  com- 
monalty and  freemen,  who  shall  for  that  purpose  be  polled,  and  the  same  be  established  or 
rejected  by  a majority  of  voices:  Provided  always,  that  no  bye-law  shall  pass  the  common 
eouncil  or  Court,  of  D’Oyer  Hundred,  the  same  day  on  which  it  is  first  proposed  or  petitioned 
for,  and  seven  days  at  the  least  to  be  between  that  and  the  next  court ; and  that  the  bye-law  so 
proposed  shall,  in  the  mean,  time,  be  lodged  in  the  town  clerk’s  office  to  be  perused  by  any 
of  the  freemen,  and  if  any  freeman  demands  it  he  shall  have  a copy  thereof;  and  that  the 
town  clerk  upon  such  bye-laws  being  lodged  with  him,  shall'  cause  an  advertisement  to  be 
published  giving  the  freemen  notice  thereof,  and  that  the  same  is  ready  for  their  perusal.” 

18.  Besides  bye-laws,  all  orders  for  the  payment  of  money,  and  for  the  letting  and  dis- 
posal of  the  corporate  property,  and  for  the  admission  of  freemen,  must  originate  in  the 
Common  Council,  though  afterwards  to.  be  confirmed  in  the  Court,  of  D’Oyer  Hundred. 

19.  The  Freedom  of  the  corporation  is  acquired  by  Birth-,  Servitude;,  or  Grace  Especial. 

fhe  title  to  the  freedom  by  birth  is  now  confined  to  the  eldest  born  sons  of  freemen,  none 

« the  other  sous  being  considered  as  having  any  title  to  it. 

A title  to  the  freedom  by  Servitude  is  acquired  by  having  served  an  apprenticeship  of  seven 
to  a freeman,  under  indentures  enrolled  in  the  town  clerk’s  office,  such  enrolment  to  be 
“ade  within  six  mont  hs  after  their,  date. 

^ersons  having  an  inchoate  title  to  the  freedom  in  either  of  those  ways,  must  apply'  by 
Fution  to  the  common  council,  who  make  inquiry  into  the  facts,  and  if  satisfied  of  the  right, 

k4?  an  order  for  their  admission,  and  such  order  having  been  made,  the  persons  applying 
whlu  ^ "?y  fime’  takil*g  the  necessary  oaths,  and  paying  the  fees,  which  amount  on  the 
— d 14s.  6 d.  besides  the  stamp  duty,  have  their  names  placed  upon,  the  panel  of 

Plaiiii  other  Title  to  the  freedom  is  now  recognised  by  the  corporation,  it  appears 

there  ^ ^ entries  in  their  books,  that  formerly  the  right  was  more  extensive,  inasmuch  as 
are  many  entries  of  persons  having  been  from  time  to  time  admitted  “by  the  right  they 
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claimed,”  as  being  married  to  the  daughters  of  freemen.  Nor  does  it  appear  that  in  forme 
periods  the  right  by  birth  was  confined  to  the  eldest  son,  there  being  numerous  entries  of  th? 
admission  of  persons  to  the  freedom  by  right,  each  of  whom  is  designated  therein  "as  a son” 
of  an  ancient  freeman. 


22.  The  entries  of  admission  by  Right,  of  Marriage  occur  at  different  intervals  from  the  year 

1673  to  the  year  1738,  though  the  corporation  by  a bye-law  bearing  date  the  5th  February 
1721,  regulating  the  admission  of  freemen,  would  seem  even  then  to  limit  the  title  to  persons 
having  served  apprenticeships  of  seven  years,  or  being  the  eldest  sons  of  freemen.  5 

23.  It  further  appears,  that  at  an  early  period  the  Freedom  of  the  corporation  was 
purchased  at  prices  varying  from  time  to  time,  and  subject  sometimes  to  abatement,  under 
the  provisions  of  a bye-law,  in  case  the  party  so  purchasing  his  freedom  should  marry  within 
the  city. 

24.  The  Mayor  also  had  the  privilege  of  nominating  one  freeman  during  his  year  of  office; 
this  privilege  was  however  taken  away  by  a bye-law  bearing  date  the  27th  of  February  1702' 
and  in  lieu  thereof  a sum  of  £5  in  addition  to  his  salary  was  allowed  to  him. 

25.  In  addition  to  these,  it  appears  that  the  right  conferred  on  Protestant  Settlers  and 
Strangers  by  the  Statute  of  Charles  II.,  and  the  new  rules  made  pursuant  thereto,  was  fully 
recognised  in  this  corporation ; and  there  are  numerous  entries  of  the  admission  of  such 
persons  to  the  freedom,  on  payment  of  the  sum  of  20s.  prescribed  by  the  Act. 

Some  doubt  has  been  raised,  whether  the  freedom  so  conferred  gave  the  persons  takino  it 
out  all  the  privileges  of  freemen  at  large,  or  whether  it  was  confined  to  trading  and  commer- 
cial immunities,  as  there  are  some  entries  in  the  books  of  persons,  formerly  so  admitted  under 
the  statute,  being  afterwards  admitted  to  the  freedom  at  large. 

But  whatever  were  the  privileges  it  conferred,  the  corporation  now  prevent  all  question 
on  the  subject,  by  refusing  altogether  to  recognise  such  Right  of  admission. 

About  five  or  six  years  ago,  a Mr.  Palmer,  an  Englishman,  who  came  to  settle  within  the 
city,  applied  to  the  corporation  to  be  admitted,  and  was  refused,  though  there  was  no  question 
but  that  his  case  came  within  the  provisions  of  the  statute.  He  took  the  oaths  before  a 
county  magistrate,  and  then  applied  to  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench  for  a mandamus  to  oblige 
the  corporation  to  admit  him.  The  law  agent  of  the  corporation,  by  their  direction,  resisted 
the  application.  A conditional  order  was  granted  by  the  court ; but  before  the  case  came 
to  argument,  Mr.  Palmer  died.  The  resistance  to  this  claim  cost  the  corporation,  in  law 
expenses,  £146  10s.,  besides  a sum  of  £86  Os.  Id.,  which  they  granted  to  Mr.  Sheriff 
Deane,  to  reimburse  him  the  costs  of  an  action,  brought  against  him  by  Mr.  Palmer,  for  an 
assault,  in  turning  him  out  of  the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred,  when,  after  taking  the  oaths 
before  a county  magistrate,  he  insisted  on  taking  his  place  there  as  a freeman. 

26.  Thus  it  would  appear,  that,  in  this,  as  in  all  other  corporations  which  we  visited,  the 
struggle  has  been  always  to  narrow  and  limit  all  right  to  the  freedom  as  much  as  possible, 
and  to  confine  the  admission  to  the  corporation  to  the  more  convenient  mode  of  grace  especial. 
Nor  does  this  spirit,  in  the  case  of  the  corporation  of  Cork,  seem  to  be  yet  extinguished;  as 
though  the  service  of  apprenticeship  to  attorneys  has  been  always  considered  to  confer  the 
right,  and  many  of  the  present  freemen,  and  amongst  others,  the  town  clerk,  were  admitted 
by  virtue  of  such  service,  the  corporation  have,  within  these  three  years,  adopted  a resolution 
of  refusing  to  recognise  a title  so  derived,  and  have  accordingly  refused  the  application  of 
several  persons  claiming  to  be  admitted  by  virtue  of  it.  The  right  by  birth  has  also,  within 
■the  last  few  years,  been  construed  more  narrowly  than  before.  Previously  to  that  time, 
persons  were  admitted  as  the  eldest  sons  of  freemen,  who  had  become  so  by  death  of  their 
elder  brothers ; but  it  is  now  insisted,  that  the  right  exists  only  in  the  first-born  son  of  a 
freeman ; and  suck  as  are  not  so,  have  been  latterly  refused  their  freedom. 

27.  The  mode  of  admission  by  Grace  Especial  is  regulated  by  a bye-law  of  the  5th  Fe- 
bruary 1721,  which  enacts,  "That  no  freeman  at  large  shall  he  made,  who  shall  not  first 
petition  the  mayor,  sheriffs,  and  common  council,  and  afterwards  be  approved  of  in  open 
Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred : Provided  always,  and  that  nothing  herein  shall  he  construed  to 
extend  to  any  persons  of  quality  or  great  distinction,  who  should  happen  to  be  at  any  time » 
the  city,  and  to  whom  the  council  should  think  fit  to  make  a present  of  their  freedom,  such 
person  or  persons,  however,  not  being  under  the  degree  of  an  esquire ; nor  to  debar  such 
persons  as  have  a right  to  their  freedom,  by  having  served  seven  years  as  an  apprentice  to » 
freeman  at  large,  or  by  being  the  eldest  son  of  a freeman.” 


Under  this  bye-law,  the  Council  have  assumed  the  exclusive  right  of  nominating  freemen 
by  grace  especial,  though  the  persons  selected  by  them  are  subject  afterwards  to  the  ap- 
probation of  the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred.  Instances,  however,  of  the  Court  of  D 
Hundred  disapproving  of  persons  nominated  by  the  council,  are  stated  to  be  of  very  rare 
occurrence.  By  an  arrangement  amongst  themselves,  the  members  of  the  council,  at- 1 
annual  meeting,  first  agree  upon  a list  of  persons,  whom  all  think  proper  to  be  admitted 
the  freedom,  and  then  each  member  has  the  privilege  of  nominating  one  friend,  who,  unl 
considered  by  the  other  members  as  objectionable,  is,  as  of  course,  admitted.  Thus 
common  council  have  the  absolute  selection  and  nomination  of  the  freemen,  and  thereby 
power  to  make  the  corporation  as  exclusive  as  they  please. 

28.  The  number  of  Freemen  at  present  is  2665.  Of  these  1072  are  resident,  and 
resident ; 2592  are  Protestant,  and  73  are  Roman  Catholics.  Of  the  freemen,  1-^  ^ 
registered  as  entitled  to  vote  for  the  city  members ; but,  of  these,  874  only  are  resident  in 
city,  or  within  seven  miles  of  it ; the  remainder,  being  368,  are  non-resident,  ana 
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admitted  to  register  under  the  construction  which  Baron  Pennefather,  on  appeal  from  the  “TY  OF  CORK." 
registering  barristers,  gave  to  the  9th  section  of  the  Reform  Act.  Thus, 

The  number  of  registered  freemen  is  - 1242 

The  number  of  registered  householders  is  - - 2222 

The  number  of  freeholders  registered  is 

£50  - - - 78 

£20  - 138 

£10  - - - 17 

£2  - - - 621  Total  . 854 

The  number  of  rent  chargers  is  - y 

The  number  of  leaseholders  of  £20  - 25 

» of  £10  - 72  Total  97 

Making,  together,  a constituency  of  4422,  of  whom  3696  voted  at  the  last  election. 

29.  The  Officers  of  the  Corporation  are.  Officers  of  Corpo- 

The  Mayor.  ration. 

Two  Sheriffs. 

Recorder. 


Six  Aldermen  of  the  Ward. 
Common  Speaker. 

Town  Clerk. 


Chamberlain. 

Clerk  of  the  Crown. 

Clerk  of  the  Peace. 

Clerk  of  the  Council. 

Water  Bailiff. 

Deputy  Water  Bailiff  at  Cove. 

.Ditto  at  Passage. 

Ditto  at  Ballinacurra. 

Chaplain. 

Sword  Bearer. 

Mayor’s  Secretary. 

Two  Serjeants  at.  Mace. 

Superintendent  of  the  Toll  Collectors. 

Superintendent  of  the  Markets. 

Assay  Master. 

Two  Mayor’s  Serjeants. 

Two  Sheriffs’  Serjeants. 

Two  Sheriffs’  Bailiffs. 

A General  Weighmaster,  and 

Three  Weighmasters  in  the  Grand  Parade  Market. 

Steward  of  the  Mansion  House. 

Warden  of  Black  Rock  Castle. 

Two  Coroners. 

Billet  Master. 

Calculator  of  the  Assize  of  Bread. 

Keeper  of  the  Exchange  and  of  the  City  Court  House. 

Ditto  of  Council  Chamber. 

Ditto  of  Mardyke  Gate. 

30.  The  Mayor  is  a justice  of  the  peace,  both  for  the  city  and  liberties  and  for  the  county  Mayor, Functions  of. 
°.  ”rk>  is  entitled  to  be  the  first  person  named  in  every  commission  to  be  executed 
withm  the  city.  He  is  one  of  the  judges  of  the  Court  of  Record,  and  of  the  Court  of  Conscience; 
and  is,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  one  of  the  members  of  all  public  boards  and  committees  within 
Hundred^der  ^ocal  Acts ; he  is  president  of  the  council,  and  also  of  the  Court  of  D’Oyer 

Though  a justice  of  the  peace,  he  does  very  little  duty,  as  such,  since  the  establishment  of 
e police  office,  confining  himself  principally  to  those  cases  in  which  he  has,  under  various 
a utes,  as  chief  magistrate  of  the  city,  exclusive  jurisdiction. 

the  1 b^16  may°r’S  salary  is  at  present  £1200  per  annum.  The  amount  occasionally  varies.  Emoluments, 
report  a stanc^no  committee  on  revenues,  who  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  funds,  and 
o£°  ,annually  ’ ani£  according  to  their  report,  alterations  in  this,  as  in  other  matters  of 

Tfe'1  f ' ftom  ,imc  t0  tiSle  made. 

wnseo  " mayors  salary  was  £1600  ; and  in  the  next  year,  it  was  reduced  to  £800,  in 

tolls'  r.nce  t'le  corporation  being  at  that  time  engaged  in  extensive  litigation  about  their 
The  C was  afterwards  raised  to  £1,000,  and,  in  1828,  was  fixed  at  its  present  amount. 

-Ur  , . °yer  Hundred  occasionally  vote  a sum  of  money  to  him,  after  going  out  of 

K addl- 10U  t0  his  salary- 

fch  sa^avy->  mayor  has  other  emoluments,  arising  from  certain  dues  on  corn, 

average  t b wlliohj  a small  fee  received  on  affixing  the  city  seal,  amount,  on  an 
nbhed  and  * i- *33P  Per  annura-  He  has  also  an  excellent  house  and  offices,  fully  fur- 
®avor’s  • pPlied  with  plate  and  all  other  necessaries,  and  two  servants,  under  the  name  of 
'The  clotlled in  hvery,  provided  for  him  at  the  expense  of  the  corporation, 

thev  bear  °ratl°n  pay  a rent  of  £60  per  annum  for  the  Mansion  House  and  offices ; and 
persons  of^  ®x^a®rdinaiT  expenses  which  may  be  incurred  by  the  mayor  in  entertaining 
M.  C jgreat  dlstinction,  who  visit  the  city,  or  in  journeys  performed  by  him  on  corporate 
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Sheriffs,  Salary  of. 


Mayor  and  Sheriffs’ 
Charity. 


Recorder,  Election 
of. 


Duties  of. 


Salary  and  Emolu- 
ments of. 


Six  Aldermen  of 
the  Ward,  Election 
of,  and  their  Duties 
and  Emoluments. 


Court  of  Conscience. 


Police  Office. 


34  REPORTS  FROM  COMMISSIONERS  ON 

business.  They  also  pay  for  renewing  the  furniture  and  repairing  the  house.  These  ext 
expenses  frequently  amount  to  £500  a year;  so  that  the  expense  of  the  establishment  rf 
chief  magistrate  is  not  less  than  £2000  a year.  Such  an  establishment  seems  quit 
disproportionate  to  the  annual  income  of  the  corporation,  which,  one  year  with  another,  doe- 
not  much  exceed  the  sum  of  £6000  ; the  more  particularly,  as  it  is  subject  to  no  deduction 
whatsoever  for  any  necessary  expense  of  the  office,  the  only  charge  upon  it  beino-  the 
keeping  up  of  the  usual  hospitality,  the  extent  of  which  is  entirely  at  the  discretion  of  the 
mayor  for  the  time  being ; and  so  far  as  wo  could  ascertain,  the  office  is  one  generally  of 
considerable  profit. 

32.  The  Sheriffs  have  no  Salary  at  present,  nor  any  emoluments,  but  the  ordinary  fees  0f 
office,  nor  are  they  subject  to  any  necossary  expense  incidental  to  it.  They  were  formerly 
entitled  to  salaries  of  £50  each,  it  yvas  then  the  practice  for  the  mayor  and  sheriffs  to  rive 
an  entertainment,  at  the  time  of  their  election,  to  all  the  freemen ; but,  in  the  year  1787  a 
resolution  was  adopted,  at  the  recommendation  of  a committee  of  the  Court  of  D’Oyer 
Hundred,  that  in  future,  iustead  of  such  entertainment,  a sum  of  £100  should  be  contributed 
by  the  mayor,  and  a similar  sum  by  the  two  sheriffs,  to  form  a fund  for  distribution  amom 
the  poor  freemen.  Since  that  time,  these  sums  have  been  paid  annually  by  the  chamberlain 
to  the  fund,  and  the  sheriffs’  salaries  have  been  discontinued.  An  equivalent  deduction  for 
his  part  was  formerly  made  from  the  mayor’s  salary ; but  though  the  sum  is  still  paid  by  the 
chamberlain,  no  deduction  is  made  from  the  mayor’s  salary  in  respect  of  it. 

33.  The  fund  so  raised’ is  called  “The  Mayor  and  Sheriffs’  Charity,”  and  the  amount  is 
distributed  in  small  sums  amongst  a number  of  the  poor  freemen,  whose  names  are  inserted 
in  a list,  and  vacancies  filled  up  from  time  to  time;  the  objects  of  the  bounty  seem  to  be 
fairly  selected. 

34.  The  Recorder  is  elected  by  the  freemen  at  large,  in  the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred. 
No  qualification  of  residence,  or  otherwise,  is  required,  except  that  he  must  be  a freeman.  A 
barrister,  however,  has  been  always  elected,  and  none  other  would,  under  the  local  Acts  of 
Parliament,  have  jurisdiction  in  the  city  courts.  He  is  by  charter  a justice  of  the  peace  of 
the  county  of  the  city  of  Cork,  and  is  by  usage  a member  of  the  common  council;  the  latter 
right  was  resisted  on  the  election  of  the  present  recorder,  but  he  brought  the  question  by 
mandamus  before  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench,  in  the  year  1810,  and  succeeded  in  establishing 
the  right.  This  resistance  appears  to  have  originated  with  the  council,  and  the  expense  of  the 
litigation  was  paid  out  of  the  private  funds  of  the  members. 

35.  His  Duties  are  to  preside  in  the  criminal  court,  where  lie  or  his  deputy,  being  a barrister 
of  three  years’  standing,  is  empowered  to  sit  alone  to  try  prisoners,  under  the  Act  of  the  11, 
12  Geo.  III.  c.  18.  He  is  by  the  same  Act  constituted  one  of  the  judges  of  the  mayor  and 
sheriffs’  court.  The  present  recorder  (William  Waggct,  Esq.)  is  one  of  his  Majesty’s  council, 
and  a man  of  the  highest  eminence  and  character  in  his  .profession,  but  has  given  up  his 
practice,  and  is  now  constantly  resident.  He  sits  once  a week  in  the  criminal  court.  He 
also  holds  the  Court  of  Record  weekly  on  the  same  day  as  the  criminal  court.  But  if  the  busi- 
ness of  both  courts  he  not  concluded  on  that  day,  be  adjourns  over  to  the  next,  and  so  proceeds 
until  he  disposes  of  it. 

tie  is  also  the  legal  adviser  of  the  corporation,  and  is  consulted  and  gives  his  opinion  to 
them  without  any  remuneration  in  fees. 

36.  For  all  these  duties,  which  he  discharges  so  as  to  give  great  and  universal  satisfaction, 
the  recorder’s  only  remuneration  is  a salary  of  £60  a year,  and  some  fees  in  the  mayor  and 
sheriffs  court,  which  do  not  amount,  on  an  average,  to  more  than  £50  annually.  He  has  no 
other  emolument  or  perquisite  whatsoever.  Such  an  officer,  so  paid  for  such  important 
services,  forms  a strong  contrast  to  the  salary  and  emoluments  attached  to  the  office  of  the 
mayor,  above  specified.  It  is  but  justice,  however,  to  the  corporation  to  state,  that  some  years 
ago,  on  his  giving  up  his  practice  in  Dublin,  it  was  proposed  to  raise  the  recorder’s  salary 
considerably,  but  he  declined  accepting  of  such  increase. 

r riu’  TheTsk  ^^ermen  the  W avd  are  elected  from  amongst  the  aldermen,  under  the  charter 
of  Charles  I.,  by  the  freemen  at  large,  in  a Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred,  held  for  the  purpose 
when  a vacancy  occurs.  They  hold  the  office  for  life. 

They  were  formerly  elected  each  for  a specific  ward,  with  jurisdiction  to  hear  and 
determine  all  causes  between  party  and  party,  under  40s.,  arising  within  their  respective  wards; 
but  the  distinction  of  wards  having  been  lost  in  course  of  time,  and  the  aldermen  of  the  ward 
having  each  usurped  a jurisdiction  throughout  the  whole  county  of  the  city,  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, passed  in  the  3d  Geo.  III.,  confirmed  the  practice  which  had  so  crept  in,  and  granted 
ot  the.m  jurisdiction  over  the  entire  county  of  the  city.  By  a recent  Act,  the  3 O’- 
1 c-  d was  provided  that  a convenient  place  should  be  procured,  in  which  a court, 
called  “ The  Court  of  Conscience  for  the  County  of  the  City  of  Cork,”  should  be  held,  and  that 
it  should  be  lawful  for  the  mayor  of  the  city,  and  the  aldermen  of  the  ward,  not  less  than  three 
being  present  at  such  court,  to  decide  and  determine  all  disputes  and  differences  between  party 
and  party,  for  any  sum  not  exceeding  40s.,  in  all  actions  or  causes  of  debt.  A table  of  fees, 
to  be  taken  in  the  court,  is  set  forth  in  the  Act. 

In  pursuance  of  this  Act,  a place  has  been  provided,  and  the  aldermen  of  the  ward  hold  a 
court  there  daily.  The  mayor,  however,  never  sits  or  takes  any  part. 

•orr  Tire  samei statute  enacts  that  the  aldermen  of  the  ward  should  provide  one  or  moK_ 
.Public  Office  or  Offices,  connected  with  or  convenient  to  the  Court  of  Conscience,  and  that  on 
or  more  of  them  should  diligently  attend  thereat  to  execute  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace# 
the  city  and  county  of  the  city  of  Cork. 
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It  further  directs  that,  no  fees  should  be  taken  by  any  justice  of  the  peace,  or  by  his  clerk  C1Ty  op  C0RK# 
for  any  act.  done  as  a justice,  except  at.  this  public  office ; and  that,  a table  of  fees  to  be  taken  Fees  in‘ 
in  it  should  from  time  to  time  be  presented  by  the  grand  jury  of  the  city  of  Cork,  at  the 
assizes,  and  be  certified  by  the  clerk  of  the  Crown,  and  laid  before  the  judges  of  the  Kind’s 
Bench,  who  should  either  confirm  the  same,  as  settled,  or  with  such  alterations  in  them  as°to 
the  judges  should  seem  proper.  Pursuant  to  this  Act  an  othce  has  been  provided,  near  the 
Court  of  Conscience,  and  one  or  more  of  the  aldermen  of  the  ward  sit.  there  daily,  to  take 
informations  and  perform  the  other  duties  of  justice.  The  Act  having  provided  that  the 
fees  taken  in  the  office,  after  payment  of  the  necessary  charges  of  maintaining  the  office  and 
die  salaries  of  clerks  and  attendants,  should  be  divided  amongst  the  aldermen  of  the  ward  in 
such  proportions  as  they  should  settle  amongst  themselves,  they  have  come  to  an  arrange- 
ment, that  as  well  those  fees  as  the  costs  payable  to  them  in  the  Court  of  Conscience,  should 
be  collected  into  one  fund,  and  divided  equally  amongst  them,  at  the  end  of  each  week. 

The  annual  amount  of  this  fund,  taken  on  an  average  of  the  last,  four  years,  has  been  about. 

£1300,  and  the  average  expenses  about  £300;  dividing  thus  about  £180  a year  to  each 
alderman. 


39.  The  Common  Speaker  is  an  officer  supposed  to  represent  the  commonalty.  The  office  Common  Speaker, 
is  very  ancient,  being  mentioned  in  the  corporation  books  so  early  as  the  year  1612  ; but  the 

duties  seem  to  have  been  always  nominal.  At  present  he  has  only  to  keep  one  of  the  keys 
of  the  chest,  where  the  corporation  records  are  deposited,  and  to  attend  the  council,  where  he 
is  permitted  to  sit  and  hear  the  deliberations,  but  not  1o  vote. 

He  is  elected  by  the  freemen  annually,  in  the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred  ; the  mayor  nomi-  Election  of. 
nating  one  person,  the  sheriffs  a second,  and  t.he  common  speaker  of  the  last  year,  with  the 
approbation  of  the  freemen,  a third.  These  three  persons  are  put  in  nomination  as  candi- 
dates, and  the  person  is  elected  who  has  a majority  of  votes. 

Here,  again,  the  Friendly  Club  interfere,  and  settle  amongst  themselves  previously,  by  elec-  Rule  of  Friendly 
lion,  who  shall  be  common  speaker;  and  by  a Rule  of  the  club,  all  its  members  are  bound  to  Club  as  to. 
support  the  person  who  is  elected  in  the  club.  They  always  elect  a member  of  their  own 
body,  and  the  common  speaker,  of  one  year,  is  generally  chosen  one  of  the  sheriffs  for  the  next. 

40.  Thus  the  Friendly  Club  determine  the  election  to  four  of  the  principal  corporate  offices.  Club  and  its  Origin, 
those  of  mayor,  sheriff's,  common  councilman,  and  common  speaker.  It  was  stated  to  us  that  Effect  of,  on  other 
it  interfered  in  no  other  way  in  corporate  affairs ; but.  if  this  be  so,  we  think  it  was  a very  Elections- 
unnecessary  precaution  on  the  part  of  its  members  to  have  withheld  from  us  an  inspection  of 

its  books.  But  although  it  may  be  true  that  there  is  no  rule  of  the  club  regulating  the  votes 
of  its  members  in  other  elections,  yet  it  is  obvious  that  the  habit  of  acting  together,  in  certain 
instances,  must  engender  partisanship  in  other  cases ; and  such  appears  to  have  been  the 
result,  as  there  is  no  instance  of  any  candidate  for  a corporate  office,  not  a member  of  the  club, 
having  succeeded  in  a contest  against  a candidate  who  was  so.  It  is  only  when  both,  or  neither 
of  the  candidates  are  members,  that  a contest  can  he  sustained  with  any  thing  like  equal 
chances  of  success ; and,  in  fact,  very  nearly  all  the  officers  of  the  corporation  aud  public  boards 
are  members.  No  Roman  Catholic  has  ever  been  admitted.  This  club  originated  about 
seventy  years  ago,  in  an  effort  on  the  part  of  the  corporation  to  overthrow  the  power  of  the 
shannon  family.  The  effort,  was  successful  ; but  the  members  of  the  club,  having  discovered 
their  power,  continued  it  for  other  purposes,  and  its  organization  has  been  ever  since  main- 
tained so  effectually,  that  the  members  of  it,  by  acting  together  in  the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hun- 
dred, possess  all  the  power  in  corporate  affairs. 

41.  The  Town  Clerk  is  elected  for  life  by  the  freemen  at  large,  in  a Court  of  D’Oyer  Hun-  The  Town  Clerk, 
dred,  when  a vacancy  occurs  in  the  office.  The.  only  qualification  necessary  is  that  he  be  a 

reeman.  His  duties  are  to  attend  the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred,  and  enter  the  proceedings. 

We  is  also  register  of  the  mayor  and  sheriffs’  court,  keeps  the  records,  and  is  clerk  of  the  rules 

h i Salary  ^as  been  for  some  years  £91  per  annum.  His  other  Emoluments  are  fees  Salary  and  Emolu- 
on  the  admission  of  freemen,  fees  in  the  mayor  and  sheriffs’  court,  and  fees  on  the  granting  of  raent3  °“- 
pawnbrokers’  licences.  Those  altogether  amount,  on  an  average,  to  £150  per  annum. 

42.  The  Chamberlain  is  elected  in  the  same  manuer  as  the  town  clerk.  He  must  also  be  Chamberlain. 

? reeman,  which  is  the  only  necessary  qualification.  His  Salary  is  £100  per  annum.  He  Salary  of. 

^ no  other  emoluments,  except  the  benefit  he  may  derive  from  balances  in  his  hands,  which 
w seldom  of  any  considerable  amount. 

His  Duties  are  to  receive  and  disburse  the  corporation  revenues,  and  to  keep  the  accounts.  Duties  of. 
«**■»?  are  made  up  and  balanced  monthly,  and  a general  annual  account  is  made  up 
first  Monday  after  the  29th  September,  aiid  is  laid  before  .the  council.  Auditors  are 
^twards  appointed,  and  the  account  is  audited  in  the  May  following. 

He  gives  Security,  by  himself  and  two  sureties,  in  the  sum  of  £2000.  Security  of. 

, ^erk  °f  the  Crown  is  elected  in  the  same  manner  as  the  town  clerk,  and  is  subject  Clerk  of  the  Crown. 

“ tae  same  qualification. 


Irish^  U^6S  are  ordinary  duties  of  clerk  of  the  Crown  of  a county,  and  his  salaiy  is  £200  Duties  of. 
presented  by  the  grand  jury.  He  has  other  emoluments  arising  from  fees  on  Crown 
onses,  fees  on  giving  copies  of  indictments,  and  on  other  business  in  the  court, 
his  d °f  the  Peace  is  elected  in  the  same  manner  as  the  clerk  of  the  Crown,  and  Clerk  of  the  Peace. 

es  are  the  ordinary  duties  of  clerk  of  the  peace, 
ary  is  £250  Irish,  presented  by  the  grand  jury.  He  has  also  fees  on  Crown  sum- 
of  °n  c.°Ples  of  indictments  and  informations,  on  licences  to  publicans,  and  on  certificates 

if  C Ty^1Stere<^'  f°r  the  county  of  the  city. 
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reports  from  commissioners  on 


Clerk  of  the 
Council. 


Duties  of. 


Salary  of. 

Water  Bailiff. 

Duties  of. 

Salary  and  Emolu- 
ments. 


Deputies. 


Chaplain. 


Swordbearer. 
Salary  and  Emolu- 
ments of. 


Extortions  in  their 
Collection. 


Mayor’s  Secretary. 


Salary  and  Emolu- 
ments of. 


Two  Serjeants  at 
Mace. 


Emoluments  of. 


Superintendent  of 
the  Toll  Collectors. 


45.  The  three  offices  of  town  clerk,  clerk  of  the  Crown,  and  clerk  of  the  peace,  had  been 
always  united  in  the  same  person  up  to  the  death  of  the  late  town  clerk,  in  the  year  1831 
when  it  was  determined  to  separate  the  offices,  and  accordingly  three  several  gentlemen  were 
appointed  to  succeed  him. 

46.  The  Clerk  of  the  Council  is  elected  by  the  council  by  a majority  of  voices  of  members 
present  on  the  day  of  the  election,  which  is  held  when  a vacancy  occurs. 

The  town  clerk  is  always  elected  to  this  office,  which  he  holds  at  the  pleasure  of  the  council, 
but  in  practice  is  never  changed. 

The  Duties  of  the  clerk  of  the  council  are,  to  issue  summonses  for  meetings  of  the  councD, 
which  he  does  when  directed  by  the  mayor,  to  attend  the  meetings  and  make  entries  of  the 
proceedings. 

The  salary  is  £25  per  annum,  paid  out  of  the  corporation  revenue. 

47.  The  Water  Bailiff  is  elected  by  the  freemen,  in  the  Court,  of  D’Oyer  Hundred.  He 
holds  the  office  during  pleasure,  and  previously  to  the  appointment  of  the  present  water  bailiff 
there  was  an  annual  election  to  the  office.  His  only  Duties  now  are  to  execute  writs,  from  the 
mayor  and  sheriffs’  court,  on  the  water;  the  harbour  dues,  which  he  formerly  collected,  being 
entirely  extinguished  under  the  provisions  of  a local  Act,  1 Geo.  IV.  c.  52.  The  Salary  of 
the  water  bailiff  is  now  only  £20  a-year,  paid  by  the  corporation.  When  he  collected  the 
harbour  dues,  it  was  £100  a year;  on  their  extinguishment  it  was  reduced  to  £50;  andon 
the  appointment  of  the  present  water  bailiff,  to  £20.  Besides  his  salary,  he  has  fees  on  the 
execution  of  writs  of  mesne  process,  and  the  usual  poundage  on  executions.  He  has  three 
Deputies,  at  Cove,  at  Passage,  and  at  Ballinacurra,  who  have  salaries  of  £10  a-year  each,  and 
are  appointed  by  the  harbour  commissioners. 

48.  The  chaplaincy  of  the  corporation  is  a purely  honorary  office.  The  Chaplain  has  no 
duties  to  discharge,  nor  any  salary  or  emoluments.  Formerly  the  chaplain  had  20  guineas 
a-year,  but  about  five  or  six  years  ago,  on  the  death  of  the  late  chaplain,  the  salary  was 
discontinued. 

49.  The  Swordbearer  is  elected  by  the  freemen,  in  the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred.  His 
duties  are  to  attend  that  court  and  the  mayor,  on  public  occasions.  His  Salary  is  £12  2*.  Sd. 
per  annum,  payable  by  the  corporation.  He  is  also  entitled  to  a fee  of  2s.  6 d.  on  the  admis- 
sion of  each  freeman,  and  to  certain  dues  on  dry  fish,  salt,  coals,  and  oysters,  lemons,  oranges, 
fresh  fish,  and  herrings.  The  quantities  of  those  articles,  which  he  is  entitled  to  take  out  of 
each  vessel,  are  specified  in  a docket  of  tolls  hereto  annexed. 

The  swordbearer  has  usually  farmed  bis  dues ; the  coal  dues,  and  the  lemon  and  orange 
dues,  to  one  of  the  officers  of  customs,  at  eight  guineas  a year ; and  all  his  other  dues  at  £10. 
This  method  of  collecting  the  dues  has  been  the  cause  of  great  imposition  on  the  public.  An 
officer  of  the  customs,  who  held  them  until  within  these  few  years,  by  means  of  his  situation 
in  the  custom  house,  was  enabled  to  levy  from  the  masters  of  vessels  so  much  as  2s.  6 d.,  as 
for  swordbearer’s  dues,  out  of  each  vessel,  from  which  he  was  entitled  to  only  one  peck  of 
coals,  which  at  the  price  of  the  day  was  worth  about  3d.  The  same  individual  also  farmed 
the  mayor’s  dues  for  a great  number  of  years,  and  in  the  collection  of  these  also  made  excessive 
levies  on  the  public.  He  also  collected  the  dues  of  the  harbour  board ; but  a discovery 
having  been  made,  about  four  years  since,  of  his  being  in  the  habit  of  defrauding  this  board, 
he  was  dismissed  from  all  his  situations. 

50.  The  Mayor’s  Secretary  is  appointed  by  each  mayor  when  he  comes  into  office,  butin 
practice  the  same  person  has  been  continued  in  the  office  for  a great  number  of  years.  The 
present  secretary  has  been  obliged,  occasionally,  to  pay  for  the  appointment  different  sums, 
varying  from  £25  to  £200. 

His  Salary  is  50  guineas  a year,  paid  by  the  corporation.  He  has  also  a variety  of  fees  and 
perquisites,  specified  in  a docket  hereto  annexed,  which  for  the  three  years  up  to  1832, 
amounted  on  an  average  to  £77  5s.  9 \d. 

Previously  to  the  establishment  of  the'police  office,  when  the  mayor  acted  generally  as  a 
justice  of  the  peace,  the  fee3  of  the  secretary  amounted  to  between  £300  and  £450  per  annum* 
At.  present,  when  the  fees  are  so  much  reduced,  this  officer  would  seem  inadequately  paid  » 
the  duties  he  has  to  perform ; but  he  holds  besides  this  office  those  of  coroner,  secretary  to  t» 
harbour  commissioners,  and  secretary  to  the  house  of  industry  and  lunatic  asylum,  in  wiuctl 
offices  he  has  salaries  amounting  together  to  £125  a-year,  and  has  besides  time  sufficient  to 
practise  as  an  attorney. 

51.  The  two  Serjeants  at  Mace  are  nominated  annually  by  the  mayor,  but  the  same 
persons  are  generally  reappointed.  One  exception  to  this  practice  took  place,  however,  ob 
the  coming  into  office  of  the  present  mayor,  who  appointed  the  superintendent  of  mark® 
the  place  of  one  of  the  former  Serjeants.  They  perform  nearly  all  the  duties  of  sheriff  to 
Court  of  Record,  summoning  the  jurors  and  executing  all  writs  and  attachments  by  I®0  > 
writs  of  inquiry  are  not  sped  before  them. 

Out  of  court  their  duties  are  to  bear  the  maces  in  processions.  They  have  no  salaries,  thsk 
Emoluments  arising  from  fees  on  writs  and  the  usual  poundage  on  executions. 

52.  The  office  of  Superintendent  of  the  Toll  Collectors  has  been  recently  instituted^  ^ 
committee  of  revenues,  who  appoint  the  officer.  His  duty  is  to  superintend  the  colle®10 
the  gatea^e  tolls,  and  take  care  that  they  neither  extort  from  the  public  nor  defraud  the  c»rp^ 
ration.  He  receives  from  them  every  evening  the  sum  collected  during  the  day,  and  pay? 
the  amount  every  Wednesday  to  the  chamberlain,  deducting  thereout  the  expenses  o co 
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tion  which  are  about  £8  16s.  6 d.  weekly.  His  own  salary  is  £3  a week,  the  duties  which  he  CITY  0F  C0RK~ 
has ’to  discharge  occupying  his  whole  time. 

Before  the  appointment  of  this  officer,  the  corporation  let  those  tolls  annually;  but 
numerous  well-founded  complaints  being  made  of  the  extortion  and  violence  of  the  persons 
employed  to  collect  the  tolls  by  the  lessee,  the  corporation  took  the  collection  into  their  own 
hands,  about  three  years  ago ; and  the  committee  having  selected  a very  proper  person  to 
superintend  the  collection,  the  public  have  derived  great  benefit,  from  the  change,  which  is 
felt  and  universally  acknowledged . 

53.  The  superintendent  has  27  Collectors  under  him,  who  are  appointed  by  the  committee  Toll  Collectors, 
of  revenues.  They  are  placed  at  13  different  stations  of  entrance  into  the  city,  to  collect  the 

toll  and  receive  salaries  of  from  8s.  to  10s.  a week  each. 

54.  The  Superintendent  of  the  Markets,  whose  duties  and  emoluments  are  hereafter  detailed.  Superintendent  of 
is  also  Assay  Master.  His  duty,  as  such,  is  to  assay  the  weights  in  the  markets,  which  he  does  the  Markets  and 
every  three  months,  and  to  assay  and  regulate  the  weights  of  all  private  persons,  who  require  Assay  Master, 
him  to  do  so,  for  which  he  charges  2d.  for  every  half  hundred  weight,  and  Id.  for  every  lesser 

weight.  He  also  inspects  measures,  for  which  he  is  paid,  for  a gallon  2d.,  and  for  every  lesser 
measure  Id.  These  charges  exceed  those  prescribed  by  the  statute  of  7 Henry  VII.  c.  3. 

His  fees  arising  from  this  office  amount  to  about  £15  per  annum.  He  is  appointed  by  the 
mayor. 

55.  The  same  person  is  also  one  of  the  two  High  Constables,  who  are  appointed  by  the  High  Constables, 
crand  jury.  Their  salaries  are  £50  Irish  each,  presented  on  the  county  of  the  city,  and  they 

are  exempt  from  all  city  rates.  Their  duty  as  high  constables  is  to  execute  warrants  in  all 
serious  criminal  cases,  in  which  they  are  aided  by  the  sheriffs  and  the  armed  turnkeys  of  the 
city  °aol  and  bridewell.  In  addition  to  all  these  offices,  the  present  mayor  has  appointed  this 
individual  one  of  the  serjeants  at  mace,  as  already  mentioned. 

56.  The  two  Mayor’s  Serjeants  are  appointed  by  the  mayor,  and  are  in  fact  his  livery  Mayor's  Serjeants.. 
servants.  They  are  provided  with  liveries,  and  paid  9s.  a week  each  by  the  corporation. 

57.  The  Sheriffs’  Serjeants  arc  also  their  personal  attendants,  and  are  appointed  by  them.  Sheriffs'  Seijeants. 
They  are  paid  3s.  a week  each  by  the  corporation. 

58.  The  Sheriffs’  Bailiffs  are  also  appointed  by  them.  Their  duties  are  to  serve  summonses  Sheriffs'  Bailiffs, 
on  jurors,  and  to  execute  warrants,  except  where  special  bailiffs  are  nominated. 

59.  The  General  Weighmaster  is  appointed  by  the  mayor,  under  the  4 Ann  c.  14,  sec.  3.  General  Woigh- 
He  attends  at  the  general  weigh  house,  and  keeps  the  beam  and  weights.  His  emoluments  master. 

are  the  fees  payable  under  the  Act,  out  of  which  he  pays  the  expenses  of  the  weighhouse. 

The  Butter  trade  of  the  city  of  Cork,  up  to  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  the  10  Geo.  IV.  c.  41 , former  Butter 
was  under  regulations  peculiar  to  this  city.  The  statute  of  the  40  Geo.  III.  c.  100,  repealed  Weighmasters, 
the  then  existing  laws  therein  recited,  regulating  the  sale  of  butter,  so  far  as  same  affected  the 
city  of  Cork,  and  placed  it  under  peculiar  restrictions,  which  Act  was  revived  and  continued, 
save  in  certain  particulars,  by  the  local  Act,  53  Geo.  III.  c.  70.  This  latter  Act  vested  the 
appointment  of  three  weighmasters  in  the  common  council  of  the  city  of  Cork,  thus  restoring 
to  that  body  the  right  of  appointment  under  the  10  Geo.  I.  c.  9,  which  by  the  30  Geo.  III. 
c.  24,  had  been  taken  from  them,  and  given  to  the  Crown ; and,  after  authorizing  such  weigh- 
masters to  take  the  fees  prescribed  by  the  Act  of  the  40  Geo.  III.,  (being  Id.  for  any  weight 
not  greater  than  1 cwt.,  Hd.  for  any  weight  not  greater  than  1 £ cwt,  and  2d.  for  any  weight 
not  greater  than  2 cwt.,)  it  directed  that  such  fees  should  be  paid  over  by  the  weighmasters- 
at  the  end  of  each  month  to  the  chamberlain  of  the  city,  who,  after  deducting  £30  per  annum 
for  his  trouble,  should  apply  one-third  of  the  residue,  in  the.  first  place,  in  keeping  up  a weigh- 
house, with  all  matters  necessary,  and  next,  in  remunerating  the  weighmasters ; and  that  he 
should  pay  over  the  two  remaining  thirds  in  equal  shares  to  the  Wide  Street  Board  and 
Harbour  Board. 

The  three  weighmasters  were  thus  appointed  and  remunerated  until  the  passing  of  the  Act 
of  the  10  Geo.  IV.  c.  41,  which  repealed  a clause  in  the  40  Geo.  III.,  by  which  all  persons 
selling  butter  in  the  city  of  Cork,  were  compelled  to  bring  it  to  be  weighed  to  the  weighmasters 
appointed  in  manner  before  mentioned.  Several  of  the  restrictive  clauses  of  the  40  Geo.  IIL 
temg  still  in  force  at  their  weighhouse,  while  all  restrictions  as  to  butter  weighed  elsewhere 
were  altogether  repealed,  the  public  ceased  to  bring  butter  to  be  weighed  by  them,  and  their 
usiness  altogether  disappeared. 

Under  these  circumstances,  it  was  suggested  to  the  then  mayor,  to  appoint  a general  weigh-  preSent  Weigh- 
®aster  for  the  city  of  Cork,  pursuant  to  the  statute  of  4 Anne,  c.  14,  which  was  accordingly  master. 

,one.-’™d  If  was  agreed  between  the  Mayor  and  Committee  of  Merchants,  that  the  same  Fees  Agreement  be- 
ou  d be  paid  to  this  weighmaster  as  had  been  previously  paid  to  the  three  butter  weigh-  tween  Mayor  aiuT 
as  ers,  under  the  40  Geo.  III.,  and  that  they  should  be  applied  in  the  first  place  in  paying  JJer^“ts  “ to’ 

• , ai7’  which  had  been  agreed  on,  to  the  weighmaster,  and  that  the  surplus  should  be  paid 
and  Hu t0  tbe  credit  of  ^ree  gentlemen,  to  be  by  them  divided  between  the  Wide  Street 
, “°our  Boards  as  before.  This  arrangement  was  acted  on  for  some  time,  when  the 
dra  obi  C°Vered  that  the  fees  payable  under  the  statute  of  Anne  were  only  id.  for  every 
fused  t Under  1 CWt’  and  ld-  fol'  every  draught  weighing  one  hundred  or  upwards,  and  re- 
weioh  Pay  -more-  Since  that  period,  the  whole  fees  received  have  been  applied  by  the 
0ninaster  in  discharging  the  expenses  of  the  establishment  and  to  his  own  use. 
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REPORTS  FROM  COMMISSIONERS  ON 


cm  OF  CORK. 
Investment  of 
£1200, under  Agree- 
ment, 


Market  Weigh- 
masters., 

Warden  of  Black 
Rock- Castle. 


Coroners. 


Billet  Master. 


Calculator  of  Assize 
of  Bread. 


Steward  of  Mansion 
House. 

Keeper  of  the 
Exchange,  and 
City  Court  House. 
Keeper  of  Council 
Chamber. 

Keeper  of  Manly  ke 
Walt. 

Grand  Juries  at 
Assizes,  Selection  of 
and  Functions. 


Levy  and  Assess- 
ment of  Money. 


Defects  in  Mode  of 
applotting  Rates,  . 


At  the  period  that  the  larger  fees  ceased  to  be  paid,  a sum  of  about  £1200  was  paid  iQt 
bank,  in  pursuance  of  the  arrangement,  and  is  now  funded  in  the  names  of  the  three  gentl  ° 
men  agreed  on;  the  Wide  Street  Board  having  refused  to  accept  their  share,  lest  their  doino-T 
should  prejudice  a negotiation,  which  is  on  foot,  with  Government  for  compensation  for  the 
of  their  proportion  of  the  butter  weighhouse  dues. 

60.  The  Weighmasters  in  the  Grand  Parade  Market  are  also  appointed  by  the  mayor 
and  are  furnished  with  scales  and  weights  by  the  corporation.  They  are  paid  for  their  trouble 
by  agreement  with  the  butchers  who  employ  them. 

61.  The  Warden  of  Black  Rock  Castle  is  an  officer  appointed  of  late  years,  since  the 
rebuilding  of  the  castle  after  it  was  burned  down.  His  duty  is  to  take  care  of  it,  and  for  this 
he  has  a salary  of  £26  per  annum,  and  resides  in  the  castle. 

It  is  used  as  a lighthouse,  and  the  warden  has  also  the  care  of  the  light,  for  which  lie  has 
a further  salary,  paid  by  the  harbour  commissioners,  of  £26  per  annum. 

62.  The  two  Coroners  are  elected  for  life  by  the  freemen,  in  the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hun- 
dred. Their  duties  are  the  ordinary  duties  of  coroners  within  a county.  They  have  salaries 
of  40  guineas  a year  each,  presented  by  the  grand  jury  under  the  50  Geo.  III.  c.  9,  and 
they  have  the  usual  fees  on  executions  when  delivered  to  them. 

63.  The  Billet  Master  is  appointed  by  the  mayor.  This  office  has  been  instituted  within 
the  last  twelve  months.  The  duties  were  previously  performed  by  the  city  high  constables 
but,  they  having  complained  of  being  obliged  to  perform  the  duty  without  remuneration,  the 
present  billet  master  was  appointed  at  a salary  of  £20  per  annum,  paid  by  the  corporation. 

64.  The  Calculator  of  the  Assize  of  Bread  is  appointed  by  the  mayor,  during  pleasure. 
His  duty  is  to  assist  the  mayor  in  making  the  calculations  upon  which  the  price  of  bread  is 
regulated.  His  salary  is  16  guineas  per  annum. 

65.  The  Steward  of  the  Mansion  House  is  the  person  who  has  charge  of  the  mansion 
house  and  furniture,  for  which  he  has  a salary  of  9s.  per  week. 

66.  The  Keeper  of  the  Exchange  and  of  the  City  Court  House  is  appointed  by  the 
sheriffs,,  and  has  a salary  of  £12  12s.  per  annum. 

67.  Tap  Keeper  of  the  Council  Chamber  is  appointed  by  the  sheriffs,  and  has  a salary  of 
£6  10s.  per  annum. 

68.  The  Keeper  of  the  Mardyke  Gate,  which  is  the  entrance  to  a public  walk  for  the 
citizens,  is  appointed  by  the  mayor,  and  has  a salary  of  £5  5s.,  paid  by  the  corporation. 

69.  Before  we  state  the  constitution  of  the  local  courts,  and  the  manner  in  which  justice 
is  administered  by  them,  we  shall  advert  to  the  operation  of  the  corporate  system  on  the  selec- 
tion of  Grand  Juries  at  the  Assizes  for  the  county  of  the  city  of  Cork.  It  is  obvious  that  the 
sheriffs,  to  whom  belongs  the  constitutional  power  of  summoning  and  empannelliug  jurors  at 
the  assizes,  and  who  are  elected  to  that  office  by  the  means  already  described,  must  be  liable 
to  the  suspicion  of  being  influenced  in  the  performance  of  their  important  duties  by  that  spirit 
of  partisanship  which  procured  their  promotion.  We  found  that  an  exceedingly  strong 
impression  prevailed  that  such  a spirit  has  governed  the  sheriffs  in  their  selection  of  grand 
jurors.  This  body  not  only  perform  the  important  functions  of  finding  bills  of  indictment, but 
also  levy  by  their  presentments  a sum  amounting  to  near  £29,000,  annually;  of  which,  except 
about  £8,800  which  is  paid  over  to  the  Wide  Street  Board,  they  have;  either  the  patronage  or 
disposal.  They  have  also  the  power  of  appointment  to  several  lucrative  situations  connected 
with  the  gaol,  bridewell,  and  court  house.  It  is,  therefore,  a subject  of  the  deepest  interest  to 
the  citizens,  that  this  body  should  be  fairly  chosen  from  the  intelligence,  wealth,  and  respect- 
ability of  the  city,  without  distinction  of  religion  or  politics.  This,  however,  does  not  appear 
to  have  been  heretofore  sufficiently  attended  to;  for  we  found  that  of  the  grand  juries 
empannelled  since  the  year  1820,  members  of  the  Friendly  Club  constituted  always  a consider- 
able majority,  that  one-half,  at  least,  of  each  jury  were  corporate  officers,  and  that  the  names 
of  several  persons,  who  had  become  bankrupts  or  insolvents,  appear  on  the  lists,  while  there 
has  been,  in  several  instances  within  that  period,  only  one  Roman  Catholic  empannelled. 
Some  increase  has  been  made  in  the  number  of  Roman  Catholics  placed  on  the  panels  within 
the  last  four  years,  the  number  on  each  jury,  within  that  period,  varying  from  four  to  five. 

_ 70.  The  Grand  Jury  cess,  except  the  sum  of  £3,200  a-year,  'presented  for  lighting  the 
city,  w’hicli  is . levied  off  the  city  and  suburbs  only,  is,  assessed,  under  the  53  George  III- 
c.  111.  two-thirds  on  the  city  and  suburbs,  and  the  remaining  one-third  on. the  rest  of  the 
county  of  the  city.  It  is  generally  admitted,  that  this  distribution  of  the  rates  is  unjust,  in 
respect  that  certain  parts  of  the  city,  as  builton,  are  without  the  city  andsuburbs,  according10 
the  limits  for  the  purpose  of  taxation;  and  houses,  there,  are  consequently  only  applotted  f°r 
one-third,  whilst  tenements  of  much  inferior  value  and  belonging  to  the  poorer  classes,  within 
the  city,  are  subject  to  the  applotment  of  two-thirds. 

The  Applotment  of  the  two-thirds  on  the  city  and  suburbs  is  made  according  to  the 
value  of  the  premises,  all  houses  of  less  annual  value  than  £5  being  exempt;  houses 
let  out  in  rooms  are  also  exempt,  under  the  local  Act,  53  Geo.  Ill,  c.  Ill,  an  indulgence 
which  was, represented  to  us  to  have  the  effect,  merely" of  efiabling  the  landlord  to  charge0 
higher  rent,  and  not  of  serving,  in  any  manner,  the  poor  occupants.  Returns  of  the  houses 
so  let  are  made  to  the  grand  jury,  at  each  assizes,  by, the  churchwardens  and  two  constable* 
appointed  for  each  parish,  and  also  of  waste  and  untenanted  houses.  These  returns  are  verifi 
on  oath,  and  the  houses  mentioned  in  them  are  exempted,  until  they  appear  in  so®6 
subsequent  return  as  liable.  It  does  not  appear  to  us  that  the  grand  jury  or  treasurer  fC 
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anv  power  under  the  Act  to  depart  from  the  returns  so  made  and  verified ; yet  the  grand  jury  CITY  0F  C0RK* 
hare  recently  appointed  an  officer,  called  the  superintendent  of  the  parish  constables,  at  a 
salary  of  £40  per  annum,  to  check  and  alter  these  returns,  and  the  treasurer  is  governed  in 
the  issuing  of  his  warrants  to  the  collectors,  by  the  returns  so  altered  by  this  officer. 

71.  The  Local  Courts  in  the  city  of  Cork,  connected  with  the  corporation,  are  the  Mayor  Local  Courts 
and  Sheriffs’  Court,  the  City  Sessions  Court,  the  Court  of  Conscience,  and  the  Police  Office,  or 
Magistrates’  Court. 

72.  The  Mayor  and  Sheriffs'  Court  was  originally  held  before  those  officers  as  judges;  but  Mayor  and  Sherii' 
br  the  11,  12  Geo.  III.  c.  lo,  the  recorder,  or  his  deputy,  being  a barrister  of  three  Court. 

years’  standing,  was  made  judge  of  the  court,  and  authorized  to  sit  alone.  In  his  absence  the  Juris^icti°n  and 

mayor  and  one  sheriff  are  necessary  to  constitute  a court.  The  court  at  present  sits  once  a Practice‘ 

week.  It  has  Jurisdiction  in  all  personal  and  mixed  actions,  except  replevin  and  ejectment,  in 

pleas  to  any  amount.  It  is  a Court  of  Record,  and  the  pleadings  are  as  in  the  superior  courts, 

the  rules  running  from  court  day  to  court  clay.  There  are  three  modes  of  commencing  a suit’ 

viz.,  serviceable  writ,  bailable  writ,  which  is  also  called  action,  and  attachment  against  o-oods! 

Those  several  writs  must  be  served  or  executed  within  the  limits  of  the  countyof  the  city  ■ 
and  before  any  of  them  issues,  an  affidavit  must  be  made,  either  that  the  cause  of  action  arose’ 
or  that  the  defendant  resides,  within  the  jurisdiction.  For  the  purpose  of  issuing  a bailable 
writ,  or  an  attachment  against  goods,  the  affidavit  must  further  state,  that  the  debt  is  due, 
which,  in  cases  of  arrest,  must  now  amount  to  £20,  and  in  case  of  attachment  of  °nods  to 
40s.  Irish. 

If  bail  be  put  in,  and  the  case  is  not  defended,  execution  may  be  had  in  three  weeks  after 
the  return  of  the  process.  If  bail  be  not.  put  in,  it.  may  require  five  weeks.  When  the  case  is  Duration  and 
defended,  and  an  issuable  plea  put  in,  a trial  ancl  execution  may  be  had  in  three  weeks.  If  Costs  of  Suits  in. 
other  pleas  be  putin,  the  time  must  be  longer.  The  Costs  of  an  undefended  Cause,  between 
party  and  party,  are  about  £8.  If  defended,  and  a trial  had,  about  £14.  There  is  some 
difference  in  the  costs,  according  to  the  amount  of  the  debt  recovered ; the  fee  allowed  to  the 
attorney  for  attending  the  trial,  or  speeding  a writ  of  inquiry,  being  graduated  according  to 
the  amount  of  the  debt,  the  smallest  sum  being  6s.  8 d.,  the  largest,  two  guineas. 

The  present  table  of  costs  was  revised,  with  the  sanction  of  the  court,  by  the  late  town  clerk. 

The  present  town  clerk,  and  some  of  the  practitioners  in  the  court,  think  it  too  high,  and  a 
reduction  is  contemplated.  A copy  of  it  is  hereto  annexed. 


73. _  The  business  of  this  court  has  much  declined  within  the  last  twenty  years.  In  1812, 
the  Number  of  Writs  for  commencing  Suits  issued  was  1186.  In  the  ten  years  ending  1812* 
there  were  9470  writs  issued.  In  the  same  number  of  years  ending  in  1822,  there  were  but 
Co66,  and  in  the  same  number  of  years  ending  in  1832,  but  3089. 

74.  Cases  are  frequently  removed  to  the  superior  Courts  by  habeas  corpus  or  certiorari , 
for  the  purpose  of  delay,  and  are  generally  returned  by  procedendo.  In  tbe  ten  years  ending 
m 1832,  the  proportion  of  writs  issued,  to  judgments  obtained,  was  as  1 to  40.  The  oreat 
majonty  of  cases  are  settled  on  the  issuing  of  the  process,  the  costs  of  which  are  £1 10s.°The 
Serjeants  at  mace  strike  and.  summon  the  juries,  which  are  always  composed  of  respectable 
citizens,  and  their  verdicts  give  general  satisfaction. 

To.  Causes  to  so  large  an  amount  as  £6,000  or  £7,000  have  been  entertained  in  this 
Attorneys  must  be  admitted  of  the  court  before  they  can  practise  in  it,  and  pay  a fee 
b ui~S‘  f°  tlle  t'ow.n  clerk>  besides  the  usual  stamp  duty.  In  the  year  1833,  twenty-three 
ac  uken  out  their  licences  and  practised  in  it.  The  pleadings  must  be  signed  by  counsel, 
an  there  is  a respectable  local  bar  regularly  attending  the  court.  Of  the  excellent  judo-e 
o presides,  we  have  already  spoken.  Altogether,  this  court  is  admirably  constituted;  and 
« zensof Cork  have  great,  advantage  over  the  inhabitants  of  most  other  places,  in  having  a 
ln  “leir  city  where  justice  can  be  so  readily  and  satisfactorily  obtained.  Some  faults 
€rer  aPPear  to  exist  which  require  correction,  and  some  deficiencies  it  would  be  desirable 
amr?!1  r t ^ tke  fonner>  tbe  length  and  intricacy  of  the  pleadings,  and  the  great 
anH  f 01  COsts>  ar?  the  principal ; and  of  the  latter,  the  want  of  a civil  bill  jurisdiction, 
o a power  to  try  ejectments,  is  most  felt  and  complained  of. 


Number  of  Causes  J . 


Removal  to  superior 
Courts. 


Importance  of 

Cases. 

Attorneys. 


all  assistant  barrister  for  the  county  has  jurisdiction  within  the  county  of  the  city,  in  Improvements' 
nf  s l!  lm  the  limits  of  the  Civil  Bill  Acts,  and  can  try  ejectments  for  nonpayment  of  suggested, 

held  h a£ainst  1 overholding  tenants  for  lands  and  premises  lying  within  it.  His  sessions  are 
* °WS  °nce  iQ  tbe  year  in  the  city  of  Cork,  and  that  in  the  month  of  September, 


held  h a£ams! ■ overholding  tenants  for  lands  and  premises  lying  within  it.  His  sessions  are 
which  ?nce  tbe  year  in  the  city  of  Cork,  and  that  in  the  month  of  Septe 

at  anv  off  0rt^  before  rent  becomes  due ; and  if  a party  wishes  to  avail  himself  of  this  court 
Pediaps  tweTS°?  y?ar’  be  may  have  to  go  himself,  and  take  his  witnesses  to  a town, 

why  he  ch  i?  mi“s  °ff>  whilst  he  might  have  the  opportunity,  and  there  seems  no  good  reason- 
ed All,,  °U  d DOtj  avabbig  himself  of  the  assistance  of  a court  sitting  weekly  within  the 
^Uy  competent  to  try  such 


^tV^th^y-8688!0113  ^ourt  *s  beld  quarterly,  before  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  Court  of  City 
^ court  T'  The  reC01’der  is,  under  the  local  Act  before  referred  to,  empowered  to  Sessions, 
bv  thecleT^fk1 ' S>  an<^  *n  general  Is  the  ouly  judge  presiding.  A grand  jury  is  returned 
’ *he  peace  to  serve  for  the  entire  quarter,  and  the  court  sits  weekly. 

whom  1906  ^Tumber  °f  Prisoners  tried  . at  the  four  sessions  in  the  year  1831  was  345,  of  Number  of  Cases. 
wnrictedVr^ff1-!  fr^0nies>  and  153  for  misdemeanours.  Of  the  prisoners  tried,  244  were 
transported  ■ °i  “ron^eSj  auc*-  ^4  of  misdemeanours.  Of  those  convicted  of  felony,  41  were 
and  imprison EUCl  otkerSj  w^b  those  convicted  of  misdemeanours,  were  punished  by  fine 
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REPORTS  FROM  COMMISSIONERS  ON 


CITY  OF  CORK. 


Juries. 
Market  J ury. 


In  1832,  the  prisoners  tried  were,  for  felonies,  157;  misdemeanours,  126-  con-- 
felonies,  143;  misdemeanours,  97;  transported,  43.  5 VlctC(l  of 

In  1833,  prisoners  tried,  205 ; for  felonies,  122 ; misdemeanours,  183  • convicted  Apr  i . 
104;  misdemeanours,  45;  transported,  11.  ’ domes, 

79.  The  Jurors  are  returned  from  the  respectable  citizens,  and  the  administration  of  • 
in  this  court  gives  universal  satisfaction.  I08™* 

A Market  Jury  is  summoned  by  the  sheriff,  and  sworn  in  at  the  commencement  of 
sessions,  and  continues  in  office  until  the  next.  eac** 


Fuccdmis7,  ^ The  Sessions  Grand  Jury  present  nuisances,  but  have  no  power  of  levying  money  on  the 

Court  of  Conscience.  80.  The  Court  of  Conscience  is  constituted  by  the  3 Geo.  IV.  c.  85,  which  make  th 

mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  ward  judges ; not  less  than  three  of  them,  however  to  h! 
sufficient  to  hold  the  court;  and  it  empowers  them  to  hear  and  determine* all  disputes  I 
differences  between  party  and  party,  in  all  actions  of  debt  not  exceeding  40s.  1 ana 

Provisions  of  Act  of  The  Act  regulates  the  sittings  of  the  court.  It  gives  it  Jurisdiction  in  cases  of  debt 
Jurisdiction  exceeding  40s.  due  from  persons  inhabiting,  residing,  or  being  within  the  limits  of  the  countv 

of  the  city,  or  keeping  any  house,  shop,  &c.,  or  generally  using  or  frequenting  the  markets 
there;  and  directs  the  proceeding  to  be  by  summons  to  appear  two  days,  at  least  afte' 
service,  to  answer  the  demand,  such  service*  to  be  either  personally  on  the  debtor,  or  at  the 
dwelling  house,  shop,  &c.,  being  within  the  jurisdiction  of  such  court;  and  empowers  the 
judges  of  the  court,  upon  due  proof  made  of  service  of  the  summons,  to  hear  the  casebv 
examination  of  the  plaintiff,  or  otherwise,  and  make  an  order  therein,  and  award  reasonable 

60StS. 

In  case  the  party  summoned  does  not  appear,  the  Act  empowers  the  mayor  and  aldermen 
after  proof  made  upon  oath  of  the  service  of  the  summons,  to  hear  the  cause  on  the  part 
of  the  plaintiff,  and  to  make  an  ex-parte  order,  giving  the  party  decreed  a time  and  place  to 
show  cause,  before  such  mayor  and  aldermen,  against  it;  at  which  time  and  place,  whether 
the  defendant  shall  then  appear  to  show  cause  or  not,  the  Act  provides,  that  upon  proof  upon 
oath  made,  that  a copy  of  such  order  had  been  given  to  such  debtor,  or  served  at  his  dwelling 
house,  &c.,  seven  days  at  least  before  the  final  order  shall  be  pronounced,  a final  decree  or 
order,  may  be  made. 

The  Act  further  provides,  that  the  clerk  of  the  court  shall  not  issue  any  summons,  unless 
the  plaintiff  shall,  at  the  time  of  issuing  it,  deposit  with  him,  for  every  debt  not  exceeding 
20*.  the  sum  of  3s. ; and  for  every  debt  exceeding  20s.  the  sum  of  5s. ; and  that  if,  upon  the 
day  of  the  return  of  the  summons,  the  plaintiff  shall  not  appear,  or  shall  not  make  proof  of 
his  demand  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  court,  but  shall  become  nonsuited,  or  judgment  shall  be 
pronounced  against  him,  the  mayor  and  aldermen  may,  and  they  are  by  the  Act  required,  to 
award  to  the  defendant  a part  or  the  whole  of  such  deposit  money,  by  way  of  costs  and 
satisfaction  for  his  trouble  and  attendance,  together  with  such  further  sum  as  they  shall  think 
lit ; and  to  order  the  plaintiff  to  pay  such  further  sum ; and  if  there  shall  be  any  overplus 
remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  clerk  after  the  sum  awarded  to  the  defendant,  or  if  the  plaintiff 
shall  appear,  and  make  proof  of  his  demand  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  court,  that  then,  and  in 
every  such  case,  the  deposit  or  overplus  thereof  shall  be  returned  to  the  plaintiff. 

The  Act  then  authorizes  the  issuing  an  execution,  either  against  the  body  or  goods  of  the 
e endant ; and  if  the  body  be  taken,  directs  a committal  to  gaol,  there  to  remain  for  a 
-cer  m time  in  the  Act  specified,  unless  the  defendant  shall  perform  the  decree  before  the 
■ expiration  thereof.  r 

imprisonment,  limited  by  this  Act,  is  twenty  days,  where  the  debt  does  not 
•exceed  20*.,  and  forty  days  when  above  20*.,  exclusive  of  costs.  If  the  precept  be  against  the 
goods,  the  officer  is  empowered  to  levy  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  of  the  defendant, 

. eir?»  W1 , m jurisdiction  of  the  court,  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  shall  be  mentioned 
in  the  order.  J 


Court  unpopular. 


Arrangement 
amongst  the 
Aldermen. 


■ conta*ns  a of  fees,  and  enacts,  that  such  fees,  and  none  other,  shall  be  taken 

in  the  court,  or  by  the  person  performing  the  office  of  bailiff;  and  that  a table  thereof  shall 
he  hung  up  in  some  conspicuous  place  of  the  court. 

81.  The  provisions  of  this  Act  of  Parliament  would  seem  well- calculated  to  secure  to 
sudors  a speedy  and  effectual  mode  of  enforcing  just  claims,  whilst  a sufficient  guard  is 
KtablisM  to  prevent  defendants  from  being  harassed  by  vexatious  and  unfounded  demands. 
Yet  this  Court  is  so  exceedingly  unpopular  amongst  the  citizens  of  Cork,  that  one  is  led  to 
apprehend,  either  that  there  is  something  defective  in  its  original  constitution,  or  that  the 
provisions  of  the  statute  are  departed  from  in  practice ; and,  from  our  examination,  we  & 
induced  to  believe  that  the  latter  is  the  chief  cause  of  the  bad  repute  in  which  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice  by  this  court  is  so  generally  held. 

, S2.The  mayor,  as  we  have  before  mentioned,  takes  no  part  in  the  proceedings,  aid 
the  Aldermen  of  the  ward,  by  an  Arrangement  amongst  themselves,  have  appointed  two  oftheir 
number  to  attend  constantly  as  judges  in  the  Court  of  Conscience.  One  alderman  of  the 
ward  is  obliged  to  attend  daily  in  the  police  office,  or  magistrates’  court,  which  adjoins  the 
Court  of  Conscience.  This  latter  duty  the  remaining  four  take  by  weekly  turns,  and  the 
alderman  who  thus  attends  in  the  police  office,  and  is  called  the  alderman  of  the  week,  makes 
e nd  judge  in  the  Court  of  Conscience,  being  sent  for  occasionally  when  his  presence13 
required,  or  giving  his  attendance  there  when  there  is  no  business  to  be  done  in  the  p°‘ice 
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In  fact,  though  three  aldermen  are  necessary  to  constitute  a Court  of  Conscience,  and  the  Act  CITT  0F  C0RK< 
provides  that  one  alderman  should  diligently  attend  in  the  police  office;  the  six  aldermen  of 
the  ward  manage  to  make  three  do  the  business  of  both  courts,  a fourth  only  attending,  when 
under  the  statutes  giving  a summary  jurisdiction,  in  cases  of  assault  and  trespasses,  the  pre- 
sence of  two  justices  is  required  in  the  police  office,  which  duty  the  four  aldermen  above  men- 
tioned also  take  in  rotation. 

83.  The  Consequence  of  this  Arrangement  is,  that  when  a case  is  called  on  in  the  Court  of  Consequences  of 
Conscience,  the  parties  are  frequently  obliged  to  wait,  a length  of  time  for  the  third  judge  to  such  Arrangement, 
come  over  from  the  police  office,  or  otherwise  to  enter  into  a consent  that  the  case  should  be 

heard  and  determined  by  two  only,  which  has  also  sometimes  been  done  without  consent. 

Sometimes  the  two  aldermen  go  into  the  case,  hear  the  evidence,  and  then  upon  the  third 
arriving,  the  three  join  in  making  a decree,  and  in  undefended  cases  the  presence  of  three 
aldermen  is  never  considered  necessary. 

84.  By  the  15Sth  section  of  the  Act  we  have  seen,  that  it  is  provided  that  the  plaintiff  shall.  Rule  of  Court  as 
at  the  time  of  issuing  his  summons,  deposit  with  the  clerk  of  the  court  the  sum  of  3s.  where  to  Deposits. 

the  debt  does  not  exceed  20s.,  and  the  sum  of  5s.  when  it  does ; and  in  case  the  plaintiff  shall 
not  appear,  or  shall  not  prove  his  case,  the  court  are  required  to  award  to  the  defendant  a part 
or  the  whole  of  the  deposit,  by  way  of  costs  and  satisfaction  for  his  trouble  and  attendance ; 
and  in  case  of  any  overplus,  or  if  the  plaintiff  shall  make  proof  of  his  demand,  to  return  such 
overplus  or  deposit  to  the  plaintiff.  The  aldermen  finding,  as  we  suppose,  that  the  m akin  a- 
of  so  large  a deposit  prevented  suitors  from  coming  to  the  Court,  made  a Rule  in  direct  contra- 
vention of  the  Act  of  Parliament,  that  instead  of  the  sums  prescribed  by  the  Act,  the  plaintiff 
should  be  obliged,  before  the  issuing  of  the  summons,  to  deposit  in  cases  where  the  debt  did  not 
exceed  20s.  the  sum  of  Is.  2d.,  and  in  cases  where  it  exceeded  20s.  the  sum  of  2s.  4ri.  only, 
these  sums  being  just  sufficient  to  cover  the  fees  of  court  on  the  issuing  of  the  process,  and  up 
to  the  hearing  of  the  cause,  to  which  purpose  the  deposit  is  uniformly  applied ; and  though  the 
plaintiff  may  not  appear  to  prove  his  case,  or  may  totally  fail  in  doing  so,  and  the  defendant 
may  have  been  most  vexatiously  harrassed,  and  have  lost  much  of  his  time,  he  receives  no 
remuneration  whatsoever. 

55.  It  sometimes  happens  that  the  aldermen  in  the  course  of  the  hearing  of  a cause,  discover  Practice  as  to  Fees, 
that  they  have  no  jurisdiction  over  the  matter,  and  either  dismiss  it  altogether,  or  if  it  appear 

to  ihem  to  be  matter  of  criminal  jurisdiction,  refer  the  party  over  to  the  police  office.  In 
neither  case,  however,  is  any  return  made  of  the  deposit ; and  this  not  unfrequently  occurs  after 
the  cause  has  gone  so  far  as  a hearing  to  show  cause  against  an  ex-parte  order. 

56.  Another  instance  in  which  the  provisions  of  the  statute  have  been  in  a most  extraordi-  As  to  Service  of 
nary  manner  departed  from,  is  that  of  the  court  having  altogether  dispensed  with  the  necessity  Summonses. 

of  proof  upon  oath  of  the  Service  of  Summonses  and  ex-parte  orders.  Notwithstanding  the 
provisions  of  the  155th  and  157th  sections  of  the  Act,  which,  to  give  the  court  jurisdiction  to 
make  any  decree  in  cases  where  the  defendant  does  not  appear,  expressly  require  that  due 
proof  should  be  made  upon  oath  of  the  service  of  the  summons,  or  ex-parte  order,  the  aider- 
men  have  adopted  a practice  that  the  bailiff  of  the  court  and  his  assistants  should,  on  the 
previous  evening,  make  a return  to  the  assistant  clerk  of  the  court,  of  all  summonses  and 
cx-parte  orders  served  by  them,  and  which  are  for  hearing  the  next  day ; and  from  these 
returns  so  made,  without  affidavit  or  other  verification,  the  assistant  clerk  makes  out  a list  of 
tne  causes  for  hearing,  and  from  this  list,  the  causes  are  called  on  and  heard,  without  any 
proof  whatsoever  of  tne  service  of  the  summonses  or  ex-parte  orders,  which  is  never  made 
unless,  as  sometimes  occurs,  the  defendant,  having  notice  of  the  proceeding  in  some  manner, 
appears  and  disputes  the  service  of  the  summons  or  order  upon  him. 

Such  a practice,  it  is  manifest,  is  directly  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  and  one 
calculated  to  afford  opportunity  for  great  abuse. 

8/.  By  another  rule  of  the  court,  for  which  there  seems  no  reason  but  the  increase  of  the  Renewal  of 
costs,  when  a decree  is  made  by  the  court,  the  plaintiff  has  three  months  to  take  out  his  Warrants. 

''arrant  upon  it.  If  he  do  not  take  it  out,  or  if  he  take  it  out  and  it  be  not  executed,  and  he 
uo  not  renew  it  within  that  time,  he  cannot  obtain  a warrant  or  renew  it  afterwards,  the 
proceedings  go  for  nothing,  and  he  must  commence  his  cause  de  novo. 

S8.  Besides  the  deposit,  abovementioned,  the  plaintiff  is  obliged,  in  the  first  instance,  to  Bailiff's  Fees. 

?a7  tbe  clerk  of  the  court  the  Bailiff’s  Fee  for  service  of  the  summons,  which  is  3d.  if  the 
e t be  under  20s.  and  4 d.  if  over,  where  the  summons  is  to  be  served  within  the  city,  and 

• per  mile  for  every  mile  beyond  the  bounds  of  it. 

^he  Bailiff  of  the  Court,  who  is  an  officer  appointed  by  the  aldermen  of  the  ward,  and  Bailiff  of  Court. 

o as  also  the  profits  arising  from  the  service  of  all  summonses,  and  the  execution  of  all  war-  mo  um  S- 

ts  trom  the  police  office,  has  from  the  fees  arising  from  both  courts  a very  lucrative  situation. 

evio^iy  the  passing  of  the  Actsgivingto  the  magistrates  the  jurisdiction  of  trying  assaults 
resp asses,  it  was  worth  above  £300  a-year;  at  present  it  is  not  worth  quite  so  much, 
whn  filf  Su  ass‘s'an's  under  him,  to  whom  he  pays  about  £110  per  annum.  The  individual 
reou'  tlT  j °.fficeof  bailiff  to  the  Court  of  Conscience,  and  to  whom  also  the  magistrates 
nolir ^ lre  delivery  for  service  and  execution  of  all  summonses  and  warrants  issuing  from  the 
insert  °l  ■Ce’  excePt  *n  serious  cases,  is  a half-pay  officer  of  the  army.  His  name  is  never 
hu=inp  yj  • warrants  either  court,  nor  does  he  perform  any  part  of  the  duty,  his  only 
*cien  SS  e'n®  oversee  his  assistants,  and  to  receive  the  fees,  which  in  the  Court  of  Con- 
°wn  di«IetSUlated  by  the  Act  °f  Parliament>  but  in  the  police  office  are  left  altogether  to  his 
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REPORTS  FROM  COMMISSIONERS  ON 


CITY  OF  CORK. 
Police  Office. 

Fees  therein. 


90.  The  Police  Office,  or  Magistrates’  Court,  which  is  established  under  the  same  \ 
Parliament  as  the  Court  of  Conscience,  fully  shares  its  unpopularity.  One  of  the  aid  °( 
the  ward  attends  there  every  day,  except  Sunday,  Christmas-day,  St.  Sfephen’s-da1^11  ^ 
Easter  Monday.  All  the  business  of  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  the  city  o/’c  t 
is  transacted  there  by  the  aldermen  of  the  ward ; the  other  aldermen,  and  justices  of  th  • 
within  the  city,  seldom  interfering,  and  the  mayor  seldom  acting,  but  in  casPe 
he  has  an  exclusive  jurisdiction.  A clerk  has  been  appointed  by  tne  aldermen,  who  ‘‘i 
out  of  the  fund  arising  from  the  fees  taken  in  the  office.  Those  fees  are  regulated  bv  'Vu. 
presented  by  the  grand  jury  several  years  ago,  and  settled  by  the  Court  of  Kino’s  R iT 
It  does  not.  seem,  however,  to  be  strictly  adhered  to;  at  least,  there  are  some  variations-  6 • 
a charge  of  8 d.  for  drawing  a voluntary  affidavit,  and  another  by  charging  3s.  4d  S0’n°neia 
recognisance,  whether  with  sureties  or  not,  the  sum  mentioned  in  the  schedule  beincTT 
Is.  3d.  on  a single  recognisance.  A charge  of  4s.  is  made  for  bearing  in  Excise  cases°nJ 
cases  by  or  at  the  suit  of  benefit  or  friendly  societies,  the  sum  authorized  by  the  table  brin! 
only  2s.  The  costs  of  heating  seem  also  to  be  multiplied  by  adjournments,  each  adiou  * 
ment  being  charged  as  a hearing.  These  fees  exceed  those  allowed  by  the  General  Petty  Ses- 
sions Act,  7,  8 Geo.  IV.  c.  67 ; but  the  aldermen  of  the  ward  conceive  that  their  rrmrt';,  „ . 
affected  by  that  Act. 


Informations  for 
Offences. 

Fees  on. 


91.  All  Informations  for  Offences  are  taken  in  this  office ; and  in  all,  except  for  the  liinher 
offences,  such  as  murder,  and  serious  riots,  and  violations  of  the  public  peace,  in  which1  the 
high  constables,  or  bridewell  keeper  become  prosecutors,  the  fees  authorized  by  the  table  are 
charged.  These  fees,  which  amount  to  3s.  9 d.  before  the  warrant  is  issued,  must  be  paid  by 
the  person  making  the  information.  When  the  information  is  lodged,  and  the  aldermen 
grant  a warrant  thereon,  which  is  always  the  first  process,  a summons  never  beim*  issued  in 
the  first  instance,  it  is  directed  to  the  assistants  of  the  bailiff  of  the  Court  of  Conscience,  and 
is  delivered  to  the  bailiff  for  execution,  who  charges,  for  executing  a warrant  against  one 
person,  2s.;  against  two,  3s. ; against  three  or  four,  4s.;  against  five,  5s.;  and  above  that  number, 
there  is  some  small  increase,  according  to  circumstances.  Those  fees  must  be  paid  by  the 
party  making  the  'information  before  he  will  permit  his  assistants  to  execute  the  warrant,  and 
as  the  warrants  in  all  cases,  except  very  serious  felonies,  sometimes  even  in  burglaries,'  and 
always  in  larcenies,  are  delivered  to  him  for  execution,  and  as  the  complainants  are  fre- 
quently persons  of  small  means,  and  unable  or  unwilling  to  pay  the  fees,  many  of  the 
warrants,  even  for  grave  offences,  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  bailiff  unexecuted,  and  offenders 
often  thus  escape  with  impunity.  Nor  will  the  justices  deliver  the  warrant  for  execution 
to  the  persons  making  the  information  themselves,  or  to  others  nominated  by  them,  however 
respectable. 

92.  Cases  ol  murder,  and  very  serious  felonies,  or  violations  of  the  public  peace,  are 
usually  prosecuted  by  the  sheriffs,  or  by  the  bridewell  keeper,  or  high  constables,  and  in  such 
cases,  as  also  sometimes  in  the  others,  where  the  person  making  the  informations  is  very 
poor,  the  business  is  done  gratis;  this,  however,  the  magistrates  consider  entirely  at  their  own 
discretion. 


Assaults  and  Tres- 
passes. 


Church  and  Grand 
Jury  Rates. 


Fines  on  Carmen. 


Aldermen,  Mem- 
bers of  Public 
Boards. 


. Much  business  is  done  in  the  Magistrates’  Court  under  the  statutes  giving  summary 
jurisdiction  in  cases  of  assault  and  trespass.  In  these  cases  jurisdiction  is  given  to  two 
magistrates,  and  when  necessary  another  alderman  of  the  ward  attends  to  sit  with  the  aider- 
man  of  the  week ; but  here,  as  in  the  Court  of  Conscience,  the  parties  are  frequently  obliged 
to  wait  for  the  attendance  of  a second  alderman,  or  enter  into  a consent  to  let  the  case  be 
tried  by  one;  and  sometimes  cases  are  so  tried  without  consent.  The  practice  of  the  justices 
is  to  try  all  cases  of  Assault  and  Trespass  under  their  summary  jurisdiction,  unless  they  be  of 
a very  aggravated  nature,  or  the  party  complaining  insist  that  the  informations  shall  be 
returned  to  the  sessions. 


94.  Cases  for  the  recovery  of  Church  Rates,  Grand  Jury,  and  other  assessments,  as  ah 
complaints  against  carmen  and  jingle  drivers,  are  entertained,  and  orders  made  upon  then 
by  the  justices  in  the  police  office.  The  proceedings  against  these  latter  parties  furnish  i 
cunous  instance  of  how  much  the  practice  of  a court  may  be  governed  by  the  question  o 
costs.  By  the  Cork  Wide  Street  Act  all  Fines  imposed  upon  Carmen  and  jingle  drivers  an 
payable  to  the  Wide  Street  commissioners,  to  be  bv  them  hsmrWl  nwr  tn  the  Foundlin 


costs.  By  the  Cork  Wide  Street  Act  all  Fines  imposed  upon  Carmen  and  jingle  drivers  ar 
payable  to  the  Wide  Street  commissioners,  to  be  by  them  handed  over  to  the  Foundlin! 
Hospital,  and  the  superintendent  of  the  Wide  Street  Board  is  generally  the  person  to  lodg> 
informations.  For  several  years  past,  however,  the  practice  of  the  justices  has  been  to  fine  th 
offenders  only  id  asum  sufficient  to  cover  the  costs  of  the  prosecution,  and  a regular  Dr.  am 
L-i.  account  is  kept  by  the  clerk  of  the  court,  with  th*»  ai-m*rintan/ianf  in  which  he  credits  th 


rw  i , non  , uue  uy  me  superintendent  to  the  police  office.  From  September  lboi 
October  1833,  the  amount  received  for  fines  was  £82 19  s.'5d.,  and  the  costs  were  £76 17s-  10c 
leaving  a balance  of  £6  Is.  Id.  in  favour  of  the  Board,  which,  by  direction  of  the  supem 
tendent,  remains  in  the  hands  of  the  clerk  to  meet  the  costs  of  future  cases.  In  consequent 
ot  such  practice  the  hospital  is  not  much  the  better  for  the  benefits  intended  it  by  the  statut 
95.  Another,  and  perhaps  the  most  prolific  source  of  jealousy  and  suspicion,  in  respect 
the  administration  of  justice  both  in  the  Court  of  Conscience  and  the  Police  Court,  arises  to 
P 8 ^ that  alm?st  a11  the  Aldermen  of  the  ward  are  connected  with  one  or  more  of  d 
t-ubiic  .Boards  within  the-  city;  which  boards  by  themselves,  or  their  officers,  frequent 
have  occasion  to  proceed  either  in  the  Court  of  Conscience,  or  police  office,  before  these  aide 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS  IN  IRELAND. 


43  CORK. 


mPn  for  the  recovery  of  rates  or  penalties,  which  under  the  several  statutes  they  have  power  CITT  0F  C0RK\ 
of  levying  from,  or  imposing  on  the  inhabitants. 

One  alderman  of  the  ward  is  collector  of  grand  jury  cess,  another  is  treasurer  and  sole 
manager  of  the  Pipe  Water  Company,  a third  is  agent  to  the  contractor  for  lighting  the  city 
fljtii  gas,  and  some  of  them  are  members  of  the  Wide  Street  and  Harbour  Boards. 

All  of  these  boards  are  in  the  habit  of  enforcing  payment  of  their  rates  either  by  suits  in 
the  Court  of  Conscience,  or  proceedings  in  the  police  office,  and  nothing  can  divest  the  indi- 
viduals sued,  of  the  idea  that,  they  will  not  obtain  justice,  when  they  find  that  a member  of 
the  board  instituting  the  proceedings  is  one  of  the  judges  to  hear  the  case,  or  that  they  have 
to  decide,  each  in  turn,  on  the  cases  of  the  others.  J 

96.  An  extraordinary  practice  prevails  also  in  the  proceedings  for  the  recovery  of  Grand  Suits  for  Grand 
Jurv  Cess  in  the  Court  of  Conscience.  The  collector  of  one  of  the  districts  of  the  city,  who  is  Jury  Cess.- 
himself  one  of  the  aldermen  of  the  ward,  after  he  has  paid  to  the  treasurer  of  the  county  of 

the  city  the  full  amount  of  the  warrant  given  to  him  to  collect,  frequently  issues  summonses 
from  the  court  of  conscience  against  such  persons  as  may  owe  any  part  of  the  cess,  in  the 
name  of  the  treasurer,  though  he  has  been  already  paid  and  has  no  concern  whatever  in  the 
recovery  of  the  rate,  and  proceeds  therein  to  decrees,  the  costs  of  which  amount  to  3s.  each, 
though  the  costs  of  distraining  is  limited  by  the  act  to  one  shilling ; and,  by  a practice  still 
more  extraordinary,  the  treasurer,  who  is  t he  nominal  plaintiff  in  the  case,  is  frequently 
called  as  a witness  to  prove  the  warrant  and  assessment. 

97.  The  Elections  for  the  office  of  Alderman  of  the  Ward  are  frequently  contested,  and  we  Elections  of  Alder- 
were  given  to  understand  that  such  elections  were  sometimes  carried  by  the  Bribery  of  the  men  of  Ward, 
poorer  freemen.  Indeed  it  was  stated  that  bribery  prevailed  in  all  elections  to  offices  of  Bribery  at 
emolument  save  that  of  mayor. 

9S.  Of  the  aldermen  of  the  ward  two  are  father  and  son,  another  their  connexion ; and  we  Relationship 
have  learned  that  a gentleman  related  to  them  has  been  elected  to  fill  a vacancy  which  has  between, 
occurred  since  our  investigation.  Thus  of  the  aldermen  of  the  ward,  four  are  now  nearly 
connected. 


99.  We  conceive  the  original  Constitution  of  both  the  Courts  of  Conscience  and  Magistrates'  Deferts  in  Consti- 
Court  may  have  produced,  in  some  measure,  the  abuses  to  which  we  have  adverted ; we  doubt  tution  of Courts, 
the  policy  of  making  the  remuneration  of  those  who  are  to  dispense  justice  to  the  poor 
depend  altogether  on  fees,  and  we  think  it  a mistake  to  multiply  the  number  of  judges  who 
are  to  share  the  profits  to  so  large  a number  as  six,  and  thus  almost  necessarily  induce 
severity,  if  not  extortion  in  their  demands.  We  think  also  that  the  two  jurisdictions  should 
not  be  united  in  the  same  persons;  we  are  of  opinion  that  if  the  suggestion  we  have  before 
taken  the  liberty  to  make  were  adopted,  that  of  extending  a civil  bnl  jurisdiction  to  the 
recorder,  giving  no  right  of  appeal  in  cases  under  forty  shillings,  a Court  of  Conscience  would 
be  altogether  unnecessary ; and  we  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  our  conviction  that  police 
magistrates  receiving  salary  from  the  Crown,  and  answerable  to  Government  for  the  due 
performance  of  their  functions,  would  he  better  suited  to  the  preservation  of  peace  and  good 
order  in  so  important  and  populous  a city  as  Cork,  than  officers  who  have  no  personal 
interest  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  but  the  profits  which  accrue  to  them  from  petty 
litigation. 


100.  There  is  no  Police  in  the  city  of  Cork,  nor  was  there  until  lately  any  civil  force  to  aid  Police, 
the  magistrates.  They  were  entirely  dependent  upon  the  military  for  the  preservation  of  the 
peace.  Soldiers  were  placed  on  the  gaol,  bridewell,  and  in  two  guard-houses  within  the  city. 

About  two  years  ago  the  general  commanding  the  district  complained  of  the  heavy  duty  the 
military  had  thus  to  perform,  and  objected  to  their  being  so  employed.  A meeting  of  the  magis- 
trates and  citizens  was  then  held  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a city  police,  hut  the  citizens 
being  alarmed  at  the  expense,  the  attempt  proved  abortive,  and  the  general  then  withdrew 
t e military  from  the  gaol,  bridewell,  and  guard-houses.  To  remedy  the  inconvenience  felt, 
ne  grand  jury  devised  the  expedient  of  presenting  to  the  sheriffs  at  each  assizes,  under  the 
1 wo.  IV.  c.  74,  a sum  of  money  to  pay  a number  of  persons,  under  the  denomination 
o turnkeys,  in  the  gaol  and  bridewell;  some  of  whom'  are  employed  in  discharging  the  proper 
^ les  turnkeys,  but  the  remainder  are  in  fact  a police,  and  "discharge  the  ordinary  duties 
ereof,  under  the  direction'  of  the  sheriffs,  the  keeper  of  the  bridewell,  and  the  high  con- 
a t5'  The  number  of  these  is  sixteen  for  the  gaol,  and  nine  for  the  bridewell.  The  sum  pre- 
n eufor  the  payment  of  them  is  about  £380  at  each  assizes ; the  force,  however,  thus  obtained, 
very  insufficient.  Besides  the  two  high  constables,  who  have  salaries  presented  by  the  grand 
g0  . ^0  each,  the  grand  jury  present  a large  number  of  special  constables  for  the  county 
coJ,^ two  persons  as  constables  in  each  parish.  The  special  constables  and  parish 
rat« 3 aVP  n°  sa^ar'eS)  "but  the  parish  constables  are  exempt  from  the  payment  of  city 
w • they  do  not,  however,  act  in  the  preservation  of  the  peace,  their  duty  being  to  make 
Jatffl115  m,lnso^Tei?t  houses  within  the  parish,  that  they  may  be  exempted  from  the  levy  of  the 
^ p special  constables  sometimes  assist  in  the  quelling  of  riots  or  in  the  appre- 
10ns  of  persons  charged  with  capital  felonies. 

ere  *s  no  night  watch  of  any  description.  The  prisons  are  a city  gaol  and  a bridewell, 
be  a ni  *s  most  commodious,  and  so  admirably  regulated  and  conducted  as  to  The  Gaol, 

is  el  wel1  worthy  of  imitation  throughout  the  country.  The  classification  of  prisoners 
jUent.  R is  managed  by  a governor,  who  has  twenty-two  persons  under  him,  viz.  a Officers  of. 
a nursef3reJn0r5  matron»  one  female  turnkey,  one  turnkey,  who  is  also  schoolmaster  and  clerk, 

H te“der,  three  inside  turnkeys,  and  one  at  the  outer  gate,  with  a serjeant  and  twelve 
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Salaries  of. 


Appointment  of 
Officers. 


Board  of  Superin- 
tendence. 


The  Bridewell. 


Officers  of. 


Salaries  of. 


The  Revenues  of 
the  Corporation. 


armed  turnkeys.  Six  of  the  armed  turnkeys  do  the  duty  of  the  gaol,  and  the  rem  ' 
are  employed  as  police  in  the  manner  above  stated.  aiDller 

102.  The  governor  has  a Salary  of  £400  a-year;  the  deputy  governor,  £46  3S,  . , 

matron,  £40;  the  female  turnkey,  £1G  18s. ; the  turnkey,  who  is  clerk  and  school™’- 
£36  18s.  6<J. ; the  nurse  tender,  £31  4s.  ; the  serjeant  of  turnkeys,  £32  6s.  • and  fi  t’ 
other  turnkeys,  being  sixteen  in  number,  £27  6s.  each.  There  is  also  an  inspector  tvho  h * * 
a salary  of  £165 ; the  Protestant  and  Roman  Catholic  chaplains,  £46  a vear  each  • 
surgeon,  £50;  and  the  apothecary,  £10. 

103.  All  the  Officers,  except  the  inspector,  chaplains,  surgeon,  and  apothecary,  are  appoint  1 
by  the  sheriffs,  and  removable  by  them ; the  power  of  removal,  however,  they  never  exerci: 
except  in  case  of  misconduct.  The  present  governor  has  held  the  situation  for  34  years  he  1^ 
no  emoluments  whatever  beyond  his  salary,  no  fees  of  any  kind  being  allowed  to  be  taken 
in  the  prison,  not  even  in  the  debtor’s  part,  in  which  the  different  apartments  are  allocated  br 
the  sheriffs  or  inspector.  The  governor  gives  security  to  the  sheriffs  in  the  sum  of  £3000  * 

104.  A Board  of  Superintendence  is  appointed  by  the  grand  jury;  to  them  money  for  all 
purposes  except  the  payment  of  salaries  is  presented,  and  they  contract  for  the  supply  of 
every  thing  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  prison.  Out  of  the  sum  presented  to  this  board  for 
the  support  of  the  prisoners,  they  have  been  in  the  habit  of  purchasing  clothing  for  the 
turnkeys,  an  application  of  the  fund  which  appears  not  to  be  warranted  by  the  Gaol  Act. 

105.  The  Bridewell  is  for  the  temporary  confinement  of  prisoners  under  examination,  before 
final  committal,  and  of  disorderly  persons  taken  up  in  the  night  until  brought  before  the 
magistrates.  There  are  two  apartments ; one  for  males,  and  the  other  for  females,  which  can 
contain  about  12  each. 


106.  The  keeper  is  appointed  by  the  sheriffs,  and  has  a salary  of  £150,  presented  by  the 
grand  jury.  The  care  of  the  prisoners  in  the  bridewell  forms  a very  small  part  of  his  duties. 
He  acts  as  a peace  officer,  and  seems  to  do  more  duty  as  such  than  any  other  person  in  the 
city.  Pie  has  a serjeant  and  eight  armed  turnkeys  under  him,  who  though  presented  for 
by  the  grand  jury  as  officers  of  the  bridewell  are  in  truth  police,  like  those  in  the  gaol. 

There  is  a female  turnkey,  who  has  a Salary  of  £40  a-year  Irish.  The  serjeant  of 
turnkeys  has  12s.  3d.,  and  the  eight  men  under  him  10s.  6 d.  a week  each. 

107-  The  Revenues  of  the  Corporation  are  derived  from  various  sources,  viz. : 

1st.  Fee  farm  rents  payable  under  ancient  grants  of  lands  or  premises  made  by  the 
corporation,  and  amounting  to  £320  0s.  3d.  British,  per  annum. 


2d.  Rents  payable  under  terminable  leases  of  lands,  and  premises  amounting  to  £455  i. 
per  annum. 

3d.  An  annual  sum  of  £369  4s.  7d.  paid  by  the  harbour  commissioners  to  the  corporation, 
under  a local  Act,  1 Geo.  IV.  c.  52,  as  compensation  for  the  harbour  dues,  which 
belonged  to  the  corporation,  and  were  extinguished  by  that  Act. 

4th.  Twenty-five  shares  in  the  Pipe  Water  Company,  which  now  pay  an  annual  dividend 
of  £125.  J 1 y 


5th.  The  rent  of  what  are  called  the  out-markets,  which  are  let  annually,  and  produce  on 
an  average  of  the  last  five  years  £1300  per  annum. 

6A.  The  tolls  of  the  Grand  Parade  market,  collected  by  the  corporation  themselves,  and 
which  have  produced  on  an  average  of  the  last  five  years  £968  per  annum  over  all  expenses 
of  collection. 


Net  Receipts. 

Fee  Farm  Rents. 


Property  granted 
in  Fee  Farm,  now 
valuable. 


/th.  One-sixth  of  the  gross  receipts  of  the  tolls  of  the  corn,  hay,  and  straw  market,  to  which 
the  corporation  are  entitled  under  a local  Act,  3 George  IV.  c.  79,  as  compensation  for  the 
market  toll  on  those  articles,  given  up  by  them  when  the” new  market  was  established.  Their 
share  of  those  tolls  has,  on  an  average  of  the  last  five  years,  amounted  to  £400  per  annum. 

Sth.  The  gateage  tolls,  which,  on  a like  average,  amount  to  £2308  per  annum,  after 
payment  of  all  expenses  of  collection. 

■ Anu  9ih'  amount. of  fines  imposed  by  courts  of  justice  within  the  city,  and  estreated 
into  the  Exchequer,  to  which  the  corporation  under  a grant  in  one  of  their  charters  are  entitled. 
The  amount  of  those  fines  was  formerly  remitted  from  the  Exchequer  to  the  corporation,  but 
nothing  has  been  received  on  foot  of  them  for  the  last.  10  or  12  years. 

The  amount  of  this  revenue  is  £6237  per  annum,  not  including  the  expense  of  the  collec- 
tion of  tolls,  the  Net  Receipts  only  after  deducting  expenses  being  paid  to  the  chamberlain. 
108.  The  Fee  Farm  Rents  are  payable  under  27  different  grants  in  fee  farm  of  premises 
tbe  Clty  and  suburbs  made  by  the  corporation  at  various  periods,  between  the  year 
1686  and  the  year  1724.  The  rents  reserved  vary  from  £l  Is.  5 d.  to  £62,  and  the  quantity 
of  ground  granted  is  generally  stated  in  feet,  as  in  building  leases.  , 

Almost  all  of  those  grants  appear  to  have  been  made  to  members  of  the  corporation;  m 
most  of  them  to  aldermen  and  members  of  the  council.  In  none  of  the  deeds  is  there  a 
recital  of  a letting  by  auction ; some  of  them  are  made  in  consideration  of  a small  fine,  m 
many  of  them  are  grants  in  reversion  after  the  expiration  of  existing  terms,  some  of  99.  years 
. *09.  The  Property  comprised  in  these  grants,  being  much  of  it  in  the  best  part  of  the  city 
is  now  very  valuable,  nor  is  it  the  only  part  of  the  corporation  property  which  they  m" 
lfiorwi,  Wltk  aSi^  aPPears  an  inquisition  post  mortem,  taken  at  Cork  in  the  ve 
1 that  several  persons  therein  mentioned,  who  had  been  members  of  the  corpora 
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died  seised  of  lands  and  premises,  which  were  granted  to  the  corporation  by  the  charter  of  CITY  0F  C0RK- 
Henry  III.  The  deeds  by  which  this  property  was  conveyed  away  axe  not  now  forthcoming. 

110.  The  terminable  Leases  granted  by  the  corporation  were  made  at  different  periods.  Terminable  Leases, 
from  the  years  1686  to  the  present  time;  counterparts  of  most  of  these  are  forthcoming;  the 

terms  granted  vary  from  999  years  to  61 ; few  of  them,  however,  are  under  500  years.  Those 
oranted  subsequently  to  the  year  1721  generally  recite  a letting  by  auction  according  to  the 
bye-law  of  that  year.  The  rents  are  generally  small.  The  premises  comprised  in  one  of 
those  leases  whereby  the  common  lands  of  the  city  within  the  North  liberties,  and  the  profits 
of  the  fairs  held  thereon,  were  granted  on  the  24th  September  16S6  to  John  Newenham, 
alderman,  for  a term  of  199  years,  to  commence  after  the  expiration  of  a then  existing  term 
of  31  years  at  an  annual  rent  of  £20,  would  now  produce  from  £500  to  £600  per  annum. 

The  lease,  however,  will  not  expire  till  the  year  1903. 

111.  The  mode  of  letting  the  Corporation  property  is  now  settled  by  the  above-mentioned  Mode  of  letting  the 
bye-law,  whereby  it  is  enacted,  “ That  no  grant,  lease,  or  conveyance  whatever  shall  be  made  of  Corporation  Lands, 
any  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  or  other  revenues,  or  interests,  belonging  to  the 

corporation,  unless  there  shall  be  first  ten  days’  public  notice,  published  by  fixing  tile  same  in 
writing  on  some  public  place  of  the  new  Exchange  of  this  city,  after  which  it  shall  be  put  up 
to  cant  and  disposed  of  to  the  highest  bidder ; and  that  no  gift,  grant,  or  donation  of  any  of 
the  lands  or  revenues  of  the  corporation,  shall  be  valid  to  any  person  whatsoever,  unless  the 
same  be  agreed  to  and  approved  of  in  open  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred.” 

There  is  no  law,  however,  restricting  the  length  of  term  to  be  granted,  or  preventing  the 
talcing  of  fines  or  granting  leases  in  reversion. 

112.  The  Revenue  of  the  corporation,  amounting  to  £6237  10s.,  is  expended  under  various  Expenditure  of 

heads  of  Expenditure,  which  may  be  classed  as  follows,  viz. : Revenues. 

1st.  Payment  of  Rents,  payable  by  the  Corporation  for  premises  held  by  them.  These  Rents  payable  by 
amount  to  £696  19s.  8 d.  Corporation. 

2d.  In  paying  the  interest  upon  a Debt  due  by  them,  and  secured  by  their  bonds.  The  debt  Debt.; 
amounts  to  £724 7 17s.  9 d.,  and  the  interest,  which  is  paid  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent, 
amounts  to  £362  7s.  lOd.  a year.  When  or  in  what  manner  a portion  of  this  debt  was 
incurred  is  not  now  very  well  known.  It  appears  by  the  corporation  books  that  part  of  it 
was  due  so  early  as  1767.  It  was,  however,  much  increased  of  late  years  by  the  expense  of 
building  the  Grand  Parade  market. 

3d.  In  the  Payment  of  the  Salaries  of  the  different  Officers  of  the  corporation,  amounting-  to  Salaries  of  Officers 
£16S9  8s.  5 d. 

4th.  In  the  payment  of  the  Pensions  of  one  superannuated  officer,  and  of  the  widows  and  Pensions  of. 
daughters  of  the  aldermen  and  burgesses,  which,  on  an  average  of  five  years,  amount  to 

£287  13s. 


5th.  In  Repairs  of  the  Markets,  amounting  on  a like  average  to  £409  3s.  4 d.  Repairs  of  Markets. 

Cth.  In  Repairs  and  improvements  of  the  Streets  and  Bridges,  and  in  expenditure  on  Public  Repairs  of  Streets 
Buildings,  amounting  on  the  same  average  to  £1857  14s.  7 d.  The  expenditure,  however,  and  Public 
upon  which  this  average  was  struck,  includes  a sum  of  £2000  granted  by  the  corporation  Builtiings. 
towards  the  building  of  a new  court  house,  £800  laid  out  on  the  rebuilding  of  Black  Rock 
Castle,  and  £600  the  purchase  money  of  a house  projecting  into  one  of  the  streets,  and  which 
it  was  necessary  to  pull  down ; none  of  which  are  ordinary  expenses.  This  average,  therefore, 
should  be  taken  at  a much  lower  rate. 


/th.  In  the  expenses  of  repairs  and  supply  of  furniture  to  the  Mansion  House,  amounting,  Mansion  House, 
on  a like  average,  to  £382  5s.  lOd.  per  annum,  a sum  which,  like  every  other  connected 
with  that  establishment,  seems  most  extravagant. 

8th.  Law  Expenses,  amounting,  on  a like  average,  to  £139  18s.  Id.  per  annum.  Law  Expenses. 

9th.  Charities  amounting  to  £333  10s.  6fl,  in  which,  however,  is  included  the  £200  Charities, 
constituting  the  mayor  and  sheriffs’  charity.  This  sum  being  deducted,  leaves  the  small  sum 
°{  10*  6d.  as  the  annual  contribution  of  the  corporation  of  Cork,  out  of  a revenue  of 

above  £6000  a year,  to  the  many  extensive  and  most  useful  charities  in  the  city. 

10th.  Miscellaneous  Expenses,  amongst  which  are  included  a variety  of  petty  expenses  of  Miscellaneous 
annual  recurrence,  hut  not  capable  of  being  classed  under  any  of  the  foregoing  heads.  Expenses. 

- mongst  them  we  find  further  expenses  of  the  mayor’s  establishment  in  pipe  water,  gas  light, 
and  newspapers,  of  which  one  London,  one  Dublin,  and  two  Cork  papers  are  supplied  to 
inn  at  the  expense  of  the  corporation.  These  miscellaneous  expenses  amount,  on  an  average, 

to  £429  13s.  8 d. 

.11th.  Contingent  Expenses.  Under  this  head  are  classed  such  casual  expenses  as  are  not  Contingent  Ex- 
i e y to  recur.  Much  of  the  expenditure  charged  under  this  head  is  also  for  the  support  of  Penses- 
nl  e»m  r'  °r  S establishment.  Thus,  in  every  year  from  1827  to  1832,  we  find  a charge  for 
Plate  for  the  Mansion  House.  In  the  year  ending  September  1828,  we  find  a sum  of  100 
guineas  paid  to  the  late  mayor  in  addition  to  his  salary,  and  a sum  of  £30  to  the  then 
jnayor  for  his  expenses  of  going  to  Dublin,  a sum  of  £64  18s.  lOd.  for  small  sums  paid 
b-v  th®  mayor,  and  a sum  of  £126  4s.  2d.  paid  to  reimburse  him  the  costs  of  an  action 
roug  t against  him  in  consequence  of  injury  done  to  some  property  by  a mob. 
for  tb  year  ending  September  1831,  we  find  a sum  of  £191  4s.  Id.  allowed  to  the  mayor 
a Jr  «exEensea  of  an  entertainment  given  to  Sir  Edward  Codrington,  and  in  the  same  year 
j.  0 £346  0s.  8 d.  allowed  him  for  entertaining  the  Duke  of  Northumberland,  £30  for 
«P«Bes  in  going  t0  Dublin,  30  guineas  to  purchase  a watch  as  a present  to  the  mayor's 
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Tolls. 


Gateage  Toll. 


Amount  of. 


Falling  off  in. 


Market  Tolls. 


Markets. 


Clerk  or  Superin- 
tendent of  the 
Market. 


Weighmasters. 


Schedule  of  Market 
Tolls. 

Their  Produce  in 
the  Grand  Parade 
Market. 


Tolls  of  Out- 
Markets. 


daughter,  and  £87  15s.  lid.  for  payment  made  on  mayor’s  orders,  which,  on  an  inspectio 
the  chamberlain’s  accounts,  appear  to  be  generally  for  petty  expenses  incurred  in  the1  Mans"0 
House.  In  the  same  account  we  find  £59  17s.  Id.  allowed  to  a sheriff  to  reimburse  him'tb 
costs  of  an  action  brought  against  him  for  some  act  done  in  the  execution  of  his  dutv  j 
the  year  ending  September  1832  we  find  £86  Os.  7d.  allowed  to  a sheriff  on  a like  acco  f 
£199  18s.  lOd.  allowed  to  the  mayor  to  reimburse  him  for  the  costs  and  damages  of  ” ’ 
action  brought  against  him  by  reason  of  property  destroyed  by  a mob,  £95  Os.  2 d as  M 
ments  made  on  mayor's  orders,  and  a sum  of  £6  12s.  allowed  to  him  for  wax  candle  I 
illuminate  the  Mansion  House  on  the  King’s  birth-day. 

These  contingent  expenses,  on  an  average  of  the  same  five  years,  amount  to  £365  ISj  7d 

The  12th  and  last  item  of  expenditure  is  the  clothing  of  the  mayor’s  Serjeants,  bailiff; 
& c.,  which,  on  a like  average  of  five  years,  amounts  to  £69  19s.  2d. 

The  gross  amount  of  this  expenditure,  taken  on  the  above  average,  is  £6153  13s.  Id.,  which 
deducted  from  the  annual  income,  leaves  a surplus  of  £83  16s.  lid.  at  the  disposal  of  the 
corporation. 

An  abstract  of  the  accounts  made  out  under  the  above-mentioned  several  heads  of  income 
and  expenditure  for  the  last  five  years  is  hereto  annexed. 

113.  The  Tolls  which  the  corporation  of  Cork  collect  are  either  what  are  called  gateage 
tolls,  or  market  tolls.  The  gateage  toll  is  claimed  as  a toll  traverse  on  certain  croods  entering 
the  city  or  ancient  suburbs.  The  description  of  goods  and  the  amount  of  toll  taken  upon 
them  are  specified  in  a docket  hereto  annexed. 

114.  This  Toll  is  claimed  only  on  goods  coming  into  the  city  for  sale  or  consumption,  and 
not  on  goods  passing  through  or  coming  in  for  exportation.  Though  black  cattle  and  sheep 
are  specified  in  the  schedule  as  liable  to  a toll  in  passing  through  the  city,  it  is  not  now 
claimed,  and  the  toll  upon  cattle,  though  specified  as  a toll  traverse,  is  in  fact  a market  toll; 
payment  of  the  toll  at  the  gates  freeing  the  cattle  from  all  toll  in  the  market,  and  if  the  cattle 
be  not  sold  or  slaughtered  but  driven  out  again,  the  toll  is  returned.  Both  Gateage  Toll  and 
Market  Toll,  however,  are  made  payable  on  many  other  articles,  as  will  appear  by  the  schedule. 
From  these  tolls,  both  gateage  and  market,  the  goods  of  all  freemen  are  exempt.  The  Amount 
of  the  gateage  toll  collected  in  the  year  ending  the  29th  September  1831,  being  the  first  year  in 
which  the  corporation  collected  the  tolls  themselves,  was  £3215  4s.  3 id.  The  expenses  of 
collection  were  £739  3s.  9 \d.,  leaving  a net  balance  paid  to  the  chamberlain  of  £2476  Os. 

In  this  year  the  amount  of  the  tolls  remitted  as  being'  taken  on  the  goods  of  freemen,  was 

£401  7s.  8d. 

I11  the  year  ending  the  29th  September  1832,  the  gross  amount  of  tolls  collected  was 
—2901  18s.  9 d.,  and  the  expense  of  collection  was  £730  4s.  3d.,  leaving  a . balance  of 
£21/ 1 14s.  6 d.  The  amount  of  the  tolls  remitted  on  account  of  the  freeman’s  privilege  was 
£364  15s.  5 d.  1 D 

In  the  year  ending  29th  September  1833,  the  amount  of  the  tolls  collected  was 
£2698  12s.  6$e?.,  the  expense  of  collection  £728  18s.  10d.,  leaving  a balance  of  £1969  13s.  8jA 
The  amount  remitted  on  account  of  the  freemen’s  privilege  was  £340  18s.  5 d. 

Thus  it  appears  that  this  source  of  revenue  is  gradually  falling  off;  and  how  precarious 
and  unsatisfactory  this  property  is,  is  manifest  from  the  fact,  that  the  expenses  of  collection 
amount  to  one-third  of  the  net  amount  of  revenue  obtained,  and  that  nearly  one-fourth  more 
than  the  corporation  have  the  benefit  of  is  levied  off  the  public. 

^ the  gateage  tolls  are  an  objectionable  tax  on  the  public,  the  MarketTolls,  more 
particularly  those  which  are  let  by  the  corporation,  are  infinitely  more  so,  as  well  from  the 
nature  of  the  tax  itself  as  from  the  extortions  committed  by  the  lessees,  and  the  constant 
breaches  of  the  peace  and  riots  which  are  produced  in  the  collection. 

• a~,  enclosed  markets  in  the  city  of  Cork,  the  largest  and  principal  of  which 

is  called  ‘ The  Grand  Parade  Market.”  The  tolls  of  this  market  have  been  collected  bv  the 
corporation  themselves  for  the  last  three  or  four  years. 

116.  This  is  done  by  means  of  a Clerk  or  Superintendent  of  the  Markets,  who  is  appointed 
by  the  mayor.  His  duty  is  to  collect  the  stallage  rents,  in  all  the  city  markets,  and  iso  the 
market  toils  m the  Grand  Parade  market.  He  has  two  beadles,  three  weighmasters,  and  two 
collectors  under  him.  His  salary  is  a guinea  a week,  and  eight  shilling  a week  are  paid  to 
each  or  the  collectors  and  beadles. 


The  Weighmasters  are  appointed  by  the  mayor,  and  are  paid  no  salary,  but  are  furnished 
with  beams  and  scales  by  the  corporation,  and  are  remunerated  by  the  butchers  who  pay  them 
tor  weighing  by  agreement. 

117.  A Schedule  of  Tolls  is  posted  up  in  the  Market,  of  which  a copy  is  hereto  annexed,  by 
which  it  appears  that  nothing  coming  to  the  market  is  exempt  from  toll,  and  that  several 
articles  pay  both  toll  and  stallage.  The  Produce  of  the  tolls  of  this  Market  in  the  yes 
ending  29th  September  1831,  was  £1354  Os.  5J<£,  after  deducting  the  expenses  of  collect**, 
and  m the  year  ending  29th  September  1832,  £1314  10s.  10 id.  In  those  two  years,  the 
corporation  collected  the  tolls  themselves.  In  the  three  previous  years,  during  which  the 
tolls  had  been  let,  the  greatest  sum  which  they  produced  to  the  corporation  was  £833  5s.  -“■> 
but  the  difference  may.  in  some  degree,  be  accounted  for  by  a great  increase  ofaccomraxla““ 
in  the  market.  J ° 


118.  The  Tolls  of  what  are  called  the  Out-Markets  have  been  always  let,  and  one  Persf®]^ 
mem  lor  four  years  previous  to  September  1833,  at  different  rents.  In  1830,  he  paid  £l*>Jj 
m 1831,  £1100;  in  1832,  £1133;  and,  in  1833,  £1111.  Previously  to  that  time  they  ^ 
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been  let  still  higher ; in  the  year  1 820,  so  high  as  £ 1 500.  In  the  collection  of  these  tolls  it  is  CITr  0F  CORK, 
that  the  greatest,  extortion,  violence,  ancl  oppression  prevail.  The  lessee  paying  a very  hi*h 
rent,  ancl  being  obliged  to  collect  it  111  in  small  sums,  is  no  way  scrupulous  in  the  demands  he 
makes,  and  the  poverty  and  ignorance  of  the  persons  who  pay  the  toll  make  resistance  imprac- 
ticable or  unavailing. 


JI9.  In  the  principal  of  those  out-markcta,  which  is  held  on  the  coal  quay,  no  ac-  Lcryof  the  Pettv 
oommodation  is  gnen  to  the  public.  The  articles  are  all  sold  in  the  open  street  without  Market  Toll 
covering  or  convenience  of  any  kind,  and  in  all  the  others  the  accommodation  is  very  limited  through  the  City, 
and  insufficient.  But  the  demands  of  the  collector  are  not  confined  to  those  places  which 
are  called  markets ; they  extend  over  the  whole  town,  except  the  North  and  South  Main  Streets  • 
and  if  persons,  however  poor,  are  met  in  any  part  of  the  city  carrying  a basket  in  which  a few 
articles  arc  exposed  for  sale,  or  if  they  set  the  basket  down  for  a moment  upon  the  pavement 
the  collector  immediately  makes  and  enforces  his  demand  of  one  penny.  The  toll  is  col- 
lected every  day  in  the  week,  not  excepting  Sundays.  How  the  North  and  South  Main 
Streets  became  privileged  by  this  exemption,  is  now  not  very  well  known.  The  old  schedule  or 
docket  of  tolls,  settled  a great  many  years  ago,  in  addition  to  the  specification  of  the.  amount  of 
toll  to  be  taken  for  stallage  and  standing  in  the  market,  adds  an  item  of  one  penny  a day  to  be 
taken  on  standings  outside  the  north  gate  and  south  gate.  This  the  corporation,  or  then- 
lessees,  have  interpreted  as  giving  them  a right  to  take  one  penny  for  toll  on  standings 
wheresoever  they  may  be,  within  or  without  the  ambit  of  the  old  city  walls,  except  in  the 
streets  lying  immediately  within  the  two  gates,  and  leading  from  the  one  to  the  other,  which  are 
called  the  North  and  South  Main  Streets. 


It  would  extend  this  Report  to  a great  length,  if  we  were  to  go  through  the  numerous 
instances  of  extortion  in  the  collection  of  tolls  which  came  under  our  notice.  It  may  be 
sufficient  to  say  that  here,  as  in  every  town  we  visited  in  which  tolls  are  collected,  they  are 
the  constant  cause  of  violence,  riot,  and  even  of  bloodshed. 


120.  Amongst  the  several  sources  of  the  Corporation  Revenue,  a sum  of  £400  has  been  men-  Com  Market, 
tioned  as  being  the  average  of  their  one -sixth  of  the  gross  receipts  of  the  tolls  in  the  Corn  Origin  of,  and  Reve- 
Market.  To  this  they  became  entitled  under  a local  Act  of  Parliament,  3 Geo.  IV.  c.  79,  which  nue.of  CorPoratio11 
provides  that  the  mayor,  sheriffs,  ancl  common  speaker,  of  the  city  of  Cork  for  the  time  beina,  derivred  therefrom, 
together  with  six  members  of  the  common  council,  to  be  chosen  by  the  . common  couneil,  and 
six  merchants  trading  in  the  city,  to  be  elected  by  the  freemen,  togetherwith  nine  landholders, 
to  be  presented  by  the  grand  jury  of  the  county  of  Cork,  ancl  nine  merchants  trading  in  the 
city,  to  be  presented  by  the  grand  jury  of  the  county  of  the  city  of  Cork,  and  their  successors, 
to  be  elected  in  manner  aforesaid,  should  be  trustees  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  and  regu- 
lating the  corn  market,  and  markets  for  the  sale  of  hay,  straw,  green  food  for  cattle,  and 
dead  pigs,  within  the  city,  ancl  suburbs.  The  Act  provides  for  the  mode  of  election  of  the 
trustees,  and  gives  them  power  to  build  markets  in  proper  places,  with  necessary  conveniences, 
and  enacts,  that,  the  markets,  when  erected,  shall  be  the  only  markets  for  the  sale  of  the  above 
articles  in  the  city,  and  prohibits,  under  a penalty,  persons  buying  or  selling  such  articles 
elsewhere  out  of  their  own  houses. 


121.  The  Act  authorizes  the  trustees  to  take,  from  all  persons  selling  corn  within  the  city  or  Rates  taken  in 

suburbs,  certain  Rates  specified  in  the  Act,  viz. : Market,  and  Duty 

For  every  20  stone  of  wheat 3d.  Irish,  of  Trustees. 

For  every  16  stone  of  barley  - 13-d.  Irish, 

For  every  14  stone  of  oats  - - - - Id.  Irish, 

and  so  in  proportion  for  a lesser  quantity. 

For  every  ton  of  hay,  straw,  or  green  food,  for  cattle  - Is.  British, 

And  for  every  dead  pig 2d.  Irish ; 

an  enacts,  that  the  trustees  shall  erect  and  support  weighing  places  within  the  markets, 
appoint  clerks  to  attend  the  same,  and  shall  weigh  all  corn,  hay,  straw  and  pigs,  if  required. 

122.  The  Act  then  provides  for  the  Application  of  the  Rates,  viz. : that  one-sixth  part  of  the  Application,  of 

gross  produce  thereof  should  be  handed  over  and  paid  to  the  corporation  by  the  trustees,  and  Rates. 

lanH°  ,0t^er  five-sixths  that  the  trustees  should  pay  the  purchase  moneys  of  the  houses, 
s,  and  tenements,  purchased  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  the  markets,  and  the  charges 
expenses  of  carrying  the  act  into  execution,  and  pay  over  the  residue,  if  any,  to  the  com- 
sioners  of  Wide  Streets,  in  the  city  of  Cork,  to  be  applied  by  them  in  aid  of  their  funds  for 
ng  w ide  and  convenient  streets  within  the  city. 

123.  Under  this  Act  trustees  were  appointed,  and  a market  built,  which  with  a bridge  Money  borrowed, 
builrbf  5*“?  -£17,460.  Of  this  sum  the  government  advanced  £4615  British,  towards 

b)divid°  1 an(l  the  commissioners  of  the  Parliamentary  Loan  lent  £LO,000.  Two 

contribUf  d T-o°  Were  owners  of  the  site  of  the  market,  besides  giving  the  ground  rent-free, 
file  build  towards  the  building,  the  establishment  of  the  market  in  that  place,  and 

The  q,i'n°  p bridge,  being  a great  improvement  to  the  residue  of  their  property. 

°f  the  toll  bil  * . was  borrowed  in  1828,  and  secured  by  a mortgage  of  the  five-sixths 
that  5 ue  belonging  to  the  trustees.  The  terms  upon  which  it  was  originally  obtained  were, 

^ paid  off Cent'  “Jierest  shoulfi  be  paid  on  the  principal,  and  5 per  cent,  of  the  principal  should 
°tbothth  annUally-  trustees,  after  payment  of  two  instalments,  applied  for  a reduction 

fouBd  th  6 1 65  anfi  instalments,  which  were  reduced  to  4 per  cent.  Even  at  this  rate  they 
S^ted.  eqnf  ves  unable  to  pay,  and  applied  for  a further  reduction,  which  has  not  been  *■ 
ipj^  ree  years’  interest  and  instalments  now  remain  due. 

£2700  ,Amount  of  the  gross  receipts  of  the  Tolls  for  the  last  three  years  was  Produce  of  Rates. 

of  the  last  ten,  £23177 
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REPORTS  FROM  COMMISSIONERS  ON 


CITY  OF  CORK. 
Complaints  of  W ant 
of  Accommodation. 


Expense  of. 
Utility  of. 


Selling  out  of 
Market. 


Harbour  Com- 
missioners, bow 
established,  and 
their  Powers. 


To  impose  Tonnage 
Dues. 


Ballast. 


Further  Powers. 


Agreement  with 
Corporation  for 
Dues. 


Further  Applica- 
tion of  Funds. 


Deed  between 
Corporation  and 
Commissioners. 


Duties  on  Vessels 
settled. 


124  The  market,  is  very  commodious,  and  6500  barrels  of  com  have  been  sold  there  in  one 
day.  Complaints,  however,  are  made  that  the  Accommodation  for  weighing  is  not  sufficient 
and  that  the  sellers  of  corn,  for  the  sake  of  despatch,  are  obliged  to  consent  to  have  the  quamit^ 
assessed ; for  which  purpose  an  officer  is  appointed  by  the  trustees,  who  estimates  the  quantity 
upon  which  toll  is  to  be  paid  by  bulk,  instead  of  weighing.  The  trustees,  on  the  other  hand, 
say  that  the  sellers  adopt  this  plan,  of  determining  the  quantity,  from  choice,  for  the  purpose  of 
oreater  expedition.  In  practice,  only  about  one-half  of  the  corn  which  comes  to  the  market  is 
weighed,  and  the  market  which  opens  at  9 in  the  morning  is  generally  over  by  12.  The 
trustees  provide  accommodation  only  for  weighing  such  quantity  as  they  calculate  will  be 
required  to  be  weighed.  If  all  the  corn  were  weighed  it  would  require  much  more  accom- 
modation to  enable  the  business  to  be  done  in  reasonable  time. 

125.  The  annual  Expense  of  the  market,  including  officers’  salaries  and  payment  of  labour- 
ers,  is  about  £1200  a year. 

126.  A diversity  of  opinion  exists  as  to  the  Utility  of  this  market,  and  whether  the  objects 
m procuring  the  Act  of  Parliament  have  been  attained.  It  is,  however,  admitted  that  the  fraud 
and  imposition  upon  the  country  people  bringing  corn  to  the  market  are  much  less  than  for- 
merly.  The  expense  of  procuring  the  Act  amounted  to  £669. 

127.  The  practice  of  selling  out  of  the  Market,  and  thereby  evading  the  payment  of  the 
market  toll,  has  latterly  much  increased,  and  the  trustees  have  in  consequence  employed 
persons  to  discover  and  prosecute  cases  of  this  description ; some  discontent  prevails  as  to ‘the 
characters  of  the  persons  so  employed,  and  in  consequence  of  their  prosecutions  being  brought 
before  the  aldermen  of  the  ward,  two  of  whom  are  members  of  the  board  of  trustees. 

A return  is  annexed  of  the  receipts  and  expenditure  for  the  three  years  ending  August 
1833. 


128.  The  Port  and  Harbour  of  Cork  is  improved  and  kept  in  proper  order  by  Commis- 
sioners appointed  under  a local  Act  of  Parliament,  1 Geo.  IV.  c.  52,  which  enacts  that  the 
two  Members  of  Parliament  for  the  city  of  Cork,  the  mayor  and  sheriffs  for  the  time  being, 
five  persons  elected  by  the  common  council  of  the  city,  and  twenty-five  persons  elected  by  the 
freemen  in  the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred,  shall  be  commissioners  for  carrying  into  execution 
the  purposes  of  the  Act,  and  enables  them  for  this  purpose  to  levy  certain  rates  and  duties 
upon  all  ships  and  vessels  entering  the  port  or  harbour,  viz. : 

For  every  ton  of  the  admeasurement  of  any  vessel  reporting  at  the  Custom  House  of  Cork, 
except  colliers  and  coasters,  a sum  not  exceeding  3 d.  British. 

For  every  ton  of  every  collier  so  reporting  for  every  voyage  made  to  and  from  the  port,  a 
sum  not  exceeding  2d.  British. 

For  every  ton  of  every  vessel  so  reporting,  arriving  from  any  port  in  Ireland,  for  each  and 
every  voyage  made  to  and  from  the  said  port,  a sum  not  exceeding  1 d.  British. 

The  Act  further  gives  to  the  commissioners  the  exclusive  right  of  furnishing  Ballast  to  all 
ships  and  vessels  requiring  it  within  the  port,  and  to  charge  for  the  same  certain  rates,  viz.: 

For  every  ton  of  ballast,  not  being  limestone,  delivered  to  any  vessel,  a sum  not  exceeding 
Is.  British; 

And  for  every  ton  of  marketable  limestone  ballast,  a sum  not  exceeding  2s.  British. 

For  every  ton  of  ballast  discharged  from  a vessel,  if  by  a lighter,  8 d.  British,  and  if  at  a 
wharf  or  quay,  4 d.  British. 

The  Act  further  enables  the  commissioners  to  appoint  officers,  and  to  make  rules,  bye-laws, 
and  regulations,  for  cleansing,  deepening,  and  otherwise  improving  the  port,  harbour,  and 
river  of  Cork,  and  for  stationing,  loading,  and  unloading  vessels,  and  for  keeping  the  pubic 
weirs,  wharfs,  and  quays  in  order,  and  to  appoint  and  license  pilots,  and  to  erect  a ballasi 
office,  quays,  and  wharfs,  and  such  other  buildings  as  may  be  necessary. 

129.  This  Act  provided  that  the  commissioners  should  have  power  to  make  an  Agreement 
with  the  Corporation  of  Cork  for  the  abolishing  of  certain  Dues  to  which  they  were  entitled  on 
the  importation  of  goods  into  the  port  of  Cork,  and  that  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  corP°”, 
tion  to  convey  the  dues  by  indenture  to  the  commissioners,  and  that  thereupon  and  thencelo 
such  dues  should  cease  and  be  no  longer  paid ; and  that,  in  lieu  of  such  dues,  the  commission^ 
should  pay  yearly  out  of  their  rates  such  sum  to  the  corporation  as  should  be  mutuauy 
agreed  upon  between  them,  not  exceeding  £400 ; and  that  after  the  abolition  of  said  dues 
should  be  lawful  for  the  commissioners,  from  time  to  time,  to  settle  and  impose  such  ra  es  a 
duties  to  be  paid  upon  the  importing  or  exporting  to  and  from  the  said  port  of  y01®*! 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandises,  coals  excepted,  as  they  should  think  fit,  so  as  such  1'atef.°f 
should  not  exceed  the  sum  of  3d.  on  every  2s.  of  the  freight,  and  that  such  rate  should  p*“ 
to  the  commissioners. 

The  Act  then  directs  that  the  commissioners,  after  payment  of  the  purchase  mone^ 
such  ground  or  premise?  as  they  might  think  necessaiy  for  erecting  ballast  offices,  Tia'  ^ ^ 
and  tne  expenses  of  erecting  same,  and  of  supplying  ballast,  with  the  salaries  of ,°  • 
clerks,  should  apply  the  residue  of  the  rates  and  duties  in  the  improvement  of  the  nve 
harbour  of  Cork. 

130.  The  Commissioners  appointed  under  this  Act  took  a conveyance  of  the  harbou  ^ 
from  the  Corporation,  and  in  lieu  thereof  agreed  to  pay  them  the  sum  of  £400  annu 
schedule  of  the  dues  payable  to  the  corporation  was  attached  to  the  Deed,  and  a copy 

is  hereto  annexed.  . B 

Those  dues  being  thereby  abolished,  the  commissioners  agreed  upon  certain  Ik'd 
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ic  taken  in  lien  thereof  upon  all  goods  wares,  and  merchandises,  imported,  or  exported  to  CItTSFcmST 

or  from  the  port,  as  authorized  by  the  Act.  A schedule  of  these  duties  is  also  herao 

annexed. 

131.  The  amount  of  the  Receipts  of  the  commissioners  for  the  vear  endintr  d.ufD  a 

August  1830,  was  £7872  9s.  3d.,  and  their  expenditure  in  the  same  year  was  £8^88  Tn^hJ  ReCeipts  of  Boardl 
mr  1831  the  receipts  were  £8172  8s.  2 A,  and  the  expenditure TsOlHe  M ^ For  the  vear 
1832,  the  receipts  were  £6855  3s.  Ad.,  and  the  expenditure  £793fi  1 1-  9V1  ' n ■ tle,7.e1fr 
accounts  of  the  receipts  and  expenditure  for  those  three  years  are  hereto  annexed.  °FeS  ^ ** 

132.  In  the  year  1829,  the  commissioners  were  deprived  of  a considerable.  r 

by  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  for  the  regulation  of  the  butter  tide.  PrevL^yT  ^of 
that  time,  as  already  mentioned  under  the  40  Geo.  III.  o.  100,  regulating  the  butter  tide 
of  Cork,  all  sellers  of  butter  were  obliged  to  weigh  their  butter  at^he  public  wighhoust 
paying  certain  Fees  to  the  weighmasters  and  by  the  53  Geo.  III.  c.  70,  it  was  Lvided  v 
that  three  weighmasters  to  be  appointed  by  the  council,  should  receive  the  fees  payable  for 
weighmgbuttemuuderthedO  Geo.HI  and  pay  them  over  to  the  chamberlain,  who,  retail 
,«g  £30  for  himself,  was  directed  to  apply  one-third  of  the  residue  to  the  providing  and  main 
tammgof  a butter  weighhouse,  and  to  pay  one  other  third  to  the  Commissioners  of  Wide 
Streets,  and  the  remaining  third  to  the  Harbour  Commissioners.  The  Act  of  the  10  TV 
c 41,  for  the  regulation  of  the  butter  trade  in  Ireland,  having  removed  all  such  restrictSns  on 
the  utter  trade  as  general  affected  the  whole  kingdom!  but  some 
weighed  at  the  butter  weighhouse  of  Cork,  imposed  by  the  local  Act  of  the  53  Geo  III 
c.  70,  being  still  continued  the  public  ceased  to  bring  their  butter  to  bo  weighed  at  this  weigh-' 
house,  and  the  emoluments  ol  it  were  thereby  extinguished,  and  the  harbour  commissioners 
were  thereby  deprived  of  a source  of  income  which  amounted  on  an  average  to  about  £800  a 

133.  The  Salaries  of  the  different  Officers  of  the  board  amount  to  £584  3a.  7 A per  annum  Salaries  of  Officers 
Amongst  them  there  is  a secretary  at  £70  a year,  and  an  office  clerk  at  £138  9S  2 d one  of 
whom  might  as  it  appeared  to  us,  be  very  well  dispensed  with,  the  duties  of  the  secretary 
being  confined  to  an  attendance  once  a week  on  the  board  to  take  minutes  of  their  proceeding 
to  issuing  summonses  for  their  meetings,  and  publishing  specifications  for  contracts,  duties  whfch 
rk  in  addition  to  his  own,  which  are  to  coll 


3 collect  the  rates 


might  be  easily  performed  by  the  clerk  m at 
payable  for  ballast,  and  to  keep  the  accounts. 

The  rates  upon  import  and  export  goods  arc  collected  by  officers  in  the  custom  house,  who 
receive  4 per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  their  collection.  This  per  centage  is  not  included  in  the 
amount  of  the  receipts  before  mentioned,  which  is  the  net  amount. 

there  is  a treasurer  who  receives  a salary  of  £13S  per  annum,  and  a harbour  master  with  a 
salary  ot  the  same  amount. 

at fciwi1!11 10™'  disco“‘ent amongst  the  merchants  at  the  monopoly  of  the  seats  Conduct  and 
eau?p  rdonm  “d  MmeqiMiitly  of  the  offices  under  it,  riven  by  the  Act  to  the  corporation,  a Character  of  this 
cause  of  Minplarnt  for  which  not  only,  as  to  this  hoard,  but  all  others  established  within  the  Eratd- 
or  tae.  administration  of  local  affairs,  there  seems  much  foundation,  yet  all  admit,  that 
Thl  JET  impr?yfme.nts  ,m  the  Port  ancl  harbour  have  been  effected  by  the  commissioners, 
tn  n?r.b7  8uaySj  *s  nearly  complete,  and  the  commissioners  have  been  able 

^ct  to  levy  t011Ila=e  ^uties  considerably  from  the  amount,  which  they  are  authorized  by  the 

apprintedXSftfActr85nroe  m reP“lred“n'd“  the  directions  of  Commissioners  originally  Wido  street  Com- 
and  lfi  nco  y tbG  A°j  • , c-  24’  wbicl1  enacted  that  the  mayor,  recorder,  aldermen,  missioned,  their 

should  k S°nS  n-a™ecl  in  tbe  Act,  anti  their  successors,  to  be  elected  as  therein  mentioned,  Origin  and  Powers, 
sure  T„„  commissl°ners  for  making  and  repairing  the  streets  of  Cork,  and  should  have  the 
same  powers  as  the  Wide  Street  Commissioners  in  Dublin. 

mmoum'ir.n  'VCre  ^e"vards  'xte"ded  by  the  17,  18  Geo.  III.  c.  38,  and  the  com- 
of  li  e „ ■ n.  ae  y?ar  ^817,  after  they  had  acquired  the  income  arising  from  the  one-third 
madTolS  *erdi!;leS.undertheloca?  Aptof-a*  53  Geo.  III.  e.  70,  procured  maps  to  be 
then  at  tv,  • °*  , Clty  most  requiring  improvement,  but,  from  the  inadequacy  of  the  funds 

At  tk  . c dlSp°SJal>  'rera  unable  t0  accomplish  much. 
prfspnti!Jme’  a,  UP t(? tbe  year  1822,  the  streets  were  paved  and  repaired  by  grand  jury 
council  mio-bt  W6re  ^o^ted  under  an  Act  of  Parliament,  which  provided  that  the  common 
lew  th<.  c ° contract  for  the  lighting  of  the  city,  and  authorized  the  contractor  to  applot  and 
In  ti  C0fornacted  for  from  the  inhabitants  * 

tended  th^  tbe  ^oca^  Act  of  3 Geo.  IV.  c.  85,  was  obtained,  which  veiy  much 
order  and  ^°Wfrs  tbe  commissioners,  vesting  in  them  full  power  and  authority  to 
•bemtobe  hXPdthi,tr“‘3'  &C'.,t0  be  Pared,  repaired,  or  altered,  and  also  to  light,  or  cause 
the  treasure  ° ft S®8  or  °^'  as  tbey  should  think  fit ; and  for  this  purpose  enacted,  that 
seated  to  beT  °‘  } county  t,be  cby  °f  Cork  should  after  each  assizes  add  to  the  sum  pre- 
exceedino-  fQ  *"be  cb,y  anc^  suburbs,  such  sum  as  the  commissioners  should  direct,  not 

suburbs  and  th  °r  exPenses  of  lighting ; and  to  the  sum  to  be  raised  upon  the  city 

&c.  as  the  co  6 °^tbe  county  of  the  city,  such  sum  for  making  and  repairing  the  streets, 
every  square  mn?ls®10ners  should  order  and  direct  to  be  raised,  not  exceeding  1 id.  Irish,  for 
they  were  enf  d d vf  Street®’  ^c-  > au<I  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  amount  of  the  sum 
assizes  after  tb  ' t0- aave  levied  f°r  this  purpose,  the  commissioners  were  directed,  at  the  next 
city,  on  the  oath^ sm£  Actj  to  mabe  a return  to  the  grand  jury  of  the  county  of  the 

several  sH-pok  o °*  ?°me  competent  person,  of  the  number  of  square  yards  comprised  in  the 
If  p » b*  &c.  within  the  city. 

' ‘ ‘ N 
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136.  Under  this  Act  the  commissioners  require  the  treasurer  for  the  county  of  the  city  t 
levy  £1600  at  each  assizes  on  the  city  and  suburbs  for  lighting  the  city,  and  £2800  on  the 
county  of  the  city  for  paving  and  repairing  the  streets;  so  that  £3200  is  now  the  annual 
expenditure  in  the  lighting,  and  £5600  in  the  paving,  repairing,  widening,  and  cleansing  the 
streets  each  year. 

A return  was  made,  pursuant  to  the  Act  of  Parliament,  of  the  number  of  square  yards  in 
the  streets,  &c.  &c.  at  the  assizes  next  after  the  passing  of  it,  which  has  not  been  varied  since 
and  the  sum  which  they  have  levied  is  from  £1500  to  £2000  a year  less  than  they  are  by 
the  Act  entitled  to  levy  according  to  the  measurement  specified  in  this  return.  • 

137.  The  Officers  of  the  board  are,  a secretary,  who  lias  a salary  of  £57  10s.  per  annum,  an 
office  clerk,  who  has  £96  6s.  2d.  and  a general  superintendent,  who  has  £90  per  annum. 
There  is  no  treasurer,  the  money  being  lodged  in  the  provincial  bank,  and  paid  upon  draualfc 
signed  by  five  commissioners. 

Here,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Harbour  Commissioners,  the  necessity  of  both  a secretary  and  an 
office  clerk  is  not  very  apparent.  The  duties  of  the  secretary  are  to  attend  the  board  weekly, 
and  take  down  the  orders,  which  might  as  well  be  done  by  the  office  clerk,  whose  duty  is  to 
keep  the  accounts,  and  pay  the  workmen. 

The  Superintendent’s  duty  is  to  examine  the  streets,  and  make  reports  to  the  board  at  its 
meetings,  of  the  Work  which  he  thinks  necessary  to  be  done ; and  if  the  board  make  an  order 
for  the  work,  it  is  executed  by  the  superintendent  and  the  workmen  under  him.  Sometimes 
contracts  are  made  for  the  keeping  an  entire  road  or  street  in  repair. 

138.  The  Act  having  enabled  the  commissioners  to  borrow  money  not  exceeding  in  then-hole 
the  sum  of  £50,000  upon  the  credit  of  the  duties  payable  to  them  under  that  or  any  former  Act, 
they  borrowed  from  the  Commissioners  of  the  Government  Loan  two  several  sums  of  £7000 
and  £5000  on  a mortgage  of  their  one-third  of  the  weighhouse  dues,  and  of  the  lands  to  be 
purchased  by  them  with  the  money  borrowed,  repayable  by  instalments,  with  interest,  on  the 
first  of  these  sums  at  6 per  cent.,  and  on  the  second  at  5 per  cent.  Government  afterwards 
reduced  the  interest  and  instalments  on  both  to  4 percent.,  and  all  interest  and  instalments  up  to 
1827  were  duly  paid. 

In  the  year  1827,  the  commissioners  borrowed  another  sum  of  £7000  from  the  com- 
missioners of  the  public  loan,  on  a further  mortgage  of  tire  weigh-house  dues,  and  on  the  same 
terms  as  the  former.  Upon  this  sum  they  paid  one  year’s  interest,  but  in  1829,  the  Bill  having 
passed  which  removed  the  restrictions  on  the  weighing  of  butter,  and  thus  deprived  them 
altogether  of  this  source  of  revenue,  they  stopped  the  payment  of  both  the  interest  and  the 
instalments  on  the  entire  loan,  and  entered  into  a negotiation  with  the  Government  for  com- 
pensation for  the  dues  of  which  they  were  thus  deprived.  This  negotiation  was  commenced 
with  the  last  Government,  and  has  been  renewed  with  the  present,  but.  is  not  yet  brought 
to  any  satisfactory  conclusion. 

The  commissioners,  besides  the  sums  borrowed  from  Government,  owe  a debt  by  de- 
bentures to  private  individuals  of  £26,476  18s.  5 d.,  and  the.  interest  upon  this  sum,  amounting 
to  £1300  11s.  4 d.  annually  is  the  first  charge  on  the  rates.  The  residue  of  the  sum  at 
their  disposal  is  expended  in  the  salaries  of  officers,  and  the  expenses  of  paving  and  lighting, 
for  which  latter  they  have  a contract  with  a gas  company  in  London. 

139.  Some  Complaints  are  made  that  the  cont  ractors  do  not  properly  perform  their  contract, 
and  that  there  is  a disinclination  on  the  part  of  the  Commissioners  of  Wide  Streets  to  oblige 
them  to  do  so,  which  is  attributed  to  the  agent  of  the  gas  company  being  himself  one  of  the 
commissioners  and  also  one  of  the  aldermen  of  the  ward,  and  thus  a judge-  of  the  court  in  which 
complaints  of  deficiencies  in  lighting  would  be  heard,  and  to  his  brother  being,  as  clerk  to  the 
board  of  commissioners,  the  officer  to  whom  complaints  against  the  gas  company  should,  in 
the  first  instance,  be  made.  Whether  there  be  foundation  for  these  complaints,  we  are  not 
competent  to  say ; but  certainly  the  connexion  of  one  of  the  commissioners  with  the  company 
gives  colour  to  them. 

140.  The  commissioners  have  Power  under  the  same  Act  of  licensing  Sedan  Chairs,  Coaches, 
and  Cars,  plying  for  hire  within  the  city,  and  have  made  a code  of  bye-laws  for  the  regula- 
tion of  them,  and  appointed  a table  of  rates.  The  fees  for  licences,  and  penalties  for 
offences,  after  deducting  expenses,  are  payable  under  the  Act  to  the  governors  of  the  Foundling 
Hospital.  The  amount  of  the  sums  received  for  licences  is  trifling,  and  of  the  application  o 
such  penalties  as  have  been  levied,  we  have  given  an  account  in  speaking  of  the  police  court 

141.  The  city  is  supplied  with  water  by  a company  originally  established  under 

1 Geo.  III.  c.  19,  amended  by  the  5 Geo.  III.  c.  34.  The  former  of  those  Acts  autho- 
rized the  common  council,  and  such  freemen  as  should  be  elected  in  the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hun- 
dred, to  make  a reservoir  of  water,  and  to  conduct  it  in  channels  through  the  city,  {riving  the® 
the  necessary  powers  for  that  purpose.  The  latter  Act  transferred  the.  powers  from  the  common 
council  and  freemen,  to  a committee  constituted  of  the  mayor,  sheriffs,  common  speaker,  ana 
fifteen  freemen,  to  be  elected  in  the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred,  and  vested  the  property 
works,  &c.  &c.  in  the  corporation  at  large.  It  then,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  funds,  proviim 
that  the  corporation  might  grant  shares  in  the  undertaking  to  any  freeman,  he  covenanting 
pay  a part  of  the  expense.  The  Act  was  further  amended  by  the  17,  18  Geo.  Ill-  c; 
and  afterwards  by  the  26  Geo.  III.  c.  28,  but  in  none  of  the  Acts  is  there  any  P?*® 
regulating  the  charges  to  be  made  for  water  to  the  public,  which  is  therefore  left  entire  y 
private  agreement. 

- ^nc^er  those  Acts  a stock  was  established  in  100  shares,  of  which  75.  were  granted*? 

individuals,  and  25  were  taken  by  the  corporation.  A sum  of  £102  12s.  was  paid  “3 
ferent  payments  upon  each  share;  and  from  the  year  1778  to  the  year  1820,  lRtle 
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received  by  the  shareholders  in  the  way  of  dividends.  Since  1820  the  concern  has  been  more 
nro'Perous,  and  the  shareholders  have  received  a dividend  of  somewhat  less  than  5 per  cent. 

The -Management  is  nominally  m a committee  appointed  by  the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred, 
ulio  are  elected  for  life,  but  virtually  with  the  person  who  holds  the  office  of  secretary  and 
treasurer,  who  is  one  of  the  aldermen  of  the  ward,  and  who  has  a principal  interest  in  the  affairs 
of  the  company,  members  of  his  family  being  holders  of  22  shares. 

No  bye-laws  or  regulations  have  ever  been  enacted  for  the  management  of  the  concern.  The 
rate  of  charge  has  been  two  guineas  for  each  dwelling-house  taking  the  water,  of  whatever  size. 

Hotels,  breweries,  distilleries,  and  manufactories,  pay  larger  sums,  which  arc  regulated  by 
agreement.  The  gross  amount  of  the  receipts  for  the  last  year  was  £1577  5s.  8d.,  and  for  the 
vear  before  nearly  the  same.  The  secretary  and  treasurer  has  5 per  cent,  ori  the  gross  income 
for  management.  The  other  expenses  ot  the  establishment  consist  of  the  salaries  of  officers, 
rent  of  premises,  and  expenses  of  workmen,  which  are  as  follows,  viz. : 

Salaries — 

The  engineer £150  a year 

The  collector 50 

Clerk  -------  42 

Rent  of  premises 196 

Expense  of  woi'kmen  - 204 

making,  together  with  the  secretary’s  per  centage,  an  expenditure  of  £722  per  annum. 

143.  There  is  but  one  Public  Fountain  in  the  city,  which  was  established  at  the  expense  of  the  Fountains  for  the 
Pipe  Water  Company,  but  they,  having  found  that  by  the  establishment  of  it  the  income  derived  Public, 
from  the  streets  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  was  very  much  diminished,  have  declined 
erecting  any  more. 

A power  is  given  to  the  Wide  Street  Commissioners  under  their  Act  to  erect  fountains  for  the 
u?e  of  the  public,  and  some  negotiations  have  taken  place  between  them  and  the  Pipe  Water 
Committee  as  to  the  supply  of  water  to  fountains,  in  case  they  were  erected.  The  Wide  Street 
Commissioners  were  willing  to  erect  the  fountains,  and  to  pay  the  company  for  the  supply  of 
water,  according  to  the  rates  at  which  it  is  supplied  to  individuals,  but  the  company  would  not 
supply  the  fountains  unless  compensated  for  the  consequent  diminution  of  the  rates  in  the 
neighbourhood. 


144.  The  want  of  some  such  Supply  of  Water  for  the  poor  is  severely  felt,  and  complaints  Proposal  for  afford- 
havingbeen  made,  the  committee  of  management  of  the  Pipe  Water  were  directed  by  the  Court 
of  D’Uyer  Hundred  to  inquire  into  the  subject.  The  committee  recently  made  a report  sug-  ™ * e " 
gesting  a plan  by  which  the  public  might  be  more  effectually  supplied  without  a sacrifice  of 
the  interests  of  the  shareholders.  This  they  proposed  to  do  by  a moderate  scale  of  taxation 
on  all  houses,  except  such  as  by  reason  of  their  small  value  it  might  be  right  to  exempt  alto- 
gether. What  the  particular  scale  of  taxation  should  be  to  effect  the  object,  the  committee  did 
not  think  itself  competent  to  say,  but  they  stated  it  as  their  opinion,  that  by  a well-digested 
arrangement,  a public  supply  of  water  could  be  insured  for  all  classes  of  persons,  and  for  all 
public  puqjoses  within  the  city,  by  the  imposition  of  rates  much  under  those  paid  in  other 
cities.  The  citizens,  however,  appear  to  be  of  opinion  that  the  principle  of  compensation  to 
the  shareholders  of  the  present  Pipe.  Water  establishment,  suggested  by  the  report  of  the 
committee,  was  unreasonable,  as  it.  required  that  they  should  he  secured  not  only  in  their 
original  capital  advanced,  and  5 per  cent,  interest  thereon  for  the  future,  but  that  they  should 
have  so  much  of  the  interest  on  their  stock  from  the  time  of  its  advance  as  had  not  been 
received  by  them  in  dividends,  consolidated  with  the  stock ; and  such  consolidated  sum, 
with  interest  thereon  at  5 per  cent.,  secured  to  them.  With  this  proposition  the  citizens 
are  not  disposed  to  agree,  as  they  would  be  thus  paying  for  Avhat  may  have  been  former 
mismanagement,  but  they  appear  willing  to  enter  into  an  arrangement  on  the  basis  of  securing 
the  capital  originally  advanced,  and  5 per  cent,  interest  for  the  time  to  come.  W e cannot  see 
that  the  shareholders  in  the  Pipe  Water  establishment  could  lose  by  an  arrangement  for  sup- 
plying the  citizens  generally  with  water,  having  these  conditions  as  the  consideration  for  trans- 
femng  their  works,  for  we  do'  not  think  it  at  all  probable  that  the  profits  of  the  present 
establishment  can  increase,  as  they  have  no  power  to  compel  any  person  to  take  the  water,  or 
contribute  to  their  funds.  That  some  ehange  in  this  department  is  required  is  obvious  from 
, c that  the  rate  of  payment  for  dwelling-houses,  of  whatever  size  or  VEdue,  is  uniform,  so 
oal  the  poor  tradesman  pays  as  much  as  the  richest  merchant,  which  circumstance  may,  we 
the  bb^f111*  *Q- SOme  measure  for  the  falling  off  in  the  rates  produced  by  the  establishment  of 


JH?'  .^ere  ^ &ho  a company  in  the  city  called  “ The  Commercial  Buildings  Company,  Commercial  Build- 
up ,sTT1TncorP°rated  by  Royal  Charter  of  the  48  Geo.  III.  and  by  Act  of  Parliament  of  ings  Company. 
l .,eo‘  ^I-  c.  146.  The  funds  of  the  company  are  derived  from  shares  originally  subscribed 
j'  e Proprietors,  from  subscriptions  to  public  rooms  which  they  possess,  and  from  certain 
the  A T r!!*?  8°°ds  inwards  and  outwards,  to  a moiety  of  which  they  are  entitled  under 

PTonort'  ° ^ar^ament ; the  harbour  commissioners  being  entitled  to  the  other  moiety.  Their 
Th  loa  these  dues  amounts  to  about  £105  per  annum  on  the  average, 
in  whfk  are  expended  in  the  keeping  up  the  buildings  where  the  public  rooms  are,  and 

chant,  ar  exahange  is  held,  with  a coffee  and  newsroom  attached  for  the  use  of  the  mer- 
thg  _ ’ , . residents  of  Cork  are  admissible  to  the  rooms  on  paying  two  guineas  per  annum ; 

about  £3US  revebue  0Ter  expense's  is  divided  amongst  the  original  shareholders,  and  amounts  to 
l4fi  n ^et  CCnt‘  Per  annum  oa  the  original  capital. 

Af  °o  Cbaritable  Foundations  in  the  city  of  Cork,  the  principal  is  that  which  was  ori-  Charitable 
C.  I.  J o Foundations. 
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finally  called  the  workhouse,  and  is  now  generally  known  by  the  name  of  the  Foundli  -. 
Hospital.  o 

This  institution  was  founded  by  an  Act  of  Parliament  passed  in  the  year  I/35  tb 
9 Geo.  II.  c.  25,  which  enacted  that  the  Bishop  of  Cork,  the  mayor,  recorder,  aldemi  6 
sheriffs,  common  councilmen,  and  common  speaker  of  the  city,  with  26  of  the  resident 
freemen,  paying  20s.  minister’s  money  per  annum,  to  be  elected  in  the  Court  of  D'Ov' 
Hundred,  should  be  a corporation  under  the  title  of  “ The  Governors  of  the  Workhouse  of  the 
City  of  Cork,”  and  authorized  them  to  levy  a duty  of  one  shilling  a ton  on  all  coal  and  culm 
discharged  within  the  city  of  Cork  and  the  county  of  the  city,  for  a term  of  31  years  It 
further  provided,  that  the  beadles  and  constables  within  the  city  should  have  power  to  amp 
hend  all  sturdy  beggars  or  idle  vagabonds,  begging  or  strolling  within  the  city  or  liberties,  ami 
gave  power  to  one  of  the  governors,  being  a member  of  the  court  of  assistants,  which  is  a select 
body  of  15  of  the  governors,  to  commit  such  persons  to  the  workhouse  to  be  confined  ami 
kept  to  hard  labour ; and  by  a subsequent  clause,  reciting  that  the  exposed  or  foundling 
children  were  numerous,  directed  that  as  soon  as  the  workhouse  should  be  built,  the  »overnor° 
should  receive  from  the  churchwardens  of  the  parishes  within  the  city  and  liberties  of  Cork,  all 
the  exposed  or  foundling  children  that  should  then  be  in  the  city  and  liberties,  and  every  child 
that  should  thereafter  be  exposed  and  found  in  the  streets  of  the  said  city  and  liberties  and 
should  have  such  children  clothed,  maintained,  and  educated  within  the  establishment. 
Pursuant,  to  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  a workhouse  was  built,  and  was  opened  on  the  12th 
March  1747.  Children  were  received  into  it,  and  from  that  time  to  the  present  it  has  been 
used  exclusively  as  a foundling  hospital. 

The  Act  of  the  9 Geo.  II.  was  continued  by  the  3 Geo.  III.  c.  17,  for  31  years  from  May- 
1767,  and  by  the  34  Geo.  III.  c.  23,  was  made  perpetual. 

147-  Though  the  Act  of  Parliament  authorizes  the  receiving  into  the  hospital  “exposed"  or 
“foundling”  Children  only,  yet,  in  this  respect,  its  provisions  seem  to  have  been  early  departed 
from,  and  children  of  every  class,  whether  of  unknown  parents  or  otherwise,  were' admittted 
into  the  institution  at  the  discretion  of  the  governors.  This  practice  was  formerly  sanctioned 
in  a code  of  bye-laws  for  the  government  of  the  institution,  enacted  on  the  8th  February  1811, 
amongst  which  are  the  following,  viz : — 

1st.  Any  child,  not  above  the  age  of  twelve  months,  found  exposed  in  any  parish  of  the  city 
and  liberties,  and  carried  to  the  hospital  with  the  certificate  of  the  churchwardens,  mil  be 
received. 

2d.  Any  child  above  twelve  months  old,  and  not  exceeding  three  years,  being  left  exposed 
in  any  parish  of  the  city  or  liberties,  and  being  brought  to  the  hospital  with  a certificate  of  the 
churchwardens  to  that  effect,  may  be  received  by  the  next  general  board  or  court  of  assistants 
at  their  discretion. 

3d.  A general  board  or  court  of  assistants  shall  have  power  to  admit,  as  they  shall  see  fit,  any 
child,  not.  exceeding  five  years  of  age,  of  a soldier  embarked,  or  under  orders  for  immediate 
embarkation  for  any  foreign  service,  a certificate  of  the  churchwardens  being  previously 
produced. 

4th.  But  as  cases  may  occur  in  which  it  may  be  thought  necessary  to  afford  an  asylum  to 
other  children  than  those  above  specified,  it  is  ordered,  that  any  child  above  the  age  of  three 
years,  and  not  exceeding  eight,  may  be  admitted  by  a general  board,  provided  the  application, 
for  admission  be  first  made  to  a court  of  assistants,  who  shall,  after  having  examined  into  the 
particular  circumstances  of  the  case,  recommend  such  child  for  admission,  stating  their  reasons 
for  such  recommendation,  and  always  taking  care  that  they  have  reasonable  grounds  to  think 
that  the  child  has  not  contracted  any  vicious  habits  which  may  contaminate  the  other  children 
in  the  institution. 

148.  It  appears  by  the  books  of  the  institution  that  up  to  the  30th  of  January  1830,  this 
practice  was  continued,  and  that  Children  were  received  into  the  institution  from  their  parents 
and  friends,  and  without  restriction  as  to  age  or  their  being  the  children  of  soldiers.  In  this 
year,  however,  a committee  was  appointed  to  revise  the  bye-laws,  who  reported  that  some  of 
them  were  not  in  accordance  with  the  Acts  of  Parliament,  and  framed  a new  code  which  they 
recommended  should  be  adopted,  so  as  to  supersede  all  former  bye-laws,  and  by  these  the 
admission  of  children  is  confined  strictly  to  foundlings.  This  code,  although  it  never  received 
the  sanction  of  a general  board,  so  as  to  make  the  laws  legally  valid  and  binding,  (for  what 
reason,  except  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  governors,  we  were  unable  to  discover,)  has,  is 
respect  to  the  admission  of  children,  been  acted  upon,  and  since  that  time  none  hut  children 
certified  by  the  churchwardens  of  the  respective  parishes  to  have  been  found  exposed  an 
deserted  have  been  admitted.  It  is  but.  justice  to  say,  that  since  the  appointment  of  the 
present  superintendent  and  chaplain,  the  institution  seems  to  have  been  much  better  mana3 
than  formerly. 

149.  The  Income  which  the  governors  of  this  institution  have  at  their  disposal,  which  vane? 
between  £6000  and  £7000  a year,  appears  to  be  quite  extravagant  for  the  purposes  to  wlucl 
it  is  applied,  and  we  cannot  but  think  that  the  expenditure  of  so  large  a sum  in  this  way 

be  injurious  to  the  morals  of  the  people.  Considerable  dissatisfaction  prevails  that  a tax  tep 
on  one  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  which  was  imposed  for  mixed  purposes,  the  suppress? 
of  mendicity  as  well  as  the  maintenance  of  foundlings,  should  be  now  appropriated  to  one 
object,  and  that,  as  it  will  appear,  sectarian. 

150.  Under  the  present  Regulations  the  children  are  received  from  the  churchwarden-- a 
Easter,  the  parish  being  at  the  expense  of  supporting  them  from  the  time  they  are  exPose , „ 
t at  period.  They  are  then  placed  out  at  nurse  until  they  are  six  or  seven  years  of  age> 
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being  no  nursery  for  the  infant  children  within  the  establishment.  When  taken  from  the 
nurse,  the  children  are  received  into  the  hospital,  where  they  are  maintained  until  they  are 
sixteen  or  seventeen  years  of  age,  and  are  then  apprenticed  out  either  to  tradesmen  or  as 

servants. 

All  the  children  are  brought  up  as  Protestants,  and,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of 
Parliament,  must  be  so.  They  are  also  always  apprenticed  to  Protestant  masters  who  receive 
a fee  of  £3  at  the  end  of  the  first  year  of  the  term;  and,  if  the  children  conduct  themselves 
properly,  they  receive  at  the  end  of  their  apprenticeship  three  guineas  each  as  a premium. 
There  are  now  1319  Children  at  nurse,  and  446  within  the  hospital.  It  was  stated  to 
us  that  the  male  children  brought  up  in  this  Institution  generally  became  useful  members 
of  society,  but  the  females  not  unfrequently  the  reverse. 

151.  There  are  25  Officers  and  Servants,  male  and  female,  in  the  institution,  whose  salaries 
and  wages  amount  to  £637  4s.  4 d.  per  annum,  besides  the  treasurer,  who  collects  the  revenue 
derived  from  the  Coal  Tax,  through  the  means  of  an  officer  in  the  custom  house,  with  whom 
he  divides  his  emoluments,  which  are  2 per  cent,  on  the  income.  The  tax  is  collected 
throughout  the  entire  port  and  harbour,  even  at  Ballinacurra,  more  than  12  miles  from  the 
city  of  Cork.  The  right  to  levy  the  tax  at  this  place  is  the  subject  of  a suit  with  the  hospital, 
as  "yet  undecided.  A sum  of  £619  Os.  6 d.  has  been  already  paid  to  the  law  agent  of  the 
hospital  on  account  of  costs  in  the  cause. 

152.  Another  charitable  institution  under  the  direction  of  the  corporation  is  an  almshouse, 
called  Skiddy’s  Almshouse.  This  institution  was  founded  by  a person  of  the  name  of  Stephen 
Skiddy,  who,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  the  23d  of  March  1584,  bequeathed  an  annuitv  of  £24 
to  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  Cork  to  be  by  them  distributed  amongst  ten  of  the  poorest 
honest  citizens  within  the  city.  In  the  year  1702  the  corporation  of  Cork  granted  certain 
premises  in  fee  farm,  for  the  purpose  of  rebuilding  the  almshouses,  which  Fiad  fallen  into 
decay,  and  of  supporting  in  them  as  many  old  men  and  women  as  the  funds  would  extend  to. 

153.  Previously  to  this  there  had  been  another  charitable  institution  erected  under  the  will  of 
Roger  Bertridge,  who,  in  the  year  1687,  devised  the  lands  of  Drumcomar  to  the  corporation  of 
Coni  for  ever,  in  trust,  to  pay  10s.  6 d.  a week  amongst  seven  old  men  who  had  been  soldiers, 
and  who  were  not  able  to  work,  and  £1  to  each,  once  a-year,  to  buy  clothes,  and  with  the 
residue  of  the  rents  to  apprentice  out  the  sons  of  soldiers,  if  they  could  be  had,  and  if  not,  those 
of  other  Protestants,  such  children  to  be  selected  by  the  mayor  and  recorder,  and  the  incumbent 
of  the  parish  of  St.  Mary  Shandon. 

The  corporation  in  the  year  1718  let  the  old  almshouse,  and  took  a piece  of  ground  from 
the  governors  of  another  institution  called  the  Green  Coat  Hospital,  and  erected  new  houses, 
in  which  the  objects  of  the  two  charities  have  been  since  supported.  The  annual  income  of 
Skiddy  s charity,  arising  from  Skiddy’s  bequest  and  the  rents  of  the  premises  granted  by  the 
corporation,  amounts  now  to  £249  19s.  per  annum.  This  sum  is  expended  in  the  support  of 
41  widows  and  five  old  men,  who  are  provided  with  apartments  in  the  almshouse. 

The  lands  of  Drumcomar,  devised  by  Bertridge,  were  let  some  years  ago  by  public  auction 
at  a rent  of  £258  British  per  annum.  This  sum  is  expended  in  the  support  of  seven  old 
Protestant  soldiers,  who  have  apartments  in  the  building,  and  who  receive  the  10s.  6 d.  per 
week,  and  the  £1  per  annum  each,  as  directed  by  Bertridge ; and  the  residue  is  expended  in 
^tieing  out  children.  The  number  of  children  apprenticed,  from  the  9th  August  1717  to 
the  -9th  September  1818,  during  which  time  the  funds  were  under  the  management  of  the 
governors  of  the  Green  Coat  Hospital,  was  339  boys  and  136  girls.  From  the  9th  of  Sep- 
tember  1818  to  the  present  time,  when  the  management  has  been  in  Dr.  Quarry,  the  rector 
ot  St.  Mary  Shandon,  the  number  has  been  148  boys  and  59  girls.  All  are  bound,  pursuant 
o the  directions  of  the  will,  to  Protestant  masters. 

154.  Another  charity  under  the  direction  of  the  corporation  is  the  Blue  Coat  Hospital. 

In  the  year  1699,  the  Honourable  William  Worth,  by  deed,  granted  to  the  mayor  and 
ons  ables  of  the  staple  of  Cork,  a house,  garden,  and  tenements,  in  the  south  liberties,  called 
,,e  w Lands,  and  the  Lands  of  East  and  West  Ballymote  and  Cahirgal,  in  the  north 
fo  * m • *araij  reserv'ing  a rent  of  £20,  in  trust,  to  erect  a house  on  the  Spital  Lands, 
e reception  of  as  many  poor  boys  of  the  Protestant  'religion  as  the  mayor  and  common 
ounci  ot  Cork  should  nominate ; there  to  be  maintained,  educated,  and  provided  each  with 

ue  coat.  an<*  caP  on  Saint  Stephen’s  Day,  and  with  other  fit  clothing.  By  this  deed  the 

•0r  ana  constables  of  the  staple  were  empowered,  with  the  consent  of  the  mayor  and 
rf«p3°n  TnUh  t0  ma^e  leases  of  the  South  Spital  lands  for  21  years  in  possession, 
Ball  in^t  tilC  i re?t  at  Last)  and  taking  a fine  of  one  half-year’s  rent,  and  of  the  lands  of 
obtained  fo^th  f°r  a like  term,  reserving  the  best  improved  rent  that  could  be 

in  th  1^’  ^le,  same  William  Worth  executed  another  deed,  bearing  date  the  1st  of  March 
jju  a year»  thereby  he  took  upon  him  to  license  the  mayor  and  constables  of  the  staple  with 
rent^tT^  fS  °e^ore’  to  maLe  leases  of  any  part  of  the  lands  for  21  years,  reserving  the  old 
lease & f 6 • f as*  ’ an<f  seven  years  before  or  at  the  expiration  of  such  lease  to  make  further 
‘ttuld  be  had  ^rem*ses’  or.  anY  Part  thereof,  for  21  years,  at  the  best  improved  rents  that 

leas?16  ma^°r  an<^  tables  of  the  staple,  having  entered  into  possession  of  these  lands,  made 
inducerl^UrSUant  to  power  ; and  some  years  afterwards,  the  grantor,  William  Worth,  was 
last-mp  r*  eXjCjte  a ^eecb  bearing  date  the  12th  December  1707,  whereby,  after  reciting  the 
for  the11  °neC*  (*ee^Sj  an(I  that  the  lands  were  then  set  for  the  highest  rent  that  could  be  had 
same,  he  purported  to  authorize  the  mayor  and  constables  of  the  staple,  with  like 
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consent  as  aforesaid,  to  convert  the  then  existing  leases  into  grants  in  fee  farm,  reserving  th 
same  rents.  Under  the  authority  conferred  by  this  deed,  the  entire  lands  were  covered by  f 
farm  grants,  at  rents  amounting  in  the  whole  to  £422  11s.  9 d.  Irish.  If  the  lands  »* 
now  to  be  let,  they  would  produce  many  thousands  per  annum.  That  the  deeds  wV  ? 
Mr.  Worth  took  upon  himself  to  execute,  after  he  had  departed  with  all  his  interest  in  th 
lands,  could  not.  give  authority  to  the  trustees  to  make  leases  for  a longer  term  than  th» 
powers  in  the  original  deed  enabled  them,  appears  quite  plain ; but  whether  titles,  acquire.! 
under  such  powers,  could  now,  after  such  a lapse  of  time,  be  successfully  disputed,  may  admit 
of  doubt. 

155.  The  Income  derived  from  the  land,  and  from  the  interest  of  a sum  of  £500  u-hjc|, 

the  trustees  have  been  enabled  to  save,  is  expended  in  the  clothing,  maintenance,  and 
education  of  22  boys,  and  in  assisting  to  support  four  students  in  Trinity  College,  Dublin 
the  fee  farm  rent  of  £20,  reserved  out  of  the  lands,  having  been  directed  by  the  deed  orantin? 
the  lands  to  be  so  applied.  3 

The  children  admitted  into  the  institution  are  all  the  sons  of  respectable  reduced  citizens  of 
Cork,  and  are  all  Protestants. 

156.  A person  of  the  name  of  Moses  Deane,  by  will,  bearing  date  the  3d  of  October  1726 
devised  the  rents  of  certain  premises,  which  he  held  for  a term  of  years,  to  the  mayor,  sheriffs' 
common  speaker,  and  the  members  of  the  common  council,  together  with  the  rectors  of  the 
parishes  of  Saint  Peter,  Saint  Nicholas,  Saint  Mary  Shandon,  and  Christ  Church,  in  trust 
to  permit  the  rents  to  accumulate;  and  when  they  amounted  to  a sum  of  £1200,  that  such 
sum  should  be  laid  out  in  lands  in  the  county  of  Cork,  and  the  rents  thereof  should  be  applied 
in  the  schooling  and  clothing  of  20  boys  and  20  maids,  whose  parents  were  of  Saint 
Peter’s  Parish,  who  were  not  able  to  support  them.  A like  direction  was  given  as  to  each 
of  the  other  parishes  above  mentioned,  successively,  as  the  rents  should  accumulate  to  the  sum 
of  £1200. 

Some  disputes  arose  with  the  executors  of  the  testator,  and  much  of  the  rent  was  misapplied. 
Two  sums,  however,  of  £1200  were  paid  for  the  use  of  the  parishes  of  Saint  Peter  and  Saint 
Nicholas,  and  £800  out  of  the  £1200  for  Saint  Mary  Shandon.  The  lease  of  the  premises 
then  expired,  and  nothing  more  was  paid  out.  of  them.  The  sums  which  were  paid  have  been 
partly  applied  in  establishing  schools  in  the  respective  parishes.  The  £1200  belonging 
to  the  parish  of  Saint  Nicholas  has  accumulated  to  £5,000;  and  the  £800  of  Saint  Mary 
Shandon  has,  by  subscription  and  a legacy,  been  increased  to  £1,900. 

157.  Another  person  of  the  name  of  Thomas  Deane,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  1st  of  October 
1734,  devised  to  the  mayor,  sheriffs,  and  common  council,  a school  house,  which  he  erected  in 
Saint  Peter’s  parish,  and  an  annuity  of  £100,  being  part  of  a fee  farm  rent,  arising  out  of 
lands  in  the  county  of  Limerick,  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  a school  for  the  education  of 
poor  children,  and  for  the  clothing  and  maintaining  of  sLx  old  men  and  two  old  women. 

A school  was  established  on  the  premises;  and  the  annuity  of  £100  was  paid  fora 
considerable  time  in  support  of  it.  For  the  last  20  years,  however,  it  has  been  withheld 
altogether  by  the  owners  of  the  lands  out  of  which  it  was  payable,  and  the  school  has  been 
supported  by  voluntary  subscriptions. 

Proceedings  have  been  lately  instituted  by  the  Trustees  of  Charitable  Donations  and 
Bequests,  to  enforce  payment  of  this  rent. 

158.  The  Green  Coat  Hospital  was  established  by  an  Act  of  Parliament,  passed  in  the 
4 Geo.  I.  c.  14.  The  10th  section  of  that  statute,  after  reciting  that  several  well  disposed 
persons,  with  the  consent  of  the  minister  and  churchwardens  of  the  parish  of  Saint  Maiy 
Shandon,  had  erected  two  schools,  called  the  Green  Coat  Hospital,  of  said  parish,  in  which 
100  poor  children  of  both  sexes,  of  the  Protestant  religion,  were  educated ; and  had  also 
erected  almshouses  for  18  poor  decayed  housekeepers  of  said  parish,  vests  said  premises  in 
several  persons  by  name,  and  their  respective  heirs,  and  the  bishop  and  mayor  of  Cork,  and 
the  ministers  and  churchwardens  of  said  parish,  and  their  successors  for  ever,  upon  trust,  to 
apply  same  to  the  purposes  aforesaid,  with  power  to  any  four  of  said  trustees,  having  met 
together  in  the  library  of  said  hospital,  and  having  given  notice  to  the  minister,  to  dispose  ot 
the  funds,  and  elect  new  trustees. 

There  are  60  children  of  Protestant  parents,  now  partially  clothed  and  educated  in  this 
institution ; and  there  are  about  40  poor  persons,  all  Protestants,  lodged  in  the  almshouses, 
but  not  otherwise  supported. 

Its  funds  are  about  £90  per  annum.  They  are  derived  from  bequests,  part  whereof  is  * 
rent  charge,  and  from  voluntary  subscriptions  amounting  to  about  £20  a year.  The  only 
persons  receiving  salaries  are  a schoolmaster  and  schoolmistress  and  one  female  attendant. 

Besides  the  above,  which  are  more  immediately  connected  with  the  corporation,  there  are 
several  other  very  valuable  charitable  institutions,  which  are  supported  by  voluntary  contnbu- 
tions,  aided  by  grand  jury  presentments. 

159.  Amongst  them  is  the  House  of  Industry.  This  institution  was  originally  established 
under  the.  11,  12  Geo.  III.  c.  30,  for  the  reception  of  vagrants  and  poor  helpless  men  an 
women  of  the  county  of  the  city  of  Cork  alone ; but  there  not  being  a similar  house  fer  ^ 6 
county  of  Cork,  there  was  a continual  influx  of  beggars  and  destitute  persons  from  the  ceant), 
many  of  whom  were  admitted  into  the  city  house  of  industry.  Under  these  circumstance, 
application  was  made, to  Parliament,  and  the  Act  of  the  27  Geo.  III.  c.  44,  was  pasaA 
which,  reciting  that  in  some  counties  no  house  of  industry  had  been  erected,  and  the  poor 
been  received  into  the  houses  of  industry  belonging  to  the  county  of  a city  or  town  adjoining. 
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enacted,  that  the  grand  juries  of  such  counties  might  present  money  for  the  use  of  the  house  CITy-0F  C0RK- 
of  industry  in  such  city  or  town,  which  was  to  be  considered  for  all  purposes  the  house  of 
industry  for  the  county,  as  well  as  the  city  or  town. 

This  Act  was,  however,  only  a temporary  Act..  It  was  revived  and  continued,  by  the 
34  Geo.  III.  c.  23,  to  the  24th  of  June  1800,  and  to  the  end  of  the  then  next  session  of  Par- 
liament ; hut  was  then  permitted  to  expire.  For  some  time  after  this,  however,  the  grand  jury 
of  the  county  of  Cork  continued  to  make  presentments  for  the  establishment.;  but,  discovering 
after  some  time  that  the  Act  had  expired,  discontinued  doing  so.  Thereupon  all  the  county 
paupers,  except,  such  as  from  age  or  infirmity  were  unable  to  move,  were  turned  out,  and  no 
further  admission  of  county  paupers  was  allowed.  At  the  next  ensuing  assizes,  the  grand  jury 
of  the  county,  seeing  the  distress  thus  occasioned,  made  a presentment  of  £700  Irish  for  the 
support  of  the  institution,  as  formerly ; and  no  objection  having  been  made  to  it  by  the  judge, 
have  continued  to  do  so  at  each  assizes  ever  since,  though  there  is  now  no  Act  of  Parliament 
to  sanction  such  a practice. 

The  sums  presented  for  its  support  are  £700  Irish,  (£646  3s.  lcZ.  British,)  at  each  assizes 
by  the  grand  jury  of  the  county  of  Cork,  and  £800  British,  at  each  assizes  by  the  grand  jury 
of  the  county  of  the  city,  being  £2,892  6s.  2d.  for  both  in  the  year,  although  the  Acts  11,  12 
Geo.  III.  c.  30,  23,  24  Geo.  III.  c.  58,  46  Geo.  III.  c.  95,  and  5S  Geo.  III.  c.  47,  s.  11, 
only  authorize  the  grand  jury  of  a county  to  present  to  the  extent  of  £1,200  Irish,  and  the 
grand  jury  of  a county  of  a city  to  present  to  the  extent  of  £1,000  Irish  per  annum,  for  the 
support  of  a house  of  industry.  Tile  grand  juries  appear  to  have  exceeded  their  powers,  from 
a desire  to  render  the  instit  ution  more  generally  useful. 

The  governors  by  Act  of  Parliament  are  the  city  representatives,  the  mayor,  sheriffs, 
recorder,  aldermen,  and  so  many  residents  of  the  city  as  may  be  elected  by  the  governors,  and 
all  persons  giving  a donation  of  £20  Irish,  or  paying  a subscription  of  £3  Irish  a-year,  to  the 
institution.  To  these,  in  consequence  of  the  establishment  being  in  part  supported  by  county 
presentment,  the  Bishop  of  Cork  has  been  added,  he  being  by  Act  of  Parliament  one  of  the 
governors  of  a county  house  of  industry. 

The  institution  is  supported  by  the  above-mentioned  presentments,  voluntary  subscriptions. 


collections  at  charity  sermons,  and  the  produce  of  the  labour  done  by 

the 

inmates. 

The  amount  of  the  income  in  the  year  1833  was  as  follows  : 

Voluntary  subscriptions  ... 

248 

10 

0 

Donations  and  legacies  ... 

291 

10 

0 

Collections  at  charity  sermons 

365 

16 

2 

Grand  jury  presentments 

2892 

6 

2 

Produce  of  paupers'  work  - 

979 

13 

0 

Manure  sold  ..... 

59 

9 

6 

These  sums,  with  the  interest  on  legacies  funded,  and  some  small  annuities,  make  up  an 
income  of  £4936  Is.  10 d.  This  income  is  expended  in  the  support  of  paupers  in  the  house ; 
the  number  admitted  in  the  last,  year  was  1850. 

Accounts  of  the  income  and  expenditure  are  made  out  twice  in  the  year ; and  after  being 
audited  by  a committee  of  the  governors,  are  laid  before  the  grand  jury.  Copies  of  the  two 
last  accounts  are  hereto  annexed. 

160.  The  Lunatic  Asylum,  which  adjoins  the  house  of  industry,  was  originally  established  Lunatic  Asylum.:  - 
on  a small  scale,  as  auxiliary  to  that  institution,  and  was  supported  from  its  funds.  Having 

been  afterwards  considerably  increased  by  means  of  private  donations,  and  the  statute  of 
27  Geo.  III.  c.  39,  (the  Gaol  Act,)  having  passed,  enabling  the  grand  juries  of  counties  and 
counties  of  cities  to  present  for  the  support  of  wards  for  the  reception  of  idiot  and  insane 
persons,  recommended  by  two  magistrates  of  the  counties  respectively,  the  grand  juries  of  both 
the  county  and  county  of  the  city  of  Cork  adopted  this  institution  as  a place  for  the  reception, 
of  such  persons,  and  under  the  powers  so  given  presented  such  sums  as  were  necessary  for  its 
support,  leaving  the  institution  under  the  management  of  the  governors  of  the  house  of  industry,, 
as  before,  under  whose  government  it  continues. 

The  grand  juries  still  present  such  sums  as  are  necessary  to  support  it,  the' shares  to  be  pre- 
sented by  each  being  ascertained  by  dividing  equally  between  them  certain  fixed  expenses  of 
the  establishment,  and  contributing  to  the  maintenance  of  the  inmates  in  proportion  to  the 
numbers  admitted  from  each  county.  The  sums  presented  last  year  were  £1800  by  the  grand 
jury  of  the  county  of  the  city,  and  £3090  by  the  grand  jury  of  the  county.  The  number 
of  lunatics  at  present  in  the  establishment  is  343.  It  "is  not  a distinct  lunatic  asylum,  or  placed 
™der  the  1,  2 Geo.  IV.  c.  33,  6 Geo.  IV.  c.  54,  7 Geo.  IV.  c.  14. 

There  are  six  officers,  who  receive  salaries  amounting  to  £774  per  annum,  besides  twelve 
coopers  at  I3s.  9 d.,  two  assistants  at  14s.  Id.,  and  six  nurses  at  6s.  per  week. 

161.  There  is  an  Hospital  connected  with  these  establishments,  containing  140  beds. 

16“-  T1*re  is  also  in  the  city  an  excellent  Fever  Hospital,  which  is  supported  by  voluntary 

■ tnbutions,  and  by  a presentment  of  double  the  amount  of  the  subscriptions  from  the  grand 
rb7'  Un,(ler  the  58  Geo.  III.  c.47,  whereby  a corporation  is  created  in  every  county,  county  of  a 
22’’  and^°'vn  in  Ireland,  called  “ The  President  and  Assistants  of  the  Fever  Hospital.”  In  Cork 
members  of  this  body,  under  the  Act,  are  the  mayor,  sheriffs,  and  recorder,  the  represen- 
Parliament,  the  justices  of  peace,  who  are  the  aldermen,  such  residents  as  may  be 
“h  fhe  body,  and  contributors  of  £20,  or  of  one  guinea  per  annum. 


Hospital  attached 
to  House  of  Indus- 
try and  Lunatic 
Asylum. 

Fever  Hospital. 
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CITY  OF  CORK.  jQg  There  are  two  infirmaries  within  the  city ; one  in  the  north  liberties,  the  other ' 
south.  ln 

North  Infirmary.  The  North  Infirmary  was  established  under  the  25  Geo.  II.  c.  23;  and  under  the  5 m 
c.  20,  45  Geo.  III.  c.  Ill,  47  Geo.  III.  sess.  2,  c.  50,  49  Geo.  III.  c.  36,  and  54  Geo  m 
c.  62,  is  supported  by  a presentment  of  £250  Irish  per  annum,  £50  paid  by  the  Governm  i 
and  by  voluntary  contributions,  amounting  to  about  £100  a year.  It  has,  also,  some  nro  ^ 
arising  originally  from  bequests,  and  now  amounting  to  £2163  15s.  3d.,  which  is  invested  *’ 
stock,  and  the  annual  produce  applied  in  aid  of  the  income.  A considerable  sum  of  mo 
now  amounting  to  £1100,  was  about  four  years  ago  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  trustees 
a Mr.  Sampayo,  for  the. purpose  of  increasing  the  internal  accommodation  of  the  hosnif  It 
100  beds ; and  a sum  of  £500  was  bequeathed  to  them  by  a Mr.  Rochford,  for  the  ° 
purpose.  A subscription  was  set  on  foot  in  aid  of  those  donations,  and  a sum  of  £3200 
all,  was  raised,  which  the  trustees  are  now  expending  in  erecting  a new  hospital,  and  the 
building  will,  when  completed,  afford  accommodation  to  110  intern  patients,  with  apartment6 
for  the  necessary  officers. 

The  entire  income  of  the  infirmary,  at  present,  is  about  £500  per  annum. 

All  classes  of  medical  and  surgical  cases,  not  contagious,  are.  admitted  into  the  infirmary 
There  are  28  intern  patients,  as  many  as  the  present  building  can  accommodate;  and  beside* 
relief  is  afforded  to  about  12,000  poor  persons  annually,  who  attend  at  the  hospital  for  advice 
and  medicine. 

Two  physicians,  who  are  paid  £20  per  annum  each,  and  two  surgeons,  one  of  whom  is  paid 
£20,  the  other  giving  his  assistance  gratis,  attend  the  infirmary. 

The  trustees  of  this  infirmary  are  the  Archbishops  of  Cashel  and  Tuam,  the  mayor,  recorder, 
and  sheriffs,  the  Bishops  of  Cork,  Cloyne,  and  Ossory,  the  city  and  county  representative* 
the  dean  and  archdeacon  of  Cork,  the  chancellor  of  the  diocess,  and  the  rectors  of  St.  Anne’s, 
St.  Mary  Shandon,  Christ  Church,  and  St.  Paul’s,  who  are  nominated  by  the  Act  of  Par- 
liament, and  15  other  persons,  elected  by  subscribers  of  one  guinea  per  annum,  from  amongst 
themselves.  v 


South  Infirmary. 


Accommodation  in- 
sufficient. Attempt 
to  unite  both  Infir- 
maries and  County 
Infirmaiy. 


Masterson's  Cha- 
rity and  Lapp's 
Bequest. 


164.  The  South  Infirmary  was  established  under  the  11,  12  Geo.  III.  c.  23.  It  is  sup- 
ported  by  a similar  presentment,  of  £250  Irish,  £50  per  annum  from  the  Government,  and 
voluntary  subscriptions,  amounting  to  about  £200  a year. 

It  contains  about  32  beds,  in  which  339  patients  were  received  during  the  last  year.  Besides 
10,004  out-patients  received  relief  by  medical  advice  and  assistance.  All  the  physicians 
and  surgeons  give  their  services  gratis.  The  officers  and  servants  receive  salaries,  amounting 
to  about  £131  per  annum. 

The  trustees  of  this  infirmary  are  the  same  official  persons  as  those  mentioned  above  as 
trustees  of  the  north,  with  1 5 other  persons,  elected  in  the  same  manner  by  the  subscribers. 

165.  The  Accommodation  for  intern  patients  furnished  by  these  two  hospitals,  in  their 
present  state,  is  quite  inadequate  to  the  wants  of  such  a city  as  Cork,  and  though  a consider- 
able increase  of  accommodation  will  be  furnished  by  the  addition  to  the  North  Infirmary,  now 
in  progress,  yet  the  funds  of  that  institution,  at  their  present  amount,  must  be  quite  insufficient 
to  support  the  infirmaiy,  on  that  extended  scale.  In  consequence,  an  attempt,  was  sometime 
ago  made  by  the  trustees  of  the  two  infirmaries  ,Jo  unite  them  and  also  to  constitute  them  a 
general  hospital,  both  for  the  county  and  county  of  -the  city  of  Cork,  and  a proposal  was 
made  by  some  of  the  county  gentlemen  that  one  building  should  be  erected  sufficient  for  all 
those  purposes,  and  that  the  county  should  take  one-third  of  the  accommodation,  and  pay 
one-third  of  the  expense.  This  proposal  was  acceded  to  by  the  boards  of  the  two  infirmaries, 
and  the  draught  ot  a Bill  was  prepared  to  carry  the  agreement  into  effect.  Afterwards,  for  some 
reasons,  the  arrangement,  so  far  as  regarded  the  county,  was  given  up,  and  the  Bill  was 
altered  so  as  to  provide  only  for  the  union  of  the  two  infirmaries,  and  in  this  state  was  passed 
at  an  expense  of  £482  8s.  6rf.,  which  was  paid  out  of  the  sum  of  £3200,  collected  in  aid  of 
the  Sampayo  donation.  The  Act  is  the  2,  3 Will.  IV.  c.  103. 

In  July  1832,  after  the  passing  of  the  Act,  the  trustees  of  the  two  infirmaries,  who  were 
thereby  incorporated,  met  as  one  board,  elected  a secretary,  and  appointed  a committee  to 
inquire  and  report  upon  a proper  site  for  the  new  infirmary.  At  this  time  the  building  at  the 
north  infirmary  had  not  been  commenced,  and  the  Sampayo  fund,  having  been  lodged  in  the 
prov  incial  bank,  was  accumulating.  The  committee,  appointed  to  select  a site,  made  a report, 
recommending  a piece  of  ground  on  Lapp’s  Island  as  being  central ; but  it  was  found,  upon 
inquiry  that  the  purchase  and  preparing  of  this  site  would  have  exhausted  the  entire  fund. 
Much  difficulty  then  arose  as  to  the  choice  of  another;  and,  after  considerable  delay,  the 
building  at  the  north  infirmary  being  in  an  unsafe  state,  the  trustees  determined  to  bring  the 
matter  to  an  issue,  and  a meeting  of  the  joint  board  being  convened,  a resolution  was  passed  to 
abandon  all  intention  of  building  a general  hospital ; that  the  fund  subscribed  in  1829  should  he 
applied  to  tto  purposes  of  the  north  infirmary;  and  that  the  north  and  south  infirmaries  should 
be  conducted  by  their  respective  boards,  as  theretofore,  the  Act  of  Parliament  having  provided 
hat  the  trustees  should  not  lose  their  several  capacities  until  the  new  infirmary  should  be  ready 
to  receive  patients. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  arrangement  thus  nearly  carried  into  effect  had  not  be» 
completed,  as  by  thereby  getting  rid  of  the  double  staff  of  officers  and  servants,  the  fund  appli- 
cable to  the  relief  of  the  poor  would  have  been  much  economized. 

166  There  is  also  a charity  called  Masterson’s  Charity,  for  providing  marriage  portions  lot 
Protestant  servant-maids,  giving  a preference  to  those  who  had  been  educated  in  the  Green  Coat 
Hospital,  and  a sum  of  £30,000  was  bequeathed  during  the  last  year  by  W.  Lapp,  Esq-  J* 
the  support  of  poor  old  Protestants  in  the  city  of  Cork.  The  will,  however,  was  not  props1? 
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■witnessed  to  pass  freehold  estates,  and  the  heir  resists  payment;  but  it  was  represented  to  us  clTy  OF  CORK, 
that  there  was  personal  estate  sufficient  to  pay  nearly  the  whole  of  the  bequest. 

If:/.  There  was  formerly  an  extensive  manufacture  of  woollens  and  worsted  stuffs  in  the  city.  Statistical 
tut  this  lias  very  much  fallen  oft,  insomuch  that  there  are  now  but  one  manufactory  of  woollens  Details- 
gml  two  worsted- spinning  and  stuft  manufactories,  which  do  much  business. 

The  manufacture  of  leather  is  in  a very  thriving  state,  and  much  is  made  for  export  to 
Fngland.  There  • are  several  very  extensive  distilleries  in  the  city.  The  export  of  spirits 
"jirter,  leather,  corn,  and  provisions,  constitutes  the  principal  trade.  ’ 

The  following  Table  exhibits  the  condition  of  the  county  of  the  city  of  Cork  in  the 
year  1331 : ’ 

•Population:  males  48,312;  females  58,704.  Total  100,716. 

Occupations,  viz. 

Families  chiefly  employed  in  agriculture  ] qgy 

Ditto  in  trade,  manufacture,  or  handicraft  - 10  989 

Ditto  not  comprised  in  the  above  classes  ...  6 995 

Houses:  Inhabited  - 10,986 

Uninhabited  - - - 735 

Building  146 


Of  the  above  population,  more  than  82,000  were  stated  to  be  the  number  of  inhabitants 
of  the  city  and  suburbs. 

16S.  From  the  state  of  things  above  detailed,  it  is  quite  manifest  that  the  corporation  0f  General  Ouser- 
Cork  in  no  way  represents  the  inhabitants  of  the  city,  and  that  their  interests  are  by  no  means  VATI0NS* 
identified  with  that  of  the  corporation.  Out  of  so  great  a population  little  more  than  1000  are 
almittecl  to  participate  in  its  privileges,  and  those  who  are  have  been  selected  with  the  express 
view  and  object  of  preserving  the  body  as  exclusive  in  politics  and  religious  opinions  as  it  is 
at  present. 

A small  select  body  have  got  possession  of  the  now  insignificant  remains  of  a large  property 
which  was  originally  granted  for  the' benefit  of  the  citizens  at  large,  much  the  greater  portion 
of  it  having  been  long  since  appropriated  by  the  corporation  to  the  use  of  individual  members 
or  disposed  of  to  meet  present  exigencies,  without  regard  to  the  interests  of  their  successors. 

Out  of  the  munificent  grant  made  by  Henry  III.  of  the  city  of  Cork  and  all  the  tenures 
of  the  citizens  within  and  without  the  walls,  to  the  right  bounds  of  the  city,  they  have  now 
Me  better  than  £770  a year,  as  to  part,  without  any,  and  as  to  the  residue  with  a very 
distant,  prospect  of  any  increase ; thus  furnishing  pregnant  proof  of  the  impolicy  of  giving,  to 
any  body  powers  over  property  intrusted  to  it  for  public  purposes.  The  corporation  has  still, 
however,  a very  considerable  income  derived  from  tolls,  a species  of  property  which,  even  under 
the  best  circumstances,  is  the  least  productive  to  the  owner,  and  most  harassing  to  the  payer, 
a large  portion  of  it  being  lost  in  the  difficulty  and  expense  of  collection. 

The  exemption  from  this  tax  enjoyed  by  the  freemen  in  Cork,  also  renders  it  still  more 
generally  obnoxious  to  the  public  at  large,  as  conferring  unjust  advantages  in  trade  on  a 
avowed  class.  Nor  is  the  mode  in  which  this  income  is  disposed  of  by  the  corporation 
calculated  to  reconcile  the  people  to  the  payment  of  it ; nearly  a third  of  the  entire  goes  to 
support  the  establishment  of  the  mayor,  whom  they  see  from  year  to  year  enjoying  the  large 
emoluments  of  the  office  without  rendering  any  adequate  services,  and  the  residue  is  expended 
"1  lout  conferring  any  essential  benefits  on  the  citizens  at  large.  But  independently  of  their 
proper  revenues,  the  corporation  of  Cork  have,  indirectly,  through  the  medium  of  the 
an(I  grand  juiy,  the  disposal  of  a large  sum  of  money,  amounting  to  near 
, Per  annum,  and  enjoy  connected  therewith  very  considerable  patronage,  of  which 
ave  made  a complete  monopoly,  another  fruitful  source  of  jealousy  and  discontent. 

cause’  however,  of  the  unpopularity  of  the  corporation  with  the  great  mass 
itself6  ln  ^ ltaats  Cork,  is  the  exclusion  of  Roman  Catholics  as  well  from  the  corporation 
extra  a?.trom  a“  the  boards  under  its  control  and  influence.  And  it  should  not  be  thought 
of  th°  ina7  • at  Suck  a feehng  exists  when  it  is  considered  that  they  form  a vast  majority 
fwice  ■0n5  an<^  Possess  amongst  them  much  of  the  respectability,  wealth,  and  intelli- 


..  160.  All  the 
I 'ament,  will  be 
are  referred  to 
since  the  Union. 
46  Geo.  III. 
53  Geo.  III. 
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local  Acts  affecting  the  city  of  Cork,  which  were  passed  by  the  Irish  Par-  Local  Acts. 

found  printed  amongst  the  public  Acts  of  that  body ; the  principal  of  them 

above  under  their  proper  heads.  The  local  Acts  relating  to  Cork,  enacted 

1 are  the  following,  viz. : 

c.  38.  The  Gaol  Act. 

c-  70.  The  Butter  Weighhouse  Act. 

c.  111.  The  Valuation  Act. 

c.  J96.  The  Commercial  Buildings  Act. 

c-  197.  The  Assize  of  Bread  Act. 

c.  82.  The  Valuation  Amendment  Act. 

c-  52.  The  Harbour  Act. 

c-  79.  The  Market  Act. 

°*  in'  ^le  Wide  Street,  Court  of  Conscience,  and  Justices  Court  Act. 
c-  103.  Act  for  Uniting  Infirmaries. 
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CITY  OF  CORK.  yye  fenj  wj^}j  this  Report  copies  of  the  following  Documents  : 

1.  List  of  Entries  taken  from  Corporation  Books,  as  to  the  Election  of  Mayors  and  Sheriffs, 

or  Bailiffs. 

2.  Ditto  as  to  Freemen. 

3.  Rent  Roll  of  Corporation  Lands,  Houses,  &c. 

4 Docket  of  Market  and  Gateage  Tolls  payable  to  Corporation. 

5.  Statement  of  Produce  of  Out-Markets  for  year  ending  29th  September,  1833. 

6.  Statement  of  Gross  Receipts  of,  and  Deductions  from,  Gateage  Tolls,  for  three  years, 

ending  respectively  in  1831,  1832,  and  1833. 

7.  Receipts  and  Expenditures  of  Corporation  for  each  of  the  live  years  ending  respectively 

on  the  29th  of  September,  in  the  years  1828,  1829,  1.830,  1.831,  and  1832. 

8.  Docket  of  Swordbearer’s  Dues,  of  Mayor’s  Dues,  and  of  Water  Bailiff’s  Dues  now 

abolished. 

9.  Amount  of  Mayor’s  Dues  on  Coals  for  the  year  ending  in  1833. 

10.  Three  years’  Average  of  Fees  received  by  the  Mayor’s  Secretary. 

11.  Costs  in  Court  of  Record. 

12.  Fees  taken  by  the  Magistrates  in  their  office,  as  settled  by  Grand  Jury,  and  approved 

by  the  King’s  Bench. 

13.  Present  and  former  Costs  for  recovery  of  Church  Rates  m the  Police  Office. 

14.  Return  of  Number  of  Informations  returned  to  Assizes  and  their  results,  for  three 

years,  ending  hi  1833. 

15.  Return  of  Cases  tried  at  Sessions,  and  the  results  for  the  same  three  years. 

16.  Schedule  of  Presentments  made  at  the  Spring  Assizes  1833,  by  the  Grand  Jury  of  the 

County  of  the  City  of  Cork. 

17.  Salary  of  Officers  of  City  Gaol. 

18.  Ditto  of  ditto  of  Bridewell. 

19.  Copy  of  Bye-laws  of  Corporation  of  the  year  1721. 

20.  Receipts  and  Expenditure  of  Harbour  Board  each  year  since  its  establishment  in  the 

year  1821. 

21.  Sums  granted  at  different  periods  to  improve  Cork  PI arbour.  . 

22.  Bye-Laws  made  by  Harbour  Commissioners. 

23.  Docket  of  Dues  payable  under  said  Bye-Laws  to  Harbour  Commissioners. 

24.  Debited  Accounts  of  Receipts  and  Expenditure  for  the  years  1830, 1831,  and  1832. 

25.  Bye-Laws  of  Wide  Street  Board. 

26.  Abstract  of  Contract  with  Gas  Light  Company.  . 

27.  Abstract  of  Accounts  of  Wide  Street  Board  for  five  years,  ending  in  1833,  with  the 

average  of  said  five  years.  _ 

28.  Receipts  and  Expenditure  of  said  Market  for  three  years,  ending  11th  August  1833. 

29.  Bye-Laws  of  Foundling  Hospital  enacted  in  the  year  1811. 

30.  Bye-Laws  recommended  by  the  Committee  appointed  in  1830,  but  not  as  yet  ratified. 

31.  Accounts  of  Foundling  Hospital  for  the  year  1831. 

32.  Abstract  of  Income  and  Expenditure  for  ten  yearn,  ending  in  1829. 

33.  Accounts  of  House  of  Industry  and  Lunatic  Asylum,  laid  before  the  Spring  Gran 

Juries. 

34.  Annual  Salaries  of  Officers  of  both  Institutions. 

N.  B.  Inquiry  commenced  in  the  City  of . Cork  on  the  5th  day  of  October  1833,  and 
terminated  on  the  29th  of  the  same  month. 
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Charter. 
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Details. 


1.  THIS  town  returned  two  Members  to  Parliament  previous  to  the  Union.  The  elective 
franchise  was  vested  in  the  freeholders  of  the  manor  of  Doneraile,  and  the  seneschal  was  the 
returning  officer. 

The  Charter  which  created  the  manor,  dated  the  30th  March,  1 5 Charles  I.,  a.  v.  1639, 
enrolled  in  Chancery,  (Rot.  Pat.  15  Car.  I.  p.  11,  m.  1.)  was  granted  to  Sir  William  Saint 
Leger.  It  also  gave  powers  to  the  seneschal  of  holding  a Court  Leet  and  a Court  Baron,  with 
jurisdiction  in  personal  actions  to  the  extent  of  40s.  Irish,  and  constituted  Sir  W illiam  Saint 
Leger,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  lords  of  the  manor.  'His  descendant,  Viscount  Doneraile,  is 
now  lord  of  the  manor.  This  charter  also  granted  a weekly  market  on  Thursdays,  and  two 
fairs  annually  on  the  feast  of  St.  Magdalen  and  All  Saints. 

A subsequent  charter,  dated  the  1st  May,  31  Charles  II.,  A.D.  1680,  enrolled  in  Chancery, 
(Rot..  Pat  31  Car.  II.  p.  2,  m.  39,  d.)  granted  to  John  St.  Leger,  that  the  freeholders  of  the 
manor  made  by  him,  his  heirs  and  successors,  should  have  authority  to  return  two  burgesses 
to  serve  in  the  Irish  Parliament.  No  corporation  was  created. 

2.  A Seneschal  is  still  appointed,  and  he  holds  courts  occasionally  with  the  view  of  pre- 
servino-  the  right ; but  scarcely  any  business  has  been  transacted  in  them  for  the  last  five  years, 

3.  At  the  Union,  the  then  Lord  Doneraile  received  the  whole  Compensation  for  the  disfran- 
chisement of  this  borough. 

The  following  Table  is  applicable  to  the  state  of  this  town  in  the  year  1831 : 

Population:  males,  1205;  females,  1447.  Total,  2652. 

Families  chiefly  employed  in  agriculture  - 

Ditto  in  trade,  manufactures,  and  handicraft  - 
Ditto,  not  included  in  either  of  the  above  two  classes 
Houses  inhabited  - - - - - - - 

Ditto  uninhabited 


179 

208 

141 

357 

21 


rm5?FOGlRxy,]c”M“"“ 


N.  B.  Inquiry  held  on  the  17th  of  September  1833. 
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BOROUGH  OF  DUNGARVAN. 


1 THE  Town  of  Dungarvan  was  anciently  an  honour  vested  in  the  Crown,  and  must  have 
been  incorporated  at  a very  early  period,  as  wc  find  that  in  an  Act  of  a Parliament,  held  at 
Wexford  in  the  3 Edward  IV.,  set  forth  in  t he  Charter  of  James  I.  hereinafter  mentioned,  a 
corporation  was  recognised  as  then  existing  in  it,  by  the  name  of  “-The  Portreeve  and  Com- 
mons of  the  Town  of  Dungarvan.”  This  Act  granted  to  the.  corporation,  the  liberties,  privi- 
leges, and  customs  of  the  tenants  and  inhabitants  of  Clair,  in  England,  and  that  they  should 
hare  all  manner  of  customs  of  all  merchandises  bought  and  sold  within  their  franchises,  as 
the  mayor  and  commons  of  Bristol  had,  to  he  expended  upon  the  walls  and  other  defences  of 
the  town,  under  the  superintendence  of  Thomas  Earl  of  Desmond. 

The  first  Charter  granted  to  the  town  which  wc  have  been  able  to  find  on  record,  is  one  of 
the 4th  January,  7 James  I.,  (a.  d.  ICO'.),  10.)  enrolled  in  Chancery,  (Rot.  Pat.  7 Jac.  I.  p.3, 
in.  6,)  which,  after  the  recital  of  the  above-mentioned  Act  of  Parliament,  confirms  the  same, 
and  all  liberties,  privileges,  &c.  thereby  conferred ; and,  after  also  reciting  the  evils  sustained 
bv  said  town  from  rebels  and  traitors,  and  the  loyalty  of  the  inhabitants,  and  that  the  tenants 
and  inhabitants  of  said  town  had  of  times  long  since  possessed  and  enjoyed  many  privileges, 
iterrants  that  said  town  should  be  for  ever  thereafter  a free  borough,  and  that  the  entire  parish 
of  the  parochial  church  of  the  blessed  Virgin  Mary,  of  Dungarvan,  into  whatever  towns  or 
hamlets  the  same  extended,  and  the  parish  called  Nugent’s  parish,  lying  within  the  ancient 
liberties  of  the  said  town,  or  borough  of  Dungarvan,  and  all  the  lands,  tenements,  and  here- 
ditaments within  the  said  parishes,  should,  in  future,  he  the  liberties  and  franchises  of  the  said 
borough  of  Dungarvan;  and  that  there  should  he  within  the  said  borough  a body  corporate  of 
the  inhabitants  of  said  borough,  consisting  of  a sovereign,  brethren,  and  free  burgesses  of  the 
said  borough,  the  brethren  to  be  twelve,  of  whom  the  sovereign  should  be  one,  and  that  they 
should  be  elected  from  the  free  burgesses  ; and  that  the  rest  of  the  burgesses  should  be  elected 
from  the  more  honest,  and  best  deserving  of  the  inhabitants,  by  the  sovereign  and  brethren, 
whenever  they  should  think  fit.  so  to  do.  The  charter  then,  after  nominating  the  first  sove- 
reign and  brethren,  and  authorizing  them  to  admit  burgesses,  and  creating  them  a common 
council  of  the  said  borough,  incorporates  them  and  such  burgesses  as  they  should  admit 
by  the  name  of  “ The  Sovereign,  Brethren,  and  Free  Burgesses  of  the  Borough  of  Dungarvan.” 
It  then  gives  the  power  to  the  sovereign  and  brethren  to  elect  the  sovereign  from  amongst  them- 
selves annually,  and  to  the  sovereign,  brethren,  and  free  burgesses,  to  appoint,  by  their  letters 
patent,  and  under  their  seal,  some  fit  person  to  bo  recorder  of  the  said  borough  during  their 
pleasure ; and  that  they  should  also  have  power  to  appoint  a town  clerk  t.o  hold  his  office 
during  good  behaviour,  and  two  serjeants  at  mace,  and  a water-bailiff  to  execute  all  sum- 
monses, distresses,  attachments,  and  other  precepts  of  the  court  of  the  said  borough ; and  that 
the  sovereign,  with  the  assent  of  the  council,  should  have  power  to  appoint  one  of  the  brethren, 
to  be  deputy  sovereign  during  his  absence. 

The  charter  further  grants  to  the  said  sovereign,  brethren,  and  free  burgesses,  power,  to  hold 
a Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred  twice  in  tho  year,  for  the  purpose  of  making  bye-laws,  and 
constitutes  the  sovereign  and  recorder  for  the  time  being  justices  of  the  peace  within  the  said 
borough,  and  throughout  the  whole  county  of  Waterford. 

It  further  grants  to  the  said  corporation  the  power  of  holding,  on  every  Monday,  a Court 
of  Record  before  the  sovereign  and  recorder,  or  his  deputy,  for  the  determination  of  all  causes- 
personal  to  any  amount  arising  within  the  said  borough,  or  liberties;  or  precincts  thereof; 
and  that  the  sovereign  should  be  escheator,  assay-master,  clerk  of  the  market,  and  coroner  of 
the  said  borough,  so  as  to  exclude  all  other  such  officers. 

And  it  further  grants  to  the  said  corporation,  the  right  of  holding  a Court  Leet  before  the 
recorder,  or  his  deputy,  twice  in  the  year ; one  within  a month  after  the  feast  of  Easter,  and 
the  other  within  a month  after  the  feast  of  St.  Michael';  and  that  they  should  have  in  the  said 
court  the  assize  of  bread,  and  of  all  other  victuals  coming  to  be  sokl 
It  further  grants  to  the  sovereign,  brethren,  and  free  burgesses,  alL  fines,  amercements,  and 
rfeitures  in  the  said  Courts  Leet,  for  the  repair  of  the  walls,  and  likewise  all  goods  and 
chattels  waved  and  strayed  within  the  said  borough  and  its  franchises,  and  a moiety  of  the 
® anc^  chattels  of  all  felons,  fugitives,  &c.,  and  all  wrecks  of  the  sea  happening  within  the 
sai  borough  and  franchises,  and  precincts  thereof. 

tt  also  grant3  to  them  the  right  of  holding  two  markets  weekly,  one  on  Wednesday,  and 
other  on  Saturday ; and  also  two  fairs,  one  to  be  held  on  the  feast  of  St.  Barnabas,  and 
•7  “ays  following,  and  the  other  on  the  feast  of  Sf.  Simon  and  St.  Jude,  and  two  days  follow- 
3?  W1r  Power  to  hold  Courts  of  Pied  Poudre,  and  all  tolls,  profits,  and  advantages  to  the 
It  ^ ar\e  s belonging.  . , 

t « ?p  c^rects  the  said  corporation  to  build  a gaol  in  the  said  borough,  ana  grants  that 
Th haVe  the  Custody  thereof.  . .... 

e barter  further  confers  on  the  said  corporation  the  office  of  admiral,  and  all  jurisdictions, 
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authorities,  and  pre-eminences  to  the  said  office  belonging,  within  all  ports,  weeks,  and 
time  places  within  the  said  borough  and  franchises  thereof,  and  all  ports,  creeks, 'and  T*' 
between  a promontory,  called  Rynemenard,  near  Ardmore,  in  the  county  of  Waterford  ^ 
Stradbally  Creek,  in  said  county,  and  through  the  entire  rivulet  of  the  said  borough  ofD 
garvan,  to  the  flowing  and  ebbing  of  the  tide  within  the  same  ; and  that  they  should  hav  th 
exclusive  power  t.o  hold  a Court  of  Admiralty  within  the  said  limits  as  often  as  need  be  ,i 
all  profits,  advantages,  and  emoluments  to  the  said  court  belonging  to  their  own  use  with 
rendering  any  account,  thereof  to  his  Majesty,  his  heirs  or  successors. 

It  further  grants  that  the  corporation  should  have  to  their  own  use  the.  customs  of  mura 
cranage,  keyage,  anchorage,  and  lastage  of  all  merchandises  imported  or  exported  into  or  nt 
of  the  port  of  Dungarvan,  and  flic  creeks  thereof,  in  as  ample  a manner  as  the  city  of  Water 
ford  was  accustomed  to  have,  saving,  however,  to  the  king  and  his  successors,  his  great  and 
petty  customs,  and  the  custom  or  subsidy  of  tonnage  or  poundage,  viz.,  the  payment  of  one 
shilling  in  the  pound  for  all  merchandise  imported  or  exported,  whether  by  natives  or  foreigners- 
and  it  concludes  by  creating  a corporation  of  the  staple  with  the  same  powers  as  the  corpora- 
tion of  the  staple  in  Dublin.  1 

Another  charter,  dated  the  15th  April,  5 James  II.  (a.  d.  1689,)  is  on  record,  enrolled  in 
Chancery,  (Rot.  Pat.  5 Jac.  II.  p.  1,  m.  10,)  which  recites  that  the  sovereign,  brethren,  and 
free  burgesses  of  the  borough  of  Dungarvan  had  enjoyed  many  liberties,  privileges,  and 
franchises,  which,  by  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  had  been  seized  into  the  Kina’s 
hands.  This  charter,  like  others  of  the  same  period,  has  had  no  operation,  but  it  seems°to 
afford  evidence  of  the  existence  of  .the  body  corporate  up  to  the  time  of  its  date. 

2.  Notwithstanding  the  important,  privileges  atone  time  enjoyed  by  the  Corporation  of  Dun- 
garvan, yet,  by  some  revolution  in  its  affairs,  the  particulars  of  which  we  have  been  unable 
satisfactorily  to  ascertain,  the  corporation  became  extinct  at  a very  remote  period,  we  believe 
much  more  than  a century  back.  We  examined  one  gentleman,  of  very  great  age,  a native  of 
this  town,  who  stated  that  he  had  never  known  or  conversed  with  any  person  who  recollected 
tlie  existence  of  a corporation,  or  of.  any  corporate  officer  in  the  town. 

3.  On  the  extinction  of  the  corporation,  the  right  of  electing  Members  of  Parliament,  which  is 
by  charter  granted  to  the  members  of  the  corporation,  passed  to  the  freeholders  and  house- 
holders of  the  manor  of  Dungarvan,  which  appears  to  have  been  coextensive  with  the  ancient 
borough,  and  the  seneschal  of  the  manor  became  the  returning  officer.  This  borough,  since 
the  Union,  returns  one  Member  to  the  imperial  Parliament. 

4.  Tire  Limits  of  the  borough,  as  defined  by  the  Boundary  Act,  exclude  some  portions 
of  the  manor,  and  do  not.  seem  to  be  very  conveniently  settled  with  reference  to  the  town;  some 
parts  of  the  borough  being  about  four  miles  distant  from  it,  whilst  places  within  a mile  of  it 
are  excluded. 

5.  An  opinion  prevails  amongst  the  inhabitants  that  the  corporation  had  considerable  Pro- 
perty in  the  borough,  which  is  now  in  the  possession  of  the  Duke  of  Devonshire ; and  Smith, 
an  author  whose  information  we  have  generally  found  to  he  correct,  states,  in  his  “ History 
of  Waterford,”  that  the  corporation  had  considerable  property  in  lands  and  houses. 

6.  We  find  that  two  ancient  Fairs  are  still  held  on  the  days  upon  which  fairs  were  granted 
to  the  corporation  by  the  charter  of  James  I.,  and  the  tolls  thereof  were,  until  recently,  paid 
to  J ohn  Keilly,  Esq.,  of  Strancally,  in  this  county.  The  two  weekly  Markets  are  also  held,  and 
the  tolls  thereof  were  taken  by  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  until  within  the  last  few  years.  Two 
new  faire  are  likewise'  held  under  a modern  patent  granted  t.o  the  Duke.  His  grace  has  not, 
since  the  appointment  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  to  inquire  into  the  Collec- 
tion of  Tolls  in  Ireland,  collected  tolls  either  at.  the  fail’s  or  markets  of  this  or  any  other  town 
belonging  to  him,  but  his  agents  still  assert  his  right  to  resume  their  collection.  His  grace  also 
claims  the  right  of  fixing  the  place  of  holding  the  markets,  and  has  lately  removed  the  market 
from  the  old  to  the  new  town.  A complaint  was  made  to  us  of  the  impropriety  of  the  removal; 
but  on  inspection  of  the  place  we  could  not  fail  to  observe  that,  the  change,  however  it  may 
have  affected  the  interests  of  some  individuals  in  business,  is  a decided  improvement,  and 
an  accommodation  to  the  public. 

7.  It  appears  from  Smith’s  “ History,”  before  mentioned,  that  the  Manor  and  Lordship  of 
Dungarvan  were,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.,  granted  to  a member  of  the  Ormonde  family, 
and  we  find  them  again  annexed  to  the  Crown  with  the  consent  of  the  Earl  of  Ormonde,  by 
the  statute  34  Henry  VIII.  c.  1. 

The  present  manor  of  Dungarvan,  and  its  privileges,  were  created  by  a patent  granted  on 
the.  8th  clay  of  November,  in  the  second  year  of  the  reign  of  James  1,  to  Sir  George  Thornton, 
his  heirs  and  assigns,  at  a rent  of  £20  per  year.  The  manor  passed  from  his  descendants 
the  Earl  of  Cork,  and  is  now  vested  in  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  the  present  lord  of  the  manor. 

8.  The  Manor  is  coextensive  with  the  union  of  Dungarvan,  which  is  composed  of  three 
parishes,  viz.  Dungarvan  West,  Abbeyside,  and  Ballinrodc,  or  Nugent’s  parish;  the  firs 
though  now  distinct,  fonning  the  parish  of  Dungarvan  mentioned  in  the  charter. 

9.  The  only  public  Officers  possessing  local  authority  within  the  borough  are  the  senesc  0 
the  Manor  and  the  harbour  master. 

10.  The  Seneschal  is  appointed  by  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  as  we  were  informed,  byvi  u 

a power  conferred  by  the  patent  above  mentioned  on  the  lord  of  the  manor.  ^ 

The  only  emoluments  Of  the  seneschal  are  at  present  the  fees  in  his  court,  which  are 
considerable.  There  was  a custom,  which  was  discontinued  about  eight  or  ten  years  s 
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ordiiifi-  to  which  every  vessel  coming  to  the  port  of  Dungarvan  with  coals,  salt,  or  oysters,  to  DUNGARVAN. 
discharge,  gave  the  seneschal  a portion  of  each  cargo. 

1 1 The  Duties  of  the  Seneschal  are,  to  act  as  returning  officer  at.  the  elections  of  the  represen-  Duties  of  Seno- 
jjve  for  the  borough,  to  preside  in  the  Manor  Court,  and  to  summon  and  preside  at  the  leet.  KC^- 
He  also  receives  the  port  dues  from  the  harbour  master,  and  superintends  their  expenditure 
on  the  quays,  and  conceives  himself  authorized  to  exercise  an  admiralty  jurisdiction,  and 
to  claim  wrecks  of  the  sea  for  the  lord  ol  the  manor  over  a line  of  coast  nearly  corresponding 
with  that  over  which  the  admiralty  jurisdiction  was  conferred  on  the  corporation  by  the  charter 

of  James  I. 


12.  He  exercises  in  the  Manor  Court,  which  he  states  to  be  a Court  of  Record,  an  original  Manor  Court, 
common  law  jurisdiction  to  the  extent  of  £15  I rish,  in  pleas  on  bill  and  specialty ; and  to  the 
extent  of  £10  Irish,  on  other  contracts.  In  this  form  of  proceeding  the  suit,  commences  by  the 
issuin'*  of  an  attachment  against  the  goods.  He  also  exercises  a civil  bill  jurisdiction  to  the 
same  amount,  in  both  cases,  and  the  proceedings  are  then  carried  on  according  to  the  usual 
m.inp  of  civil  bill  process  in  the  Manor  Courts  of  Ireland.  This  court,  is  held  from  three 


course  of  civil  bill  process  in  the 
weeks  to  three  weeks  on  Fridays 


13.  The  seneschal  has  been  accustomed  to  summon  a Court.  Leet  once  a year,  on  the  20th  of  Court  Leot. 
October,  but  neglected  to  do  so  on  the  20th  of  October  in  the  year  1832,  being  that  previous  to 
our  visit. 

The  jury  of  the  leet,  which  is  summoned  and  sworn  by  the  seneschal,  performs  important 
duties.  It  presents  the  sums  to  bo  paid  for  quayage  and  anchorage  on  all  vessels  loading 
and  unloading  at  the  quays,  or  anchoring  in  the  harbour,  within  the  points  of  Helvick  Head 
and  Ballinacourty.  At  a leet  held  on  the.  10th  of  September  1830,  certain  rates  were 
presented  as  proper  to  be  levied  thenceforth  for  quayage  and  anchorage,  viz. : 

s.  d. 

For  any  vessel  under  20  tons  register  1 0 Harbour  Dues. 

For  any  vessel  of  20  and  under  30  tons  - - 16 

and  the  charge  was  increased  at  the  rate  of  6 d.  for  every  additional  10  tons  up  to  190  tons, 
for  which,  or  any  vessel  of  larger  tonnage,  the  charge  was  fixed  at  lO.v.  Fishing  boats  belong- 
ing to  Dungarvan,  or  Abbey-side,  to  pay  only  l.v.  per  year;  and  fishing  boats  not  belonging  to 
the  harbour,  4cZ.  each  time  they  discharge. 

Vessels  anchoring  in  the  harbour  for  safety,  without  discharging,  to  pay  half  the  above 
charges.  Mooring  at,  the  quay  to  pay  full  charges,  as  if  loaded  or  discharged. 

Rowboats,  or  lighters,  loading  or  discharging,  on  the  public  quay,  any  commodity  but  fish. 

Is.  per  year,  or  2d.  per  load. 

Vessels  discharging  coal  or  culm,  requiring  the  use  of  beam,  scales,  and  weights,  to  he  fur- 
nished with  them  at  the  rate  of  2s.  (id.  for  all  vessels  under  GO  tons,  and  3s.  6d.  for  all  vessels 
of  60  tons  and  over. 


Shippers  of  cattle  to  pay  2s.  Gd.  for  shipping  on  vessels  of  GO  tons  and  under,  and  3s.  6 d.  on 
vessels  over  60  tons. 


14.  These  charges  arc  levied  by  a harbour  master,  and  by  him  paid  over  to  the  seneschal,  Expenditure  of 
who  expends  the  amount,  alter  deduction  of  the  salary  of  the  harbour  master,  on  the  repairs  of  Hurbour  Dues, 
the  quays.  They  are  stated  not.  to  be  sufficient,  for  that  purpose,  and  such  further  funds  as  are 
required  are  supplied  by  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  tho  lord  of  the  manor. 


15.  The  jury  of  the  leet  have  been  in  the.  habit  of  appointing  a Market  Jury,  which  practice  Market  Jury, 
has  been  kept  up  of  late  years  merely  to  continue  the  ancient  custom.  The  persons  appointed 
do  not  act,  and  are  not  called  upon  by  the  seneschal  to  do  so.  The  seneschal  claims  a right  of 
veto  upon  all  presentments  of  the  leet*  and  has  sometimes  exercised  such  right. 


16.  The  Harbour  Master  is  appointed  by  the  jury  of  the  leet.  by  presentment.  His  duty  is  to  Harbour  Master, 
collect  the  harbour  dues,  and  regulate,  the  shipping.  His  only  emolument  is  a salary  of  £15 

per  year,  which  he  retains  out  of  the  dues  collected  by  him. 

17.  There  was  formerly  a manor  Gaol  and  Court  House  in  the  town,  but  a new  county  bride-  Couit 

well  and  court  house  have  been  lately  built  by  the  county  grand  jury,  and  they  are  now  used 

or  the  purposes  of  the  manor  and  borough.  The  building  that  was  formerly  used  as  the 
manor  gaol  and  court  house,  is  now  in  possession  of  the  Duke  of  Devonshire. 

(1  If'  P16  seneschal  has  no  magisterial  authority.  The  County  Justices  and  Police  do  all  the  Magistrates  and 
Jp  of  preserving  the  peace  in  the  town.  Dungarvan  is  one  of  the  quarter  sessions’  towns  of  iollce- 
je  county,  and  is  in  the  same  division  as  Lismore.  The  assistant  barrister  sits  three  times  in 
year  here,  and  but  once  at  Lismore. 


nl9'  Sfe™ral  of  the  powers  exercised  by  the  seneschal,  and  the  privileges  claimed  by  the  . 

ukeof  D shirc,  andby  Ml,  Koilly  a4,  as  to  the  old  fairs,  resemble  so  much  some  of  the  SSeJto^TCiwpo- 
morp  S0S  con’erre(f  hy  the  charter  on  the  extinct  corporation,  as  to  lead  us,  in  the  absence  of  rate  Rights. 

Wrote  inforaiation,  to  tho  belief,  that  they  are,  in  fact,  parcel  of  the  corporate  rights. 
tsereUl  * "6*“"  'vera  transferred  by  the  corporation  previously  to  its  dissolution,  or  were. 

qq  ,2- ? ".‘““"t  authority  alter  that  event,  hy  the  lord  of  tho  manor  and  the  owner  of  the  soil 
"Pinion  ™ °ld  faira  m hcld,  had  no  materials  before  us  from  which  we  could  form  an 


If.  C.  I. 
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20.  The  following  Table  represents  the  numbers  and  occupations  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
manor  of  Dungarvan,  in  the  year  1831 : 

Population:  males,  5,030;  females,  5,831.  Total  10,861. 

Families  employed  chiefly  in  agriculture  - - - 41 7 

Ditto  in  trade,  manufacture,  or  handicraft  - - 664 


Ditto  not  comprised  in  the  other  two  classes  - - 864 

Houses  inhabited 1517 


Ditto  uninhabited 54 


Of  the  above  population  the  numbers  inhabiting  the  town  ol  Dungarvan,  consisting  of  Abbey- 
side  and  Dungarvan  Proper,  is  8386. 

The  principal  occupation  of  the  inhabitants  is  in  the  fishery,  and  the  persons  engaged  in  it 
are,  frequently,  in  unpropitious  seasons,  and  in  consequence  of  their  own  imprudence,  reduced  to 
great  distress.  There  is  a small  export  of  butter  and  corn.  The  houses  in  the  part  of  the 
town  belonging  to  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  are  modern,  and  of  a good  description;  but  the 
old  town  has  gone  much  into  decay.  The  Duke  of  Devonshire  has,  at  his  own  private  ex- 
pense, caused  a bridge  to  be  built  here,  which  is  a very  great  ornament  to  the  town,  and  of 
much  convenience  and  advantage  to  it  and  the.  surrounding  country. 


21.  The  inhabitants  of  this  town  suffer  great  inconvenience  from  a scarcity  of  fresh  Water, 
the  only  Supply  to  the  public  being  from  one  well  outside  the  town.  Formerly  there  was  an 
abundant  supply  procured  from  a stream  called  the  Finish;  and  wc  find  that,  a sum  of  £800 
was  granted  by  the  Act  of  the  29  Geo.  II.  c.  1,  and  a further  sum  of  £500  by  the  Act  of 
1 Geo.  III.  c.  1,  for  making  and  completing  an  aqueduct  from  that  river  to  the  town  of  Dun- 
garvan. The  work  was  completed,  but  the  property  in  the  aqueduct  not  having  been  vested 
in  trustees,  and  the  soil  over  which  it  ran  not  being  at  all  transferred,  some  proprietor  stopped 
it  up  about  40  or  50  years  ago,  and  in  that  situation  it  remains  to  the  present  time. 


ACHESON  LYLE,  1 
PHILIP  FOGARTY,  J 


•Commissioners. 


N.  B.  Inquiry  held  on  the  5th  and  6th  days  of  September  1833. 
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BOROUGH  OF  KILMALLOCK. 


1.  THE  Town  of  Kilmallock  is  one  of  the  most  ancient  in  Ireland,  and  the  corporation,  if 
not  one  by  prescription,  must  have  been  created  by  a very  early  charter,  as  it  is  recognised  as 
then  existing  in  a charter  of  Edward  III.,  bearing  date  the  1st  of  March,  in  the  forty-ninth 
year  of  his  reign,  (enrolled  in  Chancery,  Rot.  Pat.  49  Edward  III.  m.  ll.d.)  whereby  he 
^ranted  to  the  provost  and  commonalty  of  the  town  of  Kilmallock,  tolls  or  customs  of  certain 
commodities  coming  to  the  town  to  be  sold,  or  passing  through  it  for  sale,  for  a period  of  ten 
years,  towards  the  rebuilding,  repairing,  and  fortifying  of  the  town. 

By  another  charter  of  Henry  IV.,  (enrolled  in  Chancery,  Rot.  Pat.  10  Henry  IV.  Art.  55,) 
the  king  granted  to  the  portreeve  and  burgesses  of  the  town  of  Kilmallock,  certain  customs 
therein  mentioned  for  the  space  of  20  years. 

Bv  another  charter,  bearing  date  the  24th  April,  (no  year  mentioned,)  enrolled.  Rot.  Pat. 
36  Eliz.  No.  37,  m.  16,  Queen  Elizabeth  reciting  a demise  by  her,  in  the  twelfth  year  of  her 
reign,  and  her  letter  of  the  15th  April,  in  the  twenty-sixth  year  of  her  reign,  granted  to  the 
sovereign,  brethren,  and  commonalty  of  the  town  of  Kilmallock,  certain  lands  and  premises, 
stated  to  have  been  then  lately  of  the  possessions  of  the  monastery,  or  fraternity,  of  the  order  of 
preachers  of  Kilmallock,  to  hold  to  them  and  their  successors  for  ever. 

The  charter,  however,  upon  which  the  present  constitution  of  the  corporation  is  founded,  and 
by  which  they  are  governed,  is  one  bearing  date  the  10th  of  J anuary,  in  the  twenty-seventh  year 
of  Elizabeth.  We  have  not  been  able  to  discover  any  record  of  this  charter,  but  letters  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  under  her  privy  seal,  bearing  date  the  1 5th  day  of  April,  in  the  twenty-sixth  year  of 
her  reign,  authorizing  such  charter  to  issue,  are  enrolled  in  Chancery.  (Rot.  Pat.  27  Eliz.  m.) 
A copy  of  the  charter  was  furnished  to  us  by  the  agent  of  Richard  Oliver  Gascoigne. 
This  charter  granted  to  the  sovereign  and  burgesses  of  the  town  or  borough  of  Kilmallock 
all  their  former  liberties  and  franchises  in  as  full  and  ample  manner  as  they  or  their 
predecessors  enjoyed  the  same,  by  virtue  of  any  former  charters;  and  further,  that  every 
year,  on  Monday  after  the  feast  of  St.  Michael,  they  should  assemble  within  the  town,  and 
there  by  assent  of  12  the  best  burgesses,  making  the  council  of  the  said  town,  or  by  assent  of 
the  more  part  of  them,  to  whom  it  gave  power  for  the  purpose,  should  elect  one  of  the 
burgesses  of  the  town  to  be  sovereign  of  the  same,  and  granted  that  the  sovereign  and  his 
successors  should  for  ever,  with  the  burgesses  of  the  town  and  their  successors,  be  a body  cor- 
porate, by  the  name  of  “ The  Sovereign  and  Burgesses  of  the  Town  of  Kilmallock,”  which  is 
their  present  Style;  and  that  the  sovereign  of  the  town,  and  every  other  thereafter  to  be 
elected,  and  12  of  the  best  and  discreetest  burgesses  of  the  town,  being  of  the  council  of  the 
same,  should  have  full  and  free  power  to  implead,  and  defend,  and  answer,  in  all  causes  con- 
cerning the  said  corporation,  or  town,  by  the  name  of  the  sovereign  and  burgesses  of  the  town 
of  Kilmallock ; and  that  whatsoever  the  said  sovereign  and  council,  or  the  greater  part  of 
them,  in  the  name  of  the  sovereign  and  burgesses  of  the  town,  for  the  common  weal  and  utility 
thereof,  might  do  or  ordain,  should  be  firm,  stable,  and  inviolable,  as  if  the  same  were  done 
and  ordained  by  all  the  burgesses  convened  and  assembled,  and  should  be  observed  by 
all  the  inhabitants  within  the  precincts  of  the  town. 

This  charter  also  granted  licence  to  the  corporation  to  levy  certain  custor^s,  specified  in  the 
charter,  on  commodities  sold  in  the  town,  to  be  laid  out  in  the  walling,  fortifying,  and  defend- 
ing it,  and  by  the  assent  of  the  council,  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  to  rate  and  assess  all  the 
inhabitants  for  the  same  purpose,  as  also  for  contribution  to  the  payment  of  the  sovereign's 
salary,  and  other  things,  according  as  the  sovereign  and  council,  or  the  greater  part  of  them, 
should  direct  It  further  granted  to  the  sovereign  and  burgesses,  and  their  successors,  the 
office  of  escheator,  coroner,  and  clerk  of  the  market,  with  the  appurtenances ; ' and  that  they 
should  have  a Hundred  Court  within  the  town  from  15  days  to  15  days,  and  there  to  hold  pleas 
ofland  and -tenements,  and  of  all  personal  actions  of  trespass,  covenant,  and  debt,  not  exceeding 
in  amount  the  sum  of  £20,  arising  within  the  town  and  liberties,  with  powers  of  attachment 
both  of  body  and  goods.  It  also  granted  to  the  corporation  a fair  in  the  town  once  a year, 
from  nine  o’clock  on  the  vigil  of  Pentecost  for  five  days  following ; and  that  the  sovereign 
with  the  12  burgesses  should  choose  four  men  to  be  barons  in  a Court  of  Pie  Poudre 
therein,  who  should  have  power  to  hold  pleas  of  debt,  covenant,  and  account,  arising 
within  the  bounds  of  the  town  aforesaid,  and  that  tfte  sovereign  and  his  successors  should 
he  justices  of  the  peace  and  coroners  within  the  town,  and  the  limits  thereof;  and  that  the 
sovereign,  after  the  expiration  of  his  year  of  office,  together  with  the  collectors  of  rates  and 
customs  in  the  town,  should  make  a just  and  true  account  before  the  sovereign  succeeding  him, 

. ^e  12  burgesses  aforesaid,  or  such  auditors  as  should  be  appointed  by  them,  and  not 
* the  Exchequer. 

. The  liberties  of  the  town' are  marked  out  on  the  maps  of  the  Down  Survey,  and  are  stated 
m the  book  accompanying  it  to  contain  2142  acres  of  forfeited  lands,  besides  denominations 
^ .the  Corporation  Commons,  containing  135  acres,  and  Spittal  lands,  9 A.  2 R.,  and  the 
own  itself,  which  is  not  contained  in  the  measurement. 
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Classes  of 
Corporation. 

The  Sovereign. 


Council. 


Burgesses. 


Officers  of  Cor- 
poration. 


Deputy  Sovereign. 


Town  Clerk. 


Serjeant  at  Mace. 


Weighmaster. 


Justice  of  the 
Peace. 


Court. 


Police. 


Property  of  Cor- 
poration. 


2.  The  Corporation  consists  at  present  of  a sovereign  ancl  an  unlimited  number  of  burgesses 
of  whom  12  form  the  council;  there  is  no  class  of  freemen  or  commonalty  distinct  from 
burgesses. 

3.  The  Sovereign  is  elected  from  amongst  the  burgesses  at  an  annual  meeting  of  the  so- 
vereign and  burgesses,  held  pursuant  to  the  terms  of  the  charter  on  the  Monday  after  Michael- 
mas Say.  The  form  of  an  annual  election  is  observed,  but  the  same  person  is  always  re-elected. 
His  salary  is  £25  Irish  a-year.  He  has  no  other  emoluments. 

4.  The  sovereign,  immediately  after  his  election,  nominates  12  of  the  burgesses  to  be  of 
the  Council  for  the  next  ensuing  year,  and  this  body,  with  the  sovereign,  is  capable,  under  the 
charter,  of  doing,  and,  in  fact,  performs  all  corporate  acts  but  th,e  election  of  the  officers  and 
members  of  the  corporation,  which  belongs  to  the  whole  corporate  body. 

5.  The  Burgesses  are  elected  at  the  same  annual  meeting  by  a majority  of  the  members 
present.  No  qualification  of  residence  or  otherwise  is  necessary  in  the  persons  elected;  ami  in 
practice,  for  many  years  past,  they  have  been  nominated  by  the  present  sovereign.  Of  late 
years,  in  fact,  it  has  not  been  an  object  to  be  admitted  members  of  the  corporation,  and  it  has 
been  found  necessary  to  solicit  friends  of  the  sovereign  to  accept  the  office.  The  number  of 
imrgesses  at  present  is  16,  of  whom  there  is  not  one.  resident  within  the  town  or  liberties. 
They  are  all  Protestants,  no  Roman  Catholic  having  been  admitted  within  the  memory  of  any 
of  the  present  members.  No  fees  are  paid  on  their  admission. 

6.  The  Officers  of  the  Corporation,  besides  the  sovereign,  are, 

The  Deputy  Sovereign, 

The  Town  Clerk, 

The  Seijeant  at  Mace, 

Jailor, 

Pound  Keeper, 

Billet  Master,  and 
Weighmaster. 

7.  The  Deputy  Sovereign  is  now  established  as  a permanent  officer  of  the  corporation,  and 
the  present  deputy  has  held  the  office  for  15  years,  though  he  goes  through  the  form  of  an 
annual  election.  He,  as  well  as  the  sovereign,  must  be  taken  from  amongst  the  burgesses. 
He  is  elected  annually  by  the  whole  corporate  body  on  the  same  day  as  the  sovereign,  being 
first  proposed  .by  the  sovereign.  He  discharges  all  the  duties  of  the  sovereign,  and  has  a 
salary  of  £20  Irish  a-year. 

All  the  other  officers  are  elected  annually  on  the  same  day,  and  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
deputy  sovereign,  and  in  practice  the  same  persons  are  continued  in  office  during  life. 

8.  The  Town  Clerk  keeps  the  corporation  hooks,  and  attends  the  annual  meetings.  He 
resides  at  a distance  from  the  borough,  and  has  no  other  duties  to  perform.  His  salary  is  £8 
a year. 

9.  The  Serjeant  at  Mace  attends  the  court  held  in  the  borough,  and  has  the  execution  of  its 
decrees,  upon  each  of  which  he  has  a fee  of  Is.  His  salary  is  £4  a year.  The  same  person 
is  also  gaoler  and  pound  keeper.  From  the  former  office  he  has  no  emoluments,  and  from 
the  latter  only  the  usual  fees. 

10.  The  Weighmaster  keeps  a public  beam  and  scales  within  the  town.  He  has  no  emolu- 
ments but  the  fees  on  weighing,  which  are  paid  only  by  such  persons  as  choose  to  employ 
him. 

The  salaries  of  all  the  above  officers  are  paid  by  Mr.  Richard  Oliver  Gascoigne  under  an 
arrangement  with  the  corporation  hereinafter  mentioned. 

11.  The  sovereign  is  a Justice  of  the  Peace  within  the  borough,  but  not  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  magistrates  of  the  county  of  Limerick,  who  hold  a Court  of  Petty  Session; 
within  the  town.  The  sovereign  sits  with  the  county  magistrates  when  matters  arising  within 
the  borough  are  discussed,  but  does  not  act  as  a county  magistrate. 

12.  A Court  is  held  before  the  sovereign,  or  deputy  sovereign,  the  latter  of  whom  only 
of  late  years  has  sat.  It  is  in  the  nature  of  a Court  of  Conscience,  and  exercises  jurisdiction  to  the 
amount  of  40s.  in  causes  arising  within  the  borough.  The  court  is  held  once  a fortnight,  and 
the  average  number  of  cases  heard,  is  six  on  eacn  court  day.  The  proceedings  are  bv  sum- 
mons. Both  plaintiff  and  defendant  are  examined  upon  oath,  and  the  sovereign  decides 
without  a jury,  and  enforces  his  decrees  by  warrant  against  the  goods  of  the  defendant.  Tm 
costs  of  the  proceedings  up  to  a decree  are  3s.  6 cl.  The  Hundred  Court,  granted  by  die  charter, 
is  not  now  held. 


13.  The  only  Police  in  the  town  are  a party  of  the  county  constables.  The  streets  are 
repaired  by  grand  jury  presentments. 

There  are  no  local  charities  in  the  town,  nor  have  the  corporation  any  patronage  whatsoever. 


14.  The  borough  of  Kilmallock  furnishes  a remarkable  instance,  among  many 


others,  of 


nmuouwn  auiuuura  cx  icuiai&ouic  xuaiauw,  cuuui'g  — j , • 

the  manner  in  which  corporations  in  Ireland  were,  in  the  process  of  time,  diverted  from  t 
original  purpose  of  public  benefit  to  the  exclusive  advantage  of  individuals,  who  either  by 
possession  of  property  in  the  town,  or  through  the  prudent  management  of  other  me  - 
acquired  an  ascendency  in  them. 

Besides  the  property  granted  by  the  charter  of  Elizabeth,  hereinbefore  mentioned,  the  C0I^"_ 
ration  of  Kilmallock  were  at  one  time  possessed  of  land  and  premises  near  the  town  °‘ C(l^ 
derable  extent,  in  the  whole  above  200  acres,  and  now  producing  more  than  £600  a-} 
ot  a fair  in  the  town  with  the  usual  tolls.  Of  the  entire  of  this  property,  while  in  the  p 
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of  tenants  under  determinable  leases,  they,  in  the  year  1776,  granted  a lease  to  the  Ri<dit  K1LMALL0CK- 

Honourable  Silver  Oliver  for  three  lives,  with  covenant  for  perpetual  renewal,  reserving  a rent. 

of  £32  8s.  late  Irish  currency,  yearly,  and  a renewal  fine  of  £5  on  the  fall  of  each  life.  The 

alleged  consideration  for  this  lease,  was  a sum  of  £150,  which,  as  stated  in  the  deed,  was  the 

amount  of  certain  debts  due  by  the  corporation  to  divers  persons,  which  Mr.  Oliver  had  agreed 

to  pay.  The  interest  under  this  lease  was  afterwards  devised  by  Mr.  Oliver  to  his  thiref  son. 

Silver  Oliver,  who  is  now  in  possession  of  the  lands,  and  his  large’ estates  in  the  neighbourhood 

descended  to  his  eldest  son,  Mr.  Richard  Oliver,  now  Mr.  Richard  Oliver  Gascoigne,  who  also 

succeeded  to  the  influence  which  his  father  had  ppssessed  in  the  corporation,  and  by  means 

thereof  nominated  the  Members  for  the  borough  in  the  Irish  Parliament  up  to  the  passing  of 

the  Act  of  Union,  and  received  the  sum  of  £15,000  as  Compensation,  when  by  that  measure’the  Union  Compensa- 

right  was  taken  away.  tion. 

During  all  this  period,  from  the  execution  of  the  lease  of  1776,  the  rent  of  £82  8.5.  reserved 
by  it  had  been  paid  by  Mr.  Silver  Oliver  to  the  corporation,  but  as  it  was  considered  that  after 
the  Union  that  body  would  be  useless,  and  might,  therefore,  be  permitted  to  become  extinct, 
it  became  necessary  to  consider  how  the  rent  should  be  disposed  of.  Accordingly  a case  was 
laid  before  counsel  by  Mr.  Gascoigne’s  solicitor,  for  directions  as  to  what  was  to  be  done  on 
this  occasion.  He  advised  that  if  the  corporation  were  permitted  to  become  extinct,  all  the 
property  belonging  to  it  would  lapse  to  the  Crown,  to  prevent  which,  it  would  be  prudent,  lest 
fortuitously  by  neglecting  to  fill  up  vacancies  such  an  event  should  occur,  that  the  corpora- 
tion should  make  a conveyance  of  their  property  to  Mr.  Gascoigne,  by  whom,  whilst  the  cor- 
poration was  kept  up,  it.  might,  he  applied  as  theretofore  in  the  payment  of  the  salaries  of  the 
corporate  officers,  or  otherwise  in  trust  for  the  corporation.  Under  this  opinion  it  was  deter- 
mined to  act,  and  on  the  6th  of  October  1800,  a meeting  of  the  corporation  was  held,  at  which 
it  was  ordered  that  a fee  farm  grant,  should  be  made  by  the  corporation  to  Richard  Oliver,  Esq. 
of  the  lands  of  Kilmalloek  Hill,  Quarry  Hill,  and  the  several  other  lands,  the  estate  of  the 
corporation,  which  were  theretofore  demised  by  them  to  the  Right  Honourable  Silver  Oliver, 
subject  to  the  said  lease,  and  the  covenant  therein  contained,  at  the  rent  of  a peppercorn,  if 
demanded ; and  that  the  town  clerk  should  prepare  a deed  accordingly,  to  which  deed,  and  a 
counterpart  thereof,  it  was  further  ordered  that  the  corporation  seal  should  be  affixed!  Tile- 
above  order  was  entered  on  the  corporation  book,  and,  according  to  the  usual  practice,  was 
signed  by  the  sovereign  and  ten  other  burgesses,  all  of  them  near  relatives,  or  friends,  of  Mr- 
Richard  Oliver  Gascoigne ; amongst  whom  was  Lord  Clare,  the  then  Chancellor  of  Ireland, 
who,  it  appears,  by  another  entry  in  the  corporation  books,  was  that  same  day  nominated  of  the 
council  by  the  sovereign,  and  sworn  into  office. 

Pursuant  to  this  order  a deed  of  conveyance  .was  prepared  by  Richard  Oliver  Gascoigne’s 
solicitor,  also  one  of  the  burgesses,  whereby  the  corporation  granted  all  their  interest  in  the 
lands  to  Mr.  Gascoigne  for  ever,  subject  to  the  peppercorn  rent,  if  demanded;  but  no  stipula- 
tion was  introduced  for  the  payment  of  the  corporate  officers,  nor  any  other  trust  declared  as  to 
the  property.  The  conveyance  was  made  absolutely  to  Mr.  Gascoigne  without  any  reference 
to  any  such  conditions,  though  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  grant  was  made  in  consequence  of 
an  agreement  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Gascoigne,  entered  into  with  some  members  of  the  corporation 
to  tms  effect;  and,  by  an  order  made  at.  the  next  annual  meeting  on  the  5th  of  October  1801, 
the  fee  farm  grant  so  prepared  was  duly  executed.  Though  the  grant  to  Mr.  Gascoigne  is 
thus  absolute,  he  has,  ever  since  the  making  of  it,  continued  regularly  to  pay  the  salaries 
of  the  corporate  officers,  amounting  together  to  the  sum  of  £57  Irish  a year;  hut  for  the 
residue  of  the  rent  of  £82  8s.  payable  under  the  lease,  being  the  sum  of  £25  8s.  Irish 
jearly,  he  has  never  in  any  manner  accounted  with  the  corporation,  nor  has  he  at  anv  time 
been  called  upon  to  do  so. 

It  is  stated  that  this  sum  is  expended  by  Mr.  Gascoigne  in  the  repairs  of  a building  in  the 
own,  where  the  meetings  of  the  corporation  are  held,  in  the  payment  of  a schoolmaster,  and  in 
some  other  local  expenses  of  a public  nature. 

- o account,  however,  of  this  expenditure  is  kept ; it  is  made  entirely  at  the  discretion  of  Mr.. 

Gascoigne,  or  his  agent,  and  the  particulars  of  it  laid  before  us,  would  not  countervail  the- 

rP  us  renb  though  it  was  stated  to  us  that  upon  an  average  of  a series  of  years  they  do  so. 

There  are  some  acres  of  land  called  commons,  near  the  town,  which  formerly  were  of  the 
possessions  of  the  corporation.  The  devisee  of  the  interest  under  the  lease  of  1776,  at  one  time,. 

, them  as  part  of  the  property  demised  thereby.  Another  claim  was  also  put 

i , rc  Richard  Oliver  Gascoigne,  under  his  conveyance,  and  the  corporation  conceiving  they 
ta  'yhh  all  their  property  by  those  deeds,  did  not  interfere.  Persons  taking  advan- 

ce o this  dispute,  settled  on  the  commons,  and  built  house 


_ houses  thereon.  It  appeared  to  us,  that 

commons  did  not  pass  by  either  of  those  deeds,  and  still  are  the  property  of  the  corpo- 


these 

ratio  i*ui  jjaas  uy  turner  oi  muse  ueeus,  au 

• and  in  such  opinion,  the  above-named  claimants  seem  now  to  acquiesce,  yet  no  preceed- 
a'e  °eea  *.aken  to  dispossess  the  persons  who  took  possession  of  them.  The  only  other 
^ i y remaining  to  the  corporation,  is  the  ancient  castle,  in  which  its  meetings  are.  held, 
them,  ^ a'rs  are  annually  in  the  town,  and  a weekly  Market,  and  tolls  are  taken  at  Fairs  and 
The  ■ l?^6  °^t^ese>  however,  is  the  ancient  fair  mentioned  in  the  charter  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  Market. 

ar®  held  under  a modern  patent  granted  to  the  corporation  in  the  second  year  of  George  IV. 
pajdb*  Mnh0Ugh  *n  t^le  name  °f  the  corporation,  was  taken  out,  and  the  expense  of  it 
it  with  '-'babies  Deane  Oliver,  another  brother  of  Mr.  Gascoigne,  and  the  fairs  granted  by 
for  a n ■ , s'  "’ere  immediately  after  the  grant  of  them  assigned  by  the  corporation  to  him 
Thp°fDri  Cons'deration,  and  are  now  received  by  bis  widow, 
oils  are  small  in  amount,  and  of  little  value. 
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Statistical 

Details. 


1 6 The  following  Table  shows  the  state  of  this  town  in  the  year  1831 : 

^Population : males,  570  ; females,  643.  Total  1,213. 

Occupations,  viz.  ....  pri 

Families  chiefly  employed  in  agriculture  * by 

Families  chiefly  employed  in  trade,  manufactures,  and  handicraft  102 
Families  not  comprised  in  the  above  two  classes,  - - 60 

Houses  inhabited  - ------  198 

Ditto  uninhabited  - - - * " 2 

The  population  of  the  entire  town  and  liberties  was  then  - 2833 

There  is  no  trade  or  commerce  here  beyond  the  retail  of  ordinary  articles  to  the  farmers  and 
peasantry  of  the  neighbourhood.  The  people  of  the  town  have  no  interest  in,  and  derive  no 
benefit  from,  the  existence  of  the  corporation,  which  appears  to  be  kept  up  merely  on  account 
of  the  salaries  paid  to  the  officers. 

ACHESON  LYLE,  \r-. 
PHILIP  FOGARTY,}  Commmu>nen. 

N B.  Inquiry  held  in  Kilmallock  on  the  18th  and  19th  days  of  September  1833,  and  further 
examination  of  a witness  had  in  Dublin  on  the  17th  and  ISth  days  of  January  1834. 
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BOROUGH  OF  KINSALE. 


THE  corporation  of  Kinsale  seems  to  have  existed  by  prescription. 

1.  The  earliest  Charter  in  the  possession  of  the  corporation  is  one  bearing  date  the  10th  of 
May,  in  the  thirty-first  year  of  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  whereby  it  appears  that  a charter  was 
granted  on  the  7th  January,  7 Edward  III.  (a.d.  1334,  35.) 

° That  charter  of  Edward  III.  grants  that  the  burgesses  and  commons  of  Kinsale  may  elect 
from  amongst  the  burgesses,  yearly,  one  honest  burgess  of  the  said  town  to  be  sovereign,  and 
that  he  should  have  a mace  carried  before  him ; and  that  the  custom  of  all  customable0  things 
should  be  collected  and  received  by  the  sovereign,  in  like  manner  as  the  mayor  and  commons 
of  the  city  of  Cork,  from  time  to  time,  do  collect  and  receive  the  like ; and  that  such  customs, 
when  received,  should  be  expended  from  time  to  time  in  repairing  the  walls  of  the  said  town! 
saving  to  his  Majesty  the  custom  of  cocket ; and  that  the  accounts  should  be  made  before  two 
honest  and  discreet  burgesses,  to  be  chosen  from  year  to  year  by  the  commons  of  the  town,  and 
in  default  of  the  accounts  being  so  taken , that  they  should  be  made  before  and  taken  by  the  Earl 
of  Desmond  for  the  time  being,  on  behalf  of  the  town,  and  not  in  the  Exchequer. 

It  further  grants  that  the  sovereign  should  have  full  cognizance  of  all  pleas,  as  well  of  the 
tenures  of  lands  within  the  said  town  and  liberties  and  suburbs  thereof,  as  of  trespass,  covenants, 
debts,  accounts,  and  other  contracts  whatsoever  therein  arising,  to  whatsoever  sums  they  should 
amount,  and  the  execution  of  the  said  pleas. 

It  also  grants  to  the  sovereign  the  assize  of  bread  and  custody,  &c.  of  weights  and  measures, 
and  ail  other  things,  to  the  office  of  clerk  of  the  market  and  of  measures  and  weights  belonging, 
to  the  exclusion  of  any  other  clerk  of  the  market  or  minister  of  his  Majesty,  and  that  the  sovereign 
should  have  all  jurisdictions  belonging  to  the  office  of  escheator,  keeper  of  the  peace,  or  admiral 
of  the  town  or  liberties  thereof,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other  persons  presuming  to  exercise  those 
offices ; and  that  all  profits  of  forfeitures  and  escheats  should  be  converted  to  the  use  of  the 
town  without  any  account  to  be  rendered  to  the  Exchequer. 

It  further  grants  that  no  foreign  merchant  should  have  authority  to  deal  with  any  person 
within  the  said  town,  unless  with  such  as  are  freemen;  and  that  the  sovereign  and  com- 
monalty might  once  a year  make  as  many  freemen  as  they  should  think  fit,  and  that  the  sove- 
reign, burgesses,  and  commonalty  should  enjoy  tlieir  franchises  within  certain  specified  limits, 
viz.,  from  a rock  called- Bulman  Rock  and  White  Bay  unto  Inoshannane  in  porta  mavis  usque 
fineui  aquee  tam  clulcis  quam  sola ; and  it  gives  power  to  the  sovereign,  burgesses,  and  com- 
monalty, once  a year,  to  assemble  and  make  constitutions  and  ordinances  for  the  government 
of  the  town. 

.That  charter  was  recited  in  and  ratified  and  confirmed  by  an  Act  of  a Parliament,  held  at 
Limerick,  in  the  22  Edw.  III.,  with  a condition  that  two  of  the  burgesses  living  in  the  town 
should  be  appointed,  one  by  the  Lord  Coursey  and  the  other  by  the  town,  who  should  see  the 
customs,  revenues,  and  profits  of  the  town  expended  upon  its  walls  and  fortresses. 

Tlie  above  Act  was  exemplified  by  patent  of  the  15th  February,  22  Edw.  III.  (a.d.  1348,  49) ; 
and  the  charter  of  Elizabeth  contains  aninspeximus  of  that  exemplification. 

. ®y  charter  of  the  2Sth  January,  5 Rich.  II.  (a.d.  1381,)  enrolled  in  Chancery,  (Rot.  Pat. 
o Ric.  II.  p.  1,  m.  6,  d.)  the  custody  of  the  King’s  petty  custom,  arising  from  goods  exported 
from  the  town,  was  committed  to  the  provost  and  commons,  to  hold  so  long  as  the  same  custom 
should  pertain  to  the  King,  according  to  a grant  lately  made  in  a Parliament  held  at  Dublin, 
priding  ten  marks  yearly ; and  on  the  same  roll  (art.  193)  the  sheriff  of  Cork,  collector  of 
said  custom,  was  commanded  to  permit  the  provost  and  commons  to  dispose  of  the  said  ciistom 
at  their  pleasure. 

1^%. a charter  of  the  23d  May,  12  Rich.  II.  (a.d.  1389,)  enrolled  in  Chancery,  (Rot.  Claus. 

- Kjc.  II.  m.  22,  d.)  the  King  exonerated  during  pleasure  the  commons  of  Kinsale  (the 
own  being  in  the  marches  among  the  Irish  enemies  and  English  rebels)  from  attendance  on 
wards,  musters,  and  parliaments. 

,0n  ,a  °f  Chancery,  remaining  in  the  Exchequer,  (Rot.  mem.  _ »)  the  Date  of 

o , IS  destroyed,  is  a grant  to  the  provost,  &c.,  for  murage,  of  certain  specified  customs  on 
goods  for  sale  coming  to  the  town,  or  to  the  port  of  Endelford,  pertaining  to  it. 

T^e  charter  of  Elizabeth,  which  does  not  appear  on  record,  confirms  all  their  former 
I™  i eges,  and  regrants  to  them  by  the  name  of  the  sovereign  and  commons  of  the  town  of 
e’,  Unds,  rents,  tenements,  and  ecclesiastical  advowsons,  to  the  corporation  or  their 
parish  church  theretofore  granted,  with  power  to  take  and  acquire  other  lands  not  exceeding 
Jr,,!?/3?  a yeav’  and  after  stating  the  limits  of  their  jurisdiction  by  sea  and  water,  as 
by  the  charter  of  Edward,  it  grants  that  those  limits  should  extend  by  water  and  sea 

It  tt, 6 F°1Unc^1  and  on  every  part,  beyond  the  extended  limits  and  bounds, 
land  t “^distinctly  the  bounds  by  land, gives  power  to  perambulate,  and  grants  that  all 
gg  ’.  c'3  within  the  limits,  and  the  residents  therein,  shall  be  under  the  government  of  the 

M^CJ1  other  officers  of  Kinsale;  and  it  grants  power  to  them  to  appoint  a customer,  or 


KINSALE. 


Charters. 

7 Edward  III. 


22  Edward  III. 

5 Richard  II. 

12  Richard  II. 

Of  uncertain  Date. 
31st  Elizabeth. 
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1 James  I. 


7 James  I. 


8 James  I. 


19  James  I. 


Charles  I. 


collector  of  customs,  who  should  be  also  searcher,  examiner,  and  gauger  in  all  ports,  bays,  and 
creeks,  from  the  Old  Head  to  the  Dorseys,  and  should  collect,  all  customs  within  those  limit* 
rendering  an  account  to  the  Exchequer ; and  that  the  sovereign  and  commons  should  have  ali 
the  jurisdiction,  liberties,  usages,  and  franchises,  in  all  the  said  ports,  creeks,  and  bays,  which 
to  the  office  of  admiral  or  any  other  office  doth  belong,  as  they  previously  exercised,  used,  and 
enjoyed  the  same. 

'It  further  grants  that  the  sovereign  and  recorder,  associating  to  themselves  two  of  the 
ancient  burgesses,  should  be  justices  for  the  conservation  of  the  peace  and  of  gaol  delivery,  in 
all  offences,  (treasons  declared  by  the  25th  Edward  III.  only  excepted,)  so  as  to  exclude  the 
justices  of  the.  county  of  Cork,  and  all  other  justices ; and  that  the  sovereign  and  commons 
should  have  a gaol  in  the.  town,  and  that  the  serjeants  at.  mace  should  act  as  sheriff  in  the 
borough  sessions.  It  further  grants  a market  on  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday,  and  a fair  on 
St.  Bartholomew’s  day  and  the  three  following  days,  the  sovereign  to  be  clerk  of  the  market  and 
o-overnor  of  the  fairs  of  the  town,  and  to  hold  a Court  of  Pie  Poudre. 

° This  charter  further  granted  the  cocket  of  hides,  and  an  annual  rent  of  £3  6s.  8 d.  issuing 
out  of  Coursey’s  Country,  vested  in  the  Crown  on  the  attainder  of  the  Earl  of  Desmond,  for  a 
term  of  31  years,  to  be  expended  on  the  fortifications  of  the  town. 

A letter  of  James  I.  to  the  lord  deputy  and  council  of  Ireland,  dated  28th  of  October 
1603,  (enrolled  in  Chancery  in  Rot.  Pat.  1 James  I.  p.  1,  m.  29,  d.)  after  reciting  that  after 
the  forfeiture  of  the  charters  and  privileges  of  Kinsale  by  reason  of  the  Spaniard  being  there, 
their  charter  and  ensigns  were  restored  to  the  inhabitants  by  his  Majesty’s  letters  to  the  lord 
president  of  Munster,  reserving,  however,  such  franchises  and  privileges  as  might  be  found  over 
large  and  immoderate,  and  that  in  particular  all  privileges  granted  to  them  in  Coursey’s 
Country  by  late  charters  were  reserved,  directed  that  the  rent  of  five  marks  (£3  6s.  8d.) 
issuing  out  of  Coursey’s  Country,  which  had  been  granted  by  the  charter  of  31  Elizabeth  to 
the  corporation  of  Kinsale,  should  be  granted  to  the  Lord  Coursey  and  his  heirs  for  ever. 

A charter  granted  by  James  I.,  dated  on  the  24th  day  of  February,  in  the  seventh  year  of  his 
reign,  1608,  9,  (enrolled  Rot.  Pat.  7 Jac.  I.  p.  3,  m.  9,  d.  Rol.  No.  16,)  confirms  to  the  sovereign 
and  commons  of  Kinsale  all  their  former  privileges,  whether  enjoyed  by  prescription  or  by  virtue 
of  any  letters  patent,  or  of  any  Act  of  Parliament,  or  by’ any  other  lawful  right  or  title; 
reserving,  however,  his  petty  customs  of  3cZ.  in  the  £1  on  all  merchandise  imported  or  exported 
by  any  foreign  merchant ; and  also  , his  great  custom  of  cocket.  and  also  the  custom  of  poundage, 
or  the  payment  of  12d.  in  the  £1  on  all  merchandise  imported  or  exported,  whether  by  native 
or  foreign  merchants ; and  also,  saving  all  lands,  tenements,  &c.,  and  all  franchises,  privileges, 
immunities,  & c.,  of  John  Lord  Coursey,  within  the  said  town  and  its  franchises : provided  also, 
that,  the  said  sovereign  and  commons  should  not  enter  or  exercise  any  jurisdiction  within  his 
castle  or  fort  of  Castlepai'k,  or  the  peninsula  in  which  said  fort  was  built,  or  exercise  any 
jurisdiction  within  the  port  of  Kinsale,  or  any  bay  or  creek  to  the  said  fort  belonging;  but 
that  full  power  in  said  port  should  remain  in  the  constable  of  the  said  fort  for  the  time  being, 
any  use,  prohibition,  or  custom,  or  any  other  thing,  cause,  or  matter  to  the  contrary,  notwith- 
standing. 


The  charter  then  grants  power  to  the  sovereign  and  commons  to  meet  together  and  make 
bye-laws,  and  thereby  to  tax  the  inhabitants  of  said  town  and  its  liberties  in  reasonable  sums 
for  the  expense  of  the  walls  of  the  said  town,  as  it  should  to  them  seem  expedient,  so  that  same, 
however,  should  be  expended  for  no  private  purpose  whatsoever,  but  solely  for  the  repairs  of 
the  walls ; and,  after  reciting  the  calamities  brought  on  said  town  by  the  occupation  thereof  by 
the  Spaniards,  it  grants  to  said  sovereign  and  commons  an  annual  rent  of  £20  English,  to  be 
paid  by  the  vice  treasurer  of  Ireland  out  of  the  royal  composition  on  the  cantred  of  Kinnaleign 
and  Coursey’s  Country,  for  the  use  of  the  said  sovereign  and  commons,  and  their  successors, 
for  the  term  of  21  years : provided  always,  that  same  sjiould  be  applied  to  the  advantage  of  the 
public,  and  not  for  any  private  puipose.  It  also  grants  two  fail’s,  one  to  be  held  on  Whitsun 
Monday  and  four  days  following,  and  the  other  on  the  feast  of  St.  Simon  and  St.  Jude,  and 
four  days  following,  with  a Court  of  Pie  Poudre,  and  all  tolls,  & c.,  reserving  a rent  of  lu»- 
per  year.  These  fairs  are  not  now  held. 

Another  charter  was  granted  by  James  I.,  bearing  date  the  3d  of  December,  in  the  eighth 
year  of  his  reign,  iG09,  (enrolled  Rot.  Pat.  8 Jac.  I.  p.  2,  m.  25,  d.  No.  .23,)  which,  with  the 
exception  of  the  grant  of  the  fairs,  which  it  omits,  is  almost  in  the  same  words  as  his  charter 
of  the  former  year. 

A charter  of  James  I.,  bearing  date  the  1st  of  May,  in  the  nineteenth  year  of  his  reign, 
(enrolled  in  Rot.  Pat.  19  Jac.  I.  p.  1,  m.  3,  No.  63,)  created  in  the  town  of  Kinsale  a corpo- 
ration by  the  name  of  “ The  Mayor,  Constables,  and  Society  of  Merchants  of  the  Staple,  an 
granted  them  very  extensive  privileges  in  the  woollen  trade,  licensing  them  to  buy  and  se 
certain  specified  articles  in  all  parts  of  Ireland,  and  in  certain  cities  and  towns  in  Englan  . 
which  were  the  staple  markets  for  the  sale  thereof. 

A charter  of  Charles  I.,  bearing  date  the  13th  March,  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  his  reign, 
(enrolled  in  Rot.  Pat.  14  Car.  I.  p.  1,  m.  16,)  in  consideration  of  £3  2s.  and  the  ren  s,  ^ 
granted  to  the  corporation,  by  the  title  of  “The  Sovereign,  Burgesses,  and  Commonalty 
Town  of  Kinsale,”  their  heirs  and  assigns  for  ever,  a certain  parcel  of  land  or  common,  ^ . 
Dromderrig,  (therein  also  called  the  Spital  Land,)  and  all  houses  and  edifices  on  ce  ^ 
premises  lying  on  the  north  side  of  Kinsale,  all  being  situate  in  the  barony  of  . 'Service 
county  of  Cork,  to  hold  the  first-mentioned  premises  of  the  King  himself  by  knight  ‘ 
and  the  yearly  rent  of  12s.  10 d.,  and  to  hold  the  last-mentioned  premises  ot  ^ 

of  that  fee  by  the  accustomed  services,  and  paying  6s.  per  year  to  his  Majesty,  his 
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successor?.  The  charter  contains  no  more  particular  description  of  the  premises  conveyed,  KINS  ALE. 
nor  any  direction  as  to  the  application  of  the  profits.  J 

James  II.  granted  a charter  to  this  town,  by  the  style  of  « The  Sovereign  and  Commons  of  James  II 
the  Town  of  Kinsale,”  bearing  date  the  3 5th  day  of  February,  in  the  foutli  year  of  his  reign, 

(enrolled  Rot.  Pat.  4 Jac.  II.  p.  3,  m.  26.)  This  charter,  like  the  other  charters  of  that 
monarch,  recited  a seizure  of  the  former  franchises  of  the  corporation  into  the  King’s  hands 
by  process  in  the  Exchequer,  and  remodels  the  corporation  altogether,  in  pursuance,  as  therein 
stated,  of  his  letter  of  privy  seal,  dated  at.  Windsor  the  20th  day  of  September,  in  the  third 
year  of  his  reign ; but.,  like,  other  such  charters,  has  no  operation. 

The  last  charter  granted  to  the  corporation  is  one  of  George  I,  bearing  date  the  eighth  day  George  I. 
of  March,  in  the  eighth  year  of  his  reign,  (Rot.  Pat.  8 Geo.  I.  p.  2,  m.  18.)  It  m-ants  two  fairs'  ■ ° 

one  to  be  held  on  every  23d  of  April  and  two  days  following,  and  the  other  °on  the  11th  of 
November  and  two  days  following.  Those  fairs  are  not  now  held. 

2.  The  Style  of  the  corporation  is,a.t  present,  “ The  Sovereign,  Burgesses,  and  Commonalty  Style, 
of  the  Town  of  Kinsale.”  In  the  charters  of  Elizabeth,  James  I.,  and  James  II.  it  is  styled, 

" The  Sovereign  and  Commons  of  the  Town  of  Kinsale.”  The  present  title  was  first  used  in 
the  charter  of  Charles  I.,  and  was  repeated  in  that  of  George  I.  In  writs  of  parliamentary 
summonses  and  estreats  of  fines,  of  various  dates,  (48  Edward  III.,  18  Richard  II., 28  Henry  VI., 

2 Elizabeth,)  they  appear  to  have  borne  the  various  styles  of  “ Sovereign  and  Bailiffs,”  “ Provost 
and  Bailiffs,”  and  “ Sovereign  and  Provosts.” 


3.  The  local  Limits  of  the  borough  by  land,  as  laid  down  by  the  charter  of  Elizabeth,  are  Limits; 
still  observed,  viz.,  “ one  mile  and  half  from  every  part  by  land  from  the  walls  of  the  said  town, 

and  not  further,  namely,  from  the  town  aforesaid  to  the  north  part  of  the  territory  of  Coolcarrin 
and  Glaimknocknegeoll  to  the  north,  unto  the  old  court  of  Glauutavilline  and  Courtafourteen, 
beyond  the  water  and  passage  of  Kinsale  to  the  south,  from  Bellgowley  and  Prehane,  on  the 
east  part,  unto  the  church  of  Downderrow  and  the  water  of  Glassheen  on  the  west.”  But 
there  is  considerable  difficulty  as  to  the  limits  by  water ; the  charter  of  Elizabeth  says,  in  the 
first  place,  that  their  limits  shall  extend  one  mile  by  sea  and  water  beyond  the  extended  limits 
as  <riven  by  the  charter  of  Edward  III.,  which  were  towards  the  sea  from  a certain  rock  called 
Bulman’s  Rock  and  White  Bay  unto  Inoshannane  in  portu  maris  usque  finem  aquee  tarn 
dulds  quam  salcc.  But,  because  in  a subsequent  part  of  the  charter  it  gives  the  right  of  appoint- 
ing certain  revenue  officers,  and  the  jurisdiction  of  admiral  over  a great  extent  of  coast,  viz., 

“from  the  Old  Head  of  Kinsale  to  the  Dorseys,  and  that  the  sovereign  aud  commons  shall  have 
and  use  all  jurisdictions  to  the  office  of  admiral  or  any  other  office  belonging  within  these  limits, 
as  anciently  used  and  enjoyed,”  the  judges  of  the  civil  Record  Court  claim  and  actually  exer- 
cise the  right  to  seize  goods  in  all  ports,  bays,  and  creeks,  to  a distance  of  60  or  80  miles  to  the 
west  of  Kinsale,  as  far  as  the  island  of  Dorsey,  under  the  process  of  attachment  from  their  court. 

We  think  that  they  mistake  the  jurisdiction  thus  granted  by  the  charters  over  that  extended  line 
of  coast ; and  that  the  process  of  the  court  only  reaches  by  sea  to  a mile  beyond  Bulman’s  Rock 
and  White  Bay,  according  to  the  charter  of  Elizabeth. 

4.  The  corporation  is  composed  of  a Sovereign,  Burgesses,  and  Freemen.  Classes. 


5.  The  Sovereign  is  elected  at.  a Court,  of  D’Oyer  Hundred,  on  the  day  appointed  by  the  Sovereign, 
statute  of  Charles  II.  and  “New  Rules,”  from  amongst  the  burgesses,  and  if  he  be  approved  of  by 

the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Privy  Council,  is  sworn  into  office  on  the  29th  of  September.  The  same 
person  has  been  elected  for  several  successive  years,  which  practice,  in  1810,  was  decided  by  the 
Court  of  King’s  Bench  to  be  legal,  on  a motion  to  show  cause  why  a writ  of  quo  warranto  should 
not  issue  against  the  then  sovereign. 

6.  The  Patron  of  the  borough  was  the  late  Lord  De  Clifford ; he  was  always  in  his  life-  Patron, 
lime  consulted  as  to  the  person  to  be  appointed  sovereign,  and  his  wishes  were  always  adopted  : 

but  since  his  death,  about  twelve  months  ago,  his  representatives  have  not  interfered. 

The  Sovereign  is  a justice  of  the  peace  within  the  borough,  and  also  of  the  county  of  Cork  Sovereign, Duties  of. 
by  charter.  He  holds  a Court  of  Conscience  and  a Court  of  Record,  and,  with  the  recorder  and 
two  associate  justices,  the  general  sessions  of  oyer  and  terminer  for  the  town  and  liberties. 

, e p atso  coroner  and  billet-master  in  the  town,  and  as  head  of  the  corporation  presides  in 
e Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred,  and  in  the  council,  and  convenes  special  meetings  of  both  those 
belies,  and  has  the  custody  of  one  of  the  three  keys  of  the  chest  in  which  the  archives  of 
ne  corporation  are  preserved. 

The  Salary  of  the  sovereign  is  £50  Irish  per  annum,  and  he  has  certain  other  emoluments.  Salary  of. 

Tlz* : ^ allowed  £10  Irish  p er  annum  for  attending  the  two  assizes  of  the  county : he 

i during  his  year  of  office  to  draw  on  the  chamberlain  ten  orders  for  19s.  6 d.  each, 

. eicg  £9  15s.  Irish,  to  reimburse  himself  for  incidental  expenses:  he  has  certain  fees  in  the 
curt  of  Record  and  Court  of  Conscience : he  is  entitled  to  a barrel  of  coals  and  barrel  of  salt.  Emoluments  of. 
u o each  cargo  of  those  articles  discharged  at  the  port ; to  a certain  portion  of  herrings, 
ys  ers’  an<l  fruit,  brought  from  any  place  beyond  the  limits  and  sold  in  the  town ; and  is 
Bartkol  ^ corPoration  to  take  to  his  own  use  the  tolls  of  the  annual  fair  of  St. 


^ uumber  of  Burgesses  is  unlimited,  further  than  that  they  should  not  be  less  than  12.  Burgesses,  Election 
in  a hr*6  ^eCtec^  ^or  at  meetings  of  the  council  convened  for  the  purpose.  Their  Privileges,  of. 
and  ltl0n  to.tboae  °f  freemen,  are,  that  they  are  members  Of  the  council,  and  that  the  sovereign  Privileges  of. 
q ,.fi°  ^sociate  justices,  called  ancient  burgesses,  must  be  taken  from  their  number.  The  only 

i cation  required  in  a person  to  be  elected  a burgess  is,  that  he  should  be  a freeman.  They  Qualification  of. 
sworn  m at  any  subsequent  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred  after  their  election,  and  pay  the  same 
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fees  as  freemen  to  the  town  clerk,  the  two  serjeants  at  mace,  and  the  serjeant.  of  the  liberties. 
The  patron  of  the  borough,  in  his  lifetime,  was  also  consulted  as  to  the  persons  to  be  elected  bur- 
gesses, and  his  wishes  adopted.  A considerable  degree  of  relationship  prevails  amongst  them. 

8.  All  Freemen  are  now  admitted  by  favour,  and  are  elected  at  a council  composed  of  the 
sovereign,  burgesses,  and  common  speaker,  convened  by  special  summons  of  the  sovereign 
•24  hours  before  the  time  of  holding  the  council.  It  requires  12  members  at  the  least  to  form 
a council;  no  qualification  of  residence  or  otherwise  is  necessary;  and  the  persons  admitted 
were,  during  the  life  of  the  late  Lord  De  Clifford,  always  nominated  or  approved  of  by  him. 
Freemen  are  exempt  from  the  payment  of  gateage  tolls,  and  are  all  members  of  the  Court  of 
D’Oyer  Hundred,  and  the  burgesses  must  be  chosen  from  amongst  them.  They  elect  a 
common  speaker  from  their  own  body  to  represent  them  in  the  council,  and  being  resident  within 
seven  miles,  and  duly  registered,  are  entitled  to  vote  at.  elections  for  the  Member  of  Parliament 
for  the  borough. 

The  Fees  payable  by  persons  on  admission  ai’c  £1  Is.  to  the  town  clerk,  5s.  to  the  first  serjeant 
at  mace,  2s.  6 d,  to  the  second  serjeant  at  mace,  and  2s.  6 cl.  to  the  serjeant  of  the  liberties. 
They  also  pay  the  stamp  duty. 

Though  Freemen  are  now  admitted  only  by  grace,  it  appeal’s,  by  entries  in  the  corporation 
books,  that  apprentices  of  freemen  and  sons  of  freemen  were  formerly  admitted,  of  Right,  to  the 
freedom  of  the  town.  Those  rights  appear  also  to  be  confirmed  by  bye-laws,  enacted  in  the 
year  1659,  and  it  also  appears  by  them  that  the.  sovereign,  during  his  year  of  office,  was  entitled 
to  nominate  one  person  to  the  freedom.  These  bye-laws  weve  repealed  by  a subsequent  one  of 
the  1st  October  1733,  yet  these  rights  continued  to  be  recognised  with  occasional  interruptions 
until  the  2d  October  1749,  when  a bye-law  was  passed  enacting  that  none  should  be  admitted 
to  the  freedom  but  those  approved  of  by  the  council.  In  the  year  1804  it  was  attempted  to 
establish  the  freedom  by  right  in  the  eldest  sons  of  freemen,  proceedings  were  taken  at  law  to 
enforce  an  admission,  and  one  case  was  brought,  to  trial.  The  jury,  however,  could  not  agree, 
a juror  was  withdrawn  by  consent,  and  the  question  has  not  been  brought  to  a second  trial. 
Lord  De  Clifford  paid  the  costs  of  defending  this  suit,  as  well  as  of  resisting  the  order  for  the 
quo  warranto  to  try  the  right  of  the  re-clection  of  the  sovereign  hereinbefore  mentioned. 

9.  The  Corporation  at  present  consists  of  63  persons,  of  whom  29  are  burgesses,  and  34  are 
freemen : of  the  burgesses  14,  and  of  the  freemen  16,  are  resident  in  the  town ; 4 more  of  the 
burgesses,  and  7 of  the  freemen,  are  resident  out  of  the  town,  but  within  7 statute  miles  of  it; 
the  other  1 1 burgesses  and  1 1 freemen  are.  resident  at  a greater  distance  than  7 statute  miles. 
Of  the  whole  63  there  is  only  one  Roman  Catholic,  who  was  admitted  in  October  1831. 

At  the  Election  of  freemen  in  October  1831,  89  persons  were  admitted  to  the  freedom,  of 
whom  14  were  Roman  Catholics,  and  t.he  rest  Protestants.  It  is  admitted  that  this  extensive 
addition  to  the  corporation  was  intended  as  a counterpoise  to  the  Reform  Bill  then  in  progress. 
All  the  Roman  Catholics  admitted  on  that  day  had  houses  in  the  town  of  sufficient  value  to 
confer  the  household  franchise ; of  the  Protestants  49  had  not ; and  had  the  persons  so  admitted 
thus  acquired  the  franchise,  a considerable  addition  to  the  political  strength  of  this  party  in  the 
town  would  have  been  thus  obtained;  but  the  Reform  Bill,  which  subsequently  passed,  having 
confined  the  right  of  voting  in  honorary  freemen  to  such  as  had  been  admitted  prior  to  March 
1831,  the  object  was  defeated,  and  in  consequence  none  of  this  large  number  then  admitted 
took  the  oaths,  except  one,  who  is  the  single  Roman  Catholic  member  of  the  corporation  above 
mentioned. 

10.  The  Council  consists  of  the  sovereign,  common  speaker,  and  burgesses ; and  it  has 
now,  according  to  the  bye-law  of  1749,  the  exclusive  power  of  electing  burgesses  and  freemen. 
Though  it  appears  by  some  entries  in  the  books  of  the  corporation  of  the  election  of  persons 
styled”  Counsellors,”  that  some  such  body  as  the  council  existed  at  an  early  period,  there  is  no 
trace  of  its  proceedings  as  a distinct,  body  until  the  year  1687,  when,  in  fact,  the  charter  of  the 
corporation  was  either  abrogated,  or  on  thfe  point  of  being  so,  by  proceedings  in  the  Court  of  Ex- 
chequer, and  when  it  appears  by  a recital  in  the  charter  of  James  II.  to  have  been  acting  under 
the  letter  for  the  granting  of  his  charter.  There  are  two  entries  of  that  year,  one  regulating  the 
mode  of  deciding  questions  in  the  council,  and  the  other  enacting,  that  no  person  should  be 
admitted  to  the  freedom  but  by  the  major  part  of  the  council ; but  though  the  recoi’ds  are  perfect 
from  1653,  these  are  the  only  entries  in  which  the  acts  of  the  council  are  detailed,  until  the  5th  of 
September  1723,  when  the  council  appears  by  an  entry  of  that  date  to  have  admitted  a number 
of  persons  to  the  freedom  of  its  own  authority,  and  a sovereign  appears  to  have  done  the  same  on 
the  8th  of  September  1725.  These  irregularities  were  occasionally  repeated  until  the  3d  o 
October  1726,  when  by  a resolution  of  the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred,  the  exclusive  right  of  that 
court  to  the  election  of  freemen,  pursuant  to  the  law  of  the  24th  of  October  1659,  was  confirmed. 
A struggle  appears  to  have  continued  between  the  council  and  the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred, 
from  that  time  until  the  30th  of  September  1734,  when  by  a bye-law  confirmed  in  the  Cou  ° 
D'Oyer  Hundred,  the  exclusive  right  of  the  council  to  elect  burgesses  and  freemen  was  es 
blislied,  and  such  right  has  continued  to  be  exercised  by  them  exclusively  up  to  the  present  time. 

1 1 . The  Court  of  D'Oyer  Hundred  is  a meeting  of  all  the  members  of  the  corporation. 
assembles  on  the  Monday  after  every  29th  of  September ; 24  members  of  the  court  are  Preri0Uf^ 
summoned  by  the  sovereign  to  form  the  grand  jury  of  the  court,  which  may  consist  of  any  nuni 
from  13  to  23  inclusive,  and  on  that  day  the  grand  jury  is  sworn  in;  the  court  then  adjou 
from  week  to  week.  All  the  business  of  the  court  is  transacted,  in  form,  by  being  present 
the  grand  jury  in  their  private  room,  and  subsequently  confirmed  in  the  Court  of  D Oyer 
dred.  When  a presentment  is  made,  any  freeman  can  traverse  it ; and  if  this  is  done,  the  trav 

.,is  entered  on  the  book  and  is  tried  by  the  whole  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred,  held  on  the  eiD 
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subsequent  clay.  It  is  then  either  confirmed  or  rejected  by  a majority  of  the  court.  By  this 
body,  so  constituted,  all  corporate  acts,  except  the  election  of  burgesses  and  freemen,  are 
transacted.  The  court  is  open  to  the  public.  The  foreman  of  the  grand  jury  has  the  custody 
of  one  of  the  three  keys  of  the  corporation  chest. 

12.  It  is  evident  from  what  has  been  stated  of  the  early  constitution  of  this  corporation.  Change  in  the 
that  it  was  based  on  popular  principles.  The  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred,  being  an  assembly  Constitution  of  the 
of  the  freemen  at  large,  possessed  the  power  of  admitting  freemen  and  electing  burgesses  and  LorPoratKm> 
other  corporate  officers,  and  through  the  medium  of  its  grand  jury,  of  performing  all  corpo- 
rate acts,  and  the  sons  and  apprentices  of  freemen  were  entitled  to  be  admitted  as  of  right ; but 

the  bye-laws  of  1734  and  1749  destroyed  this  popular  constitution  by  taking  away  all  rights  of 
admission  to  the  freedom,  and  vesting  the  power  of  making  freemen  and  electing  burgesses  in 
the  council,  a select  body,  composed  of  the  sovereign,  burgesses,  and  common  speaker  only.  The 
effect  of  this  change  was,  that  the  corporation  soon  after  became  closed  against  all  persons  but 
the  nominees  of  an  individual,  and  dissatisfaction  and  jealousy  have  been  generated  amongst  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town,  who  are  excluded  from  it. 

13.  The  Common  Speaker  is  elected  annually  at  the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred,  held  on  the  Common  .Speaker, 
first  Monday  after  Michaelmas.  He  represents  the  freemen  in  the  council.  The  same  obscurity 

exists  as  to  the  origin  of  this  office  as  with  respect  to  the  council ; he  has  no  emoluments. 

14.  The  other  Officers  of  the  corporation,  besides  the  Sovereign  and  Common  Speaker,  are — Officers. 

The  Recorder, 

The  Clerk  of  the  Crown, 

The  Town  Clerk, 

The  Clerk  of  the  Peace, 

The  Chamberlain, 

The  Secretary  to  the  Grand  Jury, 

Two  Serjeants  at  Mace, 

The  Water  Bailiff", 

The  Serjeant,  of  the  Liberties, 

The  Beadle, 

The  Pound  Keeper, 

The  Gaoler, 

The  Wcighmaster, 

The  Toll  Collector, 

The  Keeper  of  the  Green. 

15.  The  Recorder  is  elected  lor  life  in  the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred,  and  must  be  a barrister  The  Recorder, 
of  three  years’  standing,  under  a local  Act,  the  49  Geo.  III.  c.  76.  He  is  a justice  of  the  Election  of. 
peace  within  the  borough,  and  is  one  of  the  judges  of  the  Sessions  Court.  He  is  empowered 

also  under  that  Act  to  hold  the  Court  of  Record  with  or  without  the  sovereign.  His  Salary  is  20  Salal7  of- 
guineas  per  annum.  He  is  entitled  to  Fees  in  the  Court  of  Record,  but  in  practice  permits  them  Fees  of.  , 
to  be  taken  by  the  sovereign.  The  present  recorder  is  a practising  barrister,  residing  in  Dublin ; 
he  attends  the  sessions  when  he  is  informed  there  is  business  to  be  done,  and  had  occasion  to 
attend  only  once  previous  to  our  inquiry  from  the  time  he  was  sworn  into  office,  in  Septem- 
ber 1832. 

16.  The  Town  Clerk  is  elected  for  life.  He  is  also  clerk  of  the.  Crown  and  clerk  of  the  peace  Town  Clerk, 
for  the  town  and  liberties,  and  clerk  of  the  Court  of  Conscience.  He  attends  and  records  the  pro- 
ceedings at  inquests  held  before  the  sovereign  as  coroner,  and  is  attorney  and  solicitor  of  the 
corporation.  His  Duties  as  town  clerk  are  to  attend  the  meetings  of  the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hun-  Duties  of. 
drpd  and  council,  and  to  record  their  proceedings ; he  is  also  officer  of  the  Record  Court.  His 

duties  as  Clerk  of  the  Crown  and  clerk  of  the  peace  are  the  ordinary  duties  of  such  officers.  As  Clerk  of  the  Crown, 
town  clerk,  he  has  the  custody  of  the  current  council  book  and  presentment  book  of  the  Court  of 
D’Oyer  Hundred,  and  also  of  all  the  records  of  the  Court  of  Record,  and  of  the  books  of  the  Court 
of  Conscience.  As  Clerk  of  the  Peace,  he  has  the  custody  of  the  records  of  the  Sessions  Court  of  Clerk  of  Peace, 
the  town,  and  he  hokls  also,  as  town  clerk,  one  of  the  three  keys  of  the  chest  in  which  the  archives 
of  the  corporation  are  preserved.  The  Salary  of  the  town  clerk  is  24  guineas  per  annum.  He  Salary  of. 
has  Pees  in  the  Court  of  Record,  Quarter  Sessions  Court,  and  Court  of  Conscience,  and  on  the  Fees  of. 
admission  of  attorneys  to  practise  in  these  courts ; also  on  the  admission  of  freemen,  and  on 
the  promotion  of  freemen  to  the  office  of  burgess ; on  the  granting  of  pawnbrokers’  licences  and 
for  attending  the  sovereign  as  coroner : these  last  are  paid  by  the  corporation.  He  has  also 
tees  for  registering  each  baker,  pursuant  to  the  local  Act.  As  clerk  of  the  Crown  and  peace,  he 
p ^titled  to  £50  Irish  per  annum,  presented  half-yearly  by  the  grand  jury  of  the  county  of 
r°rk  under  the  provisions  of  the  4 Geo.  IV.  c.  43,  as  compensation  for  the  loss  of  fees.  Before 
me  passing  of  the  Reform  Act,  he  was  paid  10  guineas  at  elections  by  the  Member  returned 
° sene  in  Parliament  for  the  borough,  for  preparing  the  indentures ; but  this  duty  was  on  the 
iast  election  performed  by  the  subsheriff  of  the  county.  The  whole  of  his  emoluments,  on  an 
average  of  three  years  ending  in  1832,  amounted  to  £105  4s.  3 id.  per  annum. 

17.  The  Chamberlain  is  elected  annually  in  the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred..  But  the  same  Chamberlain, 
person  is  re-elected  to  the  office  during  life,  and  is  always  a member  of  the  corporation.  His 

UutJ’ls  to  receive  the  corporation  revenues,  and  he  is  paid  by  retaining  5 per  cent,  on  the  Duties  of. 
amount  of  his  receipts.  The  present  chamberlain  is  also  secretary  of  the  Court  of  D Oyer. 

undred  grand  jury,  for  which  he  has  a Salary  of  two  guineas  a year.  Salai7  °'- 

The  Accounts  of  the  chamberlain  arc  made  up  annually  to  the  29th  of  September;  and  at  Accounts,  Audftof. 
me  meeting  of  the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred,  on  the  first  Monday  after  that  day,  a committee 

au  consisting  of  five,  is  appointed  to  examine  the  accounts,  and  vouch  them.  They 
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Serjeants  at  Mace. 
Duties  of. 

Salaries  of. 

Fees  of. 

Water  BailifF. 
Other  Officers. 


Sessions  Court. 


Fines  in,  Disposal  of. 
Grand  Jury. 

Petty  Jury. 


proceed  to  perform  this  duty  under  a precept  issued  to  them  by  the  sovereign,  which  dire 
them  to  call  upon  the  town  clerk  for  his  charge  against  the  chamberlain,  and  also  for  tV 
accounts,  receipts,  and  disbursements  of  the  chamberlain,  and  to  examine  the  said  account* 
and  return  the  same,  when  audited,  to  him  in  the  next  Court,  of  D’Oyer  Hundred,  after  they  sli 
have  been  audited.  No  audit  of  the  accounts  has  taken  place  since  the  year  1816.  A com 
mittee  of  auditors  was  appointed  in  1828,  and  the  accounts  from  1816  to  1828  were  submitt  i 
to  them ; they  called  for  the  charge  of  the  town  clerk  against  the  chamberlain,  pursuant* 
the  precept,  but  this  he  declined  to  furnish,  and  thereupon  the  majority  of  the  auditors  refused 
to  proceed  with  the  examination  of  the  accounts.  On  three  or  four  occasions  since  that  nerinrl 
auditors  were  appointed,  but  no  audit  was  perfected,  the  town  clerk  still  declining  to  furnish 
the  charge,  and  the  auditors  refusing  to  proceed  to  audit  without  it.  We  examined  the  books 
and  documents  in  the  possession  of  the  town  clerk,  and  found  that  he  had  it,  in  his  power  to 
furnish  the  sums  receivable  by  the  chamberlain ; but  we  are  of  opinion  that  his  refusal  pro- 
ceeded from  a misapprehension  on  his  part  as  to  his  duty  in  this  respect,  and  that  the  account* 
of  the  chamberlain,  though  not  regularly  audited,  are  perfectly  correct. 

18.  The  two  Serjeants  at  Mace  and  the  serjeant  of  the  liberties  are  appointed  anuually  bv 
presentment  of  the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred,  but  the  same  persons  are  generally  re-elected 
and  continue  in  office  for  life.  These  three  officers  have  the  execution  of  all  writs  and  orders 
which  are  to  be  executed  on  land,  and  the  service  of  all  summonses  issuing  from  the  Court  of 
Record.  They  are  peace-officers  within  the  limits  of  the  borough,  and  as  such  execute  such 
warrants  of  the  justices  as  are  directed  to  them.  The  two  Serjeants  at  mace  summon  all  juries 
and  do  the  other  ordinary  duties  of  sheriff  in  the  local  courts ; writs  of  inquiry  are  proceeded  on 
before  them.  The  Salary  of  the  first  seijeant  at  mace  is  £12  12s. ; of  the  second,  £10 ; and  of 
the  serjeant  of  the  liberties,  £8  per  annum.  They  have,  in  addition,  Fees  on  the  admission  of 
freemen  and  on  the  election  of  burgesses,  and  fees  in  the  Court  of  Record. 

19.  The  Water  Bailiff  is  the  person  who  farms  the  harbour  dues  and  collects  them;  he  is 
also  the  officer  who  executes  writs  of  the  Court,  of  Record,  on  the  water.  His  emoluments 
consist  of  whatever  he  can  make  of  the  harbour  dues  above  the  rent  he  pays  for  them,  and 
certain  fees  on  the  execution  of  the  writs. 

A copy  of  the  docket  of  the  harbour  dues  is  annexed. 


20.  The  gaoler,  weighmaster,  clerk  of  the  market,  toll  collector,  pound  keeper,  and 
keeper  of  the  green,  are  all  appointed  in  like  manner  by  the  Court  of  D'Oyer  Hundred.  No 
beadle  has,  in  fact,  been  appointed  since  1826.  The  gaoler  has  a salary  of  £20  per  annum 
paid  by  the  corporation,  and  takes  certain  fees  specified  in  the  local  Act  on  the  committal  of 
debtors.  The  offices  of  clerk  of  the  market  and  toll  collector  are  filled  by  the  same  person; 
he  formerly  had  a salary  of  £15  per  annum  for  each  office,  which  was  reduced  to  £10  for 
each  office  during  our  inquiry.  He  formerly  also  collected  the  shambles’  rent,  and  received 
for  so  doing  a salary  of  £20  per  annum,  being  about  £20  per  cent,  on  the  receipts. 

The  same  person  is  also  clerk  to  the  charitable  loan  fund,  (of  which  hereafter,)  for  which  he 
has  a salary  of  £25  per  annum. 


21.  The  Sessions  Courtis  held  before  the  sovereign  and  recorder,  and  ttVo  associate  justices, 
selected  by  the  town  clerk  from  the  ancient  burgesses.  The  town  clerk,  in  selecting  the  two 
associate  justices,  takes  the  two  senior  burgesses  who  have  served  the  office  of  sovereign,  if 
prepared  to  act ; if  not,  the  two  senior  burgesses  who  have  not  served  the  office.  The  precept 
lor  holding  the  sessions  is  always  signed  by  the  four  justices,  and  is  directed  to  the  town  clerk, 
and  issued  a sufficient  time  to  allow  of  14  days’  notice  being  given  of  the  sessions.  The 
presence  of  the  four  justices  is  considered  necessary  to  the  due  holding  of  a sessions,  though 
some  of  them  occasionally  absent  themselves ; business,  however,  is  not  proceeded  with  in 
the  absence  of  the  recorder.  The  court  generally  sits  twice  a year ; it  has  jurisdiction,  by 
charter,  in  all  criminal  offences,  treasons  under  the  statute  of  Edward  III.  only  excepted, 
and  the  jurisdiction  of  the  county  justices  is  excluded.  The  offences  usually  tried  are  larcenies, 
assaults,  and  other  misdemeanours;  some  years  ago  cases  of  nuisance  for  the.  erection  of 
weirs  on  the  river  were  tried  in  this  court.  The  sentences  usually  awarded  are  fine,  imprison- 
ment, and  whipping;  and  in  one  instance,  at  the  May  sessions  of  1831,  a convict  was 
transported. 


22.  Fines,  whether  imposed  as  punishments  on  conviction  or  for  contempt,  are  estreated  into 
the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred,  where  the  grand  jury  either  present  the  whole  or  part  of  such 
fines  to  be  levied,  or  remit  them  altogether.  They  are  levied  by  warrant  under  the  hand  and 
seal  of  the  sovereign,  directed  to  the  serjeants  at  mace,  and  when  levied  are  paid  to  the  town 
clerk,  who  hands  them  over  to  the  chamberlain  to  be  applied,  under  the  49  Geo.  Ill-  c.  16, 
to  the  repair  of  the  streets,  and  a separate  account  is  kept  of  their  application. 

23.  The  Grand  Jury  of  the  Sessions  is  summoned  by  the  serjeants  at  mace.  It  is  a subject 
of  complaint  amongst  the  Roman  Catholic  inhabit  ants  of  the  town,  that  gentlemen  unconnected 
by  property  with  it  are  put  on  this  jury,  while  several  Catholic  inhabitants  of  equal  respecta- 
bility are  left  off.  But  one  Roman  Catholic  gentleman  has  been  put  on  the  jury  for  the  last 
four  or  five  sessions,  and  he  has  no  property  within  the  limits  but  his  house.  In  every  respect, 
except  the  selection  of  this  jury,  the  administration  of  justice  in  this  court  gives  satisfaction. 

■ The  'Petty  Juiy  aPPear  to  be  taken  without  any  distinction  from  the  second  class  of  the 
inhabitants,  and  a market  jury  is  also  sworn  at  each  sessions,  which  formerly  performed  its 
duties  with  punctuality  and  zeal.  The  present  jury  have,  however,  declined  to  act,  in  conse- 
quence of  their  having  supposed  that  the  recorder  had  given  an  opinion  that  they  were  no 
authorized  to  examine  bread  brought  into  the  town  by  a baker  from  the  neighbouring  town  o 
Innishannon. 
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25.  The  sovereign  is  the  only  resident  charter  J ustice,  the.  recorder  being  absent  in  Dublin,  KINS  ALE. 
and  the  {unctions  of  the  two  associate  justices  being  confined  to  presiding  on  the  bench  during  Justiccs- 

each  sessions,  and  ceasing  therewith.  This  is  the  construction  given  by  the  corporation  to  the 
clause  in  the  charter  of  Elizabet  h relating  to  them,  though  it  is  questionable  whether  that  charter 
does  not  authorize  the  sovereign  and  recorder  to  appoint  the  two  associate  justices  for  all  pur- 
poses of  conservation  of  the  peace.  In  consequence  of  inconvenience  arising  from  there  being 
only  one  resident  magistrate  for  the  town  and  liberties,  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  under  the  provisions 
of  the  7 Geo.  IV.  c.  61,  caused  one  additional  magistrate  to  be  appointed.  The  selection 
was  not  calculated,  however,  to  secure  the  intended  object,  as  it  fell  on  a gentleman  who  has 
filled  the  office  of  sovereign  almost  every  alternate  year  for  more  than  20  years  last  past  In 
cases  of  summary  proceedings,  in  which  the  presence  of  two  justices  is  necessary,  the  sovereign 
has  recourse  to  the  extraordinary  practice  of  calling  in  a county  magistrate  to  his  assistance, 
and  they,  together,  hear  and  determine  cases  arising  within  the  limits,  which  are  alone  cognizable 
by  two  borough  justices.  There  are  no  fixed  days  of  sitting.  The  fines  imposed  by  the  justices, 
when  acting  summarily,  are  paid  to  the  county  infirmary. 

26.  The  only  Police  force,  or  peace  officers,  under  the  control  of  the  sovereign,  or  other  Police, 
magistrates  of  the  town  and  liberties,  as  such,  arc  the  two  Serjeants  at  mace,  and  the  serjeant 

of  The  liberties.  The  county  constabulary,  of  which  a chief  constable  and  party  is  stationed 
in  the  town,  were  in  the  habit  of  acting  under  the  orders  of  the  borough  magistrates  until  the 
month  of  June  last,  when  they  were  withdrawn  from  their  control  by  directions  of  Government. 

A correspondence  in  consequence  took  place  between  the  sovereign  of  the  town  and  the  under 
secretary  for  Ireland,  which  terminated  by  instructions  being  given  to  the  chief  constable  to 
afford  the  aid  of  the  police  on  proper  occasions  when  the  local  authorities  might  be  insufficient 
for  the  purpose,  to  execute  warrants  for  the  arrest  of  persons  charged  with,  or  convicted  of  crimi- 
nal offences;  and  since  that  time  such  aid  has  been  afforded  when  required. 

27.  A Court  of  Record  in  civil  pleas  is  held  before  the  sovereign,  or  his  deputy,  and  the  Court  of  Record, 
recorder,  or  his  deputy,  or  either  of  them.  The  sovereign  is  the  only  judge  of  this  court  by 

charter,  but  the  local  Act,  before  referred  to,  authorizes  the  recorder  or  his  deputy,  or  both, 
being  barristers  of  three  years’  standing,  to  sit  as  judges  with  the  sovereign  and  take  all  affi- 
davits in  the  court ; and  the  Act  further  empowers  the  court  so  constituted,  to  adjourn  from 
day  to  day,  or  to  any  day  it  may  think  fit.  The  Act,  however,  saves  the  right  of  the  sovereign 
to  hold  the  court  without,  the  recorder,  as  he  was  before  accustomed  to  do.  This  court  sits  on 
Wednesdays,  when  business  is’to  be  done,  and  exercises  jurisdiction  in  all  personal  actions,  to  an 
unlimited  amount,  arising  within  the  limits,  or  when  the  defendant  is  resident  within  the 
jurisdiction. 

This  court  sometimes  issues  its  Process  over  a line  of  coast  extending  more  than  60  Jurisdiction  of. 
miles  from  Kinsale,  under  a mistaken  interpretation,  as  we  think,  of  the  charter  of  Elizabeth, 
before-mentioned.  Actions  are  commenced  in  it  either  by  serviceable  writ,  arrest  of  the  Process  in. 
person,  or  attachment  of  goods.  In  all  cases  an  affidavit  must  be  made  that  the  cause  of 
action  arose,  or  that  the  defendant  resides  within  the  Jurisdiction.  Either  is  considered  suffi- 
cient. No  arrest  now  takes  place,  unless  the  debt,  is  sworn  to  be  £20  or  upwards,  and  no 
attachment  issues  without,  an  affidavit  of  the  debt,  being  due.  A case,  whether  defended  or 
not,  takes  about  five  weeks  before  execution  can  be  had. 

The  Costs  between  party  and  party  up  to,  and  inclusive  of,  issuing  execution : Costs  in. 

In  cases  in  which  a writ,  of  inquiry  is  sped,  vary  from  - - £8  to  £10 

When  trial  is  had,  from  - - - * - £12  to  £15 

When  judgment,  is  entered  on  bond  and  warrant  of  attorney,  from  £4  to  £ 5 

We  annex  a docket  of  the  taxed  costs. 

For  the  last  10  years  the  number  of  Actions  commenced  in  this  court  was  55,  of  which  19  Causes  in. 
were  by  writ  against  the  body,  35  by  attachment  against  the  goods,  and  one  by  serviceable  writ. 

Two  cases  only  came  to  trial  within  the  last  19  years,  and  the  recorder,  on  both  occasions  sat 
with  the  sovereign.  Writs  of  inquiry  are  sped  before  the  serjeants  at  mace,  who  are  taken  from 
a class  of  persons  not  fitted  for  this  duty;  they  have  also  the  summoning  of  the  juries.  The 
mode  of  administering  justice  in  this  court  by  the  judges  gives  satisfaction,  but  the  amount  of 
the  costs  are  a subject  of  complaint.  No  attorney  can  practice  without  being  specially  admitted, 
on  which  he  pays  £20  stamp  duty,  and  a fee  of  two  guineas  to  the  town  clerk.  None  are 
admitted  hut  attorneys  of  the  superior  courts.  . 

. ?8.  The  Court  of  Conscience  is  held  before  the  sovereign  on  eveiy  Wednesday..  It  has  Court  of  Con- 
jurisdiction  to  40s.  Iiish*  under  a provision  of  the  local  Act  before  referred  to,  the  jurisdiction,  scieIlce- 
previously,  being  under  20s.  The  proceedings  are  commenced  by  summons,  which  must  he 
served  within  the  town  or  liberties,  and  the  parties  may  both  be  examined.  Decrees  are  some- 
times made  on  the  oath  of  the  plaintiff  alone.  Tire  number  of  summonses  issued  in  this  court 
WaSj  for  the  three  years  ending  in  1832,  as  follows : 

In  1830  - - - 296 

In  1831  - - - - 279 

In  1832  - - - - 277 

J*  warrants  are  directed  to  the  serjeants  at  mace  and  the  serjeant  of  the  liberties.  The 
sell  S1 f S cour*  seem  excessive,  considering  the  smallness  of  the  sum  to  be  recovered.  A 
or  tbereab  t ^ iS  given  iu  the  Act : thcv  varv’  according  to  the  circumstances,  from  5s.  to  10s. 


29.  There  is  a borough  Gaol,  the  site  of  which  was  given  to  the  corporation  by  a Mr.  GmI. 
rathe  year  1731,  together  with  £10  per  annum  charged  on  land  for  keeping  it  in 
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repair.  The  corporation  in  that,  year  expended  £289  in  fitting  it  up  as  a gaol,  and  in  the  Vea 
1826,  a further  sum  of  £433  13s.  S d.  was  laid  out  in  making  certain  alterations  required  bv 
Government.  Of  this  sum  £200  was  a gift  from  tlie  late  Lord  De  Clifford,  and  the  balance  *1 
provided  by  the  corporation.  It  is  in  good  repair  and  sufficiently  commodious.  The  prisoner- 
confined  in  it  are,  1st,  persons  committed  for  trial  at  the  borough  sessions;  2d,  persons 
sentenced  at  those  sessions  to  imprisonment;  3d,  debtors  arrested  by  process  from  the 
Borough  Civil  Court ; and  4th,  soldiers  under  sentence  of  courts  martial.  There  is  no  fund  for 
the  maintenance  of  persons  confined  there,  but.  food  is  supplied  at  the  expense  of  the  corporation 
to  persons  who  arc  altogether  destitute . 

30.  There  is  a School  in  the  town,  which  is  endowed  with,  in  addition  to  the  house  and  pre- 
mises, an  annual  sum  of  £30  Irish,  charged  on  the  estates  of  Lord  De  Clifford  The 
appointment  of  the  master  was  in  the  late  Lord  De  Clifford  and  his  heirs  male,  subject 
to  the  approval  of  the  corporation ; but  the  late  Lord  De  Clifford  having  left,  no  heirs  male 
the  appointment  has  vested  in  the  corporation,  who  exercised  it  in  April  last  on  the  resignation 
of  the  late  master,  who  was  superannuated  on  a pension  out  of  the  corporation  funds  of  £20 
per  annum  for  seven  years.  There  is  no  condition  of  any  kind  annexed  to  the  grant,  nor  is  it 
provided  that  the  master  or  pupils  should  be  of  any  particular  religion.  The  present  master 
is  a clergyman  of  the  Established  Church,  and  educates  all  boys  without  distinction.  None  are 
free.  The  founder  also  covenanted  to  keep  the  house  in  repair,  but  latterly  a difference  has 
arisen  between  the  corporation  and  the  representatives  of  Lord  De  Clifford,  as  to  the  extent  of 
the  repairs  which  they  are  bound  to  perform. 

31.  The  appointment  to  this  school  is  now  the  only  Patronage  possessed  by  the  corporation; 
it  is  said  that  they  were  formerly  entitled  to  every  fourth  presentation  to  the  living  of  Rintrone  • 
and  it  appears  by  an  entry  in  the  corporation  books,  bearing  date  in  the  year  1663,  that  they 
actually  presented  to  the  living  in  that.  year.  It  is  believed  that  the  corporation  made  over 
their  right  to  this  advowson  to  the  late  Lord  De  Clifford,  in  consideration  of  his  endowment  of 
the  school  above  mentioned. 

32.  The  Income  of  the  corporation  is  derived,  1st,  from  rents  of  lands  and  houses;  2(1, 

from  the  tolls,  water-bailiff’s,  or  harbour  dues,  and  shambles  and  pound  rents;  and  3d,  from 
fines  imposed  by  the  authorities.  The  income  arising  from  rents  of  lands  and  houses,  including 
the  rent-charges  for  the  gaol  and  school  before  mentioned,  amounts,  exclusive  of  head  rents,  to 
£196  18s.  l|d.  British,  per  annum.  The  tolls,  harbour  dues,  and  shambles  and  pound  rents 
vary  each  year.  They  amounted,  £ s.  d. 

in  the  year  1828,  to  - - - 41649 

1829  - - - 423  15  10 

1830  - - - 397  7 81 

1831  - - - 289  1 4 

1832  - - - 256  4 3 

Letting  of  Lands.  33.  The  Lettings  of  the  corporation  property  are  made  by  open  auction  in  the  Court  of  D’Oyer 
Hundred,  pursuant  to  presentment  of  the  grand  jury  of  that  court,  and  in  modern  times  have  all 
been  made  for  the  full  value.  The  tenants  hold  either  by  fee  farm  grants,  or  leases  or  agree- 
ments for  terms  of  years,  of  which  the  shortest  has  now  84  years  to  run.  The  principal  part  of 
the  corporation  property  (Dromderrig)  is  held  by  the  representatives  of  the  late  Lord  De 
Clifford,  under  two  fee  farm  grants  of  very  old  dates,  one  in  the  year  1668,  ofl40  acres  at  £60 
a-year,  and  the  other  in  the  year  1675,  of  one  acre  at  30s.  a-year.  These  grants  were  made  to 
Robert  Southwell,  the  ancestor  of  Lord  De  Clifford,  and  are  recited  in  the  charter  of  James  II. 
which  purports  to  confirm  them.  The  fee  farm  rent  payable  to  the  corporation  is  £61 10s. 
Irish,  and  the  premises  now  produce  to  the  representatives  of  Lord  De  Clifford  about  £500 
per  annum. 

Tolls.  34.  In  the  years  1828  and  1829,  the  Tolls  and  harbour  dues  were  farmed,  but  the  corpora- 

tion have  since  taken  the  collection  of  them  into  their  own  hands.  The  principal  reason  given 
for  this  change  was  the  opposition  given  to  their  collection,  and  the  complaints  made  of  the 
conduct  of  the  renters.  The  corporation  were  on  this  account  anxious  to  have  the  persons 
engaged  in  such  collection  under  their  immediate  control. 

The  tolls  are  of  three  kinds : 1st,  the  gateage  tolls ; 2d,  market  tolls ; 3d,  small  tolls 
payable  to  the  corporation  out  of  the  milk,  egg,  butter,  salt  fish,  poultry,  and  vegetable  markets. 
The  gateage  and  principal  market  tolls,  when  rented,  produced  about  £240  per  annum,  but 
since  the  corporation  has  taken  the  collection  to  themselves  they  produced  in  the  year  ending 
11th  of  October  1831  only  £171  11s.,  and  in  the  succeeding  year  but  £139  10s.  6 cl.,  exclusive 
of  the  expense  of  collection. 

The  gateage  tolls  are  collected  every  day  on  all  things  coming  into  the  town,  except  fuel, 
even  on  the  trunks  of  passengers  containing  their  wearing  apparel,  and  on  the  furniture  of  per- 
sons removing  into  the  town  from  the  liberties.  This  charge  on  the  goods  of  passengers  is  col- 
lected only  when  brought  on  carts  or  cars.  The  vehicles  of  the  wealthier  classes  are  permitted 
to  pass  free.  It  is  also  charged  on  the  produce  of  farms  situate  within  the  liberties,  when  coming 
into  the  town  to  be  sold,  and  such  produce  then  pays  both  the  gateage  and  market  tolls.  It  a 
not  charged  on  the  produce  of  such  farms  when  brought  into  the.  owners  to  be  consumed  by  them, 
but  this  exemption  has  only  been  since  the  tolls  have  been  in  the  collection  of  the  corporation. 
In-  fact,  this  toll  is  the  cause  of  great  and  well-founded  dissatisfaction,  and  appears  to  us  to 
levied  on  several  articles  in  violation  of  the  statute  of  4 Anne,  c.  8.  . . , 

The  market  tolls  are  levied  on  every  thing  sold  in  the  markets,  or  landed  at  theprincip 
quay  or  landing  place  of  the  port.  A toll  of  one  penny  on  each  standing  is  also  collected  in 1 e 
square  m front  of  the  market  house,  and  is  paid  for  such  standings  every  day  in  the  wee*, 
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whether  the  persons  sell  or  not.  Potatoes,  as  well  as  other  articles,  pay  both  the  gateage  and 

small  market  dues  are  taken  on  milk,  butter,  eggs,  salt  fish,  poultry,  and  vegetables. 
The  market  tolls  are  taken  on  every  day  of  the  week,  though  the  charter  grants  only  two  market 
days  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays,  and  does  not  contain  any  grant  of  market  tolls. 

35  The  harbour  Dues  consist,  of  payments  made  by  all  ships  coming  into  the  port,  except 
those  belonging  to  it,  for  anchorage,  keelage,  and  ballast,  and  also  of  a portion  of  each  cargo 
of  salt,  coals,  fish,  oysters,  and  fruit.  These  dues  have,  been  let  for  nine  years  for  £30  per 
annum,  but  only  one  half  of  that  sum  is  the  property  of  the  corporation,  the  other  half  belong- 
ing to  the  representatives  of  a person  of  the  name  of  Brown,  who  had  also  a patent  granting 
him  those  dues,  and  the  corporation  and  persons  entitled  under  his  patent  seem  to  have 
compromised  the  matter  by  dividing  the  receipts. 

36.  The  Sovereign  receives  to  his  own  use  the  like  Dues  on  coals,  salt  fish,  and  fruit,  as  the 
water  bailiff  receives  on  those  articles  for  the  corporation  and  the  representatives  of  Brown. 
These  port  charges  were  granted  for  the  repair  of  the  walls,  which  are  not  now  in  existence ; and 
there  is  latterly  considerable  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  merchants  to  their  collection. 

37.  The  Fair  of  Saint  Bartholomew  is  held  in  the  liberties  within  about  one  mile  and  a half 
of  the  town.  Tolls  are  taken  at  this  fair,  although  the  charter  of  Elizabeth,  under  which  it  is 
held,  contains  no  grant  of  toll.  They  arc  collected  for  the  sovereign  as  a perquisite,  and 
amount  to  about  £15  per  annum.  The  fair  toll,  though  higher  than  the  market  toll,  is  charged, 
on  the  fair  day,  on  every  thing  sold  in  the  town,  as  well  as  where  the  fair  is  actually  held. 

The  net  rents  of  the  shambles  and  pound  vary  from  £ .100  to  £110  per  annum. 


The  Income  derived  from  these  several  sources  received  by  the  corporation  has  varied  between 
£500  and  £600  per  annum  for  the  last  few  yearn. 

38.  The  permanent  annual  Disbursements,  consisting  of  salaries  of  officers,  interest  on  a 
debt  due  by  them,  and  the  salary  of  the  master  of  the  endowed  school,  amount  to  about  £360 
per  annum ; the  surplus  is  applied  in  the  repairs  of  markets,  and  occasionally  of  the  streets, 
and  in  law  costs. 

39.  The  Costs  of  obtaining  the  local  Act  amounted  to  £1149  15s.  5 JcZ.,  and  the  corpora- 
tion paid,  in  the  year,  1811,  £111  9s.  Gri,  being  the  costs  of  a criminal  information,  which 
arose  out  of  the  quo  warranto  proceedings  mentioned  in  a former  part  of  this  Report. 

The  Fines  imposed  under  the  local  Act  arc  laid  out  in  the  repair  of  the  streets  by  pre- 
sentment of  the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred  grand  jury : they  amounted,  in  1830,  to  £36  2s. ; iu 
1831,  to  £11  4s. ; in  1832,  to  £10  Gs.  G d. 

40.  The  Debt  of  the  corporation  amounts  to  £1933  Is.  6 d.  It  is  secured  by  their  bonds, 
and  the  greater  pail  of  it  pays  5 per  cent,  interest,  and  the  rest  4 per  cent.  Some  of  it  is 
of  old  standing.  A portion  of  it.  was  incurred  within  a few  years  in  the  fitting  up  of  the 
gaol,  and  in  paying  for  standard  weights  and  measures,  but  the  greater  pail  was  occasioned  by 
tlie  expense  of  obtaining  the  local  Act  in  1809. 

41.  There  is  no  endowment  in  the  town  or  liberties  for  the  support  of  poor  persons.  An 
almshouse  for  eight  widows  was  supported  by  Lord  De  Clifford  in  his  lifetime,  who  paid 
£38  8s.  per  annum  for  the  purpose ; but  this  was  represented  to  us  as  a voluntary  charity  on 
the  part  of  his  lordship,  and  though  the  houses  arc  still  occupied,  the  stipend  has  been  discon- 
tinued since  his  death.  There  is  a fund  vested  in  trustees  amounting  to  nearly  £700,  which 
was  raised  by  voluntary  subscriptions,  and  is  lent  out  in  small  sums  to  poor  persons  to  be 
repaid  by  instalments,  every  three  weeks,  lor  six  months,  with  6 per  cent,  interest  on  the  whole 
sum  for  the  six  months ; and  there  is  also  a small  charitable  bequest  for  the  use  of  the  poor, 
which  is  now  in  the  hands  of  a former  rector  of  the  parish,  and  which  the  churchwardens  are 
taking  steps  to  render  available.  There  is  a fever  hospital  and  a dispensary  in  the  town  sup- 
ported by  voluntary  subscriptions  and  county  presentment. 

42.  The  Population  of  the  Town,  according  to  the  census  of  1831,  was  7312;  of  whom  3148  were 
males,  and  4164  females;  that  of  the  liberties,  7100:  total,  14,412.  The  population  within 
the  limits  of  the  borough,  as  settled  under  the  Boundary  Act,  for  the  purpose  of  representation, 
is  8126.  The  number  of  houses  in  the  town  was,  in  1831 — inhabited,  967 ; uninhabited,  66. 
The  number  of  houses  reported  by  the  boundary  commissioners  as  of  £10  annual  value  was 
366 ; yet  the  number  both  of  householders  and  freemen  registered  under  the  Reform  Act  is 
only  203.  The  principal  support  of  the  inhabitants  is  derived  from  the  fishery. 

There  were  in  1831 : 

Of  families  chiefly  supported  by  agriculture  - - 17 

Ditto  in  trade,  manufacture,  and  handicraft  - - 470 

Ditto  not  comprised  in  the  above  classes  - ' 1040 

t he  town  was  represented  to  us  to  have  improved  in  appearance  within  the  last  OU  years,  ana 
the  shipping  belonging  to  the  port  to  have  increased,  though  no  improvement  has  taken  place 
“the  trade.  The  increase  of  the  shipping  was  attributed  to  the  American  trade,  and  to  an 
increased  consumption  of  coals.  There  is  great  inconvenience  felt  by  the  fishermen  and  mei- 
rhantc,  r„ , . ...  . i i mwlc  Sunn  aeeommo- 


chants  from  there  being  no  public  quay  at  which  they  can  land  their  goods.  Such  accommo- 
^honwafld  be  of  great  advantage.  There  arc  private  quays,  at  some  of  which,  iUs  said,  ttie 


Public  have  a right  to  land  their  goods  on  paying  certain  charges ; and  there  are  some  slips  free 
t°  the  public,  but  a principal  one  has  been  recently  taken  possession  of  by  a member  of  the 
orporation  for  his  private  use,  to  the  great  inconvenience  of  the  public.  The  erection  of  a 
undge  over  the  river  Bandon,  at  the  ferry  opposite  Riugronc,  is  anxiously  desired  by  all  classes 
‘^“habitants,  as  calculated  to  improve  the  town  by  opening  aland  communication  with  a 
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KINSALE 

Water. 

Barony. 


considerable  district  of  country,  the  inhabitants  of  which  can  now  bring  their  produce  to  Kinsal 
only  by  water. 

Though  an  abundant  supply  of  fresh  Water  could  be  procured  for  the  town  at  small  expense 
yet  the  only  public  accommodation  in  this  respect  is  furnished  by  a single  pump,  and  great 
inconvenience  is  sustained  in  consequence  by  the  poor. 

The  town  and  liberties  of  Kinsale  are  a Barony  of  the  county  of  Cork,  and  pay  one  fifty, 
second  part  of  the  assessment  on  the  county  at  large.  Until  lately  they  paid  a one  thirty-seventh 
part.  The  inhabitants  complain  that  the  only  benefit  they  receive  in  return  is  a presentment 
for  the  fever  hospital  and  dispensary. 

The  only  local  Act  is  the  49  Geo.  III.  c.  76. 

We  annex  copies  of  the  following  Documents,  viz. 

1.  Copy  of  Bye-Laws  and  Entries  extracted  from  Books. 

2.  Bye-Laws  made  to  carry  the  Objects  of  the  local  Act  into  effect. 

3.  Rental  of  Corporation  Lands  and  Houses. 

4.  Produce  of  Tolls  and  Pound  each  Year  from  1825. 

5.  Docket  of  Clerk  of  the  Market’s  Dues. 

6.  Docket  of  Gateage  Tolls. 

7.  Docket  of  small  Market  Dues. 

8.  Docket  of  Water  Bailiff  s Dues. 

9.  Taxed  Costs  of  the  different  Proceedings  in  the  Court  of  Record. 

10.  Fees  payable  to  the  Town  Clerk  in  said  Court. 

11.  Schedule  of  Costs  in  the  Court  of  Conscience. 

12.  Docket  of  Fees,  Dues,  and  Perquisites,  belonging  to  the  Sovereign. 

13.  Docket  of  Charges  at  one  of  the  Public  Quays. 

14.  Chamberlain’s  Account  Current  for  1833. 

15.  Statement  of  fixed  Annual  Expenditure. 

16.  Statement  of  Town  Clerk’s  Emoluments  for  three  Years,  1830,  1831,  and  1832. 


ACHESON  LYLE,  1 
PHILIP  FOGARTY,] 


■Commissioners. 


N.  B.  Inquiry  commenced  on  the  28th  day  of  September,  and  terminated  on  the  3d  day 
of  October  1833. 
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LISMORE. 


BOROUGH  OF  LISMORE. 


1 LISMORE  is  one  of  those  boroughs  which  enjoyed  the  right  of  returning  Members  to  the  Charter. 

Irish  Parliament  previously  to  the  Union;  and  a Charter  of  the  6th  May,  11  James  I.,  (a.  d. 

1613,)  enrolled  in  Chancery,  (Rot.  Pat.  11  Jae.  I.  p.  1.  m.  42,)  granted  that  the  town  of 
Lismore,  and  all  lands,  &c.  within  one  mile  and  a half  English  round  the  parish  church 
should  be  a free  borough ; and  that  there  should  be  therein  a corporation,  consisting  of  a 
portreeve,  burgesses;  not  less  than  13  nor  more  than  24  in  number,  and  a commonalty;  and 
gave  power  to  the  portreeve,  free  burgesses,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  commonalty,  then 
resident,  to  choose  and  send  two  Members  to  Parliament;  and  directed  that  the  sheriff  of  the 
county  of  Waterford,  whenever  he  received  a writ  for  the  election  of  burgesses  of  the  Parliament 
for  the  county  of  Waterford,  shoidd  make  his  precept  to  the  portreeve  and  free  burgesses  of  the 
borough  of  Lismore. 

The  charter  further  granted,  that  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  borough,  and  of  the  liberties  and 
precincts  thereof,  and  so  many  and  such  other  persons  as  should,  from  time  to  time,  be  admitted 
into  the  freedom  of  the  borough,  should  be  of  the  commonalty  thereof. 

It  provided  for  the  election  of  portreeve  and  burgesses,  by  directing  that  the  portreeve  and 
burgesses  should  assemble  annually,  on  the  Feast  of  Saint  James,  and  should  nominate  three 
of  the  burgesses,  to  stand  in  election  for  the  office  of  portreeve  for  the  ensuing  year;  and  should 
present  tlie  names  of  such  persons  to  Sir  Richard  Boyle,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  lord  of  the 
manor  of  Lismore,  who  should  nominate  one  from  amongst  the  three  to  be  portreeve  for  the  year 
next  ensuing,  and  thence  until  another  portreeve  should  be  appointed  and  chosen ; and  that,  in 
case  of  the  death  of  a burgess,  the  portreeve  and  the  rest  of  the  burgesses  should  elect  one  of  the 
sufficientest  of  tlie  inhabitants  of  the  town  to  fill  the  vacancy,  taking  the  advice  of  the  lord  of  the 
manor  in  so  doing.  The  charter  also  provides  for  the  appointment  of  a recorder,  and  makes 
him  and  the  portreeve  justices  of  the  peace  within  the  borough,  and  authorizes  them  to  hold  a 
Court  of  Record,  and  to  entertain  pleas  therein  in  all  actions  personal,  not  exceeding  £20 
Irish,  arising  within  the  borough. 

2.  This  charter,  like  that  of  the  neighbouring  town  of  Tallagh,  appears  to  have  been  No  existing 
procured  by  Sir  Richard  Boyle,  first  Earl  of  Cork,  with  a view  of  establishing  a corporation  Corporation. 
in  the  town ; but  whether  he  over  acted  upon  it,  or  there  was  at  any  time  a corporation  in 

existence  in  the  town,  is  not.  now  known. 

The  oldest  inhabitants  have  no  recollection  of  having  heard  of  any  corporate  officers  in  the 
borough ; and  if  a corporation  ever  existed,  it  must  have  become  extinct  at  a very  early  period, 
as  the  right  to  elect  and  return  Members  to  Parliament,  which,  by  the  provisions  of  the 
charter,  was  conferred  upon  tlie  portreeve,  burgesses,  and  commonalty,  was  for  a very  long 
time  antecedent  to  the  Union  exercised  by  the  resident  freeholders  aucl  householders  of  the 
borough;  and  the  seneschal  of  the  manor  of  Lismore,  in  which  the  borough  is  situate,  acted 
as  tlie  returning  officer ; yet,  the  borough  is  not  coextensive  with  the  manor.  How  the .transfer 
of  the  elective  franchise,  if  it  ever  existed  in  a corporation  in  the  town,  was  accomplished,  or 
in  what  manner  a change  so  remarkable  was  produced,  we  were  unable  to  discover.  Lismore, 
however,  is  not  a singular  instance  of  such  a state  of  things;  ill  Tallagh  a change  ^nearly 
similar  occurred ; and  in  several  other  boroughs,  both  in  the  counties  of  Cork  and  W atertord, 
we  found  that  the  freeholders  or  householders  of  that  part  of  the  manor  within  the  borough 
Hmts,  or  both,  enjoyed  the  elective,  franchise,  which  had  been  by  charters  conferred  upon  cor- 
porations within  the  respective  towns. 

3.  The  Duke  of  Devonshire,  as  descendant  of  Sir  Richard  Boyle,  is  now  lord  of  the  manor  Union  Compen- 
of  Lismore,  and  a sum  of  £15,000  as  Compensation,  when,  by  the  Act  of  Union,  the  right 

of  the  borough  to  return  Members  to  Parliament  was  taken  away,  was  paid  to  a trustee,  to 
use  of  the  late  duke  and  others,  entitled  under  the  will  of  the  late  Earl  ot  Cork  ana 
Burlington. 


i The  lord  of  the  manor  appoints  a Seneschal,  who  holds  a Manor  Court  in  the  tom,  on  Semscbsl  of 
nary  third  Wednesday,  in  which  ho  exercises  jurisdiction  to  the  amount  of  4I>.  Irish  only.  ^ ^ 

*“  proceedings  are  by  civil  bill,  and  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  Acts  tor  regulating 
“mor  Courts 

5.l\?alent  was  granted  t0  Sir  Richard  Hoyle  to  hold  two  Fairs  in  the  town  annually,  one  Tams  and 
* *wt  of  Pentecost,  and  the  other  on  sfiiut  Valentine’s  day,  with  the  usual  tolls  and  ftn 
customs;  but  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  does  not  now  collect  tolls  in  this  or  any  other  town,  to 
^ tolls  of  which  he  is  entitled. 

6.  There  is  a classical  School  in  the  town,  which  was  endowed,  by  the  Earl  of  Cork,  with  Endowed  Sc  ool. 
a house  and  £30  a year.  The  house  has  been  within  a few  years  newly  ^uiit  by  the  Duke 
ofDeTonshir-e ; and  a very  competent  gentleman,  a clergyman  of  the  Established  Church,  has 
"«»  appointed  by  his  pace  to  conduct  it.  All  boys,  without  distinction  of  religion,  are 
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received;  but  no  condition  of  educating  persons  gratis  is  required  from  the  master.  We 
visited  this  establishment,  and  it  appeared  to  us  to  be  most  creditably  conducted. 

7.  The  following  Table  shows  the  population  and  state  of  the  town  in  the  year  1831: 
Population:  males  1363;  females  1531.  Total,  2894. 


Occupation,  viz. 

Families  chiefly  employed  in  agriculture  66 

Ditto  in  trade,  manufacture,  and  handicraft  - - - 193 

Ditto  not  comprised  in  the  above  two  classes  - - 299 

Houses  inhabited  ------  359 

Ditto  uninhabited  ------  7 


The  town  appeared  to  us  to  be  in  a very  thriving  and  prosperous  condition. 

ACHESON  LYLE, 

PHILIP  FOGARTY,  JCommiSS!one™ 

N.  B.  Inquiry  held  on  the  12tli  day  of  September  1833. 
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CORK. 


BOROUGH  OF  MALLOW. 


1.  MALLOW  is  not  now  a corporate  town,  nor  could  we  discover  in  the  town  any  evidence 
showing  that  a corporation  had  ever  actually  existed  in  it.  A Charter,  however,  is  found 
enrolled  in  the  Rolls  Office,  of  the  27th  February,  tenth  year  of  James  I.  (Rot.  Pat.  11  Jac.  I. 
p.  4,  m.  44,)  which  grants  that,  the  town  of  Mallow,  and  all  lauds  within  it,  and  the  precincts 
thereof,  should  be  a borough  by  the  name  of  " The  Borough  of  Mallow,”  and  purports  to 
create  a corporation  therein,  to  consist  of  a provost,  twelve  free  burgesses,  and  a commonalty, 
bv  the  name  and  style  of"  The  Provost,  Free  Burgesses,  and  Commonalty  of  the  Borough  of 
Mallow.”  8 

It  further  grants  that  the  provost  and  free  burgesses,  and  their  successors,  should  have 
power  to  send  two  burgesses  to  Parliament ; and  that  as  often  as  the  sheriff  of  Cork  should 
receive  a writ  for  the  election  of  Members,  he  should  make  his  precept  to  the  mayor  and 
burgesses  of  Mallow. 

The  charter  further  nominates  the  first  provost  and  burgesses,  denoting  that  the  former 
should  continue  in  office  for  a year,  and  the  latter  for  life;  and  that  so  many  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  town  as  the  provost  and  burgesses  should  admit  should  be  of  the  commonalty ; and 
that  the  provost  should  he  elected  annually  from  amongst  the  burgesses  on  the  feast  of  St. 
John,  to  enter  on  office  at  Michaelmas  following;  and  that  the  burgesses  should  be  elected 
as  vacancies  occurred,  by  the  provost  and  the  rest  of  the  burgesses,  from  amongst  the 
inhabitants. 

It  further  grants  the  power  of  holding  a Court  of  Record  every  week  upon  Friday  before 
the  provost,  with  jurisdiction  in  all  personal  actions  to  the  amount  of  five  marks  happening 
within  the  borough. 

It  gives  power  to  the  provost,  burgesses,  and  commonalty  to  make  bye-laws,  and  to  appoint 
two  serjeants  at  mace  and  other  inferior  officers;  and  that  the  provost  should  be  clerk  of 
the  market  with  the  usual  powers. 

A charter  also  appears  enrolled,  bearing  date  the  29tli  August,  4 James  II.,  (Rot.  Pat. 

4 Jac.  II.  p.  3,  m.  47,)  which,  after  reciting  a seizure  of  the  corporate  privilege  into  the  Kind's 
hands  by  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  purports  to  create  a new  corporation  in  the 
town. 


2.  The  Corporation,  however,  must  have  become  extinct  at  a remote  period,  as  the  power 
of  returning  Members  t.o  Parliament,  which  by  the  charter  was  vested  in  the  provost  and  free 
burgesses,  has  for  a very  long  time  been  exercised  by  the  freeholders  of  that  part  of  the  manor 
ot  Mallow'  within  the  limits  of  the  borough,  the  precept,  being  directed  t.o  the  seneschal  instead 
of  to  the  provost  and  burgesses  as  directed  by  the  charter. 

The  lord  of  the  manor  appoints  a Seneschal,  who  holds  a Court  Baron  from  three  weeks  to 
three  weeks,  on  Wednesday,  in  which  debts  under  40s.  Irish  may  be  recovered  by  civil  bill. 
About  ten  cases  arc  heard  each  court  day,  and  about  as  many  more  summonses  are  issued, 
which  are  settled  out  of  court. 

A Court.  Leet  is  assembled  by  him  twice  a year,  and  23  or  24  of  the  respectable  inhabitants 
are  summoned  on  the  jury,  who  were  formerly  in  the  habit,  of  presenting  a market  jury,  but 
practice  was  discontinued  some  years  ago  from  some  distrust  in  their  powers  of  doing  so. 
lne  want  of  a market  jury  is  felt,  to  be  an  inconvenience.  The  jury  of  the  leet  present  a 
togh  constable,  vvho  collects  the  county  cess  within  the  manor;  they  formerly  also  presented 
money  to  be  levied  off  the  inhabitants  of  the  manor  for  various  purposes,  such  as  bailiffs’ 
a anes,  repairs  of  pound,  &c. ; and  the  sums  so  presented  were  added  to  the  county  cess,  and 
wi  n it  applotted  on  the  inhabitants ; but.  this  practice,  also,  has  been  discontinued  since  the 
year  1820. 


The  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  for  the  East  Riding  of  Cork  is  held  in  the  town  of  Mallow' 
once  a year,  and  petty  sessions  are  held  there  by  the  county  magistrates. 

There  are  five  annual  Fairs  and  two  weekly  Markets  held  in  the  town,  at  all  of  which  tolls 
e collected.  The  tolls  are  the  property  of  Mr.  Jephson,  the  lord  of  the  manor,  who  lets 
em  at  a rent  of  £250  a-year.  The  average  amount  of  the  tolls  collected  in  the  last  three 
there "WaSl  a-year.  Every  thing  sold  both  at  fairs  and  markets  is  subject  to  toll,  and 

a'so  a charge  for  stallage.  The  tolls  were  represented  to  us  as  excessive  in  amount 
and  injurious  to  trade. 


The  town  is  a very  considerable  one  both  in  wealth  and  population. 

e ollowmg  Table  exhibits  its  condition. 


Occupations : 


as  to  the  latter,  in  the  year  1831 : 
Males  2,406 ; females  2,823.  Total  5,229. 


& C.  J. 


Families  chiefly  supported  by  agriculture  - 98 

Ditto  by  trade,  manufacture,  and  handicraft  - - 461 

Ditto  not  comprised  in  either  of  the  above  classes  - 449 
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Houses  inhabited  - ■ - 697 

Ditto  uninhabited  ...  ...  49 

Ditto  building  - - 10 


The  inhabitants  appear  to  think  that  a well-regulated  corporation  in  the  town,  with  funds 
for  public  purposes,  might  be  useful.  And  the  importance  of  the  place  in  respect  of  wealth, 
and  population  would  appear  to  entitle  it  to  that  distinction. 

Wc  annex  copies  of  the  following  Documents : 

1.  Schedule  of  Tolls. 

2.  Return  of  Collection  of  Tolls  for  three  Years. 

3.  Return  of  Causes  and  Costs  in  Seneschal’s  Court  for  five  Years. 


ACI-IESON  LYLE, 
PHILIP  FOGARTY, 


| Commissioners . 


N.  B.  Inquiry  lield  in  Mallow  on  the  17th  of  September,  and  further  proceeded  with  m 
Cork  on  the  22d  day  of  October  1833. 
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BOROUGH  OF  MIDDLETON. 


1.  THE  Limits  of  this  borough  extend  by  charter  to  100  acres  in  the  whole,  round  the  centre 
of  the  town,  but  the  precise  bounds  have  never  been  marked  out  or  defined. 

2.  The  town  was  incorporated  by  a Charter,  bearing  date  the  2d  of  January,  in  the  twenty- 
second  year  of  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  (enrolled  Rot.  Pat.  22.  Car.  II.  m.  26.)  It  granted  to  Sir 
St.John  Broderick,  that  certain  lands  therein  mentioned  (his  estate)  should  be  a manor,  by  the 
name  of  “The  Manor  of  Middleton,”  with  a seneschal,  a Court  Baron,  and  a Court  of  Record, 
haring  jurisdiction  in  all  actions  arising  within  the  manor  to  the  amount  of  £200;  and 
appointed  Sir  St.  John  Broderick,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  lords  of  the  manor.  It  further 
granted  that  the  castle,  town,  and  lands  of  Castle  Redmond  and  Carraby,  part  of  the 
manor,  should  be  a free  borough  and  corporation,  by  the  name  of  “ The  Borough  and 
Town  of  Middleton,”  and  should  extend  into  the  county  of  Cork,  every  way  from  the  middle 
of  the  town,  to.  100  acres  in  the  whole ; and  that  there  should  be  a body  corporate  therein, 
consisting  of  1 sovereign,  2 bailiffs,  and  12  burgesses,  which  sovereign  should  likewise  be 
a free  burgess ; and  that  the  sovereign,  bailiffs,  and  burgesses  might,  from  time  to  time, 
whensoever  and  as  often  as  they  should  think  meet,  admit  so  many  persons  as  they,  or  the 
major  part  of  them,  should  think  fit  to  be  freemen  of  the  borough.  It  further  directs  that  the 
sovereign  and  bailiffs  should  be  annually  chosen  by  the  sovereign,  bailiffs,  and  burgesses  from 
amongst  the  burgesses,  and  that  the  burgesses,  and  all  other  officers  and  ministers,  should  be 
chosen  from  amongst  the  freemen  and  inhabitants  of  the  town. 

The  charter  further  gave  power  to  the.  corporation,  by  the  voices  of  the  major  part  of  the 
sovereign,  bailiffs,  burgesses,  and  freemen,  to  choose  and  return  two  discreet  burgesses,  to  be 
Members  of  Parliament. ; and  indeed  it  would  appear  that  this  corporation  was  created 
solely  for  the  purpose  of  giving  this  power,  which  was  exercised  according  to  the  dictation 
of  Lord  Middleton,'  the  descendant  of  Sir  St.  John  Broderick,  and  lord  of  the  manor,  up 
to  the  time  of  the  Union,  when  the  right  of  returning  Members  was  taken  away.  On  that 
event,  a claim  was  put  in  for  compensation  by  Lord  Middleton  and  the.  sovereign,  bailiffs, 
and  burgesses  of  the  borough  of  Middleton,  jointly.  This  claim  was  admitted,  and  the  sum 
of  £15,000  awarded  upon  it;  yet.  it.  appears  to  have  gone,  exclusively  to  the  use  of  Lord 
Middleton,  the  commissioners  having  directed  the  entire  to  he  paid  to  the  trustees  of  his  marriage 
settlement. 

3.  Since  that,  period,  the  corporation  lias  been  kept  up,  and  an  annual  election  of  officers  has 
been  held,  but  for  what,  purpose  it.  is  not  easy  to  discover ; the  members  of  it  having  no  duties 
to  discharge,  nor  any  privileges  or  emoluments,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the.  town  deriving  no 
benefit  or  advantage  from  the  corporation,  except  the  occasional  presence  of  a local  justice  of 
the  peace  within  the  town,  who  very  seldom  acts  as  such,  may  be  so  considered. 

4.  The  Sovereign  and  Bailiffs  are  elected  annually  on  the  feast  of  St.  James,  at  an  assembly 
of  the  sovereign,  bailiffs,  and  burgesses.  The  same  person,  during  life,  is  always  re-elected 
sovereign.  The  present  sovereign,  who  is  Lord  Middleton’s  agent,  has  held  the  office  25  years. 

The  bailiffs  are  generally  changed  each  year. 

The  sovereign  has  under  the  charter  a power,  with  the  consent  of  the  bailiffs  and  burgesses, 
of  appointing  a deputy,  being  an  inhabitant  of  the  town,  and  is  a justice  of  the  peace  within 
the  borough,  both  during  his  year  of  office  and  the  next.  He  very  seldom,  however,  acts 
as  such.  The  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  county  have  jurisdiction  within  the  borough,  and 
hold  petty  sessions  there. 

5-  The  Burgesses  are  elected,  when  it  is  thought  proper  by  Lord  Middleton  to  fill  up  vacancies, 
at  either  of  the  annual  meetings  of  the  corporation  for  electing  or  swearing  in  officers,  and 
such  persons  are  chosen  as  his  lordship  directs.  Five  of  the  present  burgesses  are  non-resident, 
and  no  Roman  Catholics  have  ever  been  admitted.  The  corporation  has  no  property  of  any 

ni d,  and  the  sovereign,  bailiffs,  and  burgesses  have  no  emoluments  or  privileges,  and  it  is 
not  the  practice  of  the  burgesses  to  pay  any  fees  or  stamp  duty  on  their  election. 

No  qualification  is  considered  necessary  in  persons  elected  sovereign,  bailiffs,  or  burgesses. 
tlT  6rS0US  aS  k°r<*  Middleton,  or  his  agent,  thinks  proper,  are  elected,  and,  in  fact,  all 

e °™ces  °f  the  corporation  are  considered  as  taken  in  trust  for  his  lordship. 

6-  There  are  no  Freemen  now  in  existence  as  a class  distinct  from  the  burgesses. 

C manor  appoints  a Seneschal,  who  has  power  by  the  charter  to  hold  a 

held  ■ ^ecor^’  an(l  also  a Court  Baron  and  Court  Leet.  The  Court  of  Record  has  not  been 
last  fIUCt  t*le  appointment  of  the  present  seneschal,  which  was  in  June  1828,  and  within  the 

^ } ear  he  ceased  to  exercise  any,  even  his  civil  bill  jurisdiction, 
also  ^e,  Present  seneschal  has  been  also  appointed  Recorder  of  the  borough,  and  as  such  is 
anj3 ' V barter,  town  clerk.  He  has  no  duties  to  perform,  but  to  keep  the  corporation  books 
ake  tlle  entries  therein.  He  is  an  attorney,  and  Lord  Middleton’s  local  law  agent. 
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9 Four  annual  Fairs  and  a weekly  Market  are  lielcl  in  the  town,  and  tolls  are  taken  at  all 
The  Tolls  are  paid  at  fairs  hy  the.  buyer  of  all  articles,  and  by  the  seller  at  markets.  They 
are  the  property  of  Lord  Middleton,  who  gives  them  as  a perquisite  to  his  land  agent,  the 
sovereign  of  the  town.  They  are  farmed  at  present  hy  a collector  at  a rent  of  £60  a year,  and 
produce  about  £80 or  £90.  . „ T , 

There  is  a market  house  in  the  town  winch  is  the  property  ot  Lord  Middleton,  hut  the  accom- 
modation afforded  by  it  is  quite  insufficient;  and  it  was  represented  to  us  that  the  inhabitants 
suffer  much  in  health  from  the  state  in  which  the  markets  are  kept. 


10  The  following  Table  shows  the  state  of  the  town  as  to  its  population  in  the  year  1831 : 
population:  males 989;  females  1,045.  Total  2,034. 


Occupations,  viz.  . . , 

Families  chiefly  employed  in  agriculture  - - 57 

Ditto  in  trade  and  manufacture  - - - 186 

Ditto  not  comprised  in  the  other  two  classes  - - 121 

Houses  inhabited  22 7 : uninhabited  13 ; building  7 : total  247 
The  town  appears  to  be  in  a thriving  condition ; there  are  two  extensive  distilleries  and  a 
brewery  in  it ; and  though  not  a sea-port,  it  has  the  advantages  of  one  by  the  proximity  of  the 
sea  at  Ballinacurra,  about  a mile  distant,  where  the  merchants  ship  all  their  commodities. 

The  harbour  at  Ballinacurra  is  within  the  port  of  Cork,  and  a deputy  water  bailiff  here  col- 
lects dues  claimed  by  the  Harbour  Board  and  Foundling  Hospital  of  that  city,  though  15  miles 
distant ; this  is  thought  a great  grievance  by  the  inhabitants  ot  Middleton. 


ACHESON  LYLE, 

PHILIP  poGARTY, rommmwnm- 

N.  B.  Inquiry  held  on  the  16th  day  of  September  1833. 
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BOROUGH  OF  RATHCORMAC. 


1.  THIS  town  returned  two  Members  to  the  Irish  Parliament,  but  it  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  incorporated.  The  elective  franchise  was  vested  in  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants, 
and  the  seneschal  of  the  manor  was  the  returning  officer. 

The  Charter,  which  conferred  the  above  privilege,  was  granted  by  Charles  II.  in  the  thirty-third 
year  of  his  reign.  It  erected  the  town  into  a free  borough,  and  placed  the  elective  franchise  in 
the  two  classes  above  mentioned;  but  did  not  create  a corporation,  or  recognise  one  as 
previously  existing. 

At  the  Union,  the  Compensation  of  £15,000  for  the  extinction  of  the  elective  franchise  was 
paid  to  the  trustees  of  the  will  of  the  then  late  Lord  Riversdale. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  state  of  this  town  in  the  year  1831 : 

Population:  males  720 ; females  854.  Total  1574. 

Families  chiefly  employed  in  agriculture 

Ditto  in  trade,  manufacture,  and  handicraft  - - - 

Ditto  not  comprised  in  the  two  preceding  classes 
Houses  inhabited  ------ 

Ditto  uninhabited  ------ 

ACHESON  LYLE,  ' 

PHILIP  FOGARTY, 

N.  B.  No  witnesses  were  examined  with  respect  to  tills  borough. 
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1.  JAMES  I.,  by  Charter,  bearing  date  the  1st  of  May,  in  the  eleventh  year  of  his  reign,  Charter. 
(enrolled  Rot.  Pat.  11  Jac.  I.  p.  1.  m.  14,)  granted  that  the  town  of  Tallagh,  and  all  lands,  &c., 

within  one  English  mile  and  a half)  to  be  measured  every  way  round  the  parish  church  of 
the  town,  should  be  a free  borough,  by  the  name  of  the  borough  of  Tallagh ; and  that  there 
should  be  therein  a body  corporate,  consisting  of  a suffraine,  free  burgesses,  not  less  than 
13  or  more  than  24  in  number,  and  a commonalty  by  the  style  of  " The  Suffraine,  Free 
Burgesses  and  Commonalty  of  the  Borough  of  Tallagh,”  and  that  all  the  inhabitants  of  said 
borough,  and  the  precincts  and  liberties  thereof,  and  so  many  and  such  other  persons  as 
should  be  admitted  into  the  freedom  and  liberty  of  the  borough,  should  be  of  the  commonalty. 

The  charter  gave  power  to  the  suffraine,  free  burgesses  and  commonalty  then  resident,  and 
their  successors  for  ever,  or  the  majority  of  them,  of  choosing  and  sending  two  Members  to  Par- 
liament, and  directed  that  the  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Waterford  should  make  a precept  to  the 
suffraine  and  free  burgesses  of  Tallagh,  whenever  he  received  a writ  for  the  election  of  the 
burgesses  of  the  Parliament  within  the  county  of  Waterford. 

It  made  provision  for  the  election  of  the  suffraine,  by  directing  that  the  suffraine  and  free- 
burgesses  should  assemble  on  the  feast  of  St.  James,  and  should  nominate  three  of  the  burgesses- 
to  stand  in  election  for  the  office  of  suffraine  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  should  present  the  names; 
of  such  three  persons  to  Sir  Richard  Boyle,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  lord  of  the  manor  of  Tallagh 
for  the  time  being,  who  should  choose  one  from  amongst  the  three  to  be  suffraine  for  one  year, 
from  the  feast  of  St.  Luke  then  next,  and  thence  till  another  should  be  appointed  and  sworn  to 
the  office ; and  in  case  a burgess  should  die  or  be  removed  from  office,  that  the  suffraine  and 
the  rest  of  the  burgesses  should  elect  one  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  borough  of  Tallagh  to  fill 
the  vacancy,  taking  the  advice  of  the  lord  of  the  manor  in  so  doing. 

The  charter  also  provided  for  the  appointment  of  a recorder,  and  granted  that  he  and  the 
suffraine  should  be  justices  of  the  peace  within  the  borough,  and  should  have  power  to  hold  a 
Court  of  Record  and  entertain  pleas  therein  of  all  actions  personal,  not  exceeding  £20,  arising 
within  the  borough,  and  gave  other  powers  and  privileges  usual  in  charters  of  incorporation. 

2.  By  this  charter  a corporate  body  was  formally  constituted;  and  that  the  charter  was  Corporation  ex- ’ 
accepted,  and  that  a corporation  at  one  time  actually  existed  in  the  town,  by  virtue  of  its  tinct. 
provisions,  would  appear  from  a document  produced  to  us  from  the  archives  of  the  Duke  of 

Devonshire,  the  representative  of  Sir  Richard  Boyle,  and  present  lord  of  the  manor.  This 
document  purported  to  be  a presentation  by  the  corporation  of  Tallagh  of  the  names  of  three 
burgesses  to  the  then  Earl  of  Cork,  for  the  purpose  of  his  nominating  one  of  diem  to  be  sovereign 
of  Tallagh  for  the  then  next  year,  in  conformity  with  the  provision  of  the  charter  above  mentioned. 

It  was  sealed  with  the  corporation  seal,  and  was  dated  the  8th  day  of  July  1630.  This 

instrument,  however,  was  the  only  trace  of  the  existence  of  a corporation  in  the  town.  The 

oldest  inhabitants  had  no  recollection  of  any  or  of  any  corporate  officers,  and,  if  it  ever  existed, 

it  must  have  become  extinct  at  a very  early  period,  as  the  Elective  Franchise,  which  was  by  the  Elective  Franchise. 

charter  vested  in  the  corporation,  was  for  very  many  years  previous  to  the  Union  enjoyed  by 

the  resident  householders  of  the  borough,  and  the  seneschal  of  the  manor  was  the  returning 

At  the  Union,  when  this  right  was  taken  away,  a claim  for  compensation  for  it  was  preferred  Union  Compensa- 
by  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  and  allowed,  and  a sum  of  £15,000  awarded  to  a trustee  to  the  tlon- 
use  of  the  duke  and  others  entitled  under  the  will  of  the  last  Earl  of  Cork  and  Burlington. 

3.  The  Duke  of  Devonshire  is  Lord  of  the  Manor  of  Tallagh,  in  which  the  town  is  situate,  Lord  of  the  Manor, 
and  as  such  he  until  recently  appointed  a seneschal,  who  at  onetime  held  a Court  of  Record  Court  of  Record. 

*own‘  Dr  this  court  he  exercised  jurisdiction  in  all  personal  actions  to  the  extent  of 
hi 5 Irish,  and  granted  attachments  against  the  body  or  goods,  on  an  affidavit  of  the  debt  and 
that  the  defendant  was  resident  within  the  manor.  * Whether  the  jurisdiction  so  assumed  was 
a relic  of  the  corporation,  and  derived  originally  from  the  charter,  or  whether  such  power  was 
conferred  by  the  patent  creating  the  manor,  the  late  seneschal  was  unable  to  say,  and  we  had 
not  the  means  of  forming  an  opinion,  the  agent  of  the  duke  not  considering  himself  at  liberty 
t0  produce  to  us  the  patent. 

, , , s*ffings  of  this  court  were  discontinued  about  15  or  16  years  ago  by  direction  of  the 
, ^nt,  and  from  that  period  the  seneschal  confined  himself  to  proceedings  by  civil  hill 
or  e recovery  of  debts  not  exceeding  40s.  Of  late,  however,  there  has  been  no  seneschal,  the 
person  who  was  last  appointed  by  the  lord  of  the  manor,  and  who  had  held  the  office  for  30 
7Geo  rjyignec|1about  six  years  ago,  not  being  able  to  give  the  security  required  by  the 


Cot  tComI)laints  were  made  by  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  that  the  Quarter  Sessions  for  the  County  Quarter 
jjl  n 5 are  only  held  once  a year  at  Lismore,  which  is  only  about  four  miles  distant,  while  Sessions. 

..  Ule,  beld  three  times  in  the  year  at  Dungarvan,  which,  though  in  the  same  division  of  the 
Unty, 13  more  than  20  miles  from  Tallagh. 
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5.  No  property  was  granted  to  the  corporation  by  the  charter  of  James  I An  onini 
exists  amongst  the  inhabitants  that  about  10  acres  of  land,  near  the.  town,  which  are  sHl 
called  the  Commons,  formerly  belonged  to  the  corporation.  The  place  has,  however  be' 
enclosed  for  the  last  70  years,  and  in  the  possession  of  the  lords  of  the  manor  and  their  tenant™ 

6.  A patent  was  granted  to  Sir  Richard  Boyle  by  James  I.,  in  the  eleventh  year  of  his  rei^n 
to  hold  two  Markets  weekly,  in  this  town,  on  Thursday  and  Saturday,  and  three  Fairs  year!  ' 
on  the  feasts  of  St.  Peter,  St.  Michael,  and  Corpus  Christi,  with  usual  tolls  and  customs ; but 
no  tolls  or  customs  are  now  collected  at  them. 

7.  Two  sets  of  Almshouses  are  in  the  course  of  being  erected  in  the  town,  one  by  (unds 

bequeathed  by  the  late  Roman  Catholic  parish  priest,  and  the  other  from  funds  left  by  a pri- 
vate individual  for  that  purpose.  * 

8.  The  place  is  apparently  in  a state  of  rapid  decay ; there  is  no  manufacture  and  very 

little  trade.  * 

9.  The  following  Table  exhibits  the  numbers  and  condition  of  the  population  and  state  of 
the  town,  in  the  year  1831 : 

Population : males  1426 ; females  1354.  Total  2780. 

Occupations,  viz. 

Families  chiefly  employed  in  agriculture  - 1 1 

Ditto  in  trade,  manufacture,,  or  handicraft  - - 298 

Ditto  not  included  in  the  above  classes  - - 292 

Houses : inhabited,  451 ; uninhabited,  26. 

ACHESON  LYLE,  . . 

PHILIP  FOGARTY,  J Lnmm^oneTs. 

N.  B.  Inquiry  held  on  the  13th  day  of  September  1833. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS  IN  IRELAND. 


103 


REPORT 


THE  BOROUGH  OF  YOUGHAL. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


104 


REPORTS  FROM  COMMISSIONERS  ON 


CONTENTS. 


Page 

•Charters 105 

Style 107 

Limits  of  Borough 107 

Corporation,  Classes  of 107 

Mayor  and  Constable  of  the  Staple  . . 107 

Mayor 107 

Bailiffs 107 

Aldermen 107 

Burgesses 107 

Freemen  at  large 107 

Patron 108 

Freemen  of  Trade 109 

Council 109 

Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred 109 

Officers  of  Corporation 109 

Recorder 

Town  Clerk 110 

Clerk  of  the  Crown 110 

Clerk  of  the  Peace  . . . . . .110 

Swordbearer 110 

High  Constable 110 

Serjeants  at  Mace 110 

Water  Bailiff HO 

Treasurer HO 

Beadle HO 

Gaoler ...Ill 

Court  of  Quarter  Sessions HI 

Juries _ 211 

Court  of  Record 

Justices 

Police 

Charities H2 

Schools 212 

Property  of  Corporation 

Income 212 

Expenditure 

Debt 112 

Lettings  of  Property 113 

TolIs 113 

Harbour  Dues H3 

L'Shting 114 

Water 

Population ll4 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS  IN  IRELAND. 


105 


CORK. 


YOUGHAL. 


BOROUGH  OF  YOUGHAL. 


1.  THE  corporation  of  the  town  of  Youghal  appears  to  have  existed  by  prescription. 

It  is  supposed  that  a Charter  of  incorporation  was  granted  to  the  town  by  King  John,  but  if  Charters. 
anv  such  was  granted,  no  trace  can  be  found  of  it  either  amongst  the  records  of  the  corporation, 
or  in  the  Roll’s  Office  in  Dublin,  or  in  the  Tower  of  London,  though  it  is  said  there  is  a copy  of 
such  charter  in  the  British  Museum. 

The  earliest  charter  that  can  be  found  is  amongst  the  English  Patent  Rolls  in  the  Tower  of 
London,  of  31  Edward  Ill.m.  17,  and  is  stated  in  the  Calendar  of  English  Patent  Rolls,  to  31  Edward  3. 
he  a murage  grant. 

The  earliest  charter  now  extant  in  the  repositories  of  records  in  Ireland,  was  granted  by  26th  January. 
Edward  III.  It  bears  date  the  26th  of  January,  in  the  forty -ninth  year  of  his  reign,  1374-5,  49  Edward  III. 
(enrolled  Pot.  Pat.  49  Edward  III.  m.  2.  f.)  The  charter  grants  to  the  sovereign,  bailiffs,  and 
good  men,  of  the  town  ofYoghill,  certain  tolls  and  customs,  therein  specified,  on  certain  articles 
coming  to  the  town  to  be  sold,  whether  by  land  or  water,  for  a limited  period,  in  aid  of  the  murage 
and  pavage,  and  other  necessary  works  of  the  said  town,  provided  that,  at  the  end  of  each  year, 
they  should  account  for  same  before,  the  bishop,  dean,  and  par-son  of  Cloyne,  for  the  time 
being,  or  one  of  them,  and  that  those  auditors,  or  one  of  them,  should  have  said  amount 
distinctly  and  aptly,  from  time  to  time,  before  the  treasurer  and  barons  of  the  Court  of 
Exchequer  in  Ireland. 

The  next  charter  is  one  of  the  4th  day  of  July,  49  Edward  III.,  1375,  (enrolled  Rot.  4th  July. 

Pat.  49  Edward  III.  m.  13,)  which,  on  the  petition  of  the  sovereign,  merchants,  and  49  Edward  III. 

commons  of  the  town  of  Y oghill,  complaining  of  being  compelled  to  pay  certain  dues  on 

certain  staple  articles  in  the  harbour  of  Cork,  beyond  what  they  should  have  paid,  grants  that. 

these  dues  should,  in  future,  be  paid  in  the  port  of  Yoghill,  and  that  the  acquittances  for 

such  payments  and  receipts  should,  in  future,  be  given  in  such  port,  under  the  seal  of  the 

cocquet,  so  that  the  said  sovereign,  merchants,  and  commons  should  not  be  molested  or 

obstructed  on  account  thereof. 


A charter  of  3 Richard  II.  is  found  in  the  Tower  of  London,  in  the  Rot.  Pat.  3 Richard  II.  3 Richard  II. 
m.  16,  which  is  stated  in  the  above-mentioned  Calendar  of  English  Patent  Rolls,  to  be  a 
confirmation  of  liberties  for  the  men  ofYoghill. 

The  next  charter  is  one  of  the  12th  Februaiy,  in  the  twentieth  year  of  Richard  II.,  1397,  20  Richard  II. 
(enrolled  Rot.  Pat.  2 Hen.  V.)  granting  customs  and  cocquet  for  a limited  period. 

It  is  stated  in  the  Calendar  above  mentioned,  that  a charter  of  the  twenty-second  year  of  22  Richard  II. 
Richard  II.  is  enrolled  in  the  Tower  of  London,  in  the  rolls  of  that  year,  m.  1 7,  granting 
the  office  of  searcher  and  water  bailiff  of  Yoghill. 

The  next  charter  is  dated  on  the  12th  of  May  in  the  fifth  year  of  Henry  IV.  (enrolled  5 Henry  IV. 
Rot,  Pat.  27  Elizabeth,  m.  16.  d.,)  and  is  merely  a licence  to  treat  with  rebels. 

The  next  charter  bears  date  on  the  3d  of  February,  in  the  second  year  of  Henry  V.  (1414,  3d  February, 
enrolled  Rot.  Pat.  second  year  of  Henry  V.,  article  150.)  It  recites  the  charters  of  the  26th  2 Henry  V. 
of  January,  49  Edward  III.,  and  of  the  20  Richard  II.,  and  confirms  and  extends  the  period 
for  taking  the  customs  thereby  granted. 

.JhenexHs  dated  the  6th  of  February,  in  the  same  year,  (enrolled  on  the  same  roll,  article  6th  February. 
rCC*tes  and  Gon^rms  that  of  Henry  IV.,  and  extends  the  period  of  treating  with  2 Henry  V. 


, ® ne*t  is  dated  on  the  28th  of  December,  in  the  second  year  of  Edward  IV.,  1462,  2 Edward  IV. 

ofth  ^ ^0t  ^>a*"  ^ ' dac‘  P'  m-  L)  It  grants  to  the  sovereign,  provosts,  and  burgesses 
of  tltG  tC?  and  tne*r  success°rs,  burgesses  of  the  said  town,  customs  and  cocquet  for  the  repair 
e walls,  to  be  received  by  the  sovereign  and*  provosts,  and  the  account  thereof  to  be  taken 
om  year  to  year,  before  two  most  sufficient  and  discreet  burgesses  of  the  said  town  yearly,  to 
to  th  °pn  1°  ^lat  end  ky  the  commons  of  the  said  town,  and  no  account  thereof  to  be  given 
well  6ft  Xc  le1ue.Fj  and  that  the  sovereign  and  provosts  should  have  cognizance  of  all  pleas,  as 
01  tenures  lying  within  the  said  town,  by  fresh  force,  as  of  all  personal  actions  to  any  amount, 
to  trad '™r  t0-  *n<Pure  and  punish  regraters  and  forestalled,  and  power  to  license  strangers 

shoullVUfldtOWn’  Providing  that  if  any  traded  without  such  licence,  their  merchandises 
sovere'  6 *0r/eded  f°r  the  benefit  of  the  said  sovereign,  provosts,  and  burgesses,  and  that  the 
of  '8?  and  provosts  should  have  the  assize  of  bread  and  beer,  and  the  custody  and  assize 
andthffrt,  and  measures  and  all  other  things  to  the  office  of  clerk  of  the  market  belonging, 
derk  nf  tb  S0VereiSn  should  be  escheator  and  admiral  of  the  said  town,  excluding  any  other 
pleas  of  1 Ifarket’  escheat.or,  and  admiral,  and  that  the  sovereign  should  have  power  of  all 
one  of tb  3nt_and  ad  assize  happening  in  the  same  town;  and  that  said  town  should  be 
jf  q ePetty  limbs  of  the  cinque  ports  of  Ireland. 
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12  Henry  VII. 


1 Elizabeth. 


27  Elizabeth. 


29  Elizabeth. 


7 James  I. 


A charter  was  also  granted  in  1 Richard  III.,  merely  of  confirmation. 

The  next  charter  is  dated  on  the  17th  day  of  May,  in  the  second  year  of  Richard  III 
enrolled  as  the  charter  of  Edward  IV.  This  charter  gives  the  principal  officers  the  names  if 
mayor  and  bailiffs,  and  directs  that  they  should  be  chosen  by  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
town,  then  admitted  into  the  franchises  thereof,  on  Friday  before  the  feast  of  St.  Matthew,  and 
incorporates  the  town  by  the  name  of  “ The  Mayor,  Bailiffs,  Burgesses,  and  Commonalty  of  the 
Town  of  Youghal and  gives  to  the  mayor  and  bailiffs  cognizance  of  all  pleas  both  personal 
and  of  lands,  rents,  & c.  in  a court  to  be  held  on  every  Friday,  and  all  fines,  issues,  profits 
amercements,  and  forfeitures  therein,  to  belong  to  the  mayor  and  bailiffs  of  the  said  town;  and 
that  any  one  of  them  should  have  jurisdiction  in  the  absence  of  the  others  ; and  that  all  persons 
then  or  thereafter  admitted  to  the  freedom  of  the  town  by  the  mayor  and  bailiffs,  according  to 
the  custom  of  the  town,  should  be  free  of  tolls  and  other  duties,  therein  specified,  throughout 
England  and  Ireland,  and  that  the  corporation  should  collect  and  receive  custom  and  cocquet 
in  the  ports,  creeks,  and  pills  of  the  town,  that  is  to  say,  from  the  headland  of  Ardmore,! Ld 
Capel  island,  unto  the  island  of  Tooreen,  as  well  by  land  as  by  water,  unto  the  sea,  to  be 
collected  by  the  mayor  and  bailiffs,  and  to  be  expended  in  repairing  and  re-edifying  said  town, 
and  an  account  thereof  to  be  rendered  before  two  discreet  burgesses  of  the  said  town,  to  be 
chosen  yearly  by  the  commonalty  for  that  purpose,  and  no  account  thereof  to  be  given  in  the 
Exchequer. 

The  next  charter  bears  date  on  the  25th  day  of  August,  in  the  twelfth  year  of  Henry  VII. 
(enrolled  as  the  charter  of  Edward  IV.)  It  directs  the  election  of  mayor  and  bailiffs  to  be 
made  as  before  granted  by  the  charter  of  2 Richard  III.,  and  confirms  all  former 
privileges.  It  grants  custom  and  cocquet  to  be  collected  by  the  mayor,  and  expended  and 
accounted  for  as  before,  together  with  power  to  the  mayor  to  inquire  of  and  punish  regrater;; 
the  fines  to  be  converted  to  the  use  of  the  said  town.  It  also  granted  similar  power  as  granted 
by  former  charters  to  the  mayor  with  respect  to  the  offices  of  escheator,  clerk  of  the  market, 
and  admiral  of  the  said  town. 

The  next  charter  bears  date  the  3d  day  of  July,  in  the  first  year  of  the  reign  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  (enrolled  as  the  last,)  and  grants  to  the  corporation  the  power  of  purchasing  lands 
to  themselves  in  fee,  provided  same  should  not  exceed  the  annual  value  of  £6. 

Tire  next  charter  bears  date  on  the  18th  day  of  July,  in  the  twenty-seventh  year  of  Elizabeth, 
and  is  enrolled  in  the  charter  of  Edward  IV.  It  confirms  all  former  privileges,  liberties,  &c., 
by  the  charters  of  Edward  IV.,  and  subsequent  charters  granted,  or  otherwise,  lawfully  by  them 
theretofore  had,  used,  and  enjoyed ; further  grants  to  the  corporation  the  office  of  gauger  within 
the  said  port  and  town,  so  long  as  they  should  properly  execute  the  office,  and  that  they  should 
have  one  mease  of  herrings  in  the  year  out  of  any  boat  that  should  fish  for  herrings  within  the 
liberties,  in  like  manner  as  Waterford  and  Dungarvan,  or  either  of  them,  do  or  ought  to  receive 
and  take,  under  condition  that  they  should,  as  often  as  need  be,  repair  and  maintain  the  quay 
and  walls  of  the  town.  It  further  also  grants  to  them  the  ferry,  or  passage  boat  of  Youghal, 
and  all  tolls,  commodities,  perquisites,  &c.,  for  passage  of  the  subjects  of  the  Queen,  to  be  taken 
as  formerly,  at  a yearly  rent  of  6s.  8cZ.,  and  exempts  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs,  burgesses,  and 
commonalty,  from  the  payment  of  all  executions  or  impositions  called  “ cesse.” 

A Queen’s  letter  appears  on  record,  bearing  date  the  16th  March,  29  Elizabeth,  (enrolled 
Rot.  Pat.  29  Elizabeth,  a.  20,)  whereby  the  Queen  authorizes  a grant  to  the  town  of  1 oughill 
of  nine  quarters  of  land,  viz. : Ballyntra,  five  quarters;  Ballynmonty,  alias  Ballynite,  one  quarter; 
Kilnecaregy,  two  quarters;  and  Ballynemodugg,  one  quarter;  lying  in  the  county  of  Waterford, 
for  ever  in  fee  farm.  But  we  were  not  able  to  find  any  charter  made  pursuant  to  same. 

The  next  charter,  and  that  which  the  corporation  consider  the  governing  one,  bears  date  on 
the  22d  day  of  December,  in  the  seventh  year  of  J ames  I.  (enrolled  Rot  Pat.  7 Jac.  I.  p.  3,  m.  1.) 
It  recites  and  confirms  the  charters  of  Edward  IV.,  2 Richard  III.,  12  Henry  VII.,  1 and 
27  Elizabeth,  and  confirms  also  all  other  charters  and  privileges  theretofore  enjoyed  by  them, 
saving  the  custom  of  poundage,  for  the  purpose  (as  stated  in  it)  of  preventing  ambiguities  in 
former  grants.  It  grants  to  the  corporation  the  office  of  admiral  of  all  tilings  belonging^ 
the  admiralty,  within  the  limits  mentioned  in  the  charter  of  Richard  III.,  with  all  the  profits 
thereof,  without  any  account  to  be  rendered  to  the  Crown,  and  that  they  might  receive  and 
possess  murage,  cranage,  quayage,  anchorage,  and  lastage,  of  all  merchandise  imported  or 
exported  into  or  out  of  the  port  of  Youghal,  in  like  manner  as  in  Waterford  and  Clonmel 
It  authorizes  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  and  burgesses  to  meet  together  as  often  as  they  might  thins 
proper,  and  consult  for  the  good  of  the  town,  and  make  bye-laws,  and  empowers  the  mavor  an 
bailiffs  to  inflict  fines  for  the  violation  of  such  laws,  and  to  imprison  the  offenders  until  the  fines 
should  be  paid.  It  confirms  to  the  corporation  all  lands  theretofore  enjoyed  by  them  an 
grants  them  two  markets  weekly,  one  on  Wednesday  and  the  other  on  Saturday,  together  wi 
all  tolls,  &c.  to  said  markets  belonging ; and  also  two  fairs  to  be  held  yearly  in  said  W°, 
on  the  eve  and  feast  of  St.  Luke  and  day  following ; and  the  other  on  the  eve  and  ea;.i.e 
the  Ascension  and  day  following,  with  a Court  of  Pie  Poudre.  It  grants  a corporation  o 
staple  as  fully  as  in  Dublin.  The  mayor  and  bailiffs  of  the  town  of  each  year  to  he  mayor  ^ 
constables  of  the  staple  of  the  succeeding  year.  It  empowers  the  mayor,  with  consen  0 
aldermen,  to  appoint  an  alderman  deputy  mayor,  to  do  all  things  that  to  the  office  0 ® ^ ^ 
escheator,  clerk  of  the  market,  admiral,  and  say-master  of  the  said  town  belong.  an(j 

the  corporation  the  goods  of  all  felons,  outlaws,  and  condemned  persons,  and  all  ® ^ 
amercements  in  the  same  town  happening  or  arising,  and  also  the  forfeiture  of  all  go  ^ 
chattels  not  entered,  and  wrecks  of  the  sea,  within  the  port  of  the  town  and  liberties 
It  grants  that  the  mayor,  recorder,  and  bailiffs  shall  be  justices  of  the  peace  an  0 > 
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nd  terminer  and  gaol  delivery  within  the  said  town,  with,  a non  intromittent  clause  as  to  YOUGHAL. 

41  other  justices  of  the  peace,  and  that  the  mayor  and  recorder  shall  also  be  justices  of  the 
county  of  Cork.  It  further  grants  to  the  mayor  for  the  time  being,  the  offices  of  coroner, 
assay  master,  and  feodary,  with  all  profits  to  the  said  offices  belonging,  for  the  use  of  the 
corporation.  It  also  grants  to  the  corporation,  customs  and  cocquet  of  all  merchantable 
jjjjjLg  to  be  imported  into  the  said  town,  or  to  be  exported  out  of  the  said  port,  to  be  expended 
and  laid  out  in  reparation  of  the  walls  of  the  said  town,  in  as  large  and  ample  a manner  as  same 
ffas  crranted  by  the  charter  of  Henry  VII.,  securing  to  the  King  the  custom  or  subsidy  of 
pounce,  and  that  a sword  shall  be  carried  before  the  mayor,  and  that  the  corporation  may 
appoint  a swordbearer  to  hold  his  office  during  good  behaviour.  It  further  grants  to  the 
corporation  that  all  vessels  that  shall  enter  the  said  port,  between  Ardmore  Head  and  Capel 
Island,  shall  land,  and  discharge,  and  load  at  the  quay  of  the  said  town,  and  nowhere  else 
within 'the  said  port,  without  leave  of  the  mayor  and  bailiffs,  and  that  all  commodities  so 
discharged,  or  shipped,  at  the  said  quay,  shall  be  exposed  for  sale  to  the  mayor,  bailiffs, 
burgesses,  and  commonalty,  and  not  elsewhere,  or  to  any  other  person  or  persons,  foreigners, 
without  the  said  port.  It  grants  power  to  hold  a Court  of  Record  in  every  week  on  Tuesday 
and  Friday  before  the  mayor,  recorder,  and  bailiffs,  or  their  deputies,  or  any  of  them,  and 
jurisdiction  in  all  actions. 

A charter  of  the  17th  May,  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  James  I.  (enrolled  Rot.  Pat.  15  Jac.  I.  15  James  I. 
p.  5.  m.  19.  d.)  grants  certain  privileges  to  the  corporation  of  the  staple. 

A King’s  letter  of  the  14th  February,  in  the  year  1660,  (enrolled  Rot.  Pat.  15  Car.  II.  15  Charles  II. 
p.  4.  m.  68,)  authorizes  the  restoration  to  the  corporation  of  all  the  former  privileges  and 
possessions. 

A charter  of  James  II.,  dated  on  the  18th  day  of  April,  in  the  fourth  year  of  his  reign,  and  4 James  II. 
enrolled,  (Rot.  Pat.  4 James  II.  p.  2.  m.  34.  d,)  remodelled  this  corporation.  But  this  charter 
is  considered  to  have  no  force. 

The  present  Style,  of  the  corporation  is  “ The  Mayor,  Bailiffs,  Burgesses,  and  Commonalty  Style, 
of  the  Town  of  Youghal,”  and  this  has  been  the  style  since  the  charter  of  Richard  III. 

3.  The  Limits  of  the  ancient  Borough  were  somewhat  more  extensive  than  those  prescribed  Limits  of  Borough, 
by  the  Boundary  Act  of  the  2,  3 William  IV. ; the  latter  include  very  little  more  than  the 

town  as  built  on. 

4.  The  several  Classes  of  members  of  the  Corporation  are,  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  burgesses.  Classes  of 

(including  the  aldermen)  and  freemen  at  large.  Corporation. 

5.  The  ex-mayor  is  called  Mayor  of  the  Staple,  and  the  ex-bailiffs  are  called  Constables  of  Mayor  and  Con- 

the  Staple,  but  have  no  duties  to  perform  as  such;  and  there  is  a class  of  freemen,  not  being  of  the 

members  of  the  corporation,  who  are  called  Freemen  of  Trade.  Freemen  of  Trade. 

The  Mayor  is  elected  annually  at  a court  of  election  held  every  29th  of  June ; he  must  be  Mayor,  Election  of. 
chosen  from  the  burgesses,  and  every  member  of  the  corporation  is  entitled  to  vote  at  such 
election ; he  is  sworn  into  office  on  the  29th  of  September  following,  according  to  the  “ New 
Rules,”  if  approved  by  the  lord  lieutenant  and  council. 

The  mayor  is  head  of  the  corporation,  he  presides  at  all  its  meetings,  he  is  a justice  of  the  Privileges  of. 
peace  for  the  borough,  and  also  of  the  county  of  Cork ; he  is  coroner  and  clerk  of  the  market 
within  the  borough.  His  Salary  is  £200  per  annum,  and  he  has  some  Fees  in  the  Court  of  Salary  and  Emo- 
Record,  and  used  to  get  perquisites  from  oyster,  herring,  and  coal  vessels,  which  are  not  now  laments  of. 
regularly  paid ; die  is  also  entitled  to  fees  on  the  admission  of  freemen,  and  on  the  swearing 
of  recruits. 


6.  The  Bailiffs  are  also  elected  annually  from  amongst  the  freemen  at  large  at  the  same  Bailiffis,  Election  of. 
court  of  election  as  the  mayor,  and  are  sworn  into  office  at  the  same  time.  The  bailiffs  have 
been  always  chosen  from  amongst  residents,  and  must  continue  so  during  their  year  of  office. 

They  are  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  borough,  are  constituent  members  of  the  corporation, 
and  it  is  considered  that  no  legal  meeting  of  the  corporate  body  can  be  held  without  the 
presence  of  at  least  one  of  them.  They  have  salaries  of  £50  per  annum,  and  are  entitled  to 
fees  on  affidavits  sworn  before  them  as  judges  of  the  Court  of  Record. 

7-  The  Aldermen  are  those  burgesses  who  have  served  the  office  of  mayor.  By  being  alder-  Aldermen, 
men  they  do  not  cease  to  be  burgesses.  The  only  additional  privileges  of  an  alderman  are 
that  two  aldermen  must  by  charter  be  assenting  parties  to  the  appointment  of  a deputy  by 
the  mayor,  and  that  the  aldermen  with  the  mayor  elect  the  butter  weighmaster.  The  number 
of  aldermen  is  unlimited,  but  in  consequence  of  the  practice  of  re-electing  the  same  persons 
frequently  to  the  office  of  mayor,  they  are  not  numerous.  They  are  frequently  re-elected  to 

the  office  of  bailiff. 

8.  The  Burgesses  are  such  of  the  freemen  at  large,  as  have  served  the  office  of  bailiff.  They  ®es* Privi 

are  a constituent  part  of  the  corporate  body,  and  must  join  with  the  mayor  and  bauifrs  in 
convening  special  meetings  of  the  corporation,  and  no  freeman  can  be  elected  mayor  who  is  not 
a urgess.  Their  other  privileges  are  those  of  freemen  at  large.  The  number  ol  the  bur- 
gesses is  not  limited.  They  are  at  present  20,  including  the  aldermen.  Burgesses  who  have 
the  office  of  mayor,  as  well  as  those  who  have,  are  frequently  re-elected  to  the  office 


ro9-,The  Freemen  at  large  of  the  corporation  are  chosen  at  a Court  of  D Oyer  Hundred,  con- 
ened  specially  by  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  and  burgesses,  by  a precept  under  their  hands.  This 
precept  must  be  agreed  to  at  a meeting  of  those  classes  convened  by  the  mayor,  winch  he 
^ 'ds  own  discretion,  and  the  majority  at  such  meetings  decide  whether  the  precept 


Freemen  at  large. 
Election  of. 
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REPORTS  FROM  COMMISSIONERS  ON 


YOUGHAL. 

Proposal  of  Candi- 
dates for  the  Free- 
dom. 

Qualification  of. 
Fees  on  Admission. 


Patron. 


Freemen,  Number 
of. 

Religion  of. 


shall  issue  or  not  No  meeting  of  the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred  can  take  place  -without  suA 
precept.,  and  when  assembled  the  mayor  can  adjourn  it  from  time  to  time ; and  as  it  is  conceived 
that  a portion  of  each  constituent  class  of  the  corporation  must  be  present  for  the  doin*  nf 
a valid  corporate  act,  it  follows  that  the  mayor  has  the  power  of  dissolving  the  court  at 
pleasure,  a power  which  he  sometimes  exercises. 

The  mayor  claims  and  exercises  the  exclusive  right  of  proposing  all  Candidates  for  admission 
to  the  Freedom.  This  right  was  questioned  in  the  year  1808,  and  an  application  was  made  to 
the  Court  of  King’s  Bench  for  liberty  to  file  a criminal  information  against  the  mayor  for 
refusing  to  put  the  question  as  to  a candidate  for  admission  proposed  by  a freeman.  But  the 
court  being  of  opinion,  on  cause  being  shown,  that  the  mayor  acted  bond  fide  on  the  occasion,  in 
the  assertion  of  a privilege  which  he  supposed  to  exist,  and  not  from  corrupt  motives,  refused  to 
grant  the  liberty,  so  that  no  decision  on  the  question  of  right  was  had,  and  all  subsequent 
mayors  have  continued  to  exercise  it. 

10.  There  is  no  Qualification  necessary  in  any  person  to  be  admitted  a freeman,  nor  is  any 
right  to  the  freedom  now  recognised. 

11.  The  Sum  which  persons  admitted  to  the  freedom  are  bound  to  pay  is  £5  Irish,  but 

since  the  late  change  in  the  currency  they  generally  pay  £5  British.  This  sum  is  disposed  of 
as  follows,  viz. : £ s‘ 

Stamp  duty  - - - 3 0 0 

To  the  mayor  - - - 0 6 8 

Recorder  - - - 0 7 6 

Swordbearer  - - - 0 2 8 

Two  serjeants  at  mace  - - 0 2 2 

and  the  residue  to  the  town  clerk. 

12.  The  election  to  the  above-mentioned  corporate  offices,  and  also  to  the  offices  of  recorder, 
town  clerk,  and  treasurer,  and  the  election  of  freemen,  arc  made  in  point  of  form  by  the  votes 
of  all  the  members  of  the  corporate  body  assembled  either  in  their  annual  or  special  courts  of 
election,  or  in  the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred,  as  above  described  ; but  it  appears  that,  in  fact,  the 
nomination  to  those  offices,  and  to  the  freedom  of  the  corporation,  has  been  for  a considerable 
time  substantially  vested  in  a political  Patron.  Up  to  the  year  1822,  the  late  and  present 
Earls  of  Shannon  were,  successively,  patrons  of  the  corporation,  and  from  that  year  the  political 
patronage  and  influence  in  the  corporation  have  been  vested  in  the  Duke  of  Devonshire.  The 
transfer  of  the  patronage  of  the  borough  from  Lord  Shannon  to  the  duke  was  effected  by 
means  of  legal  proceedings  taken  by  his  grace  to  dispossess  several  members  of  the  corporation, 
and  the  corporate  body  itself,  from  valuable  tenements  then  in  their  possession.  These  tene- 
ments had  been  originally  parts  of  the  bed  and  soil  of  the  river  Black  Water,  between  high  and 
low  water  mark,  which  were  reclaimed  from  the  river  by  the  corporation  and  its  tenants, 
and  upon  which  valuable  premises  were  erected,  and  amongst  others  the  town-house  of  the 
corporation.  The  duke  claimed  these  premises  under  a patent  to  his  ancestor.  Sir  Richard 
Boyle,  the  first  Earl  of  Cork,  by  which  the  soil  and  bed  of  the  river  Black  Water  were  granted 
to  him  and  his  heirs ; and  he  having  succeeded  in  the  courts  in  Ireland,  and  writs  of  error  to  the 
House  of  Lords  having  been  sued  out  by  the  tenants  of  the  corporation,  in  the  spring  of  lb'-j 
an  arrangement  of  the  litigation  was  effected,  with  the  consent  of  Lord  Shannon,  the  then 
patron,  by  which  it  was  agreed  that  the  political  influence  which  had  been  previously  exercised 
by  him  should  be  transferred  to  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  his  grace  agreeing,  on  the  abandon- 
ment of  the  writs  of  error,  and  on  his  getting  possession  of  the  several  premises,  to  compen- 
sate the  individual  members  of  the  corporation  for  the  sums  expended  by  them  on  their 
holdings,  and  to  grant  them  leases  of  their  respective  tenements  at  moderate  rents. 

This,  arrangement  was  soon  after  carried  into  execution.  The  individuals  who  were  ejected 
were  compensated  by  his  grace,  and  their  holdings  relet  to  them  ; but  the.  corporation  itselt 
received  no  compensation  for  the  loss  of  the  town-house  and  of  some  land,  in  the  building  an 
reclaiming  of  which  it  had  expended  about  £3000;  his  grace,  however,  permits  the  town- 
house  to  be  used  for  public  purposes.  The  influence  of  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  in  the  cor- 
poration was  secured  by  the  admission  of  himself,  and  more  than  fifty  of  his  friends,  to  tne 
freedom  of  the  corporation  on  the  16th  of  May  1822.  From  that  period  until  the  election  o 
officers  for  the  present  year,  the  names  of  the  persons  about  to  be  elected  to  the  several  otpees 
in  the 'corporation,  and  to  be  admitted  as  freemen,  were  dictated  or  approved  of  by  Ins  graces 
Irish  agent,  and  the  representative  in  Parliament  for  the  borough,  until  the  last  election,  was 
nominated  by  the  duke.  In  short,  all  the  leading  members  of  the  corporation  have  sm 
considered  themselves  trustees  for  his  grace  in  every  matter  connected  with  it,  save  ^ 
financial  arrangements,  with  which  he  has  not  directly  interfered,  and  although  the  duke, 
his  agent,  did  not  interfere  at  the  last  election  of  officers,  or  at  the  election  for  a nwtfflW, 
the  borough  in  1832,  yet  they  still  consider  themselves  bound  by  the  arrangement  o 
so  that  the  power  of  admitting  persons  to  the  freedom  of  the  corporation  of  Youghalisp 
tically  vested  in  the  Duke  of  Devonshire.  , 

13.  There  are  at  present  about  198  Freemen  at  large,  exclusive  of  the  mayor, 
burgesses,  of  whom  40  are  resident  within  the  borough,  and  20  others  within  seven 
miles.  All  the  rest  are  non-resident. 

.14.  The  freemen  are  nearly  all  members  of  the  Established  Church,  the  only 
being  two  Methodists,  six  Quakers,  and  three  Roman  Catholics.  These  last,  toge  ^ 
one  other  Roman  Catholic,  now  dead,  were  admitted  in  August  1829 ; certain  bye-  ai  ^ 
had  been  previously  in  force,  excluding  Roman  Catholics  from  the  freedom  at  large, 
been  previously  on  that  day  repealed. 
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V There  is  a great  degree  of  consanguinity  and  Relationship  amongst  the  resident  members 

. , corporation.  The  sons,  sons-in-law,  or  other  relatives  of  the  aldermen  and  burgesses 
] ' o- the  persons  usually  admitted,  and  nearly  all  the  non-resident  members  are  persons  in 
thconfidence  of  the  patron  or  his  agent.  This  exclusiveness,  operating  to  the  prejudice  of 
- wal  respectable  residents  of  different  religious  persuasions,  has  naturally  produced  much  and 
Sl-arounded  dissatisfaction  in  the  excluded. 

]6  Though  no  Right  to  the  Freedom  at  large  is  now  recognised,  such  was  not  always  the 

appears  by  various  entries  in  the  corporation  books,  commencing  in  the  year  1610,  and 
ending  in  tjie  year  1774,  that  until  the  latter  year  several  persons  were  admitted  as  of  right, 
claimin'*  by  birth,  marriage,  or  service,  but  the  extent  of  those  rights  does  not  appear  by  those 
entries  To  have  been  distinctly  defined.  In  the  year  l756,  a resolution  of  the  Court  of  D’Oyer 
Hundred  limited  the  right  by  marriage  to  an  inhabitant  of  the.  town  marrying  the  eldest  daughter 
of  a resident  freeman  at  large,  the  right  by  birth  to  the  eldest  son  of  a freeman  at  large,  and  the 
ri<*ht  by  service  to  such  persons  as  should  have  served  apprenticeships  of  seven  years  to  any 
trade  with  a freeman  at  large  of  the  town. 

On  the  17th  of  January  1774,  a Bye-law  was  passed,  whereby  the  last-mentioned  resolution, 
and  all  other  bye-laws  and  regulations  recognising  any  right  to  the  freedom  were  repealed ; 
and  a bye-law  of  the  28th  September  1719  was  re-enacted,  whereby  it  was  declared  “ that  no 
person  whatsoever,  on  any  pretence  whatever,  should  have  any  right  to  claim  to  be  free  of  the 
corporation  but  such,  and  such  only,  as  the  members  of  the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred,  with  the 
consent  of  the  mayor  and  bailiffs,  or  the  members  of  the  common  council  legally  assembled, 
should  think  fit.”  From  the  passing  of  this  bye-law  no  person  has  been  admitted  to  the 
freedom  of  the  corporation,  save  by  grace ; and  the  result  has  been,  that  the  corporation  has 
degenerated  into  a select  body,  consisting  of  the  members  of  a few  families  in  the  town,  and 
the  non-resident  friends  of  the  patron. 

17.  The  Privileges  of  a Freeman  at  large  are,  the  power  of  voting  in  the  Court  of  D’Oyer 
Hundred,  and  courts  of  election,  and  exemption  from  all  tolls  and  customs,  except  the  market 
tolls.  Although  the  charter  makes  them  free  of  all  other  towns  in  England  and  Ireland, 
we  have  not  discovered  that  such  privilege  is  exercised  or  claimed. 

18.  There  is  another  class  of  freemen  who  are  not  members  of  the  corporation,  called  Freemen 
of  Trade.  This  class  appears  by  the  books  to  have  existed  from  a very  early  period,  and  probably 
had  its  origin  from  a clause  in  the  charter  of  Edward  IV.  giving  to  the  sovereign  and  provosts 
(now  mayor  and  bailiffs)  power  to  license  foreigners  to  trade  in  the  town,  and  to  seize  the  goods 
of  foreigners  exposed  for  sale,  unless  so  licensed,  to  be  forfeited  for  the  benefit  of  the  town. 

The  freemen  of  trade  are  admitted  in  the  same  manner  as  the  freemen  at  large.  This  free- 
dom has  been  much  more  liberally  disposed  of  than  the  freedom  at  large ; as  it  conferred  no 
political  power,  the  patrons  do  not  appear  to  have  interfered  in  the  granting  of  it.  The  only 
privilege  possessed  by  a freeman  of  trade,  is  exemption  from  tolls  and  customs,  except  market 
tolls.  The  same  fees  and  stamp  duty  are  payable  by  such  persons  on  their  admission  as  by 
freemen  at  large,  but  they  are  admitted  during  pleasure  only.  Previously  to  the  year  1795,  the 
bye-laws,  excluding  Roman  Catholics,  were  in  force  with  respect  to  the  freedom  of  trade, 
as  well  as  the  freedom  at  large ; and  a resolution  appears  on  the  books  disfranchising  certain 
persons  of  that  persuasion  who  had  crept  into  the  freedom  of  trade.  But  on  the  29th  of 
September,  in  that  year,  a bye-law  was  passed,  repealing  all  bye-laws  and  regulations  pro- 
hibiting the  admission  of  Roman  Catholics  to  the  freedom  of  trade,  and  several  of  them  were 
then  admitted,  and  they  have  continued  to  be  admitted  from  that  period  to  the  present  time. 

19.  The  Council  is  composed  of  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  and  burgesses,  including  the  aldermen. 
The  charter  confers  extensive  power  on  this  body  in  the  making  of  bye-laws  and  regulations 
for  the  government  of  the  town,  but  in  practice  the  only  function  it  now  performs  is  the.  issuing 
of  the  precept  for  convening  special  meetings  of  the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred,  and  special 
courts  of  election.  As  no  meeting  of  the  corporate  body,  however,  can  be  had,  except  in  its 
two  annual  courts,  (that  for  the  election,  and  that  for  the  swearing  in  of  officers,)  without  the 
issuing  of  such  preoept,  the  council,  in  effect,  possess  a veto  on  all  corporate  proceedings, 
except  the  election  and  swearing  in  of  the  annual  officers. 

20.  The  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred  is  an  assembly  of  all  the  members  of  the  corporation. 
It  possesses  the  power  of  admitting  freemen,  disposing  of  the  corporate  property,  and  doing  all 
other  corporate  acts,  except  the  election  of  officers. 

21.  In  addition  to  the  Mayor  and  Bailiffs,  who  are  essential  component  parts  of  the  cor- 
porate body,  the  other  Officers  are. 

The  Recorder. 

The  Town  Clerk. 

Clerk  of  the  Crown. 

Clerk  of  the  Peace. 

Treasurer. 

Swordbearer. 

Chief  Constable. 

Gaoler. 

Two  Serjeants  at  Mace. 

Beadle. 

Water  Bailiff. 

Clerk  of  the  Market. 

Pound  Keeper. 

Weighmaster. 
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YOUGHAL. 

Recorder. 


Town  Clerk,  Elec- 
tion of. 

Duties  of. 


Clerk  of  Crown. 


Clerk  of  Peace. 
Emoluments  of 
Town  Clerk. 


Clerk  of  Crown 
and  Peace. 
Salary  of. 
Emoluments. 


Swordbearer, 
Appointment  of. 


Salary  of. 

High  Constable. 


Serjeants  at  Mace. 


Water  Bailiff 
and  Clerk  of  the 
Market. 


Treasurer,  Election 
of. 


Beadle,  &c. 


22.  The  Recorder  is  elected  for  life  at  a special  meeting  of  all  the  corporate  body,  called 
Special  Court  of  Election,  convened  when  a vacancy  occurs,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Court 
of  D'Oyer  Hundred.  He  is  a justice  of  the  peace  tor  the  borough,  and  also  of  the  countv  “ 
Cork.  As  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  borough,  he  presides  as  one  of  the  judges  at  the  quart!! 
sessions  for  the  town,  and  he  assists  the  judges  of  the  Court  of  Record  as  assessor.  It  is  not 
considered  necessary  that  the  recorder  should  be  a professional  man.  The  present  Earl  of 
Shannon  was  recorder  until  the  year  1831,  when  he  resigned  on  its  being  intimated  to  him 
that  it  was  the  desire  of  the  inhabitants  and  corporation  that  the  recorder  should  be  a pro- 
fessional  man,  and  an  efficient,  officer.  The  present  recorder  is  a practising  banister,  who  is 
generally  resident  in  Dublin,  but  has  a place  of  residence  in  the  town,  and  comes  down  four  times 
a year  to  discharge  the  duties  of  his  office  at  quarter  sessions.  He  is  not  a freeman.  Before 
his  election,  in  June  1831,  his  name  was  submitted  to  the  agent  of  the  Duke  of  Devonshire 
and  approved  of  by  him.  He  never  performs  any  of  the  ordinary  duties  of  a justice  of  the 
peace.  His  salary  is  £50  per  annum,  and  he  has  some  emoluments  derived  from  fees  on  the 
admission  of  freemen. 

23.  The  Town  Clerk  is  also  elected  for  life  at  a special  court  of  election  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  recorder.  It  is  considered  necessary  that  he  should  be  an  attorney,  but  not  that  he 
should  be  a freeman ; the  present  town  clerk  is  both.  He  is  also  clerk  of  the  crown  and  clerk 
of  the  peace  of  the  borough.  As  town  clerk  he  attends  all  the  meetings  of  the  corporate  body, 
and  makes  the  entries  of  their  proceedings  in  the  town  book.  He  attends  the  mayor  when 
he  acts  as  coroner,  and  is  obliged  now,  under  the  Reform  Act,  to  attend  the  registry  of  voter? 
for  the  borough  at  the  quarter  sessions  and  assizes  of  the  county  of  Cork ; which  is,  occasionally, 
some  of  the  sessions’  towns  being  a great  distance  off,  a very  arduous  duty,  for  which  the  Act 
provides  no  remuneration. 

As  Clerk  of  the  Crown  he  has  no  actual  duty  to  perform,  as  such  duties  could  only  arise  in 
case  of  a special  commission  of  gaol  delivery  issuing  for  the  borough. 

As  Clerk  of  the  Peace  he  is  the  officer  of  the  quarter  sessions  of  the  borough,  and  performs 
the  ordinary  duties  of  clerk  of  the  peace.  The  salary  of  the  Town  Clerk  is  now  £75  Irish  per 
annum,  having  been  recently  increased  from  £50  in  favour  of  the  present  town  clerk,  inconse- 
quence of  additional  duties  imposed  on  him,  and  of  his  long  and  faithful  services  in  the  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  of  his  office.  The  correctness  and  assiduity  of  his  performance  of  those 
duties  could  not  be  more  fully  exemplified  than  in  the  valuable  assistance  afforded  by  him  in 
promoting  the  objects  of  our  inquiry.  As  town  clerk  he  has  fees  on  the  admission  of  freemen, 
fees  in  the  Court  of  Record  which  are  specified  in  the  docket  of  fees  in  that  court  herewith 
sent,  and  fees  on  the  filing  of  petitions  by  apprentices  to  be  discharged  from  their  masters, 
and  for  preparing  bonds  for  pawnbrokers,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  marshal  of  Dublin,  in 
order  to  obtain  their  licences. 

As  Clerk  of  the  Crown  and  Clevk  of  the  Peace,  £50  per  annum  is  presented  for  him  by  the 
grand  jury  of  the  county  of  Cork,  under  the  4 Geo.  IV.  c.  43,  in  lieu  of  fees  now  abolished, 
and  in  the  latter  office  he  has  fees  on  the  granting  of  annual  licences  to  publicans,  and  on  the 
licences  granted  to  the  venders  of  arms  and  gunpowder,  and  on  summonses  issued  from  the 
Clown  office. 

24.  The  Swordbearer  is  appointed  by  each  mayor,  during  his  year  of  office;  hut  in  practice 
the  individual  is  not  changed.  This  mode  of  appointment  is  at  variance  with  the  charter, 
which  vests  it  in  the  corporation  generally,  and  makes  the  office  one  for  life.  We  found  no 
authority  for  transferring  the  appointment. 

The  Salary  of  swordbearer  is  £10  per  annum,  and  he  is  also  annually  appointed  chief  con- 
stable of  the  borough  by  the  quarter  sessions  grand  jury.  His  salary  in  that  capacity  is  *15 
per  annum,  paid  by  the  corporation. 

25.  The  two  Serjeants  at  Mace  are  the  officers  who  execute  all  writs  from  the  Court  of 
Record,  except  attachments  against  goods  on  the  water.  They  are  appointed  by  the  mayor, 
and  their  salaries  are  10  guineas  each  per  annum.  They  are  entitled  to  fees  in  the  Court  o 
Record  specified  in  the  docket  of  fees,  and  the  usual  poundage  on  executions. 

26.  The  same  person  fills  the  office  of  Water  Bailiff  and  Clerk,  of  the  Market;  he  is  ap- 
pointed by  the  mayor.  As  water  bailiff  he  executes  on  the  water  attachments  against  goo ' 
issuing  from  the  Court  of  Record;  he  formerly  collected  the  tolls  and  customs,  and  then  liafl 
poundage  on  his  receipts.  As  clerk  of  the  market  he  keeps  the  corporation  beams  ana  scaes, 
and  seals  weights  and  measures.  The  tolls  and  customs  having  latterly  ceased  to  be  re. 
larly  collected,  he  has  £20  British  per  annum  from  the  corporation,  as  compensation  tor 
loss  of  his  poundage,  and  for  the  performance  of  his  duties  as  clerk  of  the  market. 

_ 27.  The  Treasurer  is  elected  annually  in  the  court  of  election.  His  duty  is  to  receive  ® 
disburse  the  corporate  revenue,  and  keep  the  accounts,  and  he  is  compensated  by  an  aim 
of  five  per  cent,  on  his  receipts.  The  present  treasurer  has  been  in  office  11  years,  having 
elected  on  the  decease  of  his  father,  and  is  a burgess.  His  accounts  are  made  up  aI“Ju 
every  29th  of  June,  when  they  are  laid  before  the  court  of  election,  held  on  that  m, 
submitted  to  auditors,  who  are  then  appointed,  and  who  continue  in  office  for  the  o 
year. 

28.  The  duties  of  the  Beadle,  Pound  Keeper,  and  Butter  Weigh-master  are  *nc^' . ^ 
the  names  of  their  repeetive  offices.  The  beadle  is  paid  by  a salary  of  £10  Per  ”, ernment 
pound  keeper  by  his  fees;  and  the  butter  weighmaster  has  an  allowance  from  0 j* 

under  the  10  Geo.  IV.  c.  41.  The  first  two  are  appointed  by  the  mayor,  and.  1 
the  mayor  and  aldermen. 
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09  The  Gaoler  is  appointed  by  the  mayor  during  good  behaviour;  his  duty  is  to  keep  the 
horou'di  gaol,  in  which  he  has  apartments  for  himself  and  family;  his  salary  is  £25  per 
annum.  Before  the  abolition  of  fees  it  was  only  £10. 

30  The  Gaol  is  for  the  custody  of  persons  committed  for  trial  or  under  sentence  of  the 
borourii  sessions,  and  of  prisoners  on  their  transit  to  the  county  gaol.  Deserters  taken  in  the 
borough  are  also  confined  in  it  until  transmitted  to  head  quarters  ; as  are  debtors  arrested  under 
process  from  the  Borough  Civil  Court.  It  was  built  by  and  is  maintained  at  the  expense  of  the 
corporation ; it  is  sufficiently  roomy,  but  has  no  court-yard  or  any  of  those  accommodations 
that  are  considered  essential  to  the  health  and  cleanliness  of  the  inmates  of  a prison. 

31.  The  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions,  which  is  held  by  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  and  recorder,  as 
justices  for  the  borough,  four  times  in  each  year,  has  jurisdiction  in  all  offences  committed  within 
the  town  and  liberties ; but  in  practice  larcenies  and  misdemeanours  are  the  ouly  offences  tried 
jn  it  and  the  punishments  usually  imposed  are  fine  and  imprisonment.  In  one  recent  case,  a 
eonvjct  was  transported  by  its  sentence  for  larceny.  Prom  15  to  20  are  the  average  number 
of  bills  of  indictment  presented  at  each  sessions.  The  fines  imposed  as  punishments  belong  to 
the  corporation,  and  when  paid  are  disposed  of  by  the  magistrates  in  charity. 

32.  The  town  clerk  summons  the  Juries  in  pursuance  of  a precept  issued  to  him  by  the 
magistrates.  He  summons  24  members  of  the  corporation  on  the  Grand  Jury,  and  the  prac- 
tice of  confining  these  summonses  to  members  of  the  corporation  is  stated  to  be  in  compliance 
with  ancient  usage,  and  not  from  any  desire  to  exclude  persons  who  are  not  members.  The 
present  recorder,  on  being  consulted  on  the  subject,  did  not  think  it  proper  for  the  town  clerk 
to  depart  from  the  established  practice.  The  consequence  of  such  practice  has  been,  that  the 
resident  members  of  the  corporation,  being  harassed  by  constant  attendance,  it  has  been  diffi- 
cult on  some  occasions  to  procure  a sufficient  number  to  constitute  a jury,  the  business  of  the 
court  has  been  suspended,  and  it  has  been  necessary  to  enforce  attendance. by  fines;  and  it  is 
obvious  that  there  is  much  danger  of  suspicion  being  thrown  on  the  administration  of  justice 
by  the  exclusion  of  respectable  persons,  both  Protestants  and  Catholics,  who  are  not  freemen, 
from  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  grand  jurors. 

Tire  Grand  Jury  find  bills  of  indictment,  present  nuisances,  and  appoint  annually  a number 
of  constables  for  the  borough,  varying  from  9 to  12,  but  exercise  no  power  of  presenting  money. 

The  Petty  Jury  panel  consists  also  of  24,  and  is  summoned  generally  from  the  householders. 
It  is  so  varied  that  there  is  no  complaint  either  of  exclusion  or  of  individuals  being  harassed 
by  too  frequent  attendance. 

33.  The  Administration  of  Justice  in  this  court,  particularly  since  the  appointment  of  the 
present  recorder,  appears  to  give  satisfaction  to  the  inhabitants,  in  every  respect,  save  the 
exclusive  character  of  the  grand  jury. 

34.  The  Court  of  Pleas,  called  the  Court  of  Record,  is  held  before  the  mayor  and  bailiffs, 
or  any  one  of  them,  in  the  absence  of  the  others.  In  cases  of  importance  the  recorder  sits  as 
assessor,  and  such  cases  are  reserved  for  his  presence  by  consent  of  the  parties.  The  juris- 
diction is  unlimited  in  amount,  and  in  one  recent  instance  a sum  of  nearly  £1000  was  re- 
covered in  this  court,  and  cases  to  the  amount  of  £100  and  £200  are  very  frequent. 

Actions  are  commenced  by  attachment  against  the  goods,  writ  to  arrest  the  person,  and 
serviceable  writ.  In  all  cases,  before  issuing  the  writ  or  attachment,  an  affidavit  must  be  made 
that  the  cause  of  action  arose  within  the  jurisdiction,  or  that  the  defendant  resides  within  it ; 
and  to  authorize  an  attachment  against  the  goods,  or  the  arrest  of  the  person,  an  affidavit  of 
the  debt  must  be  made,  which,  since  the  late  Act,  must  amount  in  the  latter  case  to  £20. 
The  pleadings  are  in  the  same  form  as  in  the  superior  courts,  and  the  rules  run  from  court 
day  to  court  day.  When  final  judgment  is  entered,  the  pleadings  and  proceedings  are  regu- 
larly made  up  and  engrossed  on  record.  The  number  of  actions  commenced  in  this  court 
were, — 

In  the  year  1829,  120  cases  81  attachments  32  writs  against  the  person. 

In  „ 1830,  79  ditto  66  ditto  13  ditto. 

In  „ 1831,  66  ditto  53  ditto  12  ditto,  and  one  serviceable  writ 

In  „ 1832,  45  ditto  39  ditto  6 ditto. 

Thus  exhibiting  a decline  to  less  than  one-half  within  the  four  years.  This  decline  is  partly 
attributed  to  the  limitations  of  the  power  of  arrest  to  cases  of  £20  and  upwards ; but  it  is 
evident  that  this  does  not  account  for  the  great  falling  off  in  the  number  of  attachments 
issued,  and  that  it  can  only  properly  be  referred  to  the  cause,  whatever  it  may  be,  which  has 
produced  a similar  decline  in  the  general  business  of  the  superior  courts  in  Ireland. 

One  month  is  the  shortest  time  in  which  a party  can  have  execution,  unless  by  consent, 
fhe  expense  of  proceeding  to  judgment,  in  this  court,  is,  in  defended  cases,  whenever  40s.  is 
recovered,  about  £9  taxed  against  the  opposite  party;  in  undefended  cases,  of  the  same 
amount,  £6  12s.  6 d.  In  defended  cases,  when  less  than  40s.  is  recovered,  the  Costs  are  about 
t vS  an<I  I®  undefended  cases,  under  that  amount,  the  costs  are  very  trifling.  The 

ouble  is  the  same  to  the  attorney  in  all ; counsel’s  name  is  put  to  the  pleadings,  but  it  is  not 
squired  that  they  should  in  fact  be  so  signed.  The  costs  are  taxed  according  to  a table  of 
wnich  we  annex.  . . 

hough  counsel  attends  the  trial,  which  sometimes  occurs,  no  fee  for  him  is  taxed  against 
me  opposite  party. 

An  Attorney,  to  practise  in  this  court,  must  he  regularly  admitted,  and  on  admission  he 
ps  the  same  stamp  duty,  £20,  as  on  admission  to  a superior  court.  A party  may  conduct 
own  case,  hut  if  he  employ  a person  to  act  for  him,  such  person  must  be  an  attorney  of  the 
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Gaoler. 


Gaol. 


Court  of  Quarter 
Sessions. 


Juries. 
Grand  Jury. 


Grand  Jury,  Duties 
of. 

Petty  Jury. 


Administration  of 
Justice. 


Court  of  Record. 


Practice  of. 


Costs  in. 


Attorneys  of. 
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court.  Three  attorneys  regularly  attend  the  court,  and  practise  in  it.  The  jurors  are 
moned  from  the  respectable  householders.  SUm' 

Of  the  actions  commenced,  very  few  proceed  to  final  judgment;  not  more  than  about  10  • 
the  year:  the  restore  settled  out  of  court.  There  is  no  mode  of  correcting  any  mistake  in  th° 
judgments  except  by  writ  of  error.  e 

The  Costs  of  the  proceedings  are  considered  much  too  large  even  by  those  who  profit  bv  tl 
And  it  is  conceived,  that  giving  the  recorder  a limited  civil  bill  jurisdiction,  retaining  the  no 
of  attaching  the  goods,  would  be  useful.  * r 

The  town  clerk  is  the  Officer  of  the  Court,  and  has  the  custody  of  its  records,  which  have 
been  regularly  preserved  for  the  last  1 50  years. 

35.  The  mayor,  bailiffs,  and  recorder  are  the  only  Magistrates  who  have  jurisdiction  in 
the  town  and  liberties,  the  magistrates  for  the  county  of  Cork  being  excluded  by  charter  fto 
petty  sessions  are  held,  each  justice  takes  information  separately,  but  they  sometimes  consult  each 
other.  The  person  charged,  even  in  cases  of  misdemeanour,  gets  no  notice  of  any  proceeding 
being  taken  against  him  until  he  is  arrested  under  the  warrant  of  the  magistrate.  This  practice" 
it  is  alleged,  leads  to  the  institution  of  groundless  prosecutions,  and  it  appears  to  have  done  so 
in  a particular  instance  which  was  brought  under  our  notice. 

36.  The  borough  Police  consists  of  a chief  constable  and  eight  constables,  who  are  appointed 
at  each  October  sessions  by  the  grand  jury.  The  high  constable  is  paid  by  the  corporation 
as  already  mentioned ; the  others  receive  no  salaries,  and  are.  changed  annually.  This  is  con- 
sidered by  no  means  an  efficient  force ; the  constables,  not  being  paid,  are  indifferent  to  the 
discharge  of  the  duty. 

37.  There  is  a party  of  the  County  Police  stationed  in  the  town.  They  act,  when  called  on, 
under  the  orders  of  the  mayor,  who  is  a county  magistrate,  to  preserve  the  peace  in  the  borough, 
but  do  not  consider  themselves  under  the  control  of  the  bailiffs.  It  was  stated  to  us  that 
it  would  be  desirable,  and  it  appears  expedient,  that  they  should  be  subject  to  the  orders  of  all 
the  local  magistrates. 

38.  There  are  two  classes  of  almshouses  in  the  town,  one  established  by  the  first  Earl  of 
Cork,  and  still  maintained  by  his  grace  the  Duke  of  Devonshire ; the  other  established  by  an 
ancestor  of  Mr.  Power  Ronayne,  of  De’Laughtane,  in  the  county  of  Waterford,  and  still 
maintained  by  that  gentleman.  There  is  a fund  also  of  £567  Irish,  in  the  hands  of  the  cor- 
poration, which  was  bequeathed  for  charitable  purposes,  and  the  interest  whereof  is  annually 
paid  to  the  rector  of  the  parish  for  distribution  amongst  the  poor. 

There  is  an  endowed  classical  School  in  the  town ; it,  was  established  by  the  Earl  of  Cork, 
and  the  master  is  appointed  by  the  Duke  of  Devonshire.  The  corporation  has  no  patronage 
whatsoever. 

39.  The  Property  of  the  Corporation  consists  of  lands  and  houses,  the  tolls  and  customs  of 
the  town,  and  an  annuity  payable  to  them  by  commissioners  appointed  to  build  a bridge  over 
the  Black  Water. 

The  lands  and  houses  are  let  partly  for  ever,  partly  for  long  terms  of  years,  and  some  part  at 
will.  The  part  let  on  terminable  leases  produces  £170  per  annum,  and  on  some  of  the  pre- 
mises so  held  a considerable  rise  is  expected,  when  leases  fall  in  at  the  end  of  about  40  years 
from  the  present  time. 

40.  The  annual  Income  derived  from  the  property  is  as  follows : 

£•  s.  d. 

Rents  of  lands  and  houses  ------  454  8 1 

Annuity  paid  by  Bridge  Commissioners  - - - 400  0 0 

Annual  sum  now  derived  from  tolls  and  customs,  about  - 60  0 0 


£914  8 1 

In  addition  to  the  productive  property,  they  have  some  commons,  strips  of  land,  and  build- 
ings,  that  are  either  used  by  the  public,  or  at  present  unproductive  and  of  small  value. 

41.  This  income  is  expended  in  the  payment  of  the  salaries  of  officers  and  servants,  and 
other  permanent  charges  as  follows,  viz. : 

Salaries  of  officers  and  servants 

Subscription  to  the  lighting  of  the  town  _ 

Interest  on  charitable  fund  in  their  hands  - 

Interest  on  bond  debt 

Subscription  to  the  town  dispensary  - 
Ditto  to  newspapers  for  the  mayor  - 
Church-rates,  county  cess  on  untenanted  premises 

Gas  light  assessment  on  same 

Rent  of  old  custom-house  and  other  premises,  taken  by  the 
corporation  --  - • . _ _ 

Treasurer’s  poundage  on  about  £900  - - • - 


£■ 

s. 

d. 

496 

2 

4 

50 

0 

0 

35 

1 

11 

25 

0 

0 

10 

10 

0 

7 

5 

0 

1 

6 

6 

0 

18 

6 

24 

18 

5 

45 

0 

0 

£696  2 8 


which  leaves  a balance  of  about  £208  to  meet  incidental  expenses,  of  which  a consi  e 
portion  has  been  from  time  to  time  expended  in  repairs  of  the  streets  and  quays.  . 

42.  The  Debt  of  the  corporation  consists  of  the  charitable  fund  already  men 
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amounting  to  £567,  and  of  £500,  which  was  contracted  in  1832.  It  was  stated  to  us  that  YOUGHAL. 

the  borrowing  of  this  sum  was  considered  necessary  for  the  purpose,  of  paying  to  the  law  agent 

a bill  of  costs  of  £200,  and  for  the  repairs  of  the  quay.  The  bill  of  costs  has  not,  however, 

been  since  demanded  or  paid,  and  the  sum  expended  on  the  quay  amounts  to  but  £130: 

it  also  appeared  that  a balance  of  £898  remained  in  the  treasurer’s  hands,  at  the  audit  of  his 

accounts,  in  the  month  of  June  last.  This  balance  did  not  produce  interest  to  the  corporation, 

while  they  are  subject  to  interest  on  the  loan  of  £500,  which  constituted  part  of  that  balance. 

We  examined  the  accounts  of  the  treasurer,  both  before  and  since  this  loan,  and  we  were  unable 
to  discover  any  necessity  for  contracting  it. 

On  part  of  the  charitable  fund  vested  in  the  corporation  they  pay  interest  at  the  rate  of 
eight  per  cent. 

42.  Under  the  head  of  incidental  expenses,  law  costs  have  been  in  some  instances  a very  Law  Costs, 
heavy  item : the  bill  of  costs  for  £200,  now  due,  was  incurred  in  suits  with  respect  to  the  tolls ; 

and  a sum  of  £2000,  which  was  intended  for  the  building  of  a court-house,  was  expended  in 
the  litigation  with  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  already  mentioned. 

43.  The  annual  sum  of  £400,  payable  to  the  corporation  by  the  Bridge  Commissioners,  is  Bridge  Annuity, 
for  interest  on  £8500,  the  purchase  money  of  the  ferry,  which  the  Bridge  Commissioners  have 

the  option  of  retaining  for  10  years,  from  the  opening  of  the  bridge,  paying  a sum  of  £400 
a year  to  the  corporation  for  interest  thereon.  This  bridge  was  built,  under  the  provision  of  an 
Act  of  Parliament,  Government  having  lent  £10,000,  and  thp  balance  required,  £8500, 
having  been  raised  by  shares  or  debentures,  which  are  now  at  a considerable  discount.  The 
Bridge  Commissioners  are  bound  to  keep  up  the  ferry,  which  is  still  necessary.  The  bridge 
was  represented  to  us  as  of  considerable  advantage  to  the  town. 

44.  The  Lettings  of  corporation  Property  are  now  made  by  auction  in  the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Lettings  of  Pro- 
Hundred,  pursuant  to  an  order  of  that  court.  The  last  lettings  took  place  in  the  year  1803,  perty. 

when  various  parts  of  the  soil  of  the  river  were  demised  by  the  corporation,  at  small  rents. 

These  were  the  premises  subsequently  recovered  by  the  Duke  of  Devonshire : the  parts  of  the 
corporation  property  that  are  held  on  long  leases,  are  very  nearly  all  in  the  hands  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  corporation,  or  the  descendants  of  persons  who  were. 

A Bye-law  of  the  year  1720  enacted,  that  no  Letting  of  corporation  lands  or  houses  should  Bye-laws  as  to 
he  made  in  any  other  way  than  by  public  cant,  in  the  court-house,  whereof  eight  days’  notice.  Lettings, 
at  least,  should  be  given  in  the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred ; and  another  bye-law,  of  the  27th 
of  June,  1755,  ordained  that  no  lease  in  reversion  should  be  taken  or  granted  of  any  of  the 
corporation  concerns,  until  six  months,  at  least,  before  the  expiration  of  the  old  lease ; and 
that  one  month’s  notice  should  be  posted  up  and  advertised  before  the  day  of  the  auction 
thereof,  otherwise  the  lease,  on  such  cant  to  be  void  and  of  no  effect.  This  last  bye-law  was 
repealed  by  the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred,  on  the  30th  June,  1765;  and  thereupon,  in  the 
same  court,  it  was  ordered  that  leases  in  reversion  should  be  made  of  several  parts  of  the 
corporation  property,  whereof  seven  years  of  the  existing  leases  were  unexpired ; and  by  an 
entry  in  the  corporation  hook,  dated  6th  June,  1766,  it  was  ordered  that  the  corporation  seal 
should  be  affixed  to  several  leases  of  such  parts  of  the  corporation  property  so  ordered  to  be 
let  in  reversion,  and  yet  no  entry,  of  an  auction  of  said  lands  having  taken  place  between  the 
dates  of  the  two  last-mentioned  orders,  appears  on  the  books,  although  entries,  of  other  lands 
having  been  put  up  to  auction  during  that  period,  are  recorded  therein.  These  leases  so  made 
m reversion  were  for  lives  l’encwable  for  ever,  and  appear  to  have  been  granted  to  members  of 
the  corporation,  and  are  now  for  the  most  part  in  the  possession  of  their  descendants. 

45.  Several  of  the  corporation  leases  are  for  lives  renewable  for  ever  on  payment  of  con-  Fines  on  Renewals, 
adorable  Fines  at  the  fall  of  each  life.  Some  of  those  leases  have  remained  without  renewals 

having  been  taken  or  fines  paid  for  many  years  after  the  decease  of  the  lives;  yet  renewals  were 
afterwards  granted  without  any  charge  of  interest  on  the  fines  and  without  charging  them 
septennially,  and  several  leases  have  been  renewed  under  such  circumstances  within  the  last 
fw  years.  An  order  has  been  recently  made  to  alter  this  practice. 

46.  The  Tolls  are  of  three  kinds : the  tolls  of  the  fairs  and  markets,  gateage  tolls,  and  Tolls, 
harbour  tolls,  or  water  bailiff’s  dues.  Tolls  were  formerly  taken  from  the  buyer  on  everything 

soid  in  the  markets  on  every  day  in  the  week,  though  there,  are  only  two  market  days  given  by 
1 e charter ; they  were  required  to  be  paid  on  articles  exposed  to  sale  in  the  market,  whether 
n°t-  The  fairs  are  not  now  held  for  business ; but  on  the  days  on  which  St.  Luke’s 
air  should  be  held,  the  serjeants  at  mace  were  in  the  habit  of  levying  double  toll  for  their 
own  use.  J 

The  gateage  toll  was  taken  every  day  on  all-  commodities  brought  into  the  town,  whether 
°r  consumption  or  not.  The  market  and  gateage  tolls  have  not  been  collected  for  some 
yaws,  m consequence  of  opposition  given  by  the  public ; but  the  corporation  still  assert  their 
ngnt  to  collect  them.  6 J 1 

The  river  tolls  are  anchorage  and  port  Dues  on  goods  imported  and  exported.  A sum  of  Harbour  Dues. 
ut  £60  per  annum  is  received  by  the  corporation  on  account  of  these  tolls,  £30  of  which 
paid  under  a contract  by  one  individual.  These  tolls  are  also  resisted,  and  are  by  no 
thpMSf£enerally  enforced-  A schedule  of  all  tolls  claimed  by  the  corporation  was  affixed  at 
entrance  of  the  town  in  181 S,  which  was  alleged  to  he  erroneous,  and  in  consequence  of 
^resistance  the  schedule  was  revised  in  the  year  1829,  and  reduced  in  amount, 
copy  of  the  corrected  schedule  accompanies  this  Report, 
tolls.  6rQeri  ^*8®  and  freemen  of  trade  are  exempt  from  payment  of  all  but  the  market 

^ • C.  J.  2 F 
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Lighting  and 
Cleansing. 


Water. 

Population. 


Local  Act. 


There  has  been  no  separate  account  kept  of  the  Application  of  the  Tolls.  The  m t 
represented  to  us  as  insufficient  for  the  public  business,  and  one  of  them  is  private  0 6tswere 

The  gate  age,  market,  and  river  tolls  produced  in  the  year  1822,  £649.  " °Pert-v' 

47.  The  town  is  lighted  and  cleansed  by  commissioners  appointed  under  the 

of  the  9 Geo.  IV.  c.  82.  The  gas  works  were  originally  erected  at  an  expense  of  £2RM  rt 
which  a sum  of  £1600  was  borrowed,  and  is  still  due.  The  income  of  the  comm'"  ' 
amounts  to  nearly  £600  per  annum ; of  this  the  corporation  contribute  £50  and  th 
of  Devonshire  £80,  the  balance  being  assessed  on  the  inhabitants.  A portion  of  this6 
sum  is  applied  in  paying  instalments  on  the  loan,  the  residue  in  the  lichtin^  and  annua^ 
of  the  town.  ° ° lean5In? 

48.  The  only  supply  of  Water  for  the  public  is  afforded  by  two  or  three  pumps  which 

maintained  by  the  corporation,  though  an  abundant  supply  coiild,  as  represented  to  « 
procured  at  a small  expense.  US)  * 

49.  The  population,  in  the  year  1831,  was. 

Of  the  town 9608 

In  the  liberties  not  in  the  town  - 1719 

Total  of  town  and  liberties  - - 1 1,327 

Of  whom  the  males  were  5146;  females  6181. 

Occupations,  viz., 

Families  in  the  borough,  chiefly  employed  in  agriculture 
Ditto  in  trade,  manufacture,  or  handicraft  - 
Ditto  not  comprised  in  the  above  classes  - - - 

There  are  registered  as  voters  for  Members  of  Parliament, 

Householders  - 297 

Freemen  - - - - 65 

362 

The  number  of  houses  In  the  borough  in  1831,  were. 

Inhabited  1209 ; uninhabited  54.  Total  1263. 

There  are  assessed  under  the  Act  for  lighting  the  town. 

Houses  of  £20  annual  value  and  more  - - 176 

Ditto  of  £10  annual  value,  and  not  of  £20  - 182 


- 58 

- 815 

- 999 


358 

50.  The  only  local  Act  of  Parliament  relating  to  the  town  is  that  for  the  buildins:  of  the 
bridge,  9 Geo.  IV.  c.  53. 

Documents  herewith  sent : 

1.  Rental  of  Corporation  Property. 

2.  Schedule  of  Tolls. 

3.  Schedule  of  Fees  in  Court  of  Record. 

4.  Report  of  the  Result  of  the  Litigation  with  the  Duke  of  Devonsliire. 


N.  B. 


ACPIESON  LYLE,  1 ~ . • 

PHILIP  FOGARTY,]0”" 


Inquiry  commenced  on  the  7th  of  September  1833,  and  terminated  on  the  11th  of 
same  month. 
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COUNTIES. 


CARLOW. 

DUBLIN. 

KILDARE. 

KING’S. 

MEATH. 


QUEEN’S. 

ROSCOMMON. 

WESTMEATH. 

WICKLOW. 


1.  Athboy 

2.  Athlone  . 

3.  Athy 

4.  Ballinakill 

5.  Baltinglass 

6.  Banaghek  . 

7.  Blessingtox 

8.  Carlow 

9.  Duleek 

10.  Fore 

11.  Harristown 

12.  Kells 

13.  Kilbeggan 

14.  Kildare 

15.  Maryborough 

16.  Naas 

17.  Navan 

18.  Newcastle 

19.  Old  Leighlin 

20.  Philipstown 

21.  Portaulington 

22.  Ratoath 

23.  Swords 

24.  Trim 


County  of  Meat!]. 

Counties  of  Westmeath  and  Roscommon. 
County  of  Kildare. 

Queen’s  County. 

County  of  Wicklow. 

King’s  County. 

County  of  Wicklow. 

County  of  Carlow. 

County  of  Meath. 

County  of  Westmeath. 

County  of  Kildare. 

County  of  Meath. 

County  of  Westmeath. 

County  of  Kildare. 

Queen’s  County. 

County  of  Kildare. 

County  of  Meath. 

County  of  Dublin. 

County  of  Carlow. 

King’s  County. 

Queen’s  and  King’s  County. 

County  of  Meath. 

County  of  Dublin. 

County  of  Meath. 


Commissioners. 
JOHN  COLHOUN,  Esq. 
HENRY  BALDWIN,  Esq. 


N.  B.  Mr.  Colhoun  died  before  the  Reports  of  this  Circuit  were  completed. 
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Athboy. 


BOROUGH  OF  ATHBOY. 


1.  THE  Limits  of  the  Borough  of  Athboy,  as  prescribed  by  the  Charter  of  James  I.,  extend  Limits. 

« one  mile  beyond  the  town  in  every  direction.”  They  are  not  defined  by  known  boundaries. 

2.  A Corporation  appears  to  have  existed  in  Athboy  by  Prescription.  Corporation  by 

3.  A Charter,  dated  the  8th  of  December,  9 Henry  IV.,  (140S,)  is  enrolled  in  Chancery.  (Rot.  ^rescnPtl0a* 

Pat.  9 Hen.  IV.  p.  1,  a.  7.)  The  roll  is  much  obliterated,  but.  the  charter  is  fully  recited  in  9 HenwYv.,  1408. 
a subsequent  one  of  Hen.  VI.,  of  which  mention  will  be  made  hereafter.  The  charter  of 
Henry  IV., — after  stating  a petition  from  the  provost  and  commonalty  of  the.  town  of  Athboy, 
which  set  forth,  that  the  town  had  been  from  time  immemorial  an  ancient  borough,  and  that 
the  commonalty  had  always  the  liberty  of  electing  annually  a provost  from  amongst  themselves 
and  of  presenting  him  before  the  Lord  of  Athboy,  in  his  castle  there,  and  had  before  the  provost 
pleas  of  all  personal  contracts,  arising  within  the  town  and  liberty,  and  also  pleas  of  assize  of 
novel  disseisin,  concerning  the  tenures  of  those  who  were  within  the  metes,  by  plaint  of  fresh 
force  before  the  provost,  in  the  hundred  of  the  lord  of  the  town,  from  15  days  t)  15  days, 
saving  to  the  lord  all  the  issues,  revenues,  and  profits  of  said  hundred,  and  of  all  other  courts 
held  by  the  provost  within  the  town  and  hundred,  together  with  tolls,  tollbolls,  and  all  other 
customs  and  rights  of  the  said  town,  and  with  the  issues,  &e.  theretofore  received  by  and  due 
to  the  lords  of  Athboy,  and  that,  said  commonalty  used  to  have  a weekly  market  within  the. 
town  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  and  divers  other  good  usages  and  customs, — confirmed 
these  privileges  as  prayed  by  the  corporation,  and  further  granted  to  the  said  burgesses,  and 
their  heirs  and  successors,  a guild  mercatory  for  ever,  with  lianse  and  other  franchises  and  free 
usages  to  said  guild  pertaining  ; and  that  the  burgesses  might  have  sak,  sok,  toll,  and  theam, 
infangthefc  and  outl'angthefc ; and  that  they  should  be  free  of  toll,  lastage,  passage,  pontage, 
stallage,  and  murage,  through  all  ports  of  the  sea,  and  throughout  the  King’s  dominions ; and 
that  in  all  personal  pleas  before  the  provost,  process  should  be  made  by  summonses,  attach- 
ments, distraints,  or  capias,  as  the  case  required ; and  that  they  might  have  one  fair  in  the 
town  in  every  year,  to  be  held  during  15  days,  viz.,  on  the  eve,  day,  and  morrow  of  the  apostles 
Philip  and  James,  and  12  days  ensuing,  with  all  franchises  and  free  customs  to  such  fair 
pertaining,  and  all  the  issues,  amercements,  and  profits  thereof  for  the  use  of  the  town,  with 
other  privileges  then  important. 

By  charter  bearing  date  the  4th  of  January,  24  ITcnry  VI.,  (1426,)  enrolled  in  Chancery,  24  Henry  VI., 

(Rot.  Pat.  39  Elizabeth,  p.  1,  a.  64,)  and  also  in  the.  Exchequer,  (Rot.  Mem.  10  Edward  IV  4ttl  JanuarJ- 
»i- 17.)  the  foregoing  charter  was  inspected  and  confirmed,  and  additional  customs  were  granted 
for  a term  of  60  years,  and  an  exemption  from  plough  land  silver,  and  other  subsidy. 

Tlierp  appears  on  the  statute  roll  of  2 Edward  IV.  c.  9,  an  Act.  of  Parliament,  whereby,  Act  of  Parliament, 
after  stating  that  divers  grants  had  been  made  by  Henry  VI.  of  divers  customs  to  be  levied  2 Edward  IV.  c D. 
within  the  towns  of  Trim,  Naas,  Le  Navan,  Athboy,  Kenlis,  and  Fowre,  and  within  the  fran- 
chises of  same,  for  murage,  pavage,  and  repair  of  the  bridges  of  said  towns ; and  that,  some 
held  an  opinion  that  these  grants  so  made  by  Henry  VI.  were  become  void,  but  that  if  the  said 
customs  should  be  withdrawn  from  the  said  towns,  it  would  be  to  the  very  great  disadvantage 
of  them,  it  was  ordained,  that  every  such  grant  of  customs,  to  be  levied  in  each  of  said  towns 
and  the  franchises  of  the  same,  should  be  ratified,  approved,  and  confirmed  in  all  points : 
provided  always,  that  said  Act  should  not  be  prejudicial  to  the  city  of  Dublin  or  the  towns  of 
Drogheda,  Atherde,  or  Scryne. 

Henry  VII.,  in  the  ninth  year  of  his  reign,  confirmed  the  Charters  of  Henry  IV.  and 
Henry  VI.  J 0 

By  a King’s  Letter,  hearing  date  the  30th  of  September,  7 James  I.,  and  enrolled  in 
Uiancery,  (Rot.  Pat.  7 Jac.  I.  p.  2,  m.  22,  d.)  James,  after  informing  the  chief  governor  and  7 Jac  Lr 
chancellor  of  Ireland  that  the  portreeves,  burgesses,  and  commonalty  of  Athboy  had  presented 
their  humble  suit  that  he  would  be  pleased  to  accept  at  their  hands  a surrender  of  all  their 
ouses,  gardens,  lands,  tenements,  rents,  reversions,  and  other  hereditaments,  in  the  town  of 
Athboy,  or  elsewhere,  in  the  county  of  Meath,  and  thereupon  regrant  the  same  unto  them  by 
letters  patent,  to  hold  all  and  singular  the  premises,  with  their  appurtenances,  to  the  portreeve, 
burgesses,  and  commonalty  of  the  town  of  Athboy,  their  heirs,  successors,  and  assigns  for  ever, 
without  fine,  to  be  holden  of  him,  his  heirs  and  successors,  in  free  and  common  soccage,  as  of 
castle  of  Dublin,  and  not  in  capite  nor  by  knight  service,  commanded  the  chief  governor  and 
f anccllor,  upon  receipt  of  his  letter,  to  take  a surrender  thereof  at  the  bands  of  the  portreeve, 
and  commonalty,  and  thereupon  to  cause  a grant  to  be  made  of  the  premises,  with 
^eir  appurtenances,  to  be  passed  by  letters  patent  to  the  said  portreeve,  burgesses,  and  com- 
ity and  their  successors,  in  form  above  mentioned,  reserving  to  the  King,  his  heirs  and 
^essors,  such  rents,  duties,  and  services,  as  were  then  yielded  to  his  Majesty  by  them  for 
“*same,  and  he  therein  stated  his  pleasure  to  be  that  no  mention  should  be  made  in  the  letters 

nt  of  any  surrender,  lest  thereby  any  defect  might  be  in  his  said  grant.  Charter,  9 Jac.  I., 

A ^rter  was  accordingly  granted,  which  bears  date  the  4th  of  March,  9 James  I.,  and  is  4th  March. 
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enrolled  in  Chancery.  (Rot.  Pat.  9 Jac.  I.  p.  4,  m.  23.)  This  charter  inspected  and  confirm^ 
those  of  the  9 Plenty  IV.,  24  Henry  VI.,  and  9 Henry  VII. 

It  vested  the  right  of  election  of  the  portreeve  in  the  majority  of  the  burgesses  and  freemen 
and  of  the  burgesses  and  all  inferior  officers  in  the  corporation  at  large.  It  appointed  the 
portreeve  to  be  a justice  of  the  peace  within  the  borough,  and  prohibited  all  other  justices  from 
acting  therein.  It  contained  a grant  of  a Court  of  Record,  with  jurisdiction  to  £10,  0f  a 
weekly  market  on  Tuesday,  and  of  an  annual  fair  on  the  feast  of  Saints  Simon  and  Jude,  and 
the  four  days  following,  with  the  tolls  of  the  fair  and  market. 

Itprocee'ded  to  regrant  the  corporation  property,  pursuant  to  the  King’s  letter,  and  without 
any  allusion  to  the  surrender  made  for  the  purpose.  The  property  granted  consisted  of 
houses  and  tenements  in  the  town  and  neighbourhood  of  Atliboy ; of  tenements  and  lands 
in  the  towns  of  Navan,  Trim,  and  Cowlronan,  and  chief  rents,  together  with  very  considerable 
landed  property,  some  of  it  identified  by  the  mention  of  its  then  possessors. 

The  last  charter  relating  to  this  borough  bears  date  the  19th  of  April,  5 Jac.  II.,  and  is  also 
enrolled  in  Chancery.  (Rot.  Pat.  5 Jac.  II.  p.  1,  m.  13,  No.  17.)  Being  of  a date  subsequent 
to  the  abdication  of  James,  and  founded  ona  supposed  forfeiture  of  the  franchises  by  a judgment 
in  quo  warranto  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  (an  illegal  judgment,)  this  was  a void  charter,  and 
the  corporation  was  governed  by  that  of  James  I. 

4.  The  Title  given  to  the  corporation  by  the  charter  of  9 J ames  I.,  was  that  of " The 
Provost,  Free  Burgesses,  and  Commonalty  of  the  Town  of  Athboy.” 

5.  This  corporation  has  become  extinct.  Prior  to  the  year  1801,  the  borough  returned  two 
representatives  to  the  Irish  Parliament.  The  privilege  of  voting  was  exclusively  exercised  by 
the  members  of  the  corporation,  and  the  body  seems  to  have  been  kept  up  for  the  purpose  of 
making  such  elections,  and  not  with  the  object,  of  exercising  any  municipal  rights.  The  Earls  of 
Darnley  were  the  “ patrons,”  and  at  the  period  of  the  legislative  Union  a sum  of  £15,000  was 
paid  as  Compensation,  on  account,  of  the  loss  of  the  elective  franchise,  to  the  trustees  of  the  will 
of  John,  then  late  Earl  of  Darnley,  to  be  applied  upon  the  trusts  of  that  will.  Upon  its 
disfranchisement,  as  a Parliamentary  borough,  the  corporation  fell  into  disuse.  I was  not  able 
to  discover  any  books,  or  other  documents,  of  the  corporation,  or  that  any  member  of  it  was  alive. 

6.  Tire  map  and  reference  of  the  Down  Survey,  which  related  to  Athboy,  are  partly  burnt. 
Upon  the  portion  of  the  former  which  remains,  there  are  two  parcels  of  Land,  described  as 
“ Commons  of  Athboy,”  one  containing  65a.  On.  16n.  and  the  other  58a.  2r.  16p.  The  charter 
of  James  I.  granted  to  the  corporation — 

Four  messuages  and  their  appurtenances  outside  the  east  gate  of  Athboy,  on  Knockauley 
mountain ; 

Nine  messuages,  with  their  appurtenances,  in  Trim-street,  and  its  lane  on  the  eastern  part 
of  the  bridge  in  Athboy ; 

Ten  messuages  in  the  East-street  of  Athboy,  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  market  cross. 

Thirteen  messuages,  in  the  High-street  of  Athboy ; 

One  shop  and  cellar,  in  same  street ; 

Seven  messuages,  outside  the  gate  of  Athboy,  called  John  Raie’s  Gate ; 

Five  messuages,  in  le  Conaght-street,  in  Athboy ; 

Four  parks,  on  the  south  side  of  the  Cemetery  of  Athboy  ; 

Seven  acres  of  enclosed  meadow  land,  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  of  Athboy,  next  to  the 
lands  of  Cloning ; 

Seven  parks,  called  the  West  Parks ; 

One  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  in  the  fields  of  Athboy,  within  the  liberties  on  either  part  of 
the  town ; 

St  Catherine’s  Weir,  on  the  river  of  Athboy ; 

A clothmill  and  water-course  on  same,  near  Ferrenecrohie ; 

Five  messuages,  in  Trim ; 

One  park  and  dovecot, outside  the  gate  of  Trim,  called  Blaygh-gate,  within  liberties  of  Trim 

One  acre,  in  Drueston  ; 

Half  an  acre,  in  Cowlronan ; 

One  messuage,  three  acres,  and  three  roods  of  land,  in  Currag’nton; 

Three  messuages,  with  their  court  yards  and  gardens,  and  twenty-four  acres,  with  their  ap- 
purtenances, in  Chamberlaynstown ; 

One  messuage,  in  Ardmulchan ; 

One  messuage,  within  the  walls  of  the  town  of  Navan ; 

Two  acres  of  meadow,  in  one  close,  three  roods  of  brambles,  in  Balreaske,  near  Navan, 

A chief  rent  of  20 d.  Irish,  out  of  a messuage  and  court-yard,  in  Athboy,  on  the  northern  pan 
of  the  bridge ; 

A chief  rent  of  2s.  8 d.  Irish,  out  of  two  messuages  outside  the  West  Gate ; 

An  annual  rent  of  10s.  Irish,  cut  of  forty  acres  of  Lord  Gormanstown’s  lands,  in  Pluc 
in  Meath;  . 

And  “all  messuages,  tofts,  gardens,  lands,  tenements,  mills,  rents,  reversions,  and sern  ^ 
and  all  other  the  King’s  hereditaments  whatsoever,  in  the  town  and  fields  and  lan 
Athboy,  in  Meath  Athbov 

(Saving  one  messuage,  with  a garden,  and  sixty  acres,  in  the  town  and  fields  of  .j 
an  annual  rent  of  50s.  Irish  ; another  messuage  and  garden,  in  Athboy ; and  an  annu 
of  10s.  Irish;)  ' s(  fref 

To  have,  hold,  and  enjoy  all  the  premises  (except  as  above  excepted)  to  the  ProV0^e’ruse 
burgesses,  and  commonalty  of  Athboy,  and.  their  successors  for  ever,  to  their  ownprop  ^ 
and  behoof;  to  be- held  of  the  King  in  free  and  common  soccage,  as  of  his  castle  o 
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in  free  and  common  soccage  by  fealty  only,  and  not  in  capite,  nor  in  soccage  in  capite,  nor  by 
knight's  service. 

The  commons  and  the  landed  property,  granted  by  the  charter  of  James  to  the  corpora- 
tion have  been  estimated  as  containing  about  800  acres,  but  there  are  not  now  any  commons 
or  other  lands  applied  to  public  uses  in  the  town. 

Evidence  was  adduced  to  show  that  this  property,  with  the  exception  of  a small  portion, 
which,  it  was  alleged,  is  now  in  the  hands  of  Sir  Thomas  Chapman,  is  in  the  possession  of 
the  Earl  of  Darnley.  The  denominations  of " Knockshangan,”  on  the  west  of  the  town,  con- 
taining nearly  100  acres  ; of  “the  Stocks”  on  the  south-west,  containing  upwards  of  100  acres; 
a farm,  called  " the  Eighty-eight  Acres " Forerath”  and  “ Mullockstone which  are 
all  held  by  the  under  tenants  of  Lord  Darnley,  were  particularly  mentioned  as  being  portions 
of  the  laud  wanted  to  the  corporation.  They  were  stated  to  have  been  in  the  possession  of  the 
Darnley  family  for  upwards  of  60  years,  but  how  they  passed  into  their  possession  was  not 
shown. 

Lambert  Disney,  Esq.,  land-agent  to  the  Earl  of  Darnley,  declined  making  any  disclosure 
of  his  lordship’s  title  to  the  above-mentioned  lands,  beyond  stating  that  Lord  Darnley  held 
some  of  the  denominations  by  virtue  of  a grant  from  King  Charles  II.  to  one  of  his  ancestors, 
and  that  he  (Mr.  Disney)  was  not  aware  of  his  lordship’s  possessing  or  claiming  any  property 
under  or  derived  from  the  corporation  of  Athboy.  It  is  observable  that  not  one  of  the  above 
denominations  is  named  in  the  charter  of  James  I.  However,  they  were  particularly  mentioned 
at  the  Inquiry  as  having  been  portions  of  the  corporate  property,  and  they  may  have  passed 
under  the  general  grant  of  “ all  lands,  tenements,  &c.,  in  the  town  and  lands  of  Athboy,” 
contained  in  that  charter.  Lord  Darnley  being  the  principal  proprietor  of  the  town  and  neigh- 
bouring lands,  it  is  suspected  that  at  least  some  of  the  property  granted  by  the  charter  to  the 
corporation  has  passed  into  his  possession ; but  in  the  absence  of  all  information  on  this  subject 
from  his  lordship’s  agent,  I am  unable  to  state  the  mode  in  which  he  acquired  any  such 
property.  No  registry  of  a conveyance  from  the  corporation  to  any  of  his  lordship’s  family 
has  been  discovered  on  record. 

It  was  asserted  that  a person  of  the  name  of  Shore,  who  had  been  a member  of  the  corpora- 
tion upwards  of  20  years  ago,  sold  a portion  of  the  commons  to  Sir  Benjamin  Chapman,  for  a 
sum  of  £1900,  and  that  of  this  portion  the  Chapman  family  are  still  possessed. 

7.  There  is  no  Court  held  here  save  a Court  of  Petty  Sessions,  which  sits  on  Thursday  in 
each  week,  and  at  which  county  magistrates  preside. 

By  Patent,  dated  the  4th  of  June,  6 Will,  and  Mary,  and  granted  to  Thomas  Bligh,  Esq., 
(the  ancestor  of  the  Earl  of  Darnley,)  “ the  town’s-lands  and  commons  of  Athboy,”  together  with 
several  other  denominations  of  land  in  the  parishes  of  Rathmore,  Mayagher,  and  Kildalky, 
all  in  the  barony  of  Lune  and  county  of  Meath,  were  erected  into  a manor,  and  a power  was 
given  to  Thomas  Bligh,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  to  hold  a Court  Leet  twice  a year,  and  a Court 
Baron  every  three  weeks,  or  seldomer,  before  a seneschal,  to  be  appointed  by  him  or  them. 

It  would  seem  that  no  Manor  Court  has  been  held,  or  seneschal  appointed,  for  35  years. 

8.  There  is  no  Prison,  and  offenders  committed  from  the  district  are  sent  to  the  county  gaol 
at  Trim.  One  chief  constable  and  12  others  of  the  county  constabulary  are  stationed  in  the 
town. 

9.  In  addition  to  the  grants  of  Fairs  and  Markets  made  to  the  corporation,  as  already  men- 
tioned, it  appears  that  by  Letters  Patent,  bearing  date  the  24th  of  August,  33  Charles  II., 
and  enrolled  in  Chancery,  (Rot.  Pat.  33  Car.  II.,  p.  1,  m.  36,)  power  was  given  to  Thomas 
Bligh  to  hold  four  fairs  annually  at  Atlihoy,  with  all  tolls  and  profits  of  entry  of  chattels  and 
goods  to  be  sold  pertaining  to  such  fairs  for  ever. 

Thursday  in  each  week  is  market  day,  which  is  one.  of  the  days  mentioned  for  the  market  in 
the  grant  from  Henry  IV.  to  the  corporation,  and  four  fairs  are  annually  held ; one  of  them 
(7th  November)  is  a fair  included  in  the  grant  of  James  I.  to  the  corporation,  and  also  in  the 
patent  of  Thomas  Bligh ; the  fair  on  the  feast  of  St.  Philip  and  St.  James,  (1st  May,)  granted  to 
the  corporation,  does  not  appear  to  be  held. 

10.  Tolls  and  Customs  were  collected  here  up  to  1828  by  the  lessees  of  the  Darnley  family, 
who  claimed  them  as  their  private  property.  From  about  1822  they  were  let  at  about  £20 
a year.  In  1828  the  public  forcibly  resisted  the  collection,  and  it  was  abandoned.  No  attempt 
has  since  been  made  to  resume  it.  Toll  was  reserved  to  the  “ Lords  of  Athboy  by  the  charter 
of  the  9 Henry  IV.  It  already  appears  by  the  statute  of  2 Edward  IV.  c.  9,  that  murage 
customs  were  granted  to  the  corporation  by  King  Henry  VI.  The  Act  of  Edward  IV.  had 

the  effect  of  continuing  the  tolls  granted  by  the  charter  of  Henry.  VI.  beyond  the  period 
or  which  they  were  thereby  given,  namely,  for  60  years. 

U.  There  is  a public  crane  in  the  market : the  Craner  is  appointed  by  Lord  Darnley.  Pie 
formerly  paid  rent  for  the  situation,  but  does  not  at  present,  as  the  receipts  scarcely  cover  the 
«pcnses.  Contrary  to  the  Act  of  Parliament,  (25  Geo.  II.  c.  15,)  he  charges  Id.  a sack  for 
weighing  potatoes. 
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ATHBOY.  11.  According  to  the  enumeration  of  1831, 

Statistical  The  population  of  the  town  then  amounted  to  - - 1959 

Details.  Their  occupations  were  as  follows  : 

Families  chiefly  employed  in  agriculture  - - - 133 

Ditto  in  trade,  manufactures,  &c.  - - - - 155 

Ditto  not  comprised  in  the  two  preceding  classes  - - 81 

Labourers  employed  in  agriculture  - 179 

Persons  employed  in  retail  trade,  or  in  handicraft,  as  masters 

or  workmen  -------  236 

The  number  of  houses  were, 

Inhabited  --------  336 

Uninhabited 8 

Building  --------  2 

12.  The  town  is  now  the  property  of  the  Earl  of  Darnley.  It  is  poor,  and  does  not  appear  to 
be  improving.  There  are  about  30  houses  of  the  annual  value  of  £10  and  upwards. 

There  are  extensive  flour -mills  in  the  town. 

HENRY  BALDWIN. 

Inquiry  held  on  10th  and  13th  September  1833. 
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125  WESTMEATH 
AND 

ROSCOMMON. 


ATHLONE. 


BOROUGH  OF  ATHLONE. 


1.  THE  Limits  of  the  Borough  of  Athlone,  as  prescribed  by  the  governing  charter,  extend  to  Limits. 

“all  that  whole  circuit  and  extent  of  land  and  water,  lying  within  the  compass  of  one  mile  and 

a half,  from  the  middle  of  the  bridge  over  the  Shannon,  commonly  called  f The  Bridge  of 
Athlone,’  directly  forth  in  a right  line  every  way  round,  except  the  castle  of  Athlone,  and  the 
precinct  thereof;”  and  such  have  been  the  limits  acted  on  by  the  corporation,  although  no 
defined  boundaries  exist.  As  regards  representation  in  Parliament,  the  limits  have  been 
considerably  abridged  by  the  Act  of  the  2,  3 William  IV.  c.  89.  The  new  limits  include  the 
entire  town  and  a very  small  surrounding  district,  and,  except  on  the  Roscommon  side  beyond 
the  canal,  where  they  appear  to  be  too  circumscribed,  seem  to  comprise  all  that  is  peculiarly 
connected  with  the  town,  and  to  be  the  boundaries  which  should  regulate  the  municipal  juris- 
diction. 

2.  This  borough  was  first  incorporated  by  a Charter,  dated  16th  December,  4 James  I.  Charters, 
(a.d.  1606,)  enrolled  in  Chancery ; (Rot.  Pat.  4 Jac.  I.  p.  2,  m.  1 ;)  a charter  was  subse-  4 James  I- 
quentlv  granted,  dated  29th  October,  3 James  II.,  (a.d.  1687,)  enrolled  in  Chancery.  5 James  H. 
(Rot.  Pat.  4 Jac.  II.  p.  1,  m.  33.)  This  latter  charter  was  founded  upon  a judgment  of  for- 
feiture of  the  former  one  upon  a quo  warranto,  obtained  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer ; but  it 

having  been  decided  that  a judgment  by  the  Exchequer  in  such  case  was  void,  the  former 
has  since  been  and  still  is  the  governing  charter,  and  the  latter  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
acted  upon  since  the  accession  of  William  III. 

The  charter  of  James  I.,  after  prescribing  the  limits,  directs  that  the  corporation  shall  con-  4 James  I. 
sist  of  one  sovereign,  two  bailiffs,  twelve  burgesses,  and  “ as  many  freemen  as  the  sovereign.  Provisions  of- 
bailiffs  and  burgesses,  shall  think  fit  to  choose  or  admit,  according  as  the  number  of  inhabit- 
ants shall  increase.”  It  names  the  first  sovereign  and  12  persons  to  be  “ free  burgesses,  and 
to  be  of  the  common  council  of  the  said  town.”  It  gives  to  the  sovereign  the  power  to  substitute, 
in  his  absence,  a person  to  be  his  vice-sovereign,  with  the  consent  of  the  bailiffs  and  majority 
of  the  burgesses.  It  authorizes  the  sovereign,  bailiffs,  and  two  or  more  of  the  burgesses,  to 
hold  a court  from  three  weeks  to  three  weeks,  for  all  actions  arising  within  the  district  to  the 
extent  in  value  of  £ 5 , with  like  jurisdiction  as  the  corporation  of  Wexford  have  in  their 
court.  It  gives  to  the  corporation  at  large  the  power  of  making  bye-laws  in  their  public 
council ; and  to  the  sovereign,  bailiffs,  and  burgesses  the  power  of  electing  and  nominating  a 
recorder  and  town  clerk  during  good  behaviour,  with  like  jurisdiction  as  the  recorder  and 
town  clerk  of  the  city  of  Dublin.  It  ordains  that  the  sovereign  or  vice-sovereign,  and  the 
recorder,  shall  be  justices  of  the  peace  within  the  borough,  and  expressly  forbids  all  sheriffs, 
justices  of  the  peace,  constables,  or  other  officers  of  the  counties  of  Westmeath  and  Ros- 
common, other  than  the  officers  ordained  in  this  charter,  to  intermeddle  or  execute  their  office 
or  offices  within  the  said  town  or  the  liberties  thereof.  It  ordains  that  the  sovereign  shall  be 
coroner,  escheator,  and  clerk  of  the  market ; that  the  sovereign,  bailiffs,  and  burgesses  may 
appoint  a water  bailiff)  two  seijeants  at  mace,  and  inferior  officers,  and  that  the  offices  of 
sovereign  and  bailiffs  shall  be  annual ; that  the  burgesses  and  freemen  shall  have  free  election 
0 choose  the  sovereign  from  the  12  burgesses,  and  the  bailiffs  from  the  freemen,  and  also  to 
choose  the  burgesses  and  freemen.  It  appoints  the  1st  day  of  August,  yearly,  to  be  the  day 
\r  !le,elections  sovereign  and  bailiffs,  who  are  to  be  sworn  on  the  feast  day  of  St. 

^ichael  following,  before  the  recorder  and  two  of  the  most  ancient  burgesses.  It  grants  to 
sovereign,  bailiffs,  burgesses,  and  freemen,  and  their  successors  for  ever,  one  moiety  of  fines 
*n  °™itures,  and  of  all  kinds  of  tolls  and  customs,  as  well  of  the  said  bridge  of  Athlone, 
as  alt  other  whatsoever  happening,  arising,  or  being  found  within  the  limits  of  the  town,  at 
rent  of  3s.  4 d.  yearly,  provided  that  the  same  be  “by  them  employed  in  the  making  and 
pairing  one  moiety  of  the  bridge,  and  of  the  ramparts  and  fortifications;”  the  other  moiety 
remain  to  the  castle  of  Athlone ; the  corporation  to  sustain  that  moiety  of  the  bridge  which 
burff*  *°-  county  Westmeath  : and  it  ordains  that  the  constable  of  the  castle  shall  be  a 
JJ;  m Edition  to  the  12.  It  contains  a grant  of  a weekly  market  on  every  Thursday, 
foil  °1'  *"'°  annuad  fairs,  the  one  to  begin  on  the  Ascension  day,  and  to  continue  for  two  days 
for  th °^er  1°  commence  on  the  feast  of  St.  Bartholomew  the  Apostle,  and  to  hold 
tolls  6 T days,  with  a Court  of  Pie  Poudre,  and  half  the  profits  and  perquisites, 

kjri  ancl  cust°ms,  to  the  said  markets,  fairs,  and  court  belonging ; the  other  half  or  moiety 
a ft/  t0  t^le  sa‘d  castle  of  Athlone.  It  grants  to  every  member  of  the  corporation 

the  K°m  tr!ough?ut  Ireland  from  all  tolls,  taxes,  and  talliages,  except  custom  payable  to 
merci]  lnf.’  1118  fairs  and  successors,  for  any  woollen  cloth  and  yarn  commodities,  or 
&at  neither  the  sovereign,  bailiffs,  burgesses,  or  freemen,  nor  any  of  their 
S°-^Sf  shall  be  empannelled  on  any  jury  for  the  trial  of  any  cause  between  any  of  the 
set  upS  SUblects>  out  °f  the  bounds  and  limits  of  the  town.  It  directs  that  no  foreigner  shall 
^ be  a fr.pSe  any  trade  or  manual  occupation  within  the  limits  but  such  as  shall  be  admitted 
freeman,  and  it  grants  to  the  corporation  such  and  so  many  liberties,  franchises. 
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ROSCOMMON,  privileges,  rights,  jurisdictions,  and  authorities,  as  the  town  of  Wexford  had  or  ouaht  t h 
ATHLONE  by  virtue  of  any  charter,  or  lawful  use,  custom  or  prescription,  whatsoever.  ° ° tlave’ 

16  James  I.,  ' % charter  bearing  date  the  22d  of  February,  16  James  I,  and  enrolled  in  Chancerv 

22d  February.  (Rot.  Pat.  16  Jac.  I.  6 a.  p.  m.  5,)  that  monarch  granted  to  certain  of  the  Protester 

inhabitants  therein  named,  houses  and  gardens  in  the  town,  and  the  42  acres  of  land  i tiT 
county  of  Westmeath,  adjoining  the  town,  reserving  certain  quit  rents  thereon ; and  he  furth 6 
granted  to  the  sovereign,  free  burgesses,  and  commonalty,  the  power  of  holding  a free  m L-^ 
on  every  Saturday,  on  the  Roscommon  side  of  the  town,  and  a fair  on  Monday  "after  Epiuh 
and  two  days  following,  with  a moiety  of  the  tolls.  He  constituted  the  sovereign  to  be  ma&i’ 
of  the  assay,  and  a justice  of  the  peace  throughout  the  counties  of  Westmeath  and  Roscommon 

17  James  I.,  By  a King’s  letter,  bearing  date  at  Westminster,  the  17th  day  of  May,  in  the  seventeenth 

17th  May.  year  0f  James  I.,  for  strengthening  the  Roscommon  side  of  the  town,  the  King  authorized  his 

deputy,  and  chancellor  of  Ireland,  with  the  advice  of  his  council  there,  to  grant  such  estates  in 
fee  farm,  under  the  great  seal,  to  such  persons  as  his  president  should  nominate,  of  houses  and 

Erdens  on  the  Roscommon  side  of  the  town,  and  also  of  the  parcel  of  land  called  the  Monks- 
ld,  containing  by  estimation  two  quarters  of  land,  with  as  much  of  the  customs  and 
profits  of  the  bridge  of  Athlone,  and  of  the  fairs  and  markets  of  the  town  as  were  not  then 
already  granted,  reserving  rents  to  the  Crown. 

17  Charles  II.,  King  Charles  II.,  by  charter  bearing  date  the  22d  February,  17  Car.  II.,  and  enrolled  in 

22 d February.  Chancery,  (Rot.  Pat.  17  Car.  II.  p.  1,  m.  25,)  granted  to  the  sovereign,  bailiffs,  burgesses, 

and  freemen  the  power  of  holding  a fair  on  the  10th  of  March,  and  two  succeeding  days,  in 
that  part  of  the  town  which  lies  in  the  county  of  Roscommon,  with  the  tolls  of  that  fair,  at  a 
rent  of  5s. 

In  the  "New  Rules”  of  25  Car.  II.  made  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Privy  Council, 
pursuant  to  the  Acts  of  Settlement  and  Explanation,  (14,  15  Car.  II.,  and  17,  18  Car.  II., j 
Athlone  is  specially  mentioned,  and  it  is  provided  that  the  names  of  the  persons  elected  to 
serve  the  offices  of  chief  magistrate,  recorder,  or  town  clerk,  should  be  presented  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  and  Council,  for  their  approval ; and  the  sovereign  having  been  eligible  under  the 
charter,  within  three  months  before  the  day  of  entering  on  his  office,  it  is  required  that  he 
should  be  elected  on  the  day  three  months  preceding  his  commencing  to  act. 

3.  The  corporation  is  entitled  by  the  charter  of  James  I.  “ The  Sovereign,  Bailiffs,  Bur- 
gesses, and  Freemen  of  the  Town  of  Athlone.” 

4.  And  it  consists  of  the  classes  enumerated  in  the  title. 

5.  Tire  Officers  are 


“ New  Rules,” 
25  Charles  II. 

Title. 

Officers. 


Sovereign. 


Functions  of. 


Salary. 


1 Sovereign, 

2 Bailiffs, 

13  Burgesses,  including  the  Constable  of  the  Castle. 

1 Recorder, 

1 Town  Clerk, 

1 Serjeant  at  Mace,  and 
1 Billet  Master ; 

and  there  is  a select  body  called  the  " Common  Council.” 

The  Sovereign  is  elected  annually  by  the  common  council  out  of  the  body  of  the  burgesses, 
to  serve  for  one  year,  from  the  29th  of  September.  In  practice,  three  burgesses  are  named  for 
the  office  by  the  council,  on  the  24th  of  June,  and  one  of  the  three  is  afterwards,  on  the 
29th  June,  elected  by  the  majority  of  the  same  body.  There  has  not  been,  within  recollection, 
a contest  for  the  office. 

There  is  no  modern  instance  of  a person  being  elected  sovereign  for  two  successive  years; 
but  the  same  individual  has  constantly  acted  for  many  years  as  sovereign  and  vice-sovereign 
alternately.  This  frequently  occurred  in  the  persons  of  Richard  Handcock,  sen.  Esq., 
brother  oi  Lord  Castlemain,  and  of  Richard  Handcock,  jun.  Esq.,  his  lordship’s  nephew.  The 
former  was  sovereign,  or  vice-sovereign,  from  1798  to’  1816  continually.  In  1816  he  was 
succeeded  by  the  latter,  who  acted  until  1826.  Though  a vice-sovereign  has  repeatedly  been 
appointed,  yet  until  last  year  the  approval  of  the  bailiffs  and  the  majority  of  the  burgesses  to 
the  appointment  was  not  obtained,  as  required  by  the  charter. 

The  sovereign  or  vice-sovereign  is  a justice  of  the  peace,  and  transacts  the  general  magis- 
terial business  of  the  borough.  He  is  escheator,  and  clerk  of  the  market,  and  occa- 
aonally  attends  to  its  regulation ; but  this  duty  has  hy  no  means  been  diligently  performed. 
He  rarely  inquires  after  fraudulent  weights  and  measures.  He  is  coroner  within  the  district, 
and  has  acted  as  such.  He  is  returning  officer  at  elections  for  Members  to  serve  in  Parliament 
When  the  civil  court  of  the  borough  was  held,  he  presided  in  it:  but  the  court  has  not  sat 
for  the  last  12  or  15  years. 


The  sovereign  or  his  deputy  receives  a Salary  of  £100  a year,  which  is  paid  out  of  the  tolls 
and  customs.  This  payment  appears  to  be  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the  charter,  whien 
directs  that  the  moiety  of  the  tolls  granted  to  the  covnoration  shall  he  exoended  on  the  bridge, 


<mu  ousioms.  x nis  payment  appears  to  be  contrary  to  the  provisions  ot  the  cflaiter, 
directs  that  the  moiety  of  the  tolls  granted  to  the  corporation  shall  he  expended  on  the  bridge, 
&c.,  and  by  what  right  or  under  what  authority  it  is  made  I was  unable  to  discover.  & 
merly  the  office  was  much  more  lucrative  than  it  is  at  present,  and  while  it  was  so  it  was  in- 
variably filled  by  a member  of  the  Handcock  family.  At  present,  the  sovereign  or  YicMjre- 
reign  does  not  appeal-  to  derive  any  emolument  from  the  office  beyond  the  salary  of  ±iw 
year,  and  he  enjoys  no  privilege  save  that  of  being  for  his  year  of  office  a member  of  the  com- 
mem  council.  The  present  sovereign  (1833)  is  non-resident,  and  acts  by  deputy;  tie 
he  latter  is  William  Marshall.  He  has  acted  as  such  since  the  4th  of  August  1832. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS  IN  IRELAND.  127  WESTMEATH. 

AND 

The  Bailiffs  are  elected  from  the  freemen  bv  the  common  council  on  the  same  day  as  the  ROSCOMMON, 
sovereign,  and  to  .erve  for  the  same  period.  ATHLONE, 

They  do  not  now  perform  any  functions  distinct  from  those  which  they  exercise  as  a managing  Bailiffs  how  elected 
part  of  the  corporation,  save  that  of  occasionally  signing  attachments,  to  which  I shall  pre-  Functions 
gently  allude. 

They  are  ex  officio  members  of  the  common  council,  during  their  year  of  office,  which  is  the  Privileges, 
only  privilege  they  now  exercise. 

They  received  a Salary  of  £8  a-year  each  out  of  the  tolls  and  customs : it  was  not  stated  by  Salary, 
what  authority  this  payment  was  made.  It  has  been  discontinued  within  the  last  few  years, 
on  account  of  the  low  state  of  the  funds  of  the  corporation.  Their  only  emoluments  at  present 
are  derived  from  fees  on  attachments,  which  amount  to  a very  inconsiderable  annual  sum. 

Burgesses  are  elected  for  life  by  the  common  council,  of  which  body,  according  to  the  Burgesses,  how 
practice  of  the  corporation,  12  ought  to  be  present  to  constitute  an  election.  They  are  selected  elected- 
from  the  freemen ; there  is  no  other  qualification. 

No  Roman  Catholic  or  other  Dissenter  has  ever  been  a burgess.  Indeed,  this  body  is 
almost  confined  to  the  family  of  Lord  Castlemain,  the  “patron”  of  the  corporation.  The  fol- 
lowing list  of  the  present  burgesses  (1833)  justifies  this  observation : 


Richard  Handcock,  sen.  - - 

admitted  29th  June 

1790 

Richard  Handcock,  jun.  - - 

,,  12  th  June 

1315 

Rev.  John  Gustavus  Handcock 

.,  9th  July 

1821 

Henry  Robert  Handcock  - - 

„ 4th  Dec. 

1824 

George  Handcock  - - - - 

„ 10th  May 

1826 

Charles  Handcock  - - - 

„ 4th  July 

1831 

Richard  Telford  - - - - 

„ 29th  April 

1794 

Richard  Cuppaidge  - - - 

„ 24th  June 

1797 

The  Archbishop  of  Tuam  - - 

„ 30th  June 

1800 

Lord  Ashtown  ----- 

„ same  date. 

Hon.  Wm.  Le  Po'er  Trench  - 

„ 4th  August 

1826,  and 

Joseph  Morgan  Daly  - - - 

„ 5th  August  1829. 

The  first  six  are  of  the.  immediate  family  of  Lord  Castlemain ; the  seventh  and  eighth  were 
stated  to  be  his  nephews,  the  ninth,  tenth,  and  eleventh  to  be  connected  with  him  by  marriage, 
and  Mr.  Daly  was  said  to  be.  the  only  burgess  not  connected  with  or  related  to  his  lordship.  Of 
the  burgesses  three  only  are  resident,  namely,  Richard  Handcock,  sen.,  Richard  Handcock, 
jun.,  and  Charles  Handcock.  Lord  Castlemain  is  himself  a burgess,  as  constable  of  the 
Castle. 


Burgesses  perform  no  Functions  except  those  which  they  exercise  as  general  members  of  Functions  of. 
the  corporation. 

They  have  no  salary  or  other  emolument,  nor  any  privilege  save  eligibility  to  corporate 
offices  and  exemption  from  toll.  When  a vacancy  occurs  in  the  number  of  the  burgesses, 
an  extraordinary  meeting  of  the  common  council,  of  which  four  days’  notice  is  given,  is,  as 
speedily  as  possible,  convened  to  supply  it.  Such  notice,  however,  appears  insufficient  under 
the  statute  1 Geo.  II.  c.  9,  s.  9. 

6.  Freemen  are  elected  for  life  by  the  corpmon  council,  of  which  the  same  number  must  be  Freemen,  how  ad- 
present  as  at  the  election  of  a burgess.  There  is  no  inchoate  right  to  freedom  acknowledged  mitted- 
and  all  are  admitted  by  grace  especial : there  is  no  qualification  required. 

There  are  at  present  227  freemen  on  the  books,  of  whom  98  are  resident  within  the  limits  Number  of. 
prescribed  by  charter,  and  86  within  those  marked  out  by  the  Boundary  Act.  About  176  have 
been  admitted  since  the  year  1823,  and  of  these  165  were  admitted  on  the  24th  June  1831. 

Of  the  165  thus  admitted,  10  were  under  the  age  of  21  years,  and  9 were  Roman 
Catholics. 

The  return  of  the  Member  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  the  borough  having  been  for  the  first 
contested  with  the  nominee  of  Lord  Castlemain,  at  the  general  election  in  1830,  this 
admission  of  165  persons  took  place  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the  constituency  in  the 
interest  of  his  lordship’s  family ; but  honorary  freemen  admitted  subsequently  to  the  30th 
March  1831,  having  been  declared  by  the  Reform  Act  not  to  be  entitled  by  virtue  of  such 
admission  to  vote  as  freemen  at  elections  for  Members  of  Parliament,  and  the  object  of  these 
™ri°ns  having  been  thus  frustrated,  157  of  the  165  omitted  to  take  the  oaths  of  freemen, 
and  have  not  since  been  sworn. 

There  is  no  entry  made  in  the  corporation  books  of  a refusal  on  an  application  for  freedom. 

H appeared,  however,  that  in  the  year  1829,  350  residents,  comprising  most  of  the  respectable 
ID.  abi|ants,  applied  to  be  admitted  free,  and  tendered  £1  each,  with  their  petition,  to  the  sove- 
^f11’  but  being  supposed  to  be  hostile  to  the  Handcock  family,  they  were  all  refused  admission, 

JuaeTss0]116  ° ^ese  ^50  was  included  in  the  165  persons  subsequently  admitted  on  the  24th 

Some  of  the  350  took  the  oaths  of  allegiance,  &c.  before  a justice  of  the  peace  for  the  next  _ . 

an y.  and  attempted  afterwards  to  vote  at  an  election  for  a Member  of  Parliament;  but  a 
fiat  (fa  *ee,  House  of  Commons  decided  against  their  claim,  apparently  on  the  ground 
ey  had  not  been  sworn  six  months  before  the  election. 

Freemen  are  exempt  from  toll,  and  are  eligible  to  be  elected  common  councilmen  and  bur-  Privileges  of. 

5 and  resident  freemen  admitted  before  March  1831,  and  duly  registered,  vote  at  elec- 
or  a Member  to  serve  in  Parliament.  They  have  no  other  privileges  or  functions,  nor 
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any  salaiy  or  other  emolument.  Members  of  the  corporation  are  not  in  practice  exempt  fro 
serving  on  juries  out  of  the  limits,  or  from  payment  of  tolls  and  customs  in  other  places  m 

There  are  10  Roman  Catholics,  and  three  other  Dissenters,  free  of  this  corporation. 

The  clause  in  the  charter,  prohibiting  foreigners  from  trading  until  admitted  free,  is  not 
attended  to ; and  there  is  no  trace  of  its  ever  having  been  acted  on.  In  fact,  it  may  be  here 
generally  observed,  that  although  such  a clause  exists  in  many  of  the  charters  of  the  towns 
I visited,  in  no  one  instance  have  I found  it  enforced. 

The  present  Recorder  is  a barrister  and  non-resident.  This  officer  is  appointed  by  the 
common  council  during  good  behaviour. 

The  recorder  is  a justice  of  the  peace  within  the  borough ; he  does  not  act  as  such,  and  has 
no  other  functions  to  perform. 

He  has  no  salary  nor  emolument.  Until  about  seven  years  ago  he  received  £10  a year  out 
of  the  tolls  and  customs. 

The  Town  Clerk,  who  is  also  Deputy  Recorder,  is  appointed  by  the  common  council  during 
good  behaviour;  there  is  no  qualification  for  the  office.  As  deputy  recorder  he  has  no  func* 
tions  to  perform.  His  duties  as  town  clerk  are  to  attend  the  common  council,  to  keep  the 
corporation  seal  and  books,  and  enter  the  proceedings  in  the  latter ; and  he  attends  the  sessions 
under  the  Reform  Act,  held  by  the  assistant  barrister  of  Westmeath,  for  the  registering  of 
voters  for  the  borough.  He  has  had  at  all  times  a salary  of  £10  a-year,  and  for  the  last 
seven  years  he  has  had  in  addition  the  £10  a-year,  which  was  formerly  paid  to  the  recorder. 
The  payment  of  these  salaries  out  of  the  tolls  does  not  appeal-  to  be  warranted. 

There  is  but  one  Serjeant  at  Mace  ; he  is  annually  appointed  by  the  sovereign,  but  the  same 
person  is  usually  continued  in  office.  He  acts  as  constable  in  the  borough. 

He  receives  a salary  of  £12  a-year  out  of  the  tolls,  and  £2  a-year  for  the  diet  of 
prisoners. 

Hie  Billet  Master  is  appointed  in  the  same  way,  and  for  the  same  term  ; he  receives  a salary 
of  £10  a-year  out  of  the  same  fund. 

The  observation  I have  made  on  the  payment  of  the  other  salaries  applies  equally  to  these. 
The  salaries  amouu'  -nnually  in  the  aggregate  to  £142. 

7.  There  is  a Cl  on  Council,  consisting  at  present  of  20  persons,  including  the 
sovereign  and  vice-sovereign,  and  the  two  bailiffs,  who,  as  already  observed,  are  all  members 
ex  officio  during  their  year-  of  office.  It  was  stated  that  there  was  no  list  of  this  council  in 
the  books  of  the  corporation. 

The  elections  are  for  life,  and  are  made  by  the  common  council  itself  out  of  the  burgesses 
and  freemen;  there  is  no  other  qualification.  Burgesses  are  not,  as  such,  suffered  to  act  as 
members  of  the  council,  although  the  charter  prescribes  that  the  12  burgesses  therein  named 
shall  be  of  the  council.  Seven  of  the  present  council  are  resident,  and  13  non-resident  It 
was  stated  that,  there  is  no  restriction  as  to  the  number  of  this  body,  but  that  it  seldom  ex- 
ceede  1 20.  It  is  remarkable,  that  with  respect  to  it,  we  could  obtain  very  little  information, 
even  fro  the  members  of  the  corporation. 

No  Roman  Catholic  has  ever  been  a member  of  this  body.  There  is  one  Protestant  Dis- 
senter at  present  belonging  to  it. 

The  common  council  now  elect  all  the  officers,  and  are  supposed  to  audit  the  accounts  of 
the  corporation,  which  they  certify.  It  did  not  appear,  however,  that  any  account  was  ever 
investigated  by  them,  and  during  the  sovereignty  of  Richard  Handcock,  sen.,  they  frequently 
refused  to  do  so,  and  passed  the  accounts  on  his  representation. 

•They  have  no  emoluments,  nor  privileges,  save  as  above  mentioned. 

8.  The  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  borough  is  nominally  vested  in  the  common  council, 
but  in  reality  the  entire  control  of  the  corporation  is  exercised  by  Lord  Viscount  Castleraain- 
The  “Borough”  formerly  belonged  to  the  Handcock  and  St.  George  families.  The  presen 
Lord  Castlemain  purchased  from  Sir  Richard  St.  George  his  interest  therein,  and  from  tne 
period  of  that  purchase  has  exercised  over  it  complete  dominion. 

The  forms  of  election  by  tbe  council  are  regularly  observed,  but  the  elected  are  either  the 
nominees  of  his  lordship,  or  persons  notoriously  in  his  interest. 

The  right  of  electing  the  officers  is  granted  by  charter  to  the  sovereign,  bailiffs  and 
How  it  came  to  be  exercised  by  the  common  council  did  not  appear.  In  effect,  however,  e 
is  little  difference,  as  this  body  consists  of  the  sovereign,  and  bailiffs,  and  generally  ot 
burgesses,  together  with  a very  few  of  the  freemen. 

The  power  of  self-election  exercised  by  this  body,  possessing,  as  it  in  form  does,  the 
management  of  the  corporation,  enables  its  “ patron,”  however  extended  the  number  ot  tr 
may  be,  to  maintain  a perfectly  close  and  exclusive  corporation. 

So  secret  are  the  proceedings  of  this  self-elected  and  irresponsible  body,  that  even  burgesses 
and  freemen,  not  members  of  it,  are  excluded  from  its  meetings.  . ^ 

9.  There  are  no  Fees  payable  on  admission  to  freedom  or  on  election  to  any  office  in 

corporation.  ^ 

10.  The  charter  gives  the  power  of  making  Bye-Laws  to  the  whole  body  in  then  P ^ 
council.  It  has  been  seldom  exercised.  Bye-laws,  when  enacted,  have  been  ma 
common  council-  They  are  scattered  through  the  corporation  books ; there  are  nine  ^ 
of  these  books,  seven  of  them  are  council  books,  one  an  old  court  book,  and  one 
forms  of  the  court,  &c. 
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11.  Tlie  river  Shannon,  which  runs  through  and  divides  the  town  into  two  nearly  equal  parts  ROSCOMMON. 

also  separates  here  the  provinces  of  Leinster  and  Connaught:  one  portion  of  the  town  is  in  the ~~T  

countv  of  Westmeath  and  province  of  Leinster,  the  other  in  the  county  of  Roscommon  and  T . ..  . ORE* 
province  of  Connaught.  Tins  circumstance  gives  rise  to  several  Jurisdictions  within  the  Jurisdictl0n- 
borough,  and  leads  to  inconvenience  and  confusion  in  the  administration  of  justice. 

Quarter  Sessions  for  the  division  of  Moat,  in  the  county  of  Westmeath,  including  the  por-  Quarter  Sessions, 
lion  of  the  borough  on  the  Leinster  side,  are  held  four  times  a- year,  in  the  town  of  Moat 
distant  about  eight  miles  from  Athlone,  and  for  the  county  of  Roscommon,  on  the  Connaught 
side,  twice  a-year  in  the  town  of  Athlone,  and  twice  in  the  town  of  Roscommon,  distant  about 
15  miles. 

Petty  Sessions  are  hold  within  the  limits  at  both  sides  of  the  river,  at  which  county  mavis-  Petty  Sessions, 
trates  preside ; they  do  not,  however,  in  general,  take  cognizance  of  offences  committed  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  corporation,  being  expressly  prohibited  from  so  doing  by  the  charter  of 
James  I.  A case  was  mentioned  to  us,  which  furnishes  at  once  ail  instance  of  interference 
of  certain  county  justices  in  co-operation  with  the  sovereign,  and  of  a successful  assertion  on 
the  part  of  that  officer  of  the  exclusion  of  such  Jurisdiction,  when  other  county  justices  were  Exclusive  Juris- 
about  to  act  in  the  town.  In  the  year  1825,  a person  of  the  name  of  Francis  Qui<dey  diction- 
tendered  informations  at.  petty  sessions  held  on  the  Roscommon  side,  before  Richard  Hand- 
cock,  junior,  vice-sovereign,  R.  Hanclcock,  senior,  and  William  Cooke,  Esquires,  county  jus- 
tices, against  some  of  the  borough  constables,  for  an  assault  alleged  to  have  been  committed 
in  collecting  toll.  These  magistrates  having  declined  receiving  his  informations,  QuiAcy 
tendered  them  to  county  magistrates  sitting  at  petty  sessions,  at  Lesterfield,  in  the  county  of 
Roscommon,  the  nearest  sessions  oil  that  side  of  the  river. 

The  constables,  although  summoned,  did  not  attend  at  Lesterfield,  and  the  magistrates 
declined  further  to  interfere,  on  the  ground  that  they  had  been  cautioned,  by  letter,  received 
from  the  vice-sovereign,  against  so  doing,  the  cause  of  complaint  having  arisen  within  the 
borough.  A copy  of  this  letter,  which  bore  date,  “ Athlone,  21st,  of  December  1825,”  and 
was  signed  R.  Handcock,”  was  procured  from  the  magistrates.  After  stating  that  the  case 
had  been  “ minutely  examined  into  and  disposed  of  by  the  vice-sovereign  of  the  town,  and 
twfl  magistrates  of  the  county  of  Roscommon,  in  petty  sessions  assembled.’'' it  proceeds  thus  : 

‘T  would  suggest  that  it  would  be  prudent  for  you  not  to  interfere  ii  (II!<titters  that  take  rise 
within  this  borough,  in  which  no  magistrate  is  authorized  to  act  without  the  sovereign’s  con- 
sent. Should  any  other  magistrate  interfere  within  our  limits,  he  shall  answer  to  t?ie  Chan- 
cellor for  his  conduct,  and  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench.” 

From  the  statement  upon  this  subject,  it,  would  seem  that  the  acting  sovereign  assumed  the 
power  of  allowing  or  of  prohibiting  the  interference  of  county  justices,  in  other  words,  of 
acting,  in  the  absence  of  the  other  charter  justice,  the  recorder,  as  sole  magistrate  witbijj  the 
limits,  or  of  associating  with  himself  individuals  of  his  own  selection.  In  the  instance  just 
mentioned,  the  magistrates,  whom  he  permitted  to  act  with  him  in  the  adjudication  of  a 
question  arising  out  of  a corporate  claim,  were  both  members  of  that  body,  namely, .the 
ex-sovereign  and  the  person  whom,  in  the  succeeding  year,  I find  filling  the  office  of'deputy 
sovereign ; and  the  prohibitory  privilege  was  asserted  in  favour  of  his  own  officers. ; It  is 
o uous  that  the  power  thus  claimed  by  the  sovereign,  might  be  exercised  to  a most  mis- 
c ®rou?  extent,  and  to  procure  for  the  collectors  and  servants  of  the  corporation  an  almost 
F ect  impunity  in  their  contests  with  the  inhabitants,  more  especially  as  the  vast  majority  of 
ose  with  whom  they  are  committed,  are  poor,  and  without  the  means  of  resorting  to 
superior  courts  for  redress. 

\ the  recorder  is  non-resident,  and  performs  no  magisterial  duty,  the  effect  of  the 
je  usion  of  county  justices  seems  to  be,  that  there  is  no  legal  mode  of  disposing  of  that  class 
cases  which  ought  to  be  adjudicated  upon  by  two  justices  of  the  peace. 
v^nr\CharleS  R‘*  by  liters  patent  bearing  date  the  18th  December,  in  the  twenty-seventh  27  Charles  II. 
warotbisre.an,  (Rot.  Pat.  27  Car.  II.  p.  4.  m.  28,)  granted  to  Richard  Lord  Ranelagh,  his  Manor  of  Athlone. 

&c  oMtW  S'°nS’  t^e  quarter  of  land  of  Athlone,  alias  Bcallagh,  with  the  Manor,  castle. 

The-  b °ne’  power  to  hold  Courts  Leet  and  Baron  within  the  manor, 
fomertirae^  416  n°*  now  nor  did  I discover  any  trace  of  their  having  existed  in 

on'the^ Lekist0We'dr3  & ^enescbabs  Court,  which  claims  jurisdiction  over  part  of  the  borough  Seneschal’s  Court. 

aPl^t«n  described  as  " Seneschal  of  the  Manor  of  Treyford,”  to  which  he  was  Manor  of  Treyford. 

*®ount  nf  xvji  .T  .®?tlemain.  He  holds  his  court  at  Moat,  and  entertains  claims  to  the 
aPFartol»  late.  Irisb  currency.  The  limits  of  his  jurisdiction  were  not  defined  to  me,  and 
WrporationethUeS^°ne^’  Was  stated  that  when  his  process  was  against  an  adherent  of  the 
an  oDrvinn  , sovereign  interposed  and  repudiated  his  jurisdiction,  but  when  it  was  against 
opponent  of  that  party  it  wj  suffered  to  take  its  couj. 

P^undT5' on. the  Rolls  of  Chancery,  (Rot.  Pat.  33  Car.  II.  p.  1.  m.  14,)  the  Patent, 

33  Charles  TT  tb*s  seneschal  was  appointed.  It  bears  date  the  12th  February,  33  Car.  II. 

Nacres  a if-  erects  several  denominations  of  land,  therein  stated  to  contain  about 
territory  0f  p ® the  baronies  of  Clonlonan,  Moycashel,  and  Kilkenny  West,  and  in  the 

Athkne  is  ‘aTvney.  into  a manor,  to  which  it  gives  the  name  of  the  “ Manor  of  Treyford.” 
of th#  manor  The  town  of  Moat,  which  is  distant  eight  miles,  is  made  part 

14)1  reach  to  th  t 11  woub*  seem  probable,  from  this  circumstance,  that  the  5000  acres  would 
M.C.I  6 tovvn  °f  Athlone.  This  patent  was  granted  to  William  Handcock,  Esq.,  the 
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ancestor  of  Lord  Castle  main,  (upon  whom  the  patent  rights  have  descended,)  and  it 
empowered  him,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  to  hold  Courts  Lcet  and  Baron,  with  jurisdiction  in  the 
latter  to  the  amount  of  40s.,  and  a law  day,  or  Court  ot  Record,  within  the  manor,  limited  in 
amount  of  claim  to  £10 ; and  these  courts  were  to  be  held  before  a seneschal  to  be  appointed 
by  the  patentee,  his  heirs  and  assigns. 

The  Sovereign,  or  his  deputy,  sits  at  his  office  in  his  magisterial  capacity  three  time; 
a-week,  and  hears  complaints  for  matters  arising  within  the  borough.  _ He  sends  the.  more  scriou; 
offences  to  the  assizes,  and  the  minor  complaints  to  the  quarter  sessions. 

Upon  questions  of  trespass,  servants’ wages,  and  nuisances,  he  decides  himself.  He  has 
imposed  penalties  for  nuisances  to  a considerable  amount,  which,  it  was  stated,  had  been  given 
to  the  clergymen  of  the  Established  Church  to  be  distributed  in  charity. 

The  sovereign  formerly  presided  in  the  Civil  Court  of  the  Borough,  which  was  limited  bv 
charter  to  claims  of  £5  late  Irish  currency. 

He  had  always  the  assistance  of  a jury.  Although  there  are  regular  entries  in  the  corpo- 
tiou  books  of  adjournments  of  this  court  on  every  third  Thursday  up  to  the  present  time,  it  ha; 
not,  in  fact,  been  held  for  upwards  of  12  years.  There  were  pleadings  in  this  court,  and 
attorneys  practised  in  it.  The  costs  to  execution  amounted  to  about  £ 1 18s.  The  process  was 
by  attachment,  in  the  first  instance.  ... 

Notwithstanding  the  discontinuance  of  its  sittings,  a most  pernicious  practice  still  exists oi 
effecting  seizures  under  its  process.  Upon  a mere  verbal  statement,  without  oath,  (although 
required  by  the  36  Geo.  III.  c.  39,)  an  attachment  issues,  signed  by  the  bailiffs,  against  the 
goods  of  any  person  within  the  limits  of  the  borough,  under  which  a seizure  is  made  by  the 
serjeant.  at  mace.  The  seizure  being  effected,  on  bail  being  given,  the  goods  are  restored  to 
the  defendant ; in  the  absence  of  bail  they  arc  detained.  Where  the  defendant’s  bail  is 
received,  the  plaintiff  has  no  means  of  further  prosecuting  his  claim,  and  it  is  only  in  the  event 
of  bail  not  being  given  that  he  can  derive  any  benefit  from  this  proceedin|.  When  bail  cannot 
be  procured,  the  defendant  is  coerced  to  settle,  no  matter  how  unjust  the  claim,  as  the  only 
means  of  getting  back  his  goods  if  they  be  of  greater  value  than  the  amount  of  the  demand. 
This  usualfy  happens  in  the  case  of  strangers,  who  frequently  experience  difficulty  in  procuring 
bail ; and  where  they  have  been  unable  to  do  so,  or  their  bail  has  not  been  received,  these 
attachments  have  actually  effected  an  absolute  forfeiture  of  the  property  seized  for  demands 
of  a few  shillings,  unsubstantiated  even  by  the  oath  of  the  plaintiff;  the  goods  under  such 
circumstances  remaining  in  the  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  mace.  A case  ot  this  nature,  which 
was  particularly  investigated,  shows  that  this  practice  prevails  to  the  present  time.  In  June 
1833,  an  attachment  issued  against  the  goods  of  a person  named  Edward  Walsh,  marked  for 
11s.  Id. ; and  on  IStli  June,  two  large  boxes  were  seized,  containing  property  of  a perishable 
nature,  to  the  amount  in  value  of  at  least  £8.  Walsh’s  wife  deposed  that  bail  was  tendered  and 
refused,  but,  at  all  events,  Walsh  could  not  procure  a trial,  and  he  was  obliged  to  ff‘lt  the, 
towm  without  his  boxes;  which  were,  on  the  day  the  case  was  mentioned  to  me,  (the  JOth  of 
September  1833,)  still  in  the  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  mace.  The  persons  principally 
benefited  by  these  proceedings  arc  the  officers  of  the  court,  who  receive  their  fees  at  the  rates 
following,  viz.  s-  cj- 

To  town  clerk  for  filing  the  attachment  - - 2 6 

Bailiffs  for  signing  it  - .-.-26 

Serjeant  at  macc  for  executing  it  ...  2 6 

7 6 

At  present  there  are  no  Juries  of  any  sort  empannelled  within  the  borough.  Formed} 
were  market  juries,  but  they  have  been  discontinued  since  the  year  1817.  A marke  j . 
much  needed  here. 

12.  There  is  no  Police,  save  the  serjeant  at  mace,  under  the  control  of  the  ^P01^' 

The  county  constabulary  act  within  the  district ; four  only  of  them  are  stationed  in  e 
they  obey  the  sovereign  as  a justice  of  the  peace.  , ^ 

Formerly  there  were  borough  constables  appointed  by  the  sovereign,  but  they  a 
discontinued.  I shall  have  occasion  particularly  to  mention  these  borough  cons 
I come  to  the  subject  of  fines. 

There  is  no  night  watch ; an  efficient  police  and  watch  are  much  required. 

There  is  a large  garrison  always  quartered  in  the  town,  and  the  barracks  are  very  P"-" 
The  heights  of  the  town  are  strongly  fortified.  , 

13.  There  is  a Prison  attached  to  the  town  office,  over  which  the  corporation  exercises  cod^ 

There  is  also  a prison  belonging  to  the  county  of  Roscommon,  within  the  distnc  o ^ t0  ^ 

ration,  and  to  which  the  acting  sovereign  has  committed  offenders.  The  prison  a 
town  office  is  a place  of  the  most  unwholesome  description,  and  utterly  unfit,  tor  ^ 

of  prisoners.  It  was  represented  as  a grievance  that  such  place  of  con“P®me"ce_soverei£n 
suffered  to  continue,  even  for  the  purpose  of  temporary  imprisonment.  ^/^ours. 
stated  that  he  had  never  committed  to  this  dungeon  for  a period  longer  than  l ^ d<* 

The  7 Geo.  IV.  c.  74,  s.  76,  abolished  prisons  attached  to  inferior  courts,  a®  gained 
appear  that  the  sanction  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  for  continuing  this  prison  ha 
under  the  97th  section  of  that  Act.  . control  <fie 

Beyond  the  power  of  the  sovereign’s  committing  to  it,  the  corporation  has  n 
the  gaol  belonging  to  the  county  of  Roscommon.  ratjoB, 

14.  There  are.  no  Public  Schools  or  other  charities  under  the  control  of  the  corpo 
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There  is  a school  here,  called  “The  Ranelagh  School,”  limited  to  40  boys;  at  present  there 
but  21  on  the  establishment,  the  funds  not  admitting  of  more.  This  establishment  is 
imported  by  tiie  produce  of  lands  granted  for  the  purpose  by  Lord  Ranelagh.  It.  is  also 
entitled  to  a moiety  of  the  tolls  and  customs ; and  on  this  account,  and  because  the  sovereign 
for  the  time  being  is  one  of  the  local  committee,  it  seems  necessary  to  show  how  this  property 
passed  to  the  “ Incorporated  Society  for  promoting  English  Protestant  Schools  in  Ireland,” 
in  which  the  trusteeship  of  the  fund  is  now  vested. 

In  1708,  Richard  Lord  Ranelagh  conveyed,  by  deed,  to  certain  trustees,  “ the  castle, 
manor,  town  and  lands  of  Athlone,  with  the  customs,  &c.  belonging  to  the  castle,  house, 
raan0r’  &c.  of  Athlone,  as  granted  to  him  by  the  patents  of  Charles  II.,  dated  the  30th  July 
1672.  and  lSth  December  1675,  together  with  the  lands  of  Cion  ark  e,  therein  stated  to 
contain  427  acres,  and  of  Gortnanghan  alias  Gortecorson,  containing  43  acres,  in  trust  for 
himself  for  life,  with  remainder  to  Iris  daughter.  Lady  Catherine  Jones,  and  her  issue ; and  in 
the  event  ofher  dying  without  issue,  in  trust  out  of  the  issues  and  profits  to  erect  two  schools 
in  the  town  of  Athlone,  one  for  20  boys,  and  the  other  for  an  equal  number  of  girls,  and  two 
schools  in  the  town  of  Roscommon,  with  a direction  that  the  schoolmasters  should  be  in  holy 
orders,  and  should  preach  and  catechise  in  a chapel  to  be  attached  to  the  schools,  and  in 
trust  to  pay  £20  per  annum  to  the  minister  of  Athlone.”  Lady  Catherine  Jones  died  without 
issue,  in  the  year  1740,  and  thereupon  (Lord  Ranelagh  having  previously  died)  the  property 
became  applicable  to  the  charitable  trusts. 

By  an  Act  of  Parliament  33  Geo.  II.  c.  1,  entitled  “ An  Act  for  vesting  the  several 
Estates  granted  by  the  Right  Honourable  Richard  late  Earl  of  Ranelagh,  for  the  erecting 
and  supporting  Two  Charity  Schools  at  the  Town  of  Athlone,  and  Two  Charity  Schools 
in  the  Town  of  Roscommon,  in  the  Incorporated  Society  in  Dublin,  for  promoting  English 
Protestant  Schools  in  Ireland,  and  for  other  purposes  mentioned  therein,”  the  property 
comprised  in  the  deed  of  1708,  including  the  customs,  &c.  belonging  to  the  castle  of  Athlone, 
was  vested  in  the  society  for  the  purposes  in  the  Act  specified. 

There  is  a school  supported  by  a grant  of  £20  a-year  from  the  Handcock  family,  where 
there  are  eight  or  nine  boys,  who  pay  for  their  education. 

There  are  four  or  five  other  schools  supported  by  voluntary  contributions,  aided  by  grants 
from  the  Education  Board  and  Kildare-Place  Society. 

There  are  two  dispensaries,  one  at  each  side  of  the  river,  supported  by  subscriptions  and 
grand  jury  presentments  in  the.  usual  way. 

A sum  of  £30  a-year  is  paid  out  of  the  lands  of  Aughkeeran  for  the  poor  of  the  town. 

The  sum  of  £8  Irish  a-year,  paid  to  the  churchwardens,  and  called  the  Dodwell  Grant,  is 
distributed  to  a number  of  poor  women,  and  a sum  of  £13  a-year  paid  by  a Mr.  Evans,  of 
Dublin,  to  the  rector,  is  divided  amongst  old  men. 

15.  I could  not  discover  that  any  Fines  have  been  imposed  by  the  corporation  upon  its 
own  members,  but  complaints  were  made  of  the  extent  to  which  fines  had  been  inflicted  upon 
the  inhabitants  of  the.  district. 

From  the  year  1816  to  about  the  year  1826,  the  same  person  was  either  sovereign  or 
vice-sovereign,  and  acted  continuously.  He  appointed  five  town- constables.  It  was  stated 
that  these  men  were  principally  requited  for  their  services  by  the  seizure  of  cattle  found  on 
the  public  ways  within  the  borough,  for  the  purpose  of  fining  the  owners  and  obtaining  a 
moiety  of  the  penalty  under  the  Road  Acts. 

A book  of  fines,  commencing  with  June  1824  and  ending  with  June  1828,  was  produced  by  Mr. 
Handcock;  and  from  this  hook,  connected  with  parol  testimony,  it  appeared  that,  the  constables 
were  in  the  habit  of  seizing  all  cattle  found  upon  the  highways,  and  that  the  owner  of  the  cattle 
was  fined  at  the  rate  of  5s.  a-head  for  each  beast.  Numerous  cases  were  also  instanced  in 
which  the  owner  of  the  cattle  compromised  with  the  constables  for  2s.  6 d.  a-head  ; the  con- 
stable thus  obtaining  for  himself  his  moiety  of  the  penalty  as  informer,  and  the  owner  of  the 
cattle  escaping  the  payment  of  the  other  moiety,  which  should  go  to  the.  churchwardens  for  the 
use  of  the  poor,  in  the  event  of  a conviction.  It  further  appeared  that  the  acting  sovereign 
was  frequently  apprized  of  such  compromises  and  did  not  interfere  to  prevent  them.  It  was 
stated  that  fines  were  constantly  imposed  without  any  examination  on  oath,  and  that  the 
constables  had  themselves,  in  many  instances,  driven,  or  procured  to  be  driven,  cattle  out  of 
the  enclosures,  upon  the  roads,  for  the  purpose  of  subjecting  the  owners  to  fines,  or  of  extorting 
money  from  them  by  way  of  compromise. 

It  appeared  by  the  book  of  fines  that  the  receipts  of  one  of  the  constables,  as  his  moiety  of 
jmes  inflicted  in  a single  day,  amounted  to  a sum  of  30s.,  in  which,  of  course,  was  not  included 

e amount  of  compromises  effected  in  the  manner  above  described. 

1 was  unable  to  ascertain  the  gross  amount  of  fines  in  any  year,  but  they  must  have  been 

considerable.  6 


After  a demand  by  a churchwarden  of  the  parish  of  St.  Mary’s,  on  the  Westmeath  side  of 
“e„t0^in  1825,  the  sovereign  was  in  the  habit  of  sending  weekly  to  the  vestry-room  the 


anwmnt  of  a moiety  of  the  fines  inflicted  in  that  parish ; hut  it  was  insisted  that  those  payments, 
.'■he  Payments  ma-de  to  the  clergyman,  fell  far  short  of  the  moiety  of  fines  actually  imposed 
»y  the  direction  of  the  sovereign. 

lh?  churchwarden  alluded  to  (Mr.  Robert  M.  Jamieson)  stated  that  he  acted  m that 


capacity  for  Mary’s  parish  during  the  years  1825,  1S26,  and  1827,  and  that  he  was  in 
ne  constant  habit  of  returning  to  the  persons  fined,  out  of  the  amount  sent  to  him  by  the 
sovereign,  such  fines  as  he  himself  considered  to  have  been  illegally  or  improperly  imposed. 

« appeared  to  me  that  this  system  of  fining,  which  prevailed  in  Athlone  for  so  many  years. 
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and,  indeed,  exists  to  the  present  time,  though  not  to  the  same  extent  as  heretofore,  operat  1 
’ a source  of  revenue  to  the  inferior  officers  of  the  corporation,  rather  than  as  a means  of  prev  t'^ 
obstructions  on  the  highways,  as  contemplated  by  the  Acts  under  which  the  penalties  are  impos«f 

16.  The  corporation  is  not  now  possessed  of  any  landed  property,  nor  did  it  appear  that  th 

ever  had  been  any  Lands  or  commons  belonging  to  it.  Many  witnesses  were  produced  to  n ^ 
that  certain  premises  in  the  town  formerly  belonged  to  the  corporation,  but.  their  end* 
rather  tended  to  establish  a title,  either  in  the  Crown  or  in  the  incorporated  society  and  d? 
title  of  the  latter  was  strongly  supported  by  ordnance  maps  and  books  produced  bv  Cant  •* 
Charles  Sehvyn,  of  the  Ordnance  department.  j P am 

The  market-house,  or  Tholsel,  is  claimed  by  Lord  Castlemain  as  his  private  property  It  • 
occupied  as  a guard-house  by  the  garrison.  For  five  or  six  years  Lord  Castlemain  received 
for  it  a rent  of  20  guineas  per  annum,  but  nothing  appears  to  be  paid  for  it  at  present  The 
quit-rent  of  it,  however,  has  been  paid  by  the  corporation,  as  appears  by  their  accounts. 

17.  The  Income  of  the  corporation  is  wholly  derived  from  cranage  and  a moiety  of  the  tolls 
and  customs.  For  the  last  two  years  the  cranage  and  their  tolls  have  been  let  by  the  corpo- 
ration at  a rent  of  £220  per  annum. 

18.  The  Markets  are  held  on  every  Thursday  and  Saturday,  the  charter  days,  and  the 
four  annual  Fairs  are  held  pursuant  to  the  grants  already  mentioned. 

19.  Tolls  and  Customs  are  charged  at  these  fairs  and  markets.  Formerly  pontage  toll 
was  taken  for  passing  the  bridge,  but  it  seems  to  have  been  abandoned  for  the  last  six  years 
The  charges  were  principally  on  cars,  cows,  and  sheep.  It  is  not  now  demanded.  Until 
the  year  1826,  a toll  in  kind  was  exacted  ofdlbs.  out  of  each  barrel  of  corn,  and  so  in  proportion 
upwards,  and  as  the  quantity  taken  was  not  weighed,  it  is  stated  to  have  frequently  exceeded 
the  proportion  claimed.  The  right  to  this  species  of  toll  was  the  subject  of  much  litigation  • 
and  in  the  month  of  June  1826,  Francis  Quigley,  whose  name  has  been  already  introduced 
into  this  Report,  commenced  an  action  of  trespass  against  Richard  Handcock,  junior,  and 
Patrick  Gill,  a toll  collector,  for  taking  toll  in  kind  of  oats;  and  the  defendants  having  omitted 
to  plead  to  his  declaration,  he  obtained  judgment  by  default,  and  on  a writ  of  inquiry  before 
the  sheriff  of  Roscommon,  in  the  month  of  August  1826,  obtained  damages  to  the  amount  of 
£100,  which  were  afterwards  remitted,  as  appears  by  the  agreement  of  16th  October  1826, 
of  which  mention  will  be  presently  made. 

It  has  been  already  shown  how  Lord  Ranelagh’s  moiety  of  the  tolls  and  customs  passed  to 
the  incorporated  society. 

From  1819  to  1826,  the  incorporated  society  and  the  corporation  set  their  respective 
moieties  to  the  same  tenant  at  a rent  of  £410  a-year  for  the  entire.  During  this  period  the 
crane  was  let  separately  at  a rent  of  about  £120  a-year.  In  1826,  the  collection  of  tolls  and 
customs  was  resisted,  and  the  society  did  not  think  fit  to  enforce  it,  and  have  not  since  taken 
any  steps  to  do  so,  nor  received  any.  thing  whatsoever  for  their  moiety.  On  the  other  hand, 
after  considerable  litigation,  an  agreement  was  entered  into  between  the  corporation  and 
several  of  the  inhabitants,  of  which  the  following  is  a transcript : 

*•  Richard  Handcock,  Esquire,  senior,  vice-sovereign  of  Atblone,  on  the  part  of  the 
corporation  of  Athlone,  and  the  several  other  executing  parties  hereto,  in  order  to  restore 
peace  and  good  order,  have  this  day  entered  into  the  following  Agreement,  which  is  to 
commence  and  take  effect  from  and  after  the  date  and  execution  hereof. 

“ Whereas  differences  have  arisen  between  certain  inhabitants  of  Athlone  and  the  neigh- 
bourhood thereof,  and  the  corporation  of  Athlone,  respecting  the  levying  the  tolls  of  various 
sorts  in  the  town  and  borough  of  Athlone  ; and  in  order  to  put,  an  end  to  such  differences,  the 
said  Richard  Handcock,  vice-sovereign,  as  aforesaid,  is  willing  to  accede  to  the  wishes  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Athlone  and  neighbourhood,  even  at  a sacrifice  of  a considerable  portion  of 
the  immemorial  tolls  and  customs  of  the  borough  and  its  liberties  ; the  parties  hereto  have 
therefore  agreed  to  act  upon  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  25th  of  May  last,  on  the 
subject,  of  tolls  and  customs,  and  the  said  Richard  Handcock,  senior,  in  pursuance  thereof, 
for  and  on  behalf  of  the  said  corporation,  and  as  to  their  moiety  of  the  tolls  and  customs  of 
the  said  town  of  Athlone,  agrees  to  accept,  in  lieu  and  share  of  the  toll  heretofore  taken  on 
corn  coming  into  the  town  of  Athlone  or  its  liberties,  the  sum  of  one  halfpenny  per  barrel, 
on  all  kinds  of  grain,  (wheat  excepted,  which  latter  shall  pay  one  penny  per  barrel,)  the 
same  to  be  paid  by  the  several  persons  parties  hereto,  to  whom  such  grain  shall  arrive,  or 
which  shall  be  weighed  at  their  private  cranes;  and  that  the  said  Richard  Handcock,  on  the 
part  and  behalf  of  the  said  corporation,  further  agrees  to  give  up  and  withdraw  the  charges 
for  toll,  custom,  or  pontage,  on  all  cars,  carts,  or  other  vehicles,  carrying  corn,  or  other  goods, 
into  or  through  Athlone,  and  upon  all  cattle  passing  into  and  through  the  said  liberties; 
excepting,  however,  aud  retaining  to  the  corporation  the  usual  and  legal  customs  arising 
from  the  four  annual  fairs  of  Athlone,  as  hitherto  received  and  taken,  and  the  custom  on 
stalls  and  stands  erected  in  the  town  of  Athlone,  at  the  said  fairs  and  the  markets,  as  hitherto 
had  and  taken;  and  the  said  Richard  Handcock,  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  said  corporation, 
retaining  to  and  for  their  use  the  public  cranes  in  said  town,  as  hitherto  kept  and  taken, 
and  with  which  it  is  admitted  the  inhabitants  have,  or  claim  to  have,  no  interest  or  concern. 

I he  said  Richard  Handcock,  vice-sovereign,  as  aforesaid,  agreeing  to  have  potatoes  weighed, 
without  fee  or  reward,  at  the  crane  in  the  market-place ; and  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
the  quantity  of  grain  delivered  at,  or  weighed  at,  the  private  cranes  of  the  parties  hereto,  the 
several  proprietors  thereof,  are  to  make  weekly  returns  to  said  Richard  Handcock,  or  those 
appointed  by  him,  and  his  successors,  of  all  grain  delivered,  and  weighed  at  their  respective 
s^fand  cranes ; and  said  Richard  Handcock,  or  those  appointed  by  him,  and  his  successors, 
shall  be  at  liberty  to  inspect  the  books  of  the  said  proprietors,  to  ascertain  the  correctness  of  the 
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returns,  if  he  or  they  shall  think  fit  so  to  do.  And  it  is  further  agreed,  by  and  between  the 
several  parties  hereto,  that  the  causes  of  Jameson  u.  Handcock,  and  Quigley  v.  same,  and  the 
causes  of  the  King  v.  Jameson,  and  Handcock  v.  same,  and  all  other  suits  and  actions,  either 
civil  or  criminal,  as  well  in  Westmeath  as  Roscommon,  that  have  been  had,  taken,  or 
instituted,  or  pending,  or  that  have  hitherto  arisen,  as  well  against  the  said  Richard  Handcock, 
senior  or  Richard  Handcock,  junior.  Esquires,  M.  P.,  as  by  the  said  Richard  Handcock, 
senior  and  junior,  and  the  said  corporation,  their  servants,  officers,  constables,  or  collectors, 
for  or  in  relation  to  any  act,  matter,  or  thing,  done  or  committed,  as  sovereign,  vice-sovereign^ 
or  otherwise,  shall  henceforth  cease,  determine,  and  be  discontinued,  each  party  abiding  tlieir 
own  costs;  and  the  said  Richard  Handcock,  junior,  doth  hereby  agree  that  the  'within 
undertaking  given  by  Edmond  O'Beirne,  the  attorney  of  said  Robert  Jameson,  for  the 
payment  of  the  costs  in  Handcock  v.  Jameson,  be  given  up  to  be  cancelled  ; and  that  said 
Edmond  be  discharged  from  the  payment  of  said  costs  ; and  that  the  said  Robert  Jameson 
and  Francis  Quigley  shall  release  the  actions  brought,  and  findings  had  by  them,  and  sign 
a discontinuance  and  release  of  their  said  actions  and  suits ; and  that  all  informations  and 
indictments  against  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  for  any  matter  or  thing  relating,  to 
said  tolls  and  customs,  or  the  collection  or  obstruction  thereof,  shall  also  cease,  and  be 
discontinued,  either  for  alleged  riot  or  otherwise.  And  it  is  hereby  agreed,  and  perfectly 
understood,  that  this  agreement  is  entered  into  by  the  said  Richard  Handcock,  Esq.,  senior 
and  junior,  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  said  corporation,  solely  as  to  their  moiety,  and  entirely 
unconnected  with  the  moiety  claimed  by  the  incorporated  society,  and  independently  thereof: 
prodded,  however,  and  it  is  hereby  agreed  by  and  between  the  parties  hereto,  and  the  true 
intent  and  meaning  of  the  said  parties  is,  that  in  case  this  agreement  relating  to  the  charge 
or  sum  to  be  paid  by  the  contracting  parties,  inhabitants  of  Athlone  and  its  neighbourhood, 
for  the  weighing  of  corn  at  private  cranes,  in  lieu  of  the  tolls,  as  is  hereinbefore  mentioned, 
shall  be  broken  off,  departed  from,  or  not  carried  into  due  effect  by  the  said  contracting 
parties,  inhabitants  of  Athlone  and  its  neighbourhood,  that  then  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  affect  or  prejudice,  or  be  construed  to  affect  or  prejudice  the  rights  of  the  said  Richard 
Handcock,  or  the  sovereign  and  body  corporate  of  the  borough  of  Athlone,  to  the  tolls  and 
customs  heretofore  had,  taken,  and  received,  by  them,  or  for  their  use  ; but  that  said  sovereign 
and  body  corporate,  and  their  rights  and  privileges,  shall  stand,  and  be  in  the  same  plight 
and  condition  with  respect  to  the  aforesaid  tolls  and  customs  as  they  were  before  the  date*  of 
this  agreement,  and  as  fully  as  if  the  same  were  not  executed.  And,  lastly,  it  is  agreed  that 
a deed  be  prepared  and  approved  of  by  George  French  and  Robert  Holmes,  Esquires, 
banisters  at  law,  to  carry  the  foregoing  agreement  into  execution,  and  the  parties  hereto  agree 
to  execute  such  deed,  when  the  same  shall  be  prepared  and  presented  to  them.  In  witness 
whereof  the  said  Richard  Handcock,  senior,  and  the  said  Richard  Handcock,  junior,  the 
several  other  parties  contracting  and  agreeing  hereto,  set  their  hands  this  16th  dav  of 
October  1826.”  b b 3 

This  agreement  appears  to  be  signed  by  1 1 of  the  inhabitants,  and  by  tlie  Messrs.  Handcock, 
senior  and  junior;  and  the  following  Order  was  entered  upon  it  in  the  corporation  book  : 
tt  _ “ Borough  of  Athlone,  June  25  1827,  (24th  being  Sunday.) 

Ordered,  That  an  agreement  entered  into  between  Richard  Handcock,  senior.  Esq., 
e vice-sovereign,  on  the  part  of  the  corporation  of  Athlone,  and  several  other  executing 
pa  ies,  dated  the  16th  day  of  October  1826,  a copy  of  which  is  annexed  hereto,  be,  and  is 
hereby  approved  and  confirmed. 

" W.  Cooke,  Vice- Sovereign.” 

..  Par,ts  °f  this  agreement  were  executed,  one  was  kept  by  the  Messrs.  Handcock,  and 
, e 0 ^cr  handed  to  Mr.  O’Beirne,  the  attorney  on  behalf  of  the  inhabitants.  No  deed  has 
u en  PrePare(l  to  carry  the  above  agreement  into  execution,  but  the  agreement  itself  is  acted 
P™'  “ was  not  stated  that  either  of  thp  Messrs.  Handcock  had  received  any  previous 
“press  authority  from  the  corporation  to  enter  into  the  agreement  on  their  behalf. 

ParV^tr  lj8*  tW0  years  the  Customs  and  Cranage  have  been  let  by  the  corporation  to 
Octoh  ufif  a Person  who  appeared  to  be  favoured  by  the  corporation.  The  Letting,  in 
vear  T was,  PuLlie,  and  Kelly  being  the  highest  bidder,  was  declared  tenant  for  one 
advert’  V6nt  The  last  letting  was  on  the  10th  of  October  1832.  It  was  publicly 

repairT*  \ i P^ce  at  1^  o’clock  at  noon,  but  several  of  the  inhabitants  declared  that  on 
and  th"^  ° aPP°'"^ecl  place  at  that  hour,  they  were  informed  that  the  letting  was  over ; 
hi0L  ^ ®eemcd  to  think  that  this  was  contrived  to  prevent  fair  competition,  by  which  a 
rent  couki  have  been  procured. 

not  sold  aCt  -rf  s"  eai?no  Persons  frequenting  the  market  as  to  whether  they  have,  or  have 
of  ]ate  ,a  V 3 . prevails  here ; formerly  the  oath  was  administered  by  the  toll  collectors,  but 
“hectors^  -.f  „vlce'soverelg11  at  his  office.  Patrick  Kelly  admitted  that  he  supplied  his 
ibr  toll  o i h “ Wo°d-en  books”  for  the  purpose.  Great  impositions  are  practised  in  the  charges 

^ and  cranage  in  this  market. 

Pursuant  + scP1edules  of  the  charges  for  custom  or  cranage,  exposed  to  public  view, 
legal  to  b ° -j  provisions  of  the  Act  of  57  Geo.  III.  c.  108;  but  a list  of  “ the  charges 
heretofore  ^ p w^n  the  borough,  in  lieu  of  that  moiety  of  the  tolls,  customs,  and  pontage,” 
in  the  foUowhj  6 fted  ^ tke  corPorati°n>  an(i  bearing  date  the  16th  October  1826,  was  printed 


Fo  ®. 

r every  covered  standing  in  the  streets  each  market  day  - 1 

p every  uncovered  ditto  - 0 £ 

or  every  sack  of  corn  weighed  at  the  public  crane,  not  exceeding 
one  barrel  - . . 1 


WESTMEATH 
4 AND 

ROSCOMMON. 


ATHLONE. 


Order  upon. 


Lettings  of  Tolls. 


Schedule  now  in 
use. 
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d. 

For  every  sack  exceeding  one  barrel  - - - ...  2 

For  every  barrel  of  oats,  or  other  grain,  weighed  at  private  cranes 

(wheat  excepted) Oj 

For  every  barrel  of  wheat  weighed  at  private  cranes  i" 

For  every  bag  of  wool  not  exceeding  1 cwt.,  id. ; exceeding  - - 1 

For  every  cow,  heifer,  or  bullock,  weighed  at  the  meat  market  crane  4 

For  every  veal  calf 2 

For  every  sheep  - 1 

For  every  lamb 01 

For  every  pig  - --3 

For  every  flitch  of  bacon --1 

For  every  hide ••---()£ 

For  every  cask  of  butter  under  I cwt.  -----  Oi 

For  every  ditto  exceeding  1 cwt.  ------  1 

There  is  no  charge  for  weighing  potatoes. 

And  at  the  four  annual  fairs  in  January,  March,  May,  and  September : 

For  every  covered  standing,  each  day 3 

For  every  uncovered  ditto,  each  day 2 

For  every  cow,  heifer,  or  bullock,  sold 2$ 

For  every  sheep  - --  --  --  --  0| 

For  every  pig  ---------  0| 

For  the  purpose  of  snowing  the  difference  between  the  tolls  now  taken,  and  those  formerly 
demanded,  we  have  procured,  and  send  with  this  Report,  a copy  of  the  Schedule  accordingto 
which  tolls  were  collected  up  to  the  middle  of  October  1826. 

20.  It  has  been  already  observed,  that  the  income  of  the  corporation  arises  entirely  from 
cranage  and  tolls,  and,  accordingly,  in  a Return  made  by  the  body  on  the  20th  of  June  1833, 
under  an  order  of  the  House  of  Commons,  dated  6th  June,  in  the  same  year,  requiring 
“ A Return  of  the  total  amount  of  property,  estate,  or  monies,  vested  in  or  at  the  disposal  of 
the  corporation  of  Athlone,  by  royal  grant,  charter,  custom,  or  prescription ; — and  also  an 
account  of  all  monies  received  by  "the  said  corporation  since  1800,  by  right  or  claim  of  any 
toll,  custom,  duty,  pontage,  murage,  or  any  like  demand,  levied  in  the  said  town ; with  the 
appropriation  of  the  same;”  they  returned  that  they  had  no  property,  estate,  or  monies,  and 
their  Return  consisted  of  an  account  of  the  receipts  of  toll,  &c.  from  10th  of  October  1861  to 
1832,  and  of  the  expenditure  of  the  same,  and  it.  runs  as  follows : 


Total  Amount  of  all  Monies  | 

received  by  the  said  Corpo- 

ration  since 

1804,  by  right 

Yeats. 

or  claim  of  any  Toll,  Cus- 
tom Duty,  Pontage,  Mu- 

Expenditure 

of  same. 

like 

demand, 

levied  in  the  said  Town.  j 

From  10th  October  1804) 
to  10th  October  1805] 

£. 

325 

S. 

0 

d. 

0 

£• 

226 

s. 

19 

d. 

n 

1806 

325 

0 

0 

294 

13 

101 

1807 

325 

0 

0 

272 

15 

91 

1808 

305 

0 

0 

3S8 

9 

0 

1809 

305 

0 

0 

377 

17 

11 

1810 

305 

0 

0 

296 

12 

111 

1811 

305 

0 

0 

289 

12 

8} 

1812 

305 

0 

0 

450 

6 

Si 

1813 

380 

0 

0 

391 

13 

10 

1814 

380 

0 

0 

309 

17 

61 

1815 

380 

0 

0 

374 

0 

11 

1816 

380 

0 

0 

376 

15 

6 

1817 

380 

0 

0 

283 

11 

5k 

And  to  10th  April  1819 

570 

0 

0 

658 

2 

8 

'To  10th  October  1819 

190 

0 

0 

173 

0 

81 

1820 

339 

2 

0 

335 

5 

51 

1821 

350 

0 

0 

285 

9 

5 

1822 

350 

0 

0 

333 

10 

0 

1823 

332 

0 

0 

307 

8 

51 

1824 

357 

14 

2 i 

332 

17 

1 

1825 

360 

2 

5 

341 

1 

1826 

291 

19 

1 

363 

14 

1827 

266 

0 

0 

262 

6 

1828 

115  13 

5k 

119 

7 

51 

1829 

200 

0 

0 

200 

0 

1830 

200 

0 

0 

200 

0 

0 

1831 

185 

17 

7 

236 

2 

61 

1832 

220 

0 

0 

220 

0 

8,728 

8 

9 

£8,801 

11 

6 

Overpaid  by  sovereign 

73 

2 

9 

| £8,801 

11 

6 
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The  disbursements  consisted  of  payments  of  salaries  to  the  municipal  officers,  money 


expended  in  repairs  of  the  streets  and  bridge,  and  incidental  expenses. 


The  salaries  of  the  officers  amount  together  to  £142  a-year,  and  up  to  last  year  a sum  of 
bout  £50  was  annually  laid  out  on  the  streets  and  in  the  improvement  of  the  town,  and  £8 
a ar  are  paid  for  keeping  the  town-clock  in  repair.  For  the  year  commencing  the  10th  of 
October  1824,  and  ending  the  10th  of  October  1825,  being  the  last  but  one  before  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  tolls  by  the  agreement  of  the  16th  October  1826,  the  account  is  as  follows: 


The  Sovereign,  Dr-  £■  *•  «. 

To  balance  due  by  the  sovereign,'!  30  15  i0 
at  foot  of  last  year’s  account  J 
One  year's  rent  of  the  coral  140  q q 
and  wool  cranes  . . ■ ) 

The  produce  of  the  tolls  and] 

customs,  collected  by  Timo-  <•  220  2 5 
£390  IS  3 


thy  Flynn 


Contra,  Cr. 

By  sundry  postages,  on  corporation  business,  from  prisoners  1 
gaols,  and  magistrates  of  towns  . . . ■ . . f 


Cash,  paid  Messrs.  Thomas  Brunker  and  William' 
Deane,  for  furnishing  materials,  and  filtiuj 
the  tholsel,  with  guard  bed. 


guard-house  i 
racks,  &c.  &c. 

Ditto,  paid  for  ammunition  and  shoulder  belts,  fori 
four  constables,  and  ink-stand  for  tholsel  office,  hand-  > 
cuffs,  &c.  and  sundry  small  articles,  as  per  vouchers.  1 
Ditto,  piad  George  Birchell,  for  a hasp  aud  iron  bar  to  1 

secure  North  Gate J 

Ditto,  paid  Thomas  Brunker,  for  removing  an  old  house, i 
adjudged  as  a nuisance,  by  a jury,  at  Mackay’s  > 
corner  of  the  bridge 

Ditto,  paid  Edward  Donnelly,  for  altering  the  chimney! 

top  in  tholsel  office J 

Ditto,  paid  for  an  almanack  for  the  tholsel  office  . 

Ditto,  as  a subscription  to  support  watchmen  for  three!  •, 

months J J 

Ditto,  paid  Bernard  Daly,  for  constables’  clothing,  and!  i 

to  Peter  Keongh,  for  making  same J " 

Ditto,  paid  Mr.  William  Kidd,  for  advertising  the-] 
postponement  of  Athlone  Fair,  in  May  1823,  and  I 
omitted  to  be  included  in  former  entry,  with  postage  [ 

of  same . . .J 

Ditto,  paid  Thomas  Fenaughty,  for  making  a gullet  at! 

North  Gate,  with  iron  grate  for  same  . . . . J 
Fees,  paid  at  the  council  office,  for  the  Lord  Lieu-1 
tenant’s  approbation  for  appointing  Joseph  Sproule,  > 
bailiff,  in  the  room  of  Thomas  Gray,  deceased  . .] 

Ditto,  paid  at  ditto,  for  ditto,  for  sovereign  and  bailiffs,  { 

for  this  year J 

Cash,  paid  for  two  years  quit-rent,  for  the  market-house  1 
of  Athlone,  &c.  to  Michaelmas  1824  . ...  I 

Ditto,  paid  the  Rev.  Dr.  M'Govern,  fox  repairing  the! 
road  to  the  abbey,  and  building  a wall  to  exclude?  1 


Ditto,  paid  for  24  barrels  of  lime,  for  the  use  of  the! 
poor,  for  whitewashing,  to  check  the  progress  of  the  > 

typhus  fever 

Ditto,  paid  for  14  years  rent  of  a toll-house 
Ditto,  paid  William  Kent,  mason,  for  arching  and! 

forming  a well,  for  the  use  of  the  public,  at  North  >15  0 

Gate ) 

Ditto,  paid  Thomas  Brunker,  for  repairing  the  bridge  1 g jg  gi 

of  Athlone,  on  the  Westmeath  side I 

Ditto,  paid  for  weights  for  the  shambles 

The  sovereign’s  salary 

The  bailiffs’ salary,  Joseph  Sproule  and  John  Long-!  jg  4 o 

worth 1 

The  recorder’s  ditto,  George  French,  Esq.  . . . 10  I)  0 

Deputy  recorder,  and  town  clerk's  salary,  Isaac  Corne-1  ^g  g g 

bus • J 

The  sovereign’s  allowance,  for  his  expeases  attending! 

the  four  assizes,  at  Roscommon  and  Mullingar,  on  V 22  15  0 

sundry  prosecutions _ • • J 

The  salary  of  four  constables,  James  aud  Wm. Rickey,)  40  0 0 

Arthur  Lynden  and  Wm.  Loughrey J 

Salary  to  Timothy  Flynn  and  Daniel  Flynn,  billet!  u 7 6 

masters  

Cash,  paid  J.  Loughery,  his  contract  for  repairing  the  1 20  0 0 

streets  of  Athlone,  on  Westmeath  side  . . . •/ 

Two  years’  salary  to  Peter  Coyle,  as  sworn  butcher,  tol 
attend  the  sovereign  one  year,  omitted  to  be  charged  > 
in  last  year’s  accounts  . ■ • • _•  • • J 

Ditto  to  John  Fumblty,  his  contract  for  repairing  thel 
constables’  arms  and  accoutrements  in  repair  asj> 
above 


weights  and  scales  at  the  public  crane  in  repair 
Subsistence  of  prisoners,  in  the  town  gaol  for  this  y ear . 1 

Cash,  paid  for  a screen  for  the  tholsel  office  window  . O 
Ditto,  paid  Michael  Fleming,  pavior,  for  repairing  1 4 

Keogh’s-lane,  leading  to  the  river,  per  agreement  . f 
One  year’s  salary  to  John  Goode,  for  the  regulation  of)  g 

the  town-clock ' 1 . , ' , 

Ditto,  ditto  to  E.  Donnelly,  for  keeping  the  roof  of  the  1 T 


s.  d. 

19  5£ 


! 10  7 
I 13  4 
) 10  3 


i 8 0 
i 15  11 


1 17  0J 
l 0 0 
1 0 0 
) 14  4 


market-house  in  repair 
One  year’s  subscription  to  the  Athlone  Dispensary  . 
Balance  in  the  sovereign’s  hands,  with  which  he  is  to 

debit  himself  m next  year’s  accounts  • • • • 


We  were  unable  to  procure  copies  of  the  accounts,  intermediate  between  that  account  and 
toe  following,  which  is  the  account  for  the  year  ending  29th  September  1832 : 


WESTMEATH 

AND 

ROSCOMMON. 


ATHLONE. 
Account  from 
10th  October  1S24 
to  10th  October 
1825. 
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Streets  and  Bridge. 
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Patronage. 
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Receipts : 

Amount  of  one  year’s  rent  for  customs  and  cranage 
Disbursements  : 

Sovereign’s  salary  for  one  year  ... 

Town  clerk’s  ditto  - 

Town  constable’s  ditto  and  clothing 

Street  repairs  - 

Billet  master’s  salary  - 

Repairs  of  clock  ------ 

Council  fees  for  Lord  Lieutenant’s  approbation  of 

officers  

Quit-rent  for  tholsel 

Balance  ------- 


£•  s.  d, 

220  0 0 


100  0 0 
20  0 0 
19  10  0 
50  0 0 
10  0 0 
8 0 0 

1 16  11 
0 7 7 
10  5 6 


£220  0 0 


The  disbursements  did  not  appear  to  have  been  authorized  by  the  corporation  at  large  o 
common  council;  and  the  accounts  have  been  generally  passed  and  certified  by  the  council 
on  the  sole  responsibility  of  the  sovereign,  and  without  investigation. 

It  did  not  appear  that  any  sum  whatever  had  been  laid  out  on  the  streets  or  the 
within  the  last  year  (1832,  1833.)  0 

The  Streets  are  not  now  either  cleansed  or  kept  in  repair,  and  the  state  of  the  Bridge  is  ex- 
ceedingly dangerous.  Connecting  the  provinces  of  Leinster  and  Connaught,  this  bridge  is  a 
great  thoroughfare,  so  much  so  that  on  a market  day  persons  are  frequently  occupied  an  hour 
in  passing  it.  It  is  very  narrow  and  incommodious,  and  is  in  a most  dilapidated  state 
According  to  the  charter,  a moiety  of  the  bridge  on  the  Leinster  side  should  be  kept  in  repair  bv 
the  corporation.  r J 


Lord  Castlemain,  sometime  since,  procured  new  Weights  and  Measures  for  the  town  at  an 
expense  of  £100  out  of  his  own  funds.  The  present  vice-sovereign,  although  he  has  been  in 
office  since  August  1832,  has  never  interfered  in  the  regulation  of  the  weights  and  measures. 

^ 21.  There  is  no  Patronage,  ecclesiastical  or  other,  exercised  by  or  belonging  to  the  corpora- 


Acts  of  Parliament. 


Statistical 

Details. 


General 

Remarks. 


22.  The  only  local  Act  of  Parliament  relating 
already  mentioned. 


to  Athlone,  is  the  Act  33  Geo.  II. 


1, 


23.  The  town  of  Athlone  extends  into  the  parishes  of  St.  Mary,  barony  of  Brawney,  in  the 
county  of  Westmeath,  on  the  Leinster  side;  and  into  the  parishes  of  Kiltoom  and  St.  Peter, 
in  the  barony  of  Athlone  and  county  of  Roscommon,  on  the  Connaught  side. 

In  the  Population  Returns  of  1821,  the  borough  is  stated  to  contain  7543  inhabitants;  in 
those  of  1831,  11,406,  of  whom  5699  were  resident  on  the  Leinster  side,  and  5707  on  the 
Connaught  side. 

The  occupations  in  the  latter  returns  were  : 

Families  chiefly  employed  in  agriculture  - - - 556 

Ditto  in  trade,  manufactures,  and  handicraft  - - 716 

All  other  families  not  comprised  in  the  two  preceding  classes  822 
Occupiers  employing  labourers  - - . - 10 

Ditto  not  employing  labourers  - 282 

Labourers  employed  in  agriculture  - - - - 391 

Ditto  employed  in  retail  trade  or  in  handicraft  as  masters 

or  workmen 915 

Capitalists,  &c.  - - _ . . _ 151 

Labourers  employed  in  labour  not  agricultural  - - 255 

Houses  inhabited 1764 

Ditto  uninhabited  68 

Ditto  building  21 


-4.  The  town  of  Athlone  is  situate  very  nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  island,  and  possesses 
great  advantages  of  water-communication  for  an  inland  town.  Its  trade  is,  however,  by  no 
means  considerable,  and  it  is  without  any  extensive  manufactories.  The  Shannon  is  naviga- 
ble both  above  and  below  the  town,  and  a communication  by  steam-boat  between  Athlone  and 
limerick  has  been  recently  established,  which  will  probably  result  to  the  benefit  of  this  town. 

1°  the  prosperity  of  Athlone  the  corporation  have  at  no  time  contributed,  nor  is  it  likely 
that,  as  at  present  constituted,  they  ever  will.  The  strongest  feeling  of  hostility  exists  between 
the  inhabitants  and  its  members ; the  former  complain  that  the  revenues  of  the  corporation 
Have  been,  and  still  are  applied,  contrary  to  the  express  provisions  of  the  charter,  to  the  pay- 
ment ot  municipal  oflicers,  who  render  no  services  to  the  community,  and  they  exclaim  against 
the  selections  for  corporate  offices,  and  particularly  of  the  appointment  of  the  present  vice- 
sovereign,  who  appears  ill  suited  for  the  government  of  an  important  place. 

I he  consequences  resulting  from  such  a state  of  things  are  a distrust  in  the  administration 
ot  justice,  and.  a spirit  of  resistance  to  constituted  authority.  The  corporation  will  not  be 
C aflr  as  ai}  instrument  of  local  government  until  its  officers  are  popularly  chosen. 

Although  its  municipal  regulations  are  deplorably  bad,  and  tend  very  much  to  impede  its 
^-cemen  , his  town  is  certainly  improving.  It  now  returns  one  Member  to  Parliament, 
p or  0 he  passing  of  the  Reform  Act,  the  number  of  electors,  according  to  the  Parlia- 
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mentarv  Returns  of  1829  and  1830,  were  71 ; and  at  the  last  election  its  registered  voters 
amounted  to  243,  86  of  whom  were  resident  freemen,  the  rest  £10  householders.  Since  that 
riod.  the  number  of  registered  householders  has  greatly  increased.  From  these  electors,  and 
other  respectable  inhabitants,  might  be  supplied  a class  of  persons  in  every  way  qualified  to 
reflate  the  affairs  of  the  borough,  and  a moderate  toll  and  custom  would  afford  a sufficient 
avenue  for  all  municipal  purposes. 

We  have  sent  with  this  Report  copies  of  the  following  Documents : 

1.  The  Charter  of  James  I. 

2.  Schedule  of  Tolls,  dated  10th  October  1800. 

3.  Printed  Return  to  the  House  of  Commons,  dated  20th  June  1833. 

HENRY  BALDWIN. 

Inquiry  held  the  26th,  27th,  and  2Sth  of  September  1834,  by  John  Colhoun  aud 
Henry  Baldwin. 


if.  C.  I 


•2  M 


WESTMEATH 

AND 

ROSCOMMON. 


ATHLONE. 


Documents  sent. 
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BOROUGH  OF  ATHY. 


1.  THE  Limits  of  the  Borough  of  Athy  extend  by  charter  "half  a mile  in  a direct  line,  on 
every  side,  from  a castle  in  the  town,  called  ‘The  White  Castle,5  55  and  such  have  been,  in  fact, 
the  limits,  although  no  defined  boundaries  exist  to  mark  them.  These  limits  include  the 
entire  town  and  a small  surrounding  district,  and  comprise  all  that  is  peculiarly  connected 
with  the  town,  and,  if  properly  defined,  appear  to  be  those  which  should  regulate  the  municipal 
jurisdiction. 

2.  The  borough  was  incorporated  by  a Charter,  dated  10th  May,  11  James  I.,  enrolled  in 
Chancery.  (Rot.  Pat.  11  Jac.  I.  p.  3,  m.  33,  d.)  This  charter  prescribes  the  mode  of  election 
of  the  sovereign,  bailiffs,  burgesses,  and  freemen,  appoints  the  sovereign  to  be  a justice  of  the 
peace  within  the  borough,  enables  him,  with  the  approbation  of  a majority  of  the  burgesses,  to 
appoint  a deputy,  and  constitutes  him  or  his  deputy,  escheator,  coroner,  clerk  of  the  market, 
and  master  of  the  assay. 

A charter  was  subsequently  granted,  dated  4th  July,  4 James  II.,  enrolled  in  Chancery, 
(Rot.  Pat.  4 J ac.  II.,  p.  4,  m.  28,)  but  it  was  founded  on  a supposed  forfeiture  by  a judgment 
of  the  Exchequer,  and  has  not  been  acted  upon,  at  least  within  the  memory  of  any  Jiving 
person,  and  the  former  is  the  governing  charter. 

King  Charles  II.  by  Letters  Patent,  dated  the  28th  November,  in  the  twenty-second  year 
of  his  reign,  and  enrolled  in  Chancery,  (Rot.  Pat.  23  Car.  II.  p.  3.  m.  31.  d,l  granted  to  the 
sovereign,  bailiffs,  and  burgesses  of  Athy  the  power  of  holding  two  annual  fairs  on  the  29th 
May  and  30th  November,  and  of  taking  toll  and  custom  at  such  fairs,  reserving  a quit-rent 
of  10s.  per  annum  to  the  Crown. 

A patent  also  appears  on  the  roll  of  the  30  Geo.  II.,  (p.  2.  m.  4.  d,)  which  bears  date  the 
17th  August,  30  Geo.  II.,  and  grants  to  the  sovereign,  bailiffs,  free  burgesses,  and 
commonalty  of  Athy  the  power  of  holding  two  additional  fairs  annually,  namely,  on  the 
25th  April  and  25th  July,  and  of  taking  tolls  and  customs  thereat,  and  reserves  a rent  of 
6s.  8 d.  a-year. 

3.  By  the  charter  of  James  I.  the  corporation  is  entitled,  “ The  Sovereign,  Bailiffs,  Free 
Burgesses,  and  Commonalty  of  the  Borough  of  Athy.” 

4.  And  it  consists  of  those  four  Classes. 

5.  The  Officers  of  the  corporation  are. 

One  Sovereign. 

Two  Bailiffs. 

Twelve  Burgesses. 

One  Recorder. 

Three  Serjeants  at  Mace. 

One  Town  Clerk  and  Billet  Master. 

One  Treasurer. 

One  Bellman. 

One  Weighmaster. 

One  Inspector  of  Coals  and  Culm. 

The  Sovereign  is  elected  annually  on  every  24th  day  of  June,  by  the  sovereign  in  office,  the 
bailiffs  and  burgesses,  out  of  the  body  of  the  burgesses.  No  other  qualification  is  necessary. 
Three  electors  are  allowed  to  constitute  an  election,  and  in  practice  there  is  often  only  that 
number  present,  and  seldom  more  than  four  or  five,  although  the  charter  requires  that  the 
election  shall  be  made  by  the  major  part  of  the  sovereign,  bailiffs,  and  burgesses.  The  sove- 
reign  is  sworn  in,  and  commences  to  act  on  the  29th  of  September.  By  charter  he  may  ap- 
point a deputy,  and  he  commonly  does  so,  and  that  without  the  assent  of  the  majority  of  the 
burgesses,  as  required  by  charter.  The  deputy-sovereign  is  always  resident,  the  sovereign 
generally  not  so,  even  when  he  does  not  appoint  a deputy.  The  same  person  has  been  re- 
elected sovereign  for  two  successive  years,  but  not  oftener,  but  an  individual  has  been  deputy- 
sovereign  for  several  successive  years.  One  gentleman  performed  the  duties  of  the  office  for 
™ years,  being  sovereign  and  deputy  alternately. 

The  sovereign  is  a justice  of  the  peace  within  the  district,  and  acts  as  such  at  petty  and 
quarter  sessions,  and  performs  the  magisterial  duties  of  the  borough. 

He  is  escheator,  coroner,  and  clerk  of  the  market. 

He  presides  in  the  civil  court  of  the  borough. 

ne  deputy-sovereign,  who  must  be  a free  burgess,  performs  the  same  functions,  although 

privilege  of  acting  as  a justice  of  the  peace  is  not  conferred  on  him  by  charter* 
t 11  n°r  ^^4,  the  sovereign  received  no  Salary^  but  had  the  residue  of  the  produce  of  the 
I iso0?  customs>  after  paying  thereout  the  salaries  of  the  other  officers  of  the  corporation. 
*n.io24,the  Duke  of  Leinster  (who  is  the  patron  of  the  borough)  appointed  fixed  salaries  for 
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all  the  officers;  and  from  that  period  the  sovereign  has  received  £50  a year  out  of  the  fi>  ri 
of  the  corporation.  If  there  be  a deputy-sovereign  the  salary  is  divided,  the  deputy 
£30,  and  the  sovereign  the  residue.  3 0 lUno 

The  sovereign,  or  deputy,  has  also  some  fees  arising  from  his  duties  in  the  Borough  Court 
but  the  amount  is  inconsiderable.  ° urt> 

The  Bailiffs  are  elected  annually  on  every  24th  day  of  June,  by  the  sovereign,  bailiffs  ai  1 
burgesses,  from  the  body  of  the  freemen;  the  charter  directs  that  they  should  be  elected fr  ^ 
the  burgesses  or  freemen.  In  practice  it  is  required  that,  they  be  resident;  no  other  qualific*11 
tion  is  necessary.  They  serve  for  one  year  from  the  29th  of  September. 

The  sovereign  and  bailiffs  are,  in  fact,  nominated  by  the  Duke  of  Leinster.  The  latt 
perform  no  duties  at  present,  beyond  attending  the  meetings  of  the  corporation,  and  electing 
officers ; when  the  Borough  Court  sat  they  assisted  the  sovereign  in  it.  * = 

They  receive  a Salary  of  two  guineas  a year  each. 

Burgesses  are  elected  for  life,  by  a majority  of  the  sovereign,  bailiffs,  and  burgesses,  present 
out  of  the  body  of  the  freemen.  No  particular  number  of  electors  is  deemed  necessary  ta 
constitute  an  election ; although  the  charter  requires  that  the  election  be  made  by  the  major 
part,  there  are  seldom  more  than  four  or  five  present.  By  the  charter,  burgesses  should  be 
elected  “ out  of  the  better  and  more  respectable  of  the  inhabitants,”  but  this  qualification  as 
regards  residence,  having  been  dispensed  with  by  the  21  Geo.  II.  c.  10,  s.  8,  is  not  attended  to- 
no  qualification  is  now  held  to  be  necessary,  save  that  of  being  a freeman,  and  to  supply  this* 
persons  have  been  first  made  freemen  and  afterwards  burgesses  on  the  same  day. 

The  admissions  usually  take  place  at  meetings  specially  convened  for  the  purpose.  It  has 
happened  that  two  years  have  intervened  between  a vacancy  and  consequent  election,  although 
ihe  charter  directs  that  the  election  shall  take  place  in  seven  days  after  the  vacancy  occurs. 
The  corporation  wait  for  the  Duke  of  Leinster  to  nominate,  and  his  nominee  is  elected  without 
opposition. 

Of  the  present  burgesses,  only  one  resides  within  the  limits,  three  live  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  town,  and  the  rest  are  altogether  non-resident 
The  following  is  a list  of  the  present  burgesses,  (1833,)  with  the  dates  of  their  admissions: 


Henry  Hamilton,  Esq.,  admitted 
John  Hill,  Esq. 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Leinster 


1798 

1802 

1813 


The  Honourable  William  Charles  O’Brien  Fitzgerald  1S13 
The  Right  Honourable  Lord  Downes  - - 1815 

Edward  Butler,  Esq.  -----  1815 

Edward  Tickle,  Esq.,  Kind’s  Counsel  (Recorder)  1816 
The  Honourable  Francis  Charles  Stanhope  . - 1822 

John  Hamilton,  Esq.  -----  1S22 

John  Butler,  Esq.  (Sovereign)  - 1822 

The  Reverend  F.  S.  French  - 1826 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Thomas  Fitzgerald  - - 1831 

Burgesses  have  no  Functions  to  perform,  except  those  which  they  exercise  as  general  mem- 
bers of  the  corporation,  and  in  the  elections  above  mentioned. 

They  have  no  Salaries  nor  incidental  emoluments.  They  have  no  Privileges,  save  those  of 
being  eligible  t.o  the  office  of  sovereign,  and  being  exempt  from  tolls  and  customs. 

The  present  Recorder  is  a barrister.  He  was  nominated  by  the  Duke  of  Leinster,  and 
elected  for  life  by  the  burgesses,  and  not  by  the  corporation  at  large,  as  required  by  the 
charter.  The  former  recorder  was  not  a barrister,  nor  is  it  considered  essential  by  the 
corporation  that  the  office  should  be  filled  by  one,  although  the  charter  directs  that  lie  be  a 
man  “learned  in  the  laws.”  It  is  required  in  practice  that  the  recorder  he  a freeman; 
there  is  no  such  restriction  in  the  charter. 

The  Recorder,  who  is  non-resident,  has  no  Duties  to  perform,  save  that  of  advising  the 
corporation  when  called  on,  and  he  receives  no  Salary. 

The  three  Serjeants  at  Mace  are  appointed  by  the  sovereign  during  good  behaviour. 

The  charter  mentions  two  serjeants  at  mace,  and  vests  the  election  of  them,  and  of  all  other 
inferior  officers,  in  the  corporation  at  large. 

The  serjeants  execute  the  civil  process  of  the  Sovereign’s  Court,  and  warrants  of  the  sovereign. 
They  also  attend  to  the  regulation  of  the  markets,  and  for  this  purpose  a district  of  the  town 
is  allotted  to  each. 

They  receive  a Salary  of  two  guineas  a-year  each;  they  have  also  fees  on  summonses  from 
the  sovereign’s  court  for  claims  above  5s.  These  fees  amount  to  about  £5  in  the  year. 

The  offices  of  Town  Clerk  and  Billet  Master  are  filled  by  the  same  person.  He  was 
nominated  by  the  Duke  of  Leinster  to  both  situations,  and  elected  for  life  by  the  sovereign, 
bailiffs,  and  burgesses.  The  only  qualification  is  that  of  being  a freeman. 

The  Duties  of  the  Town  Clerk  are  to  attend  and  record  the  proceedings  at  meetings  of  the 
corporation ; ‘ 

To  keep  the  hooks,  records,,  and  seal ; 

n ,,,  ^ acte^..ef  clerk  of  the  pleas  of  tile  Borough  Court  as  long  as  it  subsisted. 

OftheBilletMaster.  The  Duties  of  the  Billet  Master  are  to  receive  and  sign  routes  for  soldiers  passing  tlrowt 
and  to  billet  them  in  the  town.  This  is  ail  office  of  difficulty  and  trouble  here,  and  the  puWC 
to  Its  being  impartially  executed  by  the  present  officer.  m. 

Salarf-  Sal“7  for  the  united  offices  of  town  clerk  and  billet  master  is  10  guineas  a year. 
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present  officer  lias  tile  chaise  of  the  public  pound,  which  produces  £3  a vear,  and  he  formerlv  ATHr- 

received  fees  in  the  Borough  Court  to  the  amount  of  £8  or  £9  a year.  ' ' 

The  Treasurer  is  appointed  by  the  Duke  of  Leinster.  He  receives  the  produce  of  the  tolls  Treasurer  low 
and  cranage,  pays  thereout  the  corporate  officers,  and  keeps  the  accounts  of  the  corporation  appointed 
He  receives  a Salary  of  £-0  a year.  This  is  a new  office,  and  is  not  mentioned  in  the  charter  Function3  and 

bvl\“  Sg”Sre”nd  InSrSCte  °f  C“,S  ”d  appointed  fgfw.*. 

The  Bellman  opens  the  market  every  day  at  12  o’clock ; his  salary  is  to  a vear  specter  “ Cofis 

The  Weighmaster  appears  to  have  performed  his  duties  to  the  s'atisMon  of  the  public  a"d  how 
He  receives  a salary  of  £20  per  annum.  1 appointed. 

The  Inspector  of  Coals  and  Oita  is  placed  in  the  market  to  prevent  frauds  by  the  vendors 
of  coal.  He  receives  a salary  of  £10  12s.  3d.  per  annum.  J 

6 Although  the  charter  provides  that  « all  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  and  as  many  and  Freemen 
such  other  persons  as  the  sovereign,  bailiffs,  and  burgesses  should  admit  into  the  liberty  of 
the  borough,  should  become  and  be  the  commonalty  of  said  borough,”  the  inhabitants 
generally  are  excluded  from  the  corporation;  and  this  provision  of  the  charter  has  been  con- 
strued as  not  conferring  a right  of  freedom  on  the  inhabitants,  but  limiting  this  class  to  such 
as  have  been  actually  admitted.  ° 

It  was  stated  that  an  inchoate  right  to  the  freedom  of  this  corporation  attached  to  birth 
servitude,  and  marriage;  but  no  instance  is  recollected  of  an  application  for  freedom  as  of 
right,  nor  could  I discover  any  entry  of  such  on  the  corporation  books.  In  recent  instances 
persons  have  been  admitted  to  their  freedom  by  the  sovereign  alone,  and  without  election 
There  are  at  present  15  freemen,  of  whom  9 are  resident  within  the  limits 

There  is  not,  and  has  not  been,  in  modern  times,  any  Roman  Catholic  a freeman,  except  Number  of 
Colonel  Fitzgerald  who  was  admitted  to  his  freedom  on  the  21st  of  June  1831,  and  elected  a 
burgess  on  the  24th  of  the  same  month. 

There  are  several  Roman  Catholics  resident  in  the  town  possessed  of  every  qualification 
which  could  recommend  them  to  their  freedom.  It  appears,  however,  that  during  the  last  10 
years  no  application  has  been  made  for  it.  In  practice,  as  already  stated,  the  power  of  ad- 
mission is  exercised  by  the  sovereign  alone,  and  without  reference  to  any  portion  of  the  corpo- 
ration; and  Mr.  Butler,  the  present  sovereign,  stated,  that  he  would  forthwith  admit  to  his 
freedom  any  respectable  person  who  would  apply  for  it. 

7.  There  are  no  Fees  payable  on  admission  to  freedom  or  election  to  any  office  in  tliis  Fees 
corporation.  J 

It  is  remarkable  that  Colonel  Fitzgerald  is  the  only  living  person  who  paid  the  stamp  duty  on 
ins  own  admission.  Prior  to  1829,  it  was  not  considered  necessary  by  the  corporation  that  the 
adnnssions  s.iould  be  upon  stamps.  When  the  error  was  discovered  the  corporation  procured 
tile  admissions  to  be.  stamped  in  the  book,  and  the  Duke  of  Leinster  paid  the  amount  of  the 
duty  and  penalty,  which  came  to  about  £80.  Colonel  Fitzgerald  is  the  only  person  who  has 
been  admitted  since.  J r 

Freemen  perform  no  Functions.  Functions. 

^ present  consist  in  their  eligibility  to  all  the  offices  of  the  corporation.  Privileges.  ] 
except  that  of  sovereign,  and  an  exemption  from  tolls  and  customs. 

S.  The  power  of  making  Bye-laws  is  assumed  by  the  sovereign,  bailiffs,  and  burgesses.  The  Bye-laws, 
c ar  er  confers  it  on  the  whole  body.  It  has  been  seldom  exercised  of  late  years.  The  most 
material  is  a bye-law,  or  rather  resolution  in  the  nature  of  a bye-law,  which  relinquishes  tolls 
na  customs  on  market  days,  adopts  the  schedule  under  which  tolls  have  since  been  collected 
tairs,  and  fixes  the  salaries  of  the  officers  ; it  hears  date  the  24th  September  1824. 

rt,?‘„The  G_ov*”«ng  Body  consists  of  the  sovereign,  bailiffs,  and  burgesses,  and  it  possesses  Governing  Body, 
tne  power  of  self-election. 

mi,  * fills  UP  the  mim^er  of  burgesses,  it  may  be  said,  without  any  qualification,  as  it 
a the  moment  supply  the  only  one,  by  first  electing  the  candidate  a freeman, 
n practice,  the  constitution  of  this  governing  body  is  perfectly  exclusive,  and  its  members  are 
immediate  friends  and  adherents  of  the  Duke  of  Leinster, 
i?'  ^ corporation  has  no  exclusive  Jurisdiction,  criminal  or  civil. 
at  fre  ,ls  no  mention  of  any  court  in  the  charter.  There  is  a Givil  court  held  on  the  first 
and  d ^ m every  moi}th,  at  which  the  sovereign  presides.  It  is  called  the  Sovereign’s  Court, 

« nat  entertain  claims  beyond  the  amount  of  40s.  late  Irish  currency.  It  did  not 
rp,  what  authority  this  jurisdiction  is  exercised, 
jurv  b""6  1S  1-°tOn  general,  a jury,  but  it  is  optional  with  either  party  to  call  for  one,  and  if  a 
in  this  re<luir.  ’ persons  who  happen  to  be  in  court  are  sworn  upon  it.  The  proceeding 
the  ser'C°U+rt  1S  ^ suram°ns,  for  which  6cZ.  is  paid  to  the  town  clerk,  with  6 d.  for  service  to 
decree^eaid  ^ mace’  ^ the  demand  exceeds  5s.,  and  nothing  if  it  he  below  that  sum.  Of  the 
is  no  exrir0n0UnCed,  ah°ut  one  m every  15  is  taken  out.  If  the  decree  be  not  taken  out,  there 
cpf.1  ,^LnSe  excePt  the  summons  and  service ; when  taken  out,  the  cost  is  at  tie  rate  of  £5  per 

^ n the  sum  mentioned  in  it. 

of  the  S,0vere‘oa  gives  the  decree  against  the.  goods  or  person  of  the  defendant,  at  the  option 
costs  0f  j”’  when  against  the  goods,  a sale  by  auction  takes  place  after  four  days.  The 
for  £i  decree  against  the  person  are  lower  than  against  the  goods.  Against  the  person, 

4*  717  s->  the  costs  amounted  to  2s.  6d. ; against  the  goods,  for  £1  7s.  6cL,  to  4s.:  and,  for 
^ "ffuwt  goods,  to  Is.  6c 1. 

at  which  l8  a (?01lr*:  caBed  the  Borough  Court,  for  recovery  of  sums  not  limited  in  amount;  Borough  Court 
, also>  the  sovereign  presided. 


Jurisdiction. 
Sovereign's  Court, 
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The  proceedings  were  grounded  on  an  affidavit  of  debt,  on  which  an  attachment  issued  for 
the  amount  alleged  to  be  due,  against  the  goods  or  person  of  the  defendant,  as  the  plaintiff 
desired.  Before  the  issuing  of  this  process,  the  plaintiff  was  always  required  to  give  bail  t0 
prosecute  his  suit,  and  the  defendant  to  abide  the  result ; pleadings  were  filed,  and  the  trial 
had  before  the  sovereign  and  a jury,  empannellcd  by  tile  town  clerk.  In  this  court  none 
but  professional  men  practised,  and  a duty  of  £20  was  payable  by  attorneys  to  the  stamp 
office  on  their  admission  to  it. 

There  has  been  no  suit  instituted  since  1827.  The  attorneys  who  practised  in  it  have 
died,  and  no  others  have  been  found  wiling  to  incur  the  expense  of  admission. 

The  costs  in  this  court  were  high,  amounting,  on  the  first  process,  to  the  sum  0f 
£1  3s.  4c l,  of  which  13s.  id.  went  to  the  town  clerk,  5s.  to  the  sovereign,  and  5s.  to  the 
serjeants  at  mace.  On  the  trial,  the  sovereign  received  13s.  Ad.,  the  town  clerk  6s.  8d.,  the 
officer  for  calling  the  jury  2s.  6 d.,  the  court  keeper  2s.  6 d.,  and  the  jury  12s.,  making  together, 
on  the  hearing,  £1  17s.  One  instance  was  mentioned  in  which  the  costs  of  the  plaintiff  alone 
amounted  to  upwards  of  £8.  The  costs  were  taxed  by  the  town  clerk. 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  revival  of  such  a court,  unlimited  in  amount  of  claim, 
before  an  unprofessional  person,  and  where  the  costs  were  so  heavy,  as  above  stated,  is  desired 
by  the  inhabitants  of  a district,  near  the  capital,  the  seat  of  the  superior  courts,  and  who 
have  the  Assistant  Barrister’s  Court  to  resort  to  for  the  recovery  of  small  demands. 

Athy  is  alternately,  with  Naas,  the  assize  town  for  the  county  of  Kildare.  The  summer 
Assizes  are  always  held  here. 

Quarter  Sessions  occur  twice  a year,  namely,  in  J anuary  and  June. 

Petty  Sessions  are  holden  every  Tuesday,  at  which  the  sovereign  sits  with  county  magistrates 
for  cases  arising  within  the  district. 

There  is  a court,  called  a Presenting  Court,  held  annually  in  the  month  of  October. 
To  this  court  about  50  of  the  most  respectable  inhabitants  are  summoned  by  the  town  clerk, 
from  whom  a grand  jury  of  23  is  selected  to  pass  presentments  for  the  ensuing  year.  The 
court  sits  for  a few  hours  only,  and  presents  for  the  repairs  of  the  bye-ways,  sewers,  and  public 
pumps,  the  amount  of  which  presentments  are  raised  from  the  inhabitants,  being  applotted 
annually  amongst  them  by  persons  appointed  by  this  grand  jury  for  the  purpose.  Copies 
of  the  warrants  for  the  collection  of  the  amount  of  the  presentment  of  1831,  are  annexed 
to  this  Report.  The  amount  raised  last  year  (1832)  was  £34  17.?.  6d. ; the  year  before, 
£27  15s.  6 d. ; but  for  the  four  years  prior  to  that  year,  the  assessments  amounted  altogether 
to  only  £23  2s.  The  reason  given  for  the  last  two  assessments  being  high  was,  that  during 
that,  period  all  the  bye-ways  of  the  town  had  been  put  into  repair.  This  work  cost,  in  addition 
to  the  sums  applotted,  about  £80,  which  was  raised  by  private  subscription. 

The  officers  of  the  corporation  were  unable  to  state  under  what  authority  the  presenting 
jury  acted  and  assessed  the  inhabitants.  The  assessments  do  not  appear  to  have  been  resisted, 
and  the  amounts  were  most  usefully  applied. 

A Market  Jury  is  selected  from  the  names  remaining  on  the  panel  after  the  swearing  of  the 
grand  jury.  This  market  jury  consists  of  12,  who  act  for  one  year  in  the  inspection  of  the 
markets,  weights,  and  measures,  &c.  It  was  formerly  sworn  before  the  sovereign,  but  now 
(apparently  under  the  Acts  27  Geo.  III.  c.  46,  and  28  Geo.  III.  c.  42,  s.  9)  at  the  Quarter 
Sessions  Court,  half-yearly.  This  jury  is  efficient,  and  of  the  greatest  public  utility  in  preventing 
the  use  of  fraudulent  weights  and  measures,  and  seizing  unwholesome  meat. 

(li  11.  There  is  no  Corporate  Police  except  the  serjeants  at  mace. 

p^There  are  a chief  constable  and  11  of  the  county  constabulary  stationed  in  the  town,  and 
they  act  under  the  sovereign  as  a justice  of  the  peace. 

12.  There  is  no  Corporation  Prison. 

The  county  gaol  is  within  the  limits,  and  the  sovereign  commits  persons  to  it  for  offences 
within  his  district,  but  except  for  this  purpose  the  sovereign  has  no  control  over  it. 

13.  There  is  no  Charitable  Foundation  under  the  superintendence  of  the  corporation. 

14.  There  is  a School  in  the  town,  supported  by  voluntary  contributions,  the  average 

attendance  at  which  of  boys  and  girls  is  about  100.  , , 

There  is  another,  called  the  N ational  School,  supported  by  voluntary  contributions,  an  a 
small  grant  from  the  Education  Board the  average  attendance  is  about  300. 

There  is  also  a dispensary  supported  by  voluntary  contributions  and  county  presentmen  . 
in  the  usual  way. 

15.  There  have  not  been  any  Fines  imposed  by  the  corporation  on  its  own  members.  Tb® 
sovereign,  in  his  magisterial  capacity,  has  occasionally  inflicted  fines,  but  to  a very  me 
derable  amount,  which  has  been  applied  in  charity. 

16.  The  corporation  have  not  any  Landed  Property,  and,  it  was  alleged,  were  never 
possessed  of  any  revenue,  except  that  which  arose  from  tolls  and  cranage. 

17.  Tuesday  and  Saturday  in  each  week  are  now  market  days.  The  Market,  though 
attended,  is  materially  injured  by  the  existence  of  a turnpike  at  the  entrance 

which  the  charges  are  very  high.  To  avoid  this  impost,  farmers,  who  would  otherwi 
here,  resort  to  the  Carlow  market.  There  are  six  Fairs  in  the  year.  ^ 

There  is  extant  in  the  <c  MSS.  Evidence  of  the  Leinster  Family,”  p-  129,  an  entry 
a grant  to  the  corporation, . bearing  date  the  7th  October  1515,  of  a Market  o 
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TuesJav,  in  such  part  of  the  town  as  Gerald  Earl  of  Kildare  should  permit ; and  in  addition 
to  the  Grants  of  Fairs  already  mentioned,  there  appears  upon  the  rolls  (p.  34.  eh.  11.  p. 
d 34'  a oTant  to  William  Earl  of  Desmond,  of  two  fairs,  namely,  on  the  29th  May  and 
30th  of  November,  each  to  continue  for  two  days,  and  to  he  held  at  the  town  of  St.  John’s, 

IS.  Toll  was  formerly  taken  at  fairs  and  markets,  but  now  at  fairs  only.  The  schedule 
under  which  it  is  collected  is  stated  to  have  been  prepared  by  the  recorder.  There  are  six 
toll  boards  exposed  in  different  parts  of  the  town,  and  the  corporation  appear  anxious  to  pre- 
vent imposition  in  the  collection. 

Formerly  the  Tolls  and  Customs  were  let  from  year  to  year  at  £200  per  annum.  They  are 
now  collected  by  persons  appointed  by  the  sovereign.  The  amount  is  paid  into  the  hands  of 


the  treasurer. 

19.  The  receipts  of  last  year  (1832)  were. 
For  cranage 
For  tolls  - 


£144  9 1 
133  4 II 


£277  14  0 


Making  together 

The  year  before,  the  receipts  were  £168  12s.  One  halfpenny  per  sack  is  the  charge  for 
weighing  at  the  public  crane.  Potatoes  are  weighed,  and  a ticket  of  the  weight  given,  without 
any  charge. 

’For  the  last  three  years  the  receipts  have  more  than  covered  the  expenditure. 

The  present  treasurer  was  appointed  in  1829,  on  which  occasion  his  predecessor  handed  over 
to  him  £13  7s.  2 §c£,  but  a sum  of  £63  8s.  8jcZ.  was  then  due  to  the  corporate  officers  on 
account  of  their  salaries,  leaving  the  corporation  £47  14s.  6 \d.  in  debt  up  to  the  29th  of 
September  1829. 

For  the  year  ending  29th  September  1830, 

The  receipts  were 
The  disbursements 


Deficiency 

For  the  year  ending  29th  September  1831, 
Receipts  - 
Disbursements  - 

Surplus 

For  the  year  ending  29th  September  1832, 

Receipts  (including  last  balance) 
Disbursements  - 

Surplus 

For  the  year  ending  29th  September  1833, 

Receipts  (including  last  balance) 
Disbursements  - 


£149 

18 

0k 

150 

1 

4 

£0 

3 

~k 

£157 

4 

3 

133 

19 

10 

£23 

4 

5 

£16S 

12 

0k 

138 

18 

10 

£29 

13 

2£ 

£144 

9 

1 

131 

5 

5 k 

£13 

3 

7k 

Surplus 

The  disbursements  consist  of  the  salaries  of  the  officers,  w'hich  amount  together  to  £1 15  6s.  Id. 
per  annum,  and  of  the  expenses  in  the.  collection  of  the  tolls  and  customs.  &c. 

There  are  seven  principal  Collectors  of  the  tolls.  They  are  all  members  of  the  Established 
Church.  The  circumstance,  that  of  the  coiporation  and  its  officers,  iucludin^the  principal  toll 
collectors,  only  one  of  the  burgesses  and  one  of  the  serjeants  at  mace  are  Roman  Catholics, 
where  a large  majority  of  the  population  are  of  that  religion,  seems  to  justify  an  impression 
which  exists  in  the  town,  that  a strong  sectarian  feeling  prevails  in  some  portion  of  the 
corporation. 

20.  There  are  no  Local  Acts  of  Parliament  relating  to  this  borough.  The  Acts  relative  to 

the  turnpike  road  from  Athy  to  Castlecomer  and  Old  Loghlin,  are  the  25  Geo.  II.  c.  19, 
15,  16  Geo.  III.  c.  12,  48  Geo.  III.  loc.  and  pers.  c.  iv.  and  1,  2 Geo.  IV.  loc.  and  pers. 
c.  xxxviii.  i 

21.  The  town  of  Athy  extends  into  the  parishes  of  Church  Town,  St.  John,  and  St.  Michael. 

It  contained,  according  to  the  Returns  of  1831,  4494  inhabitants. 

their  occupations  were  as  follows  : 

Families  chiefly  employed  in  agriculture  - 287 

Ditto  in  trade,  manufactures,  and  handicraft  - - 336 

All  other  families  not  comprised  in  the  two  preceding  classes  319 
Occupiers  employing  labourers  - - - - 1 c 

Ditto  not  employing  labourers  - 

Labourers  employed  in  agriculture  - 

Employed  in  retail  trade,  or  in  handicraft  as  masters  or 
workmen  -------- 

Capitalists,  &c 

Labourers  employed  in  labour  not  agricultural 
Houses  inhabited  ------- 

Ditto  uninhabited  - - - - - - 

to.c  j Ditt0  buMns 


15 

13 

344 

439 

69 

54 

712 

11 

10 


ATHY, 


Tolls  and  Customs. 


Accounts. 


Collectors. 


Local  Acts, 


Statistical  . 
Details.  ‘ 
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ATHY. 

Union  Compensa- 
tion. 


State  and 
Prospects. 


Documents  sent. 


22.  Prior  to  the  legislative  Union  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  this  borouo-h 
two  Members  to  the  Irish  Parliament.  At  the  Union,  the  usual  sum  of  £15  Onn  ^ 
granted  as  Compensation  for  the  loss  of  the  elective  franchise,  £1200  of  which  was  nairl  ♦ t 33 
Ennismore,  and  £13,800  to  the  trustees  of  William  Duke  of  Leinster,  upon  the  tru  ^ 
his  marriage  settlement.  trus*3 


Tlie  town  being  situate  upon  the  banks  of  the  grand  canal,  at  its  junction  with 
navigable  parts  of  the  river  Barrow,  possesses  the  advantage  of  a water  communicatio  h i 
with  the  capital  and  other  parts  of  the  country.  There  is  a very  considerable  com  " p 
here,  and  commerce,  generally,  is  rather  improving.  The  town  is  the  property  of  the  D k f 
Leinster.  It  is  not  lighted,  and  no  effort  has  been  made  to  introduce  the  ornriB; " C • 
9 Geo.  IV.  c.  82,  for  the  purposes  of  paving  and  lighting.  1 0ns  01 


23.  Documents  sent  with  this  Report  : 

1 . Copy  of  Resolutions  of  29th  September  1824,  relative  to  Tolls. 

2.  Warrant  for  Assessment  in  1831,  for  St.  Michael’s  Parish. 

3.  Ditto  for  St.  John’s  and  Churchtown  Parishes. 


4.  Decree  from  Sovereign’s  Court 

. HENRY  BALDWIN 
Inquiry  held  the  3d  and  4th  October  1833. 
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BALLINAKILL. 


BOROUGH  OF  BALLINAKILL. 


1.  THE  Limits  of  the  Borough  of  Ballinakill  are  prescribed  by  charter.  They  extend.  Limits. 
from  the  centre  of  the  town,  on  the  north,  on  the  Dublin  road,  about  an  English  mile;  on  the 

east,  to  Camerford’s  Brewery,  about  60  perches;  on  the  south,  a distance  of  120  perches; 
and  on  the  west,  to  Mr.  Stubbard  Mallin’s  demesne  wall,  about  120  perches. 

“ The  castle  in  the.  town”  is  especially  excepted  by  charter  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
corporation,  and  the  site,  on  which  it  stood,  always  continued  so  in  practice. 

2.  This  borough  was  incorporated  by  a Charter,  which  bears  date  the  18th  December,  Charter. 
in  10  Jac.  I.  and  is  enrolled  in  Chancery.  (Rot.  Pat.  10  Jac.  I.  p.  1,  m.  28.)  By  this 

charter  James  gave  to  the  sovereign,  free  burgesses,  and  commonalty  the  power  of  returning 
two  Members  to  Parliament,  nominated  the  first  sovereign  and  burgesses,  prescribed  the 
mode  of  electing  officers,  granted  a Court  of  Record,  to  be  held  before  the  sovereign  on  every 
Thursday,  for  all  personal  actions  not  exceeding  five  marks,  and  one  fair  to  be  held  on  each 
Thursday  in  the  week  of  Pentecost,  and  to  continue  for  the  morrow  of  the  same,  and  another 
fair  on  every  5th  day  of  November,  and  the  day  after,  with  a Court  of  Pie  Poudre,  and  all 
liberties,  emoluments,  &c.  to  such  courts,  markets,  and  fairs,  pertaining;  and  constituted 
the  sovereign  clerk  of  the  market. 

3.  The  Title  given  to  the  corporation  by  this  charter  was  that  of  " The  Sovereign,  Burgesses,  Title, 
and  Freemen  of  the  Borough  of  Ballinakill.” 

4.  This  corporation  has  ceased  to  exist.  Prior  to  the  Union  between  Great  Britain  and  Union  Compensa- 
Ireland,  the  borough  returned  two  Members  to  the  Irish  Parliament,  and  the  elective  tion  MoneJ- 
franchise  being  vested  in  the  corporation,  its  offices  were  filled,  and  the  corporation  kept  up, 

for  the  purpose  of  exercising  the  right  of  election.  At  the  Union,  Charles  Marquis  of 
Drogheda,  who  was  the  patron  of  the  borough,  received  £15,000  Compensation  Money  for 
the  loss  of  the  elective  franchise,  and  upon  its  ceasing  to  be  a parliamentary  borough  the 
corporation  was  allowed  to  fall  into  disuse. 


5.  As  long  as  it  existed  the  corporation  consisted  of  one  sovereign,  twelve  burgesses,  and  Constitution; 
an  unlimited  number  of  freemen,  and  there  were  two  serjeants  at  mace. 

The  Sovereign  was  nominated  by  Lord  Drogheda,  and  was  generally  non-resident.  The  Sovereign, 
sovereign,  or  his  deputy,  was  clerk  of  the  market,  and  returning  officer  at  elections  for 
Members  to  serve  in  Parliament,  and  a justice  of  the  peace  within  the  district.  He  also 
presided  at  the  Civil  Court  of  the  Borough. 

The  Burgesses  were  nominated  By  Lord  Drogheda,  and  elected  by  the  corporation  from  Burgesses, 
the  body  of  the  freemen;  they  were  all  non-resident.  Their  privileges  consisted  in  an 
exemption  from  tolls  and  customs,  and  a fight  £o  vote  for  Members  of  Parliament. 

6.  .Freemen  were  admitted  by  the  sovereign  and  burgesses  at  the  will  of  the  patron.  About  Freemen, 
the  time  the  corporation  fell  into  disuse  there  were  three  resident  freemen,  and  a much 

greater  number  non-resident.  Freemen  were  also  exempt  from  tolls  and  customs. 

l-  VnoT  to  1800,  there  was  a Court  held  here,  at  which  the  sovereign,  or  his  deputy.  Courts, 
presided,  for  the  recovery  of  Debts  to  the  amount  of  five  marks.  The  process  was  by  attach- 
ment against  the  goods ; fees  on  the  issuing  of  the  attachment  amounted  to  about  2s.  6cZ. 

1 here  were  no  juries  in  this  court;  there  being  no  sovereign  to  preside,  it  has  fallen  into 
otal  disuse  since  1800.  There  was  a Manor  Court  here  for  the  recovery  of  sums  under  40s., 
utthis  court  has  also  fallen  into  disuse,  and  has  not  been  held  for  the  last  10  years. 

Quarter  Sessions  and  Petty  Sessions  were  formerly  held  in  this  town;  both  have  been  Sessions, 
removed  to  Abbeyleix,  a town  distant  about  three  miles.  The  former  were  removed  13  years 
. a^er  about  two  years  since. 

the  inhabitants  of  Ballinakill  complain  of  the  removal  of  the  petty  sessions,  and  are  most 
anxious  to  have  them  re-established,  but  there  is  only  one  resident  magistrate  in  the  town  at 
present.  J 


8.  There  are  13  County  Police  stationed  here.  Police. 

9-  There  is  no  Prison.  Prison.  • 

of  tb  ^ere  naver  Was  any  School,  or  other  charitable  foundation,  under  the  superintendence  Schools, 
tion  6 Co^Pora,i°n-  There  is  one  male  and  one  female  National  School,  supported  by  subscrip- 
ts / anf  grants  from  the  Education  Board.  At  the  male  school  there  are  about  180,  and  at 
female  school  270  pupils. 

volunt  ^ 0ttl.er  .cbaritable  foundation  within  the  district  is  a Dispensary,  supported  by  Dispensary, 
ry  subscriptions,  and  by  presentment  in  the  usual  way. 

I did  not  discover  that  this  corporation  ever  had  any  Lands  or  Commons.  Lands. 

that~'tb^lere  Were  r^°'^s  and  Customs  collected  here  every  day  in  the  week.  It  was  stated  Tolls  and  Customs, 
man  -6  t0^S  customs  taken  on  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays  belonged  to  the  lord  of  the 
or>  on  the  other  days  to  the  corporation. 
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BALLINAKILL. 


Streets. 


Fairs  and 
Markets. 


They  were  received  up  to  1814,  but  not  since ; and  I was  unable  to  procure  any  sched  1 
according  to  which  they  were  collected.  When  received,  they  were  applied  by  the^  sovere' 
to  his  own  use.  3 

13.  The  Streets  arc  repaired  by  the  trustees  of  the  turnpike  road,  mentioned  in  the  Ren  rt 

on  Athy,  and  by  comity  presentment.  Earl  Stanhope,  the  lord  of  the  manor,  keeps  th 
market-house  in  repair.  ■ 1 

The  town  is  not  paved  nor  lighted. 

14.  In  addition  to  that  already  stated,  the  following  grants  of  Fairs  and  Markets  apnea 

recorded : ™ 


Statistical 

Details. 


Date  of  Grant. 

Enrolment. 

Granted. 

3d  April  1606  . 

p.  4 Jac.  I.  p.  2,  m.  13. 

SirThos.  Coatch,  Knt. 

ISthDecember  1612, 

p.  10  Jac.  I.  p.  3,  m.  28. 

Corporation. 

22d  July,  55  Geo.  III. 

Lib.  19,  f.  1, 209. 

Earl  Stanhope. 

(1815.) 

Days. 

Market,  Saturday. 

Fair,  1st  August,  and 
day  after,  with  all 
emoluments. 

Fair,  Thursday  in. 
Whitsun-week,  and 
5 th  Nov.  with  tolls. 

Fairs,  22d  March, 
22d  April,  16th 
October,  and  1 6th 
December,  with 
tolls,  &c. 


In  practice,  the  markets  were  held  on  Wednesday  and  Saturday ; the  Wednesday’s  market 
has  long  been  disused,  but  the  Saturday’s  was  well  attended  up  to  about  six  years  since, 
when  a market  was  established  at  Abbeyleix  on  the  same  day. 

The  inhabitants  of  Ballinakill  allege  that  Thursday  is  the  patent  day  for  the  market  at 
Abbeyleix,  and  that  there  is  no  patent  for  one  there  on  Saturday ; and  they  state  that  to 
encourage  the  market  at  Abbeyleix,  petty  sessions  are  held  there  on  Saturday,  and  that  the 
market  at  Ballinakill  is  greatly  injured  by  the  establishment  of  a Saturday  market  at 
Abbeyleix. 

1 5.  The  population  of  the  town  amounts  to  about  2000,  that  of  the  corporation  district  to 
upwards  of  3000. 

Of  the  former  the  occupations,  according  to  the  census  of  1831,  were. 

Families  chiefly  employed  in  agriculture  - 7 

Ditto  in  trade,  manufacture,  and  handicraft  - - 146 

Ditto  not  in  former  classes  - - - - _ 193 

Individuals  in  retail  trade  or  in  handicraft  ...  200 

Houses  inhabited ■ 335 

Ditto  uninhabited 21 

Ditto  building  - 4 

The  town  is  evidently  declining. 

HENRY  BALDWIN. 


Inquiry  held  2d  October  1833. 
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BOROUGH  OF  BALTINGLASS. 


1.  THE  Limits  of  the  Borough  of  Baltinglass  extend  beyond  the  town  as  built  upon,  and  Limits. 
comprise  300  acres  contiguous  to  it,  and  lying  upon  the  west  and  south  sides.  These  are  the 

limits  prescribed  by  charter,  and  they  have  not  been  altered. 

2.  This  borough  was  incorporated  by  a Charter,  granted  by  King  Charles  II.,  in  the  Charter. 
fifteenth  year  of  ms  reign.  (Rot.  Pat.  18  Car.  II.  No.  22,  m.  1.) 

This  charter  prescribes  the  mode  of  electing  the  sovereign  and  free  commons,  but  not  the 
hurgesses.  It  names  12  persons  to  be  “free  burgesses,  and  of  the  common  council  of  the 
borough.”  It  gives  the  sovereign,  burgesses,  and  freemen  the  power  of  making  bye-laws ; it 
constitutes  the  sovereign  a justice  of  the  peace  and  coroner  for  the  district,  exempts  the 
members  of  the  corporation  from  serving  on  juries  out  of  the  limits,  and  contains  a grant  of  a 
Court  of  Record  for  the  manor  of  Baltinglass  for  all  pleas  not  exceeding  £10. 

3.  The  corporation  is  entitled  in  this  charter  “ The  Sovereign,  Burgesses,  and  Free  Com-  Title, 
mons  of  the  Borough  of  Baltinglass.”  The  officers  are, 

4.  One  Sovereign,  Officers. 

Twelve  Burgesses, 

One  Recorder  and  Town  Clerk, 

One  Serjeant  at  Mace,  and 
One  Clerk  of  the  Market. 

The  Sovereign  is  elected  annually  on  the  Monday  next  after,  the  feast  of  St.  John  the  Sovereign,  how 
Baptist  by  and.  from  the  burgesses,  and  is  sworn  into  office  upon  the  Monday  following  elected. 
Michaelmas  day. 

He  is  empowered  by  charter,  with  the  consent  of  the  majority  of  the  burgesses,  to  appoint 
a deputy  from  the  resident  burgesses . 

The  sovereign  or  deputy  is  a justice  of  the  peace  within  the  limits  during  his  year  of  office.  Functions, 
and  the  sovereign  for  one  year  after  ; and  he  acts  as  such.  He  is  also  coroner. 

He  has  at  present  no  Salary  nor  emolument. 

Burgesses  are  elected  for  life.  By  charter  they  ought  to  be  chosen  from  the  body  of  the  Burgesses, 
freemen,  but  this  has  not  latterly  been  the  case. 

Prior  to  the  29th  of  September  1832,  there  were  but  two  burgesses  and  no  freeman.  On 
that  day,  ten  of  the  present  burgesses  were  nominated  and  sworn,  the  majority  of  whom  are 
not  resident  within  the  district,  but  live  not  many  miles  distant  from  the  town. 

Burgesses  have  no  functions  to  perform. 

Lord  Aldborough  is  the  patron  of  this  borough;  there  is  no  Select  Body,  all  power  being  Select  Body, 
vested  in  his  lordship.  In  fact,  the  corporation  was  virtually  extinct  until  the  election  of  the 
10  burgesses,  in  1832,  and  I apprehend,  was  not  capable  of  being  restored  by  that 
proceeding. 

. jgQQ Aldborough  family  received  the  £15,000  Compensation  Money  for  the  elective  franchise  UnionCompensa- 


5.  There  are  no  Freemen. 

By  charter  the  sovereign  and  burgesses  were  empowered  to  admit  to  their  freedom  “ such 
and  so  many  persons  as  the  majority  of  them  should  think  meet.” 

The  power  of  nominating  to  the  office  of  “ Recorder  and  Town  Clerk”  during  pleasure,  was 
charter  in  Sir  Maurice  Eustace,  his  heirs  and  assigns, 
the  “ recorder  and  town  clerk”  performs  no  duties. 

The  Seijeant  at  Mace  is  appointed  by  the  sovereign  and  burgesses. 

nomination  to  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Market  was  vested  by  charter  in 
ir  Maurice  Eustace,  his  heirs  and  assigns. 

in  t d^e,re  WaS  a ^anor  Court  within  the  borough  for  the  manor  of  Baltinglass.  The  borough  is 
o/r  1 ' ‘n  manor,  and  the  corporation  was  by  charter  to  do  suit  ana  service  to  the  manor 
to  v a tm^ass-’  an<i  the  inhabitants  to  plead  and  be  impleaded  in  its  courts;  and  a seneschal, 
e appointed  by  Sir  Maurice  Eustace,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  was  to  preside  in  the  Manor 
wt,  which  was  constituted  a Court  of  Record,  to  entertain  claims  to  the  amount  of  £10. 
with’ 13  W has  long  been  discontinued,  and  there  has  not  been  any  court,  civil  or  criminal, 
and  IQf  u- <^str*ct  ^or  upwards  of  30  years,  except  the  Petty  Sessions  Court,  which  sits  weekly, 
a which  county  magistrates  preside. 

are  a^  no  corporate  Police,  save  the  serjeant  at  mace ; 24  of  the  county  constabulary 

• distri T^ere  is  no  Prison  under  the  control  of  the  Corporation;  prisoners  committed  from  the 
5 SV*  sent  to  the  county  bridewell,  which  is  situate  here.  The  charter  conferred  on  Sir 


Freemen. 


The  Recorder  and 
Town  Clerk. 


Serjeant  at  Mace. 
The  Clerk  of  the 
Market. 

Jurisdiction. 
Manor  Court. 


Petty  Sessions. 
Police. 

Prison. 
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Maurice  Eustace  the  right  of  erecting  one  prison  for  the  manor,  and  to  appoint 
of  it. 


keeper 


9.  There  is  no  Charity  under  the  control  of  the  corporation. 

There  are  some  Schools  supported  by  voluntary  contributions,  and  a dispensary  and  cm, 
infirmary  in  the  town.  n-v 

10.  The  corporation  have  not,  and  do  not  appear  t.o  have  ever  had  any  landed  Propert- 

11.  They  have  no  income  at  present;  formerly  they  had  the  produce  of  the  Tolls  an  I 

Customs,  but  none  have  been  collected  for  the  last  three  years.  a 

12.  The  charter  granted  to  Sir  Maurice  Eustace,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  the  power  of  holdi  a 
two  Fairs  in  the  town  of  Baltinglass,  for  three  days  each,  beginning  on  1st  May  and  1-t 
September,  and  a weekly  Market  on  Friday;  and  granted  to  him  the  toll  of  the  fairs  and 
market.  Friday  is  still  market-day,  and  there  are  six  fairs  in  the  year,  two  of  which  are 
held  under  the  charter  of  Charles  II.  and  four  under  a patent  which  bears  date  the  5th 
August  1763,  (3  Geo.  III.  p.  3.  m.  9,)  granted  to  John  Lord  Baltinglass.  This  patent  also 
contains  a grant  of  a weekly  market  on  Tuesday,  (not  held,)  and  of  the  tolls  and  customs  of 
the  markets  and  fairs,  to  his  lordship. 

13.  The  population  of  the  town  amounted,  in  1831,  according  to  the  census  of  that  year 

to  1670.  . J ' 

Their  occupations  were. 

Families  chiefly  employed  in  agriculture  - - 94 

Ditto  in  trade,  manufactures,  and  handicraft  - - 152 

Ditto  not  comprised  in  the  preceding  classes  - - 69 

Individuals  employed  in  retail  trade,  or  in  handicraft, 
as  masters  or  workmen  - - * - -191 

Capitalists,  &c.  -------21 

Labourers  employed  in  labour,  not  agricultural  - 12 

Houses  inhabited  - 244 

„ uninhabited  - - - 10 

„ building  - - - 2 

14.  The  town  is  poor  and  not  improving ; it  is  the  property  of  Lord  Aldborough.  The 
corporation  having  no  property,  and  exercising  no  jurisdiction,  does  not  continue  to  exist,  if  it 
has  a legal  existence,  for  any  public  purpose. 

HENRY  BALDWIN. 


Inquiry  held  in  October,  1833,  before  John  Colhoun,  Esq.  since  deceased. 
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KING'S 

COUNTY. 


BOROUGH  OF  BANAGHER. 


1 THE  local  Limits  of  the  Borough  ofBanagher  extended,  on  the  north-east,  to  the  castle 
of  Streamstown ; on  the  south,  to  the  mearing  of  the  Glebe  and  Garrycastle ; on  the  south- 
nest  to  the  bridge  of  Lusmagh;  on  the  west  and  north-west,  to  the  Shannon  and  the  Bresna 
rivers  On  the°north-east,  the  limit  is  distant  about  a mile  from  the  town,  the  other  limits, 
except  the  Shannon,  are  about  half  a mile ; the  river  is  not  so  far;  except  by  the  rivers, 
the  boundaries  are  but  imperfectly  defined. 

2.  This  town  was  incorporated  by  a Charter  of  King  Charles  I.,  bearing  date  the  16th 
day' of  September,  in  the  fourth  year  of  his  reign,  by  which  it  was  ordained  that  101  acres  of 
arable  land  and  pasture,  and  10  acres  of  bog  and  moor,  in  the  town  and  lands  of  Bannacher- 
Srahnabrone,  Locharrow,  and  Bealanalcek,  next  adjoining  the  river  Shannon,  and  99  acres 
of  arable  and  pasture  land,  10  acres  of  wood  and  moor  of  the  land  of  Lomcloane,  next 
adjoining  to  Clongawnagh ; and  50  acres  of  wood  and  moor  of  Clongawnagh  and  Camcourt, 
should  be  a free  borough.  And  the  same  charter  granted  one-thirteenth  of  all  the  aforesaid 
lands  there  expressed  to  contain  200  acres  of  arable  land  and  pasture,  and  70  acres  of  wood 
and  moor,  together  with  the  liberty  of  fishing  in  the  river  Shannon,  to  Sir  Arthur  Blundell, 
his  heirs  and  assigns,  for  ever,  to  be  holden  in  free  burgage  at  a rent  of  3s.  Id.;  and  one- 
thirteenth  of  the  said  lands  and  tenements  to  Sir  Matthew  Derenzie,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  for 
ever,  at  alike  rent;  and  granted  one  other  one-thirteenth  to  each  of  the  other  12  burgesses 
in  said  charter  named,  at  a like  rent.  It  further  granted  to  the  sovereign,  burgesses,  and  free 
commons  of  Banagher,  and  to  their  successors  for  ever,  certain  lands  mentioned  to  contain 
222  acres  of  arable  and  pasture  land;  and  7 acres  of  wood  and  moor,  for  the  maintenance  of 
such  preaching  minister  as  should  be  appointed  by  the  sovereign  and  burgesses,  or  a majority 
of  them,  and  their  successors,  to  reside  in  the  said  town,  and  for  so  long  as  such  preaching 
minister  should  reside  and  discharge  the  cure  there,  and  no  longer,  and  in  his  absence,  for  such 
person  as  should  celebrate  divine  service  in  Banagher.  And  it  granted  43  acres  of  arable  and 
pasture,  and  25  acres  of  wood  and  moor,  in  the  lands  of  Boulmarge,  next  to  the  lands  of 
Egliss  and  Ballycolcan,  and  80  acres  of  arable  and  pasture  of  Ballyneturry,  adjoining  Derry, 
and  77  acres  of  arable  and  pasture,  and  60  acres  of  wood  and  moor,  in  the  lands  of  Derry, 
containing  together  200  acres  of  arable  and  pasture,  and  85  acres  of  wood  and  moor,  to  the 
use  of  such  schoolmaster  as  the  chief  governor  of  Ireland  for  the  time  being  should  appoint,  to 
reside  and  teach  in  the  said  town;  and  in  default  of  such  appointment,  to  the  maintenance  of 
a free  school  and  such  master  as  the  major  part  of  the  burgesses  should  appoint,  until  another 
should  be  appointed  by  the  chief  governor  for  the  time  being.  It  contained  a grant  of  a court, 
to  the  limit  of  £20  sterling.  It  constituted  the  sovereign,  or  deputy-sovereign,  a justice  of 
the  peace  within  the  limits  of  the  corporation,  and  coroner  and  clerk  of  the  market,  and 
empowered  the  corporation  at  large  to  return  two  Members  to  the  Irish  Parliament. 

3.  The  corporation  is  entitled  in  this  charter,  “ The  Sovereign,  Burgesses,  and  Free 
Commons  of  the  Borough  and  town  of  Bannacher  alias  Bannagher. 

4.  In  1800,  this  Corporation  was  deprived  of  its  right  to  return  Members  to  Parliament,  and 
£15,000  Compensation  Money  was  paid  to  the  patron,  the  Right  Honourable  Wiffiam  Brabazon 
Ponsonby ; since  that  year  the  corporate  offices  have  not  been  filled.  Prior  to  1800,  the 
corporation  consisted  of  one  sovereign,  12  burgesses  and  freemen ; all  were  named  by  the 
patron,  and  the  form  of  election  only  was  observed. 

5.  The  Books  belonging  to  this  corporation  are  not  forthcoming ; and  I was  unable  to  obtain 
any  testimony  as  to  its  several  officers,  further  than  that  they  were  generally  non-resident, 
and  seldom  performed  any  functions  save  that  of  electing  the  nominees  of  the  patron  to 
corPorate  offices  and  to  Parliament. 

There  was  no  inchoate  right  to  freedom,  and  it  seldom  occurred  that  any  inhabitant  was 
made  free. 


6.  Formerly  the  sovereign  held,  under  the  charter,  a Court  for  the  recovery  of  debts  to 
the  amount  of  £20  Irish ; but  this  court  has  been  discontinued  for  nearly  40  years,  and  I was 
unable  to  obtain  any  evidence  as  to  its  course  of  proceeding.  The  only  court  now  held  m the 
district  is  the  Petty  Sessions  Court,  which  sits  every  second  Monday.  The  Quarter  Sessions  for 
the  district  in  which  Banagher  is  situate,  are  held  four  times  a year,  at  Birr,  a distance 
of  about  six  miles.  It  may  be  observed  here,  that  the  assistant  barrister  holds  sessions 
only  in  two  towns  in  the  King’s  County,  namely.  Birr  and  Philipstown  There  are 
several  large  towns  in  the  county?  such  as  Banagher,  which  would  be  benefited  by  sesstons 
ktig  held  in  them. 


. .f'  These  is  not,  and  never  has  been  any  corporate  Police.  The  county  constabulary  act 
**  hiii  the  district ; there  are  seven  stationed  in  the  town. 
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8.  There  is  no  Gaol  within  the  district.  The  county  gaol  is  at  Tullamore  a V 
18  miles  from  Banagher.  Prisoners  are  often  sent  to  Birr,  where  there  is  a bridew  N 
is  a place  of  temporary  confinement  in  the  police  barracks,  where  persons  are  , ere 

fully  committed.  aanecl  until 


Schools,  Lands 
granted  for. 

Acts  of  Parliament. 


9.  The  charter  gave  to  the  corporation  200  acres  of  pasture,  and  85  acres  of  wood  an  1 
to  the  use  of  the  schoolmaster,  “ to  reside  and  teach”  in  the  town ; and  a School  was  aron  f'T’ 
established.  An  Act  of  Parliament  53  Geo.  III.  c.  107,  after  reciting  the  patent 
4 Charles  I.,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  grant  for  the  use  of  the  schoolmaster,  vested  th  1 j 
in  the  Commissioners  of  Education  in  Ireland,  and  nlarwl  iho  cMmAir.  ■ e lanas 


in  the  Commissioners  of  Education  in  Ireland,  and  placed  the  schools  under  tW  „ . , 
This  Act  was  amended  by  the  3 Geo.  IV.  c.  79,  and  11  Geo.  IV.  and  1 Will.  IV 
but  not  so  as  to  affect  the  government  of  the  school ; and  the  establishment  in  Banach  • 
now  under  the  control  of  the  board  appointed  by  the  53  Geo.  III.  c.  107.  The  Lands  ° ^ 1 
by  charter  for  this  purpose  are  still  in  the  possession  of  the  board,  and  contain  about^fq 
3r.  17p.,  according  to  a survey  made  in  the  year  1817,  of  which  about  233  acres  are  araw’ 
and  pasture.  This  land  was  formerly  let  at  a rent  of  upwards  of  £300  a year  • it  is  ^ 
all  held  by  Doctor  Alan  Bell,  the  schoolmaster,  at  a rent  of  £148  17s.  10rf.,  whieh  see°^ 
to  be  much  below  its  value.  The  school  is  held  within  less  than  a quarter’ of  a mile^f 
the  town,  and  within  the  limits  of  the  borough.  Doctor  Bell  is  the  schoolmaster,  appointed 
by  patent;  he  stated  that  the  rent  of  the  lands  has  been,  for  some  time  past,  principally  laid 
out  on  repairs  of  the  house.  There  are  no  free  scholars  on  the  establishment,  and  Doctor  Bell 
insists  that,  he  is  not  obliged  to  receive  any.  He  charges  as  he  thinks  fit,  and  the  establish- 
ment is  in  no  respect  different  from  an  ordinary  classical  school,  except  that  it  is  under  die 
control  of  the  board. 


From  the  year  1798  to  1807  the  school  was  not  open,  and  it  was  stated  by  Dr.  Bell,  that 
the  rents  of  the  lands  were,  during  that  period,  received  by  the  gentleman  who  held  the 
appointment  of  schoolmaster. 


The  other  schools  . in  the  district  are,  a parochial  school,  under  the  Act  of  the  28 
Hen.  VIII.  c.  15,  supported  by  40.?.,  late  currency,  from  the  incumbent,  and  an  allowance 
from  the  Society  for  Discountenancing  Vice ; and  a national  school,  supported  by  a grant 
ttd d nG'V  ^UCat*on  ®oar<^  and  voluntary  contributions:  the  last  is  very  numerously 


The  only  other  charitable  foundation  within  the  district  is  a dispensary,  supported  by 
voluntary  subscriptions  and  county  presentment,  in  the  usual  way. 

Property.  10.  There  are  not  any  corporation  lands.  It  was  stated  that  there  were  formerly  20  acres  of 

commonage  on  the  north-east  side  of  the  town,  and  30  acres  on  the  south  side,  but  that  they 
are  all  enclosed ; the  30  acres,  about  55  years  ago  by  a tenant  of  Mr.  Frazer,  the  20  acres 
. by  degrees  since. 

Lands  granted  for  The  rector  of  the  parish  holds  the  Land  granted  by  the  charter  for  the  preaching  Minister. 

the  preaching  Mr-  The  present  rector  is  the  Rev.  Mr.  Burdett,  who  is  resident.  He  was  presented  to  the 
living  by  Doctor  Maxwell,  the  former  bishop  of  Meath,  in  1798.  It  was  stated  that  the  lands 
granted  to  the  corporation  for  a preaching  minister  were  formerly  held  by  a clergyman,  who 
officiated  in  a church  now  fallen  into  decay  in  the  town,  and  who  was  always  appointed  by  the 
corporation;  but  that  an  arrangement  was  entered  into  between  the  bishop  of  the  day  and  the 
corporation,  that  there  should  be  but  one  clergyman  in  the  parish,  to  take  the  lands  and  the 
tithe,  and  that  the  bishop  and  the  corporation  should  alternately  appoint:  this  statement 
was  denied  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Burdett,  who  asserted  that  the  bishop  is  entitled,  and  has  often 
exercised  the  right  of  appointing  to  the  rectory,  and  that  the  lands  have  lone  gone  with  the 
rectory.  ° ° 


Fairs  and 
Markets. 


11.  The  following  are  the  grants  of  Fairs  and  Markets  to  beheld  at  Banagher,  which 
appear  on  record: 


Date  of  Grant. 

28th  November  1612, 
at  rent  of  13s.  4d. 


16th  September  1628. 


Enrolment  of. 

Grantees. 

10  Jac.  I.p.  3, m.  2,  d. 

Sir  John  M'Coghlan, 

Knt. 

4 Car.  I.  p.  2,  m.  41. 

Corporation. 

Fairs,  Markets,  &c. 

Market,  Thursday. 

Fair,  8th  September, 
and  one  day  after, 
with  the  customs  of 
both  fair  and  market. 

Market,  Monday. 

Fairs,  1st  May  and 
28th  October,  and 
day  after  each. 


It  is  observable  that  the  market  has  been  held  on  Fridav,  and  not  on  either  of  the  dap 
above  mentioned ; nor  do  the  fairs,  as  held,  except  one,  correspond  with  the  patent  days. 
Iherearenow  held  three  fairs  in  the  year : the  first  on  the  1st  of  May,  the  second  on  the  15“ 
of  September,  and  the  third  on  the  28th  of  November. 

Tolls  and  Customs.;  12.  Tolls  and  Customs  are  collected  at  both  fairs  and  markets;  the  Honourable 
re  eric  onsonby  claims  to  he  entitled  to  them  under  a patent  which  was  not  7“"  ” 
ey  aie  a present  let  at  a rent  of  £40  a-year,  under  the  Court  of  Chancery. 
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13.  The  population  of  the  town  amounted,  according  to  the  census  of  1831,  to  2636. 


Their  occupations  were. 

Families  chiefly  employed  in  agriculture  - - - . 162 

Ditto  in  trade,  manufactures,  &c. 210 

Ditto  not  comprised  in  the  two  preceding  classes  - - - 119 

Labourers  employed  in  agriculture 232 

Persons  employed  in  retail  trade,  or  in  handicraft,  as  masters  or 

workmen  ---------  312 

Capitalists,  &c.  - 49 

The  number  of  houses  were, 

Inhabited  -----  459 

Uninhabited  - 23 

Building  -----  21 


14.  Banagher  is  situate  on  the  river  Shannon,  and  has  the  advantage  of  a steam-navigation 
to  Limerick  and  the  sea,  and  also  of  a water-communication  with  Athlone,  Ballinasloe,  and 
Dublin,  which  affords  it  great  advantages  for  trade,  and  it  appears  to  be  an  improving  town, 
and  possessed  of  capacity  for  still  further  improvement.  It  has  a very  considerable  corn- 
market.  There  was  a general  expression,  on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants,  of  a wish  that  a 
corporation  should  be  established  here,  for  the  purposes  of  local  government;  and  they  think 
that  moderate  imposts,  in  the  way  of  tolls  and  customs,  would  supply  ample  funds  for  the 
support  of  a corporation,  and  for  the  general  improvement  of  the  town. 

HENRY  BALDWIN. 

Inquiry  held  27th  and  29th  September  1833. 


KING’S 

COUNTY. 


BANAGHER. 

Statistical 

Details. 


General 

Remarks. 
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BLESSINGTON. 


BOROUGH  OF  BLESSINGTON. 


Limits. 

Charters. 

SI  Car.  II. 

Provisions  of. 


5 Jac.  II. 


Pairs  and 
Markets. 

Corporation 

extinct. 

Union  Compensa- 
tion. 


Statistical 

Details. 


1.  THE  charter  directed  that  the  Borough  of  Blessington  should  extend  into  the  countv  of 
Wicklow,  every  way,  from  the  middle  of  the  town,  200  or  more  acres  in  the  whole. 

2.  This  borough  appears  to  have  been  incorporated  by  a Charter  granted  to  Michael  Boyle 
Archbishop  of  Dublin  and  Chancellor  of  Ireland,  and  bearing  date  the  2d  of  August  in  the 
twenty-first  year  of  Charles  II.  It  is  enrolled  in  Chancery.  (Rot.  Pat.  21  Shades  II 
p.  5.  m.  1.  d.) 

This  charter,  after  stating  that  certain  lands  therein  mentioned,  situate  in  the  county  of 
Wicklow,  had  been  adjudged  by  the  Commissioners  of  Forfeited  Estates,  under  the  Acts  of 
Settlement  and  Explanation,  to  the  Archbishop,  and  had  accordingly  been  granted  to  him 
by  letters  patent  bearing  date  the  3d  of  May,  21  Charles  II.,  (1669,)  erected  the  lands  so 
granted  to  him  into  a manor,  " to  be  called  and  known  by  the  name  of  the  Manor  of 
Blessington.”  It  enabled  the  archbishop,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  to  hold,  twice  a year,  a Court 
Leet  and  view  of  frank  pledge,  before  a seneschal  to  be  appointed  by  him  or  them;  a Court 
Baron  before  the  seneschal  eveiy  three  weeks,  or  seldom er,  having  jurisdiction  to  the  extent 
of  40s. ; and  a law  day,  or  Court  of  Record,  at  such  times  and  places  as  he  or  they  shall  think 
fit,  also  before  the  seneschal,  with  jurisdiction  not  exceeding  £10. 

It  further  enabled  him,  or  them,  to  erect  a prison  and  appoint  a gaoler  for  the  manor,  and 
to  enclose  600  acres  for  a park ; to  hold  a weekly  market  on  Thursday,  and  three  annual 
fairs,  namely  on  the  1st  and  2d  of  May,  24th  and  25tli  of  June,  and  1st  and  2d  of  November. 
And  it  granted  to  him,  and  them,  the  tolls,  perquisites,  profits,  customs,  and  jurisdictions, 
of  the  fairs  and  markets,  and  empowered  him,  or  them,  to  appoint  a clerk  of  the  market, 

It  then  proceeded  to  incorporate  the  borough  by  the  name  of  l(  The  Sovereign,  Bailiffs, 
and  Burgesses  of  the  Borough  and  Town  of  Blessington.” 

It  ordained  that  the  body  corporate  should  consist  of  one  sovereign,  two  bailiffs,  and 
12  burgesses,  with  power  to  admit  such  and  so  many  persons  to  be  freemen  as  the  majority 
of  the  bailiffs  ancl  burgesses  should  think  fit;  the  person  admitted  paying  5s.  for  his 
admission,  for  the  use  of  the  borough.  It  prescribed  the  mode  of  election  of  the  sovereign, 
bailiffs,  and  burgesses ; empowered  them  to  elect  inferior  officers ; and  enabled  the  sovereign, 
with  the  consent  of  the  majority  of  the  bailiffs  and  burgesses,  to  appoint  a deputy.  It  gave 
the  appointment  of  the  recorder  and  town  clerk  to  the  archbishop,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  and 
to  the  sovereign,  bailiffs,  burgesses,  and  freemen  the  power  of  returning  two  Members  to 
Parliament. 

A charter  was  granted  by  James  II.,  hut  being  dated  subsequently  to  his  abdication,  it  did 
not  take  effect;  the  date  is  the  13th  day  of  May,  in  the  fifth  year' of  James  II.,  and  it  is 
enrolled  in  Chancery.  (Rot.  Pat.  5 Jac.  II.  p.  1,  m.  18.) 

3.  The  Market  is  held  on  Friday,  although  Thursday  was  the  charter  day.  The  charter 
Fairs  are  continued  to  the  present  time. 

There  has  been  no  Coipo ration  in  existence  here,  since  the  year  1800.  Prior  to  that 
period  the  corporation  was  kept  up  for  the  purpose  of  returning  Members  to  Parliament 
Arthur,  late  Marquis  of  Downshire,  received  £15,000  Compensation  Money  for  the  elective 
franchise  at  the  Union. 


4.  The  town  of  Blessington  is  the  property  of  the  Marquis  of  Downshire.  It  contained, 
according  to  the  census  of  1831,  426  inhabitants. 


Occupations : 

Families  chiefly  employed  in  agriculture  - 
Ditto  in  trade,  manufactures,  and  handicraft 
All  other  families,  not  comprised  in  the  two  preceding  classes  - 

Occupiers  employing  labourers 

Ditto,  not  employing  labourers 

Labourers  employed  in  agriculture 

Employed  in  retail  trade  or  in  handicraft,  as  masters  or  workmen 

Capitalists,  &c. 

Labourers  employed  in  labour,  not  agricultural  - 
Houses  inhabited  - 


5.  This  town  is  not  improving. 


19 
34 
16 
2 
11 
22 
4 7 
5 
0 
51 


PIENRY  BALDWIN. 


Inquiry  held  before  John  Colhoun,  Esq.,  October  1833. 
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BOROUGH  OF  CARLOW. 


1 THE  ancient  Limits  of  the  Borough  of  Carlow  do  not  include  the  entire  of  the  town  as 
built  upon.  They  comprise  only  that  portion  of  it  which  lies  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river 
Barrow  and  is  in  the  county  of  Carlow,  together  with  a small  surrounding  district.  They  do 
not  include  the  suburb  called  Graigue,  lying  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Barrow,  and 
within  the  Queen’s  County.  The  ancient  limits  are  not  defined  by  boundaries,  and  are  but 
imperfectly  known. 

Graigue  is  connected  with  the  town  by  a bridge,  and  has  been  included  within  the  limits 
fixed  by  the  Boundary  Act,  for  the  purposes  of  Parliamentary  representation. 

2.  The  earliest  Charter  on  record  relating  to  the  borough  of  Carlow,  (formerly  written 
Catherlagh,  or  Cathirlogh,)  is  one  of  William  Marshall,  Earl  of  Pembroke.  It  appears  to  be 
of  a date  about  the  24  Edward  I.,  (a.  d.  1296,)  and  is  enrolled  in  the  Exchequer.  (Rot.  Mem. 
47, 48  Edward  III.  m.  17.) 

By  this  charter  the  Earl  granted  to  his  burgesses  of  Catherlagh,  “ all  such  liberties 
as  burgesses  ought  to  have,  and  as  it  was  lawful  for  him  to  confer,”  also  " the  right  to  have 
common  of  his  woods  outside  his  enclosures,”  and  to  have  the  power  of  making  “ such  of 
their  tenants  free  as  held  tenements  of  20  feet  of  land,  and  that  they  might  enjoy  the  common 
liberty  with  the  burgesses,”  with  other  privileges  then  important.  He  also  granted  that  the 
burgesses  and  their  heirs  should  have  and  hold  of  him  and  his  heirs,  their  burgages,  with  the 
appurtenances,  freely  for  ever,  by  the  rent  which  .Geoffrey  Fitz- Robert  first  constituted;  viz. 
each  burgage,  with  its  appurtenances,  by  the  rent  of  12d.  annually,  to  be  paid,  the  half  at 
Easter,  and  the  other  half  at  the  feast  of  St.  Michael. 

This  charter  mentions  a Hundred  Court  as  being  then  in  existence  in  the  town,  and 
ordained  that  it  should  be  held  once  only  in  the  week.  It  granted  that  the  burgesses  might, 
have  a guild  mercatory,  and  other  guilds,  and  exempted  the  burgesses  from  toll,  lastage, 
passage,  pontage,  and  all  other  customs,  through  the  Earl’s  whole  land,  except  the  towns  of 
Pembroke  and  Wexford. 

The  next  Charter  on  record  is  dated  the  19th  April,  11  Jac.  I.  (a.d.  1613,)  and  is  enrolled 
in  Chancery.  (Rot.  Pat.  11  Jac.  I.  p.  1,  m.  32.)  It  purports  to  have  been  granted  at  the 
petition  of  “the  inhabitants,”  whom  it  incorporates  by  the  style  of  " Portreeve,  Burgesses,  and. 
Commonalty  of  Catherlogh.”  It  contains  a grant  of  a civil  court  before  the  provost,  to  sit 
on  every  Thursday  for  all  pleas  to  the  amount  of  five  marks.  This  charter  does  not  recite  the 
previous  existence  of  a corporation  jn  the  borough ; it  contains  a grant  to  the  provost  and  bur- 
gesses, to  enable  them  to  return  two  Members  to  the  Parliament  of  Ireland. 

The  portreeve,  burgesses,  and  commonalty,  having  presented  a petition  to  King  Charles  II., 
obtained  a new  Charter,  bearing  date  the  24th  December,  26  Charles  II.  (a.  d.  1674,)  en- 
rolled in  Chancery.  (Rot.  Pat.  27  Charles  II.  p.  2,  m.  17,  d.)  This  charter  ordains  “ that 
within  the  said  borough  there  be  one  body  corporate  and  politic,  consisting  of  one  sovereign, 
12  free  burgesses,  and  a commonalty,  and  that  all  the  inhabitants  within  the  said  borough, 
be,  and  for  ever  hereafter  shall  be,  one  body  corporate  and  politic.” 

By  this  charter  the  title  of  the  chief  magistrate  is  altered  from  portreeve  to  sovereign,  and 
the  mode  of  election  of  officers  is  prescribed.  It  contains  the  grant  of  a Civil  Court  of  Record 
for  all  pleas  to  the  amount  of  five  marks,  and  constitutes  the  sovereign  a justice  of  the  peace 
for  the  county  . of  Carlow,  and  clerk  of  the  market  within  the  borough.  It  empowered  the 
sovereign  and  burgesses  to  return  two  Members  of  Parliament. 

The  last  Charter  to  this  borough  was  granted  by  James  II.,  and  is  dated  at  Dublin  the  24th 
February,  4 James  II.,  (a.  d.  1689,)  and  enrolled  in  Chancery.  (Rot.  Pat.  4 Jac.  II.  p.  1, 
el  28,  d.) 

This  charter  did  not  materially  differ  in  its  provisions  from  the  charter  of  Charles  II., 
except  that  it  constituted  24  burgesses,  and  contained  a grant  of  tolls  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  market.  It  recites  that  the  franchises  of  the  town  had  been  seized  into  the  King  s hands 
by  a judgment  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  and,  like  the  other  charters  of  the  same  year,  founded 
apon  similar  judgments  of  that  court,  is  not  now  in  force. 

3.  The  corporation  is  governed  by  the  Charter  of  Charles  II.,  in  which  it  is  entitled,"  The 
*-  rereign.  Free  Burgesses,  and  Commonalty  of  the  Borough  of  Catherlagh. 

4.  The  classes  of  which  it  consists  are  enumerated  in  the  title. 

5.  The  Officers  are. 

One  Sovereign, 

Twelve  Burgesses, 

Two  Serjeants  at  Mace, 

One  Town  Clerk, 

One  Weighmaster  of  Butter,  and 
. One  Bellman. 


CARLOW. 


CARLOW. 


Limits. 


Charters. 

1st  Charter  of  the 
Earl  of  Pembroke, . 
1296. 


2d  Charter  of 
11  Jac.  I. 

19  th  April  1613. 


3d  Charter  of 
26  Charles  II. 


4th  Charter  of 
James  II. 


Governing  Charter. 
Title. 

Officers. 
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CARLOW. 
Sovereign,  how 
elected. 

Deputy. 


Functions  of. 


Salary. 


Burgesses,  how 
elected. 


Functions  of. 


Serjeants  at  Mace, 
&c.,  how  elected. 


Seijeants  at  Mace. 
Functions  of. 


Salary. 


Town  Clerk. 
Functions  of. 


"Weighmaster. 
Functions  of. 


The  Sovereign  is  elected  annually  on  the  24th  of  June  by  the  sovereign  and  burcre 
the  body  of  the  burgesses,  to  serve  for  one  year  from  the  29th  of  September  followin^Ti 
is  no  qualification  save  that  of  being  a burgess.  A‘ler& 

The  sovereign  possesses  by  charter  the  power  of  appointing  one  of  the  burgess 
Deputy  with  the  approbation  of  a majority  of  the  burgesses.  A deputy  is  frequently  a -°  16 
without  such  approbation.  ^ Ppointed 

Either  the  sovereign  or  deputy  is  required  in  practice  to  be  resident. 

There  is  no  instance  in  modern  times  of  the  same  person  being  sovereign  for  two  su 
years,  but  he  frequently  is  sovereign  one  year,  and  deputy  the  next.  During  the  lasT^r 
years,  the  same  two  gentlemen  have  been  alternately  sovereign  and  deputy. 

The  sovereign  is  by  charter  a justice  of  the  peace,  not  only  within  the  district  of  the 
poration,  but  for  the  entire  county  of  Carlow.  ' cor‘ 

He  is  clerk  of  the  market,  and,  until  late  years,  attended  to  its  regulations.  Since  th 
emoluments  of  the  office  have  diminished,  he  has  been  remiss  in  the  performance  of  this  dut  r 
He  formerly  presided  in  the  civil  court  of  the  borough,  but  this  duty  ceased  with  th 
discontinuance  of  the  court.  e 

The  borough  returns  one  Member  to  the  Imperial  Parliament,  and  the  sovereign  is  the 
returning  officer  at  elections.  ^ 

He  has  no  fixed  Salary.  He  receives  the  amount  of  a composition  for  tolls,  which  is  called 
“Poizeage,”  and  after  paying  thereout  the  salaries  of  the  other  officers,  retains  the  residue  to 
his  own  use.  He  also  received  a sum,  varying  from  £40  to  £100  per  annum,  from  the  wewh- 
master.  This  payment  was  stated  to  he  a gratuity. 

The  Burgesses  are  elected  for  life  by  a majority  of  the  sovereign  and  burgesses,  and  in 
practice,  out  of  the  body  of  the  freemen.  There  is  no  other  qualification,  and  even  this  is 
sometimes  virtually  evaded  by  a person  being  elected  a freeman,  and,  afterwards,  a burgess 
on  the  same  day.  6 

The  charter  directs  that  vacancies  in  the  number  of  burgesses  shall  he  filled  “ of  the 
better  and  more  discreet  inhabitants  of  the  borough.”  This  qualification,  as  regards  residence, 
has  not  been  at  any  time  attended  to,  (at  least  since  the  Act  of  21  Geo.  II.  c.  10,)  and,  of  the 
present  burgesses,  four  only  are  resident.  Seven  burgesses  are  required  to  be  present  at  an 
election. 

Burgesses  have  no  duties,  save  those  which  they  perform  as  the  governing  body  of 
the  corporation.  Under  the  Reform  Act,  a privilege  is  reserved  to  those  burgesses  who 
reside  within  seven  statute  miles  of  the  place  of  election,  of  being  registered,  and  of  voting 
at  the  election  of  Members  of  Parliament  for  the  borough;  a privilege  which,  as  the 
corporation  is  now  constituted,  places  so  many  votes  in  the  power  of  the  Earl  of  Charleville, 
who  is  the  patron  of  the  borough. 

The  number  of  twelve  burgesses  is  kept  up  exclusive  of  the  sovereign.  The  following  is  a 
list  of  the  present  burgesses : - 

1.  Earl  of  Charleville, 

2.  William  Browne,  Esq. 

3.  Robert  C.  Browne,  Esq. 

4.  Thomas  Sterling  Berry,  Esq. 

5.  Francis  Berry,  Esq. 

6.  M.  P.  Berry,  Esq. 

7.  William  Fishbourne,  senior,  Esq. 

8.  William  Fishbourne,  junior.  Esq.  Sovereign, 

9.  Edward  Butler,  Esq. 

10.  Henry  Butler,  Esq. 

11.  Reverend  F.  E.  Trench. 

12.  William  Wallace,  Esq. 

13.  Reverend  John  Lever. 

Several  of  the  burgesses  are  related  to  each  other,  and  one  of  the  Messrs.  Berry  is  Lord 
Charleville  s agent. 

The  two  Serjeants  at  Mace,  the  Town  Clerk,  and  Bellman  are  elected  by  the  sovereign 
and  burgesses,  and  hold  during  good  behaviour. 

By  charter,  the  election  of  the  serjeants  at  mace  and  all  other  inferior  officers  ought  to  be 
by  the  sovereign,  burgesses,  and  commonalty. 

The  Serjeants  at  Mace  act  as  constables  of  the  borough.  They  also  attend  the  market, 
and  superintend  the  weighing  of  corn,  and  issue  tickets  of  its  weight, 

1 hey  act  as  billet  masters. 

And  they  receive  a Salary  of  20  guineas  a year  each,  which  is  paid  them  by  the  sovereign, 
out  of  the  receipts  of  the  poizeage. 

The  Town  Clerk  attends  the  corporate  assemblies  and  records  the  proceedings. 

lie  keeps  the  current  hook  of  the  corporation.  The  sovereign  has  charge  of  the  others. 

He  received  a salary  of  £20  late  Irish  currency  which  was  paid  him  by  the  agent  of  Lord. 
CharleviBe.  This  payment  has  lately  been  discontinued. 

I he  office  is  not  named  in  the  charter. 

The  Weighmaster  weighs  and  tastes  butter  in  the  market,  and  weighs  and  brands  empty 
hrkms  for  butter,  and  performs  the  duties  prescribed  by  the  Act  of  the  52  Geo.  HI.  c- 
tie  also  weighs  other  provisions. 

It  is  stated  that  he  was  appointed  weighmaster  of  the.  butter  crane  by  the  sovereign,  on  t&e 
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oQ,k  September  1803,  and  weighmaster  and  taster  of  butter,  by  the  sovereign  and  burgesses, 
on  the  27th  February  1813,  pursuant  to  the  above-mentioned  Act. 

The  receipts  of  the  office  are  veiy  considerable.  For  12  months,  in  the  years  1827  and 
jg.)g,  they  amounted  to  the  sum  of  £482  from  the  butter  crane  alone.  In  the  year  endino- 
in  1829,  38,550  firkins  were  weighed  at  the  public  crane;  in  1832,  17,508  only.  This 
decrease  may,  however,  be  accounted  for  by  the  operation  of  the  Act  of  the  10  Geo.  IV. 
c.41,  which  dispenses  with  the  necessity,  that  previously  existed,  of  having  butter  weighed 
by  the  butter  weighmaster,  before  sale  or  exportation. 

The  Bellman  attends  the  coal  market  and  superintends  the  weighing  of  coals,  for  which  he 
receives  Id.  per  cart-load  from  the  seller. 

6.  There  are  at  present  about  20  Freemen  of  this  corporation ; they  are  elected  by  the 
sovereign  and  burgesses  for  life,  and  all  admissions  have  been  by  grace  especial.  Freemen 
pav  no°fees  on  admission,  and  the  stamp  duty  has  been  generally  paid  by  Lord  Charleville, 
as  patron  of  the  corporation. 

The  charter  constituted  certain  persons  therein  named,  and  such  other  persons  as  were 
then  free,  together  with  “ all  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town,  and  so  many  other  persons 
as  the  sovereign  and  free  burgesses  of  the  said  borough  for  the  time  being  shall  admit 
into  the  freedom  of  the  said  borough,  to  be  of  the  commonalty  of  the  said  borough.” 

Upon  this  clause  has  been  put  here  the  same  construction  as  similar  provisions  have  received 
elsewhere,  and  it  has  been  interpreted  as  conferring  no  right  of  freedom  in  consequence  of 
inhabitancy. 

Of  the  present  freemen  six  only  are  resident. 

About  three  or  four  years  since,  150  inhabitants  (among  whom  were  several  Roman 
Catholics)  sought  to  be  admitted  to  their  freedom,  under  the  “ New  Rules”  of  25  Charles  II.,  and 
tendered  to  the  sovereign  £1  as  the  admission  fee.  Being  rejected,  they  took  the  freemen’s 
oath  before  a justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county,  according  to  the  rules. 

Amongst  the  numbers  thus  rejected  were  several  persons  of  unquestionable  respectability,  and 
the  cause  assigned  for  the  refusal  to  admit  them  was,  that  the  corporation  party  did  not  wish  so 
many  persons  to  participate  in  the  privilege  which  freemen  enjoy,  of  being  exempt  from  tolls 
and  customs.  The  true  reason  was  an  apprehension  on  the  part  of  the  corporation  of 
conferring  on  them  the  elective  franchise ; and,  notwithstanding  the  proceedings  taken  under 
tke“f  New  Rules,”  those  persons  have  not  been  suffered,  in  any  respect,  to  enjoy  the  privileges 
of  freemen. 

The  charter  of  Charles  II.  contains  a clause  with  respect  to  freedom,  which  I have  not  met. 
with  in  any  other  charter. 

After  stating  that  it  would  tend  much  to  the  advancement  of  trade  and  commerce  in 
Ireland,  that  all  sorts  of  manufactures  should  be  improved  therein,  and  that  the  sovereign, 
free  burgesses,  and  commonalty  had  declared  themselves  willing  to  give  all  encouragement 
to  so  good  a work,  it  declared  the  King’s  will  and  pleasure  to  be,  and  that  the  sovereign,  free 
burgesses,  and  commonalty,  of  the  borough  of  Catherlagli,  did,  for  themselves  and  their 
successors,  accordingly  grant,  and  agree  to  and  with  the  King,  his  heirs  and  successors, 
“that  it  should  and  might  be  lawful  for  every  person  and  persons,  as  well  strangers  and 
aliens  as  the  King’s  subjects,  of  the  Protestant  religion,  who  were  or  should  be  traders, 
artisans,  or  otherwise  skilled  and  exercised  in  any  craft  or  trade,  or  in  the  working  or 
making  any  manufacture,  who  should  at  any  time  thereafter,  at  or  before  the  end  of  the  then 
next  session  of  Parliament,  come  into  the  borough  of  Catherlagh,  with  intent  there  to  inhabit 
and  dwell,  upon  request,  and  payment  or  tender  of  20s.,  by  way  of  fine  to  the  sovereign, 
to  be  admitted  a freeman  of  the  borough,  during  his  residence  there,  and  enjoy  all  privileges 
and  sustain  all  charges  as  other  freemen.” 

The  privileges  of  freemen  are,  exemption  from  tolls  and  customs,  and  eligibility  to  offices  in 
the  corporation,  as  above  stated.  They  ought  also,  by  charter,  to  participate  in  the  making 
of  bye-laws. 

There  is  not  any  Roman  Catholic  now  a member  of  this  corporation,  nor  has  any  been 
Emitted  since  the  relaxation  of  the  penal  laws  in  1703. 

/•  The  sovereign  and  burgesses  constitute  the  Ruling  Body.  As,  however,  they  are  all 
persons  connected  with,  or  in  the  immediate  interest  of  the  Earl  of  Charleville,  the  management 
of  the  corporation  is  entirely  in  his  lordship’s  hands.  In  form,  this  body  possesses  the  power  of 
seif-election,  but,  in  fact,  the  constitution  is  still  more  objectionable,  its  members  being  merely 
^ nominees  of  Lord  Charleville. 

8-  By  charter,  the  power  of  making  Bye-laws  is  vested  in  the  corporation  at  large ; it  has, 
°^)ever>  been  exercised  by  the  sovereign  and  burgesses  alone ; latterly,  it  has  been  but  seldom 
Usea-  The  last  bye-law  bears  date  the  24th  of  June  1818.  None  of  the  bye-laws  require 
Particular  notice. 


\ ”^le  corporation  exercises  at  present  no  Jurisdiction,  criminal  or  civil.  The  civil  court  of 
- borough  has  long  since  fallen  into  disuse,  and  there  did  not  appear  to  be  any  intention 
of  revmng  it. 

i take”*  thC  caPital  of  the  county  the  same  name.  Assizes  for  the  county  are  held  m 

Quarter  Sessions  are  held  four  times  in  the  year,  and 

weekly  on  every  Thursday.  The  sovereign  and  other  magistrates  of  the 
preside  at  them.  Their  jurisdiction,  therefore,  does  not  extend  to  that  portion 
lies  in  the  Queen’s  County.  This  is  a defect  in  the  administration  of  justice 
inconvenience  and  many  evil  consequences  result. 


county  of  Carlow  ■ 
town  which 

^ which  much 
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REPORTS  FROM  COMMISSIONERS  ON 


CARLOW. 
Manor  Court. 


Proceedings  in. 


Police. 


Prison. 

• Charities. 
Schools. 


County  Infirmary, 
&c. 


There  is  a Manor  Court,  the  jurisdiction  of  which  was  stated  to  extend  over  the  enti 
and  to  a distance  of  between  six  and  seven  miles  in  the  direction  of  Tullow,  in  the  c ^ °"n 
Carlow.  Its  jurisdiction  is  limited,  in  amount  of  claim,  to  £10  late  Irish  currency  ^ 

This  court  was  stated  to  have  been  established  under  letters  patent  of  King  James  I 

No  copy  of  this  patent  was  produced,  and  the  constat  was  not  lodged  in  the  offic'  r 
clerk  of  the  peace,  as  prescribed  by  Act  of  Parliament.  I have  not  been  able  to  fii  d 
such  patent,  but  I have  discovered  a grant  of  the  manor  of  Carlow  to  Sir  Barnaby  Bn 
King  Charles  I.,  dated  the  23d  of  March,  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  his  reign ; (a.  d Wq.> 
and  Benedict  Hamilton,  Esq.,  who  now  claims  to  be  the  Lord  of  the  manor*  is,  probablv th 
assignee  of  tile  rights  under  this  patent.  Mr.  Hamilton  appointed  a seneschal  by  de  df 
deputation,  about  the  1st  of  January  1833.  Prior  to  this  appointment  there  had  noth  °£ 
an  acting  seneschal  for  about  ] 0 years.  D 

The  present  seneschal,  who  is  an  attorney,  has  held  a court  only  twice  since  his  appointm 
and  disposed  of  one  case  on  each  occasion.  There  is  always  a jury  summoned  by  a marshal  of 
the  court.  0 

The  Proceeding  is  by  summons,  which  is  issued  and  served  seven  clear  days  before  a 
hearing.  The  decree  is  against  the  goods  only,  which  are  seized,  and  sold  in  four  days  unless 
the  amount  be  paid.  The  fees  are,  for  a summons.  Is. ; entry.  Is.  6 d. ; decree,  3s.  6 d ■ to 
marshal  for  serving  the  summons,  6 d. ; to  same,  on  the  decree,  6'/.  in  the  pound. 

This  court,  in  former  times,  proceeded  also  by  the  process  of  attachment,  on  affidavit  of  debt 
against  the  goods  or  person.  The  expense  of  proceeding  in  this  way  amounted  to  about 
£1  15s. 

It  did  not  appear  that  the  disuse  of  this  court  for  10  or  12  years,  was  attended  with  anv 
inconvenience  to  the  community,  nor  that  any  public  advantages  are  likely  to  result  from 
its  revival. 

10.  There  is  no  corporate  Police,  save  the  serjeants  at  mace.  Sixteen  of  the  county 
constabulary,  and  a sub-inspector  and  chief  constable  are  stationed  here.  The  present 
chief  constable  is  a justice  of  the  peace. 

The  police  act  under  the  direction  of  the  sovereign  or  his  deputy. 

11.  There  is  no  corporate  Prison,  and  prisoners  from  the  district  are  committed  to  the 
county  gaol,  which  is  in  the  town. 

12.  The  corporation  are  not  connected  with  any  public  Charities. 

There  are  several  charitable  Schools,  supported  by  voluntary  contribution,  aided,  in  some 
instances,  by  grants  from  the  Education  and  other  boards. 

There  is  here  a large  public  seminary,  a portion  of  which  is  devoted  to  the  education  of 
ecclesiastics  for  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  under  the  superintendence  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
bishop  of  the  diocese  of  Kildare  and  Leighlin. 

The  County  Infirmary,  Lunatic  Asylum,  Fever  Plospital,  and  a Dispensary,  are  also  within 
the  town. 


^‘ne5,  13.  There  have  not  been  any  Fines  imposed  by  the  corporation  on  its  own  members.  Fines 

have  been  levied  by  the  sovereign,  in  his  magisterial  capacity,  to  an  inconsiderable  amount, 
and  have  been  applied  in  charity. 

Patronage.  14.  There  is  no  Patronage  in  the  hands  of  the  corporation. 

Property.  15.  The  corporation  have  not  any  Landed  Property. 

Poizeage.  16.  Their  income  is  wholly  derived  from  Poizeage.  The  composition  which  is  called  poizeage 

a . , WaS  mac^e  between  the  sovereign  and  two  of  the  burgesses  on  behalf  of  the  corporation,  and 

Ju^eTsi?  4 se0vei;al  geutlemen  on  l3ehalf  of  the  inhabitants.  The  Agreement  bears  date  the  24th  of  June 
1818,  and  is  as  follows : 

Borough  of  Carlow,  to  wit. — Whereas  several  disputes  have  arisen  concerning  the 
collection  of  tolls  heretofore  usually  collected  and  levied  by  the  different  officers  of  the 
said  borough  of  Carlow,  and  riots  and  disturbances  have  arisen  in  consequence ; and  in  order 
to  quiet  the  said  borough,  and  to  put  an  end  to  all  disturbance  in  future  with  respect  to  the 
collection  of  tolls,  a final  adjustment  has  been  made  and  agreed  upon,  to  the  satisfaction  of  all 
the  inhabitants  of  said  borough,  by  and  between  Robert  Jackson,  Thomas  Finn,  and  Thomas 
Houghton,  Esquires,  nominated  and  deputed  by  and  on  behalf  of  themselves,  and  said 
inhabitants,  on  the  one  part,  and  Edward  Butler,  the  sovereign  of  said  borough,  and  John 
Bennett,  and  Thomas  Sterling  Berry,  Esquires,  two  of  the  burcesses  of  said  borough,  by  and 
on  behalf  of  themselves  and  burgesses  of  said  borough,  as  follows,  that  is  to  say:  that  all 
corn,  of  every  kind  and  description,  brought  or  carried  to  or  unto  the  town  or  borough  of 
Carlow,  either  to  be  weighed  at  the  public  crane  or  scales,  or  to  be  weighed  or  measured 
at,  or  consigned  or  sent  to  any  private  scales  or  cranes,  or  store  or  warehouse,  of  any 
inhabitants  of  said  borough,  shall  pay  or  be  liable  to  pay,  and  shall  be  responsible  for  the 
amount  of  one  penny  per  draught,  exceeding  one  hundred  weight,  and  one  halfpenny  for  ever}' 
lesser  draught  so  brought,  carried,  or  consigned,  as  aforesaid;,  and  also  for  every  car  or 
cart-load  of  coals  brought  into  said  borough,  for  the  weighing  thereof  one  penny,  whether 
weighed  at  public  crane  or  elsewhere;  they,  the  said  corporation,  keeping,  at  all  tunes, 
sufficient  beams  and  scales,  with  proper  attendants,  for  weighing  the  said  corn  and  coaJs,  u. 
required : provided  always,  that  no  sum  whatever  shall  be  paid  or  demanded  for  potatoes, 
or  the  weighing  of  same,  which  may  be  carried  or  conveyed  to  or  into  said  town  or  boroug  , 
same  to  be  free  of  any  impost  whatsoever;  the  said  corporation  keeping  sufficient  beaiib 
and  scales  to  weigh  the  same.  And  in  consideration  of  said  final  adjustment,  anti  m 
contemplation  of  the  same  being  carried  into  ' full  and  complete  effect,  without  any  evasion 
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thereof,  the  said  sovereign  and  burgesses  of  said  borough,  do  hereby  for  them  and  their 
successors  relinquish  all  claims  to  the  collection  or  levying  of  tolls,  as  usually  heretofore 
collected  and  levied  by  their  officers.  And  the  said  Robert  Jackson,  Thomas  Finn,  and 
Thomas  Houghton,  on  behalf  of  themselves  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  said  borough  and 
town  of  Carlow,  do  hereby  agree  to  and  with  the  said  Edward  Butler,  the  sovereign  of  said 
borough,  and  John  Bennett  and  Thomas  Sterling  Berry,  on  behalf  of  themselves  and  the 
other  burgesses  of  said  borough,  that  said  agreement  hereinbefore  recited  or  intended  to  be 
carried  into  effect  and  every  part  thereof  shall  be  made  a bye-law  of  said  borough;  and 
accordingly  the  said  agreement  is  hereby  to  all  intents  and  purposes  declared  to  be  a.  bye- 
law of  said  borough,  and  binding  upon  all  inhabitants  of  said  borough  of  Carlow : provided 
always,  that  nothing  herein  shall  be  construed  hereafter  to  prevent  the  sovereign,  burgesses, 
and  commonalty  of  said  borough,  to  amend  or  make  a further  bye-law  for  any  increased 
allowances  to  the  officers  of  the  corporation,  provided  the  poizeage  should  prove  inadequate 
to  remunerate  their  services. 

“ E.  Butler,  Sovereign.  « Robert  Jackson. 

" John  Bennett,1r  “ Thomas  Finn. 

" T.  S.  Berry,  ^urgesses-  „ Thomas  Houghton. 

“ Present,  Robert  Browne,  Town  Clerk.” 


CARLOW. 


Tlie  merchants  for  some  time  charged  the  amount  of  this  poizeage  to  the  sellers,  and  paid 
it  over  annually,  or  half-yearly,  to  the  corporation. 


This  agreement  has  been  violated  on  both  sides ; by  the  public,  in  refusing  to  pay  the  Agreement  broken, 
amount  of  the  poizeage,  and  on  the  part  of  the  corporation,  in  neglecting  to  procure  sufficient 
accommodation  either  in  the  corn  or  coal  market;  in  the  latter,  the  weights  are  particularly 
defective.  The  members  of  the  corporation  allege  that  they  are  not  bound  to  perform  their 
part  of  the  compact,  as  the  poizeage  is  not  regularly  paid,  and  for  the  same  reason  they  have 
declined  weighing  potatoes  gratis,  notwithstanding  the  Act  of  Parliament  (25  Geo.  II.  c.  15.) 
expressly  requiring  it.  The  principal  merchants  still  endeavour  to  collect  the  poizeage, 
but  meet  with  little  success ; nearly  naif  the  corn-sellers  refuse  to  pay,  and  the  merchants 
hare  no  authority  to  enforce  it. 

It  was  st  ated  that,  on  an  average  of  the  last  seven  years,  the  poizeage  produced  about  £170  Average  Receipts, 
a-year,  paid  to  the  sovereign,  out  of  which  he  expended  about  £63  annually,  in  payment 
of  the  salaries  of  the  other  officers,  retaining  the  residue  to  himself.  It  seems  surprising 
that  the  amount  should  be  so  small,  as  one  merchant  alone  (Mr.  Alexander)  pays  to  the 
corporation  about  £30  annually,  and  many  pay  from  £12  to  £15  a year. 

Frauds  have  been  practised  by  the  inferior  traders,  both  on  the  sellers  and  the  corporation ; 
on  the  former,  by  taking  sometimes  more  than  the  rate  of  poizeage,  and  on  the  latter,  by  not 
justly  accounting  for  the  amount  received. 

17.  There  are  two  weekly.  Markets  in  Carlow,  on  Mondays  and  Thursdays.  v Fairs  and 

. There  are  four  F airs  in  Carlow,  and  four  in  Graigue,  in  the  year.  Markets. 

The  Monday’s  market,  and  two  of  the  Carlow  fairs,  with  the  tolls,  were,  by  letters 
patent,  bearing  date  the  6th  of  December  1722,  (enrolled  9 Geo.  I.  p.  2.  m.  37.  d,)  granted 
to  James  Hamilton,  Esq. 


18*  There  are  two  sets  of  Tolls  and  Customs  collected  in  the  district  comprised  within  Tolls  and  Customs, 
the  limits  prescribed  by  the  Boundary  Act. 

To  one  set,  namely,  the  Tolls  and  Customs  of  the  fairs  and  markets  of  the  Old  Borough,  Carlow  Tolls. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  as  lord  of  the  manor,  lays  claim.  These  tolls  and  customs  were  several  years 
ago  leased  for  a term  of  three  lives,  at  a rent  of  £100  a year.  That  lease  determined  in  1832, 
and  Mr.  Hamilton  stated  that  these  customs  at  present  produce  nearly  £300  a year ; the 
charges  on  small  quantities  of  butter  are  very  high,  Id.  being  charged  for  a bowl  containing 
* b’  an?  for  the  smallest  quantity. 

There  is  a different  set  of  Tolls  and  Customs  charged  upon  goods  coming  into  market  Graigue  Tolls, 
through  Graigue.  These  tolls  are  claimed  by  a Mr.  Jackson,  who  has  let  them  at  a rent  of 
£20  a year. 

A copy  of  the  Schedule  of  the  Graigue  customs  and  poizeage,  and  three  paper  writings,  all  Schedules, 
purporting  to  he  copies  of  the  same  schedule  of  ancient  customs,  payable  in  the  town  and 
“ianor  of  Carlow,  although  they  differ  from  each  other,  are  sent  with  this  Report, 

the  corporate  funds  are  so  much  reduced,  that  the  salaries  of  the  officers  are  in  part 
unpaid,  and  then  duties,  particularly  as  connected  with  the  market,  are  much  neglected. 

19.  The  Weights  and  Measures  through  the  town  were  formerly  examined  from  time  to  time  Weights  and 
7 “e  Serjeants  at  mace  and  sovereign,  but  they  have  not  been  at  all  inquired  after  Measures, 
since  the  Christmas  of  1831,  and  there  are  now  a great  many  false  weights  and  measures  in 
general  use.  In  the  coal-market  the  weights  are  particularly  defective. 


j ""  ' ?°  1^28  the  sovereign  was  assisted  in  the  regulation  of  the  market  by  a Market, 

ury.  This  jury  was  selected  by  the  sovereign,  and  consisted  of  12  persons,  who  acted  for 
•i  lear-  Since  1828  no  market  jury  has  been  sworn,  in  consequence  of  the  reluctance  of  the 
a ltants  to  attend  upon  it.  The  want  of  such  a body  is  severely  felt. 

-1-  The  population  within  the  ancient  limits  of  the  borough  was,  in  1831,  9,114. 
neir  occupations  were  as  follows : 


Market  Jury. 


Statistical 

Details. 


Families  chiefly  employed  in  agriculture 
Ditto  in  trade,  manufactures,  and  handicraft 


96 

824 

2 U 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


CARLOW.'  170 


REPORTS  FROM  COMMISSIONERS  ON 


CARLOW-' 


State  and  Prospects 
of  the  Town. 


Documents  sent 


All  other  families,  not  comprised  in  the  two  precedin. 
classes  ------- 

Occupiers  employing  labourers  - 

Ditto  not  employing  labourers  - 

Labourers  employed  in  agriculture 
Employed  in  retail  trade,  or  in  handicraft,  as  master 
or  workmen  ------ 

Capitalists,  &c.  ------ 

Labourers  employed  in  labour  not  agricultural 


- 1,085 

5 

- S4 

- 36 

- 1,019 

- 143 

- 409 


Houses  inhabited  - 1,351 

„ uninhabited  - - 136 

„ building  - - - 1 1 


The  population  of  Graigue,  included  within  the  limits  prescribed  by  the  Boundary  Bill 
amounted  in  1831  to  about  2,000;  and  there  are  upwards  of  300  inhabited  houses  in  it.  ^ 

22.  House-rent  is  low  here.  It  was  stated  that  the  occupants  of  houses,  of  the  annual 
value  of  £10  and  upwards,  would  furnish  a respectable  class  to  be  admitted  as  freemen  rf 
the  corporation. 

Of  this  class  there  are  in  the  town  of  Carlow  340,  and  about  30  in  the  suburb  of  Graigue 

There  were,  in  October  1833,  275  registered  voters;  265  voted  at  the  last  election 
According  to  the  Parliamentary  Returns  of  19th  May  1829,  and  11th  June  1830,  the  number 
of  electors  was  at  those  periods  13. 

This  town  is  a considerable  mart  for  agricultural  produce,  and  vast  quantities  of  corn  and 
butter  are  sold  here’and  transmitted  to  W aterford,  for  exportation.  It  possesses  great  advantages 
of  water  communication ; the  Barrow  is  navigable  to  Athy,  where  it  forms'  a junction  with  the 
grand  canal. 

The  town  is  not  lighted,  and  the  Act  of  9 Geo.  IV.  c.  84,  has  not.  been  adopted  here.  All 
the  streets  are  repaired  by  county  presentment,  the  two  principal  at  the  expense  of  the  county 
at  large,  the  others  by  the  barony  in  which  the  town  is  situate.  There  is  no  public  scavenger"; 
the  town  is  supplied  with  water  by  public  pumps. 

Tlie  corporation  haying,  in  consequence  of  the  departure  from  the  spirit  of  the  charters  by 
the  exclusion  of  inhabitants,  dwindled  to  a few,  chiefly  non-resident,  nominees  of  the  patron, 
without  any  functions  to  perform,  or  privileges  to  enjoy,  do  not  continue  to  exist  for  any 
beneficial  public  purpose. 

From  the  size  of  the  town  and  its  importance  as  a commercial  place,  a municipal  body, 
comprising  the  principal  inhabitants,  is  desired  as  an  instrument  of  local  government. 

The  existing  members  of  the  corporation  would  not  be  injured  by  being  deprived  of  offices, 
from  which  they  derive  but  little  benefit ; and  being  mostly  non-resident,  the  incorporation  o£ 
them  in  any  new  body  would  be  attended  with  no  advantage  to  the  public. 

It  would  he  most  difficult  for  any  municipal  authorities  to  govern  the  town  unless  the  suburb 
°‘  „ ra^.ue.J  whieh  is  in  fact  a continuation  of  the  town,  be  comprised  within  the  jurisdiction. 

Hie  limits  defined  by  the  Boundary  Bill,  comprehend  all  that  is  peculiarly  connected 
B *owrb  and  seem  to  be  those  which  should  regulate  the  municipal  jurisdiction. 

The  markets  are  injured  by  the  tolls  and  customs  as  at  present  collected  here,  and  the  people 
complain  not  only  of  the  amount,  but  of  the  application  of  them  to  the  benefit  of  individuals. 

23.  Copies  of  the  following  Documents  are  sent  with  this  Report,  namely : 

Three  Schedules  of  Tolls  and  Customs  of  Carlow. 

2..  Ditto  of  Graigue- 


HENRY  BALDWIN. 


Inquiry  held.  30th  September,  and  1st,  2d,  and  3d  October  1833,  before  John  Colhoun  and 
Henry  Baldwin. 
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DULEEK. 


BOROUGH  OF  DULEEK. 


1.  THE  Limits  of  the  Borough  of  Duleek  extended  lieyottcl  the  town  as  built  upon,  and  Limits. 
included  the  commons  of  Duleek  and  of  Gaskinstown,  which  comprise  together  nearly 

200  acres.  D 

2.  Walter  De  Lacy,  Lord  of  Meath,  “ enfeoffed  his  burgesses  of  Dyveleke,  and  their  Charter. 
successors,  with  divers  privileges,  laws,  and  customs,  according  to  the  laws  of  Bristol,  and 

with  divers  grants  of  divers  other  things.”  This  Charter  is  thus  recited  in  an  Act  of 

Parliament  of  20  Edward  IV.  purporting  to  have  been  passed  “ at  the  supplication  of  the  Act  of  20  Ed- 

portreeve,  burgesses,  and  commons  of  the  town  of  Duleek,”  and  which  states,  that  by  virtue  ward  IV. 

of  the  above  letters  patent,  feoffment,  and  grant.,  the  said  portreeve,  burgesses,  and 

commons  had  been  peaceably  seised  of  the  said  privileges,  laws,  and  customs,  and  also  of 

the  courts,  hundreds,  ways,  moors,  leassowes,  and  pastures,  with  their  appurtenances, 

up  to  that  time;  whereupon  it  was  enacted,  that  the  said  portreeve,  burgesses,  and 

commons  should  have,  occupy,  and  exercise,  as  well  the  premises  and  every  of  them,  as 

any  other  grants  made  to  them,  or  to  the  portreeve  of  the  said  town,  by  the  then  King. 

There  is  extant  an  Inspeximus  of  this  Act  of  Parliament,  hearing  date  the  26th  of  March,  Inspeximus  of 
11  James  II.  enrolled  in  Chancery,  (Rot.  Pat.  II  Jac.  II.  p.  2,  mg.)  which  was  obtained  at  1 1 ^ames  n* 
the  request  of  the  then  portreeve,  Andrew  Ram. 

3.  There  has  not  been  any  corporate  body  in  existence  here  since  1800 ; prior  to  that  Corporation 
period,  Duleek  was  a close  borough,  consisting  of  a few  non-resident  burgesses  and  freemen,  extiDct- 
selected  by  the  patron.  It  returned  two  members  to  the  Irish  Parliament,  and  a sum  of 

£15,000  was  paid  as  compensation  for  the  loss  of  the  elective  franchise,  at  the  Union,  to 
the  trustees  of  the  will  of  Henry  Bruen,  Esq.  who  had  purchased  the  borough  from  Mr.  Ram, 
its  former  patron. 


This  corporation  was  so  exclusive,  and  attracted  so  little  of  public  attention,  that  the  recollec- 
tion of  it  has  almost  passed  from  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants,  and  they  were  unable  to  give 
any  information!  respecting  the  officers,  save  that  for  some  years  before  the  Union,  they  had 
ceased  to  exercise  municipal  functions. 

4.  No  Books  or  Documents  relating  to  the  corporation  appear  to  be  in  existence.  Books  of  Proceed  - 

5.  There  is  no  evidence  that  the  corporation  at  any  time  exercised  any  Jurisdiction,  civil  *n®s' 

or  criminal,  or  were  connected  with  any  court.  Jurisdiction. 

Die  only  court  now  held  within  the  district  is  a court  of  Petty  Sessions,  which  sits  once  a petty  Sessions, 
week,  and  in  which  county  magistrates  preside. 

The  town  is  in  the  Dunshauglin  and  Trim  districts  for  Quarter  Sessions;  the  former  is  Quarter  Sessions, 
distant  about  11  miles,  the  latter  15. 

6.  There  are  ten  of  the  county  constabulary  with  a chief  constable  stationed  here ; they  Police, 
act  under  county  magistrates. 

7.  There  is  no  Prison.  Prison. 


8-  The  commons  of  Duleek  and  Gaskinstown  belonged  to  the  corporation.  They  Property. 
contained  nearly  200  acres  of  land ; it  was  stated  that  they  at  one  time  extended  to  300 
acres.  ’ J 


A custom  formerly  prevailed  of  walking  the  boundaries  of  these  commons.  Every  third  Fringing. 

a. nian  who  knew  the  mearings  rode  round  them  with  a flag.  This  ceremony  was  called, 
nngmg  the  commons;”  but,  notwithstanding  such  precaution,  the  boundaries  were  from 
ime  to  time  encroached  upon  by  neighbouring  landlords. 

Gaskinstown  contains  upwards  of  40  acres  of  land  of  inferior  quality.  It  was  in  a state  of  Gaskinstown 
^ ommonage  until  the  year  1832,  when  it  was  enclosed  by  poor  persons,  who  settled  and  built  Commons, 
pon  it,  after  dividing  it  amongst  themselves  in  lots  of  from  half  an  acre  to  four  or  five  acres, 
is  all  enclosed  now,  and  there  are  30  families  residing  on  it. 

The  Commons  of  Duleek”  adjoin  the  town,  and  contain  upwards  of  100  acres.  The  Commons  of 
?r  Part  °f  these  lands  is  still  unenclosed.  Within  the  last  few  years  some  cottages  have  Duleek, 
n U'^  uPon  them.  They  are  of  a good  quality,  and  might  be  converted  to  some  useful 
^e^K3Se’  at  present  they  are  of  little  advantage  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  district,  as  all 
con  ■><?S  *rfe  -m  indiscriminately.  By  the  magistrates  and  neighbouring  gentry  they  are 
si  erea  a nuisance,  as  affording  a place  of  settlement  to  persons  of  bad  character. 

It  w ^ere  is  a weekly  Market  held  here  on  Thursday,  and  there  are  four  Fairs  in  the  year.  Market  and 
inh  Vt  State^  *hat  Thursday  is  the  day  mentioned  in  the  patent  for  the  market.  The  Pairs, 
that  U wei;e  una-kie  to  refer  me  to  the  patent,  and  the  only  grant  of  fairs  or  markets 
ji  r, , aaJe  discovered,  is  by  patent,  hearing  date  the  15th  December  1338,  enrolled  (p. 
award  III.  p.  j,  m#  3^  an(q  granted  to  Theo  de  Verdun.  This  patent  authorizes  the 
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holding  of  a weekly  market  on  Friday,  and  one  fair  on  the  eve,  day,  and  morrow  r 
Exaltation  of  the  Cross,  (14th  September,)  and  five  days  after.  No  tolls  are  granted.0* 

10.  No  Tolls  or  Customs  have  been  collected  here  at  fairs,  or  markets,  within  recollection 

11.  The  streets  are  repaired  by  county  presentment. 

12.  The  town  and  commons  ofDuleek  contained  1,217  inhabitants,  according  to  the  census 


Their  occupations  were  as  follows : 

Families  chiefly  employed  in  agriculture  - - - . jgj 

Ditto  in  trade,  manufactures,  and  handicraft  - g^ 

All  other  families  not  comprised  in  the  two  preceding  classes  - 25 

Occupiers  employing  labourers  ------  g 

Ditto  not  employing  laboui'ers  ------  20 

Labourers  employed  in  agriculture  -----  p29  • 

Ditto  employed  in  retail  trade,  or  in  handicraft,  as  masters  or 
workmen  - - - - - . . 

Capitalists,  &c.  - - - - - - _ ■ g 

Labourers  employed  in  labour  not  agricultural  - - . jg 

Houses  inhabited  - - - - - . - - 233 

Ditto  uninhabited  *"7 

Ditto  building  - - - •-  - _ _ q 


13.  The  town  is  very  poor, -and  not  likely  materially  to  improve. . It  is  not  lighted. 

HENRY  BALDWIN. 

Inquiry  held  14th  September  1833. 
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Prescription. 


Market,  &c. 


Tolls. 


.Population. 


L THERE  has  not  been  any  municipal  Corporation  in  existence  here  since  1800.  Prior 
to  the  legislative  Union  this  borough  returned  two  Members  to  the  Irish  Parliament.  It 
belonged  to  the  Marquis  of  Downshire,  who  received  the  compensation,  £15,000,  at  the  time 
of  the  Union,  for  the  loss  of  the  elective  franchise. 

A few  non-residents  composed  the  corporation,  which  exercised  no  functions  bevond  that  of 
returning  Members  to  Parliament.  J 

No  corporate  magistrate  is  remembered  in  the  district. 

2.  No  information  could  be  obtained  there  as  to  whether  Fore  was  a corporation  bv 
prescription  or  by  charter,  but  it  seems  to  have  been  a Corporation  by  Prescription  only 
It  appears,  by  an  entry  in  the  Journals  of  the  Irish  House  of  Commons,  voL  i.  p.‘  115 
that  the  then  Attorney  General  informed  the  House  that  “ Fower”  returned  Members  to 
Parliament  although  he  could  find  no  charter  on  record  relating  to  them.  The  burgesses 
were  ordered  to  attend  the  House,  and  ultimately  two  Members  were  appointed  to  search  the 
records  “ for  all  such  corporations”  as  were  objected  to,  and  to  report  accordingly.  I have 
searched  m vain  for  the  report.  ° 


3.  There  is  no  Market  here. 

There  is  one  Fair  annually  held  on  the  30th  of  January. 

There  appears  upon  record,  (Rot.  Pat.  14  Jac.  I.  p.  3.  m.  13.  d.)  a patent  to  Pochard 
Lord  Delvin,  bearing  date  the  12th  February  1616,  for  a fair  to  be  held  on  the  15th  August 
at  bower,  or  Fore  Abbey,  with  a grant  of  the  customs  of  such  fair. 

4.  Tolls  and  Customs  are  collected  at  the  fair  by  the  lessee  of  the  Marquis  of  Westmeath; 
t ey  piocluce  a very  inconsiderable  sum.  The  tolls  of  Fore  were  mentioned  in  the  Act  of 
2 Edw.  I.  c.  9.  (See  Report  on  Athboy.) 

5.  There  is  no  court  held  in  the  town.  The  inhabitants  resort  to  the  petty  sessions  of  Castle- 
pollard,  distant  four  miles. 

On  the  Patent  Roll,  16  Edw.  IV.  p.  1.  m.  9.  in  the  Tower  of  London,  there  is  an  entry 
ot  a grant  of  the  manor  of  Fore,  and  other  manors,  to  Thomas  Danyell,  Knight.  I have  not 
been  able  to  ascertain  the  date  of  this  grant. 

of  12(TsoulsS  a Vei^  *ncons^erable  village,  consisting  of  20  houses,  and  containing  a population 


HENRY  BALDWIN. 


Inquiry  held  2d  October  1833. 
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BOROUGH  OF  HARRISTOWN. 


1.  THE  Limits  of  this  Borough  were  by  Charter  to  « extend  into  the  countv  of  tr;u 

SbTLtmhtunS  °f  1116  '°Wn'  !0°  ”*  ln  thC 

Borough  was  incorporated  by  a Charter  from  King  Charles  II.,  rented  in  th, 
tt.^-thtrd  year  of  h,s  retgn.  It  ,s  enrolled  in  Chancery.  (Rot,  Pat.  34  Charles  II  p i 

By  this  charter  King  Charles  granted  to  Sir  Maurice  Eustace,  that  Harristowne  Dnns. 
wne,  Carnallway,  Miltowne,  and  other  lands,  containing  together  about  4000  acres’  should 
Lelft  antf  vi  “T?’  \ th=  Manor  of  Harristolne,  with  power  to  hold  a Srt 

Leet  and  new  of  frank  pledge,  twtce  m the  year,  a Court  Baron  every  three  weeks  for  sums 
not  exceeding  40s.  English,  and  a law  day,  or  Court  of  Record,  tvhen  and  where  he  pleased  to 
take  cognizance  of  all  personal  and  mixed  actions,  not  exceeding  £10  in  amountVf  claim- 

hi  lralt‘°beTbld  \etT  Tescllals  *!'»,  by  Sir  Maurice  Eustace™J 

nens  and  assigns.  This  charter  also  granted  all  profits  of  said  courts  to  Sir  Maurice 

keetT’  R4alf„0W“'toaPPdtt  th™'  a"d  h-e  a prison,  and  to  n„I”«“ 

and  18th ^ Mav TJnTth  mV,?,  n lmarkf  on  erery  Saturday,  and  two  lairs  on  17th 
markets  andJu?V«M  * 4 l8*  °c‘ober;  and  granted  to  him  tile  tolls  of  the  fairs  and 

™ Hmitam  JE  th  V^r  a ■ thli  marhet.  It  declared  that  the  town  and  land, 
and  h -Iv?  8 1?W  T”tl0ned' should  be>  {wm  ‘henceforth,  ■■  a free  borough 

“i^T^ieKpe^  m°de  °f  ***»  “*«*•  “d  * 

beLIh*eTelhbL?„M?  lW0  to  the  Irish  ParUament,  and  the  right  of  voting 

it  The  hornmrJi  S+u  le  corporation,  the  body  was  kept  up  for  t.he  purpose  of  exercising 
Esq  recehS le  FW  °f  the  Lat0Uche  and  the  Union  John  Latouche? 

(£15-00?)  «ivea  for  the  bss  °f  franchise.  Tte 

Latonehe  Fsn  A o’  6 !°verelgn’  burgesses,  . aud  freemen  of  Harristown,  and  John 
to  fall  into  disuse  aud°°n  aS  dja5  dePr(ved  °I  ‘his  privilege,  the  corporation  was  suffered 
““  . “d ' ““  °f  “s  offices  have  been  filled  slice  1800. 

Even  previously  to  that  date  it  exercised  no  municipal  functions. 

4.  Harristown  is  now  a very  inconsiderable  village. 

HENRY  BALDWIN. 

Inquiry,  17th  September  1833,  by  John  Colhoun. 
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KELLS. 


BOROUGH  OF  KELLS. 


1.  THE  Limits  of  the  Borough  of  Kells  extend  about  one  mile  in  every  direction  beyond  Limits. 
the  town  as  built  upon,  and  include  all  that  is  peculiarly  connected  with  it.  There  are  no 
defined  boundaries. 

2.  The  earliest  Charter  on  record  relating  to  this  borough  was  granted  by  Walter  de  Lacy,  Charters. 

in  the  reign  of  King  Richard  I.  By  this  charter  De  Lacy  “granted  to  his  burgesses  of  Charter,  by  Walter 
Kenlis,  the  law  of  Bristol,  to  have  and  enjoy  to  them  and  to  their  heirs,  as  it  was  first  granted  1)6  Lacy- 
to  Bristol,  and  to  be  free  of  toll  through  all  his  lands  ; and  that  they  should  answer  no  plea 
out  of  their  hundred,  except  pleas  at  his  own  suit ; and  he  granted  three  acres  in  the  fields  to 
each  burgage.” 

There  is  extant  an  inspeximus  and  exemplification  of  this  charter  by  King  Richard  II.,  11  Richard  II. 
bearing  date  the  4th  day  of  June,  in  the  eleventh  year  of  his  reign,  (1388,)  and  purporting 
to  have  been  made  at  the  request  of  the  then  burgesses.  ° 

The  same  monarch  afterwards,  by  Charter,  bearing  date  the  3d  day  of  August,  in  the  12  Richard  II. 
twelfth  year  of  his  reign,  and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1388,  confirmed  the  charter  of  De  Lacy, 
and  declared  that  the  burgesses  should  have  and  enjoy  all  the  privileges  thereby  granted,' 
although  they  might  not  have  previously  exercised  them. 

King  Henry  VI.,  by  charter  dated  at  Tryme  the  21st  March,  in  the  sixteenth  year  of  his  16  Henry  VI. 
reign,  inspected  and  confirmed  the  charter  of  Richard  II.,  and  granted  to  the  sovereign,  provosts,  21st  March, 
burgesses,  and  commonalty  of  Kenlis,  and  to  their  heirs  and  successors  for  ever,  that  they 
might  not  answer  to  the  Court  of  the  Duke  of  York,  nor  to  any  of  his  officers  within  the 
liberty  of  Meath ; and  that,  they  might  have  their  hundreds  and  councils  within  the.  town,  as 
well  in  the  King’s  presence  as  in  that  of  the  Duke  of  York ; and  that  they  might  take  the 
customs  of  the  town  as  largely  as  the  city  of  Dublin  and  town  of  Drogheda. 

By  charter  bearing  date  the  6th  November,  4 Edward  IV.,  the  foregoing  charters  were  4 Edward  IV. 
confirmed.  6th  Nov. 

Edward  IV.  subsequently  granted  to  this  borough  a charter,  which  bears  date  the.  12th  8 Edward  IV. 
November,  in  the  eighth  year  of  his  reign.  This  charter  stated,  that  by  the  authority  of  the  12th  Nov. 
Parliament  held  at  Dublin,  on  the'Friday  next  after  the  feast  of  St.  Nicholas  the  Bishop,  then 
last  past,  he  granted  to  the  sovereign,  provosts,  burgesses,  and  commons  of  Kenlis,  and  their 
successors  for  ever,  that,  in  aid  of  the  enclosure  and  fortification  of  said  town,  they  might  levy 
the  following  customs  of  things  for  sale ; viz.,  a crannock  of  corn  (unthrashed)  “bladi’’  Id.  • 
acrannock  of  salt,  2d.;  a horse,  heifer,  hobby,  or  cow.  Id.;  a goshawk  or  tercel,  \d. ; a 
carcase  of  an  ox  or  cow,  \d. ; a hide,  of  an  ox,  cow,  horse,  or  heifer,  \d. ; four  sheep  or 
fnn  i’  ’>  ^Ve  d*sbes’  \d. ; 12  eels,  \d. ; 100  pelts  of  sheep,  with  or  without  the  wool,  2d. ; 

100  lambs’  pelts,  called  hobetfell,  \d. ; 100  pelts  of  eocklings,  hares,  conies,  foxes,  cats,  or 
squirrels,  \d. ; 100  pelts  of  stags,  otters,  or  deer,  ^d ; a hundred  of  Irish  cloth,  4 d. ; a 
undred  of  linen  cloth  or  web,  2d. ; an  entire.  English  cloth,  of  any  colour,  Id. ; an  entire 
nsh  cloth,  \d. ; a hood,  \d. ; a barrel  of  wine.  Id. ; a stone  of  tallow,  butter,  or  cheese,  \d. ; 
a car  load  of  tan  dust.  Id. ; 100  boards,  \d. ; a car  load  of  gross  building  materials,  \d. ; a 
car  load  of  wood,  \d. ; a stone  of  Bocks  and  coarse  thread,  \a. ; a hundred  of  onions,  4d. ; a 
orse  load  of  meal.  Id. ; a hundred  of  lead,  or  tin,  4d. ; a hundred  of  verdigrise,  or  of  any 
eggs.  Id.;  1000  iron  nails.  Id.;  100  spokes,  \d. ; a hundred  of  dried 
,s  '*“•>  a hundred  of  eels,  Id. ; 10  stone  of  hemp,  \d. ; a hundred  of  chequers,  \d.-,  a 
red  of  brass,  copper,  or  other  kind  of  batry,  2d. ; a pair  of  fowl,  \d. ; every  other  kind  of 
^erchandise,  to  the  value  of  2a1.,  \d.  And  that  the  sovereign  and  provosts  might  appoint  two 
™ of  the  town  to  collect  these  tolls,  and  might  expend  the  proceeds  on  the  town,  at  the 
0(l  re  ’.on  ofjhe  sovereign,  provosts,  burgesses,  and  commonalty,  for  the  time  being,  and  not 
elec/T86’  account  °*  the  expenditure  to  be  rendered  to  two  men  of  the  town,  to  be 
of  ft6  .^aUy  by  the  corporation  at  large,  and  not  at  the  Exchequer,  saving  the  franchises 
e °f  Lublin,  town  of  Drogheda,  and  of  other  ancient  cities ; and  also  the  right  of  the 
P*  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalom,  and  of  all  others. 

insDeM  s^n}e  monarch,  by  charter  dated  the  5th  January,  in  the  eleventh  year  of  his  reign,  ll  Edward  IV. 
at  DubT  Sre£0'n&  charter,  and  stated  that  in  pursuance  of  an  Act  of  the  Parliament,  held  5th  Jan- 

to  tlle  m 0n  F riday  next  after  the  feast  of  St  Catherine  the  Virgin,  then  last  past,  he  granted 
"0un  nV®rei£n>  burgesses,  and  commonalty,  and  their  successors,  that  they  might  use  the 
retail  anl  ^ P0undreh,  and  that  they  might  sell  wine,  beer,  and  all  kinds  of  victuals,  by 
of  i ’ ^ he  exonerated  the  inhabitants  from  an  annual  payment  for  the  moiety  of  acarucate 
bitants  b ?Upie.d  by  the  King’s  walls,  and  not  by  the  inhabitants,  but  for  which  the.inha- 
his  dem.t  previously  Paid ; and  from  all  subsidies,  taxfes,  and  tallies,  payable  to  himself  or 
Chipf  *•’  Sav,1,g  the  right,  of  Thomas  Fitzmorishe  Earl  of  Kildare,  and  of  John  Chever,. 
mef  Justice  of  the  King’s  Bench. 
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34  Henry  VIII. 
8th  July. 

James  II. 


Provisions  of. 


Title. 


Classes. 

Officers. 


Sovereign,  how 
elected. 


Residence. 

Deputy. 


Functions  of. 


Salary  of. 

Provosts,  how 
elected. 


Functions  of. 

Salaries. 

Burgesses,  how 
elected. 


King  Henry  VIII.,  by  charter  bearing  date  the  8th  day  of  July,  in  the  t.hirtv-fcn«i 
of  his  reign,  and  enrolled  in  the  Exchequer,  (Rot.  Mem.  29  Eliz.  m.  80,  f.,)  inspect  d'T 
several  charters  above  mentioned.  r e the 

The  last  Charter  relating  to  this  borough  was  granted  by  King  James  II.,  and  bear  i 
the  27th  day  of  February,  in  the  fourth  year  of  his  reign.  It  is  enrolled  in  Chancerv 
Pat.  4 Jac.  II.,  p.  1,  m.  34.)  * 

This  charter,  after  stating  that  Kells  alias  Kenlesse  was  an  ancient  borough,  and  that  th 
sovereign,  provosts,  burgesses,-  and  commonalty  were  accustomed  to  enjoy  "certain  liberh  ■- 
privileges,  and  franchises  within  the  borough,  but  that,  their  franchises  and  privileges  had  h • 
a judgment  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  in  Ireland,  been  seized  into  the  King’s  hand's,  declared 
that  the  town  of  Kells,  with  all  its  lands  and  appurtenances,  should  be  a free  borouvh  and 
should  extend  to  the  same  metes  and  bounds  as  theretofore,  and  that  there  should  be  within 
the  borough  a body  corporate,  consisting  of  one  sovereign,  two  provosts,  24  burgesses,  and  a 
commonalty,  and  that  all  the  inhabitants  within  the  borough  should  be  a body  corporate 
and  politic.  It  contained  a grant  of  a civil  court  for  all  pleas  to  the  extent  of  10  marks,  and 
reserved  to  the  chief  governor  of  Ireland  a power,  by  order  of  Privy  Council,  to  remove  at 
pleasure  any  of  the  officers  of  the  corporation. 

Although  the  charter  of  James  II.  was  founded  on  a judgment  which  was  subsequently 
held  to  be  void,  the  members  of  the  corporation  state  that  it  was  accepted,  and  is  acted  on 
concurrently  with  the  prior  charters,  which  of  course  were  not  legally  affected  by  that  judg- 
ment. 

The  books  and  all  documents  belonging  to  the  corporation  are  deposited  in  a chest  kept 
by  the  Marquis  of  Headfort,  who  is  the  patron  of  the  borough. 

3.  The  corporation  is  entitled,  in  the  charters  of  Henry  VIII.  and  of  James  II.,  “The 
Sovereign,  Provosts,  Burgesses,  and  Commonalty  of  the  Borough  of  Kells.” 

4.  It  consists  of  a sovereign,  provosts,  burgesses,  and  freemen,  and  there  is  a select  body 
called  a common  council. 

5.  The  Officers  are, 

One  Sovereign, 

Two  Provosts, 

Twenty-four  Burgesses, 

One  Recorder, 

One  Prothonotary  and  Town  Clerk, 

Two  Serjeants  at  Mace,  and 
Three  Clerks  of  the  Market. 

None  of  the  charters,  except  that  of  James  II.,  prescribe  the  mode  of  electing  officer*: 
when,  therefore,  throughout  this  Report,  allusion  is  made  to  the  charter  provisions,  in  this 
respect,  it  will  be  understood  as  referring  to  the  charter  of  James  II.  Prior  to  the  date  of 
that  charter,  it  is  probable  that  the  mode  of  election  was  governed  by  usage. 

By  charter,  the  Sovereign  is  to  be  annually  elected  orv  the  feast  of  St.  Peter  the  Apostle, 
(29th  June,)  by  a majority  of  the  sovereign,  provosts,  and  burgesses,  out  of  the  body  of  the 
burgesses,  to  serve  for  one  year,  from  the  29th  of  September  following ; and  Lord  Headfort 
has  been  annually  elected  to  the  office  for  the  last  17  successive  years.  He  is  proposed  by 
one  of  the  burgesses  in  open  court,  in  the  presence  of  the  corporation,  including  the  freemen, 
and  elected  by  acclamation.  He  is  sworn  on  every  29th  of  September. 

His  Lordship’s  Residence  is  near-the  town,  and  was  stated  to  be  within  the  limits. 

The  sovereign  does  not  appear  to  possess  by  charter  the  power  of  appointing  a Deputy, 
yet  he  generally  does  so. 

The  deputy  has  always  been  a resident  burgess. 

The  sovereign  is  a justice  of  the  peace  within  the  borough,  and  acts  as  such  at  petty  ad 
quarter  sessions,  and  performs  the  general  magisterial  business  of  the  district. 

He  is  clerk  of  the  market,  and  attends  to  its  regulations. 

He  presided  in  the  civil  court  of  the  borough,  as  long  as  that  court  existed;  and  preswo 
at  all  assemblies  of  the  corporation.  < 

When  there  is  a deputy  sovereign,  the  above  powers  and  duties  are  exercised  and  perfo 
by  him. 

The  sovereign  has  no  Salary  or  Emolument,  but  the  deputy  enjoys  a portion  of  the 
the  corporation,  called  “ Commons,”  as  will  be  presently  mentioned. 

The  charter  directs  that  the  Provosts  should  be  elected  by  the  same  persons,  and  on  ^ 
same  day,  as  the  sovereign,  out  of  the  body  “ of  the  burgesses  or  commonalty,’  to  ^ ^ 
one  year,  from  the  29th  of  September,  subsequent  to  the  election.  In  practice,  one 
provosts  is  elected  by  the  corporation  at  large,  and  the  other  nominated  by  Lord 
both  out  of  the  body  of  the  burgesses,  and  never  from  the  commonalty,  or  freemen. 

Since  the  civil  court  of  the  borough  has  fallen  into  disuse,  the  provosts  have 
business  to  discharge,  and  the  principal  duty  they  now  perform  is  that  of  billeting 
They  have  neither  Salaries  nor  Fees.  ^ ^ 

Burgesses  are  elected  by  a majority  of  the  sovereign,  provosts,  and  busgesses,  ^ ^ 
their  offices  until  death,  resignation,  or  amoval.  The  only  qualification  n.ecesS^orted  ffl, 
of  being  a freeman ; and  this  is,  in  effect,  avoided,  by  a practice  which  is  sometimes 
of  making  a person  a burgess  and  freeman  on  the  same  day. 

Some  of  the  present  burgesses  are  non-resident. 
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There  is  no  Roman  Catholic  a burgess.  A gentleman  of  that  persuasion  was  elected,  a KELLS- 
short  time  since,  on  a supposition  that  there  was  a vacancy,  but  he  was  not  sworn,  as  it  was 
afterwards  discovered  that,  the  number  was  complete  without  him, 

By  charter,  an  election  for  a burgess  should  take  place  within  seven  days  after  a vacancy. 

This  direction  as  to  time  is  not  attended  to,  nor  are  the  provisions  of  2 Geo.  I.  c.  19,  s.  9 and 
1 Geo.  II.  c.  9,  s.  9,  on  this  subject,  observed. 

Burgesses  have  no  Functions  to  perforin,  except  those  which  they  exercise  as  a portion  of  Functions, 
the  managing  part  of  the  corporation.  They  have  no  salaries.  Their  Privileges  consist  in  an  Privileges 
exemption  from  tolls  and  customs,  and  a right  to  a share  of " the  Commons.” 

By  charter,  a person  " skilled  in  the  laws’’  is  to  be  elected  Recorder,  for  life,  by  a majority  Recoider. 
of  the  sovereign,  provosts,  and  burgesses.  The  present  recorder  is  a barrister.  He  was 
nominated  by  Lord  Headfort,  and  elected  for  life  by  the  corporation  at  large. 

He  has  no  Functions  to  perform,  save  that  of  advising  the  corporation,  when  called  upon.  Functions  of. 

Be  receives  a Salary  of  £10  a-year.  Salary. 

The  “ Prothonotary  and  Town  Clerk  is,  by  charter,  to  be  elected  by  the  same  persons,  and  Prothonotary  and 
in  the  same  way,  as  the  recorder.  . The  present  prothonotary  was,  however,  appointed,  about  Town  Clerki 
15  years  since,  by  the  Marquis  of  Headfort,  without  election.  His  appointment  is  'durino- 
oood  behaviour.  Residence  is  deemed  necessaiy. 

By  the  charter  of  James,  neither  recorder  nor  prothonotary  could  act,  until  the  approbation 
of  his  appointment  was  obtained  from  the  chief  governor,  under  his  hand  and  seal. 

The  Duty  of  the  prothonotary  and  town  clerk  is  to  swear  in  members,  and  to  keep  the  Functions  of. 
accounts  of  the  corporation.  He  was  prothonotary  of  the  civil  court  of  the  borough.  He 
has  a Salary  of  £6  a-year,  and  some  fees  to  a trifling  amount.  Fomerly  fees  were  paid  to  Salary, 
him  by  burgesses  and  freemen,  on  their  being  sworn ; but  the  practice  does  not  prevail  at 
present,  and  such  payments,  when  made,  appear  to  have  been  considered  as  gratuities. 

Although  the  charter  prescribes  that  the  election  of  the  Serjeants  at  Mace  shall  be  made  Serjeants  at  Mace, 
hy  a majority  of  the  sovereign  and  burgesses,  yet  in  practice  one  only  is  so  elected,  and  the  how  appointed, 
other  is  appointed  by  Lord  Headfort,  without  any  election;  both  appointments  are  out  of  the 
body  of  the  freemen,  and  are  annually  made. 

The  serjeants  at  mace  executed  the  civil  process  of  the  borough  court,  when  it  was  held.  Functions  of. 

They  now  assist  the  sovereign,  or  his  deputy,  as  constables,  in  the  government  of  the  town. 

They  have  no  salary,  but  are  remunerated  by  a share  of  "the  Commons.” 

The  sovereign  is  made  by  charter  Clerk  of  the  Market,  as  already  observed,  and  no  others  Clerks  of  the 
are  mentioned  in  the  charters.  The  three  clerks  of  the  market  are  appointed  by  Lord  Head-  Market, 
fort  during  pleasure,  to  assist  the  sovereign  in  its  regulation. 

6.  Freemen  are  elected  for  life  by  the  same  persons  as  the  burgesses.  There  is  no  limit,  as  Freemen,  how 

to  numbers ; there  are,  at  present,  33  or  34  freemen,  which  is  the  usual  number.  admitted. 

The  provision  of  the  charter  of  J antes,  as  to  Inhabitants  being  of  the  commonalty,  has  received  Inhabitants, 
the  same  construction,  in  Kells,  that  similar  clauses  have  obtained  in  other  boroughs,  namely, 
as  not  conferring  a right  of  freedom  on  all  the  inhabitants,  but  limiting  the  commonalty  to 
such  only  as  have  been  admitted;  and  there  is  in  practice  no  inchoate  right  to  freedom  recog- 
nised here. 

Most  of  the  freemen  are  resident. 

There  are  two  Roman  Catholics  free;  both  of  whom  obtained  their  freedom  since  the  Roman. Catholics, 
passing  0f  the  Emancipation  Act,  in  1829.  They  were  proposed  by  Lord  Headfort ; and 
although  no  other  person  supported  by  him  had  ever  before  encountered  the  slightest 
opposition,  these  gentlemen,  who  were  personally  quite  unexceptionable,  obtained  their 
admission  only  by  a majority  of  one.  Nothing  short  of  a personal  exertion  on  the  part  of 
patron  could  procure  admission  for  a Roman  Catholic  into  this  corporation. 

Freemen  have  no  Duties  to  perform ; they  are  exempt  from  tells  and  customs,  and  entitled  Duties  and  Privi- 
j^sjjares  of  "the  Commons.”  Non-residents  are  not  allowed  to  enjoy  these,  or  any  other  leSes- 

7.  The  Common  Council  consists  of  the  sovereign,  portreeves,  and  a few  of  the  burgesses, 

**><>  are  nominated  by  Lord  Headfort  for  life.  h°W  app°mted- 

The  witnesses  differed  as  to  whether  they  went  through  the  form  of  election  by  the 
rotation.  As  the  body  is  at  present  constituted,  the  result  must  be  the  same,  whether  that 

^ is  observed  or  not. 

^0ttln1011  council,  at  present,  consists  of  six  persons,  of  whom  four  are  resident.  It 
corpomt’  ed  ^u^es  *°  perform,  save  that  of  inspecting  and  auditing  the  accounts  of  the 

Jj  common  council  constitutes  the  Select  Body.  The  entire  management  of  the  Select  Body. 

rs  of  the  corporation  is,  however,  in  the  hands  of  its  patron.  Lord  Headfort,  who 
“penally  calls  the  council  to  his  aid. 

thp  _ lordship  being  continuously  sovereign,  and  having  directly  the  nomination  of  one  of 
Pr°vosts,  and  probably  of  the  council,  and  indirectly  of  all  the  other  officers,  governs  the 
oecasi  1 °“  at  Pleasure ; and,  although  he  has  encountered  some  resistance  on  one  or  two 
ons’  ^ proceeded  principally  from  the  freemen,  and  his  power  is  still  uncontrolled. 
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Fees. 

Jurisdiction. 

Borough  Court, 
extinct. 


Quarter  Sessions 
Court. 

Petty  Sessions. 
Police. 

Prison. 

Chari  ties* 

Property. 

Lands. 

Quantity  of. 

How  used. 


The  stated  days  for  corporate  meetings  are  the  29th  of  June  and  29th  of  September,  in  every 
year,  besides  which  there  are  extraordinary  assemblages  as  often  as  occasion  requires.  Sucli 
however,  are  of  rare  occurrence.  ’ 

There  are  at  present  no  Fees  payable  on  admissions  to  freedom  or  appointment  to  any  office 
in  the  corporation.  The  stamp  duty  is  the  only  expense  attendant  on  admission  as  a burges« 
or  freeman. 

9.  The  corporation  have  not  any  exclusive  Jurisdiction,  criminal  or  civil. 

The  Civil  Court  of  the  Borough,  limited  by  the  charter  of  James  II.  to  10  marks,  appears 
by  the  corporation  books  to  have  fallen  into  disuse  in  the  year  1819.  Up  to  that  period,  it 
was  held  before  the  sovereign  or  his  deputy.  It  sat  on  Saturday,  although  the  charter  dav 
was  Tuesday.  There  was  always  a jury  summoned  by  the  provosts,  and  composed  exclu- 
sively  of  members  of  the  corporation.  There  were  formal  pleadings  in  this  court,  and  the 
costs  on  both  sides  amounted  to  about  £2  5s.,  but  the  expense  was  often  greatly  increased 
by  removal  of  the  cause,  by  certiorari,  to  the  superior  courts.  The  pleadings  and  proceed- 
ings to  decree  usually  occupied  about  one  month. 

The  want  of  this  court  does  not  appear  to  be  felt  by  the  inhabitants,  and  the  necessity  for  it 
is  superseded  by  .the  civil  bill  jurisdiction  of  the  assistant  barrister  at  Quarter  Sessions,  which 
are  held  at  Kells,  before  the  barrister  for  the  county  of  Meath  twice  in  every  year,  and  twice  a 
year  at  Navan,  (distant  eight  miles,)  for  the  division  in  which  Kells  is  situate. 

There  are  Petty  Sessions  held  in  this  town  every  week,  at  which  the  sovereign  presides,  with 
county  magistrates,  on  cases  arising  within  the  corporate  jurisdiction. 

10.  There  are  no  corporate  Police,  except  the  serjeants  at  mace.  The  county  constabulary 
do  duty  within  the  town.  There  are  one  chief  constable  and  15  constables  stationed  in  it. 

1 1 . There  is  no  borough  Gaol ; persons  arrested  within  the  district  are  committed  to  a 
county  bridewell,  which  is  within  the  limits. 

12.  The  corporation  are  not  connected  with  any  Charitable  Institution.  There  is  an  hospital,  a 
fever  house,  and  a dispensary,  within  the  town,  supported  by  county  presentments  with  the  aid 
of  voluntary  subscription. 

In  1817,  Mr.  Sylvester  Dempsey  bequeathed  to  the  trustees  of  his  will  £1,000,  for  the 
use  of  the  most  indigent  poor  of  the  parish  of  Kells ; and,  in  1828,  Mr.  John  Marshall  Barnes 
bequeathed  the  interest  of  £2,000,  at  the  death  of  certain  persons,  (still  living,)  to  the  poorof  the 
parish,  to  be  equally  divided  half-yearly,  without  religious  distinction,  by  clergymen  of  the 
parish.  The  borough  is  in  the  parish. 

13.  The  corporation  are  possessed  of  landed  Property,  which  was  stated  to  have  been  granted 
by  the  charters.  The  officers  were  unable  to  refer  to  any  grant  of  lands  but  that  of  the  three 
acres  to  each  burgage  contained  in  the  charter  of  Walter  De  Lacy. 

The  corporate  Lands  lie  to  the  west  of  the  town,  and  within  the  limits  of  the  borough; 
they  are  called  in  the  county  book,  “ the  Commons  of  Loyd,”  and  according  to  the  Down 
survey,  contain  305a.  Or.  12p.,  and,  by  a recent  survey,  312  acres.  There  are  also  delineated 
on  the  map  of  the  Down  Survey  of  the  parish  of  Kells,  the  “ White  Commons  of  Kells,"  there 
mentioned  to  contain  37a.  1r.  12p.  profitable;  but  these  I have  not  traced  into  the  possession 
of  the  corporation. 

It  was  stated  that  a denomination,  called  “ Shenies,”  containing  upwards  of  90  acres,  and 
now  in  the  possession  of  Lord  Headfort,  formerly  belonged  to  these  commons.  Shemes  was 
purchased  by  an  ancestor  of  Lord  Headfort,  from  a family  of  the  name  of  Woodward.  It 
was  alleged  that  this  denomination  was  taken  by  Cromwell  from  the  corporation,  and  granted 
to  the  Woodward  family. 

The  312  acres  in  the  possession  of  the  corporation  are  divided  into  six  fields,  and  thus  used. 
The  fields  are  broken  up  in  rotation  one  at  a time,  and  tilled  during  four  years.  Before  t e 
field  is  broken  the  members  of  the  corporation  repair  to  it,  with  a surveyor,  and  it  is  mar 
out  in  equal  lots,  according  to  the  existing  number  of  resident  members  of  the  body.  ^ 
resident  freeman  gets  one  lot,  each  portreeve  and  burgess  two  lots,  and  the  deputy  sovere'|“ 
five  lots.  A portion  of  the  field  (generally  five  or  six  acres)  is  set  apart  for  letting,  and 
rent  obtained  for  it  is  applied  to  pay  the  tithes  and  taxes  of  the  entire.  The  members  o 
their  lots  in  severalty  for  four  years,  and  cultivate  them  as  they  please ; and  at  the  eXP'.I^ar 
of  the  fourth  year  the  field  is  laid  down  with  grass  and  a new  one  is  broken,  when  a S1 
process  of  partition  takes  place.  The  other  five  fields  are  in  the  interim  in  pasture, a" 
right  of  depasturing  them  is  enjoyed  by  the  members  of  the  corporation,  in  the  same  p 
tions  as  they  hold  the  arable  land ; that  is  to  say,  the  deputy  sovereign  grazes  five  ne 
cattle  (called  “ bolls”)  for  every  two  grazed  by  the  portreeves  and  burgesses,  and  or 
one  grazed  by  the  freemen  ; with  this  addition,  however,  that  the  widow  of  anbnU[f  half  that 
a right  of  grazing  to  the  same  extent  as  a freeman,  and  the  widow  of  a freeman  to 
extent.  Tne  widows  do  not  obtain  any  portions  of  the  field  in  tillage.  .q 

The  circumstance  of  the  quantity  of  land  in  each  lot  being  regulated  by  the  nl™  gI^jon 
the  corporation,  affords  a strong  inducement  to  the  members  to  struggle  against  an  ex 
of  the  body. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS  IN  IRELAND.  185  MEATH. 


14.  The  following  grants  of  Fairs  and  Markets  to  be  held  at  Kells,  appear  on  record : 


Date  of  Grant.  j 

Enrolment. 

Grantee. 

Days  of  Holding.  Markets. 

10th  September  1607. 

P.  5 Jac.  I.  p.  2.  m.  8. 

Corporation. 

Fairs,  6th  October  and 
Ascension  Day,  and 
the  day  after  each. 

27th  February  168S. 

Lib.  43.  fol.  215. 

Corporation. 

’ 

Market,  Saturday. 

Fairs,  Ascension  Day 
and  the  day  after, 
and  the  5tli  and  6th 
of  October. 

4th  August  1G63. 

P.  15  Car.  II.  p.  2. 
m.  37. 

Sir  Hans  Hamilton, 
Bart. 

Grant  of  the  customs 
of  the  markets  and 
fairs  in  Kells,  for- 
merly  held  by  Tho- 
mas Nangle,  called 
Baron  of  Navan. 

10th  February  1679. 

P.  32  Car.  II.  p.  2. 
m.  13.  cl. 

T.  Taylor,  Esq. 

Fairs,  Friday  before 
Shrove  Mondaj’,and 
the  three  following 
days,  and  the  loth 
and  16th  of  August. 

2Sth  March  1776. 

Lib.  12.  f.  262. 

Earl  of  Bective. 

Fair  changed  from 
August  to  the  9th  of 
September. 

There  are  at  present  six  fairs  annually  held  here ; two,  namely,  on  Ascension  day,  and  on 
the  5th  of  October,  (old  style,)  are  held  under  the  charters,  and  to  the  tolls  of  these  fairs,  the 
corporation  are  entitled  ; and  four,  under  other  grants,  the  tolls  of  which  are  received  by  the 
Marquis  of  Headfort.  The  charges  at  all  the  fairs  are  the  same. 

There  is  a weekly  market  held  on  Saturday,  the  charter  day.  It  has  increased  considerably 
of  late  years,  so  much  so  as  to  have  rendered  it  necessary  to  extend  the  market  place,  which 
was  accordingly  done  in  the  year  1828. 

15.  Tolls  and  Customs  are  collected  at  the  fairs  and  markets.  Tolls  and  Customs. 

For  seven  years  prior  to  1828,  they  were  generally  let.  by  written  proposal,  and  produced  Average  Receipt, 
on  an  average  £157  a-year  to  the  corporation.  In  1828  they  were  let  for  £170,  but  an 
abatement  was  made  to  the  tenant,  in  consequence  of  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  public  to 
the  payment  of  them.  In  1829  . and  1830  collectors  were  appointed  by  the  sovereign,  but  very 
little  was  collected,  and  even  subsequently  the  receipts  have  not  been  considerable,  although 
they  have  increased.  The  produce  of  the  tolls  has  been  applied  in  lighting,  watching,  and  How  applied, 
cleansing  the  town,  and  providing  it  with  water  and  with  a -fire-engine.  Since  the  receipt  of 
the  tolls  has  been  interrupted,  the  lighting  and  watching  of  the  town  has  been  abandoned, 
and  the  fire-engine  is  not  kept,  the  present  receipts  being  insufficient  for  these  purposes. 

The  Schedule  under  which  tolls  are  now  collected  has  not  been  long  in  use.  It  was  Schedule, 
substituted  for  one  in  which  the  charges  were  higher,  and  was  adopted  in  consequence  of 
complaints  made  of  the  former.  Neither  of  them  were  conformable  with  the  schedule  given 
y the  charter  of  Edward  IV.  already  stated. 

The  statute  of  2 Edward  IV.,  mentioned  in  the  Report  on  Athboy,  equally  applied  to  Kells,  2 Edward  IV. 

I*  le . ls  named  in  it.  That  statute,  as  already  observed,  was  passed  to  obviate  doubts  of  the  Act  Parhament* 
e^ahty  of  collecting  customs  in  the  towns  of  Athboy,  Fower,  Kells,  Naas,  Navan,  and 
coUecti  mura£e’  Pav'age>  a*id  pontage,  and  to  enable  those  towns  to  continue  the 

In  consequence,  of  the  mode  of  treatment  of  the  corporation  lands  above  described,  no  Income. 

enue  whatever  is  derived  from  them  to  the  body,  and  its  Income  is  produced  entirely  from 
lhe  toHs  and  customs. 

Vli^  h T^e  Accounts  the  corporation  are  kept  by  the  prothonotary,  and  settled  annually  after  Accounts,  how  kept 

^le  Presence  of  the  sovereign  and  burgesses  ; but  access  to  them  has  been  and‘  settled‘ 
the  r-n  t0  • freemen-  They  are  not  audited  by  two  men  of  the  town  elected  annually  by 

On  r,?°ratl0y’.  as  prescribed  by  the  charter  of  8 Edward  IV. 
constit  A™  s^e  they  consist  of  the  receipt  of  tolls  and  customs.  The  matters  which 
u e he  disbursements  have  been  already  mentioned. 
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REPORTS  PROM  COMMISSIONERS  ON 


KELLS. 

For  year  ending 
Michaelmas  1827. 


Ditto  1S'23. 


Ditto  1S-29. 


Market  Jury. 


Bye-laws. 


Patronage. 
Local  Acts. 
Statistical 
Details. 


General  Obser- 
vations. 


In  the  account  from  Michaelmas  1S26  to  Michaelmas 
1827,  the  Receipts  amount  to 

Disbursements  ------ 

Balance  against  the  Corporation  - 

From  1827  to  1828,  Receipts 

Disbursements 

Balance 

From  182S  to  1829,  Receipts 

Expenditure  - 

Balance  against  the  Corporation  - 


£. 

s. 

d. 

131 

19 

6 

137 

1 

9 

£5 

2 

3 

176 

4 

3 

176 

4 

3 

£0 

0 

0 

127 

10 

0 

155 

5 

u 

£27 

15 

1! 

Since  1829  the  accounts  have  been  of  no  importance,  the  receipts  being  small;  and  the 
disbursements  were  stopped  in  consequence  of  the  failure  of  the  fund  which  was  to  meet  them. 
There  is,  on  a final  account,  a considerable  balance  against  the  corporation,  and  there  are 
some  debts  due  by  the  body. 

17.  The  sovereign  is  assisted  in  the  regulation  of  the  market  and  of  the  town  generally,  ly 
a Market  Jury  composed  exclusively  of  members  of  the  corporation.  This  body  is  assembled 
under  a bye-law,  and  acts  for  one  year,  commencing  at  Michaelmas.  Its  numbers  vary  from 
12  to  23.  This  jury  inspects  the  markets,  and  weights  and  measures,  and  seizes  unwholesome 
food  exposed  for  sale.  It  formerly  passed  presentments  towards  the  lighting,  and  cleansing, 
and  general  improvement  of  the  town,  in  aid  of  the  produce  of  the  tolls,  and  which  were 
assessed  on  the  district,  to  a trifling  amount.  The  levy  of  this  assessment  being  resisted, 
was  abandoned. 

The  market  jury  also  regulates  the  landed  property  of  the  corporation,  and  if  expense  is 
thereby  incurred,  collects  the  amount  from  the  members  of  the  corporation. 

1 S.  It  also  enacts  Bye-laws,  but  it  appears  that  the  corporation  at  large  exercise  the  power  of 
protesting  against  and  rejecting  its  enactments.  After  a bye-law  passes  the  jury,  it  is  read  in 
an  assembly  of  the  corporation  at  large,  and  if  adopted,  is  entered  on  the  corporation  book  and 
sealed  with  the  corporation  seal. 


19.  There  is  no  Patronage  exercised  by  the  corporation,  nor  are  there  any  Local  Acts  of 
Parliament  relating  to  the  district,  except  the  2 Edward  IV.  already  mentioned. 

20.  According  to  the  Return  of  1821,  the  population  of  the  town  of 


Kells  was  then  - - - 3,6 IS 

By  the  enumeration  of  1831,  in  that  year,  it  was  - 4,326 

Of  whom  there  were.  Males  -------  2,041 

„ Females  ------  2,285 

Their  occupations  were. 

Families  employed  in  agriculture  - - - - 25 

Ditto,  chiefly  employed  in  trade,  manufacture,  and 

handicraft  - --  --  --  - 389 

All  others,  not  comprised  in  the  two  preceding  classes  - 421 

Occupiers  employing  labourers  -----  9 

Ditto,  not  employing  labourers  -----  3 

Labourers  employed  in  agriculture  - 32 

Employed  in  retail  trade  or  in  handicraft,  as  masters  or 

workmen  - --  --  --  - 506 

Capitalists,  &c.  -------  - 72 

Labourers  employed  in  labour,  not  agricultural  - - 354 

Houses, 

Inhabited 6S9 

Uninhabited  - 23 

Building  - - - - - 22 

Families  -----  835 


21.  Kells,  anciently  called  Kenlesse,  is  a place  of  great  antiquity.  , . . 

It  was  wallecl  and  fortified,  and  appears  to  have  attracted  the  particular  attention  ot  t e 
English  settlers  from  the  period  of  their  arrival  in  this  country.  . , 

It  sent  Members  to  the  Irish  Parliament,  in  the  second  year  of  Elizabeth,  and  contmu 
do  so  up  to  the  time  of  the  Legislative  Union.  It  was  then  deprived  of  that  privilege,  ai 
the  usual  compensation  for  the  loss  of  the  elective  franchise,  under  the  40  Geo.  Ill-  c-  : 
was  granted  to  Thomas  Marquis  of  Headfort,  by  the  style  of  Earl  of  Bective,  to  be  pa 
to  the  trustees  of  his  marriage  settlement.  . , ue 

Although  it  has  not  preserved  its  relative  importance,  Kells  is  still  a town  of  consi  e 
note.  , 

Its  principal  street  is  very  broad,  and,  to  the  width  of  21  feet,  is  repaired  by  *"e 
presentment,  as  a public  road.  The  remainder  was  formerly  kept  in  order  out  of  the  • ^ 
of  the  tolls  and  customs,  and  is  latterly  at  the  private  expense  of  the  Marquis  ot  tie- 
His  lordship  is  the  proprietor  of  the  town. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS  IN  IRELAND.  IS7 

The  streets  generally  are  wejl  kept,  and  the  town  presents  an  appearance  of  cleanliness  and 
comfort  beyond  what  is  generally  met  with  in  country  towns. 

No  attempt  has  been  made  to  put  in  force  the  provisions  of  the  9 George  IV.  c.  82,  for 
lighting  and  improving  the  town. 

'The°corporation  is  complained  of  as  being  exclusive  and  intolerant,  and  the  almost  total 
exclusion  of  Roman  Catholics  in  a district  where  they  are  numerically  to  all  other  sects 
indie  proportion  of  ten  to  one,  has  afforded  just  cause  of  complaint  to  the  inhabitants.  As 
an  instrument  of  local  government,  it  is,  as  at  present  constituted,  utterly  inefficient,  and  the 
public  derive  no  advantage  from  its  existence  except  such  as  results  from  the  superintendence  of 
a local  magistrate. 

HENRY  BALDWIN. 

Inquiry  held  at  Kells,  the  6th  and  7th  Sept.  1833,  before  John  Colhoun  and 
Henry  Baldwin. 


M.  C.  I. 


3 B 
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BOROUGH  OF  KILBEGGAN. 


1.  THE  Limits  of  the  Borough  of  Kilbeggan  are  marked  by  well-defined  boundaries 
maintained  to  the  present  day.  The  borough  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  lands  of  Coola-’ 
on  the  east,  by  a boundary  ditch,  near  Booth’s  houses ; on  the  south,  by  the  corporation 
drain,  up  to  the  New  Canal  Harbour;  and  on  the  west,  by  another  drain,  also  called  the 
corporation  drain,  on  the  road  leading  to  the  town  of  Moate,  being  a distance  of  about 
a quarter  of  a mile  on  every  side  beyond  the  buildings  of  the  town;  and  no  part  of  the 
corporation  district  is  separated  from  the  rest  by  the  intervention  of  any  other  lands.  These 
boundaries  are  not  prescribed  by  charter,  but  have  been  established  by  usage. 

2.  The  borough  appears  to  have  been  incorporated  by  King  James  I.,  by  a Charter 
bearing  date  the  27th  day  of  February,  in  the  tenth  year  of  his  reign.  This  charter,  which  is 
enrolled  in  Chancery,  (Rot.  Pat.  10  Jac.  I.  p.  4,  m.  36,)  prescribes  the  mode  of  election  of 
(he  portreeve,  free  burgesses,  and  freemen,  establishes  a Court  of  Record  for  all  pleas  not 
exceeding  five  marks,  and  constitutes  the  portreeve  clerk  of  the  market.  It  also  conferred 
upon  the  portreeve  and  burgesses  the  right  of  returning  two  Members  to  Parliament.  A 
sum  of  £15,000  was  paid  at  the  Union,  to  Gustavus  Lambart,  Esq.,  as  Compensation  for  the 
loss  of  the  elective  franchise. 


The  Charter  of  the  tenth  of  J ames  I.  is  the  only  one  known  to  the  corporation. 

3.  It  gives  to  the  corporation  the  title  of  “The  Portreeve,  Free  Burgesses,  and  Commonalty 
of  the  Borough  of  Kilbeggan.” 

4.  The  body  consists  of  one  portreeve,  twelve  burgesses,  an  unlimited  number  of  freemen. 

5.  The  other  charter-officers  are  two  serjeants  at  mace ; and  there  are  a recorder,  a town 
clerk,  and  a seneschal,  who  are  not  mentioned  in  the  charter. 


The  Portreeve,  or  provost,  should,  according  to  the  charter,  be  elected  annually,  on  the 
24th  ot  June,  by  the  major  part  of  the  portreeve  and  burgesses,  from  the  body  of  the 
burgesses,  to  serve  for  one  year  from  the  29th  of  September  following,  and  thence  until  a 
successor  should  he  elected  and  sworn.  In  practice,  the  portreeve  is  named  by  Mr. 
Lambart,  of  Beaupark,  the  “ patron ;”  and  the  form  of  election  is  gone  through  on  the 
-4th  of  June  next  after  the  nomination,  and  the  nominee  continues  to  act,  sometimes,  without 
the  form  of  election  being  repeated,  or  his  being  resworn,  for  several  years,  and  until  another 
is  proposed  by  the  patron. 


The  present  portreeve  is  the  law-agent  of  Mr.  Lambart,  and  was  nominated  by  him,  and 
consequently  elected  by  the  burgesses,  in  the  year  1819,  and  he  has  acted  continuously  since. 
Luring  this  interval,  he  has  been  elected  and  sworn  only  four  or  five  times. 

01  late  years  the  elections  have  been  generally  made  by  only  two  burgesses,  and  always  by 
a number  under  seven,  including  the  portreeve ; the  corporation  acting  on  the  supposition 
hat  there  is  no  restriction  as  to  the  number  of  electors.  This  is  plainly  a misapprehension 
on  their  part,  as  the  charter  directs  that  the  elections  shall  be.  made  by  the  portreeve  and  free 
burgesses,  " or  the  major  part  of  them,”  and  all  modern  elections  having  been  made  by  a 
number  less  than  the  major  part,  appear  to  have  been  illegal. 

Being  a practising  solicitor,  the  present  portreeve  resides  in  Dublin  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  year.  He  has  a residence  near  Kilbeggan,  but  not  within  the.  limits  of  the 
orough.  He  has  not  appointed  a deputy.  It  appears  "by  the  corporation  hooks,  that  there 
are  been  deputies,  although  such  appointment  is  not  authorized  by  charter. 

Tlie  portreeve  is  a justice  of  the  peace  within  the  district. 

He  is  also  clerk  of  the  market.  His  duties,  as  such,  are  to  regulate  the  weights  and 
easures,  and  prevent  unwholesome  food  being  exposed  for  sale. 
resideii6  ^U^eS  canno*-  Be  efficiently  fulfilled  by  the  present  portreeve,  by  reason  of  his  non- 
Ha  presides  occasionally  in  the  Borough  Court 
tran  6 P,°rtreeve  Bas  not,  and  never  had,  a fixed  Salary.  He  claims  to  be  entitled  to  the 
e and  public  pound.  He  has  let  them  for  the  last  four  years  for  £50  per  annum. 
betf116  'JrSesses>  By  charter,  were  to  be  elected  by  the  portreeve  and  burgesses,  “ from  the 
Wn f r more  w?rtBy  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  borough.”  In  practice,  inhabitancy  having 
fwlif  } eiue^"  W^B  by  the  21  Geo.  II.  c.  10,  s.  8,  is  not  required.  Burgesses  are  elected 
e>  oy  the  portreeve  and  burgesses,  from  the  freemen,  at  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Lambart. 
fhat  t?  1S  re,  Qualification  required,  save  that  of  being  a freeman ; and  it  frequently  occurs, 
aft.’  5uafify  a person  to  become  a burgess,  he  is  first  elected  a freeman,  and  immediately 

a uurgess. 

e persons  elected  are  always  in  the  interest  of  Mr.  Lambart. 
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Functions. 
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how  appointed. 


Functions  of. 
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how  appointed. 

Freemen,  how 
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Fee  Stamps. 


Resident. 
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Jurisdiction. 
Borough  Court. 


Jury. 

Cases,  Number  of. 


Fees. 


Sittings. 


Petty  Sessions. 


Quarter  Sessions. 


Bye-laws. 


Prison  and  Police. 


Burgesses  are  only  elected  on  the  two  stated  days  of  meeting,  namely,  tile  24th  of  T 
and  29th  of  September;  so  that,  if  a vacancy  occurred  on  the  30th  of  September  it  n 
not  be  filled  for  nearly  nine  months,  although  the  charter  requires  that  it  should  be  sunT  i 
within  seven  days.  The  provisions  of  the  2 Geo.  I.  c.  19,  s.  9,  and  1 Geo.  II  c Q « a 'e' 
not  attended  to.  ' 'S'a'are 

Of  the  twelve  burgesses,  only  two  reside  within  the  limits.  Seven  were  stated  to  live 
the  town.  near 

Two  of  the  burgesses  are  Roman  Catholics.  There  is  no  other  Dissenter  a burgess 
Burgesses  perform  no  duty,  save  that  of  electing  the  nominees  of  the  patron  to  cornorat 
offices.  ^ e 

For  several  years,  there  has  been  but  one  Serjeant  at  Mace.  He  is  appointed  by  the 
portreeve,  during  good  behaviour.  3 

By  charter,  the  serjeants  at  mace,  and  other  inferior  officers,  were  to  be  elected  by  (he 
corporation  at  large.  3 

The  serjeant  at  mace  executes  the  process  of  the  Borough  Court 
He  has  no  salary,  but  receives  Fees  arising  on  his  duties  in  the  Borough  Court,  namelv 
Is.  on  an  attachment.  Is.  for  executing  a decree,  and  6 d.  for  serving  a summons. 

The  Recorder,  Town  Clerk,  and  Seneschal  are  nominated  by  Mr.  Lambart,  durino'  good 
behaviour.  They  have  neither  duties  nor  emoluments,  and  their  offices  are  merely  honorary. 

6.  The  charter  declares,  that.  “ the  inhabitants  of  the  borough,  and  so  many  and  such 
other  persons  as  the  portreeve  and  burgesses  shall  admit,  shall  be  free  of  the  corporation.’’ 
In  practice,  this  provision  is  not  now  held  to  confer  any  right  to  freedom  by  virtue  of  resi- 
dence ; and  none  are  free  but  those  actually  admitted  by  the  portreeve  and  burgesses. 

There  is  no  Fee  payable  on  admission,  and  none  of  the  admissions  have  been  on  Stamps; 
there  is,  therefore,  no  expense  whatsoever  incurred  on  the  admission  of  a freeman  or  burgess. 
The  election  is  for  life. 

There  are,  at  present,  about  35  freemen;  of  these,  12  are  Roman  Catholics,  and  one  a 
Protestant  Dissenter.  All  the  Roman  Catholic  freemen,  except  one,  were  admitted  before  1S29. 
Of  the  freemen,  21  are  resident  within  the  limits  of  the  borough. 

Freemen  have  no  Duties  to  perform.  Burgesses  and  freemen  are  free  of  cranage  and 
pound  fees,  and  enjoy  the  Privilege  of  being  brought  before  the  Borough  Court  by  summons 
instead  of  by  attachment. 

7.  The  corporation  have  not  any  exclusive  Jurisdiction. 

There  is  a civil  Court  of  Record  held  here  under  the  charter,  which  limits  its  jurisdiction  to 
five  marks.  It  is  called  “ the  Borough  Court  of  Kilbeggan.” 

The  Proceeding  is  by  summons,  when  a member  of  the  corporation  is  the  defendant;  and 
by  attachment,  in  the  case  of  any  other  person. 

The  attachment  issues  on  a statement  of  debt,  without  oath,  notwithstanding  the  36  Geo.  III. 
c.  39,  and  is  against  the  goods,  and  never  against  the  person. 

When  goods  are  seized,  the  defendant  either  gives  as  bail  some  person  resident  within  the 
limits,  or  the  goods  are  impounded. 

In  practice,  the  attachment  generally  procures  payment  of  the  debt.  When  it  does  not, 
the  trial  is  held  before  the  portreeve  and  a Jury  composed  of  the  inhabitants  generally; 
formerly  the  juries  consisted  exclusively  of  freemen. 

About  200  Cases  have  been  instituted,  and  100  tried  in  this  court  within  the  last  five  years. 
There  has  been  hut  one  certiorari  since  1819,  and  no  writ  of  error;  the  decree  is  against  the 
goods  only,  and  is  rarely  executed  upon  the  defendant’s  property. 

The  Fees  are,  for  the  attachment,  3s.  to  the  portreeve;  and  Is.  to  the  serjeant.  at  mace, for 
executing  it.  There  is  no  other  expense  before  the  trial.  At  the  trial  each  party  pays  Is.  to 
the.  portreeve,  and  3s.  Ad.  is  paid  to  him  for  the  judgment,  and  Is.  to  the  town  clerk  on 
executions.  The  portreeve  frequently  remits  his  fees,  if  the  defendant  will  pay  the  amount 
of  the  judgment  within  a certain  time. 

By  charter,  this  court  was  to  be  held  on  Saturday  in  every  week,  hut  in  practice  it  has  no 
stated  day  for  sitting.  It  was  held  hut  once  in  1833,  up  to  the  latter  end  of  September,  and 
twice  in  1832.  It  generally  sits  once  a year,  and  its  Sittings  never  exceed  a day  at  a time. 

There  is  no  other  court  here,  except  the  Court  of  Petty  Sessions,  which  is  holden  ever? 
Saturday,  and  at  which  county  magistrates  preside,  sometimes  with  the  portreeve,  but  much 
oftener  without  him. 

. For  Quarter  Sessions,  Kilbeggan  is  in  the  district  of  Moate,  where  sessions  are  held  four 
times  a-year. 

8.  The  corporation  formerly  exercised  the  power  of  making  Bye-laws  in  Court  Leel,  thrtmS^ 
the  intervention  of  ajury  of  23 ; the  jury  having  presented  the  law,  it  was  entered  on  the  ° 
and  received  as  binding  without  the  sanction  of  the  body  at  large.  No  bye-laws  have 
recently  made,  as  no  jury  has  been  empannelled  of  late  years. 

9.  There  is  no  corporate  Prison,  nor,  except  the  serjeant  at  mace,  any  corporate  M*- 
1 he  county  constabulary  act  here  under  the  direction  of  the  portreeve,  as  a magistra  e , 

are  one  chief  constable  and  seven  constables  stationed  in  the  town. 
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10.  There  is  no  charitable  foundation  under  the  superintendence  of  the  corporation ; there  kilbegsan. 

are  within  the  district,  a Charity  School,  supported  by  private  subscription,  for  the  education  of  Schools  and 
Protestant  boys ; a charitable  loan  fund ; and  a dispensary.  Charities. 

11.  The  corporation  have  not,  since  1819,  imposed  any  Pines  on  their  own  members.  The  Fines, 
portreeve,  as  a justice  of  the  peace,  has  inflicted  some,  and  the  amount  has  been  distributed 

in  charity. 

12.  The  corporation  have  no  income  at  present.  Several  old  witnesses  were  examined,  whose  Pmpehiy 
recollection  extended  back  to  upwards  of  60  years,  and  within  that  period  there  has  not  been 

any  landed  Property  in  the  possession  of  the  corporation.  They  stated  there  was,  as  there 
stiil  is,  a general  impression,  that  extensive  commons  formerly  belonged  to  the  body. 

The  reputation  is,  that  the  commons  passed  several  years  ago  into  the  possession  of  Sir 
Lambert  Crombie  and  Mr.  Lambart,  but  no  evidence  was  produced  to  justify  the  sup- 
position. 

13.  It  may  be  stated  that  the  Tolls  and  Customs  have  not  been  received  here.  Two  or  Tolls  and  Customs, 
three  attempts  were  made,  prior  to  1819,  to  collect  them,  but  not,  being  successful,  they  were 

not  persisted  in. 

14.  There  is  a Craner  appointed  by  the  portreeve;  for  the  last  four  years  he  has  paid  that  Cranage, 
officer  a rent  of  £ 50  per  annum  for  the  crane  and  pound.  Complaints,  apparently  well  founded.  Weights, 
nere  made  of  the  incorrectness  of  the  Weights  and  Measures.  The  weights  were  very  old,  and 

had  not  been  regulated  for  several  years.  I have  reason  to  believe  that  since  the  Inquiry 
at  Kilbeggan,  new  weights  have  been  supplied,  and  are  now  in  use.  1 J 

The  craner’s  Charges  are,  for  a bag  containing  from  one  to  10  stone.  Id;  from  10  to  12  Charges, 
stone,  lid;  from  14  to  24  stone,  2d;  and  for  any  weight  beyond  24  stone,  2*d  These 
charges  much  exceed  the  legal  rates  established  by  the  4 Anne,  c.  14,  and  25  Geo.  II.  c.  15. 

15.  The  grants  of  fairs  and  markets  for  this  town  appear  as  follows : 

Fairs  and  Markets. 

Market,  Saturday. 

Fair  29th  September, 
and  two  days  after. 

Regrant  of  the  market. 

Grant  of  two  additional 
fairs,  on  6th  of  June 
and  18th  October. 


The  Market  is  held  on  every  Saturday ; and  there  are  four  Fairs  in  the  year,  namely,  on 
the  Loth  of  March,  16th  of  June,  18th  of  August,  and  28th  of  October. 

The  market  house  or  tholsel  was  built  at  the  private  expense  of  Mr.  Lambart,  for  the  use 
of  the  corporation. 

16.  There  is  no  Local  Act  of  Parliament,  relating  to  the  corporation  or  borough. 

17.  The  following  Table  shows  the  numbers  and  occupations  of  the  population  of  the  town 
in  the  year  1831 : 


Population 1,985 

Males 901 

Males  upwards  of  20  years  of  age  - - 464 

Females 1,0S4 

Religious  persuasions  : 

Roman  Catholics  -----  1,900 

Protestants 54 

Dissenters  - - - 31 

Occupations : 

Occupiers  employing  labourers  - 3 

,t  not  employing  labourers  - - 13 

Labourers  employed  in  agriculture  - - 96 

,,  in  manufacture  - 17 

„ in  retail  trade,  or  in 

handicraft,  as  masters  or  workmen  - 150 

Capitalists 32 

Labourers  employed  in  labour  not  agricultural  113 

Other  Males,  20  years  old  (except  servants)  29 


Houses : 

305 
4 
1 

146 
204 
431 


Inhabited 
Uninhabited  - 
Building 
Slated  Houses 
Thatched 
Families 


Markets  and 
Fairs. 


Local  Acts. 

Statistical 

Details. 


Date  of  Grant. 

Enrolment. 

Grantee. 

— 

— 

— 

1st  July  1606. 

P.  4 Jac.  I.  p.  l.m.  7. 

Sir  Oliver  Lambart, 
Knight. 

16th  February  1620. 

P.  19.  Jac.  I.  p.  2.  m. 
21. 

Charles  Lord  Lambart. 
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State  and  Prospects. 


18.  The  principal  street  is  kept  in  repair  by  the  trustees  of  the  turnpike  road,  the  other'  1 
minty  presentments ; they  are  neither  lighted  nor  watched,  and  no  attempt,  has  been  rn  1 
;o  introduce  the  provisions  of  the  9 Geo.  Iv.,  c.  82,  for  those  purposes.  aap 


The  town  is  improving ; and  a branch  of  the  grand  canal,  recently  cut  to  it,  holds 
orospects  of  further  commercial  advantages. 

The  corporation  is  wholly  destitute  of  funds,  and,  as  at  present  constituted,  utterly  usele« 
br  any  public  purpose. 

HENRY  BALDWIN. 


Inquiry  held  5th  September  1833,  before  John  Colhoun  and  Henry  Baldwin. 
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THE  BOROUGH  OF  KILDARE. 
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KILDARE. 


BOROUGH  OF  KILDARE. 


1.  THE  Limits  of  the  Borough  of  Kildare  extend  considerably  beyond  the  town,  and  are  Limits 
stated  to  include  about  3,000  acres  of  land,  known  by  the  name  of  "the  Curragh,”  and  700 

acres  of  common,  lying  to  the  south  of  the  town,  called, "the  King’s  Bog  or  °Commons  of 
Kildare.” 

These  appear  to  be  inconvenient  limits  for  municipal  jurisdiction,  inasmuch  as  their  extent 
beyond  the  town,  in  different  directions,  is  very  unequal,  and  as  portions  of  the  district  are 
separated  from  the  rest  by  the  intervention  of  other  lands. 

It  appears  by  ancient  records  that  William  De  Vescy,  in  the  twenty-fifth  year  of  Edward  I.,  25  Edward  I. 
and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1297,  surrendered  to  King  Edward  " his  castle,  manor,  and  county 
of  Kildare,  with  their  appurtenances  and  liberties;”  and  that  by  letters  patent,  bearing  date 
the  ISth  of  February,  in  the  same  year,  Edward  empowered  his  chief  justice  and  other  persons 
to  take  possession  of  the  same,  and  keep  them  for  his  use  until  further  order. 

King  Edward  II.,  by  letters  patent  bearing  date  the  2d  day  of  August,  in  the  thirteenth  year  1 3 Edward  II. 
of  his  reign,  and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1319,  granted  to  John  Fitz-Thomas,  and  to  the  1319- 
heirs  male  of  his  body  lawfully  begotten,  the  castle  and  town  of  Kildare,  with  the  liberties  to 
the  town  and  castle  appertaining,  at  the  service  of  five  knights’  fees  for  ever. 

The  above  documents  relate  to  the  town  of  Kildare,  without  any  allusion  to  a corporation ; 
and  I have  not  been  able  to  discover  in  Chancery,  or  Exchequer,  in  Ireland,  any  record  of  an 
enrolment  of  a charter,  except  one,  of  the  4 James  II.,  of  which  mention  will  be  presently 
made.  There  was  no  charter,  or  copy  of  a charter,  in  the  possession  of  any  person  who 
attended  the  Inquiry  at  Kildare.  It  was  stated  by  gentlemen,  who  had  been  for  many  years 
members  of  the  corporation,  that  Charles  II.  had  granted  a charter  to  this  borough;  but, 
although  diligent  search  has  been  made,  no  enrolment  or  trace  of  any  such  charter  Eas  been 
found. 

An  original  charter  of  Kildare  has  been  found  in  the  record  office  of  the  Court  of  Chancery. 

It  is  truly  described  in  the  book  of  reference  in  that  office,  as  " a fragment  of  an  old  charter 
of  the  town  of  Kildare.”  It  is  so  torn  and  obliterated  as  to  be  almost  illegible.  It  is  a 
charter  of  one  of  the  Henrys ; (probably  the  Eighth;)  it  is  dated"  7th  October,”  and  contains 
a schedule  of  tolls  for  murage  and  other  public  purposes. 

I find  in  the  second  volume  of  the  " Journals  of  the  House  of  Commons,”  of  Ireland, 
p.  539,  a report  upon  a petition  of  the  " burgesses  of  the  corporation  of  Kildare,”  under 
date  the  7th  of  October  1707,  in  which  a witness  is  reported  to  have  stated  before  the  com- 
mittee that  the  charter  was  lost. 

2.  A Charter  was  granted  by  King  James  II.,  dated  the  31st  of  March,  in  the  fourth  year  of  Charters. 

ms  reign.  It  is  enrolled  in  Chancery.  (Rot.  Pat.  4 Jac.  II.  p.  2,  No.  121.)  After  reciting  that  Charter  of  4 Jac.  II. 
Kildare  had  been  an  ancient  borough,  but  that  its  franchises,  liberties,  and  privileges  had  been  31st  March, 
sized  into  the  King’s  hands  by  a judgment  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  this  charter  declared  that 
Kildare  should  be  a free  borough,  extending  to  the  same  metes  and  bounds  as  at  any 
former  period,  and  that  its  corporation  should  consist  of  one  sovereign,  two  provosts,  twenty 
burgesses,  and  a commonalty ; and  that  all  the  inhabitants  within  the  borough  should  be  one 
body  politic.  It  prescribed  the  mode  of  electing  the  officers,  contained  a grant  of  a court 
limited  to  five  marks,  granted  a free  market  on  every  Monday,  and  confirmed  to  the  corpora- 
tion all  the  lands,  messuages,  curtilages,  customs,  petty  duties,  tolls,  markets  and  fairs, 
franchises  and  liberties,  which  they  had  at  any  time  enjoyed.  It  reserved  to  the  chief  governor 
of  Ireland  for  the  time  being,  the  power  of  removing  all  or  any  of  the  officers  of  the  corpora- 
ls11’ and  conferred  upon  the  sovereign,  portreeve,  and  burgesses  the  right  of  returning  two 
Members  to  Parliament.  This  charter,  like  the  others  of  James  II.,  was  founded  on  a void 
judgment,  the  Exchequer  having  no  jurisdiction  to  entertain  proceedings  in  quo  warranto. 

3.  The  Title  given  to  the  corporation  by  this  charter,  is  that  of  " The  Sovereign,  Portreeves,  Title, 
urgesses,  and  Freemen  of  the  Borough  of  Kildare.” 

4.  The  Officers  of  the  corporation  were.  Officers. 

One  Sovereign, 

Two  Portreeves, 

Twenty  Burgesses, 

One  Recorder, 

One  Prothonotary  or  Town  Clerk, 

Two  Serjeants  at  Mace,  or  Town  Bailiffs;  and  there  were  also  Freemen. 
th^K^  Sovereign  was  elected  by  a majority  of  the  sovereign,  portreeves,  and  burgesses,  out  of  Sovereign,  how 
body  of  the  burgesses.  By  the  charter  of  James,  he  was  to  be  elected  for  one  year,  and  elected- 
Th  jUCCessor  t0  him  should  be  elected. 

of  J £ Pr.escribed  by  the  charter  of  James,  for  the  election  of  the  sovereign,  was  the  24th 
29{LUn!’,  °ut  in  practice  it  took  place  on  the  1st  of  September,  to  serve  for  one  year,  from  the 
0 t e same  month.  Three  burgesses  were  proposed,  and  one  of  them  selected. 
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Functions  of. 


Emolument. 


Portreeves,  Low 
appointed. 


Duty. 

Burgesses,  how 
elected. 


Number. 


No  Fee. 


Privileges  of. 


Recorder. 
Prothonotary,  Sic. 


Duties  and  Sala- 
ries of. 


Freemen,  how 
elected. 


Functions  and 
Privileges  of. 

Roman  Catholics. 


The  petition  of  the  burgesses  of  the  corporation  of  Kildare,  already  mentioned  and  -1  • 
appears  to  have  been  presented  to  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  26th  September  nr 
complained  “ of  several  undue  practices  of  George  Medlicott,  Esq.  and  his  sons  in  nro  * • 
themselves  to  be  elected  sovereigns  of  the  borough  of  Kildare  for  several  years  succe 
and  in  making  great,  numbers  of  freemen,  on  condition  that  they  should  vote  for  maaistTt  - 
and  burgesses  of  Parliament,  as  the  said  Mr.  Medlicott  and  his  sons  should  direct”  Th’ 
petition  was  referred  to  a committee,  with  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and  rec  d 
On  the  7th  October  1707,  the  committee  reported  the  evidence  taken  by  them,  in  which°'t ^ 
stated,  that  “ the  charter  was  lost,”  and  that  the  corporation  elected  “ by  usa^e  * 1 
custom.”  With  respect,  to  the  office  of  sovereign,  the  usage  was  stated  to  be,  that  three  f 
the  burgesses  were  put  in  nomination,  and  “ that  it  was  usual  for  the  sovereign  to  name  th 
three  candidates,  and  to  name  himself  for  one,  and  that  the  day  of  election  was  St.  Alatthe 
day.”  The  mode  of  election  above  described  was  adhered  to  as  lon°-  as  a sovereign  W S 
elected,  namely,  up  to  1829;  a circumstance  which,  connected  with  the  practice  of  th 
corporation  in  other  respects  materially  differing  from  the  provisions  of  the  charter  of  James6 
leads  me  to  believe  that  that  charter  has  not  been  acted  upon  since  the  Revolution,  and  that 
the  elections,  &e.  have  been  governed  by  “ usage  and  custom.” 

There  has  not  been  a sovereign,  or  other  corporate  officer,  elected  or  appointed  since  the 
year  1829.  Up  to  that  period  the  same  person  was  constantly  re-elected.  He  frequently 
acted  by  deputy.  1 • 

The  sovereign,  or  lois  deputy,  was  a justice  of  the  peace  within  the  borough,  and  acted  as  such 
at  petty  sessions,  and  in  transacting  general  magisterial  business. 

He  also  presided  in  the  Borough  Court;  he  was  clerk  of  the  market,  and  interfered  in  its 
regulations. 

He  had  no  Salary,  but  when  tolls  and  customs  were  collected,  received  the  amount  for  his 
own  use. 


The  Portreeves,  instead  of  being  elected  annually  by  the  sovereign,  portreeves,  burgesses 
and  commonalty,  as  prescribed  by  the  charter  of  James  II.,  were,  for  several  years  prior  to=lS29^ 
nominated  by  the  sovereign  from  the  body  of  the  freemen,  to  act  for  one  year,  from  the  29th 
of  September,  or  until  their  successors  should  be  elected.  The  same  persons  were  constantly 
continued  in  office.  J 

The  Duty  of  the  portreeves  was  to  assist  the  sovereign  in  the  government  of  the  town. 

. Burgesses  were  elected  for  life  by  the  corporation  at  large ; residence  was  not  necessarv, 
since  the  passing  of  the  21  Geo.  II.  c.  10.  Burgesses  were  generally,  although  it  was  stated, 
not  necessarily,  chosen  from  the  freemen. 

There  are  living  nine  persons,  who  were  elected  burgesses.  For  many  years,  the  Number 
of  “twenty  has  not  been  kept  up,  although  the  charter  of  James  directs  that  a vacancy  in 
that  number  shall  be  supplied  within  ten  days  after  it  occurs.  Some  of  the  present  burgesses 
are  non-resident. 


There  was  no  Fee  payable  on  the  admission  of  a burgess  or  freeman,  nor  have  any  of  either 
class  been  admitted  on  a stamp. 

Burgesses  had  no  duty  to  perform,  except  that  of  electing  officers.  They  were  free  of  toll, 
which,  with  a right  of  grazing  on  the  commons,  constituted  their  Privileges. 

A Recorder  was  given  by  charter,  but  none  has  been  appointed  for  several  years. 

The  Prothonotary  or  Town  Clerk,  and  Serjeants  at  Mace,  were  appointed  by  the  sovereign 
or  his  deputy,  for  one  year ; but  they  were  generally  continued  in  office. 

Of  latter  years  there  was  but  one  serjeant.  at  mace. 

The  Duties  of  the  town  clerk  were  to  attend  and  record  the  proceedings  of  the  corporate 
assemblies,  and  to  keep  the  records  and  issue  the  process  of  the  Corporation  Court. 

±fte  duties  of  the  serjeants  at  mace  were  to  execute  the  process  of  that  court.  The  town 
c ei  - act  no  Salary,  and  was  paid  by  fees  on  proceedings  in  the  court.  The  serjeant  at  mace 

as  een  or  several  years  remunerated  by  the  possession  of  a house  and  garden,  in  the  town, 
belonging  to  the  corporation,  free  of  rent. 

o.  Fieemen  were  elected  for  life  by  the  same  persons  and  in  the  same  manner  as  burgesses; 
tnere  was  no  qualification,  and  all  admissions  were  by  grace  especial.  There  are  at  present 
tour  persons  who  were  admitted  to  their  freedom,  all  of  whom  are  resident. 

One  of  the  subjects  of  complaint  in  the  petition  of  the  burgesses  in  1707,  was  “that 
foreigners  were  made  free ;”  and  the  report  states  that.  “ Mr.  James  Medlicott  made  thirty 
' Persons  from  Athy  free  in  one  day,  and  about  forty  from  Portarlington  and  Monaster-Even. 
It  would  seem  from  the  tenour  of  this  petition  that  the  sovereign,  at  that  time,  exercised  the 
right  of  admitting  freemen.  6 

Freemen  performed  the  same  Functions  and  enioved  the  same  Privileges  as  burgesses;  and 
which  have  been  already  stated. 

There  was  onlypne  Roman  Catholic  a member  of  this  corporation ; he  was  a freeman,  and 
wasadmittedm  1799.  In  1829,  a Roman  Catholic  resident  gentleman,  of  the  highest  respert- 
abihty,  applied  to  the  then  sovereign  for  his  freedom,  and  was  refused,  on  the  ground  that  the 
sovereign  had  promised  the  Duke  of  Leinster  (who  is  the  patron  of  the  corporation)  not  to 
a nu  any  person  until  the  duke  had  made  anew  general  arrangement  for  the  body : there 
ppears  to  have  been  in  consequence  of  this  promise,  and  not  from  any  sectarian  feeling- 
* 18  Vlrtudly  exfcinct,  even  supposing  that  it  is  preserved  from  being  leg  7 
dissolved,  m consequence  of  the  non-election  of  a sovereign  and  provosts,  by  the  provision  in  the 
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charter  of  James,  if  in  force,  (which,  however,  I apprehend  it  is  not,)  that  those  officers  KILDARE, 
should  continue  in  office  for  a year,  and  until  their  successors  were  appointed. 

6.  Tlie  corporation  of  course  exercise  no  Jurisdiction  of  any  sort  at  present.  Up  to  1830  Jurisdiction, 
tie  sovereign  piesidedin  tile  Borough  Court ; but  in  modern  times  he  did  not  entertain  suits  Borough  Court 
for  any  higher  claim  than  40s.  The  course  of  proceeding  was,  that  on  the  oath  of  the  plaintiff 

,he  sovereign  issued  his  warrant  against,  the  goods  of  the  defendant,  which  were  seized  until 
he  gave  bail  to  the  action : this  process  usually  procured  a settlement  of  the  debt  The  costs 
of  an  action  which  came  to  trial  amounted  to  about  2s.  6 d.  The  court  was  in  ‘existence  as 
long  as  there  was  a sovereign  to  preside  in  it.  It  was  stated  that  its  jurisdiction  extended 
over  "the  Curragh,  and  the  King  s Bog,  as  well  as  through  the  town.  There  was  no  iurv 
The  loss  of  this  tribunal  is  complamed  of  by  the  inhabitants.  J 

There  are  Petty  Sessions  held  here  every  Thursday.  County  magistrates  preside,  and  Petty  Sessions, 
complain  of  having  the  magisterial  business  of  the  borough  thrown  upon  them,  and  they  have 
sometimes  refused  to  perform  it.  J 

Quarter  Sessions  take  place  twice  a year.  Quartei.  Sessions> 

7.  There  is  no  corporate  Police.  Seven  of  the  county  constabulary  act  within  the  district  Police, 

and  when  there  was  a sovereign  they  obeyed  him  as  a magistrate.  They  now  act  under  county 
justices.  J 

8.  There  is  no  borough  Prison.  Town  prisoners  are  committed  to  the  county  o-aol,  and  Prison 
are  there  supported  as  other  prisoners. 

3.  There  are  no  Public  Schools  or  other  Charitable  foundations,  under  the  superintendence  ChariSes. 
of  the  corporation,  or  within  its  limits. 

10.  The  corporation  are  not  now  in  receipt  of  any  income.  It  was  stated  that  the  members  Property. 
of  the  corporation  enjoy,  in  common  with  the  occupiers  of  the  surrounding  lands,  the  rio-ht  of 
grazing  on  “ the  Curragh,”  and  they  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  borough  claim  and  formerly  Commons, 
enjoyed  the  exclusive  right  of  grazing  "the  King’s  Commons;”  but  since  there  ceased  to  be 
a sovereign  to  protect  the  latter,  they  are  grazed  by  all  persons.  Formerly,  strangers,  who 
put  cattle  upon  “ the  Curragh,”  were  summoned  before  the  sovereign,  and  punished  as 
trespassers.  1 


In  1826,  and  subsequently,  the  county  grand  jury  presented  as  nuisances,  at  different,  times, 
cabins  built  upon  “the  King’s  Commons,’’  and  for  which  rents  were  paid  to  the  corporation! 

The  corporation  traversed  the  presentments  for  the  purpose  of  asserting  their  title  to  the  lands  ; 
but  the  first  process  was  dismissed  on  a technical  objection,  and  the  others,  altliouo-h 
entered,  were  not  prosecuted,  for  want  of  funds. 

The  corporation,  prior  to  1830,  derived  a rent  of  £15  a-year  out  of  about  25  acres  of  “ the 
King’s  Bog,”  which  were  enclosed  and  let  to  a man  named  Patrick  Kelly;  but  since  1829, 

Kelly,  who  is  still  in  possession,  has  not  paid  rent,  as  there  is  uo  sovereign  to  receive  it. 

The  remainder  of  the  700  acres  are  still  unenclosed  and  rendered  utterly  valueless  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Kildare,  by  the  numbers  who  trespass  upon  them. 

11.  Tolls  and  Customs  were  formerly  collected  here,  both  in  money  and  in  kind.  A very  Tolls  and  Customs; 
general  complaint  having  been  made  against  the  quantity  of  toll  taken  in  kind,  the  corporation 
agreed  to  abandon  it,  but  in  lieu  thereof  proposed  to  give  to  the  toll  collector  £13  a year, 
which  was  raised  by  assessment  on  the  town  and  corporation  lands,  together  with  three  guineas 
a-vear  for  the  expense  of  collection. 

II  “habitants  resisted,  this  impost,  and  it  was  abandoned;  money  tolls  were 

co  ected  up  to  1828,  at  fairs  and  markets.  For  seven  years  prior  to  .1828  they  were  let  by  the 
sovereign  to  the  town  clerk  for  £50  a year,  and  the  collector  cleared  about  £20  annually.  He 
collected  under  a schedule ; the  collection  has  totally  ceased  since  the  month  of  July  1828. 
tli  aie  ^ce  charter  Fairs,  namely,  on  the  2d  of  February,  Easter  Tuesday,  and  Fairs  and 

lari  ^ °*  ®ePtemher,  and  two  new  fairs,  on  the  29th  of  June  and  the  29th  of  October.  The  Markets. 
wo  were  always  toll  free  under  a bye-law  of  the  corporation. 

The  following  grants  of  fairs  and  markets  to  be  held  here  appear  on  record : 


Date  of  Grant. 

Enrolment. 

Grantee. 

Fairs  and  Markets. 

36  Hen.  VL  c.  10. 

Earl  of  Kildare. 

Market,  Thursday. 
Fair,  Feast  of  St. 
Bridget,  and  ( ) 

days  after. 

fth  October  1515. 

MSS.  Evid.  Leinster 
Family,  p.  129,  d. 
enrolled  in  Eng- 
land 7 Hen.  VIII. 
(and  in  Ireland, 
8 Hen.  VIII.  now 
lost.) 

Corporation. 

Market,  on  Thursday, 
in  such  place  with- 
in the  town  as  Ge- 
rald Earl  of  Kildare 
should  appoint. 

27th  January  1763. 

P.  3.  Geo.  III.  p.  1. 
m.  22.  d. 

Corporation. 

Market,  Saturday. 
Fairs,  1st  July  and 
1st  November. 
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Bye-laws  and 
Local  Acts. 

Statistical 

Details. 


State  and  Prospects. 


There  is  a weekly  market  on  Thursday.  The  market  was  formerly  regulated  by  a Ma  rv  * 
Jury,  selected  hy  the  sovereign  from  the  inhabitants  at.  large ; the  full  number  of  this  iurv  *** 
23,  and  the  smallest.  13.  They  regulated  the  weights  and  measures  and  the  assize  of  br"!|? 
and  took  up  unwholesome  meat.  The  last  market  jury  was  in  1828.  ead’ 

13.  There  is  no  Bye-law  deserving  of  mention,  except  that  already  stated,  nor  are  the 
any  Local  Acts  of  Parliament  relating  to  this  borough. 

14.  The  Population  of  the  town  amounted  in  1821,  according  to  the  enumeration  of  th 
date,  to  1,516.  In  1831  the  numbers  and  occupations  were  as  follows  : 


Population - - -1,753 

Males  - --  --  --  - 852 

Males  upwards  of  20  years  of  age  - 468 

Females  -------  901 

Occupations : 

Families  chiefly  employed  in  agriculture  - - 138 

Ditto  in  trade,  manufacture,  and  handicraft  - 119 

Ditto  not  employed  in  the  preceding  classes  - 93 

Agriculture : 

Occupiers  employing  labourers  - - - - 9 

„ not  employing  labourers  - - - 36 

Labourers  employed  in  agriculture  - - - 148 

„ in  manufacture  - - 18 

„ in  retail  trade  or  in  handi- 
craft, as  masters  or  workmen  - - - 169 

Capitalists 26 

Labourers  employed  in  labour,  not  agricultural  - 23 

Other  males  20  yearn  old  (except  servants)  - 33 

Houses  : 

Inhabited  - 327 

Uninhabited 17 

Building  - --  --  --  2 

Families 350 

There  are  about  40  five-pound  householders  in  the  town. 


15.  The  principal  streets  are  portions  of  the  county  roads,  and  are  repaired  by  county 
presentments ; and  the  bye-ways  out  of  private  subscriptions.  The  streets  are  not  lighted  or 
watered.  There  is  no  water  within  a mile  of  the  town,  except  what  is  supplied  by  one  public 
pump.  This  pump  was  erected  for  the  corporation,  who  agreed  to  give  £100  for  it,  or  13 
guineas  a year  until  that  sum  was  paid.  The  corporation  having  no  funds  to  discharge  the 
£100,  the  13  guineas  have  been  since  paid  by  private  subscription.  There  is  no  fund  to 
keep  this  pump  in  repair,  and  its  being  out  of  order  would  be  attended  with  the  most  serious 
consequences  to  the  inhabitants. 

There  are  no  manufactories  here,  for  which  the  scarcity  of  water  may  in  some  measure 
account.  The  town  is  rather  in  an  improving  state ; but  the  absence  of  a local  magistrate, 
subjects  the  inhabitants  to  impositions  in  the  weights  and  measures,  as  well  as  in  the  quality 
of  articles  exposed  for  sale. 

The  borough  was  deprived  of  the  right  of  returning  Members  to  Parliament  by  the  Act  of 
Union;  and  the  sum  of  £15,000  was  paid  under  the  40  Geo.  III.  c.  34,  to  the  trustee  of  the 
marriage  settlement  of  William  Duke  of  Leinster,  as  compensation  for  the  representative 
franchise,  to  be  applied  to  the  trusts  of  that  settlement. 

HENRY  BALDWIN. 

Inquiry  held  17th  September  1833,  before  John  Colhoun  and  Henry  Baldwin. 
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BOROUGH  OF  MARYBOROUGH. 


1.  BY  the  Act  of  3,  4 Philip  and  Mary,  c.  2,  for  the  disposition  of  Leixe  and  Offaily,  the 
territory  of  Leixe  was  erected  into  the  Queen’s  County,  and  the  name  of  Maryborough  given  to 
its  capital. 

2.  The  Limits  of  the  Borough  of  Maryborough  are  prescribed  by  charter  to  extend  ,e  to  a 
distance  of  8,000  feet,  on  every  side  of  the  walls  of  a castle  or  fort,”  which  formerly  stood 
about  the  centre  of  the  town ; and  such,  in  practice,  has  been  the  extent  of  the  jurisdiction, 
although  no  defined  boundaries  exist  to  mark  it. 

3.  This  borough  was  incorporated  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  by  Charter,  bearing  date  the  4th 
April,  in  the  twelfth  year  of  her  reign,  (a.d.  1570.)  It  is  enrolled  in  the  Exchequer.  (Rot. 
Mem.  29  Eliz.  m.  31.) 

.This  charter  prescribes  the  mode  of  election  of  officers ; contains  a grant  of  a court,  of  a 
market,  and  of  tolls  and  customs;  constitutes  the  burgomaster  a justice  of  the  peace;  and  the 
burgomaster  and  bailiffs,  escheators,  clerks  of  the  market,  and  coroners,  within  the  district, 
reserving  a jurisdiction  over  their  acts  to  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench.  It  confers  upon  the 
corporation  all  such  liberties  and  free  customs  as  belonged  to  the  town  of  N aas. 

A charter  was  subsequently  granted,  dated  19th  March,  4 James  II.,  and  which  is  enrolled 
in  Chancery.  (Rot.  Pat.  4 Jac.  II.  p.  1,  m.  46,  d.)  This  charter  was  grounded  on  a 
supposed  forfeiture  of  the  franchises  by  a judgment  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  in  Ireland;  but 
such  proceeding  being  void,  and  the  charter  of  James  not  having  been  acted  upon,  at  least 
within  the  memory  of  any  living  person,  the  corporation  has  been  governed  solely  by  the 
Charter  of  Elizabeth. 

4.  In  this  charter  it  is  entitled,  “ The  Burgomaster,  Bailiffs,  Burgesses,  and  Commonalty 
of  Maryborough.” 

5.  The  corporation  consisted  of  a burgomaster,  bailiffs,  burgesses,  and  freemen. 

6.  The  Officers  are, 

One  Burgomaster, 

Two  Bailiffs,  ' 

Burgesses, 

One  Serjeant  at  Mace, 

One  Town  Clerk, 

One  Billet  Master, 

One  Craner,  or  Weighmaster, 

One  Poundkeeper. 

The  last  three  are  not  mentioned  in  the  charter. 

The  Burgomaster  and  two  Bailiffs  were,  by  charter,  to  be  elected  annually  by  the  burgesses 
and  commonalty  from  amongst  themselves,  on  Michaelmas  day,  to  serve  for  one  year;  there  is 
no  provision  that  they  should  continue  to  act  until  successors  were  appointed.  In  practice 
they  were  so  elected  as  long  as  the  corporation  was  sufficiently  numerous  to  constitute  an 
assemblage  for  the  purpose.  In  1829,  the  body  had  so  dwindled  away,  that  three  persons 
were  not  found  to  fill  those  offices,  and  no  election  took  place. 

The  inhabitants  insist  that  no  election  having  been  made  within  the  time  appointed  by 
charter  for  the  purpose,  and  the  chief  offices  remaining  for  a year  unfilled  by  the  corporation, 
the  body  thereby  ceased  legally  to  exist;  and  that  although  four  or  five  burgesses  and 
freemen  were  alive,  they  had  no  right  afterwards  to  exercise  any  municipal  functions. 

The  members  of  the  corporation  proceeded  upon  a different  impression,  acting,  as  they 
allege,  under  the  provisions  of  the  statute  of  the  19  Geo.  II.  c.  12.  On  the  29th  of  September 
1830,  three  of  them,  namely,  one  burgess  and  two  freemen  met  ; and  the  freemen  elected  the 
burgess  (Major-  Cassan)  to  be  burgomaster,  and  he,  in  return,  named  the  two  freemen  to  be 
bailiffs,  and  they  administered  the  oaths  of  office  to  each  other.  This  ceremony  has  since  been 
annually  repeated  between  the  same  parties. 

Major  Cassan  has  filled  the  office  of  burgomaster  since  1813,  except  for  the  year  1S'_9 ; 
during  which  no  burgomaster  was  appointed  by  the  members  of  the  corporation,  and  during 
“Y®ame  period  there  have  been  but  three  persons  appointed  bailiffs. 

The  charter  directs  that  “ the  burgomaster  and  bailiffs  shall,  on  the  day  of  their  election, 
jake  the  oaths  of  office  before  the  constable  of  the  castle  or  fort  of  Maryborough ; and,  in 

s absence,  before  the  burgesses  and  commonalty  of  the  town.” 

the  constable  (Lord  Maryborough)  is  non-resident,  and  the  burgomaster  relied  on  the 
third  section  of  the  Act  of  the  13,  14  Geo.  III.  c.  42,  as  justifying  the  course  which 

dbeen  taken  with  respect  to  the  administering  of  the  oaths  in  September  1830. 

the  residence  of  the  present  burgomaster  is  about  a mile  and  a half  from  the  town,  and  is 
fcrtjrthin  the  limits. 

M-  C.  I.  3 F 


MARYBOROUGH. 


Limits. 


Charters. 
Charter  of 
Elizabeth. 


James  II. 


Governing  Charter. 

Title. 

Classes. 

Officers. 


Burgom  aster  and 
Bailiffs,  how- 
elected. 
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Functions. 


Burgesses,  how 
elected. 


The  inhabitants,  in  1829,  finding  the  district  left  by  the  corporation  without 
magistrate,  proceeded  to  choose  one  for  themselves,  and  Arthur  Moore  Moss  E h C- 
been  selected  by  them,  acted  as  burgomaster  through  that  year,  and  for  part  of  th^”1® 
in  the  regulation  of  the  town,  and  particularly  of  the  markets ; and  conferred  benefit  ^ 
the  public  by  making  extensive  seizures  of  fraudulent  weights  and  measures.  - UP°U 

He  erected  new  scales  in  the  market-place,  at  which  potatoes  were  weighed  or  t* 

Id  a-sack  was  charged  for  corn,  which  went  to  defray  the  expense  of  the  crane  and^M^ 
attendance  upon  it.  Mr.  Moss  continued  to  act  for  some  time  after  the  appomtm'f  r 
Major  Cassan,  in  1830,  but  did  not  do  so  subsequently  to  the  month  of  November  "th 
year,  although  no  effort  was  made  by  Major  Cassan  to  stop  him.  In  the  year  1829 
Moss  caused  a notice  to  be  served  ou  Major  Cassan  of  an  application  to  be  made  to  the  fj  * 
of  King's  Bench  on  his  behalf,  for  an  order  on  Major  Cassan  to  give  up  the  books  and  documiTh 
of  the  corporation ; but  after  affidavits  were  filed  on  both  sides  he  withdrew  his  notice  D 1 
paid  the  amount  of  the  costs  incurred  by  Major  Cassan  in  preparing  to  resist  him.  ’ a 
Mr.  Moss  is  not  a magistrate  of  the  county,  yet  was  he  permitted  to  perform  thema<dsteri  I 
duties  of  the  borough,  during  the  period  above  mentioned;  and  in  no  instance  was  th 
authority  which  he  assumed,  resisted.  e 

On  the  other  hand,  although  the  public  allege  that  the  corporation  has  been  extinct  since 
1829,  the  powers  exercised  by  Major  Cassan,  as  burgomaster,  have  been  submitted  to  nor 
have  any  legal  proceedings  been  resorted  to  for  a determination  of  the  question  as  to5  the 
legality  of  his  appointment.  The  inhabitants  elected  two  persons  to  be  bailiffs  at  the 
time  they  elected  Mr.  Moss.  aDlB 

The  burgomaster  is,  by  charter,  a justice  of  the  peace  within  the  district.  He  is  also,  with 
the  bailiffs,  escheator,  clerk  of  the  market,  and  coroner,  and  should  preside  with  them  in  the 
Borough  Court.  The  present  burgomaster  performs  little  or  no  duty ; from  his  advanced  ao-e 
he  would  be  unable,  even  if  he  were  resident  within  the  town,  to  pay  sufficient  attention  to  its 
regulation. 

The  burgomaster  has  no  salary. 

The  charter  duties  of  the  bailiffs  have  been  already  specified,  but  of  late  years  they  have 
not  performed  any.  J 

They  have  no  salary  nor  emolument. 

The . charter  neither  limits  the  number  of  Burgesses,  nor  regulates  the  mode  of  their 
admission.  In  practice,  admissions  were  made  in  the  following  manner : 

The  burgomaster  and  bailiffs,  in  Court  Leet,  sent  the  name  of  the  candidate  to  a grand  jury, 
composed  exclusively  of  members  of  the  corporation ; if  rejected  by  the  jury,  he  could  not  be 
elected ; but  if  allowed  by  them,  the  question  of  his  admission  was  proposed  by  the  burgo- 
master to  the  corporation  at  large ; and,  if  passed,  his  name  was  entered  in  the  corporation 
book,  and  he  was  admitted  for  life.  This  course  had  not  been  prescribed  by  any  bye-law 
that  I could  discover  ; and  it  was  probably  adopted  in  analogy  to  the  mode  of  admission  of 
a freeman,  regulated  by  a bye-law,  to  which  I shall  presently  advert,  but  that  bye-law  does 
not,  in  its  terms,  extend  to  burgesses. 

The  question  as  to  the  manner  of  admission  of  burgesses,  has  not  recently  arisen,  as  no 
burgess  has  been  elected  since  1783.  There  are  three  burgesses  living,  none  of  whom  are 
resident  within  the  limits. 


Functions  of. 


Serjeant  at  Mace, 
how  elected. 


Functions  of. 


By  charter,  the  burgesses  had  no  Functions  to  perform,  except  those  which  they  exercised 
as  a portion  of  the  corporation,  in  the  election  of  officers,  and  other  constitutional  details. 

As  none  of  the  existing  burgesses,  with  the  exception  of  Major  Cassan,  interfere  in  the 
affairs  of  the  borough,  and  as  he  acts  as  burgomaster  rather  than  as  a burgess,  this  portion  of 
the  corporation  has  been  long  unrepresented  at  the  corporate  assemblies,  and  is  virtually  extinct. 

The  charter  empowers  the  burgomaster  to  appoint  the  Serjeant  at  Mace,  which  has 
accordingly  been  done.  He  is  generally,  but  not  necessarily,  a freeman. 

I he  present  serjeant  was  appointed  in  1832. 

Since  the  civil  court  of  the  Borough  has  ceased  to  exist,  he  has  had  no  duties  to  perform, 
save  those  of  attending  on  the  burgomaster,  and  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  corporation. 

He  has  no  salary.  He  formerly  received  some  fees  arising  out  of  his  duties  in  the  civil 
court.  “ 


Town  Clerk,  &c. 
Functions. 
Charges  at  Crane. 


Poundkeeper. 

Freemen. 

Bye-law  regulat- 
ing Admissions. 


wTh®  1MrSO“  who  Is.  seIj,ean*.at  mace  als<>  fills  the  Offices  of  Town  Clerk,  Billet  Master,  and 
eighmaster;  to  which  situations  he  is  annually  appointed  by  the  burgomaster. 

As  town  clerk,  he  attends  at  and  records  the  proceedings  of  the  annual  meeting.  He  has 
no  emohiment  as  town  clerk  or  billet  master.  As  craner  and  weighmaster,  it  was  stated 
that  he  charges  a halfpenny  a sack  for  weighing  potatoes,  (by  the  25  Geo.  II.  c.  15,  s.  12, 
directed  to  be  weighed  gratis,)  and  Id.  a sack  for  weighing  corn:  for  other  matters  he  has  no 
hxed  charges,  and  accepts  whatever  he  can  induce  parties  to  pay.  Formerly  the  charges 
were  much  higher,  as  they  are  in  the  schedule  of  tolls,  &e.,  which  will  be  stated  hereafter, 
botae  complaints  are  urged  of  the  manner  in  which  soldiers  are  billeted.  The  evidence, 
although  it  may  justify  the  suspicion  of  partiality,  fell  short  of  establishing  the  charge. 

The  Keeper  of  the  public  Pound  is  also  appointed  by  the  burgomaster,  for  one  year. 

_ J’  Altbpugh  the  charter  appears  to  have  provided  for  the  admission  of  all  the  inhabitants, 
y no  ime  did  inhabitancy,  of  itself,  confer  the  freedom  of  this  corporation. 
wTi1!!  ,freTen,Tlrere'  howerer,  formerly  very  numerous.  The  mode  of  Admission  was  Kp- 
W n a Bye_1?;w"  "hlch  beais  the  29th  of  September  1738.  By  this  law  it  was  direct 
that  no  person  should  be  admitted  free,  unless  he  preferred  a petition  for  the  purpose  to  U» 
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burgomaster  in  Court  Lent,  which  petition  should,  if  the  burgomaster  should  think  fit,  and 
not  otherwise,  be  referred  to  a grand  jury,  sworn  at  such  Court  Leet,  and  if  such  «rand  jury 
djould  fini  ll'e  petitioner  fit  to  be  admitted,  that  the  petition  and  finding  should  he  read  in 
open  court,  and  the  question  of  admission  proposed  by  the  burgomaster ; and  if  agreed  to  by 
a majority  of  the.  burgesses  and  commonalty  present,  and  not  otherwise,  that  tile”  petitioner 
should  be  sworn  and  admitted. 

‘ lie  same  byedaw  gate  to  the  burgomaster  of  each  year,  the  power  of  admitting  ttvo 
freemen,  and  to  the  bailiffs  the  power  of  admitting  one. 

This  bye-law,  which  appears  to  be  signed  by  the  burgomaster  and  bailiffs,  and  60 
burgesses  and  freemen,  was  acted  on  from  its  date  to  the  year  1783,  during  which  period 
the  admissions  were  very  numerous.  This  circumstance,  however,  is  not  to  be  imputed  to  the 
liberality  of  the  corporation;  it  is  ascribable  to  the  conflicting  interests  of  “ the  copatrons.” 
The  borough  returned  two  Members  to  the  Irish  Parliament,  from  the  29th  of  Elizabeth  to  the 
year  1800 ; and  the  right  of  voting  was  exclusively  exercised  by  the  corporation,  including  the 
freemen.  During,  at  least,  the  latter  part  of  this  period,  the  Parnell  and  Coote  families  were 
joint  patrons  of  the  borough,  and  each  exerted  itself  to  procure  a majority  in  the  corporation, 
by  admission  of  as  many  as  possible  of  their  respective  adherents,  until,  in  the  year  1783^ 
the  numbers  amounted  to  about  300.  In  that  year  the  Parnell  and  Coote  families  entered 
into  an  arrangement  that  they  should  each  return  one  Member,  and  that  there  should  he 
no  more  admissions ; and  accordingly  no  freeman  was  admitted  or  burgess  elected  in  this 
corporation  subsequently  to  1783,  until  1830.  In  the  latter  year  the  idea  was  entertained  of 
reviving  it,  and  a burgess  and  two  freemen  having  met  and  nominated  each  other  burgomaster 
and  bailiffs,  as  above  detailed,  they  resorted  to  the  bye-law  of  1738,  for  the  means  of 
extending  their  numbers,  and  accordingly,  on  the  18th  of  October  1830,  three  persons  were 
admitted  to  their  freedom ; two  nominated  to  it  by  the  burgomaster,  and  one  by  the  bailiffs, 
under  the  bye-law,  and  three  have  been  annually  admitted  since,  in  the  same  manner. 

Some  of  the  persons  thus  admitted  are  non-resident,  and  none  are  Roman  Catholics,  and  it 
docs  not  appear  that  there  has  been  any  Roman  Catholic  free  of  this  corporation.  A crentle- 
man'of  that  persuasion  endeavoured  to  obtain  his  freedom  in  1804,  but  was  unsuccessful  in 
the  attempt. 


QUEEN’S 

COUNTY. 


MARYBOROUGH. 


Admissions, 

18tli  October  1830. 


There  is  a Bye-law  on  the  hooks  of  the  corporation,  dated  the  23d  of  July  1741,  (and 
which  is  still  unrepealed  by  any  other  bye-law,)  against  the  Admission  of  Roman  Catholics. 

Major  Cassan,  who  represents  the  corporation,  stated  that  the  body  could  do  no  more  at 
present  to  extend  itself,  than  to  admit  three  freemen  annually,  under  the  bye-law,  until  they 
amounted  to  12,  the  smallest  number  which  could  constitute  a jury  for  the  admission  of 
burgesses  and  freemen  in  Court  Leet,  and  which  jury,  as  already  observed,  must  be  composed 
exclusively  of  members  of  the  corporation. 

Major  Cassan  stated  that  there  were  but  the  above-mentioned  two  freemen  living  at  the 
lime  the  three  others  were  nominated  in  1830. 


Bye-law  against 
Admission  of 
Roman  Catholics. 
Intention  as  to 
Admissions. 


Freemen  pay  no  Fees  on  admission.  It  was  stated  that  they  pay  their 'own  stamp  duty.  No  Fees, 
which  is  the  only  expense  attendant  on  admission. 

They  perform  no  Duties,  and  enjoy  no  Privileges,  at  present.  By  charter  they  were  Duties  and 
entitled  to  vote  at  elections  of  officers,  as  well  as  burgesses ; and  it  was  thereby  declared  Privileges, 
“unlawful  for  any  person  inhabiting  within  the  borough  to  use  any  traffic,  or  any  other  faculty 
or  occupation,  unless  he  was  admitted  and  allowed  a freeman  by  the  burgomaster,  bailiffs, 
burgesses,  and  commonalty ; and  foreign  or  extern  merchants  were  prohibited  from  selling 
by  retail  within  the  town  and  the  franchises  thereof,  without  the  licence  of  the  burgomaster, 
bailiffs,  burgesses,  and  commonalty,  any  wares,  or  merchandise,  which  were  conveyed,  or 
brought  from  parts  beyond  the  seas.”  These  restrictions  to  trade  are  perfectly  obsolete,  and 
it  did  not  appear  that  they  had  ever  been  enforced. 

r ormerly  burgesses  and  freemen  were  exempt  from  payment  of  tolls  and  customs,  and  enjoyed 
the  privilege  of  grazing  cattle  on  the  commons  belonging  to  the  corporation.  Both  classes 
also  voted  for  Members  of  Parliament,  prior  to  the  Union.  The  usual  sum  of  £15,000  was 
pven  for  the  loss  of  the  elective  franchise  at  the  Union,  and  it  was  paid  to  the  joint  patrons, 

8ir  John  Parnell  and  the  Right  Honourable  Charles  Henry  Coote,  in  equal  shares. 

. There  is  no  recollection  of  the  existence  of  a Common  Council  in  this  corporation,  but  Common  Council. 

in L°at^  ta^en  bY  a freeman  he  swears  to  “ keep  all  such  rules,  and  bye-laws,  as  are,  or 
s all  be  made  by  the  common  council  of  the  town.”  This  passage  of  the  freeman’s  oath  may 
th  SU?P0Se<*- <0  imply>  that  Bye-laws  were,  at  one  time,  made  by  a select  body  ; but  it  appears  Bye-laws. 
tW  T i-kye"law  °f  1738  was  made  by  the  corporation  at  large.  The  principal  bye-laws 
a 1 discovered  were  those  of  the  29th  of  September  1738,  and  of  the  23d  of  July  1741, 
above  mentioned. 

There  is  a Book  of  Bye-laws  in  the  possession  of  Major  Cassan,  entitled, ff  Bye-laws  and  Book  of 
c of  Assembly  of  Maryborough,”  dated  1731. 

sav  ^ .corPoration  have  not,  for  many  years,  exercised  any  Jurisdiction,  civil  or  criminal.  Jurisdiction, 
o tv  hat  is  performed  by  the  burgomaster  in  his  magisterial  capacity. 

Borough  Court  was  formerly  held  under  the  charter,  and  entertained  claims  to  any  Borough  Court 
{■orlunt’.but  having  fallen  into  disuse  about  40  years  ago,  and  none  of  its  records  being  now  disused. 

oming,  it  is  difficult  to  obtain  information  respecting  it. 
p e Burgomaster  and  bailiffs  presided  together  in  it,  about  four  times  in  the  year.  The  Process  of. 
the  ^ Was  ^ attachment,  which  issued  against  the  body  or  goods  of  the  defendant,  at 
option  of  the  plaintiff,  and  was  obtained  on  an  affidavit  of  the  debt.  The  fee  paid  to  the 
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town  clerk  on  each  attachment  process,  was  2s.  8 d.,  and  a like  sum  to  the  ser' 

for  the  execution  of  it.  The  witnesses  differed  as  to  whether  there  was  or  was  n t ^ ^ 


Quarter  Sessions. 


Assizes. 

Petty  Sessions. 
Police. 


Prisons. 


The  local  civil  business  of  the  borough  is  now  transacted  at  Quarter  Sessions  h'  i, 
held  here  twice  a year,  namely,  in  April  and  October  ; and  twice  a year  at  Stradbalh 
miles,  for  the  division  of  the  county  in  which  the  borough  is  situate.  rtlstam 

This  is  also  the  assize  town  for  the  Queen’s  County,  and  Assizes  are  accordinalv  l,  n • 
a-year,  at  the  usual  periods.  o j e twice 

There  are  Petty  Sessions  weekly,  at  which  county  justices  preside. 

10.  There  is  no  corporate  Police.  The  town  is  the  head  quarter  and  dep6t  for  the  c 

bulary  of  the  Queen's  County;  of  whom  from  15  to  30  are  usually  quartered  init^Th" 
burgomaster  has  no  control  over  them.  They  have  occasionally  aided  the  officers  of  health 
county  magistrates,  in  the  regulation  of  weights  and  measures  and  in  seizino-  unwholeso^ 
meat  exposed  for  sale  in  the  market.  There  is  a chief  constable,  who  is  a justice  of  the  near! 
for  the  county,  stationed  in  the  town.  'Ieact 

11.  There  is  no  Prison  belonging  to  the  corporation.  The  county  gaol  is'  within  th 

limits.  tDe 


Public  Charities. 


Property. 

Lands. 


Lease  to  an  An- 
cestor of  Lord  de 
Vesci. 


The  burgomaster  commits  prisoners  to  it.  The  present  burgomaster  is,  however,  a couatv 
justice ; but  a former  burgomaster,  who  was  not  a magistrate  of  the  county,  also  exercised  that 
right.  The  county  prison  is  capable  of  containing  a very  large  number  of  prisoners. 

12.  The  corporation  have  no  control  whatever  over  any  Public  Schools,  or  other  Charitable 
Foundations. 

There  are  within  the  limits  several  schools,  where  gratuitous  education  is  afforded,  namelr: 
a boys’  school,  supported  by  the  Society  for  discountenancing  Vice,  aided  by  voluntary 
contribution;  a girls’  school,  supported  by  the  Irish  Ladies’  Society  and  Hibernian  Society 
and  also  by  voluntary  subscriptions;  a boys’  school,  supported  by  a small  grant  of  about  £15 
per  annum  from  the  Education  Board,  and  certain  perquisites  given  by  the  Roman  Catholic 
clergyman  ; and  a girls’  school,  supported  by  nuns ; besides  several  Sunday  schools. 

The  charitable  foundations  within  the  limits  are  : the  Queen’s  County  Infirmary,  to  which 
a dispensary  is  attached,  and  which  is  supported  by  grand  jury  presentment,  assisted  by 
voluntary  subscriptions,  and  by  fines,  imposed  at  the  assizes  and  sessions,  and  £89  Is.  9d,  aa 
annual  Treasury  grant ; and  the  district  Lunatic  Asylum  for  the  Queen’s  and  King’s  Counties, 
the  counties  of  Westmeath  and  Longford,  supported  by  grand  jury  grants  from  these  four 
counties,  and  small  sums  paid  for  some  of  the  inmates  by  their  friends. 

13.  This  corporation  were  possessed  of  very  considerable  Landed  Property,  but  how  they 
derived  title  to  it  was  not  disclosed.  The  charter  does  not  contain  a grant  of  any  lands ; 
and  in  the  absence  of  documentary  evidence  it  is  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  state  what  may 
have  been  the  extent  of  this  property.  There  was  strong  traditional  evidence,  that  the  corpo- 
ration, upwards  of  a century  ago,  made  a lease,  to  an  ancestor  of  the  present  Lord  de  Vesci,  of 
from  80  to  100  acres  of  their  lands,  at  a nominal  rent ; and  that  the  lease  expired  in  1805; 
and  it  was  stated  that  the  present  Lord  de  Vesci  has  since  overheld  these  lands.  The 
premises,  said  to  be  contained  in  this  lease,  are  bounded  on  the  north  and  east  by  the  old 
commons  of  Maryborough;  on  the  west,  by  Clonroorke,  Lord  Portarlington’s  estate;  on  the 
south-west  by  Knockmoy,  Lord  de  Vesci’s  estate ; and  on  the  south,  by  the  lands  of  Clonminum, 
described  as  being  the  estate  of  Pierce  Moore,  Esq.  The  registry  has  been  searched  in  vain 
for  a memorial  of  such  conveyance. 

There  was  also  traditional  evidence  that  Sir  John  Tidcl  got  possession  of  "the  Green  Mill 
from  the  corporation ; and  that  "the  Four  Acre  Field,”  adjoining  it,  and  in  possession  of 
Lord  Portarlington,  also  belonged  to  the  body. 

Afr?1”  landmow  claimed  by  the  representatives  of  Lord  Castlecoote,  from  " Holbrook’s’’ to  "die 
■™"~*  was  also  alleged  to  have  been  corporate  property  ; and  it  was  stated  that  the  grandfather 
holds  UrM°°re  ^°SSe’  Escl'  Sot  a Pai’t  of  "the  Corporation  Green,”  which  Mr.  Moore  now 

It  was  further  asserted  that  a small  piece  of  land  on  the  left  of  the  Limerick  road  had 
been  granted  by  the  corporation  to  one  Richard  Senior,  and  is  now  in  the  possession  of  his 
wife  s representatives  and  their  tenants.  It  adjoins  the  new  row  of  houses,  at  the  new 
market-house,  and  is  bounded  on  the  other  side  by  the  Cunnebawn  road.  It  was  said  th 
the  site  of  the  old  market-house  was  corporation  ground.  It  is  now  occupied  by  two 
dwelling  houses  one  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Diamond,  and  the  other  of  Mr.  Whelan,  as 
tenants  to  Mr.  Robert  Graves,  who  built  the  houses.  This  Mr.  Robert  Graves  purchased® 
plot  at  a sheriffs’  sale,  under  an  execution  against  one  Thomas  Graves,  the  son  of  Kobert 
Graves  the  elder,  who  laid  claim  to  the  ground  in  1796,  by  a title  derived  from  the  corporation, 
ihe  title  of  the  corporation  to  the  foregoing  lands  depends  solely  on  hearsay  evidence;  and,  * 
is  to  be  observed,  that  there  is  no  mention  made  of  any  of  them  in  the  corporation  books 
As  tar  as  1 could  discover,  no  rent  has  ever  been  received  or  paid  for  any  of  them;  but  irou> 
their  localities,  and  the  reputation  of  the  town,  it  is  not  improbable  that  they  did,  at  averj 
remote  period,  form  a part  of  the  corporate  estates. 

There  are  on  the  registry  memorials  of  several  leases  of  houses  and  plots  i 
own,  made  by  the  corporation  for  long  terms  of  years,  at  merely  nominal  r 
particularly,  one  of  a lease  of  the  29th  October  1716,  from  the  burgomas 
wit  the  assent  of  the  burgesses  and  commons,”  to  Bartholomew  Senior,  of 
adjoining  the  commons,  and  known  by  the  name  of  the  » Old  Ground,”  for 


a and  about  the 
ents.  Thea- 
ter and  baibfe 

a plot  of  ground 

999  years,  at  a 
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vearlv  rent  of  3s , and  another  of  a lease,  dated  the  16th  May  1740,  from  the  same  parties  to 
Bartholomew  Senior  the  younger,  of  a dwelling  house  and  piece  of  ground  adjoining  the 
sessions  house,  and  of  premises,  then  known  by  the  name  of  ce  the  Ship  ;”  and  another  piece 
of  waste  ground  adjoining,  on  the  north  side  of  the  sessions  house,  for  the  term  of  999  years 
from  1st  May  1740,  at  5s.  a year. 

Up  to  1803,  there  was  a large  tract  of  land  belonging  to  the  corporation  called  “ the 
Old  Green  or  Commons  of  Maryborough,”  which  comprised  180  acres,  and  was  used  as  a 
common  by  the  resident  burgesses  and  freemen.  In  the  year  1801  it  was  agreed  that  this 
land  should  be  divided  into  two  equal  parts,  and  that  a lease  of  one  moiety  should  be  made 
to  Sir  John  Parnell  and  Lord  Castlecoote,  and  of  the  other  moiety  to  Major  Cassan  and 
Robert  Graves;  and  accordingly,  by  a lease  bearing  date  in  the  17th  of  January  1803,  the 
corporation  demised  90  acres  of  the  green  or  commons  lying  on  the  right  hand  of  the  road 
leading  to  Mountmellick,  to  Sir  Henry  Parnell  (his  father  Sir  John  having  died  in  the 
interim)  and  Lord  Castlecoote,  to  hold  for  a term  of  999  years,  at  a rent  of  £27  6s. ; and 
bv  another  lease,  of  the  same  date,  the  corporation  demised  to  Major  Cassan  and  Robert 
Graves  the  part  of  the  green  or  commons  lying  on  the  left  side  of  the  same  road,  containing 
90  acres,  or  thereabouts,  for  the  same  term,  at  a like  rent  of  £27  6s.  per  annum.  The  lease 
made  to  Major  Cassan  and  Robert  Graves  was  produced;  that  to  Sir  Henry  Parnell  and 
Lord  Castlecoote  was  not  forthcoming,  but  it  was  stated  (and  the  fact  is  most  probably  so) 
that  it  contains  similar  covenants  to  those  in  the  lease  to  Messrs.  Cassan  and  Graves.  By 
the  reddendum  the  rent  is  reserved  payable  to  the  corporation  during  the  term ; but  there 
is  a subsequent  covenant,  that  it  shall  be  applied  in  paying  to  the  then  existing  widows 
of  burgesses  and  freemen,  who  had  been  resident,  certain  annuities,  namely,  an  annuity  of 
5 guineas  a-year  to  the  widow  of  a burgess,  and  of  2£  guineas  to  the  widow  of  a freeman,  these 
annuities  making  together  the  full  amount  of  the  rent,  and  that,  as  the  widows  die  and  the 
annuities  payable  to  them  cease,  the  payment  of  the  reserved  rent  shall  diminish ; and  when' 
all  the  widows  die,  the  rent  shall  wholly  cease. 

It  would  seem  that  this  arrangement  was  resorted  to,  to  purchase  the  acquiescence  of  the 
widows  of  the  burgesses  and  freemen,  who  then  claimed  a right  of  common  and  pasturao-e 
upon  the  lands  about  to  be  disposed  of  in  the  proportions  to  which  their  husbands  had  been 
entitled,  namely,  the  burgess  to  two  heads  of  cattle  for  every  one  grazed  by  a freeman. 

The  claims  of  the  burgesses  and  freemen  came  next  to  be  considered;  and  it  was  agreed 
that  Major  Cassan  and  Robert  Graves  should  assign  for  their  entire  term,  and  at  a ratable 
rent,  a proportion  of  the  lands  comprised  in  the  lease  of  the  17th  of  January  1803  to  each 
resident  burgess  and  freeman ; and  accordingly,  the  lands  demised  by  the  last-mentioned 
lease  were  divided  into  13  lots,  there  being  then  resident  13  burgesses  and  freemen,  including 
the  lessees,  Major  Cassan  and  Robert  Graves ; and  a lease  of  a lot  was  executed  to  each  of 
them  at  a ratable  proportion  of  the  rent,  of  £27  6s.,  and  subject  to  gradual  diminution  and 
ultimate  extinction,  on  the  deaths  of  the  widows ; and  these  burgesses  and  freemen,  or  their 
representatives,  now  hold  their  respective  portions,  discharged  of  almost  all  rent,  for  the  resi-. 
due  of  the  term  999  years,  the  widows  being  all  dead  except  one.  There  is  now  a sum  of 
only  5 guineas  a-year  payable  under  both  leases. 

There  has  been  a partition  between  Sir  Henry  Parnell  and  Lord  Castlecoote. 

It  would  seem  that  £2  10s.  per  acre  could  have  been  had  for  the  entire  of  the  said  lands- 
at  the  time  the  leases  were  executed. 


MARYBOROUGH. 


The  Old  Green,  or 
Commons  of 
Maryborough. 
Leases  to  Lord 
Castlecoote  and 
Sir  John  Parnell, 


and  to  Robert 
Graves  and  Major 
Cassan. 


_ Sir  Henry  Parnell  and  Lord  Castlecoote  gave  a sum  of  130  guineas  each  as  a considera- 
tion for  their  lease,  which  with  other  sums,  amounting  together  to  about  £430,  were  expended 
m building  a new  market-house  in  the  town. 

Major  Cassan  and  Mr.  Graves,  in  the  lifetime  of  the  latter,  and  Major  Cassan  alone,  since 
he  became  the  survivor,  received  the  rents  from  Sir  Henry  Parnell,  Lord  Castlecoote,  and  the 
other  tenants,  and  paid  over  their  annuities  to  the  widows,  for  which  Major  Cassan  produced 
vouchers. 

It  was  stated  that  Sir  Henry  Parnell  was  not  a member  of  the  corporation  at  the  time  the 
plan  of  dividing  and  enclosing  the  commons  was  entered  into,  and  that  some  years  after  the 
pant,  his  attention  having  been  called  to  the  consideration  of  the  propriety  of  the  proceeding, 
he  determined  to  expend,  for  the- benefit  of  the  town,  a sum  equivalent  to  the  value  of  the 
land  he  had  received,  and  gave  his  agent  directions  to  have  a valuation  made,  and  appointed 
wo  respectable  inhabitants  as  valuators ; — that  the  valuation  was  actually  commenced,  but  one 
o the  gentlemen  appointed  to  value  died  before  it  was  concluded ; — that  he  has  since  directed 
his  agent  to  proceed  with  the  business,  and  that,  although  from  circumstances  it  has  been 
neglected,  he  has  never  abandoned  his  intention  of  making  remuneration,  and  has  lately  taken 
f^ps  for  carrying  it  fully  into  execution.  Considerable  sums  of  money,  it  is  alleged,  have 
n expended,  in  building  upon,  fencing,  draining,  and  improving  the  land, 
he  leases  of  the  17th  January  1803  are  both  registered, 
in  addition  to  the  foregoing  grants,  the  corporation,  on  the  27th  of  October  1796,  presented'  Site  for  Church, 
an  acre  of  ground,  rent  free  for  ever,  as  a site  for  a church. 

. There  are  eight  Fairs  held  in  the  year  within  the  town  and  borough ; three  of  them  are  Fairs  and 
-ted  to  be  held  without  any  grant  or  patent,  viz.  on  the  1st  of  January,  25th  of  March,  and.  Markets. 
tw  h uCt0ber » the  remaining  five  are  held  by  grant  or  patent  to  the  corporation : of  these, 
held  on  the  12th  of  May  and  4th  of  September,  have  become  vested,  by  deed  from  the. 
ar^hTi'011  and  several  mesne  assignments,  in  Mrs.  Catherine  O’Neill;  the  remaining  three 
•nil,  °,n  tbe  5th  of  July,  4th  of  December,  and  24th  of  February.  There  is  a weekly 
m*'ket  held  on  every  Thursday. 
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Tolls  and  Customs. 


Schedules. 


15.  The  following  grants  of  fairs  and  markets  appear  on  record : 


Date  of  grant. 

4th  April  1570. 


Enrolment. 

P.  34  Eliz.  m.  11. 


5th  March  1635. 

2d  November  1767. 


P.  11  Car.  I.  p.  2. 

m.  21. 

P.  S Geo.  III.  p.  1. 
m.  8. 


Grantee. 

Corporation. 


Corporation. 


Corporation. 


Market,  Thursday,  and 

I to  take  the 

toms  of  the  townie 

“s  large  and  ample 

a manner  as  the  cos. 

toms  of  Naas  were 
granted  to  itseorpo. 
ration. 

Fairs  1st  May  and 
24th  August. 

Fairs  24th  February 
and  4tli  December. 


I find  registered  a memorial  of  a conveyance  dated  the  14th  May  1735,  from  Tristram 
Fortick  to  Thomas  Grace,  of  two  fairs  to  be  held  yearly  in  the  town  of  Maryborough 
namely,  on  the  1st  of  May  and  24th  of  August,  being  the  fairs  granted  to  the  corporation 
by  the  patent  of  Charles  1.  There  are  also  on  the  registry  memorials  of  several  assignments 
of  this  conveyance.  The  fairs,  however,  would  seem  to  have  revested  in  the  corporation,  as  1 
find  the  body  dealing  with  the  profits  of  them  in  1749.  There  is  in  the  registry  a memorial 
of  a deed  of  the  3d  August  in  that  year,  between  the  burgomaster,  bailiffs,  burgesses  and 
commonalty  of  Maryborough,  of  the  one  part,  and  ITenry  Knight  of  the  other  part,  vherebv 
the  corporation  demised  unto  Henry  Knight  all  the  customs,  tolls,  duties,  issues,  and  profits, 
arising  yearly  to  the  burgomaster,  bailiffs,  burgesses,  commons,  &c.  of,  in,  ancl  fo,  two  fairs' 
held  in  said  borough  on  the  1st  of  May  and  24th  of  August,  commonly  called  St.  Bartholo- 
mew’s Fair,  for  the  term  of  900  years,  subject  to  a yearly  rent  of  £6.  These  fairs  nearly 
correspond  in  date  with  those  now  held  on  the  12th  of  May  and  4th  of  September,  allowin'* 
for  the  difference  of  old  and  new  style,  and  although  I have  not  been  able  to  trace  the  mesne 
assignments,  I have  little  doubt  that  Mrs.  O’Neill  now  claims  the  tolls  of  the  latter  fairs  as 
assiguee  of  the  rights  conveyed  by  the  deed  of  the  3d  August  1749. 

16.  At  all  the  fairs  and  markets,  Tolls  and  Customs,  stallage  and -cranage,  were  formerly 
collected ; hut  in  consequence  of  the  resistance  given  to  the  payment,  all  except  cranage  have 
ceased  since  1827. 

During  the  time  that  tolls  were  collected  there  were  toll-boards  exposed  to  public  view 
containing  a schedule  of  the  charges. 


Tolls  and  Customs  were  granted  by  the  charter  of  Elizabeth  to  this  corporation,  for  the  use 
and  repair  of  the  borough,  at  a rent  of  10s.  a-year ; and  the  following  Schedule  is  given  by 
the  charter ; that  is  to  say : 


For  every  horse  sold  within  the  town  and  franchises  thereof 

For  every  cow  so  sold  there 

For  every  goat  so  sold  there  - 

For  every  hog  so  sold  there  ----- 

For  every  load  of  plank  so  sold 

For  every  sack  of  grain  so  sold 

For  every  sheep  so  sold  there 

For  every  of  taberlay  so  sold  - - - 

For  every  hide  or  skin  worth  the  value  of  a cowhide 
For  every  cart  body  or  plough  so  sold 
For  every  pair  of  wheels  so  sold  - . - 

F or  every  kind  of  merchandise  to  the  value  of  2s.  - 
For  every  kind  of  merchandise  to  the  value  of  5s.  - 


0 2 
0 2 
0 1 
0 Oi 
0 0k 
0 Oi 
0 Oi 
0 0i 

0 ol 
0 1 
0 0§ 
0 Oi 
0 1 


And  it  also  declared  that  the  said  burgomaster  and  bailiffs  aqd  their  successors  might  take 
and  receive  all  other  customs  and  profits  for  all  things  sold  within  the  said  town  and  franchises 
thereof,  as  the  bailiffs  of  the  town  of.  Dundalk  might  receive  and  levy  within  the  town  anti 
franchises  of  Dundalk. 

The  schedule  dated  the  7th  of  August  1818,  and  according  to  which  customs  were  latterly 
collected,  is  materially  different  from  that  given  by  the  charter,  nor  was  it  made  out  from  any 
reference  to  the  schedule  used  at  Dundalk. 

It  did  not  appear  how  or  by  whom  that  schedule,  which  materially  increased' the  charges, 
had  been  prepared. 

The  following  is  a transcript  of  the  schedule  which  was  lodged  in  the  office  of  the  c|er^ 
the  peace  by  the  toll  collector,.Benjamin  Mears,  pursuant  to  the  statlite,  on  the  7th  o - u-> 
1818,  and  according  to  which  tolls  were  subsequently  collected.  It  is  headed  “ Memoran 
of  the  Customs  paid  on  Market  Days,  as  follows 

d. 

Oatmeal  per  cwt.  2 

All  kinds  of  grain  from  14  to  20  stone  - 2 
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For  every  20  stone  and  upwards  - - 4 

For  every  12  stone  of  potatoes  for  weighing  1 
For  every  20  ditto  for  ditto  . . ° 

For  every  24  ditto  and  upwards  - - 2 

For  every  kish  of  potatoes  - - 2 

For  every  car  with  one  cow  slaughtered  3 

For  every  car  with  apples  - - - 2 

A covered  standing  on  market  days  - 2 

A sheep,  calf,  or  pig  - . . j 

A standing  with  bacon  - - - 2 

A standing  with  butter  in  tub  cr  crock  - 2 

A standing  with  hardware  - - - 2 

A car  with  cabbage  or  turnips  - - 1 

A kish  with  brogues  on  market  days  - 1 

Earthen  ware  -----  9 

Hawkers j 

Calico  1 

Cheese  -----  _ 9 

Onions  ------  1 

Cask  of  herrings  - - - - 2 

Kish  of  turkeys  or  geese  4 

For  each  cow-hide  or  skin  0£ 
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On  Fair  days : 

Each  horse  sold 
Each  cow  ditto 
Each  pig  or  sheep  ditto 
For  standings  - - 

For  covered  ditto 

For  the  standing  of  each  kish  of  pigs 


6i 

3 
1 

4 
6£ 
4 


P®  entire  tolls,  customs,  stallage,  and  cranage  of  the  fairs  and  markets,  except  Mrs. 
0 Neill’s  two  fairs,  were  let  by  the  burgomasters,  by  private  contract,  at  the  following  Rents : 


1810,  to  Kimmins  at 

1811,  to  same  - 

1812,  to  Mears  - 

1813,  to  Kimmins  - 

1814,  to  Mears  - 

1815,  to  Kimmins  - 

1S16  to  1826  inclusive,  to  Mears,  at 
1827,  to  Mears,  at 


£. 

22  15 
22  15 
22  15 

25  0 

26  0 
26  0 
20  0 
10  0 


0 per  annum. 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


17.  These  sums  the  burgomaster  (Major  Cassan)  received,  and  out  of  them  made  several  dis-  Accounts. 
t'nTo’  v]6  t0ta^  rece*pts  (they  being  all,  except  £30,  in  Irish  currency)  amounted 
a a I disbursements,  to  £95  4s.  3d.,  leaving  a balance  in  his  hands  of 

i-lo  4s.  4cl. : a copy  of  the  account  is  annexed  to  this  Report,  and  Major  Cassan  states  that 
1 contains  a true  account  of  the  expenditure  and  receipts.  N 0 member  of  the  corporation  nor  any 
° Th  ^er^0n  access  to  it,  and  Major  Cassan  has  no  account  save  that  which  he  produced. 

e tolls  received  by  the  tenants  of  the  corporation  were  very  considerable,  and  amounted 
annually  to  a clear  profit  of  £100  after  paying  the  rent  and  expenses  of  collection.  Cranage 
is  still  collected  partially,  the  people  giving  whatever  they  choose. 

t In'  corporation  has  no  Patronage,  nor  are  there  any  Local  Acts  of  Parliament  relating  Patronage  and 
0 e district,  except  the  Act  of  3,  4 Philip  and  Mary,  c.  2,  already  mentioned.  Local  Acts. 

19.  According  to  the  Return  of  1821,  the  population  of  the  town  of  Mary-  Statistical 

borough  was  then  2,677.  Details. 

n 1831,  by  the  enumeration  of  that  year,  it  was  - 3,223 

Of  whom  there  were.  Males 1,496 

_ » Females - 1,729 

Their  occupations  were. 

Families  employed  in  agriculture  - - - 158 

Ditto  chiefly  employed  in  trade,  manufactures,  and 

handicraft - - 289 

All  others,  not  included  in  the  two  preceding  classes  - 194 

Occupiers  employing  labourers  -----  4 

Ditto  not  employing  labourers  - - - * 11 

Labourers  employed  in  agriculture  - 140 

Employed  in  retail  trade  or  in  handicraft,  as  masters  or 

workmen 426 

Capitalists,  &c. 57 

Labourers  employed  in  labour  not  agricultural  - - 32 

Houses  inhabited  -----  484 

Houses  uninhabited  - - - - 10 

Ditto  building 14 

M.C.I.  Families 641 
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20.  The  population  within  the  limits  of  the  borough  was  stated  to  amount  to  5 00ft 

number  of  houses  to  be  about  800 ; the  number  of  £10  householders,  about  ^00  • anA  c/Zl 
householders,  nearly  130.  ’ na  ot  «0 

The  market  has  improved.  Formerly  very  little  wheat  was  brought  to  it-  at  w™, 
siderable  quantities  'are  sold  here.  Several  public  buildings  have  lately  been  erected  in  1 r°U 
the  county  gaol  and  the  district  lunatic  asylum,  and  much  public  money  has  been'  Pv  if 
in  the  borough  within  the  last  10  years.  ' 

The  internal  regulations  of  the  town  are  deplorably  bad.  False  weights  and  measur  $ 
in  general  use,  by  which  all  classes,  and  particularly  the  poor,  suffer  severely.  This  is  ' T 
ject  of  well-founded  and  very  general  complaint  The  town  is  not  lighted,  and  the  f 
9 Geo.  IV.  c.  S2,  has  not  been  put  in  operation  here. 

21.  Copies  of  the  following  Documents  are  sent  with  this  Report: 

1.  Charter  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 

2.  Account  furnished  by  Major  Cassan. 

3.  Bye-law  of  17th  of  September  1738. 

4.  Presentment  of  One  Acre  of  Land  for  the  Build  of  a Church. 

5.  Notice  and  Petition  for  Admission  as  a Freeman. 

HENRY  BALDWIN. 

Inquiry  held  on  19th  and  20th  September  1833,  before  John  Colhoun  and  Henry  Baldwin. 
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BOROUGH  OF  NAAS. 


1.  THE  Charter  of  Queen  Elizabeth  to  the  Borough  of  Naas  ordains,  “ that  all  the  lands, 
tenements,  rents,  and  services,  and  all  and  singular  other  hereditaments  which  then 
(a.  d.  1570)  were  known,  accepted,  or  reputed,  as  part  and  member  of  the  town  of  Naas, 
or  within  the  precincts  thereof,  should,  from  thenceforth  for  ever,  be  within  the  franchises, 
liberties,  and  jurisdictions  of  the  town  and  borough.”  It,  however,  neither  specifies  the  lands, 
nor  states  the  distance  to  which  they  extend. 

In  an  Act  of  the  Lord  Deputy  and  Privy  Council,  bearing  date  the  16th  of  April  1609,  a 
petition  of  the  sovereign,  portreeves,  and  burgesses  to  the  Privy  Council  in  England,  is  recited 
as  praying,  amongst  other  matters,  " that  the  villages  of  Orsberston  and  Gingerstown  might 
be  contained  within  the  liberties  of  the  town.”  The  council,  after  granting  part  of  the  request, 
but  omitting  to  notice  particularly  that  portion  of  it  which  sought  for  an  extension  of  the 
limits,  conclude  by  stating,  that,  “ as  touching  the  residue  of  the  requests,  they  did  not 
think  them  fit  to  be  granted.”  _ 

The  subsequent  charter  is  silent  on  the  subject  of  limits. 

The  limits  appear  to  be  quite  unknown  at  the  present  day  even  to  the  officers  of  the  corpora- 
tion. One  gentleman  of  the  body  stated  that  they  extend  three  miles  to  the  north,  and  as 
far  to  the  south,  while  others  believe  that  they  are  not  nearly  so  extensive.  They  certainly 
comprise  a district  beyond  the  town,  in  every  direction. 

Naas  was  anciently  the  residence  of  the  Kings  of  Leinster,  and  is  a borough  of  great 
antiquity.  It  is  difficult  to  say  when  it  was  first  incorporated.  It  may  be  inferred  that  a 
Corporation  existed  here  by  Prescription. 

2.  A Charter  enrolled  in  Chancery,  (Rot.  Pat.  2 Hen.  V.  a.  103,)  and  dated  24th  May, 
2 Henry  V.,  granted  “ to  the  portreeve,  burgesses,  and  commonalty  of  the  town  of  Naas,”  tolls 
upon  all  things  coming  into  the  town  for  sale,  for  20  years,  for  the  purpose  of  walling  and 
fortifying  the  town.  This  charter  establishes,  beyond  controversy,  the  fact  of  the  existence  of 
the  corporation  so  long  ago  as  the  year  1414. 

The  borough  obtained  a Charter  from  Queen  Elizabeth,  which  bears  date  the  18th  day  of 
July,  in  the  eleventh  year  of  her  reign. 

It  is  remarkable  that  this  charter  does  not  allude  to  a corporation  as  previously  existing, 
but  proceeds,  as  if  originally,  to  create  one.  It  grants,  “ that  the  town  of  Naas  shall  be 
a free  and  undoubted  borough ; and  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town  and  their  successors 
be  incorporated  by  the  name  there  given  to  them. 

The  Act  of  the  Lord  Deputy  and  Council,  of  the  16th  of  April  1609,already  alluded  to, — after 
stating  the  petition  of  the  corporation,  and  that  the  Privy  Council  in  England,  as  commissioners 
for  Irish  causes,  by  letters  bearing  date  the  9th  of  April  1608,  had  signified  his  Majesty’s 
pleasure  that  the  charter  of  Elizabeth  should  be  renewed  under  the  great  seal  of  Ireland, 
with  such  immunities  and  liberties  as  the  lord  deputy  and  couucil  of  Ireland  should  think 
fit,  and  had  referred  the  other  matters  of  the  petition  to  them, — declared  it  should  be 
granted  by  his  Majesty,  in  renewing  the  charter^  that  the  sovereign  for  the  time  being  should 
be  a justice  of  the  peace,  and  of  the  quorum,  and  say-master  for  sealing  of  leather;  that  there 
should  be  two  fairs  annually ; and  that  the  corporation  might  be  at  liberty  to  surrender  up  to 
bis  Majesty  all  such  chauntrie  lands  as  they  then  held ; and  that,  thereupon,  the  said  lands 
should  be  regranted  to  them  and  their  successors,  rendering  to  the  King  and  his  heirs  and 
successors  the  yearly  rent  of  £4  Irish,  besides  the  rent  of  £9  per  annum  to  be  paid  towards 
the  reparation  of  the  church  of  St.  David’s. 

The  Act  of  Council  was  speedily  followed  by  a Charter  of  James  I.  This  charter  bears 
date  the  2d  of  May,  in  the  seventh  year  of  his  reign,  and  contains  an  inspeximus  and 
ratification  of  the  charter  of  Elizabeth.  It  is  enrolled  in  Chancery.  (Rot.  Pat.  7 Jac.  I. 
?•  I m.  7.) 

The  Charters  of  Elizabeth  and  James  govern  the  corporation. 

Ihese  charters  regulate  the  mode  of  electing  the  sovereign,  provosts,  and  a serjeant  at  mace ; 
contain  a grant  of  a court  for  all  personal  causes,  without  limit  in  amount  of  claim,  to  be  held 
before  the  sovereign  and  provosts ; of  a power  of  making  bye-laws ; of  a weekly  market  on 
londay ; of  two  fairs  in  the  year ; and  of  tolls  and  customs,  according  to  a given  schedule ; 
ttTir1 0ther  customs  and  profits,  for  all  matters  sold  within  the  town  and  its  franchises  as 
hc  bailiffs  of  Dundalk  might  receive  in  that  town,  at  a rent  of  £10  per  annum. 

They  give  to  the  sovereign  and  provosts  the  return  and  execution  of  all  writs  and  mandates 
111  anywise  concerning  the  borough;  constitute  the  sovereign  a justice  of  the  peace  within  it, 
ana  master  of  the  say  for  sealing  of  leather;  and  the  sovereign  and  provosts,  escheators,  and 
t7+lkS  °f  the  ^rket,  and  coroners;  and  the  charter  of  James  regrants  their  landed  property 

10  the  corporation  for  ever. 
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Of  Freemen. 


3.  The  corporation  is  entitled  by  these  charters,  “ The  Sovereign  Proved  p 

Commonalty  of  Naas.”  6 3 CuTgesses,  and 

4.  It  consists  of. 

One  Sovereign, 

Two  Provosts,  and 
Burgesses  and 
Freemen ; 

without  limit  as  to  the  number  of  either  class. 

5.  The  inferior  Officers  are. 

One  Serjeant  at  Mace, 

One  Town  Serjeant, 

One  Billet  Master,  and 
Three  Weighmasters. 

eha^t"16  °f  ths  last"meIlti°lle<l  offices,  except  that  of  Serjeant  at  mace,  are  mentioned  in  tle 

,ch“rtel:s  five  *?  th„e  Wastes  and  commonalty  the  power,  “ on  the  Feast  of  a 
Michael  the  Archangel,  of  electing  from  themselves  one  to  be  Soverefen  and  ? 
Provosts,  to  serve  for  one  entire  year.”  6 1 »o  to  be 

In  form,  these  officers  are  elected  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  charter  although  tW 
in  fact,  the  nominees  of  the  Earl  of  Mayo,  who  is  » the  patron" 
years  there  has  been  no  instance  of  any  person  being  elected  sovereign0 who  was 
member  of  his  lordship  s family.  The  circumstance,  of  this  office  being  continually  filled  W 
members  of  one  family  prior  to  1697,  was  in  that  year  made  the  subject  of  a petition  to  thl 
House  of  Commons,  which  will  be  stated  hereafter,  1 

The  same  persons  are  frequently  re-elected  for  several  successive  years.  One  of  the  nrespnt 
£°WStfflha5  been  re-elected  every  year  since  1824.  There  is  no  qualification  necessary  for 
either  office,  except  that  of  being  a burgess  or  freeman.  ^ 

The  sovereign  and  provosts  arc  generally  all  non-resident ; but  one  of  the  provosts  (W® 
Connor,  Esq.)  has  for  some  years,  resided  sufficiently  near  the  town,  although  outside  the  limit, 
to  be  able  to  perform  some  of  the  duties  of  lhs  office.  He  occasionally  interferes  in  tb 
reOTlatMM  of  the  town  and  markets;  and,  being  a county  magistrate,  sits  at  petty  sessions; 
and  these  acts  of  Mr.  Connor  constitute  all  the  municipal  duties  at  present  performed 
by  the  sovereign  and  provosts.  The  functions  prescribed  for  them  by  charter,  Tre  abate 
enumerated.  According  to  the  charters,  they  arc  to  he  elected  “ to  govern  the  borough,  and 
hold  the  court  belonging  to  the  same.”  ^ 

By  the  non-residence  of  the  sovereign,  the  inhabitants  of  this  district  are  deprived  of  the 
only  advantage  which  commonly  results  to  the  public  from  the  existence  of  a close  corporation 
in  a small  town,  namely,  the  superintendence  of  a local  magistrate. 

Neither  sovereign  nor  provosts  receive  any  Salary  or  Emolument. 

6.  The  modes  of  electing  Burgesses  and  Freemen  are  not  prescribed  by  charter,  nor  is  the 
number  of  either  class  limited. 

In  practice,  burgesses  and  freemen  are.  elected  in  the  same  manner,  and  by  the  same 
• persons  as  the  sovereign  and  provosts,  to  hold  until  death,  resignation,  or  amoral.  There  is 
^ua  1.1ca  loa  le(iun-ed  for  being  admitted  to  either  body.  Burgesses  are  generally,  but  not 
essariy,  selected  from  the  freemen.  Indeed,  the  charters  do  not  chaw  any  distinction, 
unless  it  be  m name,  aetween  the  burgesses  and  oommonalty. 

^Althoughthe  charters  seem  to  direct  that  all  the  Inhabitants  of  the  town  and  their 
successors  should  be  of  the  corporation,  they  have  been  long  excluded  from  it;  and  the 
rewpersons,  who  now  compose  the  body,  are  chiefly  members  of  Lord  Mayo’s  family. 

• ar6j  P*esfnL  (September  1833,)  only  eight  burgesses  and  seven  freemen;  and  there 

i no  burgess,  and  there  are  but  two  freemen  resident  within  the  borough.  Six  of  the  eight 
Durgesses,  ancl  three  of  the  freemen,  were  stated  to  be  related  to  Lord  Mayo,  and  of  the  four 
men  w io  are  not  of  his  family,  two  are  his  tenants,  and  one  his  land  agent. 

f?^°wing  is  a List  of  the-  Burgesses  and  Freemen,  as  furnished  by  the  members  of  the 
corporation : . J 

Burgesses : 

Earl  of  Mayo, 

Lprd  Dunally, . 

Honourable  and  Reverend  George  Bourke, 

Dean  of  Ossory, 

Honourable  Robert  Bourke, 

William  Browne, 

Samuel  Hall, 

Robert  Davis. 

Freemen  : 

Honourable  Sackville  Bourke, 

Honourable  John  W.  Bourke, 

Robert  Uniacke, 

William  Richardson, 

J ohn  Connor, 

■ - -John  Rutherford,  • . . . 

A.  H.  Payne.  . - 
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I apprehend  this  list  is  inaccurate  in  omitting  Sibthorpe  G.  Bourke,  a name  which  I find  • 
subscribed  to  a resolution  in  1830,  as  a freeman. 

There  is  no  modern  instance  of  any  person  being  admitted  as  a burgess  or  freeman  with- 
out the  consent  of  Lord  Mayo ; and  there  has  not  been  opposition  to  any  individual  proposed 
intli  his  sanction. 

The  Sons  of  Freemen  have  been  admitted  to  their  freedom,  as  of  right,  while  resident.  Sons  of  Freemen. 
From  the  limited  number  of  freemen,  applications  for  such  admission  have  been  very  rare. 

There  is  no  instance  of  a Roman  Catholic  or  Protestant  Dissenter  being  a member  of  the  Exclusion  of 
corporation.  A desire  to  obtain  their  freedom  has  existed  amongst  the  inhabitants;  but.  Dissenters, 
being  generally  of  the  Roman  Catholic  persuasion,  they  were  deterred  from  applying  for 
admission  by  a feeling,  that,  on  that  ground  alone,  they  would  be  rejected.  The  experiment 
was,  however,  made  about  the  year  1832,  by  a Mr.  Wilson,  a resident  Roman  Catholic,  and 
his  rejection  fortified  the  impression  that  had  previously  prevailed. 

The  strongest  Sectarian  Feeling  is  observable  in  this  corporation,  which,  in  a district  where  Sectarian  Feeling. 
Roman  Catholics  are  stated  to  be  numerically  to  all  other  sects,  in  the  proportion  of  thirty 
to  one,  has  produced  the  natural  consequence  of  general  odium  towards  the  body. 

7.  There  is  no  Fee  payable  on  the  admission  of  a freeman,  or  election  of  a burgess  or  any  Fees, 
other  officer  in  the  corporation ; and  even  the  stamp  duty  on  admissions  has  of  late  years 

been  paid  out  of  the  corporate  funds,  and  not  by  the  individual  admitted. 

Neither  burgesses  nor  freemen  perform  any  Functions,  except  those  of  attending  corporate  Functions.  ■ 
meetings,  and  electing  officers  and  admitting  freemen. 

Their  Privileges  are  now  confined  to  eligibility  to  all  the  offices  of  the  corporation,  and  an  Privileges, 
exemption  from  payment  of  tolls  and  customs.  The  charter  of  Elizabeth  declares  “that  it 
shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  persons,  dwelling  within  the  borough,  to  use  any  traffic,  or  any 
other  faculty  or  occupation,  unless  he  be  admitted  and  allowed  a freeman  of  the  said  borough 
by  the  sovereign,  provosts,  burgesses,  and  commonalty,  or  their  successors  for  ever.”  I am 
not  aware  of  this  provision  having  been  ever  enforced ; no  attempt  to  do  so  has  been  made 
within  the  memory  of  any  living  person. 

8.  The  Serjeant  at  Mace,  Town  Serjeant,  Billet  Master,  and  Weighmasters,  are  annually  Inferior  Officers, 
appointed  by  the  coiporation  at  large. 

The  same  person  fills  the  offices  of  serjeant  at  mace,  town  serjeant,  and  billet  master,  and  is 
continued  in  office  from  year  to  year. 

As  Serjeant  at  Mace,  since  the  Borough  Court  has  fallen  into  disuse,  he  has  had  no  Duty  to  Functions  of 
perform.  When  that  court  sat  he  executed  its  process.  Seijeant  at  Mace ; 

As  Town  Serjeant,  he  acts  as  constable  of  the  borough,  and  occasionally  interferes  in  the  of  Town  Serjeant; 
regulation  of  the  markets.  He  also  regulates  the  assize  of  bread. 

As  Billet  Master,  he  has  frequently  a difficult  duty  to  perform,  Naas  being  a considerable  of  Billet  Master, 
thoroughfare  for  soldiers  marching  to  and  from  the  south  of  Ireland. 

As  serjeant  at  mace,  he  has  no  salary. 

He  receives  £12  12s.  per  annum  out  of  the  corporation  rents,  for  the  offices  of  town  serjeant  Salaries, 
and  billet  master. 

The  three  Weighmasters  are  stationed  in  different  markets;  the  first,  in  the  potatoe  Weighmasters. 
market;  the  second,  in  the  butter;  and  the  third,  in  the  corn  market.  The  first  is  paid  a Stations  of. 

Salary  of  £10a-year;  the  second,  £5  a-year;  both  out  of  the  corporation  rents;  and  the  Salaries  of- 
third  is  paid  by  the  person  holding  the  crane,  according  to  private  agreement  between  them. 

9.  There  is  no  common  council,  or  other  Select  Body  in  this  corporation.  The  Earl  of  Select  Body. 

Mayo  rules  and  governs  as  he  pleases. 

10.  The  Constitution  was  originally  popular.  The  inhabitants  were  to  form  the  commonalty.  Constitution, 
and  to  the  commonalty  was  extended  a full  participation  in  all  its  privileges.  In  practice, 

however,  the  inhabitants  have  been  long  excluded  from  the  body;  they  derive  no  benefit 
whatsoever  from  it ; and  the  existence  of  the  corporation,  as  at  present  constituted,  is  deemed 
an  impediment  to  the  prosperity  of  the  town. 

In  former  times,  efforts  were  made  to  maintain  the  constitution  and  enforce  its  regulations ; 
and  accordingly,  it  appears  that,  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  proceedings  were  instituted, 
f k!  Ver(^ct  founcl  of  " 700  marks,  penalties  against  the  superior,  burgesses,  and  community 
n the  town  of  Naas,  for -admitting  the  persons  therein  named  into  the  liberties  and  franchises 
0 the  town,  and  making  them  freemen,  jurors,  and  brethren  of  same,  they  never  having  been 
apprentices  in  the  town,  contrary  to  the  form  of  the  statute  of  the  late  King  Henry  VII.,  in 
such  cases  lately  edited  and  provided.” 

. In  tfle  second  volume  of  the  Journals  of  the  House  of  Commons  of  Ireland,  page  369,  there  Petitions. 

under  date  the  16th  of  November  1703,  “apetition  of  the  burgesses  and  freemen,  inhabitants 

the  town  of  Naas,  complaining  that  the  franchises  and  privileges  of  the  borough  were 

en  invaded  and  infringed  by  several  gentlemen,  who  were  foreigners  to  the  town,  and  being 
“argesses  of  the  said  town,  and  justices  of  the  peace  in  the  county,  carried  matters  with  a high 
"r^gainst  the  inhabitants.”  On  Thursday,  the  18th  of  the  same  month,  this  petition  was 
raered  to  be  heard  at  the  bar  of  the  House  on  the  Tuesday  following.  On  the  24th  of  that 
November,  a petition  was  presented  from  certain  persons,  “ on  behalf  of  themselves  and  other 
^gesses  and  freemen,  being  inhabitants,”  alleging  that  " the  major  part  of  the  town,  being 
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Protestants,  did  not  consent  to  the  former  petition;  ancl  that  the  scope  ofit  v 
contrived  for  the  benefit  of  the  persons  only  who  subscribed  it,  and  not  for  th  '9*  ?ntrue’ 
the  innkeepers  and  tradesmen  of  the  town,  who  had  their  support  chiefly  from  th  antaoe  of 
of  the  county,  who  had  been  complimented  and  entreated  by  the  said  town  to  b ^nt*emen 
and  freemen  thereof,  for  the  good  and  profit  of  the  said  town ; that  the  F t bur=es*s 
subscribed  the  former  petition,  had  injured  the  corporation,  by  makinv  gentlemenh^’  ^ 
the  corporation,  who  had  no  manner  of  interest  in  the  town  of  Naas,&or  countv  of 
lived  in  the  city  of  Dublin  and  county  of  Wicklow;  forasmuch, ’ therefore  as  thf  ^Ut 
burgesses,  who  were  inhabitants  of  the.  county  of  Kildare,  had  done  the  town  r-°  • 


singular  good  offices,  and  particularly  in  making  the  town  of  Naas  the  shire  town  anc^ 


charge  to  the  county,  Kildare  being  anciently  the  shire  town,  they  prayed  the  H * 
in  the  premises  for  the  good  of  the  petitioners  as  should  be  thought  fit.”  °USe  to  ^ 

And  it  was  ordered  by  the  House,  that  the  latter  petition  should  tf  be  a^ain  read  wh 


matter  of  complaint  on  the  petition  of  the  burgesses  of  the  borough  of  Naas  should'  b 1 
at  the  bar  of  the  House.”  • ° e lear^ 


Corporation,  close 
and  exclusive. 


I have  not  been  able  to  trace  these  proceedings  further,  or  to  find  anv  dpmim.  „„ 
petitions  by  the  House  of  Commons.  y °n  uPon  the 

Notwithstanding  its  originally  free  institutions,  this  Corporation  has  lono-  been  of  the  cl 
and  most  exclusive  description.  The  borough  returned  two  Members  to  the  Irish  Pirlia 
M.P/s  to  the  Irish  0f  whom  Lord  Mayo  had  the  nomination,  the  elective  franchise  being  vested  in  the 
ai  lamen  . tion.  When,  by  the  Act  of  Union,  the  borough  was  deprived  of  this  franchise  flolWu”" 

Compensation  paid,  as  Compensation  to  the  Earl  of  Mayo  and  the  Hon.  and  Rev.  Richard  Bourke  to  be 

applied  upon  the  trusts  of  his  lordship’s  marriage  settlement. 

The  borough  appears  to  have  first  returned  Members  to  Parliament  in  the  second  year  of 
Queen  Elizabeth,  and  prior  to  the  Queen’s  charter.  J 


Money. 


Bye-laws, 


Jurisdiction. 
Borough  Court. 


II.  The  charter  of  Elizabeth  conferred  upon  the  ff  sovereign,  burgesses,  and  commonalty 
or  the  major  part  of  them,  with  the  sovereign  and  provosts,”  the  power  of  making  Bye-law*' 
This  privilege  has  not  been  exercised  for  many  years.  There  are  a few  bye-laws  interspersed 
through  the  books  of  the  coiporation.  ^ 


12.  The  corporation  do  not  exercise  at  present  any  Jurisdiction,  criminal  or  civil. 

By  charter,  the  sovereign  and  provosts  are  empowered  “ to  hear  all  personal  pleas  artin* 
uthm  the  jurisdiction  of  the  boroutrh  : and  tn  malrn  sn«h  dn»  niw»»  „ .cjJ? 


. , r , .....  p r l jjciouiiai  ultras,  an 

wiUnn  the  jurisdiction  of  the  borough ; and  to  make  such  due  process  and  execution  of  the 
same,  as  the  mayor  and  sheriffs  of  the  town  of  Drogheda  were  used  to  do.” 

A court  of  civil  jurisdiction  was  accordingly  held  before  the  sovereign  and  provosis,  but  it 
has  fallen  into  total  disuse  so  long  ago  that  no  evidence  could  be  obtained  respecting  it. 
The  officers  of  the  corporation  alleged  that  they  were  not  aware  of  the  existence  of.  any  book 
or  record  belonging  to  it,  and  could  give  no  information  as  to  its  course  of  proceeding. 

Naas  is,  alternately  with  Athy,  the  assize  town  of  the  county  of  Kildare,  and  the  Spring 
Assizes  are  held  here. 


Quarter  Sessions. 


Petty  Sessions. 


An  order,  bearing  date  the  15th  of  July  1641,  appears  in  the  first  volume  of  the  Journals 
m the  Irish  House  of  Commons,  directing  « that  the  assizes  of  gaol  delivery  for  the  count)- of 
Kildare  be  kept  and  held  at  Naas,  as  being  the  most  commodious  and  usual  place  for  the 
gentry  and  freeholders  of  the  county  to  resort  unto  for  that  service.” 

Quarter  Sessions  occur  at.  Naas  twice  a year.  The  civil  bill  process  of  this  court  would,  if 
the  court  were  oftener  held,  supersede  the  necessity  of  a Borough  Court,  and  afford  a preferable 
tribunal  for  the  recovery  of  small  claims. 


Petty  Sessions  is  held  weekly  before  county  magistrates.  The  sovereign  scarcely  ever 
attends ; one  of  the  portreeves,  who  happens  to  be  a county  justice,  sits  as  such. 

I?-  Except  the  town  serjeant.,  there  is  no  corporate  Police.  The  county  constabulary  act 
within  the  district  as  in  any  other  part  of  the  county.  There  are  generally  from  sis  to  ten 
ot  them  stationed  here.  ° J 


Property. 

Lands  and  Houses. 


Petition  to  James  I. 


14.  There  is  not,  nor  has  there  been  within  memory,  a borough  Gaol.  There  are  two 
county  gaols  situate  m the  town,  to  which  town  prisoners  are  committed;  but  neither  the 
corporation,  nor  any  of  its  officers,  have  control  over  them. 

15.  The  coiporation  do  not  support  any  institution  for  the  relief  of  the  Poor,  and  there  is 
no  pu  ic  sc  oo  , or  other  charitable  foundation, "under  their  superintendence. 

There  is  a diocesan  School  established  under  Act  of  Parliament,  and  there  are  Sunday  aad 
other  schools,  for  gratuitous  education. 

16.  Prior  to  the  reim  of  James  I.  the  corporation  of  Naas  was  possessed  of  35  Houscsanl 
a considerable  landed  Property ; ancl,  amongst  other,  of  a denomination  called' “Magdalena, 
ot  a castle  and  19  acres  of  land,  m the  tom  and  fields  of  Naas,  of  the  lands  of  Gingerstwn, 
and  -3  acres  of  land  m the  town.  How  they  originally  acquired  this  property  did  not  appear. 


In  a Petition  from  the  corporation  to  James  I.,  early  in  the  seventh  year  of  his  reign,  these 
lands  are  described  as  “~1' — 1 » J 


for  Liberty  to  sur- 


. ---  — “chauntrie  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  held  by  the  corpo- 

ration  time  out  of  mind,  and  for  which  they  paid  for  reparation  of  the  church  of  St.  Datid  £9 
per  annum.”  J 1 1 


render  Lands,  &e,,  Ia  th« seventh  year  ofthe  reign  of  JamesL,  the  membersof  the  corporation  having  presml'd 

and  for  a Regrant.  petition,  praying,  amongst  other  things,  that  they  might  be  at  liberty  to  surrender  w 

Act  of  loth  April  ' and  Tenements,  add  for  a grant  of  the  same  to  them  and  their  successors,  pa« 

1000,  giving  Leave  !™nrent  heretofore  paid,  and  also  the  rent  to  the  church  of  St.  David,  the  lord  Dert 
to  surrender.  and  Council,  by  the  Act  ofthe  16th  of  April  1609,  already  mentioned,  declared  that  the  snd 
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members  of  the  corporation  might  surrender  up  to  his  Majesty  all  such  chauntrie  lands  as 
they  then  held ; and  that  thereupon  the  said  lands  might  be  regranted  to  them  and  their 
successors,  rendering  to  the  King,  his  heirs  and  successors,  the  yearly  rent  of  £4  Irish, 
besides  the  usual  rent  of  £9  per  annum  to  the  church  of  St.  David. 

Shortly  after  this  act  of  council,  the  sovereign,  portreeves,  burgesses,  and  commonalty, 
hv  deed  poll,  bearing  date  the  20th  day  of  April,  in  the  7th  year  of  James  I.,  surrendered  to 
his  Majesty  all  the  lands  and  premises  therein  mentioned,  “ with  this  intention,  nevertheless, 
that  he  would  vouchsafe  to  grant,  by  his  letters  patent,  all  the  said  towns,  villages,  hamlets, 
messuages,  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  to  the  said  sovereign,  provosts,  burgesses,  and 
commonalty  of  the  town  of  Naas,  and  their  successors  for  ever  and  they  at  tlmsametime 
executed  a Power  of  Attorney  to  Michael  Latten,  of  the  city,  of  Dublin,  to  deliver  up  unto  the 
Chancellor  the  deed  of  surrender  ; and  accordingly  the  Chancellor,  having  accepted  of  such 
surrender  by  the  hands  of  the  said  Michael  Latten,  the  Charter  of  James,  after  recitino-  the 
deed  of  surrender  and  stating  the  acceptance  thereof,  granted  « unto  the  sovereign,  provosts, 
burgesses,  and  commonalty  of  Naas,  all  the  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments^  comprised 
in  the  said  deed,  to  hold  to  them  and  their  successors  for  ever,  as  of  the  castle  of  Dublin,  in 
free  and  common  soccage  only,  and  not  in  capite  nor  by  knight’s  service,  paying  thereout 
unto  the  King,  his  heirs  and  successors,  £4  current  money  of  Ireland,  and  also  paying 
thereout,  for  the  repairs  of  the  parish  church  of  St.  David,  the  yearly  rent  of  £9  current 
money  of  Ireland.” 

The  corporation  continued  for  a series  of  years  in  the  possession  of  the  estates  comprised  in 
the  charter  of  James,  and  were  occasionally  involved  in  expensive  litigation  concerning  them, 
to  support  which  it  was  stated  that  a considerable  portion  of  the  rents  had  been  appliecl. 

I transcribe  from  the  second  volume  of  the  " Journals  of  the  House  of  Commons,”  of 
Ireland,  (page  231,)  the  following  petition  from  " John  Jones,  Henry  Dalton,  John 
Brewer,  and  Thomas  Misson,  in  behalf  of  themselves  and  almost  all  the  freemen  and  poor 
inhabitants  of  the  corporation  of  Naas.”  It  appears  to  have  been  presented  on  the  30th  of 
November  1697,  and  I introduce  it  under  the  head  of  “Property,”  because,  while  it  enumerates 
many  grievances,  its  most  material  complaint  is  of  the  improper  use  of  the  corporate  lands. 

The  journal  states  that  the  Petition  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth 
" that  the  town  of  Naas  is  an  ancient  corporation  which  ought  to  consist  of  12  burgesses 
residing  in  the  town ; that  of  those,  four  or  five  only  do  reside  there,  who,  confederating 
together,  and.  strengthening  themselves  by  taking  in  12  foreigners  more  to  make  up  24  in 
all,  do  by  virtue  of  bye-laws  pretended  to  be  made  at  their  private  assemblies,  without 
the  petitioners’  consent,  grievously  oppress  the  freemen  and  inhabitants,  taking  from  them 
300  acres  of  very  good  land , their  ancient  common,  which  they  have  enjoyed  time  out  of  mind, 
till  very  lately ; that  they  have  been  forced  from  them  without  their  consent  and  sold  or  set  for 
long  leases  to  some  of  themselves  for  little  or  nothing  ; and  though  they  have  thus  unjustly 
robbed  the  petitioners  of  their  ancient  rights  and  commons,  yet  they  arbitrarily,  and  very 
unequally,  tax  the  petitioners  in  all  manner  of  town  and  country  taxes,  as  when  they  enjoyed 
the  said  commons,  and  lay  very  little  on  those  who  do  enjoy  them ; when  by  all  rule  and 
custom  in  the  country  they  ought  to  pay  it  all,  and  the  poor  cottiers  nothing : that  the  little 
rent  received  out  of  the  said  commons,  sold,  or  set  thus,  without  their  consent,  is  sunk  into 
the  private  pockets  of  the  respective  sovereigns,  without  any  aid  or  advantage  to  the  corpo- 
ration, as  is  also  a considerable  yearly  revenue  raised  by  the  tolls  and  customs  which  were 
exacted  from  the  freemen  as  well  as  foreigners,  contrary  to  their  charter,  and  the  corporation 
Dave  no  benefit  by  all  this ; having  no  gates,  nor  walls,  nor  bridges,  repaired  for  it.,  nor  streets 
paved,  nor  so  much  as  strand ; but,  on  the  contrary,  petitioners  are  taxed  on  all  occasions, 
and  distrained  at  the  will  of  the  two  or  three  burgesses  and  the  sovereign,  as  they  were 
lately  on  pretence  of  buying  the  new  measures  pursuant  to  the  late  Act  of  Parliament,  and 
«>r  a Ballour,  who  does  not  do  a pennyworth  of  service  for  the  town,  but  is  a labourer  in  the 
sovereigns  house:  they  do  likewise,  by  having  so  many  foreigners  burgesses,  keep  the 
sovereignship  almost  continually  in  one  family,  or  dispose  of  it  to  such  as  shall  engage  to  let 
one  of  that  family  be  .deputy  under  him,  and  farm  the  tolls  and  customs  at  such  rate  as  that 
amily  pleases ; by  which  means  the  ancient  freemen  are  not  only  robbed  of  their  right  of 
being  sovereigns  in  their  turns,  but  are  oppressed  by  this  usurped  power,  and  forced  to  pay 
oil,  customs,  and  taxes,  to  which  they  are  no  ways  liable  by  their' charter : the  petitioners  are 
kewise  grievously  oppressed  by  the  unequal  quartering  of  soldiers  on  them,  while  the  rich 
nien  of  the  town,  who  ought  and  are  able  to  quarter  them,  go  free,  which  the  petitioners  bore 
mt“  great  patience  during  the  war,  but  are  now  no  longer  able  to  do,  being  by  those  and 
inany  such  like  arbitrary  proceedings  and  oppressions,  and  the  taking  of  all  their  commons 
rom  them,  reduced  to  the  lowest  extremity : they  have  often  made  suit  to  their  sovereigns 
°r  redress,  but  can  obtain  none,  and  being  too  poor  to  wage  law  with  their  oppressors,  who 
sre  grown  rich  with  their  spoils,  and  too  fond  oi  the  gain  to  let  it  go.”  And  they  therefore 
prayed  “ the  House  to  take  the  premises  into  consideration,  and  give  them  opportunity  to 
P ove  their  complaint  of  those  and  the  like  oppressions,  which  they  are  ready  to  do,  that  they 
ay  obtain  such  relief  as  shall  seem  meet.”  The  petition  was  referred  to  a committee,  but 
on  th  Vi0t  been  able  t(5  find  any  rePort  uPon  and  Parliament  having  been  prorogued 
Dr  1 ti  of  Decemher  following,  only  three  days  after  the  presentation  of  the  petition,  it  is 
P 0 a le  that  no  report  was  ever  made. 

^ A good  deal  appears  on  the  registry  to  lead  to  a belief,  that  the  allegations  of  the  petition, 

ar  ^ they  relate  to  property,  were  not  destitute  of  foundation.  I have  discovered  many 
Leases  made  by  the  corporation  from  the  very  commencement  of  the  registry 
V M C ' ° r year  1822  at  extremely  low  rents.  In  1695,  the  corporation  appear  to  have 


NAAS. 


20th  April,  7 Jas.  I. 
Deed  of  Surrender, 

Power  of  Attorney. 

Grant  of  Lands  in 
Charter  of  7 Jas,  I. 
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Leases. 
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REPORTS  PROM  COMMISSIONERS  ON 


NAAS. 


Feefurm  Grant. 
Map  of  1809. 

Rental. 

Burgh's  Lease. 
29th  Sept.  181 G. 

Deed  of  Com- 
promise, 

30th  Nov.  1816. 


Down  Survey. 


Rent  of  the  Barrack. 


demised  to  Frances  Spring  “ 2S  acres  of  land  near  the  town,  called f The  Commons  ’ 1 
old  Bridewell  downward  to  the  Knocks,  for  99  years,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  11$  6d  ” e-??n<^e 
on  the  registry  a memorial  of  a lease  bearing  date  the  11th  November  1712  wh  ^ re  ‘s 
sovereign  and  portreeves,  “ with  the  free  will  and  consent  of  the  burgesses  and  co 
(as  it  is  stated,)  demised  to  Thomas  Burgh  one  plot  of  ground  on  the  west  green  of  v-’" 
five  acres  of  corporation  lands,  and  20  acres  in  and  about  the  lands  of  Knock  ^ ^ 
lands  of  Naas,  and  2a.  3r.  15p.,  adjoining  to  Agog’s  Gate,  leading  from  Naas  Jp,lln't*le 
bold  for  the  term  of  99  years,  from  the.  25th  March  1712,  at  a rent  of  18s.  a-vear  Th  t0 
are  several  memorials  of  leases  to  Alexander  Graydon  at  nominal  rents,  and  some  of  th 

.don, 
acre. 

terms  of  99  years,  have  recently  fallen  in.  This  circumstance  should  have^eiubledThe' a 


are  executed  by  Henry  Graydon  as  one  of  the  portreeves.  One  of  the  leases  to  C .| 
which  bore  date  the  25th  August  1713,  demised  three  acres,  at  a rent  of  3d  n ra-  - 
Most  of  the  registered  leases  are  of  dates  between  the  years  1707  and  1739  arji  ? T-  acre' 
tevmc  nf  99  vPars  bavfl  vpontlv  fall™  in.  Th«  v. * 7,  .Deing 


poration  materially  to  have  increased  their  income  within  the  last  20 


years,  had  not 


the  mismanagement  and  misapplication  of  the  corporate  estates  continued  to  the  nr  - 
time.  P foeat 

It  was  stated,  that  about  50  years  ago  the  corporation  made  a Feefarm  Grant  of  a 
considerable  portion  of  their  lands  to  the  late  Lord  Mayo,  at  an  annual  rent  of  a few  no'T 
a-year.  ' UMs 

A Map  was  produced,  dated  in  the  year  1809,  entitled  and  purporting  to  be,  “A  man  of 
the  estates  of  Lord  Mayo,  in  and  about,  the  town,  together  witli  a part  of  the  corporation  land*’’ 

The  feefarm  grant  having  been  made  to  the  late  Lord  Mayo,  prior  to  that  date,  the  land- 
comprised  in  it  are  not  described  in  the  map  as  part  of  the  corporation  property  - notwith* 
standing  which  there  are  22  denominations,  containing  199a.  2r.  2S£p.,  included  in  that 
map  as  corporate  property.  The  map  does  not  include  Gingerstown,  which  is  mentioned 
in  the  charter  to  contain  60  acres,  nor  the  lands  of  Magdalens,  therein  stated  to  contain 
20  acres! 

This  would  show  that  the  - corporation  property,  including  Gingerstown  and  Magdalens 
should  at  least  have  amounted  to  279  acres,  in  the  year  1809. 

A Rental  was  produced,  by  which  it  appears  that  the  amount  of  rent  now  received  for  the 
corporation  is  £322  17s.  7\d.  a-year;  but  this  rental  does  not,  I apprehend,  include  the 
lands  of  Gingerstown,  or  Magdalens,  nor  the  rent  payable  to  the  corporation  by  Mr.  Burrii. 
Gingerstown  and  Magdalens  may  possibly  have  been  comprised  in  the  feefarm  grant  to  the 
late  Lord  Mayo,  and  on  that  account  be  omitted ; but  Mr.  Burgh’s  Lease  was  executed  since 
that  grant,  and  I see  no  reason  for  the  omission  of  his  rent.  His  lease  is  registered,  and 
according  to  the  memorial,  bears  date  the  29th  September  1816,  and  by  it  the  Earl  of 
Mayo  as  sovereign,  and  the  portreeves,  demise  to  him  the  lands  of  Broadcorner,  containing 
nine  acres  ; two  acres  and  two  roods  of  the  lands  of  Spring’s  commons ; and  that,  part  of  the 
Knocks  now  called  “The  Fields,”  near  Naas,  containing  nine  acres;  and  the  lands  of  Moneeaclia 
or  Monegallagh  three  acres,  for  three  lives,  with  a covenant  for  perpetual  renewal  at  the 
yearly  rent  ot  £45  5s.  of  the  then  currency  of  Ireland. 

This  lease  appears  to  have  been  the  result  of  a compromise  of  suits,  in  which  the  corporation 
were  involved  with  Mr.  Burgh,  respecting  some  denominations  of  land.  I collect  this  from 
the  memorial  of  a deed,  bearing  date  the  30th  November  1816,  between  the  same  parties  as 
the  tormer  deed,  and  in  which  it  is  recited,  that  several  suits  being  pending  between  the  Earl 
ot  Mayo  and  the  corporation  of  Naas  and  Thomas  Burgh,  touching  certain  lands  situate 
m and  near  N aas,  the  parties  had  come  to  a final  agreement ; and  in  consideration  of  Mr. 

urgh  s accepting  the  lease  and  giving  up  a piece  of  ground  adjoining  the  tholsel  wall, 
the  corporation  were  to  release,  not  only  the  lands  then  claimed  by  them,  but  all 
other  lands  and  tenements  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Burgh ; and  after  these  recitals,  the 
eed  proceeds  to  convey  to  Mr.  Burgh  the  town  and  lands  of  Monread,  on  the  right  hand 
si  e,  eac  ng  10m  Naasto  Rathasber,  that  part  of  Spring’s  commons  containing  28  acres,  lying 
Deyond.  bt.  Dominick’s  Abbey  downwards  to  Naas,  and  upwards  to  Cloranblares,  and  the 
house  in  the  town  of  Naas,  at  one  time  known  by  the  name  of  the  Great  Inn,  or  Eagle; 
an  a so  le  elds  near  the  town  of  Naas,  formerly  in  the  possession  of  Garrett  Lee, 
on  ainmg  (.  a.  2r.,  and  the  parks  adjoining  the  road  leading  from  Naas  to  Donore, 
containing  8a.  3r  . ; all  described  as  situate  within  the  borough,  to  hold  to  Mr.  Burgh,  his 
heirs  and  assigns,  for  ever.  ° 

The  map  of  the  parish  of  Naas  in  the  Down  Survey  is  burnt,  but  in  the  book  of  "Survey 
and  Distribution,  Monread  is  stated  to  contain  294a.  Or.  18p.  In  the  same  book  there 
are,  m the  list  of  forfeited  lands  in  Naas,  the  following  : 


24 

12 

10 

212 


12 

28 

26 

12 


and  on  the  opposite  page,  which  professes  to  state  the  grantees  of  the  forfeited  estates,  there 
is,  corresponding  with  the  above,  the  following  entry:  « Nicholas  Stopford  and  the  rest  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Naas.”  It  is  to  be  observed  that  the  pages  which  state  the  names  of  the 
grantees  are  not  admitted  as  legal  evidence. 

A5*,1?1  “gratof  the  corporation  is  also  land  agent  to  Lord  Mayo,  and  stated tl^t 
? d!  t>  L°  eM vP  Wlth  .the  sum  »f  £55  7s.  94  annually,  which  is  received  from  Government 
a*  the  Rent  of  a Barrack  in  the  town. 
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It  was  alleged  that  this  barrack  is  the  property  of  the  Corporation,  and  that-  the  body,  and 
not  Lord  Mayo,  should  be  credited  with  the  rent.  The  agent  stated  his  inability  to  give  any 

than  that  ha  an-nlior!  m .7  , t iDnr  f 


NAAS. 


* . , , . , uu  mauiuiy  lw  jjive  anv 

further  information  on  the  subject  than  that  he  applied  the  £55  7s.  Qhd.  to  Lord  Mayo’s 
account,  because  he  did  not  find  it  m the  rental  which  had  been  furnished  to  him  as  the  rental 
of  the  corporation  property. 

liwas  stated  % a witness  named  Patrick  OTarrell,  that  a farm  called  Maudland,  con-  Maajtad. 
mining  21  acres,  which  he  holds  from  Lord  Mayo,  is  the  land  of"  Magdalena”  mentioned  in 
the  charter.  The  same  person  also  stated  the  reputation  of  the  country  to  be  that  another 
denomination,  which  he  also  holds  from  Lord  Mayo,  called  Motien,  was  corporate  property 
The  lands  of  Old  Town,  the  Knocks  and  the  Motes,  now  in  the  possession  of  Lord  Mayo  and 
his  tenants,  were  also  mentioned  as  having  belonged  to  the  corporation.  I think  it  appears 
by  the  memorials  of  the  leases,  that " The  Knocks”  was  corporate  property. 

It  is  plain  that  this  property  was  formerly  much  more  extensive  than  it  is  at  present  • 
and  that  the  portions  of  it  which  have  passed  from  the  corporation  have  got  into  the  possession 
of  Lord  Mayo.  r 

As  the  Feefarm  Grant  was  not  produced,  and  as  no  evidence  of  its  contents  could  be  Feefarm  Grant  n 
obtained,  1 am  unable  to  state  what  portions  of  the  corporate  property  passed  to  the  Mayo  produced, 
family,  under  that  grant,  or  what  parts  (if  any)  were  acquired  by  usurpation.  The  registry 
has  been  searched  for  a memorial  of  this  grant,  but  none  such  has  been  found.  ° J 

Great  confusion  as  to  the  property  has  also  arisen  from  the  circumstance,  that  in  modern  Agents 
times  Lord  Mayo’s  land  Agents  and  law  Agents  have  been  always  appointed  agents  to  the 
corporation,"  a circumstance  which  has  operated  certainly  not  to  the" prejudice  of  the  interests  of 
Lord  Mayo. 

In  the  year  1832,  it  seems  to  have  been  arranged  between  Lord  Mayo  and  some  of  his 
family,  who  are  members  of  the  corporation,  that  the  residue  of  the  corporate  property  should 
be  conveyed  to  his  lordship. 

The  29th  of  September  is  the  day  of  annual  meeting  of  the  corporation.  It  was  stated  by 
Mr.  Payne,  his  lordship’s  land-agent,  that  about  a month  previously  to  that  day  in  the  year 
1832,  he  met  his  lordship  and  his  brothers,  the  Bishop  of  Waterford  and  the  Dean  of  Ossory, 
at  Lord  Mayo’s  house,  within  two  miles  of  Naas,  and  received  instructions  from  them  to  apprize 
the  other  members  of  the  corporation  by  notice,  that  at  the  approaching  Michaelmas  meeting 
a resolution  would  be  proposed  to  convey  the  remaining  property  to  Lord  Mayo,  and  that  he 
accordingly  caused  notice  of  such  intention  to  be  given  to  seven  persons,  namely,  to  his 
lordship’s  two  brothers,  George  J.  Bourke  and  the  Dean  of  Ossory;  his  two  nephews, 

Sackville  Bourke.  and  John  Bourke;  Mr.  Connor,  Mr.  Uniacke,  and  Mr.  John  Rutherford, 
a freeman. 

Mr.  Payne  was  probably  correct  in  stating  that  all  the  persons  mentioned  had  received 
notice  of  the  purport  above  mentioned,  except  John  Rutherford;  but  he  seems  to  have  been 
mistaken  with  respect  to  him,  as  will  appear  in  a subsequent  part  of  this  statement. 

On  the  morning  of  the  29th  of  September  1832,  Lord  Mayo’s  law-agent,  at  his  lordship’s 
house,  by  the  direction  of  the  Dean  of  Ossory,  entered  in  the  corporation  book  the  following 


“ Borough  of  Naas  and  County  of  Kildare,  to  wit. 

“At  an  assembly,  held  the  29th  day  of  September  1832,  before  Robert*  Bourke,  Esq.,  Resolutions  of 
sovereign,  and  the  Hon.  and  Rev.  George  Theobald  Bourke  and  John  Connor,  Esq.,  29t'1  1832- 

portreeves,  among  other  resolutions,  it  was  moved  : 

“ Resolved,  That  a feefarm  grant  for  ever  of  the  several  lands  and  premises,  comprised  in 
certain  letters  patent  of  King  James  I.,  bearing  date  the  2d  of  May  1609,  (excepting,  however, 
and  reserving  thereout  certain  lands  and  premises,  mentioned  and  comprised  in  a certain  feefarm 
grant,  from  this  corporation  to  the  Right  Honourable  John  Lord  Viscount  Mayo,  the  ancestor 
p ~e  Present  Earl  of  Mayo,)  be  executed  and  perfected  by  this  corporation  unto  the  said 
May°j  his  heirs  and  assigns,  subject  to  the  yearly  rent  of  £12  sterling.  ' . 

‘Resolved,  That  a feefarm  grant  for  ever  of  the  markets  and  several  fairs  of  Naas, 
including  the  Tipper  fair,  with  the  tolls  and  customs,  and  other  profits,  perquisites,  and 
emoluments  thereto  belonging,  be  executed  and  perfected  by  this  corporation  unto  the  Right 
Honourable  John  Earl  of  Mayo,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  £9  15s.  5 d.  sterling.” 

The  resolutions  having  been  entered  at  Lord  Mayo’s  residence,  the  party  proceeded  thence 
l°wn>  for  the  purpose  of  having  them  passed  in  corporate  assembly.  The  meeting  was 
ed;  they  were  read  aloud,  and  passed  without  objection.  They  were  signed  by  all  the 
members  who  attended,  being  seven,  as  follows : •• 

Joseph  Bourke,  Sovereign. 

Geo.  J.  Bourke,  1 -n  , 

John  Connor,  portreeves. 

R^aterfbrd,  Jesses. 

oh^6  ®v^ence  of  John  Rutherford,  with  respect  to  the  above  resolutions,  deserves  particular  John  Rutherford's 
J™ion.  He  stated  that  he  had  not  received  any  notice  of  the  intention  of  voting  away  Evidence. 

lands  of  the  corporation  at  the  meeting  of  the  29th  of  September  1832.  He  came  late  to  the 

jit  n T * So  in  the  original : it  should  be  Joseph. 

“•  l-  3 K 
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meeting,  and  entered  the  room  while  the  others  were  signing  the  book.  The  resolutions  relat' 
to  the  property  were  on  the  right-hand  page  of  the  book,  which  had  been  filled  and  turned  over 
and  the  signatures  were  upon  the  other  page,  so  that  in  signing  he  had  not  an  opportunity  f 
seeing  those  resolutions  unless  he  turned  back  the  page ; and  he  alleged  that  up  to  the  day  on 
which  he  was  examined  he  was  unapprized  of  the  existence  of  the  above  resolutions,  and  believed 
that  he  had  only  subscribed  to  the  ordinary  resolutions  of  the  annual  meeting.  He  added 
he  did  not  consider  that  the  corporation  had  the  power  of  voting  away  their  lands,  and  that 
had  he  known  of  any  resolution  to  do  so  being  entered  on  the  book,  he  would  have  refused  to 
sign  it.  These  resolutions  appear  to  be  so  important,  that  although  fully  given  above,  I shall 
attach  to  this  Report  a copy  of  them,  which  contains  on  the  second  page  just  so  much  of  the 
resolutions  of  the  day  as  was  written  upon  the.  page  of  the  book  to  which  the  signatures  were 
attached. 

No  fine  was  to  have  been  paid  for  this  feefarm  grant,  which,  according  to  the  rental  pro- 
duced  by  the  corporation,  and  the  evidence  of  the  Honourable  Robert  Bourke  and  Mr.  Payne 
was  to  convey  for  ever  to  Lord  Mayo  a property  producing  £322  a-year,  exclusive  of  Mr. 
Burgh’s  rent  and  of  the  rent  of  the  barracks,  and,  according  to  the  statement  of  the  inha- 
bitants, upwards  of  £500  a-year,  for  a rent  of  £12  per  annum. 

The  law  agent  received  instructions  to  prepare  Conveyances,  pursuant  to  the  resolutions  • the 
draughts  were  settled,  but  the  deeds  were  not  engrossed  when  the  Inquiry  was  held  at  Naas, 
(the  16th  and  17th  September  1833,)  as  something  was  stated  to  be  wanting  to  make  a le<ral 
conveyance.  There  was  a difficulty  in  obtaining  information  as  to  this  obstacle,  as  the  agent 
seemed  to  consider  it  a professional  secret,  and  disclosed  no  more  than  that  the  obstacle  was, 
the  difficulty  of  obtaining  the  approval  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  the  appointment  of  the 
officers.  Such  approval  is  not  required  by  the  charters,  or  the  “New  Rules,”  or  any  act  that  I 
have  been  able  to  discover.  The  impression  on  my  mind  was,  that  some  one  of  the  soverei<m 
and  provosts  for  1832  objected  to  the  transfer  of  the  property,  and  that  the  corporation  were 
waiting  for  the  appointment  of  new'  officers  on  the  29th  of  September  1833,  who  would  consent 
to  it.  It  is  observable  that  Lord  Mayo,  shortly  before  the  16th  of  September,  wrote  to  his 
law  agent  to  ask  the  Dean  of  Ossory,  who  dictated  the  resolution  of  29th  September  1832,  to 
act  as  sovereign  for  the  year  commencing  at  Michaelmas  1833.  Mr.  Payne  stated  that  the 
year’s  rent  from  1832  to  1833,  being  “ £322,”  would  be  credited  to  the  corporation,  as  the 
conveyances  had  not  been  executed. 

17.  It  appears  that  two  Accounts  have  been  lately  settled,  purporting  to  be  between  Lord 
Mayo  and  the  corporation. 

In  September  1830,  documents  were  furnished  by  Lord  Mayo  to  his  solicitor,  for  the 
purpose  of  preparing  the  first  of  these  accounts.  On  the  credit  side  were,  the  amount  of  the 
bills  of  costs  in  the  suit  between  Mr.  Burgh  and  the  corporation,  and  the  expenses  of  building 
a new  market-house ; and  on  the  other  side,  his  lordship  w'as  debited  with  certain  rents  of  the 
corporation,  as  furnished  by  himself.  There  was  no  person  present  on  the  part  of  the  corpo- 
ration in  the  preparation  of  this  account.  A balance  of  £210  16s.  lid.  was  struck  on  foot  of 
it  as  due  to  Lord  Mayo,  whereupon  the  following  resolution  was  passed : 


“ Borough  of  Naas,  county  of  Kildare. 

“At  an  assembly  held  the  29t.h  September  1830,  it  was  resolved,  That  the  accounts  of 
the  corporation,  as  kept  by  the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Mayo,  have  beeii  this  day 
regularly  laid  before  the  corporation  and  audited,  and  found  correct ; and  that  a balance  of 
£210  16s.  lid.  appearing  thereby  to  be  dne  and  owing  to  his  lordship, 

“ It  is  further  resolved.  That  the  Earl  of  Mayo  be  at  liberty  to  receive  and  take  so  much  of 
the  rents  of  the  said  corporation  as  will  pay  off  the  said  balance  of  £210  16s.  lid.,  and  that 
his  lordship  shall  once  in  every  year  account  before  the  corporation  for  the  said  rents,  untd 
the  said  balance  be  paid. 

“ Resolved,  That  the  Earl  of  Mayo  do  defray  all  expenses  of  the  corporation,  and  that 
he  be  at  liberty  to  take  cvedit  in  his  account,  on  passing  same,  for  all  payments  so  made  bv 
his  lordship,  the  sovereign  of  the  corporation  for  the  time  being.  . , 

“ Resolved,  That  the  sovereign,  for  the  time  being,  shall  be  at  liberty  to  appoint  such 
person  as  he  may  think  proper,  to  collect  and  receive\he  rents  of  the  corporation. 


1 

“ Mayo, 

" Geo.  J.  Bourke,! 

> Freemen. 

“ John  Connor,  j 
“ B.  Waterford,  1 
“ Joseph  Bourke,J 

"SibthorpeG.  Bourke,  | I”  mayo,  Sovereign 

“ J ohn  W.  Bourke, 

‘ John  Rutherford, 

‘ A.  H.  Payne, 

A subsequent  account  was  prepared  in  the  same  way  and  passed  in  the  year  1832,  whereby 
a balance  of  £36  12s.  appeared  to  be  due  to  the  corporation;  and  in  respect  to  this  a 
account  a resolution  was  passed  on  the  29th  of  September  1832,  as  follows  : 

“ The  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Mayo  having  settled  all  corporation  accounts  up  o 
this  day,  whereby  a balance  of  £36  12s.  appears  due  to  this  corporation,  , , js 

“ Resolved,  That  the  said  balance  be  agreed  to,  and  same  to  remain  in  his  lordship  s 
to  meet  future  expenses.”  ye 

Lord  Mayo  was  absent  from  Ireland  when  the  Inquiry  was  held  at  Naas,  and  I wasu 
to  procure  access  to  either  of  these  accounts.  ■ t ^g 

It  was  alleged  that  the  expenses  of  erecting  a new  market-house  were  charged  ag araTed 
corporation  in  the  first  Account,  although  there  is  a stone  in  the  building,  on  whic  is  o 
a statement  that  it  was  built  at  the  expense  of  Lord  Mayo. 
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It  was  stated  that  the  Accounts  were,  together  with  all  leases  and  other  documents  relating 
to  the  corporation,  locked  up  in  his  lordship’s  house,  and  that  the  keys  were  in  the  possession 
of  his  lordship.  The  law  agent  subsequently  refused  to  give  me  any  further  information 
respecting  the  accounts  or  property  of  the  corporation. 

IS.  By  the  charter  of  11  Elizabeth  and  7 James  I.,  already  mentioned,  a weekly  market 
rras  ^ranted  to  be  held  on  Monday  and  two  fairs  in  the  "year,  namely  on  Ascension  day, 
and  the  feast  of  St.  Martin  the  Bishop,  and  two  days  after  each,  together  with  Tolls  and 
Customs,  at  the  rate  following,  that  is  to  say: 

For  every  horse  sold  within  the  town,  or  the  franchises  thereof,  good 
and  lawful  money  of  Ireland 

For  every  cow  so  sold 

For  every  goat  so  sold  -------- 

For  every  pig  so  sold  there  ------- 

For  every  sheep  --  ------- 

For  every  sack  of  grain  so  sold  - - 

For  every  hide  or  skin  of  the  value  of  an  ox-hide  - 
For  every  cart-body,  or  plough,  so  sold  - 
For  every  pair  of  wheels  so  sold 
For  every  merchandise  of  the  value  of  2s.  - 
For  any  merchandise  of  the  value  of  5j.  so  sold  - - - 

and  the  corporation  were  thereby  empowered  to  receive  all  other  customs  and  profits  for  all 
matters  sold  within  the  said  town  and  the  franchises  thereof,  as  the  bailiffs  of  the  town  of 
Dundalk,  took  within  the  latter  town. 

There  are  now  good  Markets  held  on  every  Monday,  Thursday,  and  Saturday : the  corn 
market  is  very  extensive. 

The  corn  market  is  opened  at  the  ringing  of  a bell,  by  one  of  the  weighmasters.  The 
stated  hour  is  11  o’clock  a.m.,  but  it  frequently  continues  closed  until  one  o’clock  p.m.;  a 
circumstance  which  is  complained  of  by  the  inhabitants. 

The  situation  of  the  market  has  been  recently  changed. 

The  old  Market-house  stood  in  the  centre  of  the  principal  street  in  the  town;  the 
present  is  at  the  extremity  of  the  town,  towards  the  canal ; and  it  is  stated  by  the  inha- 
bitants that  the  consequence  of  the  removal  of  the  market  from  the  town  has  been  most 
injurious  to  the  shopkeepers.  This  consequence  was  anticipated,  and  accordingly  when  the 
old  market-heuse  was  pulled  down,  the  inhabitants  assembled  and  subscribed  a sum  of  £500, 
which  they  proposed  to  hand  to  Lord  Mayo  for  the  erection  of  the  new  market-house,  provided 
it.  was  built  in  the  centre  of  the  town.  This  offer  his  lordship  was  stated  to  have  declined,  on 
the  ground  that  he  had  promised  a Mr.  Pollard  to  build  it  on  its  present  site. 

The  shopkeepers  state,  that  from  the  period  of  the  removal  of  the  market,  the  town  has 
been  declining.  They  insist  that  the  proximity  of  the  present  market-house  to  the  canal 
does  not  afford  any  convenience,  as  there  are  few  shipments  from  Naas  by  the  canal,  it  being 
cheaper  and  more  expeditious  to  transmit  corn  to  Dublin  by  land.  The  distance  by  land  is 
about  15  miles. 

Cranage  is  a source  of  some  emolument  to  the  corporation.  The  public  cranes  were 
formerly  let  at  rents  from  30  guineas  to  40  guineas  a year;  they  do  not  now  produce  so  much. 
The  present  charges,  according  to  the  schedule,  are, 

d. 

For  weighing  each  sack  of  corn  of  1 cwt.  1 

„ under  1 cwt.  & 

There  seem  to  he  some  overcharges  at  the  public  cranes,  as  well  as  in  the  collection  of  the 
tolls.  Formerly,  however,  the  abuses  in  this  respect  were  much  greater. 

20.  About  12  years  since  a Market  Jury  was  sworn  to  regulate  the  markets  for  the  then 
ensuing  year.  The  members  of  this  jury  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  hut 
receiving  no  countenance  or  support  from  the  authorities,  they  soon  ceased  to  act,  and  no 
owket  jury  has  since  been  sworn,  and  the  regulations  of  the  markets  have  been  much 

neglected. 

21.  There  are  seven  Fairs  held  at  Naas  in  the  course  of  the  year:  two  are  held  under  the 
charter  of  James  I. ; two  by  a patent  granted  by  George  III.,  in  the  eleventh  year  of  his  reign, 

^se  are  held  on  the  17th  March  and  the  10th  August;  and  a fifth  by  patent  of 
tJac.  II.  to  the  corporation,  and  which  is  called  the  Tipper  fair,  and  is  held  on  Whitsun 
Tuesday.  Lord  Mayo  obtained  a patent,  in  the  fifty-fifth  year  of  George  III.,  for  two  more 
nnrs,  which  are  accordingly  held  on  the  16th  of  February  and  the  20th  of  October. 

pie  tolls  and  customs  of  these  seven  fairs  are  the  same,  and  they  have  been  let  together, 
credit  given  for  the  entire  receipts  to  Lord  Mayo.  The  last  sum  received,  for  the  entire, 
2 °“e  year,  was  £27.  Why  the  receipts  of  the  tolls  of  any  of  the  fairs,  except  those  of  the  1 6th 
°*  Feb™ary  and  20th  of  October,  should  have  been  credited  to  his  lordship  instead  of  to  the 
Operation,  was  not  explained ; and  it  seems  the  more  unaccountable,  as  the  agent  who  gives 
^lordship  that  credit  is  a party  to  the  resolution  of  the  29th  September  1832,  which 
establishes,  that,  up  to  that  date,  at  least  a portion  of  the  tolls  and  customs  was  the  property 
of  the  corporation. 
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The  following  is  the  schedule  now  in  use,  and,  except  in  the  charge  for  sheep,  it  is  nearl  - 
conformable  to  the  charter  schedule,  allowing  for  the  altered  currency.  Sheep  are  cha  d 
\d.  instead  of  \d.  There  is  also  a charge  in  the  present  schedule  of  5%d.  for  a stall 
stand,  which  is  not  in  the  charter  : 


Schedule  of  Tolls  and  Customs  to  be  collected  at  the  Fairs 
town  of  Naas. 

and  Markets  held  in  the 
d. 

For  every  horse  - 

H 

For  every  cow  - 

If 

For  every  heifer  - 

If 

For  every  ox  .... 

If 

For  every  bull  - 

If 

For  every  calf  - 

1 

For  every  pig  or  goat  ... 

1 

For  every  sheep  or  lamb 

04  ' 

For  every  sack  of  grain  - - - 

0k 

For  every  hide,  or  skin  - 

04 

For  every  cart-body,  or  plough 

1 

For  every  pair  of  wheels 

04 

Merchandise  of  the  value  of  2s. 

04 

Ditto  of  5s.  - 

1 

For  every  stall  or  stand  - 

54 

Tolls  are  not  at  present  collected  at  markets,  except  on  corn  and  butter ; they  are  at  fairs, 
The  produce  is  not  considerable. 

22.  According  to  the  Return  of  1821, 

The  population  of  the  town  of  Naas  was  then  - - 3,073 

In  1831,  by  the  enumeration  of  that  year,  it  was  - 3,808 

Of  whom  there  were.  Males 1,755 

„ Females 2,053 

Their  occupations  were. 

Families  chiefly  employed  in  agriculture  - 230 

Ditto  employed  in  trade,  manufactures,  and  handicraft  306 
All  others  not  comprised  in  the  two  preceding  classes  - 207 

Occupiers  employing  labourers  - 2 

„ not  employing  labourers  - - - - 11 

Labourers  employed  in  agriculture  - 253 

Employed  in  retail  trade  or  in  handicraft,  as  masters 

or  workmen - 384 

Capitalists,  &c. 62 

Labourers  employed  in  labour,  not  agricultural  - 81 

Houses, 


Inhabited 573 

Uninhabited 25 

Building  - - 6 

Families  - 743 


There  are  about  50  houses  of  the  value  of  £10  a year  and  upwards,  the  occupiers  of  which, 
should  the  corporation  be  extended,  would  form  a respectable  class  to  be  admitted  into  that 
body. 

23.  The  State  of  the  town  has  not  improved  within  the  last  10  years.  Naas  is  distant  but 
15  miles  from  the  metropolis,  with  which  it  has  a water  communication  by  means  of  a branch 
of  the  Grand  Canal,  and  it  is  the  first  considerable  town  from  Dublin  on  the  great  southern 
road;  yet  with  these  local  advantages  it  presents  a poor  and  neglected  appearance. 

The  streets  are  in  a bad  state  of  repair,  although  they  form  portions  of  the  county  roads,  and 
should  be  kept  in  order  by  the  trustees  of  the  turnpikes.  They  are  not  often  cleansed  by  the 
authorities,  who  at  the  same  time  prevent  the  inhabitants  from  doing  so,  as  one  of  the 
portreeves  claims  the  sweepings,  which  are  valuable  as  manure.  To  such  a length  has  this 
been  carried,  that  persons  have  been  fined  for  removing  heaps  of  filth  which  had  remained  for 
days  opposite  their  houses.  ° 

No  attempt  has  been  made  to  introduce  the  provisions  of  the  9 Geo.  IV.  c.  82,  for  the 
purposes  of  lighting  and  paving  the  town.  • 

That  the  corporation  is  now  virtually  confined  to  one'  family,  and  at  the  disposal  of  an 
individual,  is  a subject  of  very  general  complaint  amongst  the  inhabitants ; and  the  attempted 
appropriation  of  its  estates  has  excited  a strong  feelincr  of  indignation  in  the  town. 

Great  poverty  exists  in  this  district,  which  might  be' materially  alleviated  by  the  application, 
to  public  purposes,  of  the  property  yet  remaining  to  the  corporation;  and  if  the  managemen 
ot  that  property  was  submitted  to  an  efficient  public  control,  a very  considerable  fund  wou 
be  produced  from  it.  I am  not  aware  whether  or  not  feefarm  grants  have  been  execute 
pursuant  to  the  resolution  of  29th  September  1832;  but  even  if  they  have,  I apprehend  tna 
conveyances  made  under  the  circumstances  I have  detailed,  could  not  be  sustained. 

Ibis  corporation  is  most  unpopular,  and,  as  at  present  constituted,  does  not  exist  lor  an. 
useful  public  purpose. 
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Copies  of  the  following  Documents  are  sent  with  this  Report  : 

1.  Charter  of  7 James  I. 

2.  Extract  from  the  Corporation  Book,  of  Resolutions  passed  on  the  29tli  o 

September  1832,  to  grant  the  Lands  and  Tolls  of  the  Corporation  to  th, 
Earl  of  Mayo.  r 

3.  Extract  from  the  same  Book,  of  Resolutions  passed  the  29th  of  September  1830 

relative  to  the  Accounts  between  the  Corporation  and  his  Lordship. 

HENRY  BALDWIN. 

Inquiry  held  at  Naas,  on  the  16th  and  17th  September  1833,  before  John  Colhoun  and 
Henry  Baldwin. 


NAAS. 

Documents  sent 
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NAVASL 


BOROUGH  OF  NAY AN. 


1.  THE  Limits  of  the  Borough  of  Navan  are  not  coextensive  with  the  present  town.  Limits. 

Upon  the  Drogheda  side  they  do  not  comprise  the  entire  town,  while  in  the  direction  of 
Dublin,  they  extend  about  half  a mile,  and  on  the  Trim  side  nearly  two  miles  beyond  it. 

The  inconvenience  of  such  limits  is  obvious.  As  the  town  is  not  materially  extending,  a 
boundary,  distant  less  than  half  a mile  from  its  extremity,  on  every  side,  would  probably 
comprise  all  that  ought  to  be  within  its  municipal  jurisdiction. 

2.  This  borough  appears  to  have  been  first  incorporated  by  King  Edward  IV.,  by  a Charter  Charters. 

dated  the  2d  May,  in  the  ninth  year  of  his  reign,  (a.  d.  1469.)  9 Edward  IV. 

It  obtained  another  Charter  from  Henry  VII.,  which  bears  date  the  10th  of  March,  in  the  Henry  VII. 
ninth  year  of  his  reign,  (a.  d.  1494.) 

A third  from  King  J ames  I.,  bearing  date  the  12th  of  J uly,  in  the  twenty-first  year  of  his  reign.  21  James  I. 

A fourth  from  King  Charles  II.,  bearing  date  the  15th  October,  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  his  13  Charles  II. 
reign. 

And  a fifth  from  King  James  II.,  bearing  date  the  29th  of  March,  in  the  fourth  year  of  his  4 James  II. 
reign. 

The  Charter  of  James  I.,  which  is  enrolled  in  Chancery,  (Rot.  Pat.  21  Jac.  I.  No.  70,  Charter  of  James  I. 
m.  12,)  inspects  and  confirms  the  charters  of  Edward  IV.  and  of  Henry  VII.,  and 
declares  that  the  corporation  shall  consist  of  a portreeve,  free  burgesses,  and  a commonalty, 
and  that  all  the  inhabitants,  and  such  and  so  many  others  as  the  portreeve  and  burgesses 
shall  admit,  shall  be  of  the  commonalty ; it  prescribes  the  mode  of  electing  officers,  and 
appoints  the  13th  of  September  to  be  the  day  for  electing  the  portreeve,  whom  it  enables,  with 
the  consent  of  the  common  council,  to  appoint  one  of  the  burgesses  to  be  his  deputy,  during 
absence;  it  confers  upon  the  portreeve  the  offices  of  say-master  and  coroner  within  the 
district,  and  clerk  of  the  market;  it  grants  to  the  corporation  all  manner  of  tolls  and  customs 
of  all  animals  to  be  bought  or  sold  within  the  borough,  and  all  tolls  and  customs  of  the 
markets  as  amply  as  they  enjoyed  them  by  any  charter  or  prescription ; and  it  ordains  that 
no  foreigner  shall  set  up  any  art  or  manual  occupation,  unless  he  shall  be  admitted  a 
freeman;  and  that  the  members  of  the  corporation  shall  be  free  of  tolls,  &c.  throughout 
Ireland. 

The  charter  of  Charles  II.  also  prescribes  the  mode  of  election  of  the  different  officers,  and 
contains  a grant  of  a court.  It  differs  little  in  its  provisions  from  the  charter  of  James  I. 

3.  The  corporation  is  entitled,  in  the  charters  of  James  I.  and  Charles  II.,  “The  Portreeve,  Title. 

Burgesses,  and  Freemen  of  the  Town  or  Borough  of  Navan.” 

4.  It  consists  of  a portreeve,  burgesses,  and  freemen.  Constitution. 

5.  The  officers  are.  Officers. 

One  Portreeve,  and  sometimes  a Deputy  Portreeve, 

Twelve  Burgesses, 

One  Town  Clerk, 

Two  Serjeants  at  Mace, 

One  Recorder,  and 
One  Craner. 

The  offices  of  recorder  and  craner  are  not  mentioned  in  the  charter. 

The  Portreeve  is  elected  annually  on  the  13th  of  September,  in  an  assembly  consisting  of  Portreeve,  how 
™ portreeve  in  office,  burgesses,  and  freemen.  He  is  sworn  in,  and  commences  to  act  on  e ec  e 
the  29th  of  the  same  month.  The  electors  who  attend  are  generally  the  same  persons,  and 
are  four  or  five  in  number.  There  has  not  been,  at  least  in  modern  times,  any  instance  of 
a contest  for  the  office ; in  fact,  the  portreeve  is  always  the  nominee,  either  of  the  family  of 
L>rd  Tara  or  of  the  Earl  of  Ludlow,  who  are  the  joint  “ patrons  of  the  borough,”  and  who 
alternately  nominate  to  the  office.  Lord  Ludlow’s  agent  frequently  acts  for  him,  and  Captain 
Irancis  Preston  for  the  head  of  his  (the  Tara)  family.  The  same  person  is  not  permitted 
0 office  for  two  successive  years. 

portreeve  generally  appoints  a Deputy,  and  either  he  or  the  deputy  is  required  to  be  Deputy. 

Ies^ent  Both  must  also  be  of  the  body  of  the  burgesses. 

portreeve,  or  his  deputy,  is,  by  charter,  a justice  of  the  peace,  and  acts  as  such  at  Functions  of. 
sessions,  and  in  the  performance  of  the  general  magisterial  duties  of  the  borough.  Pie 
)V°  claims  under  the  charters,  and  seems  to  be  a justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of 
ea“1-  jje  acts  as  such,  at  petty  sessions,  although  his  right  to  do  so  is  controverted. 

]be  charter  of  Charles  ordains  that  " the  portreeve  for  the  time  being  shall  be  a justice 
peace,  and  one  of  the  justices  of  the  quorum,  within  the  town^and  borough, 
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Salary  and  Emolu- 
ments. 

Burgesses,  Number 
of. 

How  elected. 

When  elected. 

Vacancies. 

Functions  of. 

Privileges  of. 

Town  Clerk,  how 
elected. 

Duties  of. 

Salary. 

Serjeants  at  Mace. 
Duties. 

Salaries. 

Recorder. 

Craner. 

Freemen. 

How  elected. 

Fees. 

Number  of. 

Roman  Catholics. 


and  in  and  within  the  liberty  and  freedom  thereof,  and  within  the  whole  county  afo  M 
(Meath,)  that  he  may  do  all  things  appertaining  to  a keeper  and  justice  of  the  peace.” '0Said’ 

The  gentleman  who  acted  as  portreeve,  during  the  Inquiry  at  Navan,  further  stated  th  ] 
considered  himself,  under  the  charters,  to  be  a justice  of  the  peace  for  the  countv  f 
Westmeath,  by  virtue  of  his  office  of  portreeve,  because  the  county  of  Westmeath  was  origin  11 
part  of  Meath.  Having  been  erected  into  an  independent  county  by  an  Act  of  Parliament  "f 
the  34  Henry  VIII.  c.  1,  this  question  could  not  arise  upon  the  charters  of  James  ° 
Charles,  they  both  having  been,  of  course,  granted  subsequently  to  the  date  of  the  Act  of 
Parliament  (1543.)  The  question,  however,  is  not  practically  of  any  importance,  as  the 
portreeve  has  not,  (of  late  years,  at  least,)  by  virtue  of  the  office,  attempted  to  act  as  a iustic 
of  the  peace  for  Westmeath.  J 

He  presided  in  the  Borough  Court  as  long  as  that  court  was  held. 

Pie  is  coroner  within  the  district,  and  clerk  of  the  market.  In  the  former  capacity  he  never 
acts,  and  is  exceedingly  remiss  in  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  the  latter. 

He  has  no  Salary  at  present.  . Since  the  year  1827,  he  has  had  no  Emoluments  whatever 
except  those  which  he  derives  from  the  public  crane. 

When  tolls  and  customs  were  collected  he  received  the  amount,  together  with  some  rents 
payable  to  the  corporation ; and  out  of  the  fund  thus  produced,  he  paid  their  salaries  to  the 
other  corporate  officers,  and  retained  the  residue  for  himself. 

The  charter  Number  of  Burgesses  is  12.  At  present  there  are  but  nine,  of  whom  one  only 
is  resident.  Four  of  the  eight  non-residents  are  stated  to  live  in  the  neighbourhood,  although 
not  within  the  limits  of  the  borough. 

Burgesses  are  elected  for  life  by  the  portreeve,  burgesses,  and  freemen,  out  of  the  body  of 
the  freemen.  Residence  is  not  necessary,  since  the  Act  of  21  Geo.  II.  c.  10. 

Elections  occur  only  at  one  of  the  two  stated  days  of  meeting  in  the  year;  namely, 
the  13th  and  29th  of  September.  The  former  is  generally  devoted  to  the  election,  and  the 
latter  to  the  swearing  of  officers. 

The  last  election  of  a burgess  took  place  on  the  13th  of  September  1830.  There  were  two 
Vacancies  on  the  13th  of  September  1832,  but  neither  of  them  was  supplied.  Of  the  present 
burgesses  three  are  brothers  of  Lord  Tara;  and  Lord  Ludlow  and  his  law  agent  are 
members  of  the  body. 

Burgesses  have  not  any  Functions  to  'perform  distinct  from  those  which  they  exercise  as 
members  of  the  corporation  at  large. 

Their  Privileges  consist  in  eligibility  to  the  office  of  portreeve,  a right  of  voting  at  corporate 
assemblies,  and  an  exemption  from  tolls. 

The  Town  Clerk  is  elected  by  the  portreeve,  burgesses,  and  freemen,  to  serve  during  good 
behaviour.  By  charter  he  is  to  have  like  jurisdiction  as  the  town  clerk  of  Athlone  or  Athboy. 

The  only  Duties  he  now  performs,  are  those  of  taking  care  of  the  corporation  books  and  other 
documents,  and  attending  corporate  assemblies. 

He  had  a Salary  of  £16  a year.  Since  the  interruption  of  the  receipt  of  tolls  ancl  customs 
in  1827,  it  has  not  been  regularly  paid;  and  from  the  time  of  the  discontinuance  of  the 
Borough  Court,  of  which  he  was  registrar,  he  has  had  no  other  emoluments. 

The  two  Serjeants  at  Mace  are  elected,  during  good  behaviour,  by  the  same  persons  as 
the  town  clerk.  At  present  they  perform  no  Duty,  save  that  of  occasionally  attending  on  the 
portreeve.  When  the  Borough  Court  was  in  existence  they  executed  its  process,  for  which  they 
received  some  small  fees. 

One  of  the  present  serjeants  was  elected  in  1812,  at  a Salary  of  £4  per  annum,  and  he  was 
to  get  a cloak  and  hat  every  year.  He  has  continued  in  office  to  the  present  time,  but  has 
only  received  £30,  and  complains  that  £58  are  due  to  him,  on  account  of  his  salary. 

I he  other  serjeant  was  appointed  in  1826,  at  a salary  of  £2  per  annum.  He  claims 
as  due  to  him,  having  received  but  £l  since  his  appointment. 

The  present  portreeve  alleges  that  there  is  no  fund  to  pay  these  salaries. 

There  was  a Recorder  elected  in  the  same  way  as  the  other  officers.  He  was  a barrister 
and  non-resident.  He  died  about  two  years  ago,  and  no  person  has  been  appointed  in  nr> 
place. 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  recorder  performed  any  functions  of  late  years. 

The  Craner  is  appointed  by  the  portreeve,  from  whom  he  receives,  at  present,  Is-  Fr 
week.  He  is  not  sworn. 

6.  No  inchoate  right  to  Freedom  has,  recently  at  least,  been  recognised  in  thiscorporat*®- 

Freemen  are  elected  for  life  by  the  same  persons  and  in  the  same  manner  as  barges*- 
No  qualification  is  looked  for. 

No  Fees  have  been  payable  for  the  last  14  years,  and  the  stamp  duty  is  the  only  espa® 
attendant  on  admission. 

There  are,  at  present,  nine  freemen,  of  whom  only  two  are  resident. 

No  Roman  Catholic  or  Protestant  Dissenter  has  been  an  admitted  freeman  of  and 
■“  was  stated  that  two  Roman  Catholics  were  elected  between  th.e  yearf-  n ^-hich 
1829,  but  not  admitted,  as  they  refused  to  take  the  oaths  of  supremacy  and  abjura  1 > ■ 
they  were  required  to  do,  notwithstanding  the  33  Geo.  III.  c.  21.  They  were,  n 
allowed  to  enjoy  the  privileges  of  freemen. 
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tv,*, neii  have  the  same  Functions  and  enjoy  the  same  Privileges  as  burgesses,  except  t d • - 
that  they  are  not  eligible  to  the  office  of  portreeve.  Although,  by  the  charter  of  James  I.,  the  ieges.  fT1" 

embers  of  the  corporation  are  declared  to  be  free  of  toll  through  his  Majesty’s  dominions, 

E ' modern  instance  of  this  privilege  being  claimed.  The  charter  restriction  against 


there  is  no 


foreign  ti 


a traders  is,  of  course,  obsolete. 

There  is  not  at  present  a common  council,  or  any  Select  Body,  in  this  corporation ; in  Select  Body, 
foct  the  corporation  is  virtually  extinct,  so  much  so,  that  its  existence  was  scarcely  known  to 
<onie  of  the  inhabitants,  until  their  attention  was  attracted  to  it  by  the  notice  for  holding  this 
Inquiry. 

$.  The  officers  stated  that  they  were  ignorant  of  the  existence  of  any  Bye-law,  and  were  Bye-laws, 
unable  to  refer  to  one  in  any  of  the  corporate  books. 

9.  The  corporation  have  no  exclusive  Jurisdiction.  Jurisdiction. 

The  Borough  Court,  in  which  the  portreeve  or  his  deputy  presided,  was  held  until  1820.  Borough  Court. 
Since  that  year  it  has  fallen  into  total  disuse,  and  it  appears  strange  that  after  an  Disused, 
interval  of  only  about  13  years  the  officers  of  the  corporation  stated  their  inability  to  afford 
anv  information  respecting  it,  or  even  to  say  to  what  amount  of  claim  its  jurisdiction 
extended.  It  would  seem  to  have  been  unlimited  in  this  respect. 

It  does  not  appear  that  any  intention  exists  of  reviving  it.  Application  has  been  made  to 
the  portreeve  to  issue  its  process,  which  he  has  refused  to  do,  on  the  grounds  that  it  has 
become  extinct,  and  that  he  is  ignorant  of  the  mode  of  proceeding. 

The  necessity  of  such  a court  is  relieved  by  the  civil  bill  jurisdiction  of  the  assistant  Quarter  Sessions, 
barrister  at  Quarter  Sessions.  These  sessions  are  held  at  Navan  twice  a year,  and  twice  in 
Kells,  distant  about  eight  miles,  for  the  district  of  Navan  and  Kells. 


Petty  Sessions  are  holden  on  every  Monday,  at  which  the  portreeve  sits  with  county  Petty  Sessions, 
magistrates,  and  in  right  of  his  office  acts  as  a justice  of  the  peace,  not  merely  for  the  borough, 
but  also,  as  already  stated,  for  the  county  of  Meath. 

10.  There  are  not  any  corporate  Police,  unless  the  Serjeants  at  mace  may  be  so  called.  Police. 

The  county  constabulary  act  within  the  borough  under  the  direction  of  the  portreeve. 

11.  There  is  no  Borough  Prison;  and  persons  committed  from  the  district  are  sent  to  a county  Prison, 
gaol,  which  is  within  the  limits.  The  corporation  have  no  control  over  this  gaol,  further  than 

that  which  is  exercised  by  the  portreeve  in  committing  to  it. 

12.  The  corporation  do  not  support,  or  contribute  to  any  Institution  for  the  relief  of  the  Public  Charities. 
Poor.  There  is  a county  infirmary  in  the  town,  of  which  the  portreeve  is,  ex  officio,  a 

governor.  There  is  also  a fever  hospital. 

The  Act  of  53  Geo.  III.  c.  107,  which  transferred  the  management  of  free-schools  in  Ireland 
fo  incorporated  commissioners,  recites,  in  its  14th  section,  a conveyance  of  J ohn  Preston,  in 
the  year  1686,  of  the  lands  of  Cappaghloughlin,  in  the  Queen’s  County,  in  trust  for  the 
schools  of  Navan,  Ballyroan,  and  the  "hospital  of  Oxmantown;  and  enacts,  that  the  Com- 
missioners shall,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  due  management  of  the  trust,  and  the 
application  of  the  funds  arising  out  of  the  lands,  make  such  visitations,  inquiries,  and  reports, 
and  direct  that  the  issues  and  profits  of  said  lands,  and  the  overplus  ot  such  issues,  &c., 
shall  be  applied  in  like  manner  as  the  Commissioners  were  empowered  to  do  in  respect  to 
any  other  schools  of  private  foundation,  by  virtue  of  that  Act ; and  that  after  the  passing  of 
that  Act,  (the  10th  of  July  1813,)  the  net  rents  shall  be  divided  into  three  parts,  and  seven- 
sixteenths  he  paid  to  the  use  of  the  school  of  Navan.  Tire  school  has  been  since  under  the 
control  of  the  Commissioners. 


13.  No  Fines  have  been  imposed  by  the  corporation  on  its  own  members,  but  the  portreeve  Fines, 
has,  as  a magistrate,  inflicted  penalties.  About  £20  were  paid  to  the  treasurer  of  the  county 
infirmary,  as  the  amount  of  fines  imposed  and  levied  in  1832,  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  district, 

by  the  portreeve  and  magistrates,  at  petty  sessions. 

14.  The  corporation  are  not,  at  present,  in  receipt  of  any  Income  whatsoever,  save  about  £5  Income. 
a-year,  derived  by  the  portreeve  from  the  public  crane.  They  formerly  possessed  considerable 

landed  property  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  town,  which  was  stated  to  have  been  granted  by 
charter. 


15.  ^Tiat  was  originally  the  Extent  of  this  landed  Property  it  is  now  almost  impossible  Property,  Extent 
accurately  to  ascertain,  there  being  no  map  or  survey  of  it  in  the  possession  of  the  corporation.  0 • 

It  was  called  « the  Commons  of  Navan,”  and  was  stated  to  have  formerly  comprised  about 
1,200  acres.  These  commons  were,  from  time  to  time,  encroached  upon,  and  enclosed,  by  Encroached  on. 
tenants  of  the  neighbouring  landlords,  and  when  the  tenants’  leases  expired,  the  landlords 
obtained  possession  of  the  portions  of  the  commons  so  enclosed,  as  well  as  of  the  land  originally 
demised  by  them.  In  this  way,  it  was  stated,  that  the  greater  part  of  the  commons  passed 
several  years  ago  into  the  possession  of  the  adjoining  landlords,  and  in  particular  to  the  lara 
Ludlow  families,  so  that  less  than  1 50  acres  remained  to  the  corporation.  . 

No  care  was  taken  to  preserve  this  property.  Some  years  ago  the  corporation  - appointed 
jL*‘  ranger  of  the  commons,”  but  he  permitted  persons  to  build  and  enclose  portions  of  them. 

■The  late  portreeve  (Mr.  Hamilton,  deceased)  appears  to  have  dealt  with  this  land  most 
liberally  towards  persons  in  favour  with  the  corporation,  and  to  have  permitted  their  appro- 
pnating  portions  of  it  to  themselves;  so  that  the  entire  of  the  commons,  and  a considerable  All  enclosed. 

P31"!  of  the  ground  in  the  town,  called  “ the  Fair  Greens,”  have  been  built  upon  and  enclosed, 

“J  no  part  of  the  commons  now  remains  in  the  possession  of  the  corporation,  nor  is  that 
at  present  in  receipt  of  any  rent  thereout. 
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It  would  not,  however,  be  difficult  to  identify  some  portions  of  these  lands 
One  hundred  and  eighteen  acres,  not  long  since  valued  by  tithe  valuators 
to  have  been  part  of  the  corporation  commons,  and  to  be  occupied  by  persons  without**  C^'-T 
An  extract  from  the  Valuation  Book,  herewith  sent,  will  show  the  names  of  th  ^ ^ 
and  the  quantities  of  ground  they  respectively  hold.  The  118  acres  have  6 OCCUPant-S 
enclosed  within  the  last  15  or  16  years.  en  occuPleJ-  and 

Although  the  corporation  thus  permitted  their  property  to  pass  into  other  hands  th 
assert  title  to  it;  and  on  the  occasion  of  the  first  registry  of  freeholders  ..mW  a 
Act  (2,  3 Will.  IV.  c.  88,)  the  portreeve  successfully  resisted  the  dSTof 
settlers  to  register,  as  voters  for  the  county  of  Meath,  in  right  of  holdings  on  the 
the  ground  that  they  had  no  legal  title  to  them,  and  that  the  commons  were  the  ™ ’ °n 
of  the  corporation.  c ProPerty 


This  assertion  of  title  on  the  part  of  the  corporation  has  not  been  followed  up  a ci 
stance  which  might  justify  a suspicion,  that  the  proceedings  at  the  registry  were  more ronnS 
with  county  politics  than  with  the  interests  of  the  corporation.  ecled 


There  are  several  Resolutions  on  the  corporation  books,  granting  portions  of  th 
commons  to  individuals  who  were  in  favour  with  the  portreeve,  the  late  °Mr  Hamilton  t 
very  low  rents.  In  some  instances  the  grantees  obtained  possession  of  their  portion’  ’ml 
enclosed,  and  still  enjoy  them ; but  they  were  more  frequently  compelled  to  forego  their  clZ 
from  the  apprehension  of  violence  on  the  part  of  the  settlers,  who  had  obtained  the  X 
possession  without  any  title,  or  if  the  portion  was  still  in  a state  of  commonage  of  per™- 
resident  m the  neighbourhood,  who  used  it  as  such,  and  on  that  account  resisted  its  enclosure'’ 
A gentleman  to  whom  five  acres  were  offered  at  a rent  of  a few  shillings,  but  who  did  not’ 
for  the  reason  above  mentioned,  insist  upon  holding  them,  stated  that  he  proposed  toacceot 
tfiem,  seeing  the  land  in  a course  of  distribution,  thinking  that  he  might  as  well  take  a portion 
as  let  it  go  to  some  other  person;  and  this  feeling  appears  to  have  been  very  general alxrnt 
seven  years  ago.  ‘ ° 


The  corporate  Property  in  the  Town  consisted  of  three  Fair  Greens  of  considerable  extent 
iiiese  have  also  been  built  upon,  and  are  nearly  enclosed,  in  many  instances,  with  the 
permission  of  the  late  Mr.  Hamilton.  There  were,  in  some  cases,  agreements  in  writing 
between  him  and  the  person  obtaining  the  ground,  by  which  small  rents  were  reserved  to 
the  corporation ; but  there  was  frequently  nothing  more  than  a parole  agreement,  on  the  part 
ot  the  occupant,  to  pay  rent;  and  in  many  instances  the  ground  was  given  with  leave  to  build, 
without  any  reservation  of  rent  or  any  apparent  intention  of  charging  it.  No  indenture  of 
demise  was  produced,  and  it  was  stated  that  the  written  agreements  were  mislaid. 

An  entry  appears,  in  one  of  the  books,  of  an  agreement  in  1813,  to  grant  to  George  Bradv  a 
plot  on  one  of  the  fair  greens  for  building,  for  a term  of  999  years,  at  a rent  of  30s.  a-year. 
iSrady  built  two  houses  upon  it.  He  was  examined,  and  stated  that  he  was  to  pay  £1  a-year 
only,  but  that  he  never  paid  any  rent,  not  having  been  called  upon  to  do  so.  He  had  a 
private  account  with  the  portreeve,  of  which  a balance  was  due  to  him ; he  said  that  the  rent 
was  not  set  oft  agamst  the  claim,  but  that  he  did  not  call  for  or  receive  the  amount  of  that 
balance. 


In  other  cases  where  rents  were  reserved,  they  have  not  been  collected,  and  no  Rent  of  any 
sort  has  been  received  for  the  last  three  or  four  years. 

. po^on  of  the  fair  greens  seems  to  have  got  into  the  possession  of  a Miss  Hamilton, 
sister  ol  the  late  Mr.  Hamilton,  but  whether  this  occurred  with  the  direct  permission  of  her 
brother  did  not  appear. 

A case  was  instanced  in  which  the  portreeve  stopped  the  building  of  a house  on  one  of  the 
lair  greens,  which  had  been  commenced  without  his  permission. 

A small  piece  of  land  belonging  to  one  of  the  fair  greens,  and  lying  near  the  county 
hospital,  was  granted  by  the  portreeve  to  that  establishment,  in  requital  for  which  the 
por  reeve  lor  the  time  being  is  a governor  of  the  hospital,  as  already  mentioned. 

. Mr‘  Hamilton  died  in  the  month  of  June  1832,  and  by  his  death  the  evidence  of  the 
circumstances  connected  with  the  occupation  of  the  commons,  and  of  the  agreements  by 
which  rents  were  reserved  is  lost,  as  inmost  instances  no  entries  relating  to  them  appear  in  the 
books  of  the  corporation. 

There  are,  however,  some  books  and  documents  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Hamilton  junior, 
which  might  assist  m tracing  the  lands. 

There  appears  on  the  registry  the  memorial  of  a lease,  hearing  date  the  11th  February 
/ o,  and  purporting  to  have  been  made  between  the  portreeve,  burgesses,  and  commonalty 
°f  -j  1°"n  a , borough  of  Navan,  of  the  one  part,  and  John  Tench,  gentleman,  town  clerk 
of  said  borough,  of  the  other  part,  whereby  the  corporation  conveyed  to  Tench  Moninbeggals 
Hurling  park,  containing  three  acres.  Calf  park  alias  Bullock’s  park,  with  the  old  penfold 
anci  the  little  hog  adjoining,  containing  eight  acres,  to  hold  for  ever  at  the  rent  of  £1  2s.  0 d. 
per  annum. 

Commentary  upon  the  above  detail  would  be  superfluous.  Property  which  by  good 
management  would  produce  a considerable  income,  has  been  (at  least  hitherto)  lost  to  the 
corporation  by  the  misconduct  and  mismanagement  of  its  officers. 
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16  The  grants  of  Fairs  and  Marketss  to  be  held  at  Navan,  as  far  as  I have  been  able  to 

discover,  are  as  follows: 

Faiis  and  Markets. 

Grant  of  the  customs 
out  of  the  markets 
and  fairs,  in  Navan, 
formerly  held  by 
Thos.  Nangle,  called 
Baron  of  Navan. 

Fairs,  Easter  Monday 
and  Tuesday,  Mon- 
day and  Tuesday 
afterTrinitv  Sunday, 
first  Monday  and 
Tuesday  in  Septem- 
ber, and  first  Mon- 
day and  Tuesday  in 
December,  with  the 
tolls  of  these  fairs. 

Wednesday  and  Saturday  in  each  week  are  now  market  days,  and  there  are  four  fairs  held 
in  the  year,  namely,  on  Easter  Monday,  June  4th,  September  13th,  and  December  6th. 

17.  Up  to  1828,  Tolls  and  Customs  were  collected  at  these  fairs  and  markets.  Tolls  and  Customs. 

They  were  granted  to  the  corporation  by  the  charters  of  James  and  Charles,  and  by  the  Grant  to  Meredith, 
patent  of  31  Car.  II.;  and  it  was  stated  that  many  years  ago  that  body  granted  the  tolls  and 
customs  of  all  the  fairs,  and  one-fourth  of  those  of  the  markets  to  a Mr.  Meredith,  whose 
interest  is  now  vested  in  Sir  William  Somerville,  Baronet. 

The  conveyance  to  Meredith  was  not  produced.  I have  found  registered  the.  memorial  of  a 
settlement  dated  the  19th  April  1732,  whereby  one  of  the  Meredith  family  conveyed  to  trustees, 
for  family  purposes,  “ the  proportion  of  the  tolls  and  customs  of  the  town  and  borough  of 
Navan,  purchased  from  Sir  Hans  Hamilton  by  Arthur  Meredith,  and  also  the  tolls,  customs, 
and  perquisites  of  the  four  yearly  fairs  of  the  town  and  borough.”  And  again,  in  1775,  these 
tolls  were,  by  deed  of  the  21st  of  February,  conveyed  by  Mary  Meredith,  by  the  same 
description.  Sir  Hans  Hamilton  could  not  have  been  entitled  to  the  tolls  of  the  fairs  under 
his  grant  from  Charles  II.,  as  the  fairs  were  not  then  established.  He  must,  therefore,  have 
been  entitled  to,  and  hence  sold,  a proportion  of  the  market  tolls  only ; and  the  corporation 
probably  conveyed  the  tolls  of  the  fairs,  to  which  they  were,  by  the  patent  of  31  Charles  II. 
exclusively  entitled,  to  the  same  person.  This  supposition  reconciles  the  statements  in  the 
evidence  and  in  the  deed  of  1732,  which  would  otherwise  appear  to  conflict.  Sir  William 
Somerville  claims  the  customs  of  all  the  fairs  and  of  evei-y  fourth  market,  and  pays  for  them 
a quit-rent  of  15s.  per  annum  to  the  Crown. 

The  Tolls  and  Customs  receivable  by  the  corporation  were  always  let,  formerly  by  public  Corporation  Tolls 
auction,  and  more  recently  by  proposal ; the  last  rent  was  £40  for  the  year,  and  in  the  same 
year  (1S27)  £36  were  received  as  rent  for  the  crane.  These  sums,  together  with  such  rents 
a5  were  paid  for  holdings  on  the  corporation  lands,  were  received  by  the  portreeve,  who  was 
to  pay  thereout  the  salaries  of  the  other  officers,  and  retain  the  residue  for  himself. 

Sir  Marcus  Somerville,  the  father  of  Sir  William,  leased  his  share  of  the  tolls  and  customs  Sir  M.  Somerville's 
at  £95  a-year.  The  tenant  at  this  rent  fell  into  an  arrear  of  £400,  and  a nephew  of  his  Tolls  let. 
obtained  a new  lease  from  Sir  Marcus,  at  a rent  of  £50  a-year  on  payment  of  die  arrear  of 
£400,  and  the  surrender  of  the  old  lease  by  the  first  tenant. 

Great  extortion  appears  to  have  been  practised  in  the  collection  of  the  tolls,  and  the  profits 
of  the  tenant  of  the  corporation  must  have  been  considerable. 

In  1828  the  collection  was  resisted  on  the  part  of  the  public,  and  abandoned  by  the  Payment  of  Tolls 
corporation,  and  no  Toll  or  Custom  has  been  received  by  them  since  the  12th  of  August  1S2S.  resisted  m 1828. 
Th?  portreeve  stated  that  it  could  not  be  collected  without  loss  of  life. 

Sir  William  Somerville  still  demands  toll  at  fairs.  His  receipts  on  the  last  fair  day 
anomited  to  9s.  lid.  only. 

The  members  of  the  corporation  were  always  exempt  from  payment  of  tolls  and  customs 

re;  d“s  was  formerly  a valuable  privilege. 

There  is  still  a public  Crane  belonging  to  the  corporation,  but  it  is  little  resorted  to.  Crane. 

T*re  being  no  regular  weights  for  it.  Very  general  and  well-founded  complaints  are  made  of 

ffant  of  a properly-regulated  public  crane. 

Formerly,  the  crane  was  let  annually  by  the  portreeve  at  a rent  varying  from  £30  to^  £40.  Formerly  let. 

present  the  portreeve  pays  Is.  per  week  to  a craner,  and  receives  the  profits,  which  do  not 

0unt  to  more  than  £5  a-year. 

»•  The  town  of  Nayan  is  one  of  six  towns  included  in  the  Act  of  2 Edward  IV ..  passed  Lo«»l  Acts. 

" oe  purpose  of  enabling  those  towns  to  continue  the  collection  of  customs,  for  murage, 
and  pontage;  as  to  the  legality  of  which  the  statute  declares  that  doubts  had  been 


Date  of  Grant.  Enrolment.  Grantee. 

4.1,  intrust  1663.  P.  15  Car.  II.  p.  2,  Sir  Hans  Hamilton, 
4th  ° ‘ m.  37yd.  Bart. 


15th  October  1679.  P.31  Car.  II.  p.  1,  Corporation, 

m.  46,  d. 


■NAVAN. 
Fairs  and 
Markets. 
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There  is  another  local  Act,  'which,  however,  was  but  temporary.  It  )t 
Henry  VIII.,  and  is  on  the  statute  roll  of  33,  34,  35  Henry  VIII.  It  states  that  inn/  i 
as  the  town  of  the  Novan,  by  the  invasion  of  Neill  O’Donough,  was  burned  and  destrov  1 • 
was  enacted,  that  every  came  of  land,  within  the  counties  of  Meath  and  Westmeath  'a/’  ll 
tomably  used  to  be  charged  with  the  King’s  subsidy,  and  not  free  of  such  like  impositioT 
should  be  yearly  charged  during  the  term  of  four  years,  towards  the  building  the  walls-  at 
that  Sir  Thomas  Nangle,  &c.,  should  bind  themselves  in  £1000,  to  build,  within  ten  yea- 
such  a wall  round  the  town  as  should  be  approved  by  the  deputy  and  council.  ^ rs’ 

20.  According  to  the  Return  of  1821,  the  population  of  the  town  of  Navan  was, 

In  1831,  by  the  enumeration  of  that  year,  it  appeared  to  be 

Of  whom  there  were,  males 

„ females 

Their  occupations  were, 

Families  chiefly  employed  in  agriculture 
Ditto  chiefly  employed  in  trade,  manufactures,  and 

handicraft 

All  others  not  comprised  in  the  two  preceding  classes  - 
Occupiers  employing  labourers  .... 

Ditto  not  employing  labourers 

Labourers  employed  in  agriculture  - 
Employed  in  retail  trade  or  in  handicraft,  as  masters  or 

workmen 

Capitalists,  &c.  ------- 

Labourers  employed  in  labour  not  agricultural 


Houses  inhabited  - - - - - 830 

Families  - 908 

Houses"  uninhabited  - - - 17 

Ditto  building  -----  3 


The  proportion  of  Roman  Catholics  to  Protestants  is  as  ten  to  one.  There  are  very  few 
Protestant  Dissenters  in  the  district. 

Navan  returned  Members  to  Parliament  so  early  as  the  second  year  of  the  reign  of  Queen 
Elizabeth.  On  its  disfranchisement  by  the  Act  of  Union,  the  patrons  Lord  Tara  and  the 
Earl  of  Ludlow  received  compensation ; £7,500  being  paid  to  each  of  them. 

21.  The  town  is  neither  lighted  nor  watched.  Some  of  the  inhabitants  endeavoured  to 
procure  the  introduction  of  the  Act  of  the  9 Geo.  IV.  c.  82,  for  those  purposes,  but  the 
portreeve  successfully  resisted  the  attempt.  Fie  assigned  as  his  reason  for  having  done  so, 
that  proper  persons  could  not  be  had  to  fill  the  situation  of  commissioners  under  the  Act 
Many  of  the  persons  to  be  rated  think  otherwise.  From  the  state  of  the  streets  the  adoption 
of  this  Act  would  appear  useful.  The  main  streets  are  portions  of  the  county  roads,  and  as 
such  are  kept  in  repair  by  county  presentments,  for  which  the  town  is  assessed  as  a portion 
of  the  county,  but  the  bye-ways  and  smaller  streets  are  not  county  roads,  and  have  not  been 
repaired  for  several  years. 

These  streets  and.  the  bridges  are  in  a very  neglected  state,  and  them  is  no  fund  to 
repair  them.  . 

The  markets  have  improved  since  the  payment  of  tolls  and  customs  has  been  discontinued. 
The  situation  of  the  town,  in  the  centre  of  a great  corn  country,  produces  an  excellent  corn 
market;  and  its  abundant  supply  of  water  affords  great  facilities  for  trading  in  flour. 

22.  Document  sent. 

Extract  from  the  Tithe  Valuation  Book. 

HENRY  BALDWIN. 

Inquiry  held  5th  and  6th  September  1834,  before  John  Colhoun  and  Henry  Baldwin. 
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NEWCASTLE. 


BOROUGH  OF  NEWCASTLE. 


Charter. 


Provisions  of. 


Corporation 

extinct. 


Compensation 

Money. 


No  Court. 


Fairs  and 
Markets. 


Population. 


THE  Borough  of  Newcastle,  near  Lyons,  was  incorporated  by  a Charter  ^ranted  bv  K' 
James  I.,  bearing  date  the  30th  day  of  March,  in  the  eleventh  year  of  his  reicm ' 
enrolled  in  Chancery.  (Rot.  Pat.  11  Jac.  I.  p.  1,  m.  11.) 

This  charter  created  a corporation  by  the  name  of  “ The  Portreeve,  Free  Burgesses  a d 
Commonalty  of  the  Town  of  Newcastle,”  and  conferred  upon  the  portreeve  and  free  buries”  - 
the  right  of  returning  two  Members  to  Parliament.  It.  prescribed  the  mode  of  electing 
officers  and  freemen,  and  contained  a grant  of  a court  to  be  held  before  the  portreeve  5 
Thursday  in  each  week,  with  jurisdiction  to  the  amount  of  five  marks.  ' 

This  borough  has  ceased  to  possess  a Corporation.  Prior  to  the  Legislative  Union  the 
corporation  seems  to  have  been  kept  up  solely  for  the  purpose  of  returning  Members  to 
Parliament ; for,  even  before  the  year  1800,  the  inhabitants  were  in  no  way  connected  with  or 
affected  by  it.  The  patron,  the  Right  Honourable  David  Latouche,  paid  an  annual  visit  to 
the  town,  and  brought  with  him  a number  of  friends  whom  he  appointed  to  the  offices  of  the 
corporation,  but  who  performed  no  functions  as  such,  save  in  returning  Members  to 
Parliament. 


The  Compensation  of  £15,000  was  awarded  to  the  portreeve  and  burgesses  of  the  borough 
and  the  Right.  Honourable  David  Latouche,  under  the  40  Geo.  III.  c.  34,  for  the  loss  of  The 
elective  franchise. 

There  appears  to  have  been  a royal  manor  of  N ewcastle,  near  Lyons,  but  since  the  dissolution 
of  monasteries  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.,  the  town  has  formed  a portion  of  the  manor 
of  Saggard.  Colonel  Westenra  is  the  seneschal  of  that  manor.  No  Court  has  been  held 
within  the  limits  since  the  Union.  The  inhabitants  resort  for  petty  sessions  to  Lucan,  which 
is  distant  three  miles  and  a half. 

The  grants  of  Fairs  and  Markets  arc  as  follows : 


Date  of  Grant. 

13th  May  1608. 


23d  March  1762. 


Enrolment. 

P.6  Jac.  I.  p.  2,m.  5. 


Grantee. 

James  Hamilton,  Esq. 


Fairs  and  Markets. 

Market,  Thursday. 

Fairs,  on  St.  Swithin’s 
and  All  Saints,  and 
the  day  after  each, 
with  tolls  and  toll- 
book. 


P.  2 Geo.  III.  p.  2, 
m.  46. 


Corporation. 


Market,  on  Monday. 
Fairs,  on  the  9th  May 
and  8th  October,  and 
tolls  are  granted. 


Neither  fairs  nor-  markets  are  now  held,  and  there  is  no  recollection  of  tolls  or  customs 
having  been  collected  here. 

There  were  extensive  commons  belonging  to  the  manor,  but  not,  that  I could  discover,  to 
the  corporation.  They  have  been  enclosed  under  Acts  of  Parliament  passed  in  the  reign  of 
George  III. 

The  Population  of  this  village,  according  to  the  enumeration  of  1831,  was  then, 

Males 207 

Females  ....  188 


Total  - 395 


Houses  inhabited  - - - 71 

Families  - 79 

The  population  of  the  manor  of  Saggard  is  above  2,000.  This  village  is  poor,  and  is  ml 
improving. 

HENRY  BALDWIN. 


Inquiry  held  16th  September  1833. 
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THIS  Borough  obtained  a Charter  from  King  James  II.,  bearing  date  the  4th  of  July,  in 
the  fourth  year  of  his  reign.  This  charter  recited  that  Old  Leighlin  had  been  an  ancient 
borough,  and  possessed  a corporation.  The  corporation  probably  existed- by  prescription. 

Prior  to  the  Union,  it  returned  two  Members  to  the  Irish  Parliament ; and  the  elective 
franchise  being  vested  exclusively  in  the  officers  of  the  Corporation,  the  offices  were  filled 
and  the  corporation  maintained  for  the  purpose  of  exercising  it,  and  accordingly  when  it  was 
disfranchised  as  a parliamentary  borough,  the  corporation  was  permitted  to  fall  into  decay. 

The  town  consists  of  about  20  houses  occupied  by  nearly  100  persons. 

There  are  neither  fairs  nor  markets  held  in  it. 

The  land  about  Old  Leighlin  is  bishop’s  land,  belonging  t.o  the  see  of  Leighlin  and 
Ferns,  except  from  15  to  20  acres,  concerning  which  the  representation  is,  that  they  formerly 
belonged  to  the  coiporation,  and  this  repute  seems  to  be  supported  by  the  fact  that  these 
acres  are  held  by  eight  or  ten  different  gentlemen,  whose  ancestors,  it  is  supposed,  got  pos- 
session of  them  as  burgesses  or  other  officers  of  the  corporation.  There  is  a reputation  that 
there  were  formerly  extensive  commons  belonging  to  the  municipal  body. 

There  is  no  police  stationed  here,  and  the  village  is  a very  inconsiderable  one,  and  from  its 
situation  is  not  likely  to  improve. 

HENRY  BALDWIN. 

Inquiry  held  2d  October  1833. 
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COUNTY. 

PHILIPSTOWN. 


BOROUGH  OF  PHILIPSTOWN. 


1.  THE  Limits  of  the  Borough  of  Philipstown  extend  on  the  north  to  the  river  Ashmore ; Limits. 
on  the  south,  to  Ballynagar ; on  the  east,  to  Mount  Lucas ; and  on  the  west,  to  the  boundary 

of  the  parish  of  Kill ; a distance  of  about  two  miles  in  every  direction  from  the  centre  of  the 
town. 

2.  The  borough  has,  since  the  year  1800,  ceased  to  possess  a Corporation.  It  returned  Coporation 
two  Members  to  the  Irish  Parliament;  and  the  corporation  seems  to  have  been  kept  up  for  extinct- 

the  sole  purpose  of  making  such  return,  and,  accordingly,  no  corporate  office  has  been  filled 
since  the  borough  was  deprived  of  the  elective  franchise  by  the  Act  of  Union.  The  com- 
pensation money,  under  the  Act  of.  40  Geo.  III.  c.  34,  was  paid  to  George  Earl  of 
Belridere,  Robert  Earl  of  Lanesborough,  John  King,  Esq.,  and  Lady  Lanesborough  his 
wife,  upon  the  trusts  of  the  will  of  Robert  then  late  Earl  of  Belvidere. 

3.  The  Charter  by  wliich  this  borough  was  incorporated,  was  granted  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  Charters.  ■ 

on  the  4th  of  March,  in  the  twelfth  year  of  her  reign.  12  Elizabeth, 

It  is  enrolled  in  Chancery.  (Rot.  Pat.  3 Jac.  II.  p.  1.  d.  m.  6.)  By  this  charter  the  borough  4th  March- 
was  incorporated  by  the  name  of  " The  Burgomaster,  Bailiffs,  Burgesses,  and  Commonalty 
of  Philipstown,”  with  like  liberties  and  free  usages  as  the  corporation  of  Naas,  or  any  other 
free  borough.  The  charter  prescribed  the  mode  of  electing  officers,  contained  a grant  of  a 
court  to  be  held  before  the  burgomaster  and  bailiffs,  without  limit  in  amount  of  claim,  and 
ordained  that  the  inhabitants  should  not  plead  or  be  impleaded  out  of  the  borough,  in 
respect  of  matters  arising  within  it ; it  gave  to  the  burgomaster  and  bailiffs  the  return  of  all 
writs,  &c.  within  the  district,  and  jurisdiction  in  assize  of  fresh  force,  as  the  mayor  and  sheriffs 
of  Drogheda  had ; it  constituted  the  burgomaster  a justice  of  the  peace  and  coroner  within 
the  borough,  and  escheator  and  clerk  of  the  market ; it  contained  a grant  of  a market  to  be 
held  on  every  Thursday,  and  of  tolls  and  customs  for  the  use  and  advantage  of  the  borough, 
to  be  collected  according  to  a given  schedule,  as  follows  : 

d. 

For  every  horse  sold  ------  2 

„ cow  sold  ------  2 


„ goat  -------  1 

„ sow  - --  --  --  0} 

„ sheep  - - - - - - ,-  0i 

Every  load  of  boards  or  planks  OJ 

For  every  sack  of  grain 0| 

For  every  hide  or  pelt  of  the  value  of  an  ox-hide  - 0i 

For  every  cart-body  or  plough  1 

„ pair  of  wheels 

Any  merchandise  to  the  value  of  2s.  - - - 0^ 

„ 5s.  - - - 1 

and  it  declared  that  the  burgomaster  and  bailiffs  might  have  and  receive  all  other  customs 
and  profits  of  all  things  sold,  as  the  bailiffs  of  Dundalk  could  take,  at  a rent  of  10s. ; it 
ala)  gave  to  the  corporation  all  waiffs  and  strays  in  aid  of  the  repair  of  the  borough;  it 
ordained  that  none  but  those  admitted  to  be  free  should  use  any  occupation  within  the  limits; 
hat  foreign  merchants  should  not  sell  by  retail  any  merchandise  brought  from  beyond  the 
sea  ?hthout  licence  from  the  corporation  ; that  no  persons  might,  on  market  days,  buy 
Merchandise,  or  victuals,  (except  for  their  own  present  sustenance,  or  from  a freeman,)  unless 
ween  the  hours  of  eight  a.  m.  and  three  p.  M.,  on  pain  of  forfeiture  of  the  goods  bought. 

This  borough  afterwards  obtained  a charter  from  King  James  II.,  which  bears  date  the  1st  4 James  IV., 
°*  October,  in  the  fourth  year  of  his  reign.  This  charter,  after  the  usual  recital  in  the  1st  October, 
j®  ^rtars  J ames  II.,  of  a forfeiture  of  former  privileges  by  a judgment  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer 
reland,  contained  a grant  of  a new  incorporation  of  all  the  inhabitants  within  the  ancient 
baiTffi  ® k°rough,  and  directed  that  the  corporation  should  co'nsist  of  one  sovereign,  two 
sh  tV2burg^ses,  exclusive  of  the  sovereign  and  bailiffs;  that  the  sovereign  and  bailiffs 
of°tb  ^ n annually  chosen  by  the  sovereign  in  office,  bailiffs,  and  burgesses,  out  of  the  body 
. burgesses ; that  the  burgesses  should  be  elected  from  the  inhabitants;  and  that  the 
bailiffs,  burgesses,  and  commonalty  should  return  two  Members  to  serve  in 
a nd  br Dt  *°r  tbe  borough.  It  contained  a grant  of  a court,  to  be  held  before  the  sovereign 
and  bai™Sj  *°r  pleas  within  the  borough,  without  limit  in  amount  of  claim ; and  of  tolls 
corn  CUS.toms>  for  the  repairs  of  the  borough;  ,and  of- all  lands  theretofore  held  by  the 
^oration.  R authorized  the  appointment  of  a recorder  and  town  clerk,  but.  directed  that' 

-y.  should  not  act  until  approved  of  by  the  chief  govemoi*;  and  reserved  to  the  chief  governor 
pnvy  council  the  power  of  removing  any  of  the  officers  of  the  Corporation- 
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It  was  not  stated  under  what  charter  the  corporation  acted.  I apprehend  it  was  und  tl 
of  Elizabeth,  the  charter  of  James  being  founded  on  an  erroneous  judgment.  Cr  ^af 

4.  The  Corporation  consisted  of  one  burgomaster,  two  bailiffs,  12  burgesses  and 

limited  number  of  freemen.  ° ’ an  un' 

5.  It  was  stated  by  a very  old  man,  that  upwards  of  80  years  ago,  there  were  a great  nu  1 
of  freemen,  and  that  birth  and  servitude,  prior  to  that  time,  conferred  an  inchoate  riX  t 
freedom.  He  further  stated,  that  about  that  period,  the  then  Lord  Belvidere  purcli  i 
the  borough,  and  that  from  the  date  of  such  purchase,  no  person  was  admitted  as1  of  Vht 
He  said  that  Lord  Belvidere  kept  the  corporation  close,  so  that,  the  old  freemen  dvin  ° ff 
the  corporation  became  limited  to  a few  non-residents,  whom  Lord  Belvidere  had  admitt  1 
to  be  free,  and  with  whom  he  was  in  the  habit  of  coming  to  Philipstown  on  every  29th  f 
September,  for  the  purpose  of  appointing  corporate  officers. 

The  corporation  having  altogether  ceased  to  exist  for  33  years,  and  having  long  before  then 
been  of  no  importance  to  the  community,  I was  unable  to  ascertain  how  or  by  whom  the 
freemen  and  other  classes  were  elected,  further  than  that  the  control  of  Lord  Belvidere  beinn 
unlimited,  no  person  could  be  elected  to  any  office  without  his  approbation  and  consent  0 

It  did  not  appear  that  the  burgomaster  or  any  other  officer  held  any  court  or  performed 
any  functions  for  20  years  prior  to  the  extinction  of  the  corporation. 

No  books  or  documents  belonging  to  the  body  were  produced,  nor  is  it  known  that  anv 
such  are  in  existence.  * 

I could  not  discover  that  there  had  ever  been  any  corporate  police  or  prison ; and  it  was 
stated  that,  within  the  memory  of  man,  the  magisterial  duties  within  the  borough  have  been 
performed  by  county  justices. 

6.  The  number  of  the  County  Constabulary  here  varies  from  7 to  16.  They  act  under 
county  magistrates. 

7.  The  County  Gaol  was  formerly  in  the  town,  but  it  has  been  removed  to  Tullamore,  a 
distance  of  about  eight  miles. 

8.  There  is  no  Borough  Court.  Petty  Sessions  are.  held  every  second  Thursday  before  county 
justices,  and  quarter  sessions  four  times  a year. 

9.  The  Charitable  Establishments  in  the  district  are : a school,  under  the  board  of  Erasmus 
Smith,  for  boys,  returned  as  educating  66  scholars,  30  Protestants  and  36  Roman  Catholics; 

A girls’  school,  under  the  London  Hibernian  Society ; and 

A large  dispensary,  supported  by  voluntary  subscription,  and  presentment  in  the  usual 
way. 

10.  There  is  a large  and  improving  Market  in  the  town  on  Thursday  in  each  week 

There  are  seven  Fairs,  four  of  which  are  termed  the  “New  Fairs,”  having  been 

instituted  about  1820.  These  are  held  in  a part  of  the  town  called  Molesworth-street. 

In  three  or  four  years  after  their  establishment,  toll  was  demanded  at  these  fairs ; it  was 
ultimately  given  up,  and  has  not  been  collected  for  the  last  three  years. 

It  appears  that  by  patent  bearing  date  the  21st  February  1670,  (enrolled  P.  23  Car.  II. 
p.  1.  m.  8.  d.)  power  was  granted  to  John  Bysse,  Esq.  to  hold  fairs  at  Philipstown  on  the 
17th  March  and  22d  November,  and  the  day  after  each,  and  to  take  tolls  and  customs  at 
those  fairs. 

11.  With  respect  to  the  Cranage  and  the  Tolls  and  Customs  of  the  other  fairs,  and  of  the 
market,  it  appeared,  that  Lady  Lanesborough,  by  indenture  bearing  date  the  25th  June  1816, 
demised  the  tolls,  cranage,  and  customs  of  Philipstown  to  Thomas  Geraghty,  for  three  lives, 
at  a rent  of  £10  a-year,  that  Thomas  Geraghty,  by  a writing  bearing  date  the  31st  of  March 
1826,  reciting  his  lease  of  1816,  deputed  Edward  Dyer  to  be  his  craner,  and  that  Dver, 
although  not  sworn,  set  up  a crane,  and  continues  to  hold  it  to  the  present  time,  and  claims 
to  he  sole  craner,  and  has  summoned,  and  procured  to  he  convicted,  persons  for  setting  up  a 
crane  and  weighing  for  hire. 

Tolls  and  customs  are  not  now  collected  on  market  days,  but  are  taken  at  the  three 
ancient  fairs. 

The  schedule  in  use  at  present  differs  materially  from  that  given  by  the  charter  of  Elizabeth, 


d. 

For  cows  and  heifers 4 

Yearling  calves  ------  2 

Sheep  and  lambs 1 

Horses  -------  4 

Pigs  - 3 

Covered  standings 6 

Any  other 4 

Brogue  - - 5 

Any  car  going  in  with  goods  for  sale  6£ 

Aliy  hawkers  and  dealers  5 


Neither  the  authority  for  such  charges,  nor  the  title  of  Lady  Lanesborough  to  tolls, 
were  stated  to  me. 

The  collectors  are,  to  the  present  day,  in  the  habit  of  swearing  persons  as  to  whether 
not  they  had  sold  at  the  fairs.  , 
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Cranage  is  collected  at  fairs  and  markets;  the  charge  is  Id.  per  sack  of  eight  stone  and 
u wards,0 and  ltd.  for  any  sack  under  that  weight. 

There  were  Commons  attached  to  this  coqioration,  consisting,  it  is  stated,  of  350 
res  or  thereabouts,  adjacent  to  the  town.  When  the  freemen  and  burgesses  were 
^uuerous,  these  lands  were  divided  amongst  them  in  lots  to  hold  for  life ; and  it  would  seem 
that  after  the  purchase  of  the  borough  by  Lord  Belvidere,  the  neighbouring  landlords,  as  the 
freemen  and  burgesses  who  held  the  lots  died  off,  (there  being  no  persons  elected  lo  succeed 
them ) encroached  upon  the  commons  until  merely  one  acre  remained,  as  it  still  remains, 

"^Lord  Lanesborough,  the  heir  of  Lord  Belvidere,  Mr.  Bagott,  Mr.  Sherlock  of  Sherlocks- 
town  Lord  Ponsonby,  and  Mr.  Gore  are  stated  to  be  possessed  of  portions  of  the  corporation 
commons,  but  they  have  been  in  possession  for  many  years.  A Mr.  Thomas  Whitefield 
•stated  that  he  held  some  land  from  Lord  Belvidere  which  formerly  constituted  three  burgesses’ 
lots  and  he  named  other  persons  who  also  held  ground  that  had  belonged  to  the  corporation. 

13  The  3,  4 Phil,  and  Mary,  c.  2,  “ for  the  disposition  of  Leix  and  Offaily,”  and  by  which 
the  name  of  Philipstown  is  given  to  the  New  Fortin  Offaily,  and  the  district  called  Offaily 
erected  into  the  King’s  County;  and  the  Act  of  2,  3 Will.  IV.  c.  60,  hereinafter  mentioned, 
are  the  onlyLocal  Acts  of  Parliament  relating  to  this  borough. 

The  streets  are  repaired  by  county  presentment. 

The  population  of  Philipstown,  according  to  the  returns  of  1831,  were  then, 


Males £84. 

Females - - 770 


Total  - 1,454 


Occupations : 

Families  chiefly  employed  in  agriculture  - - - 

Ditto  chiefly  employed  in  trade,  manufacture,  and  handicraft 
All  other  families  not  occupied  in  the  two  preceding  classes 
Agriculture : 

Occupiers  employing  labourers 

Ditto  not  employing  labourers 

Labourers  employed  in  agriculture  - 
Employed  in  retail  trade  and  handicraft  as  masters  or  workmen 
Capitalists,  &c.  - - - - _ - 

Labourers  employed  in  labour  not  agricultural 
Houses, 

Inhabited  --------- 

Uninhabited " 

Building 

Families  - --  --  --  -- 


96 

97 
75 

5 

IS 

102 

121 

46 

9 

256 

9 

4 

268 


By  the  Act  of  the  2,  3 Will.  IV.  c.  60,  the  assizes  for  the  King's  County  are,  after 
1st  July  1835,  to  he  held  at  Tullamore  instead  of  Philipstown,  where  they  hare  been 
heretofore  held.  This  change  is  likely  to  have  a prejudicial  effect  upon  Philipstown. 

The  town  is  not  at  present  ill  a prosperous  condition,  although  the  markets  are  good,  and 
although  the  town  is  situate  near  the  Grand  Canal  from  Dublin  to  the  west  of  Ireland,  and 
thereby  possesses  the  benefit  of  a water  communication  with  the  capital. 

There  is  no  manufactory  in  the  town.  It  is  not  lighted.  „ . T 

J HENRY  BALDWIN. 


Inquiry  held  the  24th  September  1833. 
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AND  KING'S 
COUNTIES. 


PORT  ARLING- 
TON. 


BOROUGH  OF  PORTARLINGTON. 


1.  THE  Town  of  Portarlington  is  situate  on  the  Barrow,  where  that  river  separates  the  Limits. 

King’s  and  Queen’s  Counties,  and  the  portion  of  the  borough  which  lies  upon  the  left  bank  is 

in  the  King’s,  and  that  on  the  right  bank  in  the  Queen’s  County. 

The  Charter  of  Portarlington  directs  that  the  borough  " shall  extend  into  the  King’s  and 
Queen’s  Counties  in  every  direction,  from  the  pass  over  the  river  Barrow,  commonly  called 
Bellatride,  near  Cooltederry  alias  Portarlington,  100  acres  of  Irish  plantation  measure  in  the 
whole.”  It  extends,  on  the  north,  to  the  commons’  drain  near  Derravilla ; on  the  east,  to  Old 
Brackland  Bridge;  (Queen’s  County ;)  on  the  south,  the  boundary  runs  along  the  exterior 
mearing  of  Dmghill  to  the  Barrow ; and  on  the  west,  it  reaches  to  Butlersford.  (King’s 
County.)  The  bridge  of  Portarlington  stands  over  the  pass  of  Bellatride,  and  the  limits  are 
about  the  charter  distance  from  it.  These  limits  have,  so  far  as  regards  the  representation  in 
Parliament,  been  altered  by  the  Act  of  2,  3 Will.  IV.  c.  89.  In  some  points  the  new  Boundary  Act. 
boundaries  extend  beyond  the  old,  but,  upon  the  whole,  they  are  more  circumscribed. 

They  include  the  eutire  town  as  built  upon,  and  a small  surrounding  district.  Being  adapted 
to  tile  present  position  of  the  town,  they  would  seem  to  be  preferable  to  the  ancient  ones,  as 
limits  of  the  borough  and  its  municipal  jurisdiction. 

2.  The  ancient  Name  of  the  Land  on  which  the  Queen’s  County  portion  of  the  town  is  built.  Town  Lands, 

is  “ Cooltetoodera,”  or  “ Cooltederry.”  Early  in  the  seventeenth  century,  Terence  O’Dempsey  ancient  Names  of. 
was  seised  of  Cooltetoodera,  in  the  Queen’s,  and  of  Kilmalogue,  in  the  King’s  County,  by  Terence  O'Dcmp- 
Tirtue  of  letters  patent  of  King  James  I.,  bearing  date  the  15th  of  June  in  the  sixteenth*  year  sey  seised  of- 
of  his  reign.  (1618.)  Terence  O’Dempsey  was  subsequently  created  Viscount  Clanmalira,  and  Forfeited  by  Lewis 
hence  the  lands  comprised  in  the  patent  of  James  have  been  frequently  described  as  the  Lord  ClonmaUra^ 
“territory  of  Clanmalira.”  This  territory,  including  Cooltetoodera  and  Kilmalogue,  descended  Lord"  Arlington, 
to  Lewis  Lord  Clanmalira,  as  tenant  in  tail,  and  becoming  forfeited  by  his  being  attainted  of 
treason  in  the  year  1641,  was  granted  by  letters  patent  bearing  date  the  5th  of  November, 

14  Charles  II.,  to  Sir  Henry  Bennett,  Knight,  afterwards  Lord  Arlington ; and  it  was  subse- 
quently awarded  to  Lord  Arlington  by  the  trustees  of  forfeited  estates. 

The  78th  section  of  the  Act  of  Explanation  (17,  IS  Car.  II.  c.  2.)  relates  to  these  Act  of  Explanation, 
lands.  After  stating  that  Lewis  Viscount  Clanmalira  had  been  but  tenant  in  tail,  and  had  17,18CliarlesII.c.2. 
exhibited  his  claim  as  such  to  the  trustees  of  forfeited  estates,  and  that.  Lord  Aldington 
claimed  the  reversion  in  fee,  by  virtue  of  the  patent  of  5th  November,  14  Charles  II.,  and 
staling  that  it  was  doubtful  whether  the  estate  tail  was  not  extinct.  Lord  Clanmalira’s  claim 
of  innocence  not  being  allowed,  to  obviate  the  doubt,  the  section  enabled  Lord  Arlington  imme- 
diately to  enter  upon  and  possess  the  lands  whereof  Lewis  Lord  Clanmalira  was  seised  on  the 
22d  of  October  1641,  as  fully  as  if  the  estate  tail  had  been  spent  or  expired,  and  provided  for 
the  remuneration  of  the  adventurers  and  soldiers  who  should  be  removed  off  the  lands  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  complete  possession  to  Lord  Arlington.  Lord  A.  also  obtained  a second  Patent  27th  July, 
Patent  of  these  lands,  bearing  date  the  27th  of  July,  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  Charles  II.  18  Charles  II. 

By  the  last  section  of  the  Act  of  Explanation,  a power  was  given  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and 
Council  of  Ireland,  " to  direct  in.  the  passing  of  all  letters  patent  how  new  and  proper  Names,  New  Names, 
more  suitable  to  the  English  tongue,  might  be  inserted,  with  an  alias,  for  all. towns,  lands,  and 
places,  and  that  such  new  names  should  thereafter  be  the  only  names  to  be  used.”  Under 
the  provision  of  this  clause,  Cooltetoodera  received  from  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council 
"the  alias"  of  Portarlington;  but  Sir  Henry  Petty’s  survey  having  been  made  before  this 
name  was  bestoxved,  the  lands  are  still  called  by  their  ancient  name  in  the  quit-rent  and  county 
books. 

3.  This  borough  was  incorporated  in  the  year  1667,  by  King  Charles  II.,. by  a Charter  Charter. 
which  bears  date  the  3d  day  of  August,  in  the  nineteenth  year  of  his  reign,  enrolled  in 
nmcMy.  (R0t.  pat.  19  Car.  II.  p.  5.  m.  5.  d.) 

This  charter,  (the  only  one  relating  to  Portarlington,)  after  stating  the  adjudication  of  the  lands.  Recitals  in. 
forfeited  by  Lewis  Lord  Viscount  Clanmalira,  to  Henry  Lord  Arlington  and  his  heirs  for  ever, 
reciting  the  patent  of  the  27th  day  of  July,  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  the  King,  (Charles  II.,) 
to  Lord  Arlington,  and  stating  that  he  had  expressed  a desire  that  the  lands  should  be  planted 
with  English,  proceeded  to  erect  certain  of  these  lands,  which  lay  in  the  King  s County,  into  Provisions  of. 
a manor,  to  be  called  The  Manor  of  Charlestown  ;”  and  further  ordained  that  the  lands  of  Creation  of  the 
Cooltetoodera  alias  Portarlington,  and  other  lands  therein  named,  all  in  the  barony  of  Portna-  Manors  of  Charles- 
hmch  and  Queen’s  County,  and  the  Clonrorke  alias  Portarlington  woods,  and  other  lands  in  town- 
the  barony  of  Philipstown,  in  the  King’s  County,  “ should  be  one  entire  manor,  to  be  called  and  of  Portar- 
aQd  known  by  the  name  of  the  Manor  of  Portarlington.”  It  gave  to  Lord  Arlington,  his  heirs  lington. 
and  assigns,  power  to  hold  a Court  Leet  and  view  of  frankpledge  within  the  manor,  before  a Courts  of  latter, 
seneschal  to  be  appointed  by  him  or  them,  to  inquire  into  “ all  felonies,  trespasses,  deceipts.  Court  Leet. 
nuisances,  and  other  offences  and  matters  arising  within  the  manor ; ’ and  also,  to  hold  a 
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Court  Baron,  J uris- 
diction  40i. 

Court  of  Record, 
Jurisdiction  £200. 


Prison. 

Fairs. 


court  in  the  nature  of  a Court  Baron,  before  a seneschal  to  be  appointed  as  aforesaid 
power  to  hold  pleas  “ in  all  actions  of  debt,  covenant,  trespass,  account,  contract  ancf  d 
and  all  other  causes  and  matters  whatsoever  arising  within  the  said  manor,  wherein  th  'ru’ 
or  damages  exceed  not  the  sum  of  40s. and  also  to  hold  " a law  day,  or  a Court  of  P 6 ~i » 
before  the  seneschal,  “ of  pleas  of  all  manner  of  actions  of  debt,  detinue,  trespass  re 
withernam,  second  deliverance,  and  all  other  personal  and  mixed  actions  within  the  in 
wherein  the  debt  or  damages  shall  not  exceed  the  value  of  £‘200  sterling.”  It  conferred  an°r> 
Lord  Arlington,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  the  power  of  appointing  officers'^  execute  the 
of  these  courts,  to  erect  a Prison  for  the  manor,  and  to  appoint  a o-aoler  and  to  hnllT^ 


Creation  of  the 
Borough. 


Corporation,  con- 
stituent Parts  of. 


Principal  Provisions 
of  Charter. 


Fairs  in  the  town  of  Portarlington ; one  on  every  Easter  Monday,  and  the  other  on  th  l-t 
and  2d  of  October  in  each  year,  with  a Court  of  Pie  Poudre  for  the  fairs  ; “ and  also  pone  t 
receive  and  take  reasonable  Toll,  and  all  privileges  and  immunities  to  such  fairs  and  court° 
belonging.”  s 

After  conferring  similar  privileges  on  Lord  Arlington,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  in  respect  f 
tire  manor  of  Charlestown,  the  charter  proceeds  to  the  Creation  of  the  Borough.  It  stat« 
“ to  the  end  that  the  manor  of  Portarlington  may  be  more  speedily  planted,  That  the  town* 
and  such  proportion  of  the  lands  of  the  manor  of  Portarlington,  in  the  King’s  and  Queen’s 
Counties,”  as  are  contained  within  the  limits  above  mentioned,  " shall  from  thenceforth  for  ever 
be  a free  borough,  and  that  in  the  said  town  and  borough  there  shall  be  a body  politic  and 
corporate,  consisting  of  one  sovereign,  two  portreeves  or  bailiffs,  and  twelve  burgesses  to 
continue  in  succession  for  ever.”  It  prescribes  the  mode  of  election  of  officers,  and  of  admission 
of  freemen  ; it  empowers  the  sovereign,  with  the  consent  of  the  bailiffs  and  burgesses  for  the 
time  being,  or  of  the  majority  of  them,  during  his  absence,  to  appoint  as  deputy  some  discreet 
and  substantial  person,  being  one  of  the  burgesses  inhabiting  the  borough,  and  appoints  the 
sovereign,  or  deputy,  a justice  of  the  peace  and  coroner  within  the  district,  and  the  sovereim 
and  bailiffs  to  be  respectively  mayor  and  constables  of  the  staple  for  the  year  next  after  their 
year  of  office.  And  it  enabled  the  borough,  by  the  majority  of  the  sovereign,  bailiffs,  burgesses 
and  freemen,  to  elect  two  Members  to  represent  it  in  Parliament ; a privilege  which,  bv  the 
Act  of  Union,  was  reduced  to  one. 


It  ordains  " that  the  sovereign,  bailiffs,  burgesses,  and  freemen,  and  all  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town  and  borough,  and  their  successors  for  ever,  shall  do  suit  and  service  to  the  manor 
of  Portarlington,  and  plead  and  be  impleaded  in  the  Court  Leet,  Court  Baron,  and  Court 
of  Record  of  this  manor.” 


Recorder  and 
Town  Clerk. 

Market. 

Title. 

Constitution. 


Officers. 


Sovereign,  how 
elected. 


May  be  re-elected. 


Deputy. 


Sovereign  is  the 
Nominee  of  the 
Patron. 

Functions  of. 


It  empowered  Lord  Arlington,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  to  nominate  ff  some  discreet  person 
learned  in  the  law”  to  be  Recorder  and  Town  Clerk  during  pleasure,  with  like  jurisdiction 
as  the  recorder  and  town  clerk  of  the  borough  of  Lanesborough ; and  it  constituted  the 
recorder  a justice  of  the  peace  within  the  town  and  precincts : and  it  further  empowered 
Lord  Arlington  to  hold  a Market  on  Wednesday  in  each  week  within  the  town,  and  to  appoint 
a clerk  of  the  market. 

4.  The  Title  given  by  the  charter  to  the  corporation,  is  that  of  ff  The  Sovereign,  Bailiffs, 
and  Burgesses  of  the  Borough  and  Town  of  Portarlington.” 

5.  The  corporation  consists  of. 

One  Sovereign, 

Two  Bailiffs, 

Twelve  Burgesses,  and 

Freemen  without  restriction  as  to  number. 

6.  And  the  Officers,  in  addition  to  those  above  mentioned,  are. 

One  Recorder,  and 
One  Serjeant  at  Mace. 

The  charter  directs,  “ that  the  office  of  Sovereign  shall  be  annual,  and  that  the  sovereign, 
bailiffs,  and  burgesses,  shall  have  free  election  of  the  sovereign  and  bailiffs  out  of  the 
burgesses.” 

The  sovereign  is  accordingly  elected  annually  on  the  first  Monday  after  the  feast  of  Saint 
John  the  Baptist,  (the  charter  day,)  in,  and  by  an  assembly  consisting  of  the  sovereign,  ana 
bailiffs  in  office,  and  burgesses.  In  practice,  the  presence  of  no  certain  number  of  electors  is 
required.  In  1832  there  were  but  six  present,  and  in  1833  only  the  same  number  attended. 
No  qualification  is  deemed  necessary  for  the  office,  except  that  of  being  a burgess.  The 
person  elected  is  sworn,  and  commences  to  act  on  the  first  Monday  after  the  29th  of  September 
following  his  election. 

It  is  considered  by  the  corporate  officers,  that  a person  may  he  re-elected  and  act  as 
sovereign  for  successive  years ; and,  indeed,  the  same  individual  has  been  constantly  the  acting 
sovereign  for  the  last  20  years,  with  the  exception  of  a single  year,  from  Michaelmas  K 
to  Michaelmas  1829.  In  form,  however,  he  has  been  only  Deputy  every  alternate  year; 
and,  when  there  is  a deputy,  an  approval  of  the  appointment  is  entered  in  the  corporation 
book,  and  subscribed  to  by  a majority  of  the  burgesses. 

While  the  mode  of  election  prescribed  by  charter  is  thus,  in  appearance,  to  a certain  extent 
observed,  the  office  of  Sovereign,  as  well  as  every  other  in  the  body,  is  filled  at  the  nomina  on 
of  “ the  Patron,”  the  Earl  of  Portarlington. 

The  sovereign  is  a justice  of  the  peace  within  the  borough,  and  performs  the  ordinary 
duties  of  a magistrate  at  petty  sessions,  and  in  the  general  regulation  of  the  town. 

He  does  not  act  as  coroner  or  mayor  of  the  staple.  . i„wj 

..  The  lord  of  the  manor  does  not  appoint  any  clerk  of  the  market,  and  the  market  is  regui 
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l,v  the  sovereign,  who  also  corrects  the  weights  and  measures,  and  seizes  unwholesome  food  COUNT. IES. 
exposed  foi  sale.  t PORT\rIjI\G- 

He  regulates  the  assize  of  bread  on  every  Monday.  He  presides  at  all  corporate  assemblies,  TON.  ^ 

and  is  returning  officer  at  elections  of  a Member  to  serve  in  Parliament. 

Until  the  last  general  election  his  duty,  in  this  respect,  was  merely  formal,  as  up  to  that 
time  there  had  not  been  a contest  for  50  years. 

The  sovereign  has  no  fixed  Salary.  He  receives  for  the  corporation  a rent  of  £60  late  Salary. 

Irish  currency  a-year  reserved  out  of  the  lands  of  Drughill,  out  of  which  he  pays  their  salaries 
to  the  bailiffs  and  recorder,  and  some  incidental  expenses,  and  retains  the  residue,  generally 
upwards  of  £30  per  annum,  for  his  own  use. 

He  has  also,  on  two  or  three  occasions,  received  £1  for  affixing  t.he  corporation  seal  to  Emoluments, 
documents  to  be  used  in  foreign  countries. 

He  has  no  other  incidental  emolument. 

The  Bailiffs  (who  are  also  styled  “ portreeves”  in  the  charter)  are  elected  in  the  same  Bailiffs, how  elected, 
manner  and  on  the  same  day  as  the  sovereign,  to  serve  for  one  year,  but  they  are  generally 
continued  in  office.  In  practice,  they  arc  elected  from  the  freemen,  although  the  charter 
directs  that  .they  should  be  chosen  out  of  the  number  of  the  burgesses. 

They  are  always  resident,  and  perform  no  duty  beyond  that  of  occasionally  assisting  the  Functions, 
sovereign  in  the  regulation  of  the  town,  and  of  attending  corporate  meetings.  Thev  never 
act  as  constables  of  the  staple  after  having  filled  the  office  of  bailiffs. 

They  receive  a Salary  of  £2  a-year  each,  paid  by  the  sovereign  out  of  the  rent  of  Drughill,  Salary, 
and  have  no  incidental  emoluments. 


Burgesses  are  elected  for  life  by  the  same  persons,  and  in  the  same  manner,  as  the  sovereign  Burgesses,  how 
and  bailiffs.  The  only  direction  in  the  charter  as  to  the  mode  of  their  election  is,  that  the  elected, 
sovereign,  bailiffs,  and  burgesses  " shall  have  free  election  of  the  burgesses,  and  all  other 
the  officers  and  ministers,  (except  the  sovereign  and  bailiffs,)  out  of  the  body  of  the 
freemen  and  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  borough,  according  to  the  practice  of  the  corporation 
of  Lanesborough.” 

Inhabitancy,  however,  since  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  the  21  Geo.  II.  c.  10,  has  not  been  Qualification, 
required,  and  the  Qualification  of  being  a freeman  is  always  supplied  at  the  moment,  by  the 
proposed  burgess  being  first  elected  a freeman,  and  immediately  afterwards,  and  in  the  same 
assembly,  a- burgess.  The  number  of  12  burgesses,  exclusive  of  the  sovereign,  is  constantly 
kept -up.  Of  the  present  12,  only  two  are  resident  within  the. limits  of  the  borough.  The 
sovereign  is  resident. 

The  following  is  a List  of  the  present  Burgesses,  including  the  sovereign,  with  the  dates  of  List  of  Burgesses, 
their  admissions,  as  far  as  they  could  be  ascertained : 

1.  William  Dawson,  Esq.,  date  of  admission  unknown  - non-resident. 

2.  General  Arclidale,  admitted  1802  - same. 

3.  Jonathan  D.  Clarke,  Esq.,  (recorder,)  October  1795  - same. 

4.  Lord  Portarlington,  6th  October  1800  - same. 

5.  Sir  Henry  Parnell,  Bart.,  30th  December  1802  - - same. 

6.  James  Jocelyn,  Esq.,  30th  December  1802  - same. 

7.  Rev.  James  Stannus,  29th  June  1812  - same. 

8.  Rev.  Richard  Clarke,  (sovereign,)  29th  June  1812  - resident. 

9.  The  Honourable  Lionel  Dawson,  28th  June  1813  - non-resident. 

10.  Thomas  Stannus,  Esq.,  1st  October  1821  - resident. 

11.  The  Honourable  John  Lionel  Dawson,  4th  October  1824  non-resident 

12.  J ames  Deane,  Esq.,  6th  August  1830  - same. 

13.  Joseph  Hart,  Esq.,  25th  June  1832  - resident. 

General  Archdale,  J.  D.  Clarke,  Lord  Portarlington,  and  James  Deane  have  residences 
within  seven  statute  miles  of  the  town.  Four  of  the  burgesses  are  related  to  Lord  Portarlington, 
and  a fifth  (J.  D.  Clarke,  Esq.)  is  his  land  agent. 

Burgesses  have  now  no  Functions  to  perform,  except  those  which  they  exercise  in  the  Functions  of. 
election  of  officers  and  admission  of  freemen,  at  the  nomination  of  the  patron. 

They  have  at  present  no  Privileges.  They  formerly  enjoyed  a right  of  grazing  their  cattle  Privileges  of. 
on  the  commons  belonging  to  the  corporation. 

u '■  The  charter  confers  upon  the  sovereign,  bailiffs,  and  burgesses  the  power  of  admitting 
“ ^oh  and  so  many  persons,  as  they,  shall  please,  to  be  Freemen  of  the  town  and  borough ; 
such  person  or  persons  so  to  be  admitted  taking  the  usual  oath  of  a freeman,  and  paying  5s. 

“f  his  and  their  admission  unto  the  sovereign  and  burgesses,  to  and  for  the  use  and  benefit  of 
the  borough.” 

This  power  has  been  exercised  in  admissions  without  any.  qualification,  and  to  the  total 
delusion  of  inhabitants.  Admissions  are  for  life.  Of  latter  years  they-  have  been  very  rare.  Admissions,  very 
gd  it  seems  to  have  been  the  uniform  policy  of  the  Dawson  (Lord  Portarlington  s)  family,  lew. 
worn  the  commencement  of  their  connexion  with  the  borough,  to  restrict,  as  much  as  possible, 
me  number  of  freemen. 

There  is,  at  present,  only  one  freeman,  exclusive  of  the  bailiffs  and  burgesses.  This  Number  of,  at 
Meman  was  a burgess,  but  on  the  29th  of  February  1816  resigned,  as  such,  continuing  as  Present. 
a freeman  of  the  corporation,  and  he  has  since  registered  as  such  under  the  Reform  Act. 

The  greatest  Number  of  freemen,  at  any  one  period  within  the  last  20  years,  was  four;  of  <>r«te, 

Worn,  two  filled  the  office  of  bailiffs ; in  fact,  it  was  acknowledged  by  the  corporation,  that  for 
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COUNTIES.  the  last  35  years  no  person  has  been  admitted,  free,  except  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to 

“ fill  an  office  which  should  be  supplied  from  the  freemen.  This  class,  therefore,  although  it 

"**££**•  has  continued  to  exist  in  one  or  two  individuals,  has  long  been  virtually  extinct. 

Applications  for  In  1830,  several  residents  attempted  to  procure  their  freedom  as  matter  of  right;  some  on 

Admission  in  1830  t^e  ground  of  servitude  within  the  town,  others  as  being  the  sons  of  freemen.  None  were 
and  1832.  however,  admitted.  A subsequent  attempt  was  made  in  1832,  and  was  equally  unsuccessful’ 

The  corporation  do  not  recognise  any  inchoate,  right  to  freedom.  No  attempt  to  obtain  the 
freedom  of  this  borough  has  been  made  under  the  “ New  Rules.” 

Charter  Fee  not  The  sum  of  5s.  payable  on  admission,  “ for  the  use  of  the  borough,”  has  not,  within  the 
paid.  recollection  of  any  living  person,  been  paid  or  demanded.  The  admissions  were  not  on 

Stamps,  how  paid,  stamps.  This  fact  was  recently  discovered,  and  the  corporation  being  apprized  of  the 
necessity  of  their  being  so,  they  procured  them  to  be  stamped  in  the  corporation  book,  and 
Lord  Portarlington’s  agent,  paid  for  the  stamping  of  all  admissions  since  1777,  and  stated  that 
he  intended  to  charge  his  Lordship  with  the  amount. 

OneRomanCatliolic  Since  the  relaxation  of  the  penal  laws  with  respect  to  corporations,  by  the  33  Geo.  III. . 
Freeman.  c>  21,  there  has  been  only  one  Roman  Catholic  admitted  to  this  body.  He  was  a freeman, 

and  his  admission  beai-s  date  the  30th  of  September  1793.  He  is  dead,  and  there  is  no 
Roman  Catholic  or  Protestant  Dissenter  now  belonging  to  it. 

Privileges.  The  only  Privilege  at  present  to  be  enjoyed  by  a freeman,  is  that  of  voting  at  elections  of 

a Member  of  Parliament ; and  this  is,  by  the  Reform  Act,  confined  to  registered  freemen, 
resident  within  seven  statute  miles  of  the  town,  and  as  to  honorary  freemen,  to  those  admitted 
before  the  30th  March  1831.  Previously  to  the  Reform  Act  non-residents  also  voted. 

Prior  to  1802,  freemen  enjoyed  the  use  of  the  commons  belonging  to  the  borough.  By  the 
corporate  officers  it  was  stated,  that  they  did  so  merely  by  the  sufferance  of  the  burgesses; 
while  the  inhabitants  insisted  that  it  was  a matter  of  right,  over  which  no  other  portion  of  the 
corporation  possessed  any  control. 

Duties.  Freemen  perform  no  Duties. 

Recorder  liow  The  Recorder  is  appointed,  during  pleasure,  by  Lord  Portarlington,  who  claims  the  right 

appointed.  of  appointment  as  assignee  of  the  charter  rights  and  privileges  of  Lord  Arlington. 

Duties  of.  The  present  recorder  was  appointed  by  Lord  Portarlington  in  the  year  1795.  He  is  a- 

barrister,  and  non-resident,  and  performs  no  Duty  beyond  that  of  advising  the  corporation, 
when  called  upon.  He  is  by  charter  a justice  of  the  peace,  within  the  district,  but  he  does 
not  act  as  such. 

Salary.  He  receives  a Salary  of  £10  late  Irish  currency  a-year,  out  of  the  rent  of  DraghilL 

Serjeant  at  Macc.  The  Serjeant  at  Mace  is  nominated  by  the  sovereign.  The  right  of  appointing  him  and 

all  other  inferior  officers  is,  by  charter,  conferred  on  the  sovereign,  bailiffs,  and  burgesses. 
Duty  of.  The  only  Duty  he  performs  is  that  of  bearing  the  mace  at  the  two  annual  meetings  of  the 

corporation,  held  on  the  first  Mondays  after  the  24th  of  June  and  after  the  29th  of  September; 
and  he  has  no  emolument  beyond  a gratuity  of  a few  shillings  which  he  receives  from  the 
sovereign  on  each  of  these  occasions. 


Fees. 


Ruling  Body. 

Charter  excludes 
Freemen  from 
Power. 

Privileges  to  Lord 
of  Manor. 


Manorial  Lands. 
Lord  Arlington 
sold  to  Sir  Patrick 
Trant. 

Sir  Patrick  forfeited. 


Patent,  26th  June 
1696,  to  Earl 
Galway. 


Declared  void  by 
11,  12  Will.' III. 


1 Anne, 

June  10  1703, 

Sale  by  Trustees  to 
Sword  Company. 
1709,  by  them  to 
Ephraim  Dawson. 


S.  There  are  no  Fees  paid  on  admission  to  freedom,  or  election  to  any  office  in  tliis 
corporation. 

9.  There  is  no  common  council,  or  other  select  body;  the  charter  vests  the  power  cf 
making  bye-laws  on  the  sovereign,  bailiffs,  and  burgesses. 

The  Charter,  although  granted  expressly  to  encourage  inhabitation,  does  not  confer  upon 
freemen  or  inhabitants  any  participation  in  the  government  of  the  town,  which  it  commits 
exclusively  to  the  sovereign,  bailiffs,  and  burgesses.  It  also  confers  upon  the  Lord  of  the 
Manor,  Powers  and  Privileges  connected  with  the  corporation,  which  appear  to  be  incom- 
patible with  the  existence  of  that  body  as  a free  institution.  The  circumstance  of  this 
connexion  between  the  manor  and  the  corporation  seems  to  render  it  necessary  to  trace  the 
Manorial  Lands  through  their  different  possessors,  from  Lord  Arlington  to  the  present  patron. 

10.  Lord  Arlington,  on  obtaining  the  charter,  erected  the  town,  and  afterwards  sold  it,  and 
all  his  other  charter  lands,  (except  what  he  had  previously  granted  to  the  corporation,  as  in 
presently  appear,)  together  with  his  manorial  rights,  to  Sir  Patrick  Tranh  of  the  county  o 
Kildare.  . It  appears  by  ari  inquisition  taken  at  Maryborough,  in  the  Queen’s  County,  on  e 
15th  of  March,  in  the  seventh  year  of  William  III.,  that  Sir  Patrick  was  attainted  of  treason  on 
the  3d  of  April,  in  the  third  year  of  William  III.;  and  thus  the  lands  conveyed  to  luni  J 
Lord  Arlington  were  a second  time  forfeited  to  the  Crown.  By  Letters  Patent  bearing  da  e 
26th  of  June  1696,  these  lands  were  granted  by  King  William  to  the  Baron  de  Kourign  . 
whom  he  created  Earl  of  Galway;  and  Lord  Galway  established  in  Portarlington  a coony  ^ 
Huguenots,  to  whom  he  executed  leases  for  lives,  renewable  for  ever,  of  houses  and  p o ^ 
the  town.  The  grant  to  Lord  Galway  was  subsequently  declared  void  by  an  Act  o ^ 
English  Parliament,  passed  in  the  eleventh  arid  twelfth  year  of  William  III.,  (16Jy»l  a . en 
lands  comprised  in  the  grant  to  Lord  Arlington  (except  the  portion  of  them  which  lie  a 

to  the  corporation)  were  vested  in  trustees,  to  be  sold  for  the  use  of  the  Crown.  L°r  secut^j 
however,  had  interest  sufficient  to  procure  a Confirmation  of  the  Leases  which  he  bac  e-  ^ 
to  his  followers,  (64  to  French  and  Dutch,  and  five  to  English  settlers,)  by  a prl'a  wefe 

Parliament,  of  the ■ first  year  of  Queen  Anne;  and  the  lands  subject  to  these  ie  „ 
sold,  and,  on  the  10th  of  June  1703,  conveyed  to  the  “ Hollow  Sword  Blade  ° 

The  company  did  not  long  retain  their  purchase,  and  in  the  year  1709  assigned  jj.^ 
interest  therein  to  Ephraim  Dawson.  From  him  the  lands  descended  to  his  so 
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tfpnrv  Dawson,  afterwards  Viscount  Carlow,  the  father  of  the  present  Earl  of  Portarlington, 
on  whom  they  devolved  on  the  death  of  Lord  Carlow.  Residing  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  pqrtvrling 
town  and  becoming  proprietors  of  the  manorial  lands,  the  Dawson  family  experienced  little  TON. 

difficulty  in  acquiring  a predominating  influence  in  the  corporation.  This  influence  they  Influence  of  the 
successfully  exercised  in  restricting  admissions  to  freedom,  and  in  supplying  vacancies  in  the  Dawson  Family, 
number  of  burgesses,  with  their  own  adherents,  until  the  control  of  the  family  was  completely 
established ; and  by  the  same  means  it  has  been  maintained  to  the  present  time. 

11  The  patron  also  exercises  several  of  the  Manorial  Rights,  granted  by  charter  to  Lord  Manorial  Rights 
Arlington,  his  heirs  and  assigns.  His  title  to  do  so  is  questioned  by  many  of  the  inhabitants.  cLuestloned* 

They  contend  that  the  manorial  rights  are  not  appurtenant  to  the  manor  lands,  but  were 
personal  privileges  conferred  upon  Lord  Arlington,  his  heirs  and  assigns ; that  from  his 
lordship  they  passed  by  assignment  to  Sir  Patrick  Trant,  and  upon  his  attainder,  and 
consequent  forfeiture,  vested  in  the  Crown,  and  have  not  been  regranted  by  it.  They  state 
that  no  mention  is  made  of  these  rights  in  the  inquisition  and  finding  at  Maryborough ; that 
nothing  more  could  be  sold  by  the  trustees  than  was  comprised  in  that  finding ; and  that,  conse- 
auently  the  lands,  without  the  manorial  rights,  passed  by  the  conveyance  from  the  trustees  to 
the  Sword  Blade  Company,  and  from  the  company  to  Ephraim  Dawson. 

The  latter  certainly  purports  to  convey  the  manorial  rights.  It  is  registered,  and  from  the  Conveyance  of  1709. 
memorial  it  appears,  that  by  deeds  of  lease  and  release  bearing  date,  respectively,  the  21st 
and  2'2d  days  of  June  1709,  and  made  between  the  Governor  and  Company  for  making  Hollow- 
Sword  Blades  in  England,  of  the  onp  part,  and  Ephraim  Dawson,  Esq.,  of  the  other  part ; the 
governor  and  company  conveyed  to  Ephraim  Daw'son,  for  ever,  “ all  that  their  manor  and 
fordship  of  Portarlington,  with  all  courts,  royalties,  dues,  duties,  services,  jurisdictions,  rights, 
members,  and  appurtenances  thereunto  belonging,  together  with  all  .rights,  dues,  customs, 
tolls,  payments,  and  other  advantages  of  the  several  fairs  and  markets  of  the  said  town  of 
Portarlington,  and  also  all  their  right  and  title  to  the  grazing  20  collops  on  the  commons  of 
Portarlington.” 

It  is  observable,  too,  that  the  exercise  of  the  manorial  rights  by  the  Dawson  family,  from 
the  date  of  their  purchase  to  this  time,  has  never  been  legally  resisted,  nor  the  question  put 
in  a train  of  legal  investigation. 

Although  the  charter  empowered  the  sovereign,  bailiffs,  and  burgesses  to  make  Bye-laws  Bye-laws. 

to  bind  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  borough,”  the  officers  of  the  corporation  were  not  aware  of 
this  privilege  having  been  ever  exercised,  and  they  w'ere  unable  to  refer  to  any  bye-lawr  in 
their  books. 

12.  There  has  never  been  any  Court,  criminal  or  civil,  belonging  to  or  under  the  control  Jurisdiction. 

of  the  corporation.  The  borough  is  situate  within  the  manor  of  Portarlington,  and,  as  already  No  Borough  Court, 
mentioned, ff  the  sovereign,  bailiffs,  burgesses,  and  freemen,  and,  all  inhabitants,  and  their 
successors  for  ever,”  were  “ to  do  suit  and  service  in  that  Manor,  and  to  plead  and  be  Manor  Courts, 
impleaded  in  its  Courts. 

The  Seneschal  of  the  Manor  Courts  is  appointed  by  the  Earl  of  Portarlington,  during  Seneschal,  how 
pleasure.  The  deputation  to  the  present  seneschal  hears  date  the  22d  of  March  ISIS.  He  appomte 
is  a practising  attorney  and  solicitor,  and  is  also  seneschal  of  the  manor  of  Charlesfown.  The 
jurisdiction  of  the  Court  Baron  is  limited  by  charter  to  40s. ; that  of  the  “ law  court,  or  Court 
of  Record,”  to  £200  late  Irish  currency.  The  seneschal  stated  that  he  had  never  held  the  Court 
of  Record,  but  he  has  entertained  claims  by  civil  bill,  and  made  decrees  for  £14  and  upwards, 
apparently  acting  under  the  general  Manor  Court  Acts,  by  which  the  process  and  Fees  of  his  pecSi  regu-  >. 
court  are  regulated.  The  seneschal  has  no  salary,  nor  any  emoluments  beyond  the  statutable  lated. 
fees. 

The  jurisdiction  not  being  now  exclusive,  - this  Court  has  fallen  into  disuse.  In  the  Courts  disused, 
year  1831,  it  sat  twice ; namely,  on  the  7th  of  January  and  6th  of  October.  On  the  latter 
occasion  seven  cases  were  tried,  and  no  court  had  been  subsequently  held  up  to  the  -4th  of 
September  1833,  the  day  on  which  our  investigation  terminated  at  Portarlington.  The  public 
did  not  complain  of  this  circumstance,  and  are  not  anxious  for  the  continuance  of  this  court. 

They  prefer  resorting  to  the  civil  bill  jurisdiction  of  the  quarter  sessions. 

There  are,  however,  no  Quarter  Sessions  held  in  Portarlington ; the  assistant  barrister  sits  Quarter  Sessions, 
twice  a year  in  Maryborough,  (distant  nine  miles,)  and  twice  a year  at  Stradbally,  (distant 
nine  miles,)  for  the  division  in  which  that  portion  of  the  borough  which  belongs  to  the  Queen  s 
County  is  situate.  The  inhabitants  of  the  part  of  the  borough  which  lies  m the  King  s County 
are  within  the  Rhilipstown  division  for  quarter  sessions,  where  they  are  held  four  times  a year, 
and  it  is  distanT  from  Portarlington  about  11  miles.  It  would  result  greatly  to  the  benefit  of 
the  town  to  have  quarter  sessions  held  in  it  for  the  entire  borough,  without  distinction  as  to 
the  counties  in  which  the  portions  of  it  lie. 

The  circumstance  of  the  borough  extending  into  different  county,  and  being  subject  to  JurisdMen  incon- 
Werent  Jurisdictions,  produces  meonvenienee  and  confusion  in  the  administration  of  the  law.  vement. 

13.  There  is  no  Police  under  the  control  of  the  corporation.  From  8 to  10  of  the  county  Police, 
constabulary  are  stationed  here,  and  they  patrol  and  maintain  the  peace  of  the  district.  1ms 
number  has,  in  general,  been  found  sufficient;  but  occasions  have  arisen  where  a greater  force 

has  been  required. 

The  Streets  are  repaired  by  county  presentment  as  portions  of  the  county  roads  Where  Streets. 

% are  paved  or  flogged,  it  is  done  by  private  subscription  amongst  the  inhabitant^  They 
aia?.<CllfHted’  and  “Attempt  has  been  made  to  introduce  the  prolusions  of  the  9^  Geo.  1\  . 
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•POET  ARLING- 
TON. 

Prison. 


Public  Charities. 
Poor  Association. 
Dispensary. 

Earl  Galway’s 
Churches  and 
Schools. 

Annuity  of  £112. 
Trusts  of. 


1 Anne,  24th  Sept. 
Conveyance  to 
Bishop  of  Kildare. 


£112,  how  secured. 


How  to  be  applied. 


Schoolmaster 
appointedby  Bishop. 


Other  Schools. 


Fines. 


Property. 

Lands. 


Grant  from  Lord 
Arlington. 


9th  August, 

13  Will.  III. 
Petition  to  Trustees 
of  Forfeited  Estates. 


1701,  March  3d, 
Decree. 


250 

c.  82,  for  the  purpose.  The  town  is  abundantly  supplied  with  water.  There  are  three  publ' 
pumps,  which  are  kept  in  repair  by  private  subscription.  p Uc 

14.  There  is  at  present  no  Prison  within  the  limits  of  the  borough,  except  a small  an  1 
unwholesome  place  called  the f c Black  Hole,”  used  as  a place  of  temporary  confinement.  Ther 
was  formerly  a bridewell,  but  it  was  condemned  by  the  inspectors  of  prisons ; and  prisoners  from 
the  district  are  sent  either  to  the  gaol  of  Maryborough,  (9  miles,)  or  of  Tullamore,  (14  n,j]es 
distant,)  according  as  the  offence  is  .committed  within  the  Queen’s  or  King’s  County.  Great 
inconvenience  is  experienced  from  the  want  of  a local  prison.  The  “ Black  Hoie”  is  not 
suited  for  a place  even  of  a temporary  confinement. 

15.  There  is  no  Public  Charity  under  the  superintendence  of  the  corporation. 

There  are  in  the  town  an  Association  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  supported  by  voluntary  con- 
tributions, but  with  means  very  limited,  and  a Dispensary  maintained  by  private  subscrip- 
tions and  grand  jury  presentment. 

The  Earl  of  Galway,  prior  to  1703,  erected  two  churches  and  established  two  schools,  one 
church  and  school  for  the  use  of  English  Protestant  inhabitants,  and  the  other  church  and 
school  for  French  Protestant  settlers ; and  both  schools  “ for  the  education  of  the  children  of 
such  native  Irish  as  would  suffer  them  to  be  instructed  and  brought  up  in  the  Protestant 
religion  j”  and  he  granted  an  annuity  of  £112  of  the  then  Irish  currency,  charged  on  the 
manor  lands  of  Charlestown,  for  the  salaries  of  the  officiating  clergymen  and  schoolmaster; 
£40  per  annum  for  each  of  the  clergymen,  £20  for  the  master  of  the  English,  and 
£12  for  the  master  of  the  French  school.  These  churches  and  schools,  with  the  plots 
attached  to  them,  were  not  sold  to  the  Sword  Blade  Company ; and  by  the  private  Act 
of  Parliament  of  1 Anne,  the  trustees  of  forfeited  estates  were  empowered  to  convey 
them,  together  with  the  annuity  or  rent  charge  of  £112  per  annum,  to  the  Bishop  of 
Kildare  and  his  successors,  which  the  trustees  accordingly  did  by  indenture,  bearing  date  the 
24th  of  September  in  the  1st  of  Queen  Anne.  They  secured  the  £112  per  annum  by 
conveying  to  the  bishop  and  his  successors  a rent  of  £100  a-year,  reserved  on  a lease  of 
certain  lands  in  the  manor  of  Charlestown,  bearing  date  the  6th  of  September,  1698,  and  of 
£20  a-year  on  a lease  of  other  lands,  dated  the  17th  of  the  same  month,  both  subject  to  a 
quit-rent  to  the  Crown  of  £8  per  annum  ; the  profit  rent  of  £112  to  be  applied  for  ever 
amongst  the  clergymen  and  schoolmasters  in  the  proportions  already  mentioned.  The 
churches  were  repaired  by  private  subscription  in  1810,  and  the  clergymen  are  still  in 
receipt  of  the  £40  a-year  Irish  currency  each,  together  with  an  equal  annual  sum  which  they 
each  receive  out  of  ecclesiastical  lands  in  the  diocese  of  Kildare.  The  French  school  has 
eeased  to  exist;  and  the  £12  late  Irish  currency,  payable  to  its  master,  is,  together  with  the 
£20,  like  currency,  for  the  English  master,  and  the  rents  of  some  holdings  built  on  plots 
belonging  to  the  schools,  received  by  the  master  of  the  English  school;  and  the  entire  has 
latterly  been  applied  by  the  present  master  towards  reimbursing  himself  for  money  which 
he  advanced  in  the  purchase  of  a new  school  house,  the  old  one  having  fallen  into  decay. 
The  Schoolmaster  is  appointed  by  the  Bishop  of  Kildare ; the  present  master  is  non-resident, 
and  acts  by  deputy.  It  did  not  appear  that  gratuitous  education  was  at  any  time  afforded 
at  the  schools;  and  the  existing  school  differs  in  no  respect,  from  any  private  seminary, 
except  that  the  master  is  appointed  by  the  bishop,  and  receives  a salary  in  addition  to  the 
ordinary'  profits  of  his  establishment. 

There  are  two  Schools  for  gratuitous  instruction,  one  for  boys  and  the  other  for  girls,  sup- 
ported by  voluntary  contributions,  aided  by  £10  a-year  to  each  from  the  Education  Sodety, 
and  one  or  two  other  charity  schools  supported  also  by  contributions  aided  by  small  grants 
from  benevolent  associations. 

16.  No  Fines  have  been  imposed  by  the  corporation  on  its  own  members;  the  sovereign  in 
his  magisterial  capacity  has  inflicted  some,  and  the  amount  has  been  applied  to  charitable 
purposes,  according  to  the  directions  of  the  Acts  of  Parliament,  under  which  the  fines  were 
imposed. 

17.  There  are  no  Lands  now  in  the  Possession  of  the  Corporation. 

Lord  Arlington,  very  soon  after  the  date  of  the  charter,  granted  to  the  sovereign,  baihffi, 
burgesses,  and  freemen,  and  their  successors  for  ever,  as  a common,  to  and  for  the  use  ojthe 
borough,  the  lands  then  " used  in  the  nature  of  commons  mearing  westward  with  the  rner 
Barrow;  southward  with  the  land  of  Mauricetown,  and  part  of  Portarlington  belcb, 
eastward  with  the  close  called  Cooper’s  Close ; and  north  and  north-west  with  the  sever 
closes  and  fields  enclosed  or  set  out  for  the  use  of  the  tenants  and  intended^!-  the  Wj 
of  the  borough,  (the  close  within  the  said  commons  called  Derrymore  alwa«|xceptea.) 
also  that  piece  of  ground  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  Barrow,  which  lies  between  tne  en 
sure  called  Biker’s  Park,  and  the  piece  of  ground  next  Killmabegg,  and  the  great  Ke  » 

thereunto  adjoining,  belonging  to  the  lands  of  Portarlington,  (the  island  in  the  sai  = 

called  Globe  Island  always  excepted,)”  together  with  a “ rent  of  £8  12s.  for  th®  ^ 
sovereign  and  his  successors,”  out  of  JDrughill,  £5  per  annum  out  of  Cooltody,  and  s. 
20s.  and  12s.  out  of  other  lands.  . , 

On  the  9th  of  August,  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  William  III.,  (1700,)_  the  0f 

burgesses,  probably  to  obviate  any  doubt  which  might  exist  as  to  their  title  to  e ^ jq 
which  they  were  possessed  under  the  above  grant,  in  consequence  of  the  Act  ot  { 

William  III.,  presented  their  petition  to  the  Trustees  of  Forfeited  Estates,  describing  ^ ^ 
as  above,  stating  that  it  was  made  by  a deed  which  was  then  mislaid,  but  tba  . q# 
entry  to  the  above  effect  in  their  books,  dated  the  12th  January  1676,  and  praying  on 
judgment  of  the  trustees  upon  their  claim ; and  it  being  heard  before  the  trus  e s, 
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tiie  3d  of  March  1701,  decreed  in  favour  of  the  corporation,  and  allowed  their  claim.  It  is 
remarkable  that  the  lands  of  Biker’s  Park,  otherwise  Drug  Hill,  do  not  appear  to  he  com- 
prised in  the  petition,  although  they  also  were  said  to  have  been  granted  by  Lord  Arlington 
to  the  corporation  for  the  use  of  the  borough.  It  is  further  observable,  that  by  the  deeds  of 
1709,  “ the  town  and  lands  of  Droughill  alias  Rughill  alias  Biker’s  Park,  Bog  Mill,  and 
Mill  Close,  containing  together,  by  estimation,  12  acres,  and  all  those  parcels  of  land  com- 
monly called  Ware’s  Close  and  Critchley’s  Close,  containing  by  estimation  24  acres,”  were 
conveyed  by  the  Sword  Blade  Company  to  Ephraim  Dawson.  It  was,  however,  stated  that  up 
to  the  year  1784  the  corporation  continued  in  the  undisturbed  enjoyment  of  their  lands, 
including  Biker’s  Park  or  Drughill;  and  on  the  4th  of  October,  in  that  year,  the  sovereign 
and  burgesses  entered  into  a Resolution  respecting  Biker’s  Park  and  other  lands,  which 
appears  in  their  transaction  book  in  the  following  terms  : 

"Borough  of Portarlington,  Monday,  4th  October  1784. 

“ In  pursuance  of  a notice  posted  upon  the  tholsel  of  said  borough  by  Robert  Sherwood, 
macebearer,  on  the  27th  of  September  last  past,  signed  by  James  Stannus,  Esq.,  sovereign, 
of  which  the  said  Robert  Sherwood  made  oath,  that  the  lands  of  Biker’s  Park  otherwise 
Drughill,  the  Old  Bog  Mill  Meadow,  Crutchley’s  Close,  and  Ware’s  Close,  would  be  set  on  the 
4th  "day  of  October  then  next, — the  above-named  sovereign,  bailiffs,  and  burgesses  have 
agreed  to  grant  a term  of  700  years  to  James  Lewis  Higgins,  Esq.,  of  said  lands,  with  the 
appurtenances,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  5s.  sterling,  for  the  term  of  four  years  from  the  1st  day 
of  May  last,  and  the  yearly  rent  of  £60  sterling,  payable  half-yearly,  for  the  residue  of  said 
term,”  which  resolution  appears  to  be  signed  as  follows  : 

“ James  Stannus,  sovereign. 

" Jonathan  Clarke,  recorder  and  burgess. 

" J ames  Osborne. 

“ John  Geoghegan. 

“ Carlow. 

" William  Dawson. 

“ Frederick  Trench. 

" James  Bambrick. 

“ John  Damer. 

" Thomas  Stannus.” 

Pursuant  to  this  resolution  a lease  was  executed,  bearing  date  the  4tli  of  October  1784, 
expressed  to  be  made  between  James  Stannus,  sovereign,  “and  the  subscribing  bailiffs  and 
burgesses”  of  the  first  part,  James  Lewis  Higgins  of  the  second  part,  and  the  Right  Honourable 
John  Lord  Viscount  Carlow  of  the  third  part,  of  Biker’s  Park  otherwise  Drughill,  therein 
described  as  containing  166a.  2r.  8p.  ; the  Old  Bog  Mill  land  containing  3a.  2r.  23p.  ; 
Crutchley’s  Close  as  containing  12  a.  1 r.  21  p.;  and  Weare’s  Close  as  containing  21a. 
3b.  Op.;  in  all  204a.  1r.  and  12p. ; for  the  term,  and  at  the  rents  in  the  resolution 
mentioned.  This  Lease  was  registered  a few  days  after  its  date,  and  it  appears  to  have 
been  executed  to  Higgins  merely  as  a trust  ee  for  Lord  Carlow,  the  then  patron  of  the  borough  : 
and  the  Dawson  family  have  ever  since  paid  the  rent  reserved  by  the  lease.  The  lease  is 
expressed  to  be  made  " with  the  consent  of  the.  said  Lord  Viscount  Carlow.” 

A few  years  afterwards.  Lord  Carlow  enclosed  14  acres  of  the  great  Commons,  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  sovereign.and  burgesses,  in  lieu,  it  was  stated,  of  his  right  of  commonage  as  a burgess. 

In  1802,  the  sovereign,  bailiffs,  and  burgesses  were  induced  to  part  with  their  remaining 
property,  (except  hog,)  which  up  to  that  period  was  in  a state  of  commonage,  and  the  follow- 
ing Resolution  was  entered  on  the  books : 

" Borough  of  Portarlington,  11th  day  of  February  1802. 

“ Resolved,  that  the  lands  and  premises  hereafter  mentioned,  that  is  to  say,  all  that  and 
those  that  part  of  the  corporation  lands  of  the  town  of  Portarlington  called  the  c Great 
Commons,’  containing  by  estimation  79  a.  3r.  17p.,  bounded,  and  as  in  a chart  or  map 
No  1,  situate,  lying,  and  being  in  the  Queen’s  County,  and  also  all  that  and  those  that  part 
of  the  said  corporation  lands  of  the  said  town  of  Portarlington,  called  the  ‘ Small  Commons,’ 
containing  by  estimation  15a.  Or.  5p.,  meared  and  bounded  as  in  a chart  or  map,  situate, 
tying,  and  being  in  the  King’s  County,  or  by  whatever  other  name  or  description  the  said 
lands  and  premises  or  any  part  formerly  were,  now  are  or  hereafter  shall  be  known  or  dis- 
tinguished, and  all  commonage  and  right  of  commonage,  and  all  rights  of.  turbary  in  and 
upon  the  said  lands  and  premises,  or  any  part  thereof,  together  with  all  the  rights,  members, 
and  appurtenances  thereunto  belonging,  or  in  anywise  appertaining,  shall  be  granted  and 
conveyed  to  Right  Honourable  John  Earl  of  Portarlington,  his  heirs  and  assigns  for  ever,  in 
consideration  of  £200  sterling,  paid  to  the  said  corporation,  and  also  for  other  considerations 
and  that  a deed  of  conveyance,  grant,  or  release,  shall  be  executed  to  the  said  John  Earl  of 
“ortarlington  and  this  resolution  is  signed  by, 

“ James  Stannus,  sovereign. 

“ Jon.  David  Clarke,  recorder  and  burgess. 

“ M.  Archdall. 

“ M.  Archdall,  junior. 

“ Frederick  Trench. 

" Thomas  Kemmis. 

" J.  Lewis  Higgins. 

"Jon.  Chetwood. 

„ " Thomas  Stannus.”  _ 

M.  C.  I.  3 S 


QUEEN’S  AND 
KING’S 
COUNTIES. 

PORTARLING- 

TON. 

Biker  s Park. 


1784,  October  4th, 
Resolution  of. 


1784,  October  4th, 
Conveyance. 


Lease  registered. 
Was  in  Trust  for 
Lord  Carlow. 

1 4 acres  of  Commons 
enclosed. 


IS 02,  Feb.  11th, 
Resolution  of. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


QUEEN’S  AND 
KING’S 
COUNTIES. 

PORT  ARLING- 
TON. 

1802,  Feb.  25th, 

Conveyance. 

Registered. 

Lord  Portarling- 
ton's  Interest  under 
the  Conveyances. 

Consideration  for 
Conveyance  of  1802, 
how  expended. 


Resolution  of  1 802 
opposed. 

Bill  filed  to  im- 
peach the  Convey- 
ance. 

Lease  to  Plaintiff’s 
Attorney. 

Suit  abated. 

Leases. 


Freemen  not 
Parties  to  the 
Grants. 


Freemen's  Rights 
to  Commonage. 


1792,  Resolution  of. 


Fair  Green. 

Bog. 

Right  of  Turbary. 
Disputes  relative  to. 


252  REPORTS  FROM  COMMISSIONERS  ON 

A Conveyance  was  accordingly  executed.  It  "bears  date  the  25th  of  February  1802 
purports  to  be  between  the  sovereign,  bailiffs,  and  burgesses  of  the  one  part,  and*  John  Ft 
of  Portarlington  of  the  other  part,  and  it  was  registered  on  the  22d  of  March  follow'  ■ 
date.  Neither  of  the  conveyances  was  produced,  and  it  did  not  appear  whether  or  notfo1*8 
were  under  the  corporation  seal.  The  description  of  the  parties,  grantees,  in  the  deed  of  v-o7 
as  " the  sovereign  and  the  subscribing  bailiffs  and  burgesses,”  seems  rather  to  import  that  th 
essential  form  was  not  complied  with.  The  interest  of  Lord  Portarlington,  under  the  lea  t 
1784,  is  estimated  at  £500  a-year,  after  deducting  the  rent;  and  it  was  stated  that  the  Id 
comprised  in  the  conveyance  of  1802,  being  adjacent  to  the  town,  are  worth  nearly  £30() 
annum. 

The  sum  of  £200,  the  Consideration  for  the  Conveyance  of  1802,  was  paid  to  one  of  th 
Inembers  of  the  corporation,  and  was  expended  in  repairing  the  English  church,  together 
with  a further  sum  of  £200  afterwards  given  by  Lord  Portarlington  for  the  purpose-  but 
the  latter  £200  formed  no  part  of  the  purchase  money  for  the  lands.  It  would  seem  that  in 
both  deeds  the  consideration  was  inadequate  and  disproportionate  to  the  value  of  the  pro- 
perty conveyed ; and  that  on  both  occasions  the  interest  of  the  borough  was  sacrificed  to  that 
of  the  patron. 

It  is  impossible  at  this  remote  period  to  ascertain  the  circumstances  connected  with  the 
resolution  of  1784;  but  with  respect  to  the  more  recent  one  of  1802,  although  it  is  repre- 
sented by  the  corporation  that  the  enclosure  of  the  commons  consequent  upon  it  was  beneficial 
to  the  town,  and  that  the  existence  of  so  much  land  in  a state  of  commonage  was  a public 
nuisance,  it  is  plain  that  such  opinion  was  not  by  any  means  universally  entertained,  and 
that  the  Resolution  was  not  carried  into  effect  without  considerable  opposition,  principally 
from  freemen.  It  was  first  resisted  in  the  assembly  in  which  it  was  ultimately  passed,  by 
Colonel  D’Acourt, supported  by  two  or  three  other  members  of  the  corporation;  and  a Bill 
was  afterwards  filed  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  in  the  name  of  a freeman,  to  set  aside  the 
Conveyance.  The  Solicitor  who  filed  it  stated,  that  he  was  induced  to  stay  further  pro- 
ceedings in  the  suit  by  a grant  to  himself  of  a Lease  of  10  acres  of  the  land  in  controversy,  for 
three  lives  and  61  years, -at  a rent  of  Id.  a-year  as  long  as  the  lives  existed,  aud  a fair' rent 
afterwards  during  the  term  of  years.  The  Suit  shortly  afterwards  abated  by  the  death  of 
the  plaintiff,  and  no  further  proceedings  have  as  yet  been  taken  to  impeach  the  conveyance. 
Several  Leases  were  produced  of  portions  of  the  commons  granted  by  Lord  Portarlington 
for  lives  and  years  at  nominal  rents,  during  the  existence  of  the  lives ; and  it  was  stated  that 
they  were  given  to  purchase  the  acquiescence  of  the  lessees  to  the  conveyance  of  1S02.  These 
lessees  were  generally  burgesses  or  freemen,  or  persons  connected  with  them;  aud  the 
remainder  of  the  commons  was  let  by  auction  in  small  lots  in  the  year  1804,  and  rents  varying 
from  £7  to  £2  10s.  per  acre  obtained  for  them.  The  £7  rents  have  been  reduced,  and  the 
highest  now  paid  for  any  part  of  the  commons  is  £5  per  acre.  Lord  Portarlington  had,  in 
1802,  only  recently  attained  his  majority,  and  was  staled  to  have  been  absent  from  the 
country  when  the  resolution  of  that  year  was  passed  and  the  conveyance  executed. 

It  was  objected  by  the  inhabitants  that  no  Freemen  appear  to  have  subscribed  to  either  of 
the  Resolutions  of  1784  or  1802,  and  that  no  legal  conveyances  could  be  made  without  their 
concurrence ; the  recorder  (while,  as  the  land  agent  of  Lord  Portarlington,  he  protested  against 
the  Commissioners  investigating  beyond  the  nature  and  management  of  the  income  of  the 
corporation,  and  against  their  inquiry  into  the  conveyances  of  1784  and  1802,  and  the  cir- 
cumstances attending  them,  because  the  interest  of  Lord  Portarlington,  deriving  under  the 
corporation,  was  concerned,  and  refused  to  give  any  information  on  the  subject)  insisted,  that 
the  sovereign,  bailiffs,  and  burgesses,  without  the  freemen,  were  fully  competent,  aud  were  the 
proper  parties  to  grant ; and  he  relied  on  the  passage  of  the  charter  enabling  the  corporation, 
by  its  name  of  “ the  sovereign,  bailiffs,  and  burgesses,  to  make,  receive,  and  take  all  and 
all  manner  of  gifts,  grants,  and  purchases,”  as  conferring  such  power. 

It  is  difficult  to  ascertain  what  Privileges  the  Freemen  enjoyed  prior  to  1802  as  connected 
with  the  commons.  The  evidence  on  the  subject  is  contradictory,  as  already  stated.  The 
corporation  deny  that  they  had  any  right  of  commonage,  and  assert  that  when  they  used  the 
commons,  it  was  only  by  the  express  permission  of  the  burgesses.  The  inhabitants,  on  the 
other  hand,  allege  that  freemen  enjoyed  the  commons  as  a matter  of  strict  right,  and  who  y 
independent  of  the  burgesses,  and  that  they  frequently  sold  that  right  to  persons  not  members 
of  the  corporation,  and  that  it  was  worth  £2  or  £3  a-year  to  each  freeman.  There  is  an 
entry  in  the  corporation  book,  dated  1792,  of  a petition  from  the  widows  of  freemen  tor 
liberty  to  graze  one  cow  each  upon  the  commons,  and  a Resolution  permitting  them  to  do  so. 

It  was  alleged  that  Colonel  Armstrong,  in  the  year  1800,  obtained  possession  of,  and 
enclosed  about  half  an  acre  of  ground  which  had  formerly  been  used  as  a fair  green. 

18.  Upon  the  great  Red  Bog,  mentioned  in  the  petition  of  1700,  the  corporation  and  inha- 
bitants still  enjoy  a Right  of  Turbary.  This  right  has,  in  some  instances,  been  express  y 
granted  in  the  old  leases,  and  it  is  constantly  exercised  in  right  of  inhabitancy,  an  wi 
?ny  §Tant.  There  are,  however,  frequent  contests  between  Lord  Portarlingtoo  ai‘ 
inhabitants,  with  respect,  to  the  claim  of  the  latter  to  cut  turf  on  some  of  the  bogs  ’ 
neighbourhood  of  the  town ; and  his  lordship  insists  on  the  cut-away  and  reclaims  P 
of  the  red  bog,  and  has  actually  dispossessed  persons  of  parts  which  they  na  r ^ 
into  cultivation.  It  was  stated  tliat  in  1829  his  lordship  had  obtained  a 
established  his  right  to  a portion  of  reclaimed  bog  then  in  dispute,  but  the  exact  circums 
of  the  case  were  not  disclosed. 
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These  disputes  relative  to  the  bogs  have  been  productive  of  much  bad  feeling  in  the 
district,  and  are  likely  to  lead  to  mischievous  results. 

The  only  Income  received  by  the  corporation  is  the  £60  late  Irish  currency,  reserved  by 
the  lease  of  1784  out  of  the  lands  of  jDrughilL  It  is  paid  by  Lord  Portarlington’s  agent  to 
the  sovereign.  Its  application  has  been  already  mentioned,  and  the  sovereign  renders  no 
account  of  it. 

There  is  a Tholsel  or  Market  House  here.  It  was  erected  upwards  of  a century  ago,  and 
some  years  since  was  repaired  by  county  presentment. 

19.  There  are  eight  annual  Fairs,  two  of  which  are  held  under  the  charters,  two  others 
under  a patent  bearing  date  the  14th  May  1752,  (enrolled  25  Geo.  II.  p.  1.  m.  35.  d.)  granted 
to  William  Henry  Dawson,  Esq.,  to  whom  the  tolls  of  these  fairs  are  also  granted,  and  the 
other  four  under  a patent  of  more  recent  date. 

The  general  Market  is  held  on  Wednesday,  the  charter  day,  in  addition  to  which  there  is 
a meat  market  on  every  Saturday.  There  is  neither  fair  green  nor  shambles ; the  fairs  and 
com  markets  are  held  in  the  streets,  and  the  meat  is  exposed  to  sale  under  the  tholsel. 
Both  these  circumstances  are  complained  of  by  the  inhabitants. 

20.  Up  to  1832  Tolls  and  Customs  were  collected  at  the  fairs  and  markets  by  the  lessees 
of  Lord  Portarlington.  In  the  month  of  October  in  that  year  the  collection  was  resisted,  and 
it  has  since  then  been  totally  discontinued.  The  tolls  and  customs  were  let  at  rents  varying 
from  £40  to  £20  per  annum,  and  no  toll  boards  specifying  the  rates  being  exposed  pursuant 
to  the  Act  of  57  Geo.  III.  c.  108,  the  charges  were  often  arbitrarily  made.  Threepence  per 
sack  was  taken  on  potatoes.  Quantities  of  meal  and  potatoes  were  formerly  taken  as  toll 
out  of  the  sacks.  While  this  system  prevailed,  little  meal  was  brought  to  the  market,  and 
since  it  has  been  discontinued  the  quantity  has  greatly  increased.  The  rent  of  the  tolls  and 
customs  was  generally  expended  by  Lord  Portarlington’s  agent,  by  the  direction  of  his 
lordship,  in  repairing  the  churches  and  market  house. 

21.  There  is  a public  Craner  whose  weights  are  occasionally  proved  by  the  sovereign. 
He  has  not  obtained  any  new  weights  since  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  5 Geo.  IV.  c.  74 ; but 
it  was  stated  that  the  weights  previously  in  use,  have  been  rendered  conformable  to  the 
standard.  The  Weights  and  Measures  in  use  through  the  town  are  also  examined  by  the 
sovereign,  and  some  defective  ones  have  been  seized.  More  attention  might,  however,  be 
well  bestowed  upon  them,  and  it  would  be  followed  by  beneficial  results  to  the  public. 

22.  There  is  no  Patronage,  ecclesiastical  or  lay,  exercised  by  the  corporation. 

23.  I am  not  aware  of  any  local  Act  of  Parliament  relating  to  the  district  but  that  of  the 
1 Anne,  to  which  allusion  has  been  already  made. 

24.  The  population  of  the  town  of  Portarli 
to  2877. 


In  the  enumeration  of  1831  it  is  stated  to  be 
Of  whom  there  were,  males  - - - 

,,  females  - 

Their  occupations  were. 

Families  employed  in  agriculture 
Ditto,  chiefly  employed  in  trade,  manufactures, 
and  hanchcraft  - - - - - 

All  others,  not  included  in  the  two  preceding 
classes  ------- 

Occupiers  employing  agricultural  labourers  - 
„ not  employing  ditto  - 
Labourers  employed  in  agriculture 

„ employed  in  manufacture,  retail 
trade,  or  in  handicraft,  as  masters  or  work- 
men ------- 

Capitalists,  &c.  - - - - - 

Labourers  employed  in  labour,  notagricultural 
Houses, 

Inhabited  ------ 

Uninhabited  ------ 

Building  

Families  - 

The  population  and  buildings  are  on  the  increase, 
town  is  situate  in  the  Queen’s  County. 

25.  The  town  is  within  44  statute  miles  of  Dublin,  with  which  it  has  the  ad.ontage  of  a 
Met  communication  by  means  of  the  Grand  Canal.  It  possesses  however,  hut  little  com- 
merce beyond  the  ordinary  retail  trade  consequent  hpon  its  population ; and  there  ar  t no 
extensive  manufactories  in  it.  With  respect  to  the.  corporation,  the  exclusive  spirit  of  the 
charter  has  been  more  than  acted  on  by  the  persons  who  acquired  corporate  influence  the 
Wy  has  been  severed  from  the  people,  and  a feeling  of  mutual  h* 

«ed  between  them.  A corporation  so  circumstanced  could  not  accomplish  uuch  towards 
He  advancement  of  the  prosperity  of  the  district.  By  the  alienation  of  their  property,  the 
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vas  returned  in 

1821  as  then  amounting 

Parish  of  Lea, 
Queen’s  County. 

Parish  of  Cloneyhork, 
King’s  County. 

Total. 

1,997  . 

1,094 

3,091 

883 

520 

1,403 

1,114 

574 

1,688 
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69 

176 

141 

62 

203 

143 

57 
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21 

21 

42 
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65 
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180 
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255 

40 
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72 
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391 
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KING’S 

COUNTIES.  corporation  deprived  themselves  of  the  power  of  being  useful;  they  reduced  th  * • 
PORTARLING-  *n  Considerate  rent,  while  the  property,  granted  expressly  for  the  benefit  ofVC? 
TON.  ls  producing  m other  hands  an  income  of  nearly  £800  a-year.  Many  matt  D °u?fa' 

to  the  prosperity  of  the  borough  are  now  needed,  which  these  lands  if  ret  ^ jSSential 
furnish  the  means  of  supplying;  there  is  no  town  police;  no  hospital’ or  f?;  ed)  COuH 
streets  are  in  a neglected  state,  and  their  repair  is  thrown  on  the  countv  whi  f?*  ^ 
presents  sparingly  for  works  principally  to  benefit  the  borough ; and  the  town  abb™, LCOUrse 
of  the  private  houses  are  good,  presents  altogether  an  impoverished  appearance.  SOme 
Prior  to  the  legislative  Union  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  this  borough  * 
Members  to  the  Irish  Parliament;  since  1800  it  has  returned  one  to  the  Imperial  Pari'  tW° 
and  so  close  has  been  this  corporation,  that  for  50  years  previous  to  the  last  general  w nf' 
the  nominee  of  the  Dawson  family,  commonly  a total  stranger  to  the  borough  w , on> 
returned  without  a contest.  According  to  the  Parliamentary  Returns  of  May  1829 
1830,  the  number  of  electors,  resident  and  non-resident,  was  15;  that  is  aU  theme  L , 
the  corporation.  At  the  last  election  the  number  of  registered  voters  was  137  ofwhZVl 
actually  polled,  and  the  corporation  candidate  was  defeated.  ’ om 

Should  the  corporation  be  extended,  there  is  a sufficient  number  of  inhabitants  Qualifier? 
to  support  it.  There  are  about  60  twenty-pound,  and  a much  greater  number  of  ten-ivJJ 
householders  resident  in  the  town.  lwuna 

Copies  of  the  following  Documents  are  sent  with  this  Report : 

1.  Petition  of  the  Corporation  to  Trustees  of  Forfeited  Estates. 

2.  Decree  thereon. 

3.  Resolution  to  lease  Drughill. 

4.  Attested  Copy,  Memorial  of  the  Lease  (1784.) 

5.  Resolution  to  grant  the  Commons. 

6.  Attested  Copy,  Memorial  of  the  Conveyance  (1802.) 

7.  Prayer  of  the  Bill  to  impeach  the  Conveyance  of  1802. 

8.  Conveyance  by  Trustees  of  Forfeited  Estates  to  the  Bishop  of  Kildare. 

9.  Forms  in  the  Seneschal’s  Courts. 

10.  Protest  of  the  Recorder,  T.  D.  Clarke,  Esq. 

* HENRY  BALDWIN. 

Inquiry  held  the  21st,  23d,  and  24th  September  1833,  before  John  Colhounand 
Henry  Baldwin. 
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256  REPORTS  FROM  COMMISSIONERS  ON 


BOROUGH  OF  RATOATH. 


RATOATH  is  not  now  a corporate  town,  and  I have  not  discovered  a trace  of  a municmal 
corporation  in  existence  within  it  at  any  period,  unless  the  direction  of  a writ  on  the  “Clcr 
Roll”  of  1 Hen.  VI.  to  " the  provost  and  commonalty  of  the  town  of  Rattoath”  be  evidence 
of  the  then  existence  of  a body  corporate.  There  was  formerly  a provost  or  portreeve  of  the 
borough,  as  well  as  a seneschal  of  the  manor  of  Ratoath ; but,  in  a petition  of  the  portreeve 
and  freeholders  of  the  borough,  presented  to  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  6th  of  December 
1727,  it  is  stated  “ that  the  portreeve  was  annually  elected  by  the  freeholders  of  the  said 
borough.” 

I have  not  found  any  charter  of  incorporation,  and  I believe  Ratoath  to  have  been  a borough 
by  prescription  only.  0 

It  returned  two  Members  to  the  Irish  Parliament,  and  the  right  of  election  seems  to  have 
been  vested  in  the  freeholders  of  the  manor. 

When  the  borough  was  disfranchised  at  the  period  of  the  Union,  a sum  of  £15,000  was 
paid  as  compensation  to  George  Lowther,'  Esq.,  the  patron,  under  the  provisions  of  the 
40  Geo.  III.  c.  9. 

The  town  is  situate  about  12  miles  north-west  of  Dublin,  and  is  in  the  manor  of  the  same 
name.  The  manor  is  of  great  antiquity. 

I find  that  Edward  III.,  in  the  eleventh  year  of  his  reign,  granted  to  Hugo  de  Burgo  the 
wardship  of  one-third  of  the  manor  of  Ratouch,  in  the  King’s  lands,  by  reason  of  the  minority 
of  the  heiress  of  Walter  De  Burgo  Earl  of  Ulster. 

There  is  no  court  held  in  it. 

By  statute  of  28  Hen.  VI.  c.  14,  power  was  given  to  Richard  Duke  of  York,  lord  of  the 
manor  of  Ratoath,  to  hold  a Market  in  the  town  on  every  Monday,  and  two  annual  Fairs, 
namely,  on  the.  eve  of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  and  the  feast  of  the  Holy  Innocents,  and  two 
days  after  each,  with  such  customs  as  were  taken  in  the  city  of  Dublin,  and  a patent  dated  the 
31st  May,  33  Geo.  III.,  to  George  Lowther,  Esq.,  contained  a grant  of  a weekly  market  on 
Wednesday,  and  of  three  annual  fairs,  namely,  on  the  18th  April,  1st  June,  and  20th 
November.  These  three  fairs  are  still  held,  those  granted  by  Henry  VI.  are  not. 


The  following  Table  shows  the  numbers  and 
Males  - 
Females  - 


occupations  of  the  population  in  1831  r 
286 


Total 


Families  chiefly  employed  in  agriculture  - 

« , » in  trade,  manufactures,  and  handicraft 

3,  not  included  in  the  preceding  classes  - 
Employed  in  retail  trade,  or  as  masters  or  workmen 
Labourers  employed  in  agriculture  - 
Ditto  not  employed  in  agriculture  ------ 

Houses, 

Inhabited  - 96 

Families  - - . . 102 


52 

33 

17 

56 

44 

4 


HENRY  BALDWIN. 
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SWORDS. 


BOROUGH  OF  SWORDS. 


1.  THE  Lirnils  of  the  Borough  of  Swords  extend  on  the  north  to  Balharay,  about  a mile  and  Limits. 
three  quarters ; on  the  east,  to  Lissenhall  river,  a little  less  than  a mile*;  on  the  south  to 

Driu an,  about  one  mile ; and  oil  the  west,  to  Moorestown,  about  three  quarters  of  a mile,  from 
the  centre  of  the  town.  % 

There  is  extant  a Fiant,  dated  the  16th  June,  in  the  twentieth  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  Fiant  of  Elizabeth. 
(Chancery  file  28,  No.  2S04,)  which  " for  the  better  establishing  of  the  corporation,  and  to 
make  known  the  limits  and  bounds  of  the  franchises  and  liberties  thereof,”  appoints  com- 
missioners for  measuring  and  appointing  the  limits  “ two  miles  every  way  from  the  town  of 
Swords.”  We  have  not  met  with  any  return  to  this  commission. 

2.  In  the  year  1192,  John  Earl  Morton,  (afterwards  King  John,)  as  Lord  of  Ireland,  Charters. 

^ranted  by  Charter  to  John  Archbishop  of  Dublin  and  his  successors,  licence  to  hold  a fair  119-2>  Jolin  Earl 
in  the  town  of  Swords,  which  is  described  as  being  of  the  temporal  possessions  of  the  see,  ^olton- 

with  all  liberties  and  free  customs  thereunto  appertaining.  About  the  year  1196  Kino-  1196,  Richard  I. 
Richard  I.,  by  charter,  granted  and  confirmed  to  the  burgesses  of  Swords,  all  their  burcrages, 
as  they  were  at  first  established,  and  conferred,  paying  for  each  burgage  twelvepence  annually, 
by  half-yearly  payments,  with  all  the  liberties  and  free  customs  which  the  citizens  of  Dublin 
had,  and  which  he  (Richard)  could  reasonably  grant  and  warrant. 

We  have  not  discovered  any  municipal  charter  relating  to  Swords,  intermediate  between 
the  above  and  a charter  of  James  II.,  dated  the  fifth  year  of  his  reign,  (16S9,)  enrolled  5JamesII. 
in  Chancery.  (Rot.  Pat.  5.  Jac.  II.  m.  27.)  This  charter,  after  stating  that  Swords  was  an 
ancient  borough,  and  that  the  bailiffs,  burgesses,  and  inhabitants  enjoyed  many  privileges 
which  had  been  seized  into  the  King’s  hands  by  judgment  of  the  Exchequer,  proceeded  to 
incorporate  it ; but  as  the  charter  bore  date  subsequent  to  James’s  abdication,  it  did  not 
take  effect. 

3.  The  only  public  Officers  whom  we  have  found  to  have  at  any  time  exorcised  jurisdiction  Officers, 
within  the  limits  of  the  corporation,  were  a portreeve  and  the  seneschal  of  the  manor  of 

St.  Sepulchre,  which  is  part  of  the  possessions  of  the  Archbishop  of  Dublin. 

The  Portreeve  is  appointed  by  the  Archbishop  of  Dublin,  and  annually  sworn  at  the  Portreeve. 
Michaelmas  Court  Leet,  in  Dublin,  before  the  seneschal  of  St.  Sepulchre.  He  has  no  salary 
nor  any  emolument  except,  the  annual  profits  of  three  acres  of  land  lying  near  the  town,  for 
which  he  receives  about  £8  a-year. 

The  Commons  consisted  of  the  commons  of  Drynan  or  East  Commons,  containing  about  Commons. 

'20  acres ; and  the  commons  of  Swords  or  West  Commons,  comprising  upwards  of  100  acres. 

On  both  these  commons  the  inhabitants  of  the  borough  possessed  the  right  of  grazing,  but 
they  exercised  it  in  common  with  the  public;  and  it  did  not  appear  that  any  person  had 
been  prevented  from  putting  cattle  upon  them.  Prior  to  the  year  1800,  there  were  but  two 
houses  on  these  commons,  anti  the  portreeve  prevented  persons  from  enclosing  them.  No 
portreeve  has  since  interfered  for  this  purpose;  and,  accordingly,  strangers  have  settled  upon 
them  and  enclosed,  so  that  of  both  commons  about  20  perches  only  are  now  unenclosed. 

4.  The  Portreeves  formerly  held  a Court  in  the  town  once  a week.  It  was  a branch  of  the  Jurisdiction. 
Seneschal's  Court  of  St.  Sepulchre,  and  the  warrants  for  arrests  were  all  countersigned  by  him.  Courts. 

The  court  was  not  limited  in  amount  of  claim,  and  entertained  jurisdiction  in  all  cases 

ansing  within  the  manor,  an  extent  of  several  miles.  The  course  of  proceeding  was  similar 
to  that  of  St.  Sepulchre,  which  is  detailed  in  the  Report  on  the  local  jurisdictions  existing  in 
Dublin.  The  portreeve  has  not  held  a court  for  the  last  five  years.  He  discontinued  it 
m consequence  of  his  jurisdiction  being  questioned.  He  has  also  for  the  same  reason 
latterly  omitted  to  examine  the  weights  and  measures  of  the  town  and  to  regulate  the  assize  of 
bread,  and  to  discharge  his  other  duties,  waiting  for  an  opinion  of  counsel  as  to  the  extent 

of  his  authority. 

The  only  court  now  held  in  the  town  is  a court  of  Petty  Sessions,  at  which  county  magis-  Petty  Sessions, 
trates  preside.  This  court  sits  every  Wednesday;  the  portreeve  takes  no  part  in  the  proceedings. 

5-  A party  of  the  County  Constabulary,  consisting  of  one  chief  and  eight  other  constables.  Police. 
are  stationed  in  the  town. 

6.  There  is  no  Gaol.  A lock' -up  place  under  the  police  barrack  is  used  for  the  custody  of  Prison, 
prisoners  committed  until  final  examination,  when  they  are  sent  to  Kilmainham,  near  Dublin. 

Pour  fairs  are  held  annually  in  the  town.  There  is  no  market. 

The  principal  Street  forms  a portion  of  a turnpike  road,  and  is  kept  in  repair  by  the  Streets, 
trustees.  * 

The  bye-ways  are  repaired  by  county  presentments. 

. borough  returned  two  Members  to  the  Irish  Parliament,  the  elective  franchise  being 
m |he  resident  householders. 

C.  I.  3 U 
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At  the  Union  a sura  of  £15,000  was  awarded  to  this  borough  under  the  Act  40  Geo  TIT 
c.  84,  as  Compensation  for  the  loss  of  the  right,  and  was  directed  to  he  paid  to  tru  t 
procure  an  Act  of  Parliament  or  charter,  to  incorporate  certain  persons  under  the  na6eS  *' r 
“ The  Governors  of  the  School  at  Swords,”  in  which  body  the  sum  should  be  vested  anTh- 
them  funded  in  Government  security,  and  the  interest  applied,  in  the  first  place  to  th 
maintenance  of  one  or  more  schools  to  be  established  within  the  borough'  under  nr 
instructors,  and  the  surplus  of  the  accruing  interest,  after  paying  all  expenses  of  niainta^ 
the  establishment  for  education,  in  apprenticing  the  children  educated  in  the  said  school^ 
useful  trades  and  occupations;  and  that  any  further  surplus  still  remaining  should  b° 
applied  in  premiums  for  the  general  encouragement  of  agriculture  and  manufactures  or 
such  other  manner  and  under  such  regulations  as  the  trustees  should  think  would  most, 
effectually  tend  to  promote  the  Christian  religion,  morality,  good  order,  sobriety,  cleanline^ 
industry,  and  wealth  within  the  said  borough  ; and  that  a sum  of  £1,875,  being'  the  interest 
on  the  said  sum,  due  on  25th  of  June  1803,  should  be  applied  in  obtaining°around  for  a 
site,  and  in  purchasing,  repairing,  building,  or  fitting  up  proper  school  rooms  for  the  purpose- 
of  the  establishment.”  ^ ~ s 

The  money  was  accordingly  vested  in  the  public  funds,  and  is  now  to  the  credit  of  the 
trustees. 

Pursuant  to  the  Parliamentary  direction,  a charter  was  obtained  in  the  year  of 
Geo.  III.,  incorporating  the  governors;  and  separate  schools  for  boys  and  girls  have  been 
established ; the  residue  of  the  fund  is  applied  for  the  support  of  a dispensary,  and  for  a 
coal  store,  in  which  coals  are  sold  during  the  winter  months  to  the  poor  of  the  district  at  a 
reduced  rate. 

The  Officers  of  this  body  are, 

A Treasurer, 

Superintendent, 

Master  of  the  Boys’  School, 

Mistress  of  the  Girls’  School, 

Physician  for  the  Dispensary. 

The  Treasurer  is  one  of  the  governors,  and  is  appointed  by  the  others.  He  does  not 
give  any  security.  He  keeps  the  accounts  of  his  receipts  and  disbursements,  which  are 
audited  by  the  other  governors.  He  has  no  salary  or  emoluments.  The  present  Dean 
of  St.  Patrick’s  is  treasurer. 

The  Superintendent  is  appointed  by  the  governors.  His  salary  was  formerly  £50  a-year. 
About  two  years  since  it  was  raised,  and  now  is  £70  British.  He  visits  the  schools’ and 
examines  in  them ; procures  and  pays  for  the  necessary  medicines  for  the  dispensary  and  coals 
for  the  coal  yard,  and  regulates  the  price  at  which  they  should  be  sold. 

The  Schoolmaster  has  a salary  of  50  guineas  a-year,  furnished  apartments  in  the  school 
house,  and  an  allowance  of  16  tons  of  coals  annually  for  the  entire  building.  He  has  also 
ten  guineas  a-year  for  a servant,  and  five  guineas  annually;  (called  bounty-money;)  the  latter 
sum  is  at  the  discretion  of  the  superintendent.  The  Schoolmistress  has  50  guineas  a-year, 
without  any  extra  allowance.  There  is  no  second  master  or  mistress  in  the  schools,  which 
are  governed  by  monitors,  one  for  each  class;  and  the  monitors  receive  from  10s.  to  £1  a 
quarter  each.  There  are  ten  classes  in  each  school,  and  there  is  generally  an  attendance  ot 
about  150  boys  and  nearly  as  many  girls. 

Formerly  there  was  no  restriction  as  to  the  children  who  were  admitted  to  the  schools. 
In  1821,  a regulation  was  made  that  none  should  be  received  without  a certificate,  either 
from  the  vicar,  parish  priest,  or  a neighbouring  magistrate,  stating  that  the  parents  of  the  child 
had  been  resident  for  three  years  within  the  town  or  liberties,  and  were  of  good  character.  This 
resolution,  though  generally  acted  upon,  has  been  in  a few  instances  evaded.  It  is  now  so 
far  altered  that  a residence  of  five  years  is  required.  The  numbers  are  not  limited. 

There  are  six  boys  and  six  girls  apprenticed  out  every  year,  and  a sum  of  £12  paid  with 
each  apprentice.  The  apprentice  must  be  14  years  of  age  and  selected  from  the  first  class 
for  best  answering.  Of  the  £12,  £2  is  paid  to  the  child  on  quitting  school  to  provide  clothes, 
£o  to  the  master  on  signing  the  indentures  of  apprenticeship,  £3  on  the  expiration  of  half 
the  term,  £2  to  the  master  on  his  giving  up  the  indentures,  and  £2  to  the  apprentice  «hen 
out  of  his  time,  if  the  master  certifies  for  his  good  conduct;  if  not,  he  does  not  receive  this 
instalment  of  the  money.  The  selection  of  the  master  is  left  to  the  parents  or  friends 
of  the  cliild,  but  a certificate  of  the  competency  and  good  conduct  of  the  proposed  master  is 
required.  ® 

It  was  made  a subject  of  complaint,  and  there  seemed  some  foundation  for  it,  that  children 
of  non-residents  have  obtained  admission  to  the  school  and  been  apprenticed,  to  the  prejn  *-e 
of  the  inhabitants.  It  was  also  mentioned  as  an  objection  to  the  school,  that  one  school- 
master  and  one  schoolmistress  are  not  sufficient  for  the  numbers  ; and  a wish  was  expressed, 
that  as  the  majority  of  the  scholars  are  Roman  Catholic,  a second  schoolmaster  andnnstress 
should  be  appointed,  of  that  persuasion.  The  present  master  and  mistress  are  Protestants. 

The  Physician  to  the  Dispensary  has  a salary  of  £80  Irish  a-year.  The  dispensary  is  open 
from  9 until  1 1 o’clock  every  morning.  The  physician  is  not  bound  to  attend  to  any  Pa  ]e 
who  does  not  bring  a recommendation  from  the  vicar  or  his  curate ; but,  in  practice,  e 
not  wait  for  such  recommendation,  attending  at  the  houses  of  the  poor,  without  an  o 
Upwards  of  2,000  persons  are  annually  relieved  at  this  dispensary.  The  inhabitan  s 
dissatisfied  that  the  right  to  relief  is  confined  to  the  recommendation  of  the  vicar  or  his  cu 
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The  physician  is  also  coal  distributor,  at  a salary  of  £20  Irish  annually,  and  an  allowance 
of  coal  for  his  own  consumption. 

The  superintendent,  in  the  month  of  May  or  June,  contracts  for  filling  the  stores  before  the 
1st  of  November;  he  usually  gets  about  200  tons,  enough  to  supply  the  poor  until  the 
Easter  following.  There  is  no  supply  from  Easter  to  November.  He  regulates  the  price, 
and  generally  supplies  the  coal  at  the  import  price,  thus  saving  to  the  poor  the  expense  of 
carriage.  The  coal  is  only  supplied  to  persons  whose  names  are  entered  on  a list,  which 
generally  contains  about  250  names,  and  is  as  much  as  possible  confined  to  persons  who  have 
children  at  the  school,  or  who  were  themselves  educated  there.  The  list  is  first  made  out  by 
the  coal  distributor,  and  by  him  furnished  to  the  vicar ; after  it  is  approved  of  by  the  latter  it 
becomes  the  list  for  the  current  year.  The  delivery  is  weekly.  The  coal  distributor  receives 
the  money  and  accounts  weekly  with  the  superintendent.  The  supply  is  limited  to  one  bushel 
a-week  to  each  person,  except  in  cases  of  illness,  when  the  supply  is  doubled.  There  are  very 
few,  if  any,  upon  the  coal  list  who  are  not  resident  within  the  borough. 

There  is  another  fund  applicable  to  public  purposes  in  the  parish  of  Swords.  It  consists 
of  certain  lands,  called  the f<  Economy  Lands.”  The  vicar  has  the  control  of  the  expenditure  of 
the  rents,  which  are  applied  in  repairs  of  the  parish  church,  and  otherwise  to  the  relief  of  the 
parishioners  from  church  rate.  He  accounts  annually  for  them  to  the  Archbishop  of  Dublin, 
at  his  visitation.  The  accounts  are  signed  by  the  vicar  and  churchwarden,  but  the  vicar  has 
uniformly  refused,  to  the  inhabitants  at  vestry,  the  power  of  investigating  those  accounts. 
He  also  declined  giving  us  further  information  respecting  them,  alleging  that  they  were 
not  within  the  scope  of  our  Inquiry.  He  stated,  at  the  same  time,  that  he  did  not  know  what 
the  original  purposes  of  the  grants  were;  and  not  having  had  access  to  the  documents  on  the 
subject,  we  are  unable  to  state  them  with  certainty,  or  whether  the  corporation  were  at  any 
time  connected  with  them. 

The  town  is  poor  and  does  not  appear  to  be  improving. 

7.  The  following  Table  shows  the  state  of  the  town  in  1831  : 

Population : 

Males,  1,218;  females,  1,319.  Total 

Occupations : 

Families  chiefly  employed  in  agriculture  ■> 

„ „ in  trade,  manufacture,  and  handicraft 

„ not  comprised  in  the  above 

Houses : 

Inhabited,  460 ; uninhabited,  24.  Total  .... 


2,537 

278 

107 

111 

484 


ACHESON  LYLE,  ■ 
HENRY  BALDWIN,. 


• Commissioners . 


Inquiry  held  the  19th  of  December  1833. 


SWORDS. 
Coal  Yard. 


Economy  Lands. 


Statistical. 

Details. 
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TRIM. 


BOROUGH  OF  TRIM. 


1.  THE  Borough  of  Trim  comprises  within  its  Limits  the  entire  town,  as  built  upon,  and  Limits. 
a surrounding  district  of  considerable  extent.  The  limits  are  not  marked  by  defined  boundaries, 

and  are  very  imperfectly  known  at  the  present  day,  although  they  are  supposed  to  regulate, 
not  merely  the  magisterial  authority  of  the  chief  officer  of  the  corporation,  but  also  the 
jurisdiction  of  a court  still  in  existence. 

The  “ Commons  of  Trim”  are  within  the  borough,  and  a portion  of  them  is  distant  a mile 
and  a half  from  the  town. 

2.  The  burgesses  of  Trim  were  first  enfranchised  by  Walter  de  Lacy,  Lord  of  Meath,  in  the  Charters. 
reign  of  Richard  I.  By  his  Charter,  Do  Lacy  granted  and  confirmed  to  his  burgesses  of  Trim  Wa  ter  1)6  Lac^r* 
“all  the  liberties  which  they  had  and  enjoyed  of  his  gift  according  to  the  laws  of  Bristol,  before 

they  obtained  the  said  charter he  also  granted  to  the  same  burgesses  “ the  decayed  wood  of 
hisforests  of  Trim  for  firing,  subject  to  the  inspection  of  his  foresters;  and  that  they  might  have 
pasture  for  their  cattle  in  his  wastes  and  bogs.”  I have  not  been  able  to  discover  the  extent 
of  land  on  which  the  burgesses  thus  obtained  a right  of  pasture. 

Walter  de  Lacy  was  Lord  of  Meath,  and  dying  without  issue,  the  lordship  descended  to  Lordship  and 
his  two  sisters ; Geoffrey  de  Geneville,  the  husband  of  the  elder,  became  seised  of  the  Lordship  1 er  y 0 nm* 
or  Liberty  of  Trim,  as  his  moiety ; and  this  moiety  afterwards,  and  very  early  in  the 
fourteenth  century,  devolved  upon  Lord  Roger  de  Mortimer,  in  right  of  his  wife. 

King  Edward  III.,  by  charter  bearing  date  the  23d  of  August  1327,  and  in  the  first  year  of  1 Edward  IIT. 
his  reign,  after  stating  that  " Edward  the  late  King,  (Edward  II.,)  by  writ  of  quo  warranto,  Q^nt  t^De  Mo/* 
had  recovered  from  Roger  de  Mortimer,  and  Johanna,  his  wife,  the  liberty  of  Trim,  which  they  timer, 
held  as  the  inheritance  of  Johanna,  for  divers  good  services  which  De  Mortimer  had  rendered 
to  his  mother,  Isabella,  granted  to  him  and  to  his  wife  Johanna  the  aforesaid  liberty,  with  the 
appurtenances,  to  hold  to  them  and  to  the  heirs  of  Johanna,  as  fully  and  in  the  same  manner 
as  if  it  had  never  been  forfeited.” 

King  Richard  II.,  by  Charter  bearing  date  the  4th  of  October,  in  the  seventeenth  year  of  1 7.  ^clia,rd 
liis  reign,  and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1393,  at  the  solicitation  of  Roger  de  Mortimer,  Earl  4l“  Oct0“er  13 93* 
of  March,  granted  towards  the  fortification  of  the  town  of  Trim,  where  all  the  “fideles”  of  the 
county  of  Meath  congregated,  certain  tolls  therein  specified,  for  a term  of  20  years,  on  all 
saleable  articles  going  in  or  coming  out  of  the  towns  of  Trim,  Athboy,  Scryn,  and  Navan, 
to  be  collected  by  collectors  appointed  by  De  Mortimer,  by  letters  patent  under  the  seal  of 
the  liberty,  for  tlie  purpose  of  walling,  repairing,  and  amending  the  pavement,  and  improving 
the  town  of  Trim. 


The  Earldom  of  Marche  and  Lordship  of  Meath  afterwards  became  vested  in  the  Crown  ; Lordship  of  Meatir 
and  by  the  Act  of  10  Henry  VII.  c.  15,  it  was,  amongst  other  things,  declared  lawful  for  the  'esa  lnv®  r°™' 
King  and  his  heirs  to  enter  and  seize  all  the  manors,  lordships,  &c.  in  the  Act  mentioned,  and  ^^piliainen^ 
amongst  others  the  lordship  of  Trim. 

King  Henry  IV.,  by  charter  bearing  date  the  12th  June,  in  the  sixth  year  of  his  reign,  6 Henry  IV, 
inspected  and  confirmed  the  charter  of  Walter  de  Lacy.  12t^  une* 

The  same  monarch  by  a subsequent  charter  inspected  his  former  one,  and  confirmed  Henry  IV. 
certain  privileges  to  the  corporation.  The  most  material  of  the  privileges  there  mentioned 
are,  the  right  to  elect  a provost  annually,  to  have  a court  called  a Court  of  Hundred  before 
the  provost  from  15  days  to  15  days,  as  in  Dublin  and  Bristol,  and  to  have  another  court 
before  the  provost  from  day  to  day,  as  in  those  cities. 

Another  charter  of  confirmation  was  granted  by  King  Henry  VI.  Henry  VI. 

Queen  Elizabeth,  by  charter  bearing  date  the  8th  March,  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  her  reign,  13  Elizabeth, 
recites  and  confirms  the  several  charters  above  stated.  This  charter  is  the  governing  one.  arc 

It  prescribes  the  mode  of  electing  the  portreeve,  burgesses,  and  freemen,  and  contains  a 
pMt  of  a Court  of  Hundred  and  of  a Borough  Court,  and  of  a Criminal  Court,  to  be  held 
before  the  portreeve,  whom  it  empowers  to  call  on  four  or  more  of  the  burgesses  to  assist  him. 
h constitutes  the  portreeve  clerk  of  the  market,  and  gives  him  a power  of  appointing,  in  his  Provisions  of. 
absence,  any  person  who  has  already  served  the  office  of  portreeve,  to  be  deputy. 

Cromwell  appears  to  have  granted  a charter  to  Trim  in  the  year  1657. 

• A Charter  was  granted  by  James  II.,  dated  the  fifth  year  of  his  reign.  Being  after  his  Charter  of  5 James 
a dication,  it  did  not  take  effect. 


Trim  is  included  in  the  « New  Rules”  of  25  Car.  II.,  made  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and 
Council,  pursuant  to  the  Acts  of  Settlement  and  Explanation,  (14,  15  Car.  II.  and  17,  18 
Gtr.  II.)  “ for  the  better  reo-ulating  the  several  cities,  walled  towns,  and  corporations  of 
irim,  &c.,  and  the  electing  0Df  magistrates  and  officers  there.”  These  rules  bear  date  the 

M.  C.  [.  ° 3 X 


‘ New  Rules.’* 
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Title. 

Classes. 

Officers. 

Portreeve,  how  and 
by  whom  elected. 

Deputy. 

Portreeve  not  to 
he  re-elected. 

Functions  of. 

Salary  of 
Pees. 

Burgesses,  how 
elected. 

Fees. 

Number  of 
Functions  of. 

:ges  of. 


23d  September  1672,  and  their  provisions,  with  respect  to  elections,  have  been  alrea  1 
in  the  Report  on  the  borough  of  Athlone.  They  also  provide  for  the  admission  as  (r  n°tlCe<I 
“ foreigners,  strangers,  and  aliens,  as  well  others  as  Protestants,  exercising  any  mvJkieeinen 
or  trade,”  & c.  who  come  into  the.  said  cities,  towns,  or  corporations,  to  dwell  there  Cra^’ 

3.  The  corporation  is  entitled  in  the  charter  of  Elizabeth,  “ the  Portreeve  Bur?  « 

.Freemen  of  Trim.”  ’ ge£ses,  and 

4.  It  consists  of  one  portreeve,  and  of  burgesses  and  freemen,  without  restr  t‘ 

to  number  of  either  Class.  1C  lon  as 

5.  Besides  the  portreeve  and  burgesses,  the  officers  are. 

One  Town  Clerk, 

Two  Serjeants  at  Mace, 

One  Recorder,  and 
One  Billet  Master. 

The  last  two  offices  are  not  mentioned  in  the  charters. 

The  Portreeve  is  elected  annually  from  amongst  the  burgesses  on  the  29th  of  June,  in  an 
assembly  consisting  of  the  portreeve  or  his  deputy,  burgesses,  and  freemen,  by  the  majority  of 
voices.  In  practice,  freemen  always  vote  at  such  election  indiscriminately  with  burgesses 
although  that  privilege  does  not  appear  to  be  conferred  upon  them  by  charter.  No  particular 
number  of  electors  is  considered  necessary  to  make  an  election.  The  attendance  has  been  as 
numerous  as  50,  and  there  have  been  contests  for  the  office.  There  is  no  regulation  with 
respect  to  the  portreeve  voting  either  as  a burgess  or  as  having  a casting  voice.  ° 

He  is  sworu  in  on  the  29th  of  September. 

The  charter  gives  to  the  portreeve  the  power  of  appointing  a Deputy,  and  in  practice  he 
generally  does  so.  .It  requires  that  the  person  to  be  appointed  deputy,  should  himself  have 
served  the  office  of  portreeve,  " if  such  person  can  be  found  willing  to  act  j”  there  are,  however, 
modern  instances  of  departures  from  tins  restriction. 

The  charter  prescribes  that  the  same  person  shall  not  be  Portreeve  for  two  successive  years, 
and  no  case  of  the  kind  was  mentioned;  the  same  individual  has,  however,  frequently  acted  as 
portreeve  for  more  than  one  year,  being  elected  portreeve  the  first  year,  and  the  following  being 
nominated  deputy. 

This  has  occurred  in  the  person  of  a Mr.  Osborne,  who  has  considerable  influence  in  the 
corporation,  and  who  has  been  portreeve  for  three  years  and  deputy  portreeve  for  two,  within 
the  ten  years  preceding  the  year  1833. 

The  portreeve  is,  by  charter,  a justice  of  the  peace  within  the  limits  of  the  borough,  and  he 
occasionally  sits  as  such  at  petty  sessions,  and  performs  the  ordinary  magisterial  duties  of  the 
district.  He  presides  in  the  Borough  Court,  the  jurisdiction  of  which  is  unlimited  in  amount. 
He  was  also  entitled  to  hold  a court  on  fair  days  as  baron  of  the  fair.  It  does  not  appear  that 
this  court  has  been  ever  held.  He  presides  at  all  assemblies  of  the  corporation.  He  is  clerk  of 
the  market,  but  seldom  bestows  much  attention  on  its  regulation.  He  is  a trustee  of“theBrid- 
dock  Charity,”  hereinafter  mentioned,  and  received  and  accounted  for  the  interest  money,  as 
long  as  it  was  paid,  and  handed  over  the  balance,  with  his  account,  to  his  successor. 

He  has  not  and  never  had  any  fixed  Salary.  When  tolls  and  customs  were  collected  the 
amount  was  received  by  him,  as  well  as  some  rents  payable  to  the  corporation,  and  out  of  the 
fund  thus  produced,  he  paid  the  other  corporate  officers  their  salaries,  kept  the  shambles  and 
a fire-engine  in  repair,  and  paid  quit-rent  for  the  corporate  property,  retaining  the  residue  for 
himself. 

He  has  also  a Fee  of  one  guinea  each,  on  the  admission  of  burgesses  and  freemen,  and  some 
fees  arising  from  his  duties  in  the  Borough  Court.  The  corporation  rents  are  under  £30  a-year, 
and  no  tolls  or  customs  being  now  collected,  the  emoluments  of  the  office  are  veiy  trifling. 
It  was  stated  that  from  1802  to  the  present  time,  the  average  surplus  of  the  tolls  and  rents 
retained  by  the  sovereign  has  been  about  £20  a year. 

When  there  is  a deputy  the  duties  are  performed  by  him,  and  he  receives  the  emoluments. 

Burgesses  are  elected  by  the  majority  of  the  corporation  at  large.  They  are  generally,  but 
not  necessarily,  chosen  from  the  freemen,  and  hold  their  office  for  life ; no  qualification  is 
deemed  necessary,  and  some  of  the  present  burgesses  never  were  admitted  as  freemen. 

If  a freeman  be  made  a burgess  he  pays  no  Fees,  but  when  a stranger  is  elected  he  pays  one 
guinea  to  the  portreeve,  13s.  4 d.  to  the  town  clerk,  and  3s.  4 d.  to  each  of  the  two  serjeants  ar 
mace,  all  late  Irish  currency. 

There  are  at  present  55  burgesses,  of  whom  25  are  resident  within  the  limits  of  the 
borough. 

Vacancies  are  not  filled  up  as  they  occur,  nor  at  any  stated  periods. 

Burgesses  have  not  any  Functions  to  perform  distinct  from  those  which  they  exerciser 
members  of  the  corporation  at  large.  Formerly,  when  the  Criminal  Court  of  the  Borougn  - - 
at  which  the  portreeve  presided,  he  was  empowered  by  charter  to  call  on  some  oi 
burgesses  to  assist  him,  but  that  court  has  long  since  fallen  into  total  disuse. 

The  Privileges  of  the  burgesses  consist  in  eligibility  to  the  office  of  portreeve,  an  ^ 
share  or  lot  of  the  corporation  ground,  called  “ Commons,”  and  an  exemption  from 
customs. 

All  these  privileges  are  common  to  resident  and  non-resident  burgesses,  save  that  of 
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eliaible  to  a lot  or  portion  of  commons.  No  lot  can  be  voted  to  a non-resident  burgess  ; but 
if  a burgess  obtains  one,  he  holds  for  life,  and  does  not  forfeit  it  by  becoming  non-resident. 

6.  Freemen  are  admitted,  either  as  of  right,  which  is  confined  to  the  sons  and  sons-in-law 
of  freemen,  or  by  grace  especial. 

The  modes  of  admission  differ.  It  was  stated  that,  admission  as  " of  Right,”  was  a 
modern  practice,  introduced  for  the  first  time  since  the  year  1800,  and  it  is  even  now 
questioned  by  some  of  the  members  of  the  corporation.  The  sons  and  sons-in-law  of  freemen 
are  proposed  in  an  assembly  consisting  of  the  portreeve,  burgesses,  and  freemen,  and  the 
proposal  being  seconded,  is,  in  form,  put  to  the  vote;  but  no  voting,  in  practice,  ever  takes 
place  upon  it.  The  entry  of  the  admission  is  upon  a £1  stamp,  being  the  stamp  prescribed  by 
the  Stamp  Act,  for  freemen  admitted  as  of  right.  Residency  is  not  required. 

Persons  seeking  to  be  admitted  by  Grace’,  are  required  to  give  three  months’  notice  of 
their  intention  to  apply  for  admission.  This  notice  is  delivered  to  the  town  clerk,  whose 
duty  it  is  to  post  it.  in  a conspicuous  part  of  the  town,  and  at  the  end  of  three  months  from  the 
date  of  the  posting,  and  not  sooner,  the  candidate  may  be  proposed.  Pie  is  proposed  and 
seconded  in  a meeting  of  the  portreeve,  burgesses,  and  freemen,  and  admitted  or  rejected 
according  to  the  majority  of  votes.  The  Days  on  which  freemen  and  burgesses  are  admitted, 
are  the  25th  of  March  and  29tli  of  June;  and  these  being  stated  days  of  meeting,  no  special 
notice  is  given  for  them.  Formerly,  the  29th  of  September  was  the  only  day 'for  admissions, 
but  this  was  altered  by  a bye-law,  made  about  seven  years  ago,  and  since  that  time  the 
meeting  on  the  29tli  of  September  has  been  devoted  exclusively  to  the  swearing  in  of  officers. 
All  officers  and  freemen  are  sworn  on  that  day. 

The  Number  of  existing  Freemen  is. 

Freemen  admitted  as  of  Right  - - 51 

Freemen  admitted  by  Grace  especial  - 4 

Of  these  36  are  resident,  and  19  non-resident.  There  are  several  instances  of  boys  under 
10  years  of  age  having  been  admitted  as  burgess&s  and  freemen. 

No  Roman  Catholic,  for  upwards  of  a century,  lias  been  free  of  this  corporation.  There 
are  many  respectable  persons  of  that  persuasion  resident  in  the  town.  They  have  not  applied 
for  admission,  although  desirous  of  becoming  free  ; and  it  is  plain  they  have  been  deterred  from 
doing  so,  by  apparently  a well-grounded  conviction  that  they  would  be  rejected  by  the 
corporation  on  account  of  their  sect. 

There  is  an  entry  in  the  corporate  books,  under  date  the  3d  of  June  1696,  of  the  disfran- 
chisement of  110  persons  “ for  being  Papists.” 

A strong  sectarian  feeling  still  prevails  in  the  corporation.  Two  instances  were  mentioned 
of  Roman  Catholics  being  married  to  the  daughters  of  freemen,  and  although  thus  entitled  as 
of  right  to  their  freedom,  according  to  the  modern  usage  of  the  corporation,  they  have  not 
endeavoured  to  obtain  it,  probably  for  the  reason  above  mentioned.  These  two  persohs  are 
resident  in  the  town.  There  is  no  Protestant  Dissenter  a freeman.  Trim  is  expressly  mentioned 
3n  the  “ New  Rules”  of  Charles  II.,  but  no  effort  appears  to  have  been  x^ade  to  obtain 
admission  under  their  provisions. 

There  is  no  difference  in  the  Fees  on  admission,  payable  by  freemen  admitted  as  of  right, 
and  those  obtaining  their  freedom  by  grace  especial.  These  fees  are  the  same  as  those 
already  mentioned,  as  payable  by  persons  elected  burgesses  without  having  been  free. 
Formerly  the  fee  was  16.9.  Ad.  to  the  town  clerk.  A bye-law,  made  on  the  2yth  of 
September  1S19,  reduced  it  to  13s.  Ad.  late  currency. 

The  fees  payable  to  the  several  officers  above  mentioned,  by  burgesses  and  freemen,  are 
applied  by  those  officers  to  their  own  use,  and  they  are  not  held  accountable  for  the  amount. 

Freemen  have  the  same  Functions  as  the  burgesses,  and  also  the  same  Privileges, 
except  that  of  being  eligible  to  the  office  of  portreeve,  and  of  consequence  of  acting  as  deputy 
portreeve. 

Freemen  have  been  disfranchised  by  vote  of  the  corporation  at  large.  This  has  been 
done  in  two  instances  in  modern  times ; in  one,  for  disobedience  to  the  sovereign,  and  in  the 
0,ner,  it  was  alleged,  for  improperly  withholding  possession  of  a portion  of  the  commons. 

'•  The  Town  Clerk  is  elected,  during  good  behaviour,  by  the  same  persons  and  in  the  same 
manner  as  burgesses  and  freemen. 

He  attends  at,  and  records  the  proceedings  of  the  corporate  assemblies. 

He  is  also  register  of  the  Borough  Court,  and  issues  its  process,  and  summonses  juries 
font.  5 1 

He  receives  and  posts  notices  of  applications  for  freedom,  and  selects  market  juries. 

The  town  clerk’s  Salary  is  £10  a year,  which,  since  the  collection  of  tolls  and  customs 
has  been  discontinued,  is  very  irregularly  (if  at  all)  paid.  This  observation  also  applies  to 
the  salaries  of  the  other  officers.  • 

He  receives  fees  on  the  admissions  of  burgesses  and  freemen,  at  the  rate  already  mentioned, 
some  fees  in  the  Borough  Court.  The  latter  are  very  inconsiderable  in  consequence  of  the 
‘ttle  business  done  in  the  court. 

k t'vo  Serjeants  at  Mace  are  appointed  by  the  portreeve  for  the  term  of  one  year  only> 
u they  are  seldom  changed  during  good  behaviour. 

Tjiey  execute  the  process  of  the  Borough  Court,  and  act  as  officers  of  the  portreeve. 

their  salaries  are  £5  a year  each:  they  also  receive  fees  from  the  Borough  Court,  and  3s.  Ad. 
M.nr  J J q v 
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each,  on  the  admission  of  a freeman  and  election  of  a burgess  who  has  not  been 
admitted  a freeman. 


a Previously 

The  Recorder  is  elected  by  the  corporation  at  large,  in  the  same  way  as  bur*  « 
freemen.  He  holds  his  office  during  pleasure.  The  late  recorder  was  removed  on* 
of  June  1833,  because  he  had  been  professionally  employed  against  the  corporal*  n 1 
the  late  and  present  recorder  are  attorneys  and  non-resident.  * 


^ wui  tippctu-  uiac  ne  lias  evernrerirl  i 

in  any  court.  He  receives  neither  salary  nor  incidental  emolument.  The  office  is  ” - 


honoi’ary. 


s merely 


The  Billet  Master  is  appointed  for  one  year,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Serjeants  at 
and  is  usually  continued  from  year  to  year.  tuace’ 


His  Duties  are  the  ordinary  ones  of  the  office.  His  salary  is  £5  a year.  He  keeps  a r 
the  inhabitants,  to  enable  him  to  billet  upon  them  in  rotation.  ^ 1S  °‘ 


There  was  a public  Craner,  appointed  by  the  portreeve,  and  sworn  before  he  commenced  t 
act.  The  charges  at  the  crane  were  considered  high,  and  the  public  avoided  resorting  to  it 
In  1830,  the  corporation  gave  it  up,  and  no  craner  lias  been  appointed  since. 


8.  There  is  no  common  council  or  other  select  body  in  this  corporation.  Prior  to  the  year 
1800,  the  Marquis  of  Wellesley  was  the  “patron,”  and  his  influence  predominated ; since  that 
year  he  has  abstained  from  interfering,  and  the  freemen  being  admitted  to  a full  participation  of 
all  power,  in  common  with  the  very  extended  number  of  burgesses,  the  corporation  is,  and 
for  upwards  of  30  years  lias  been,  amongst  its  own  members,  essentially  popular.  With 
respect,  however,  to  the  inhabitants  generally,  the  vast  majority  of  whom  are  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  persuasion,  it  is  a perfectly  close  corporation,  and  its  government,  although  in  form 
popular,  is  practically  exclusive,  and  on  that  account  obnoxious  to  the  inhabitants.  ° 

9.  The  corporation  have  from  time  to  time  exercised  its  charter  power  of  matin*  Bye-laws. 
The  most  material  of  them  are,  the  bye-law  of  the  29th  of  September  1819,  re*ulatm*' the  fees 
payable  on  admissions  of  burgesses  and  freemen,  and  one  of  1705,  which  regulates  the  distri- 
bution of  the  lauded  property  of  the  corporation,  and  of  which  more  particular  mention  will  be 
made  hereafter. 


10.  The  corporation  have  not  any  exclusive  Jurisdiction,  criminal  or  civil. 

By  charter  they  were  entitled  to  a Court  of  D'Oyer  Hundred,  a Court  Baron,  a Criminal  Court, 
and  a Borough  Court.  I have  not  discovered  a record  of  the  existence  of  any  of  these  courts, 
except  the  last.  Certainly  none  other  has  been  held  since  the  period  of  the  legislative  Union. 

The  civil  court,  is  still  holden  before  the  portreeve.  It  is  called  “ The  Borough  Court,” 
and  its  jurisdiction  is  not  limited  in  amount.  It  is,  however,  very  little  resorted  to,  owing,  in 
a great  measure,  to  a cheaper  and  more  satisfactory  mode  being  provided  by  process  of  civil 
bilL  before  the  assistant  barrister  at  quarter  sessions ; and  within  the  last  six  years  only  “20 
Cases  have  been  instituted,  and  but  one  came  to  trial,  and  even  this  solitary  case  did  not 
proceed  to  final  judgment.  No  action  has  been  commenced  in  it  since  March  1831.  The 
portreeves  have“>een  disposed  to  discourage  proceedings  in  it,  and  they  have  refused  to 
allow  its  process  to  issue  on  several  occasions,  on  account  of  the  expense  of  the  proceedings. 
There  is  always  a J ury  summoned  by  the  town  clerk  from  the  inhabitants  generally ; and 
two  persons,  appointed  by  the  corporation,  practise  as  attorneys,  although  not  professional 
persons,  and  receive  a fee  of  6s.  8<£  on  each  trial. 

The  mesne  process  .is  by  attachment  of  the  person  or  goods,  at  the  option  of  the 
plaintiff.  The  process  is  grounded  on  an  affidavit  of  debt  made  before  the  portreeve,  who 
thereupon  authorizes  the  town  clerk  to  issue  the  attachment- to  the  serjeants  at  mace. 

The  Costs  of  mesne  process  amount  to  13s.  4cl.  British ; viz.  2s.  Id.  for  the  stamp  of  the 
affidavit,  Is.  Id.  to  the  portreeve  on  swearing  it,  3s.  Id.  to  the  serjeants  at  mace  for 
executing  the  process,  and  the  residue  (7s.  Id.)  to  the  tdwn  clerk  for  preparing  the  affidavit. 
These  sums  are,  in  the  first  instance,  paid  by  the  plaintiff.  In  practice,  the  execution  of  the 
process  generally  procures  payment  of  the  debt.  Where  it  fails,  bail  is  entered;  about  eight 
days  usually  elapse  between  the  commencement  and  termination  of  the  proceedings,  and  the 
Costs  on  both  sides  amount  to  about  £1  17s.  There  is  a fee  of  4s.  Id.  to  the  portreeve  for 
signing  the  execution.  There  is  no  taxation  of  costs ; they  follow  the  event  of  the  Suit. 

The  County  Quarter  Sessions  Court  sits  four  times  a year  for  the  division  in  which  this 
district  is  situate;  twice  in  the  town  of  Trim,  and  twice  in  Navan,  distant  about  seven  miles. 

Petty  Sessions  are  held  weekly  in  Trim  on  every'Saturday ; county  magistrates  preside,  and 
the  portreeve  occasionally  sits  with  them  for  cases  arising  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  borough. 

Tliis  being  the  capital  of  the  county.  Assizes  are  held  in  it  twice  a year,  at  the  usual  periods. 

11.  Except  the  serjeants  at  mace  there  are  not  any  Police  of  the  town  or  borough.  The 
county  constabulary  act,  and  one  chief«constable  and  21  constables  are  stationed  m it.  -fbe 
chief  constable  is  a magistrate  of  the  county,  and  acts  as  such  in  the  district  of  the  corporation- 

The  police  have,  since  the  year  1829,  been  directed  not  to  act  without  the  orders  of  a county 
magistrate,  and  since  that  time  have  refused  to  obey  the  directions  of  the  portreeve.  At  one 
time  a number  of  persons  were  sworn  as  special  constables  to  assist  in  the  collection  o 
tolls  and  customs,  then  resisted  by  force. 

12.  The  Streets  are  portions  of  the  county  roads,  and  as  such  are  repaired  by  county 
presentments,  The  streets,  bye-ways,  and  shores  are  badly  kept,  and  a fund  is  much  n 
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for  their  repair,  as  the  county  grand  juries  object  to  present  on  the  county  at  large,  formatters 
-which  would  principally  benefit  the  town  alone.  The  corporation  do  not  in  any  manner 
assess  the  district.  Formerly  a charge  of  about  3cZ.  a house  was  annually  collected.  It  was 
called  “ leet  money,”  probably  from  its  having  been  assessed  in  Court  Leet.  It  has  not  been 
paid  for  many  years.  The  town  is  not  lighted,  and  no  effort  has  been  made  to  put  it  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  9 George  IV.  c.  8'2. 

13.  There  is  not,  at  present,  any  Borough  Gaol.  There  was  formerly  a marshalsea,  to 
which  persons  arrested  under  process  of  the  Borough  Court,  and  prisoners  from  the  borough, 
were  committed ; but  it  has  been  abandoned  for  the  last  10  years,  and  all  prisoners  from  the 
district  are  now  committed  to  the  county  gaol,  which  is  within  the  limits. 

The  corporation  have  not  any  jurisdiction  over  the  county  gaol. 

14.  The  corporation  do  not  support  any  institution  whatsoever  for  the  relief  of  the  Poor. 
There  is,  however,  a Charity,  partly  under  the  control  of  the  portreeve,  called  “ the 
Briddock  Charity,’-  so  named  because  it  was  established  by  a person  of  the  name  of  Robert 
Briddock,  in  whose  will,  bearing  date  the  6th  of  April  1/02,  is  contained  the  following 
passage : 

“ Item.  I give  and  bequeath  unto  four  that  arc  now,  or  shall  be  hereafter,  decayed  Protestant 
freemen,  that  are,  or  shall  be  hereafter,  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  parish  of  Trim,  (county 
Meath.)  and  no  other,  and  four  of  the  decayed  freemen’s  sons  that  are  Protestants,  that 
inhabit  or  shall  inhabit  as  aforesaid,  the  interest  of  £500  sterling  for  ever,  to  be  disposed 
of  as  follows : viz.  To  each  of  the  four  men  a coat  and  breeches  of  grey  cloth,  lined  with  blue 
baize,  or  sarge,  and  a waistcoat  of  the  same  of  the  lining,  with  brass  buttons,  a hat,  two  shirts, 
two  cravats,  two  pair  of  shoes,  one  pair  of  stockings,  5s.  every  Easter,  5s.  every  Whitsuntide, 
10s.  every  Christmas,  and  4 d.  every  week,  in  bread,  to  each  man ; to  the  four  boys,  £5  every 
year  to  each  boy,  to  apprentice  to  any  trade  that  belongs  to  the  woollen  manufactory,  as 
weaving,  dyeing,  pressing,  & c. ; a Bible  and  Common  Prayer  Book  to  each  boy  when  he  is 
put  out  to  apprentice.  And  when  in  any  year  it  happens  that  there  are  not  four  freemen’s  sons, 
that  are  Protestants,  in  the  town  and  parish  of  Trim,  that  are  fit  to  be  put  out  to  apprentice, 
as  aforesaid,  that  then  any  other  freemen’s  sons,  that  are  Protestants,  that  live  in  any  other 
parish,  shall  be  put  out  as  aforesaid. 

« The  portreeve,  guardian,  vicar,  and  churchwardens  of  the  town  of  Trim,  for  the  time  being, 
I appoint  to  take  care  that  the  interest  of  the  aforesaid  £500  be  faithfully  laid  out  to  the  true 
intent  and  meaning  aforesaid. 

" Item.  I do  hereby  nominate  and  appoint  my  very  good  friend,  the  Rev.  Doctor  Hearne, 
ofTrim,  and  my  brother,  Robert  Brady,  of  St.  John’s,  overseers  in  trust  of  tills  my  will.” 

This  Fund  was  invested  in  private  security,  and  the  Interest  being  unpaid,  a Bill  was  filed 
and  a Decree  obtained  in  1753,  directing,  amongst  other  things,  that  the  principal  with  the 
interest,  which  had  accumulated  to  the  sum  of  £935  17s-  4 d.,  should  be  laid  out  at  interest  in 
the  name  of  the  Right  Honourable  Richard  Lord  Momington,  upon  the  trusts  of  the  will;  and 
accordingly  the  sum  was  lent  to  Richard  Phepoe  and  Elizabeth  Harriss,  who,  by  deed  bearing 
date  the  7th  of  February  1754,  mortgaged  the  lands  of  Moukstowu  for  securing  it 

The  interest  was  paid  on  this  principal  sum  up  to  the  1st  of  November  1812;  but  being 
unpaid  from  that  time,  a Bill  was  filed  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  on  the  1st  of  October  1823,  in 
the  names  of  the  portreeve  and  the  other  trustees,  and  in  1829,  a Decree  to  account  was  pro- 
nounced; but  in  the  progress  of  that  suit  it  seems  to  have  been  discovered  that  the  mortgage 
only  affected  an  annual  sum  or  rent  charge  of  £66  arising  out  of  the  lands  of  Monkstown, 
and  not  the  fee  of  the  lands,  as  had  been  previously  supposed.  Heavy  costs  were  incurred 
in  this  suit.  There  is  a Receiver  in  the  cause  over  the  rent  charge  of  £66  ; but  some  time 
must  elapse  before  the  fund  can  be  rendered  available  to  the  charity.  In  1S01,  the  guardians 
of  the  Briddock  charity,  out  of  the  accumulation  of  the  interest,  lent  to  the  parish  of  Trim 
the  sum  of  £112,  for  the  purpose  of  building  a church,  and  the  parish  passed  a vote  at  vestry, 
to  repay  that  sum,  with  interest ; but  after  several  payments  of  interest,  the  parish,  about  two 
years  since,  refused  any  longer  to  applot  for  it,  and  the  principal  sum,  and  an  arrear  of  about 
three  years’  interest,  remain  unpaid. 

The  County  Infirmary  is  situate  a little  way  outside  the  town,  and  yithin  the  limits. 

There  is  a Charter  School  here  for  40  children.  It  was  built  and  endowed  with  eight  acres 
of  ground  and  £50  per  annum  by  the  first  Lord  Momington.  It  stands  on  ground  that 
formerly  belonged  to  the  corporation,  the  body  having  granted  one  acre  for  ever,  for  the 
building. 

15.  There  is  no  Patronage  in  the  hands  of  the  corporation. 

16.  The  corporation  are  possessed  of  considerable  landed  Property,  situate  near  the  town,  and 
called  « The  Commons  of  Trim but,  although  so  named,  it  has  not  been  in  a state  of  common- 
age  since  the  year  1705.  It  was  alleged  that  the  corporation  derived  this  property  under  the 
charter  of  De  Lacy,  but  that  charter  seems  rather  to  have  conferred  a right  of  housebote  and 
°f  pasture,  than  to  contain  any  grant  of  lands.  However,  length  of  possession  probably 
constitutes  a good  title  for  the  corporation  at  the  present  day,  whatever  may  have  been  the 
foundation  of  their  right.  It  was  alleged  that  the  property  was  formerly  much  more  extensive 
“on  it  is  at  present,  and  reached  from  Dunderry  Bridge,  to  Castlerickard ; and  that  portions 
were,  from  time  to  time,  taken  from  it  by  neighbouring  landlords.  No  satisfactory  evidence 
was  given  on  these  points;  and  it  is  a remarkable  fact,  considering  the  fate  of  corporate 
property  in  other  places,  that  this  corporation  are  now  in  possession  of  the  same  quantity  of 
^d  as  they  held  84  years  ago, 
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Map  of  1753. 
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Number  of  eacb. 
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Lots  assigned. 
Inconvenience  from . 


Effect  of  Interest  in 
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Grantees  rejected  at 
Registry. 

Their  Assignees 
registered. 
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Town. 


Income. 


Fairs  and 
Markets. 
Market  Jury. 

In  1829,  the  last. 


Tolls  and  Customs. 

Not  received  since 
1829. 


A Map  was  produced,  bearing  date  in  the  year  1753,  according  to  which  this  property  the 
contained  479a.  3r.  37p.,  all  of  which  are  still  in  the  possession  of  the  corporation;  and  it 
seems  improbable  that  any  encroachments  have  been  made  since  1705. 

On  the  3d  of  May  in  that  year  a Bye-law  was  enacted  for  the  enclosure  of  the  Commons 
and  the  division  of  them  into  a number  of  portions  or  “ Lots,”  and  for  the  occupation  of  the" 
lots  by  the  burgesses  and  freemen.  This  bye-law  was,  immediately  acted  upon,  and  two 
classes  of  lots  were  made,  the  one  called  " Burgesses’  Lots,”  containing  from  10  to  20  acres,  and 
the  other  named  “ Freemen’s  Lots,”  and  comprising  from  4 to  10  acres.  These  lots  have 
been  since  maintained,  except  where,  in  a few  instances,  a burgess’s  lot  has  been  considered 
too  large,  and  been  divided.  The  largest  lot  is  now  19  acres. 

There  are  at  present  15  burgesses’  and  47  freemen’s  lots.  Each  lot  is  held  by  the  person 
to  whom  it  is  voted,  in  severalty  for  his  life.  During  his  tenure  he  cultivates  the  ground  as  he 
pleases,  and  is  permitted  to  assign  it  for  that  term,  or  to  build  upon  it ; and  in  several  instances 
buildings  have  been  erected. 

According  to  the  bye-law,  a burgess’s  lot  is  not  to  be  given  to  a freeman,  nor  a freeman’s  to 
a burgess,  and  to  this  rule  the  corporation  profess  to  adhere ; but  it  is  stated  that  there 
have  been  instances  in  which  a lot  well  known  to  have  been  a freeman’s,  has  been,  when 
vacant,  called  a burgess’s  lot  for  the  purpose  of  giving  it  to  one. of  the  latter  class.  From  the 
number  of  lots  belonging  to  each  class,  this  cannot  have  frequently  occurred. 

When  a Lot  becomes  vacant  by  the  death  of  its  occupant,  it  is  put.  to  the  vote  at  the  next 
assembly  of  the  corporation,  to  decide  who  shall  succeed  to  it,  and  the  candidate  bavin* 
the  majority  of  votes  obtains  the  lot.  The  proceedings  are  the  same  with  respect  to  both 
classes  of  lots;  and  burgesses  and  freemen  are  respectively  competent  to  vote  in  tlie  disposition 
of  each  other’s  lots.  The  only  qualification  for  a lot  is,  to  he.  a resident  member  of  the  class 
to  which  the  vacant  lot  belongs.  No  conveyance  is  ever  executed  to  the  person  succeeding  to 
the  lot,  although  there  is  a resolution  on  the  books,  that  a lease  for  his  life  shall  be  executed 
to  him.  It  has  been  already  observed  that  a lot  is  not  forfeited  by  the  person  to  whom  it  has 
been  voted  becoming  non-resident ; and  it  has  occurred  that  persons  who  obtained  lots  have 
sold  their  life  interest  in  them,  and  emigrated  to  America. 

A difficulty  will  probably  occur  to  the  corporation  in  ascertaining  the  fact,  of  the  deaths  of 
these  persons  whenever  they  shall  happen ; and,  at  all  events,  the  assignees  will  be  able  to 
hold  over  for  the  interval  between  the  death  of  the  grantee  of  the  corporation  and  its  being 
authenticated  at  Trim.  Notwithstanding  this  obvious  inconvenience,  no  objection  has  been 
made  to  any  assignment  in  contemplation  of  quilting  the  country. 

There  is  generally  a contest  for  a vacant  lot ; and  the  person,  without  a lot,  of  most  interest 
in  the  corporation,  obtains  it.  No  person  can  have  more  than  one  lot  granted  to  him,  but 
he  may  (as- can  any  person)  purchase  or  become  tenant  to  any  number.  One  gentleman  and 
his  family  and  connexions  hold  five  of  the  largest  lots,  containing  together  92  acres. 

In  practice,  if  a burgess  or  freeman  dies  in  possession  of  a lot  and  leaves  a widow,  she  is 
always  permitted  to  hold  his  lot  for  one  year,  from  the  25th  of  March  next  after  his  death; 
and  the  right  of  possession  of  his  successor  is  suspended  during  that  period.  The  Grantees  of 
lots  have  sought  to  register  in  right  of  them  as  freeholders  of  tnd  county.  They  were  rejected 
by  the  registering  barrister,  on  tne  ground  that  they  had  not  a legal  estate  of  freehold,  as  no 
conveyance  had  been  executed  to  them ; but  some  of  their  Assignees,  on  production  of  their 
assignments,  have  succeeded  in  registering  in  right  of  these  holdings. 

The  annual  value  of  these  lands  is  considerably  above  £700  a-year.  They  do  not  lie 
together,  but  all  are  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  borough,  and  the  most  distant  is  not  two 
miles  from  the  town.  The  greater  part  of  them  is  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood. 

Besides  these  lands  called  “ Commons,”  the  corporation  are  possessed  of  several  tenements 
and  holdings  in  and  about  the  Town,  which  are  let  to  tenants,  and  produce,  according  to  one 
statement,  a rent  of  £15  17s.  8 d.  a-year,  and  by  another,  taken  from  a rental  dated  1829, 
£29  6s.  Id. 

This  rent  is  received  by  the  portreeve,  and  since  1830  has  constituted  the  entire  income  of 
the  corporation,  and  the  body  is  now  in  debt  to  its  officers  on  account  of  their  salaries. 

17.  There  are  five  Fairs  in  the  year.  Saturday  in  each  week  is  Market  day.  Up  tothe 
year  1829,  the  markets  and  weights  and  measures  were  regulated  by  a Market  Jury.  This 
body  was  selected  and  empanneUed  by  the  town  clerk  from  the  inhabitants  generally.  Its 
numbers  varied,  23  being  the  highest;  and  it  acted  for  a year,  from  the  30th  of  September. 
The  jury  sworn  on  30th  of  September  1829  consisted  of  18  persons,  11  of  whom  were  members 
of  the  corporation.  This  was  the  last  market  jury,  and  they  acted  only  for  a short  time;  for 
having  been  obstructed  in  the  performance  of  their  duty,  in  the  following  month  they  did  no 
further  interfere.  The  loss  of  a market  jury  is  severely  felt,  and  very  generally  complained  o . 
The  weights  and  measures  now  in  use  require  regulation. 

18.  Tolls  and  Customs  were  collected  here  at  fairs  and  markets  up  to  the  year  1829.  Dj® 
system  of  resistance  to  them,  which  at  that  time  prevailed  throughout  the  county  of  Me®-  * 
extended  to  this  borough,  and  the  corporation  abandoned  the  collection;  and  no  tolls  o 
customs  have  been  received  since  the  month  of  October  in  that  year.  They  are  no  ev 
demandedmdw-i  >;:When  they  were  collected  there  was  a toll  board  exposed,  pursuant  o 
Act  of  57  Geo,  III.  c.  108.  The  portreeve  for  the  year  dealt  with  the  tolls  an  cus  ° a 
as  he  pleased : sometimes  he  let  them  by  proposal,  and  occasionally  collected  them  y 
collector  employed  by  himself.  For  the  latter  years  of  their  collection,  the  shambles  ^ 
fire-engine  were  kept  iji  repair,  and  the  corporate  officers  paid  out  of  a fund  created  by 
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and  the  corporation  rents.  The  tolls  and  customs,  when  let,  usually  produced  about  £80 
a-year,  besides  which  a sum  of  about  £50  a-year  was  generally  received  for  the  crane. 

The  rates  of  charges  for  tolls  and  customs  were  high,  and  appear  to  have  been  arbitrarily 
fixed,  without,  authority  from  the  charters  or  otherwise.  Since  their  abolition,  the  markets 
have  materially  improved.  A well-regulated  public  crane  would,  however,  be  desirable. 

19.  Trim  is  included  in  the  Act  2 Edw.  IV.,  passed  for  the  purpose  of  removing  doubts 

as  to  the  legality  of  collecting  tolls  in  the  towns  mentioned  in  it.  The  Act  is  declaratory 
of  the  right  of  collection,  and  authorizes  its  continuance,  for  the  pavage,  murage,  and  pontage 
of  the  towns.  ° ° 

The  Act  of  2 Edw.  IV.,  and  of  10  Henry  VII.  c.  15,  already  mentioned,  and  an  Act  of 
25  Hen.  VIII.  relating  to  the  priory  of  St.  Peter’s  at  Trim,  are  the  only  other  local  Acts  I have 

discovered. 

20.  According  to  the  Return  of  1821,  the  population  of  the  town  of  Trim  was  then  2,304. 


In  1S31,  by  the  enumeration  of  that  year,  it  was  - - - 3282 

Of  whom  there  were,  males  - 1678 

„ females  ------  1604 

Their  occupations  were. 

Families  employed  in  agriculture 177 

Ditto  chiefly  employed  m trade,  manufactures,  and  handicraft  - 263 

All  others  not  included  in  the  two  preceding  classes  - 200 

Occupiers  employing  labourers  12 

„ not  employing  labourers 28 

Labourers  employed  in  agriculture  ------  237 

Employed  in  retail  trade,  or  in  handicraft  as  masters  or  workmen  379 
Capitalists,  &c.  - --  --  --  --  49 

Labourers  employed  in  labour  not  agricultural  - 52 

Houses, 

Inhabited  - - - - - 531 

Uninhabited  - 26 

Building  -----  15 

Families  -----  640 


The  town  is  situate  partly  in  the  barony  of  Lower  Moyfenragh  and  partly  in  that  of  Upper 
N avail.  About  400  of  the  population  are  Protestants,  the  rest  are  nearly  all  Roman  Catholics. 
There  were  stated  to  be  about  60  houses  worth  £10  a-year,  more  than  half  of  which  were 
occupied  by  Roman  Catholics.  There  are  about  60  houses  011  the  " Commons.” 

21.  Trim  is  the  county  town  of  Meath.  It  is  a place  of  great  antiquity,  and  was  formerly 
of  such  importance  that  several  of  the  earlier  Irish  Parliaments  were  held  in  it.  It  attracted 
the  attention  of  the  English  on  their  arrival  in  this  island ; and  being  made  the  residence  and 
seat  of  government  of  De  Lacy,  became,  in  the  language  of  the  charter  of  Richard  II.,  (1393,) 
the  place  “ where  all  the  c fideles’  of  the  county  of  Meath  congregated ’ and  valuable  privileges 
were  accordingly  granted  by  several  charters  to  its  inhabitants.  It  returned  Members  to 
Parliament  so  early  as  the  second  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  a circumstance  which  proves  its 
importance  at  that  date.  It  continued  to  return  two  Members  to  the  Irish  Parliament  up 
to  the  year  1800.  It  was  then  deprived  of  the  elective  franchise  by  the  Act  of  Union,  and 
the  sum  of  £15,000  was  paid  as  compensation  for  that  loss  to  the  Marquis  Wellesley  under 
the  40  Geo.  III.  c.  34.  For  several  years  the  town  has  been,  declining,  and  it  now  presents 
a very  impoverished  appearance.  It  has  no  extensive  trade  or  manufacture.  The  markets 
have  improved  within  the  last  few  years,  a circumstance  which  the  inhabitants  ascribe  to  the 
discontinuance  of  the  collection  of  tolls  and  customs.  The  Borough  Court  having  fallen  into 
disuse,  the  corporation  may  be  said  to  have  ceased  to  exercise  any  municipal  functions ; and 
the  only  way  in  which  the  public  are  affected  by  it,  is  that  it  supplies  a resident  local 
magistrate  in  the  person  of  the  portreeve.  This,  however,  is  not  of  much  consequence,  as 
there  is  a resident  stipendiary  magistrate  in  the  town,  and  there  are  several  county  justices  in 
its  neighbourhood.  This  corporation  is  peculiar,  in  being,  as  at  present  constituted,  perfectly 
democratic,  and  consisting  of  afar  greater  number  of  persons  than  any  corporation  in  the 
district  I visited ; it  is,  however,  in  reference  to  the  population^  at  large,  exclusive  and 
intolerant,  and  therefore  obnoxious  to  them.  From  the  present  disposition  of  the  corporate 
lands,  an  inconsiderable  benefit  results  to  about  60  individuals ; by  the  application  of  their 
produce  to  public  purposes,  substantial  advantages  might  be  conferred  upon  the  entire  district. 
There  is  a canal  from  Drogheda  to  Navan.  It  was  stated  that  an  Act  passed  the  Irish 
Parliament  for  extending  it  to  Trim,  and  that  a mile  and  a half  of  the  distance  (seven  miles) 
was  actually  excavated  ; but  the  work  was  there  discontinued.  The  inhabitants  allege  that 
it  could  be  completed  for  about  £6000,  and  it  would  be  of  essential  benefit  to  the  markets 

of  Trim. 

HENRY  BALDWIN. 

Inquiry  held  the  11th  and  12th  of  September  1833,  before  John  Colhoun  and 
Henry  Baldwin. 
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277  KERRY. 


BOROUGH  OF  ARDFERT. 


L THE  Borough  of  Ardfert  extends,  in  one  direction,  two  miles  from  tile  town,  while  in 
another,  a portion  of  the  town  itself  is  outside  the  Limits,  which  are  not  accurately  defined 
• They  are  said  to  include  the  following  denominations : the  Sheep  Walk,  Grague,  Killarane" 
Brandon  Well,  Kilcieghquane,  Laragh,  Gortaspidale,  and  all  the  commons  of  Ardfert.  The 
parish  of  Ardfert  is  much  larger  than  the  borough,  and  includes  it.  The  copies  of  the 
Down  Survey,  made  by  General  Valiancy,  contain  a map  of  the  parish  and  borough.  . 

2.  There  is  no  charter  of  Incorporation  of  this  borough  on  record,  or  known  to  have  been 
granted.  It  returned  Members  to  Parliament  in  1639,  and  has  always  been  considered  a 
borough  by  prescription.  From  manuscripts  in  the  possession  of  the  Crosbie  family,  who  have 
long  been  the  patrons  of  the  borough,  it  appears,  that  in  1688  an  effort  was  made  by  the 
then  head  of  the  family  to  obtain  a charter,  but  whether  obtained,  or,  if  obtained,  whether 
it  was  accepted  or  acted  upon  by  the  corporation,  has  not  been  further  traced.  It  is 
probable  that  no  such  charter  was  obtained.  The  town  is  spoken  of  in  these  manuscripts 
as  a then  existing  corporation.  The  only  corporate  record  produced  to  me  was  a book  of 
proceedings,  commencing  1742,  but  containing  some  entries  of  an  earlier  date,  apparently 
copied  from  an  older  book.  The  last  entry  is  dated  4th  July  1832.  This  book  was  in  pos- 
session of  Mrs.  Crosbie,  at  Ardfert  Abbey,  as  guardian  to  her  son. 

3.  This  borough  returned  two  Members  to  the  Irish  Parliament,  and  the  fight  of  election 
was  vested  in  the  corporation.  At -the  Union,  £15,000  Compensation  money,  for  the  loss  of 
this  privilege,  was  paid  under  40  Geo.  III.  c.  34,  to  the  trustees  of  the  marriage  settlement 
of  the  late  Earl  of  Glandore,  then  “patron”  of  the  borough. 

4.  For  some  years  after  the  Union,  corporate  meetings  took  place  for  the  election  of  a 
portreeve  and  filling  up  vacancies  amongst  the  burgesses.  These  meetings  were  held  with 
regularity  during  the  life  of  the  late  Lord  Glandore,  principally  with  a view  to  preserve  the 
corporate  property  in  the  commons  from  encroachment,  but  much  also  from  an  anxiety  on 
the  part  ot  his  lordship  to  keep  up  the  name  of  a corporation  in  the  town  ; and,  in  fact,  it 
was  httle  more.  The  portreeve  ,was  generally  his  lordship’s  agent,  and  the  burgesses 
his  visitors  and  friends,  and  the  corporate  meetings  were  scarcely  known  to  the  inhabitants. 
A similar  feeling  seems  principally  to  have  occasioned  any  such  meetings  since  his  death, 
though  held  with  less  regularity,  till  they  have  gradually  fallen  into  total  disuse.  What 
nas  described  in  the  evidence  as  “ the  last  regular  corporate  meeting,”  took  place  in  the 

• vfarr.  w^en  a portreeve  was  elected  and  sworn.  It  consisted  of  three  persons.  Colonel 
Crosbie,  Mr.  Leahey,  the  land  agent,  and  Mr.  Wilson,  the  law  agent  of  the  Crosbie  family. 
And  although  there  is  an  entry  of  the  election  of  a portreeve,  dated  4th  July  183'2,  in  the 
corporation  book  produced,  there  is  now,  in  fact,  no  corporate  officer,  known  as  such,  unless 
the  poundkeeper  may  be  so  considered.  A magistrate  of  the  county  of  Kerry,  who  had  been 
living  close  to  Ardfert  for  10  or  1 1 years,  stated  in  his  examination,  that  until  he  heard  of  an 
address  from  the  ff  portreeve,  burgesses,  and  freemen  of  the  town  of  Ardfert,”  to  his  Majesty, 
on  his  accession  to  the  throne,  which  was  published  in  the  " London  Gazette,”  he  was  not 
<iware  of  the  existence  of  a corporation  in  the  town. 

R ^ corporation  was,  “ The  Portreeve,  Burgesses,  and  Freemen  of  the 

orough  of  Ardfert,  in  the  County  of  Kerry.”  It  consisted  of  a portreeve,  12  burgesses,  and 
an  unlimited  number  of  freemen. 

6.  The  portreeve  was  chosen  on  the  24th  J une,  and  sworn  into  office  on  the  29th  September, 
nil 6 *n  the  corporation  book  show  that  the  freemen,  as  well  as  the  burgesses  occasion- 

, 0rc  Part  ’n  the  election.  The  portreeve  acted  as  a justice  of  the  peace  within  the 
Oro“ghj  held  Courts  Leet,  and  sat  as  judge  in  the  Borough,  or  Portreeve’s  Court.  He 
exercised  the  power  of  appointing  a deputy.  The  portreeve  had  no  salary  or  emoluments, 

■ ceU  *cas  his  court.  The  last  portreeve  who  appears  to  have  been  appointed  with  any 
egree  of  regularity,  was  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kerin,  the  curate  of  the  deanery  of  Ardfert,  but  he 
ever  performed  any  duty  in  connexion  with  the  office.  This  was  in  1826. 

<■  The  Burgesses  were  elected  from  amongst  the  freemen;  being  a freeman  seems  to  have 
V?  °n^  necessaty  qualification.  The  entries  intimate  that  they  were  elected,  sometimes 

■ e burgesses,  and  occasionally  by  the  burgesses  and  freemen. 

R ^orm  eketion  of  Freemen  appears  to  have  been  similar  to  that  of  the  burgesses, 

v 51  ence  was  n°t  a necessary  qualification.  In  the  corporation  book  there  is  a list  of  150 
rge»ses  and  freemen,  in  1714.  The  number  attending,  latterlv,  does  not  appear  to  have 

« any  time  exceeded  four. 

iW  ^le  P°rtreeve  held  a Court  of  Record  and  Courts  Leet,  of  the  proceedings  at  which 
,e  traces  are  very  imperfect. 
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The  Record  Court  seems  to  have  adjourned  from  week  to  week,  and  to  have  proceeded 
by  capias  and  attachment  of  goods.  Juries  were  empannelled.  It  was  stated  that  the  costs 
were  very  heavy,  and  one  instance  was  mentioned  of  an  action  brought  for  the  recovery  of 
£2,  in  which  the  costs  amounted  to  £6  ; this  was  upwards  of  40  years  ago.  No  such  court 
has  been  held  within  the  borough  for  the  last  20  years. 

10.  The  Court  Leet,  called  also  a Court  Borough,  and  Town  Sessions,  was  held  formerly 
four  times  a-year;  latterly,  once  a-month,  but  not  with  regularity.  It  was  held  before  the 
portreeve,  or  his  deputy.  The  Grand  Jury,  sworn  upon  these  occasions,  presented  small 
sums  of  money  to  be  levied  on  the  borough  for  repairs  of  the  pavement  and  other  local 
purposes.  They  also  presented  nuisances,  particularly  encroachments  on  the  commons;  and, 
at  one  period,  they  nominated  appraisers,  applotters,  a constable,  two  serjeants  at  mace,  a 
keeper  of  the  borough  marshalsea,  and  a poundkeeper ; the  latter  officer  is  the  only  one  of 
those  now  known  in  the  borough.  He  was  appointed  about  15  years  ago  by  the  then 
portreeve,  and,  at  the  same  time,  sworn  appraiser. 

11.  By  letters  patent,  bearing  date  6t.h  July,  10  James  I.,  (Rot.  Pat.  10  Jac.  I.p.  l.m.35.)  * 
the  privilege  of  holding  Courts  Baron  and  Courts  Leet,  and  other  manorial  rights,  were  con- 
ferred on  Thomas  Lord  of  Kerry,  then  principal  owner  of  the  district.  The  Earl  of  Listowel, 
as  now  lord  of  the  manor  of  Ardfert,  appoints  a seneschal,  who  holds  a Manor  Court  once 
every  three  weeks  within  the  borough,  for  the  trial  of  actions  of  debt  amounting  to  40s.  of  the 
late  Irish  currency.  The  seneschal  appoints  a clerk  and  a bailiff.  His  jurisdiction  extends 
about  two  miles  and  a half  round  the  town.  The  court  is  held  in  what  was  probably  the  old 
borough  bridewell,  for  the  use  of  which  the  seneschal  pays  the  present  possessor. 

The  course  of  proceeding  and  costs  are  regulated  by  the  General  Manor  Court  Acts. 
Attorneys  from  Tralee,  sometimes,  though  seldom,  attend  this  court.  All  trials  are  by  jury, 
the  jurors  being  summoned  from  the  tenants  of  the  manor  by  the  seneschal  s bailift.  They 
are  bound  by  their  leases  to  attend,  and  liable  to  fines  for  non-attendance.  From  10  to 
12  processes  issue  every  court  day,  but  of  these  not  more  than  two,  on  an  average,  are 
brought  to  trial.  The  whole  number  of  causes  tried  in  a year  does  not  amount  to  30.  The 
seneschal’s  emoluments,  which  arise  solely  from  the  court  fees,  are  now  about  £10  a-year. 
Four  years  ago  they  were  £25 ; the  decrease  is  attributable  to  the  holding  of  petty 
sessions  in  the  town,  and  of  the  county  quarter  sessions  before  the  assistant  barrister  at 
Tralee,  which  is  only  five  miles  distant.  At.  the  Petty  Sessions  Court  the  costs  are  much 
less,  and  at  the  quarter  sessions,  where  the  costs  are  not  much  greater,  the  suitor  has  the  ad- 
vantage of  having  a barrister  to  determine  any  legal  question. 

12.  Under  the  Petty  Sessions  Act,  Petty  Sessions  are  held  in  the  town  once  a fortnight, 
which  are  generally  attended  by  two  or  three  of  the  county  magistrates. 

The  number  of  cases  disposed  of  at  these  sessions,  for  12  months,  ending  lUth  October, 

1833,  ,oo 

On  the  criminal  side,  were  - - 

And,  in  the  same  period,  on  the  civil  side  - 553 


Total 


991 


Attorneys  sometimes  attend  these  sessions  from  Tralee. 

13.  Three  of  the  county  constabulary  are  stationed  in  the  town.  There  is  no  local 
Police. 

14.  From  entries  in  the  corporation  book,  it  appears  that  there  was  a borough  ao , or 

marshalsea,  to  which  the  grand  jury,  at  the  Court  Leet,  appointed  a gaoler  , a p ace.ca  . 
bridewell,  but  not  used  as  such,  still  exists,  the  property  in  which  is  said,  to  e m sp 
between  the  Crosbie  family  and  the  present  possessor;  it  was,  probably,  e rp 
bridewell.  , 

15.  There  is  a School  in  connexion  with  the  London  Hibernian  Society,  attende  J , 
26  children ; and  one  recently  established  by  the  Roman  Catholic  clergyman,  p 
subscription,  partly  by  aid  received  from  the  Commissioners  of  Education,  a 

230  to  270  attend.  There  was  not  any  establishment  of  this  nature  connected  wi 


four  fail  days,  27th MwA 


corporation. 

16.  Tolls  are  collected  on  fair  days  in  -the  town.  There  are  iour  o^C’ivTarrh  The 
Whitmonday,  9th  July,  and  15th  August.  No  fair  is  held  now  on  the  11  • ^ ^ 

tolls  collected  on  the  first  two  days  were  leased  by  the  late  Lord  Gla.ndore,  l ^ ’ erusal 
own  private  property,  to  one  of  his  servants,  at  Is.  a-year  for  31  years,  althoug  , ^ oncetbe 

of  the  manuscripts  before  alluded  to,  there  is  some  reason  to  suppose  t *ese  ^ie 

property  of  the  corporation.  The  present  collector  gave  £100  for  the  m < ei e ^ himself 

He  has,  also,  a lease  of  the  tolls  collected  on  the  other  two  days,  from  a Pels0,  £13 

the  lessee  of  Mr.  Harrene,  the  owner  of  part  of  the  town.  These  latter  pro 
a-year  profit  to  the  collector.  benefit  whatever 

The  collection  of  these  tolls  is  complained  of.  The  inhabitants  derive  no  ^ constant 
from  them.  The  tolls  are  enforced,  in  many  instances,  oppressively,  an  g-  the  toll 
subject  of  dispute,  and  the  disgraceful  system  prevails  of  swearing  peiso  P the  practice 
bars  as  to  whether  they  have  sold  or  not ; when  reprimanded  by  a magistia  ^ u=ed  on 
the  collector  excused  himself  by  saying  that  it  was  not  a Bible,  but  an  a m 
the  occasion.  , . arnount  has  been 

Tolls  are  collected  since  1826,  in  the  altered  currency,  by  which  tnei 
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increased,  and  the  collection  is  not  confined  to  sales  made  in  the  public  fair  ; every  person 
selling  in  his  own  house,  on  the  fair  day,  no  matter  how  small  the  quantity,  is  compelled 
to  pay  toll  to  the  collector.  A schedule  of  these  tolls  is  annexed  as  now  collected.  There 
is  no  schedule  lodged  with  the  clerk  of  the  peace,  as  required  by  57  Geo.  III.  c.  10S,  and 
until  lately  none  was  posted. 

The  above  grant  of  James  I.  to  Thomas  Lord  of  Kerry,  gives  power  to  hold  a market  in 
Ardfert  on  Thursday,  and  a fair  on  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul’s  day  and  the  day  following  with 
a Court  of  Pie  Poudre,  and  the  usual  tolls. 

A Schedule  of  the  Tolls  or  Customs,  payable  at  the  fairs  of  Ardfert. 


Each  Horse  ... 

d, 

9 

„ Cow  - 

0 

„ Calf  .... 

3 

„ Sheep  ... 

. 

1 

„ Lamb 

. 

1 

,,  Goat  ... 

1 

„ Pig  - 

- 

. 

3 

„ Slip  out  of  a rail.  &c.  - 

. 

. 

2 

„ Mule  . 

_ 

6 

„ Ass  .... 

. 

. 

3 

„ Person  selling  at  home  - 

- 

. 

4 

„ Ditto  in  a hired  house  - 

. 

8 

,,  Tent  . 

. 

. 

8 

„ Standing  or  table 

. 

4 

„ Possession  of  wool 

. 

. 

4 

„ Wooden  ware 

. 

4 

„ Tin  ware 

. 

4 

Flannel  or  frize,  per  crown 

- 

3 

Patrick  La  lor, 
Toll  Collector. 

17.  The  only  property  now  admitted  to  belong  to  the  corporation  is  about  200  acres  of  Commons. 
Commons  adjoining  the  town,  and  within  the  coiporation  limits,  valued  by  an  intelligent 

witness  as  worth  £70  a year.  A right  of  commonage  is  exercised  on  these  lands,  by  the  in- 
habitants of  the  town,  but  not  very  strictly  enforced.  How  these  commons  were  originally 
acquired  does  not  appear.  They  were  formerly  very  extensive,  it  is  said  1,800  acres,  though 
this  seems  improbable.  Encroachments  on  these  commons  have  been  made  from  time  to 
time ; to  prevent  which,  and  preserve  the  remnant  of  the  property,  appears  to  have  been,  as 
already  stated,  the  principal  object  with  the  late  Lord  Glandore  in  keeping  up  the  office  of 
portreeve ; and  thfe  more  recent  nominations  of  that  officer  were  made  with  the  same  view. 

In  the  coiporation  books,  several  presentments  are  entered,  as  passed  by  the  leet  grand  jury,  of 
encroachments  on  these  commons,  and  orders  made  to  abate  them.  A very  old  witness  stated 
that  he  remembered  when  there  were  not  20  houses,  or  cabins,  on  the  commons ; there  are  now 
100,  worth,  with  the  land,  about  £200  a-year.  The  encroachments,  though  resisted  by  those 
already  in  possession  of  part,  and  the  occasion  of  constant  disputes,  have  greatly  increased  of 
late,  and  are  still  going  on.  Nor  are  they  confined  to  the  poor.  It  is  said  20  or  30  acres 
have  been  taken  in  within  the  last  twenty  years.  The  late  Lord  Glandore  caused  eject- 
ments to  be  brought,  about  20  years  ago,  against  the  holders  of  part  of  these  commons,  but 
was  unsuccessful.  The  persons  now  in  occupation  are,  of  course,  free  from  rent,  and  they 
also  escape  all  county  taxes.  It  is  to  be  wished  that  the  remaining  portion  of  these  commons 
should  he  enclosed,  and  applied  to  some  useful  public  puipose,  in  connexion  with  the  town  of 
Ardfert,  and  immediate  steps  taken  to  prevent  further  encroachments. 

It  has  been  suggested  as  desirable  to  revive  the  corporation  with  this  view;  but  it  is  evident 
there  are  not  materials  for  a corporation  in  so  small  and  poor  a community ; and,  for  the 
preservation  of  the  commons,  it  would  seem  sufficient  to  vest  them  in  trustees,  for  such  uses  as 
might  be  deemed  advantageous  to  the  inhabitants.  For  all  purposes  of  local  government  the 
county  magistracy  are  sufficient. 

18.  Ardfert  is  a poor  and  declining  village,  without  trade  or  manufacture.  There  are  but  State  of  the  Town, 
five  slated  houses  in  it;  and  of  houses,  worth  with  the  land  annexed  £10  a-year  each;  there 

are  not  more  than  20.  The  number  of  thatched  cabins  in  the  town  is  from  80  to  100. 

The  entire  parish  of  Ardfert  contains,  by  the  Population  Returns  of  1831, 3,585  inhabitants; 
the  town,  717. 

JOHN  R.  CORBALLIS. 

Inquiry  held  at  Ardfert,  the  19th  day  of  October  1833. 
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AS  KEATON. 


BOROUGH  OF  ASKEATON. 


1.  THE  Limits  of  the  Borough  of  Askeaton  are  very  small,  extending  only  a short  distance  Limits. 
round  the  town.  By  its  charter  of  incorporation,  the  town  and  “ all  the  lands,  houses,  &c. 
within  it,  and  within  the  precincts  thereof,  are  made  a free  borough.”  The  mears’  and 
bounds,  as  observed  and  kept  from  the  year  1692  to  1739,  are  set  forth  in  minute  detail  in 
tie  corporation  book  of  the  latter  year. 

The  parish  of  Askeaton  is  much  more  extensive. 

-■  The  borough  was  incorporated  by  a Charter,  granted  in  the  eleventh  year  of  Kincr  Charter,  and  its 
James  I.,  the  provisions  of  which  resemble  those  generally  contained  in  the  charters  ^ranted  Plov>sions. 
by  that  monarch  to  the  then  newly  incorporated  towns  in  Ireland.  The  corporation  was 
made  to  consist  of  a provost  and  12  free  burgesses,  who  were  empowered  to  return  two 
Members  to  Parliament,  the  principal  object  for  which  the  town  was  incorporated.  The 
election  of  the  provost  was  directed  to  be  annual,  by  and  from  amongst  the  free  burgesses. 

Vacancies  in  the  number  of  free  burgesses  were  to  be  filled  up  by  the"provost  and  free  bur- 
gesses, from  amongst  the  “ better  and  more  honest  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  borough." 

The  burgesses  held  for  life.  The  coiporation  were  empowered  to  have  a Court  of  Record 
to  be  held  before  the  provost  on  every  Monday  in  each  week,  for  the  trial  of  all  actions 
personal,  to  the  extent  of  five  marks  ; these,  with  the  ordinary  powers  of  making  bye-laws, 
imposing  fines,  appointing  serjeants  at  mace  and  other  inferior  municipal  officers,  are  the 
leading  provisions  of  the  charter.  It  is  enrolled.  (Rot.  Pat.  11  Jac.  I.  p.  1.  m.  36.) 

3.  The  Title  of  the  corporation  was  “ The  Provost,  Free  Burgesses,  and  Commonalty  of  Title, 
the  Borough  of  Askeaton/’ 

4.  The  corporation,  which  from  the  principle  of  self-election  in  its  constitution  at  once  Extinction  of.  the 
became  a perfectly  close  borough,  continued  to  act  under  this  charter  until  the  Union,  when  Corporation. 

jt  lost  the  privilege  of  returning  Members  to  Parliament. 

A sum  of  £15,000,  Compensation  Money,  was  paid  by  the  commissioners  under  the  Union  Compcn- 
40  Geo.  III.  c.  34,  to  the  following  persons,  in  the  proportions  annexed  to  their  respective  sation. 
names : 


Earl  of  Carrick £6,S50 

The  Trustees  of  the  will  of  Hugh  Lord  Massey,  to  the  uses  of 

his  will  ---------  6,S50 

Sir  Joseph  Hoare,  Baronet  ------  200 

Sir  Vere  Hunt,  Baronet 1,100 


Lords  Carrick  and  Massey  were  the  patrons  of  the  borough.  This  corporation  lias  since 
become  extinct ; and  at  the  time  of  our  visit  so  little  was  known  of  it  in  the  town,  that  we 
found  it  difficult  to  obtain  any  evidence  of  its  former  existence ; no  corporate  meeting  had  been 
known  to  have  taken  place,  or  any  corporate  officer  to  have  been  appointed  since  the  Union. 

The  Provost’s  Court,  which  had  been  held  previously,  had  fallen  into  total  disuse,  and  there 
was  no  trace  to  be  found  of  any  corporate  property. 

Entries  in  the  Corporation  Book,  which  is  at  Limerick,  in  the  possession  of  the  law  agent  Corporation  Book, 
of  Lords  Carrick  and  Massey,  state  that  a provost  and  deputy  provost  were  chosen  at  a 
court  held  in  1804;  this  is  the  last  entry  of  any  corporate  proceedings.  Neither  of  these 
officers  appears  to  have  acted  in  the  borough  after  their  appointment.  The  power  of  appointing 
a deputy  provost  is  not  given  by  the  charter.  Freemen  were  admitted  in  1775. 

The  name  of  common  council  occurs  in  the  proceedings;  whether  this  was  a body 
distinct  from  the  provost  and  burgesses,  or  only  another  designation  of  them,  does  not 
appear. 

A schedule  of  customs  and  duties  as  collected  by  the  corporation,  is  given  in  this  book ; 
and,  by  a resolution  of  the  body  in  1797,  a custom  duty  of  6s.  is  imposed  on  every  sloop  or 
larae  vessel  anchoring  within  the  precincts  of  the  corporation,  and  6d.  on  every  boat. 

u e cannot  trace  from  what  authority  this  was  derived,  or  whether  enforced,  or  to  what 
purpose  applied.  Tolls  are  now  collected  in  the  town,  but  are  stated  to  be  private  property, 
oner  to  hold  a market  on  Wednesday  and  Saturday,  and  a fair  on  the  20th  July  and  day 
allowing,  in  Askeaton,  was  granted  by  James  I.  to  Sir  Francis  Berkeley.  (Pat.  8 Jac.  I. 

P-l.m.  17.)  5 J 


5.  A Seneschal’s  Court  was  held  within  the  borough  until  within  the  last  three,  years.  Seneschal's  Court, 
he  seneschal  was  appointed  by  Sir  Matthew  Blackiston,  lord  of  the  manor  of  Askeaton, 
w >eh  is  considerably  more  extensive  than  the  borough.  The  jurisdiction  of  the  court 
extgded  to  £10  Irish.  This  court  has  been  discontinued  in  consequence  of  the  establish- 
ment  of  Petty  sessions  in  the  town,  to  which  the  principal  business  was  transferred. 

6-  Petty  Sessions  are  held  once  a fortnight,  at  which  claims  for  labourers’  wages  and  petty  Petty  Sessions, 
assaults  are  disposed  of,  generally  before  two,  three,  or  four  county  magistrates;  and  cases 
0t  importance  are  tried  at  the  quarter  sessions  for  the  county,  which  sits  at  Rathkeale, 


'•  c.  i; 
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Police. 

Schools. 

State  and  Pros- 
pects of  the  Town. 


five  miles  distant,  four  times  in  the  year.  Six  of  the  county  constabulary  nr*  , . 

the  town.  * tatlonedm 


7.  There  are  two  Schools ; one  established  by  the  Protestant,  and  the  other  hv  tVm  i? 

Catholic  clergyman  of  the  parish.  ^ oniai1 

8.  The  town  is  conveniently  situated  for  trade  from  having  the  advantage  of  a river  nas  ' 

through  it  to  the  Shannon,  by  which  vessels  of  small  burden  can  come  up  to  the  town  aUhf 
tide.  The  trade  in  corn  is  increasing ; but  the  town  is  said  not  to  be  improving.  ^ 

The  Population  Returns  of  1831  state  that  the  town  contains  1,515  inhabitants;  and  th 
number  of  inhabited  houses  appears,  by  the  same  authority,  to  be  247,  but  of  these  about  9ft 
only  are  slated. 

The  number  of  families  employed  in  agriculture,  by  the  same  Returns,  is  108. 

Of  families  chiefly  employed  in  trade,  manufactures,  and  handicraft,  118. 

There  are  not  any  circumstances  calling  for  the  revival  of  corporate  institutions  in  so  small 
a community. 


MAZIERE  BRADY. 
JOHN  R.  CORBALLIS. 


Inquiry  held  at  Askeaton,  14th  October  1833. 
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ATHENRY. 


BOROUGH  OF  ATHENRY. 


1.  THE  Limits  of  the  Borough  of  Athenry  comprise  the  town  and  a surrounding  agricul-  Limits. 
tural district,  of  considerable  extent,  called  “The  Liberties,”  reaching  on  the  west  towards  the 

village  of  Oranmore,  about  three  and  a half  Irish  miles,  and  in  other  directions  about  one. 

The  boundaries  are  not  accurately  defined.  A map  described,  in  the  Reports  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Public  Records  in  Ireland,  (voL  i.  p.  502,)  as  a map  of  the  liberties  of  Athenry,  is 
extant  amongst  the  Down  Survey  maps  in  the  surveyor  general’s  office,  Dublin ; but  on 
examination  of  this  map  it  was  found  to  contain  only  a certain  portion  of  the  liberties, 
together  with  the  town,  surveyed  for  the  purpose  of  a grant  from  the  Government  of  the 
period  (1657.)  The  following  note  is  affixed  thereto : “Note.  That  the  lands  unto  which 
this  hath  reference  is  thus  bounded,  viz. : on  the  north,  by  the  lands  of  Carnone,  Cahirmac- 
crenoge,  Carrowtubber,  Cloonebulleagh,  and  Kilcornan;  on  the  east,  by  the  lands  of 
Glones  alias  Glewes,  Bruskagh  and  Raghcurgan ; on  the  south,  by  the  lands  of  Moade, 

Polenahane,  Monahege,  Ballinmeda;  and  oi.  the  west,  by  the  lands  of  Aghram.”  But  the 
townlands  ofCarnane,  Cahir-mac-Crenoge,  Carrowtubber,  Cloonebulleagh,  Glewes,  and  Balli- 
nameda,  so  mentioned  as  bounding  the  lands  surveyed,  are  all  stated  on  the  same  map  to  be 
“of  the  parish  liberties  and  half-barony  of  Athenry.” 

2.  This  borough  is  very  ancient,  and  was  for  some  time  after  the  first  settlement  of  the  Charters. 
English  in  Ireland  a place  of  considerable  consequence,  There  was  a Murage  Grant  made 

to  the  “bailiffs  and  honest  men  of  Athenry,”  in  4 Edward  II.,  (14th  October  1310,)  from  Murage  Grant, 
the  language  of  which  it  would  appear  that  the  borough  had  been  previously  incorporated.  Edward  II. 

It  probably  exists  by  prescription.  Writs  of  the  1st,  4th,  8th,  and  18th  years  of  Richard  II.' 
are  extant.,  showing  that  it  then  returned  Members  to  Parliament. 

There  is  a Fiant  for  a Charter  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  the  rolls  office,  without  date,  Fiant  of  Queen 
but  reciting  her  letters  from  Greenwich,  of  the  20th  May,  in  the  sixteenth  year  of  her  reign,  Elizabeth. 
(1574,)  by  which  she  grants  to  the  portreeve  (or  provost)  and  burgesses  of  Athenry,  the  power 
of  choosing  a provost  at  the  time  and  in  manner  hereinafter  mentioned ; of  appointing  a common 
clerk,  and  “ all  officers  as  Trim  used of  holding  a Hundred  Court  once  a fortnight  for  all 
pleas,  real  as  well  as  personal,  save  and  except  rape,  arson,  forestalling,  and  treasure  trove,  as 
in  Trim,  and  another  court  from  day  to  day,  for  all  pleas  and  actions  of  debt,  as  Trim  used 
and  had ; to  have  a gaol  ; to  have  an  assize  of  bread  and  all  other  victuals,  and  all  profits 
thereon ; to  have  the  return  of  all  writs,  with  a non-intromittent  clause  as  to  all  other  the 
Queens’  officers  and  servants,  except  in  default  of  the  provost.  Express  power  was  given  to 
punish  all  affrays  and  bloodshedding,  and  all  regraters,  by  fine  or  imprisonment  in  the 
borough  gaol.  The  provost  or  his  deputy  with  other  discreet  men,  to  be  chosen  for  that 
purpose,  were  empowered  to  raise  talliages  and  subsidies  for  the  uses  of  the  corporation. 

Exemption  from  arrest,  except  for  debts,  &c.  contracted  within  the  town;  freedom  from 
pontage,  murage,  and  other  the  like  customs  and  impositions,  for  all  their  goods  throughout 
the  kingdom,  “ as  Trim  used,”  and  exemption  from  serving  on  juries  out  of  the  liberties,  or 
from  being  indicted  out  of  the  town,  were  conferred  on  the  provost  and  burgesses.  A Court 
of  Conscience  with  jurisdiction  as  far  as  6d.,  power  to  hold  Fairs,  and  a Court  of  Pie 
Poudre,  were  also  given.  The  provost  was  enabled  to  call  four  or  more  of  his  fellow  burgesses 
to  assist  his  judgment,  in  case  of  difficulty.  He  was  created  a justice  of  the  peace  within  the 
bounds  and  liberties  and  “ cross  of  the  same.”  He  was  empowered  to  summon,  array,  and 
assess  all  persons  within  and  without  the  liberties  and  cross  of  the  same,  in  defence  of  the  town 
and  for  the  preservation  of  the  peace,  according  to  the  statutes  of  Wilton,  Kilkenny,  and 
Ihiblm,  and  all  former  privileges  and  immunities  were  thereby  further  confirmed. 

By  another  Fiant,  bearing  cfate "8th  July,  in  the  same  year,  also  in  the  rolls  office,  the  Queen 
panted  to  the  portreeve  and  burgesses  the  site  and  precincts  of  the  monastery  of  St  Dominick’s 
Abbey  of  Athenry,  commonly  called  “ The  Preaching  Friars,”  with  other  lands  and  premises  in 
the  county  of  Galway.  And  in  1 578,  by  a further  grant  to  the  portreeve,  burgesses,  and  commons 
pf  Athenry,  the  rectories  of  Mountermoroghe  Killmakryan,  and  divers  other  rectories  and  tithes 
!n  county  of  Galway,  the  abbey  of  Mayo,  in  the  county  Mayo,  and  the  Grange  of  O’Fallon, 
m “e  county  of  Roscommon,  were  conferred  upon  them. 

In  the  troubles  of  the  subsequent  periods  these  possessions  and  privileges  would  seem  to  have 
wome  forfeited;  for  King  Charles  II.,  by  his  Letters  under  privy  seal,  bearing  date  the  26th  Letters  of  King 
June,  thirteenth  year  ofhis  reign,  (1662,)  and  enrolled  in  the  rolls  office,  (14  Car.  II.  p.  3.  m.22.)  Lliarles  11. 
feciting  the  petition  “ of  the  ancient  inhabitants,  natives,  and  freemen  of  the  old  corporation 
« Athenry;”  and  that  they  had  been  « constant  in  their  adherence  to  the  Lord  Marquis  of 
p unricard’s  directions,  being  governor,  by  commission  of  his  royal  father,  of  the  county  of 
Galway  j”  and  further  reciting  « that  a great  part  of  the  said  town  chiefly  belonged  to  the 
• ^Bat-on  Athenry,  for  whose  restitution  he  had  provided;”  orders,  “ that  the  said  baron, 
bitants,  and  freemen,  excepting  such  as  had  been  disloyal  and  disobedient  to  bis  govern- 
ment, should  be  forthwith  restored  and  established  in  thepossession  of  the  said  town  and 
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Title. 
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Portreeve,  liow 
elected. 


Deputy. 


Functions  and 
Emoluments. 


Burgesses,  Number 
of ; how  elected. 


corporation,  together  with  all  and  every  their  rights,  interests,  and  estates,  and  all  tl  • 
freedoms,  privileges,  and  immunities  therein  and  thereunto  belonging and'  the  barons  f 
the  Court  of  Exchequer  were  required  thereby  " to  cause  all  sums  of  money  and  other  matt  °' 
remaining  in  charge  upon  the  said  premises,  or  any  part  thereof  in  that  court,  bv  reason”? 
any  acting  of  the  usurped  power,  to  be  vacated  and  put.  out  of  charge;”  and  persons  derivi°<! 
from  the  " late  usurped  power”  were  required  to  permit  the  petitioners  to  possess  and  enio^ 
the  said  premises  without  interruption.  J -v 

A Charter  was  granted  to  Athenry  by  James  II.,  in  the  fourth  year  of  his  reitm,  recitino 
seizure  into  the  king’s  hands,  in  the  Court,  of  Exchequer,  of  the  former  corporate  franchised 
but  this  does  not  appear  to  have  been  accepted  or  acted  upon.  It  is  enrolled.  (Rot.  pat’ 
4 Jac.  II.  p.  1.  m.  52.) 

No  charter  is  found  on  record  as  having  actually  issued  on  the  Fiant  of  Queen  Elizabeth 
before  mentioned ; but  the  Fiant  is  looked  upon  as  of  equal  authority,  and  is  that  under 
which  the  officers  still  profess  to  act,  although  several  of  its  most  important  provisions  have 
fallen  into  total  disuse. 

None  of  the  originals  of  the  foregoing  grants  nor  any  copies  of  them  are  in  the  possession 
of  the  coiporation. 

There  was  but  one  book  of  proceedings  of  the  corporation  produced  to  me.  It  contains 
a few  irregular  entries  of  modern  date,  and  an  abstract  of  the  Fiant  of  Elizabeth. 

3.  The  Title  of  the  corporation  is,  “ The  Portreeve,  Burgesses,  and  Freemen  of  the  Corpo- 
ration of  the  Town  and  Liberties  of  Athenry,”  and  the  corporate  body  consists  of  a portreeve 
or  provost,  burgesses,  and  freemen.  The  number  of  the  burgesses  or  freemen  is  not  defined 
by  charter  or  usage. 

4.  The  Fiant  of  Elizabeth  empowers  the  provost  or  portreeve  and  burgesses  to  appoint  a 
“ common  clerk,”  and  all  “ such  other  necessary  servants  as  Trim  used ;”  but  the  only  officers 
now  known,  besides  the  portreeve,  are, 

A Serjeant  at  Mace, 

Craner, 

Poundkeeper, 

Two  Appraisers,  and 
A Bellman. 

5.  By  the  Fiant.  of  Elizabeth  it  is  provided  that  the  provost  should  be  chosen  on  the  feast 
of  the  exaltation  of  the  Holy  Cross  (14th  September)  by  the  provost  or  his  deputy  for  the 
time  being,  and  the  major  part  of  the  burgesses.  He  was  required  to  he  " one  of  the 
burgesses  then  resident,”  and  to  be  sworn  at  the  time  of  his  election,  or  if  absent,  as  soon  as 
he  should  return,  or  his  deputy,  in  case  of  his  absence,  before  the  feast  of  St.  Michael, 
so  as  to  begin  the  execution  of  his  office  on  that  day.  An  election  of  portreeve  now  takes 
place  by  the  portreeve  and  burgesses  on  the  14th  September,  in  each  year.  The  portreeve 
elected  is  one  of  three  burgesses  put  in  nomination  on  the  preceding  day,  by  the  same  body ; 
he  is  not  now  sworn  in  till  the  29th  September,  when  he  enters  upon  office,  and  continues  for 
a year.  The  present  portreeve  has  been  re-elected  every  year  since  1817. 

The  portreeve  has  a power  to  appoint  a Deputy,  in  his  Absence,  from  amongst  the 
burgesses,  “ for  whom  he  should  be  answerable and  the  present  portreeve  had  been 
deputy  to  his  predecessor,  who  had  in  like  manner  been  re-elected  for  a number  of  years.  He 
has  never  appointed  a deputy.  In  fact.,  the  election  is  merely  formal ; the  portreeve  being 
in  reality  nominated  by  Theophilus  Blakeney,  Esq.  of  Abbert,  a gentleman  residing  in  the 
neighbourhood,  and  described  by  the  portreeve,  in  his  evidence,  as  the  “owner  of  the  borough 
and  .of  the  corporation  property  in  the.  town.” 

6.  Several  of  the  various  Functions  given  to  the  portreeve  have  fallen  into  disuse,  but  he 
still  acts  as  a justice  of  the  peace,  and  clerk  of  the  market  within  the  borough  limits,  ana 
presides,  as  sole  judge,  in  the  Borough  Court ; his  Emoluments  arise  from  certain,  court  fees 
amounting  probably  to  about  £30  a-year  ; from  the  receipt  of  the  tolls  of  the  town  wkic 
are  about  £40,  and  the  rent,  of  certain  plots  of  land,  at  present  producing  £3  10s-  late  Jns 
currency ; he  has,  besides,  the  use  of  the  Tholsel  Court  as  a residence,  which  is  valued  at 
£15  per  annum.  The  whole  income  of  the  office  may  be  thus  estimated  at  about  jw. 
As  portreeve,  he  has,  under  Mr.  Blakeney,  the  patron  of  the  borough,  the  appomtnien 
to  all  the  corporate  offices.  The  provost  and  burgesses  of  Athenry  are,  by  the  riant  o 
Elizabeth,  free  of  all  murage,  pavage,  pontage,  and  all  other  the  like  customs  and  impositions, 
for  all  their  goods  throughout  the  kingdom  as  Trim  used;  and  in  the  charter  of  Henry  \ ^ ■ 
to  the  corporation  of  Galway,  there  is  a special  ■ saving  to  the  provost  and  burgesses^ 
Athenry  of  their  accustomed  franchises  and  privileges  in  the  town  and  port  of  Gaiy* 
Exemption  from  toll  was  recently  claimed  by  the  present  portreeve  at  Galway,  un 
this  authority,  but  the  claim  was  not  admitted. 

7.  The  Fiant  does  not  determine  the  mode  of  Election  of  the  Burgesses  or  their  number- 
They  are  in  form  nominated  on  one  day,  elected  the  next,  and  sworn  on  the  29th  oep  e • 
They  hold  their  office  for  life.  Except  the  nominal  part  they  take  in  the  e*ectl0“  func. 
portreeve  and  fellow  burgesses,  at  the  annuaf'meetings  in  September,  they  have  ^ 
tions,  and  enjoy  no  privileges  or  emoluments  whatsoever,  save  exemption  from 

of  the  town.  . . tjje 

There  are  supposed  to  be,  20  burgesses  now  living,  five  only  of  whom, 
portreeve,  are  resident ; of  these  five,  three  were  elected  or  rather  nominated  by  P ^ 
within  the  Jast  two  years,  a certain  number  of  burgesses  being  necessary,  35  s * w^ere 
portreeve,  to  constitute  a corporate  meeting.  The  three  persons  so  nominated  y 
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},is  son  and  two  cousins.  The  usual  number  attending  is  three  or  four,  with  the  port- 
jeeve. 

8.  The  portreeve  and  burgesses  had  the  return  of  two  Members  to  the  Irish  Parliament, 
for  the  loss  of  which  privilege  £15,000,  Compensation  money,  were  paid  at  the  Union  to  the 
irustees  of  the  marriage  settlement  of  Theophiius  Blakeney/Esq.,  the  patron  of  the  borough. 

9.  No  Freemen  have  been  admitted  of  late,  and  there  are  but  three  now  living.  There  is 
bo  recognised  title  to  freedom ; none  of  the  present  freemen  have  ever  attended  any  corporate 
meeting,  though  said  to  be  entitled  to  do  so.  The  only  privilege  freemen  enjoy  is  that  of 
lenw  free  of  tolls  in  the  town. 

10.  The  serjeant  at  mace,  craner,  poundkeeper,  appraisers,  and  bellman  are  all  appointed 
annually,  by  the  portreeve.  The  same  individuals  are  always  reappointed  and  resworn  every 
year  at  Michaelmas. 

11.  The  Duty  of  the  Serjeant  at  Mace  is  to  serve  the  process  and  execute  the  decrees  of  the 
Borough  Court,  for  the  performance  of  which  he  receives  a fee,  varying  without  any  fixed 
nile  from  Sd.  to  2 s.  G d.,  according  to  the  amount  of  the  debt,  the  distance  at  which  the 
process  is  to  be  served,  and  the  trouble  he  may  be  put  to.  Some  years  ago  these  fees 
.'mounted  to  about  £30  a-year,  they  do  not  now  exceed  £5;  when  goods  are  brought  to 
sale  under  a decree,  which  is  a rare  occurrence,  the  serjeant  at  mace  acts  as  auctioneer,  for 
which  he  receives  a fee  of  2s.  The  serjeant  at  mace  also  summons  juries  when  required. 
Complaints  were  made  of  the  dilatoriness  of  this  officer  in  executing  the  decrees  of  the 
court;  but,  on  investigation  of  the  cases,  any  delay  appeared  rather  to  arise  from  a lenient 
feeling  towards  the  debtor,  than  from  a corrupt  motive  in  the  officer.  The  want  of  any  fixed 
jule  in  the  amount  of  fees  to  be  paid  to  him,  may  lead  to  oppression. 

12.  The  duties  of  the  Craner  or  weighmaster,  besides  those  which  the  name  of  the  office 
indicates,  are  to  assist,  the  portreeve  in  the  examination  of  weights  and  measures  in  the  town. 
His  emoluments,  which  arise  from  cranage  fees,  are  about  £6  a-year.  These  fees  consist  in 
part,  of  a charge  on  weighing  potatoes,  notwithstanding  the  prohibition  of  the  25  Geo.  II. 
c.  15.  s.  12. 

13.  The  Poundkeeper  has  no  salary;  his  fees  are  those  prescribed  by  the  Pound- 
keeper’s  Act,  6 Geo.  IV.  c.  43. 

14.  By  the  provisions  of  the.  Fiant  of  Elizabeth,  the  corporation  is  empowered  to  hold 
a “ Hundred  Court  before  the  provost  or  his  deputy  from  fortnight  to  fortnight,  and  another 
court  from  day  to  day,  from  hour  to  hour,  and  from  lime  to  time,  and  to  hold  a Court  of 
Pleas  as  Trim  used  to  do..”  A court  called  a Town  Court  or  the  Portreeve’s  Court  is  now  held 
as  often  as  there  is  any  business  to  be  done,  which  is  latterly  very  seldom.  It  is  held  gene- 
rally on  Monday,  not  iu  any  fixed  court-house  or  place,  but  in  diilerent  parts  of  the  town. 
The  portreeve  presides;  he  is  not  a professional  person,  nor  is  it  required  by  the  charters _ 
that  lie  should  be  so.  It  is  a court  for  all  pleas,  real  and  personal,  to  an  unlimited  amount. 
The  mode  of  proceeding  is : alter  demand  and  refusal  of  the  debt,  the  creditor  serves  a 
copy  of  his  account,  setting  forth  the  particulars  of  his  demand,  on  the  portreeve,  and  makes 
an  affidavit  of  the  debt,  and  that  the  party  has  goods  within  the  jurisdiction,  whereupon  an 
attachment  is  issued  by  the  portreeve  against  the  debtor’s  goods ; this  writ  is  executed  by  the 
serjeant  at  mace.  Cattle  seized  are  brought  to  the  borough  pound,  other  effects  to  the  tholsel 
house,  unless  the  debtor  give  security  either  to  pay  the  debt  or  appear  at  the  trial.  The 
security  is  given  to  the  portreeve,  who  thereupon  considers  himself  responsible  to  the  party 
for  the  amount  of  the  debt.  If  the  debt  is  disputed,  a jury  of  12  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  is  summoned  by  the  serjeant  at  mace  and  sworn,  and  the  trial  proceeds  in  the  ordinary 
way.  The  jurors  are  generally  the.  same  individuals.  There  are  no  formal  pleadings ; in  four 
uays  after  the  trial  the  plaintiff,  if  successful,  is  entitled  to  a decree,  and,  unless  in  case  of  an 
adjournment,  the  whole  suit,  from  the  issuing  of  the.  attachment  to  the  levying  of  the  execu- 
tion, does  not  occupy  more  than  ten  days. 

There  are  no  regular  court  fees.  The  portreeve  stated  his  rule  to  be,  to  require  from  Is.  to 
Ss.,  varying  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  the  debt,  as  a fee  on  issuing  the  “ action,’’  and 
h.  in  the  pound  from  the  defendant  on  the  decree  ; 5s.  is  payable  to  the  portreeve  by  the 
defendant  for  a dismiss. 

15.  There  does  not  seem,  however,  to  be  any  uniform  practice  as  to  the  amount  of  these 

J*8,  One  instance  occurred  recently,  where  on  a decree  for  £37  10s.  the  portreeve  required 
9 ’ ^kile  on  another  for  £2  19s.  7d.  he  actually  received  15s.  for  the  decree,  besides 

~s-  6a.  paid  for  the  action,  or  attachment,  in  the  first  instance.  Great  and  well  founded 

uiplaints  are  made  of  these  exactions,  for  such  they  are,  as  welL  as  of  a discretionary  power 
claimed  by  the  portreeve,  of  issuing  or  altogether  withholding  the  writs  at  his  pleasure. 

A recent  case  occurred  in  which  this  discretion  seems  to  have  been  exercised  in  an 
Wraordinary  manner.  An  application  had  been  made  to  the  portreeve  by  a tradesman  of 
‘jje  town  for  an  “ action,”  to  recover  a sum  of  £37  from  a neighbouring,  gentleman.  When 

e application  was  first  cnade,  the  portreeve  (between  whom  and  the  debtor  there  existed  a 
pccvious  intimacy)  was  assured  by  the  latter  that  no  such  money  was  due,  and  that  he  had 
5 r€ceipt  from  the  claimant  for  the  amount;  upon. which  the  portreeve,  without  further 
j^iry,  peremptorily  refused  the  writ,  although  the  usual- fee  (of  5s.)  was  tendered  to  him 
The  claimant  stated,  that  being  from  poverty  unable  to  proceed  in  the  superior 
he  lost  the  debt.  Strange  as  this  statement  must  appear,,  the  portreeve  not  only 
--dils  truth,  but  justified  himself  on  these  grounds : that  it  was  to  prevenUitigation ; 
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that  the  debtor  had  threatened  to  sue  out  a certiorari  to  remove  the  action,  which  would  ha 
put  him  (the  portreeve)  to  the  trouble  and  expense  of  employing  professional  aid,  to  enable 
him  to  make  a proper  return ; and  that  he  did  not  think  it  fit  to  arrest  the  goods  of  a 
gentleman  who  had  a receipt  to  produce  ; admitting,  however,  that  he  did  not  see  the  alleged 
receipt.  The  mode  of  administering  justice  in  this  court,  is  a subject  of  general  dissatisfac- 
tion to  the  town  and  liberties,  and  indeed  cannot  be  too  strongly  censured. 

Causes  are  sometimes  removed  by  certiorari  to  the  superior  courts;  only  three  of  these 
writs  have  been  issued  in  the  last  16  years.  There  are  now  no  attorneys  regularly  practising 
in  the  court;  formerly  there  were.  They  were  sworn  and  admitted  practitioners  of  the  Cor- 
poration Court. 

The  number  of  actions  issued  from  the-  1st  January  18.32  to  the  21st  September  1833,  wa$ 
about  20,  of  which  14  went  to  trial.  The  sums  for  which  those  proceedings  were  instituted 
varied  from  £1  to  £37,  but  by  far  the  greater  part  under  £10. 

The  assistant  barrister  for  the  county  Galway  sits  for  the  district  in  which  Athcnry  is 
situated,  at  Loughrea,  Gort,  and  Eyre  Court.  Loughrea  is  about  12,  Gort  18,  and  Evre 
Court  30  statute  miles  from  Athenry ; notwithstanding  the  necessary  inconvenience  to  the 
suitors  of  attending  at  these  distances,  causes  are  brought  to  the  Assistant  Barrister’s  Court 
from  the  borough  limits ; a circumstance  which,  of  itself  proves  the  dissatisfaction  of  the 
inhabitants  with  the  Borough  Court. 

16.  There  is  no  Criminal  Jurisdiction  now  exercised  by  the  corporation,  except  so  far  as  the 
portreeve  acts  in  his  character  of  justice  of  the  peace. 

17-  Petty  Sessions  are  held  in  the  town  every  Friday,  which  are  attended  generallv  bv 
three  of  the  county  Magistrates,  one  of  whom  stated,  that,  as  a county  magistrate,  he  had  no 
right  to  act.  within  the  borough,  and  never  did.  The  portreeve  does  not  attend  the?? 
sessions.  Petty  assaults,  malicious  trespasses,  and  claims  for  servants’  and  labourers’  waves 
are  disposed  of. 

The  number  of  criminal  cases  disposed  of  at  petty  sessions,  from  the  21st  Sep- 


tember 1832  to  20th  September  1833,  was  -----  443 

And  of  civil  proceedings 604 


Total  - 1052 

IS.  There  is  no  local  Police,  unless  the  serjeant  at  mace  can  be  so  considered.  A few  of 
the  county  constabulary  are  stationed  in  the  town.  The  streets  are  repaired  by  county 
presentment.  The  town  is  not  lighted. 

19.  The  Fiant  of  Elizabeth  enables  the  corporation  to  have  a Gaol,  and  empowers  th» 
portreeve  to  appoint  a gaoler.  It  is  said  there  was  a gaol  formerly  in  the  town,  but  there  is 
none  at  present.  The  want  of  some  place  of  temporary  confinement  is  complained  of  by  the 
county  magistrates,  who,  in  case  of  a committal  late  in  the  evening,  are,  in  consequence,  either 
obliged  to  detain  the  prisoner  in  the  police  barrack  for  the  night,  or ’transmit  him  to  the  county 
gaol  at  Galway,  a distance  of  14  miles. 

20.  There  are  three  Fairs  in  the  year;  that  held  in  July  is  considerable;  and  there  is  a 
weekly  Market. 


The  following  grants  of  fairs  and  markets  to  be  held  in  this  borough,  appear  on  record  : 

Fairs  and  Markets. 

Market  on  St.  John's 
Day. 


Date  of  Grant. 

Enrolment. 

Grantee. 

8th  July  1574. 

Fiant,  16  Elizabeth. 

Corporation. 

13th  April  1629. 

Rot.  Pat.  5 Charles  I. 

Sir  Will.  Parsons, 

p.  1.  m.  3.  d. 

Bart. 

Market  on  Saturday, 
and  Fair  18th  October 
and  day  following. 

21.  The  Property  of  the  corporation,  which  appears  by  the  ancient  grants  before  referred 
to,  to  have  been  once  so  extensive,  now  consists  of  merely, 

The  tholsel  house,  said  to  be  worth  about  £15  per  annum  ; 

Two  plots  of  ground,  now  producing  a rent  of  £3  Kb.  late  Irish  currency  ; . 

The  tolls  of  the  town,  worth  about  £40 ; 

And  the  borough  pound. 

The  whole  of  the  above,  except  the  pound,  were  demised  to  the  present  portreeve,!))' 
Mr.  Blakeney,  at  Is.  a year  for  the  term  of  his  (the  portreeve’s)  life,  and  seven  years. 
lease  was  not  produced  to  me. 

It  is  calculated  that  the  plots  of  ground,  if  out  of  lease,  would,  by  putting  the  cottages  on 
them  in  repair,  produce  about  £50  per  annum. 

It  was  stated  on  the  authority  of  a deceased  portreeve,  that  a strip  of  ground  18  feet,  all 
round  the  ancient  walls  of  the  town,  was  corporate  property.  , 

The  large  possessions  of  this  corporation  conferred  by  Queen  Elizabeth  have  long 
alienated.  The  site  of  St.  Dominick’s  Abbey  is  now  part  of  the  estate  of  a neign  ou 
magistrate  of  the  county. 

The  entire  present  income  of  the  corporation  is  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  portreeve.^ 

The  only  instrument  appearing  to  be  registered  as  an  act  of  the  corporation,  is  a ea^ 
house  within  the  borough,  bearing  date  1st  May  1738,  from  the  portreeve  and  burghs  ' 
jhe borough  of  Athenry,  to  Robert  Persse,for  a term  of  199  years,  at  an  annual  ren  0 
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22.  The  Tolls,  which  are  collected  on  market  as  well  as  fair  days,  and  which  form  so 
considerable  a portion  of  the  corporate  property,  are  claimed  by  usage  and  charter;  they  are’ 
much  complained  of  by  the  inhabitants,  both  for  their  amount,  the  mode  of  their  collection, 
and  the  appropriation  of  them.  A schedule  of  these  tolls  is  herewith  sent,  as  furnished  by 
the  portreeve;  by  which  it  appears  that  many  of  the  charges  are  very  objectionable,  and  that 
the  improper,  if  not  illegal  practice,  of  administering  oaths  to  persons  liable  to  toll,  is 
expressly  made  part  of  the  system  of  collection.  It  is  alleged  that  the  collection  of  reasonable 
tolls  would  not  be  objected  to,  if  applied  to  any  public  purpose.  They  are  now  stated  to  be 
an  injury  to  the  town;  and  the  markets  of  the  neighbouring  villages  of  Monivea  and 
Gurteen,  which  are  toll  free,  are  represented  as  rising  into  importance  at  the  expense  of 
.Athenry.  It  must  also  be  observed,  that  the  tolls  occasionally  give  rise  to  disputes,  which  are 
adjudicated  upon  by  the  portreeve,  who  is  himself  the  beneficial  owner  of  them. 

23.  There  is  no  ecclesiastical  Patronage  now  belonging  to  the  corporation.  The  very 
extensive  grants  of  adyowsons  and  tithes  contained  in  the  patent  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  of 
1578,  if  ever  in  possession  of  the  corporation,  must  have  been  surrendered,  or  seized  into  the 
hands  of  the  Crown,  at  a very  remote  period  ; as  they  appear  to  have  been  the  subject  of 
different,  grants  from  the  Crown  to  private  individuals  in  the  seventeenth  century.* 

24.  The  appearance  of  the  town  is  said  to  be  improving  within  the  last  few  years.  It  has 
not  increased  in  trade.  Hopes  of  improvement  in  this  respect,  are,  however,  entertained  by 
some,  from  a new  line  of  road  between  Ballinasloe  and  Galway. 

The  number  of  houses  paying  from  £10  to  £20  per  annum  rent,  are  about  20. 

The  following  Table  is  confined  to  the  town,  and  exhibits  its  state  and  Population  in  1831 : 
Houses  inhabited  - 248 

Ditto  building  - 8 

Ditto  uninhabited 9 

Families  - 269 

Persons  1,319 

Employed  in  retail  trade  or  handicraft  - 156 

Professional  and  other  educated  men  - 15 


25.  It  is  difficult  to  say  what  advantage  such  a corporation  as  described  in  this  Report,  however 
reformed,  could  be ‘to  so  small  a community,  nor  does  its  continuance  seem  to  be  desired 
by  the  inhabitants,  as  far  as  municipal  government  is  concerned.  The  present  body  is  of  no 
public  utility,  and  decidedly  unpopular.  The  corporate  property,  instead  of  being,  as  it  now 
is,  applied  to  the  private  use  of  an  individual,  might  be  advantageously  employed  in  objects 
of  local  improvement,  which  would  be  further  advanced  by  the  total  abolition  of  the  tolls. 

26.  A copy  of  the  Schedule  of  Tolls  is  sent  with  this  Report. 


JOHN  R.  CORBALLIS. 
Inquiry  held  at  Athenry,  21st  September  1833. 

* Erck’s  Ecclesiastical  Register,  p.  228. 
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CASTLEBAR. 


BOROUGH  OF  CASTLEBAR. 


1.  THE  Limits  of  this  Borough  comprise  the  town  of  Castlebar,  and  the  space  of  about  a Limits. 
mile  round  it  in  every  direction. 

2.  The  first  Charter  we  have  found  is  dated  in  the  eleventh  year  of  J ames  I.,  and  to  the  latest  Ch  artehs. 
period  at  which  the  corporation  was  in  activity,  the  provisions  of  this  charter  were  observed  in  James  I. 
its  constitution.  It  is  enrolled.  (Rot.  Pat.  11  Jac.  I.  p.  1.  m.  4.'1 

A charter  is  extant  to  this  corporation,  dated  the  fifth  year  of  James  II.,  but  which  does  James  II. 
not  appear  to  have  been  acted  on.  It  is  also  enrolled.  (Rot.  Pat.  5 Jac.  II.  p.  1.  m.  37.) 

The  chief  privilege  of  the  corporation,  that  of  returning  two  Members  to  the  Irish  Par-  Union  Compensa- 
liament,  ceased  at  the  Union,  when  the  sum  of  £15,000  was  paid  to  Richard  Earl  of  Lucan,  tion. 
the  patron  of  the  borough,  as  Compensation  for  its  loss ; and  from  that  event  until  the  year 
1824,  corporate  officers  were  occasionally  appointed.  Some  of  the  members  are  still  living, 
but  there  has  not,  since  that  year,  been  any  corporate  meeting,  and,  for  practical  purposes, 
the  corporation  may  be  considered  as  having  ceased  to  exist  for  the  last  10  years. 

3.  The  corporation,  by  the  charter  of  James  I.,  should  consist  of  a portreeve,  15  free  Title, 
burgesses,  and  a commonalty ; and  its  Title  is,  “ The  Portreeve,  Free  Burgesses,  and  Com- 
monalty of  the  Town  of  Castlebar.” 

4.  Power  to  have  two  serjeants  at  mace  is  given  by  the  charter,  and  a town  clerk  appears  Officers, 
to  have  been  appointed  by  the  corporation,  though  no  mention  is  made  of  the  latter  officer  iu 

file  charter. 

5.  The  charter  directs  that  the  Portreeve  shall  be  elected  annually  by  the  free  burgesses  Portreeve,  Election 
on  St.  John’s  day,  to  hold  office  from  the  Michaelmas  day  following.  He  must  be  a free  of. 

burgess. 

The  portreeve  acted  as  a magistrate  within  the  limits  of  the  corporation,  and  as  clerk  of  Duties  andEmolu- 
the  markets,  and  held  the  Borough  Court.  ments  of. 

He  had  not  any  Salary  or  Emoluments. 

6.  The  Burgesses  were  elected  for  life.  The  portreeve  and  burgesses  filled  up  vacancies  as  Burgesses,  how 

they  occurred,  and  non-residents  were  occasionally  elected.  elected,  and 

Except  in  the  election  of  Members  of  Parliament  and  corporate  officers,  the  burgesses  had 
not  any  duties  to  perform. 

The  number  by  the  charter  was  15 ; the  number  of  burgesses  now  living  was  stated  to  us 
not  to  exceed  six. 

7.  The  town  clerks  and  serjeants  at  mace  were  appointed  by  the  portreeve  and  Other  Officers, 
burgesses.  The  duties  were  those  generally  attached  to  such  offices.  The  latter  acted  as 

constables  in  the  borough,  a duty  now  performed  by  the  county  police. 

8.  The  charter  provided  that  the  inhabitants,  and  others,  whom  the  portreeve  and  Freemen, 
burgesses  might  choose,  should  be  of  the  commonalty.  This  provision,  in  practice,  vesting 

the  power  of  exclusion  in  the  portreeve  and  burgesses,  appears  to  have  operated  to  the 
extinction  of  the  Freemen,  as  a class.  We  did  not  find  any  trace  of  their  existence  in  modern 
times,  nor  of  any  privileges  enjoyed  by  them. 

We  did  not  find  that  any  guild  of  trade  existed  in  this  corporation,  or  that  the  trade  of  the 
town  was  under  any  peculiar  restrictions. 

9.  The  corporation  had  not  any  exclusive  or  criminal  Jurisdiction.  Jurisdiction. 

10.  The  portreeve  is,  by  the  charter,  empowered  to  hold  a Court  of  Record  on  every  Court  of  Record. 
Monday,  for  trial  of  pleas  not  exceeding  five  marks.  'This  court  was  held  while  the  office  of 

portreeve  was  kept  up.  The  amount  of  causes  varied  from  6 to  20  in  each  month.  They 
were  tried  by  juries  of  12  inhabitants,  and  generally  on  the  next  court  day  after  service  of 
the  summons,  which  was  the  mode  of  commencing  actions  in  the  court  The  costs  are 
stated  not  to  have  exceeded  5s.  6c?.,  including  the  summons,  warrant  and  town  clerk  o fees. 

It  would  seem,  from  this  statement,  that  proceedings  were  adopted  similar  to  those  of  the 
civil  bill  jurisdiction.  It  was  considered  a very  useful  court,  and  its  having  been 
discontinued,  which  has  happened  in  consequence  of  there  not  being  a portreeve  to  hold  it, 
is  regretted.  The  portreeve  had  not  any  emolument  from  the  fees. 

11.  The  place  of  this  court  was,  for  some  years,  supplied  by  a Court  held  for  the  Mmmr  Manor  Court, 
of  Castlebar  by  a seneschal  appointed  by  Lord  Lucan,  who  is  owner  of  the  town,  and  lord 

of  the  manor.  The  jurisdiction  of  this  court  is  unlimited  in  amount;  it  sat  once  a month, 
and  the  number  of  causes  in  each  month  was  from  15  to  20.  They  were  tried  by  1- 'jurors, 
summoned  from  the  respectable  inhabitants  of  the  manor,  which  is  more  extensive  than  the 
limits  of  the  borough.  The  proceedings  were  by  civil  hill  under  the  statutes  regulating 
Manor  Courts,  within  appeal  to  the  judges  of  assize;  the  costs  were  as  prescribed  bv  those 
Acts.  The  recent  visitation  of  cholera  occasioned  the  discontinuance  of  tins  court,  and  it  had 
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not  been  resumed  at  the  time  of  our  visit.  But  the  seneschal  stated  hie  • * . 
resume  it.  S mtentl°a  to 

i 12.  The  Assistant.  Barrister  of  the  county  of  Mayo  sits  twice  in  the  vear  nt  p 
trial  of  civil  bills.  He  also  sits  at  Ballina  and'  Westport,  the  latter  eight  miles  fat’  for 
16,  from  Castlebar ; but  it  seems  to  be  desired  by  the  inhabitants,  that  either  the  ^ -er 
or  Manor  Court  should  be  resumed  for  the  recovery  of  small  debts.  The  latter  h C°,rPorat’0:i 
in  the  amount  of  jurisdiction,  and  the  right  of  appeal.  The  triad  by  jury  is  comm™  .“L*?? 
and  forms  an  inducement  to  their  being  preferred  to  the  Court  of  the  Assistant  B ° ■ ’ 
These  considerations,  and  the  inconvenience  and  loss  of  time  in  attending  at  th  am-Ster' 
have  led  to  several  applications  to  the  seneschal  to  resume  business  in  the  Man  SepIOns’ 
The  proceedings  of  the  Borough  and  Manor  Courts,  when  in  operation,  are  stated*! 
given  satisfaction.  \ 0 “aTe 

13.  Petty  Sessions  are  held  in  the  town  every'  Saturday  by  the  resident 

magistrates.  county 

Castlebar  is  the  assizes  town  of  the  county. 

14.  The  only  Police  in  the  town  are  a portion  of  the  county  constabulary  force. 

' The  town  is  not  lighted  or  watched.  The  streets  are  repaired  by  county  presentment 
-An  attempt  was  made  to  introduce  the  provisions  of  the  Paving  and  Liohtincr  A 
9 Geo.  IV.  c.  82,  but  failed.  0 “ ct> 

1 5.  The  Gaol  of  the  county  is  situated  within  the  borough  limits.  There  ic  nni  i 

which  belonged  to  the  corporation.  ° n0t  an>  ^o! 

The  corporation  has  not,  nor  ever  had,  that  we  can  discover,  any  patronage  or  property. 

The  Tolls  of  the  fairs  and  markets  are  the  property  of  the  Earl  of  Lucan.  They  were 
demised  by  him  at  £72  a-year.  They  have  not.  been  collected  for  some  time ; hut  we  were 
informed  it  was  his  Lordship's  intention  to  resume  the  collection.  Two  grants  were  made  by 
James  I.  to  Sir  John  Bingham  Knight,  ancestor  of  the  Earl  of  Lucan,  one  in  the  seventh  and 
the  other  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  his  reign.  (Pat.  7 Jac.  I.  p.  1.  m.  25.  and  18  Jac.  I.  p.  2. 
m.  41.)  The  former  gave  him  power  to  hold  a market  on  Saturday,  and  a fair  on  the  firet 
day  of  May,  and  two  days  after,  while  he  or  his  heirs  have  any  interest  in  the  castle  or  town 
of  Castlebar.  The  latter  granted  a fair  to  he  held  at  Castlebar  on  the  11th  November. 

16.  The  Trade  of  the  Town  is  not  considerable,  but,  with  the  exception  of  the  linen  trade, 
it  is  said  to  be  increasing,  and  the  town  itself  to  bo  in  a state  of  improvement. 

All  the  witnesses  examined  before  us  concurred  in  wishing  for  the  re-establishment  of  the 
corporation  on  a liberal  and  open  arrangement,  such  as  would  give  to  the  respectable 
householders,  within  the  corporate  limits,  the  election  of  a council  for  the  local  government 
of  the  town.  Differences  of  opinion  were  expressed  as  to  the  amount  of  qualification  to  be 
required  in  the  electors,  as  well  as  to  the  numbers  of  which  the  council  should  consist;  but 
all  agreed  in  the  principle  of  local  self-government.  The  want  of  a resident  magistrate,  whose 
duty  it  would  be  to  look  after  the  markets,  lias  been  much  felt  since  the  discontinuance  of  the 
office  of  portreeve.  And,  although  market  juries  arc  still  occasionally  sw'orn  under  the 
authority  of  the  Market  Jury  Act,  it  appears  that  the  markets  are  not  efficiently  attended  to. 

17.  The  town  of  Castlebar,  according  to  the  Population  Returns  of  1831.,  contained, 

Houses  inhabited  - 840 

Ditto  building  - Jl 

Ditto  uninhabited 58 

Families  chiefly  employed  in  agriculture  - 34 

Ditto  in  trade,  manufactures,  and  handicraft  - - - - 515 

Ditto  not  comprised  in  the  two  preceding  classes  - 647 

Persons : males,  2987 ; females,  3386.  Total  - 6,373 

Employed  in  retail  trade,  or  handicraft  - - - - 651 

Capitalists,  bankers,  professional  and  other  educated  men  - 92 

The  population  in  1821  was  5,404 

Increase  in  10  years 969 

MAZIERE  BRADY. 

JOHN  R.  CORBALLIS, 

Inquiry  held  at  Castlebar,  9th  September  1833. 
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KERRY. 


DINGLE. 


BOROUGH  OF  DINGLE,  OR  DINGLE-I-COUCH. 


1.  THE  Town  of  Dingle  and  a circuit  of  two  Irish  miles  by  sea  and  land,  measured  from  Limit'. 
the  parish  church  of  the  town,  form  the  district  comprised  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
corporation;  this  district  includes  the  parishes  of  Dingle,  Kildrum,  Garfinny,  South 
Clahane,  and  part  of  the  parish  of  Kinnard.  There  is  an  incomplete  map  of  the  borough  in 
ceneral  Vallancey’s  copy  of  the  Down  Survey. 

2.  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  the  twenty-eighth  year  of  her  reign,  (14th  December  15S5,)  Charter. 
signed  a warrant  for  the  grant  of  a Charter  incorporating  the  inhabitants  of  this  town,  but  4 James  I. 
the  charter  was  not  actually  granted  until  the  reign  of  her  successor.  This  is  the  only 

charter  known  to  the  corporation,  and  that  on  which  they  profess  to  act.  It  is  granted  to  the 

sovereign,  burgesses,  and  commonalty from  which  it  would  appear  that  the  corporation 
was  then  in  existence,  probably  under  the  authority  of  the  warrant  of  Elizabeth.  This  town, . 
however,  under  the  name  of  Dingle-i-Couch,  is  found  among  those  which  sent  Members  to 
Parliament  in  the  27  Elizabeth.  This  charter  is  enrolled.  (Rot.  Pat.  5 Jac.  I.  p.  1.  m.  39.) 

3.  The  Title  of  the  corporation  is  “ The  Sovereign,  Burgesses,  and  Commonalty  of  the  Title. 

Town  of  Dingle-i-Couch.” 

4.  The  corporation  is  composed  of  a sovereign,  12  burgesses,  including  the  sovereign,  and  Officers, 
an  indefinite  number  of  freemen.  The  Officers  are  a recorder,  town  clerk,  two  serjeants  at 

mace,  weighmaster,  and  poundkeeper,  none  of  whom  are  mentioned  in  the  charter. 

There  is  no  select  body  or  common  council. 

5.  The  Sovereign  is  elected  annually  on  the  feast  of  St.  James,  out  of  the  burgesses,  by  the  Sovereign,  how 
sovereign,  burgesses,  and  freemen ; but  by  the  charter  he  may  be  elected  out  of  the  burgesses  elected,  and 

or  freemen.  He  is  elected  for  a year  ending  on  the  feast  of  St.  Michael,  and  should  be  sworn 
in  before  his  predecessor  in  office  on  the  29th  September.  The  present  sovereign,  John 
Hickson,  Esq.  was  elected,  (under  the  authority  of  the  statute  19  Geo.  II.  c.  12.  s.  7-)  on 
default  of  the  attendance  of  the  sovereign  elect,  John  Townshend,  Esq.,  who  is  the  patron  of 
the  borough,  to  be  sworn  in.  Mr.  Hickson,  who  is  also  general  agent  to  the  patron,  was  first 
elected  sovereign  in  ISIS.  He  has  been  since  frequently  elected;  and  when  Mr.  Townshend 
was  elected  and  sworn,  Mr.  Hickson  has  been  appointed  his  deputy.  The  latter  has  thus, 
in  fact,  been  the  acting  sovereign  for  several  years.  There  is  not  any  power  of  appointing  a 
deputy  given  by  the  charter. 

6.  The  sovereign  is  by  charter  a justice  of  the  peace  within  the  borough,  with  power  to  liis  Functions, 
hear  and  determine  all  crimes,  &c.,  except  murder,  felony,  rebellion,  and  other  crimes  affecting 

life  or  limb.  He  is  made  escheator  and  coroner  within  the  borough,  and  the  charter  also 
gives  him  the  exclusive  return  of  writs ; but  these  powers  do  not  appear  to  be  strictly  ex- 
ercised, the  justices  of  the  peace,  coroner,  and  sheriffs  of  the  county  of  Kerry  now  acting 
within  the  corporate  limits  without  objection.  The  sovereign  acts  also  as  a justice  of  the 
peace  for  the  county  at  large,  a power  which  we  do  not  find  to  be  given  to  him  by  the  charter. 

He  also  acts  as  clerk  of  the  markets,  and  has  occasionally,  but  not  of  late  years,  sworn 
market  juries. 

It  seems  to  be  doubtful  whether  the  sovereign  is  the  judge  of  the  Civil  Court  of  the  Borough ; 
the  recorder,  before  whom  it  is  held,  having  been  for  many  years  elected  sovereign  or  appointed 
deputy  sovereign,  to  prevent  any  question  being  raised  as  to  the  power  of  the  recorder,  as 
such,  to  hold  the  court. 


The  sovereign  has  been  permitted  to  take  to  his  own  use  the  customs  of  the  town,  which  Emoluments, 
have  been  let  by  him  for  the  last  three  years  at  £12  each  year,  and  he  has  also  the  profits  of 
about  five  acres  of  land,  called  " The  Sovereign  s Field,”  which  are  let  for  £20  a-year  of  the 
late  Irish  currency.  The  profits  of  this  field  were  stated  to  us  to  have  been  given  by  the 
patrons  of  the  borough  to  the  sovereign  for  the  time  being,  but  it  is  still  part  of  the  estate 
of  Colonel  Townshend,  and  let  by  him  to  the  occupying  tenant  at  the  above  rent.  'Hie  sove- 
reign  or  deputy  sovereign,  as  recorder,  divides  with  the  town  clerk  the  fees  of  the  Civil  Court 
of  the  Borough,  which  produce  to  each  about  £20  per  annum.  There  is  not  any  expenditure 
made  by  the  sovereign  out  of  this  income  for  corporate  or  public  purposes. 

7.  The  charter  does  not  contain  any  provisions  as  to  the  mode  of  electing,  or  the  number  Burgesses, 
of  Burgesses;  but  the  number  has  been  always  limited  to  12,  and  vacancies  are  filled  up  by 
the  sovereign,  burgesses,  and  freemen.  They  are  elected  for  life.  They  have  not  any 
emoluments  or  privileges,  nor  any  functions,  save  those  exercised  by  them  as  members  of  the 

K ration  in  the  election  of  its  officers  and  freemen,  and  filling  up  vacancies  in  their  own 
Several  of  the  burgesses  are  nearly  connected  with  the  patron  of  the  borough.  The 
following  are  the  present  burgesses  : 

John  Townshend,  Esquire,  Lieutenant  Colonel  14th  Light  Dragoons,  patron  of  the  borough, 
and  principal  proprietor  of  the  town.  , _ 

M.C.I.  4 G 
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DINGLE.  j>ev>  Thomas  Townshend,  his  brother. 

Rev.  Boyle  Townshend,  ditto. 

Richard  Townshend,  Esq.,  second  cousin. 

Samuel  Townshend,  Esq.,  Whitehall,  County  Cork. 

John  Hickson,  Esq.,  agent  to  Colonel  Townshend. 

Samuel  Hickson,  Esq.,  brother  to  Mr.  John  Hickson. 

William  Baldwin,  Esq. 

Thomas  Robinson,  Esq. 

These  gentlemen  are  all  members  of  the  Established  Church  ; only  two  reside  within  the 
limits  of  the  borough,  the  Messrs.  Hickson.  There  are  now  three  vacancies.  The  corpo- 
ration has  not,  for  many  years,  met  more  than  twice  a-year,  on  the  25th  July  and  29tli 
September,  being  the  days  of  electing  and  shearing  in  the.  sovereign;  and  for  the  last  five  or 
six  years  only  two  or  three  burgesses  have  at  any  time  attended  their  meetings.  There  are 
not  any  fees  payable  by  the  burgesses  on  admission. 

Freemen.  8.  The  charter  of  James,  under  the  term  “ commonalty,”  would  seem  to  comprise  all  the 

resident  inhabitants  of  the  corporate  district ; but  the  Freemen  of  the  corporation  have  Iona 
been  a much  more  limited  class.  No  title  to  freedom  as  of  right  has  been  recognised,  and6 
in  fact,  the  freemen  have  been  elected  by  the  corporate  body,  without  reference  to  any 
qualification  of  residence  or  otherwise.  These  elections  were  occasionally  numerous  prior  to 
the  Union ; and  in  the  year  1800  the  number  of  freemen  appears,  by  an  entry  in  the  cor- 
poration book,  to  have  been  74,  besides  the  sovereign  and  burgesses ; since  that,  period,  when 
the  right  of  the  borough  to  return  Members  to  Parliament  ceased,  there  have  been  few 
freemen  elected.  The  last  were  three  members  of  the.  Townshend  family  elected  in  September 
1822,  none  of  whom  were  resident.  The  officers  of  the  corporation  could  not  inform  us  how 
many  freemen  were  in  existence  at  the  time  of  our  visit.  The  present  town  clerk  was  the 
only  freeman  mentioned  as  resident  within  the  borough.  No  fees  are  payable  by  freemen 
on  election.  They  may  attend  at  all  corporate  meetings,  and  the  only  practical  distinction 
we  observe  between  the  burgesses,  and  the  freemen  is,  that  it  is  supposed  the  sovereign  must 
be  elected  out  of  the  former,  but  the  charter  does  not  make  this  distinction.  The  charter 
empowers  the  sovereign,  burgesses,  and  commonalty  to  hold  councils  at  four  times  in  the 
year,  to  make  ordinances  for  the  good  government  of  the  borough.  The  corporation,  as  already 
noticed,  has  not  for  many  years  met,  save  on  the  days  of  election  and  swearing  in  of  the 
sovereign.  The  number  of  freemen  who  have  attended  these  meetings  have  been  of  late 
inconsiderable.  The  charter  also  declares  that  “ all  the  inhabitants  connnorant  and  resident 
within  the  borough,  and  their  successors  for  ever,  shall  be  free  of  all  tolls,  customs,  &c. 
(except  on  wines  and  wreck)  in  all  ports.”  We  do  not  find  that  these  exemptions  have 
been  ever  claimed  or  recognised,  but  the  language  of  the  provision  seems  to  describe  the 
-commonalty  intended  by  the  charter. 

The  freemen  do  not  claim  exemption  from  the  customs  levied  in  the  town. 

Recorder.  9.  The  office  of  Recorder  is  not  mentioned  in  the  charter,  and  appears  to  be  merely 

founded  on  usage.  The  recorder  is  elected  for  life  by  the  sovereign,  burgesses,  and  freemen. 
The  present  recorder  is  John  Hickson,  Esq.,  the  sovereign,  elected  recorder  in  1820.  He  is 
not  a professional  man  ; the  recorder  elected  in  1782  was  a barrister.  We  have  already  noticed 
the  arrangement  of  electing  the  recorder,  sovereign,  or  appointing  him  deputy  sovereign, 
to  avoid  any  question  as  to  his  power  of  holding  the  civil  court  of  the  Borough.  The  title  of 
recorder  is  thus,  in  fact,  merely  nominal ; and  the  arrangement  besides  has  the  effect  of  making 
the  same  individual  successively  sovereign  or  deputy.  The  recorder  holds  the  civil  court  of 
the  Borough,  and  his  emoluments,  which  arise  from  the  fees  of  that  court,  have  been  mentioned 
in  our  account  of  the  office  of  sovereign. 

Town  Clerk.  10.  The  Town  Clerk  appears  to  have  formerly  been  elected  by  the  sovereign,  burgesses, 

and  freemen.  The  present  town  clerk  was  appointed  by  the  sovereign  alone  in  the  year  182/. 
This  officer  issues  the  processes  and  keeps  the  records  of  the  civil  court  of  the  Borough;  his 
emoluments  arise  from  the  fees  of  that  court,  which,  as  before  stated,  are  now  equally  divided 
between  him  and  the  recorder,  and  amount  to  about  £20  a-year  to  each. 

Serjeants  at  Mace.  H.  The  Serjeants  at  Ma^e  or  town  serjeants  are  appointed  by  the. sovereign,  and  hold  the 
office  at  his  pleasure  ; they  serve  and  execute  the  process  of  the  civil  court,  and  act  as  criers 
of  the  court,  and  auctioneers  of  goods  sold  under  executions  from  it.  They  also  assist  the 
sovereign  in  the  exercise  of  his  duty  when  called  upon.  They  have  not  any  salary  ; their 

emoluments  arise  from  fees  on  the  service  and  execution  of  processes  from  the  court,  which 

produce  about  £10  a-year  to  the  two  serjeants. 

aster.  12.  The  Weighmaster  is  appointed  by  the  sovereign  under  the  authority  of  the  Irish 

statutes  regulating  that  office.  The  person  who  at  present  holds  this  office  is  a female.  Two 
persons  have  been  appointed  joint  weighmasters  and  tasters  of  butter,  by  the  lord  lieutenant 
and  privy  council,  under  the  52  Geo.  III.  c.  134. 

13.  The  sovereign  also  appoints  the  Poundkeeper,  who,  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  duties 
of  the  office  in  relation  to  distresses,  takes  charge  of  goods  or  cattle  seized  under  mesne  or 
final  process  of  the  civil  court.  The  cattle  so  seized  are  kept  by  him  on  the  publioi commons 
while  under  seizure.  His  fees  will  be  noticed  in  connexion  with  the  other  expenses  ofthe  court- 

14.  The  sovereign  is  by  charter  the  sole  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  borough,  but  tn^ 
justices  of  the  county  now  act  within  its  limits  without  objection ; the  Criminal  Jurisdicuo 
already  stated  to  be  given  by  the  charter  to  the  sovereign  is  not  exercised,  slight  otienc 
committed  within  the  borough  being  disposed  of  by  the  magistrates  of  the  county  at  pey 
sessions  with  or  without  the  sovereign,  and  those  of  a more  serious  nature  at  the  qu 
sessions  or  assizes  held  for  the  county  at  Tralee. 
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15.  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  peace  appear,  however,  to  have  been  forme  rlv  held  for  the 
borough.  By  an  entry  in  the  corporation  book  in  the  year  1772,  we  find  that  such 'a 
sessions  was  then  held,  and  the  Grand  Jury  presented  coustables  and  applotters  of  money  to 
be  levied  off  the  inhabitants,  and  made  various  presentments  for  the  regulation  of  the  markets, 
weights,  & c.  Similar  sessions  were  held  in  1806  and  1S07  ; in  the  latter  year  the  grand 
jury  presented  that  a market  should  be  held  weekly  every  Monday ; they  also  presented 
certain  fees  for  appraisers,  and  £8  to  be  levied  off  the  inhabitants  to  buy  clothes  and  laced 
hats  for  the  serjeants  at  mace,  and  a committee  was  appointed  and  subscriptions  entered  into 
to  take  the  opinion  of  counsel  as  to  the  power  of  the  inhabitants  to  tax  themselves  for  the 
purpose  of  repairing  roads  within  the  liberties  of  the  borough  and  corporation,  and  if  they 
taxed  themselves,  whether  they  would  be  subject  to  county  rates.  We  have  not  found  that 
any  thing  was  done  on  this  subject ; but  the  opinion,  if  taken,  was,  probably,  as  might  have 
been  expected,  unfavourable  to  the  exercise  of  such  a power.  In  fact,  the  roads  arc  repaired 
by  county  presentment ; and  the  last  act  of  authority  we  find  exercised  by  a grand  jury  was 
in  IS24,  when  a schedule  of  customs  was  arranged,  which  we#shall  hereafter  notice. 


16.  The  civil  court,  called  “ The  Tholsel  Court  of  the  Borough  and  Corporation  of  Dingle.” 
is  held  every  fortnight  before  the  recorder.  The  court  is  not  mentioned  in  the  charter,°and 
we  have  not  ascertained  the  origin  of  the  jurisdiction,  which  is  stated  to  extend  to  anv  debt 
or  other  cause  of  action  to  any  amount,  arising  within  the  limits  of  the  borough.  The  mesne 
process  is  either  by  service  or  attachment  of  the  goods ; the  latter  process  docs  not  issue,  unless 
the  debt  exceeds  40s.  and  is  verified  by  affidavit  before  the  recorder.  It  appeared  that, 
in  some  instances,  such  affidavits  had  been  made  before  the  town  clerk  and  process  thereon 
issued,  which  had  been  left  with  him  in  blank,  in  the  absence  of  the  recorder.  This  was 
admitted  to  be  irregular,  but  no  case  was  stated  in  which  any  abuse  of  the  process  had  taken 
place  on  such  occasions.  Defendants  were  formerly  arrested  on  mesne  process,  but  the 
present  recorder  has  not  issued  either  mesne  or  final  process  against  the  person  ; goods 
nr  cattle  seized  on  attachments  are  committed  to  the  custody  of  the  poundkeeper  until  bailed. 
There  are  not  any  formal  pleadings,  a declaration  is  sometimes  filed,  but  no  costs  of  it  are 
allowed.  The  proceedings  have  gradually  become  very  similar  (with  the  exception  of  the 
process  by  attachment)  to  those  of  the  Civil  Bill  Court  of  an  assistant  barrister.  Cases  under 
40s.  are  generally  heard  and  finally  disposed  of  the  next  court  day  after  service  of  the  process, 
and  those  for  large  sums  the  next  court  day  after  bail  is  given  on  the  attachment.  Juries  are 
not  sworn  unless  required  by  either  party  ; it  is  considered  the  right  of  either  to  demand  a 
jury,  but  the  recorder  generally  requires  that  the  application  should  he  made  a day  or  two 
hefore  the  court  day,  and  has  refused  to  summon  a jury  when  not  required  until  the  case  was 
at  hearing.  Executions  are  issued  only  against  the  goods  of  the  defendant,  and  are  executed 
by  the  serjeants  at  mace.  There  are  not  any  attorneys  who  practise  in  the  court,  although  it 
was  stated  to  us  that  there  are  two  or  three  who  were  admitted.  The  average  animal  number 
of  suits  commenced  by  attachment  and  serviceable  process,  for  six  years  ending  the  10th 
January  1833,  was  - - - 36S 

Of  these  the  average  annual  number  entered  for  trial  was  - - 127 

And  the  average  annual  number  of  executions  - 42 

The  costs  have  been  considerably  reduced  by  the  present  recorder ; the.  following  arc  the 
costs  now  charged : s.  d. 

Affidavit  of  debt  in  cases  of  attachment 0 6 

Attachment  or  process  -------  1 6 

Entering  in  court  book  for  trial  ------  2 0 

Execution,  if  issued  - --  --  --  -30 


7 0 

Costs  of  dismiss  - 5s.  6d. 

The  serjeants  at  mace  receive  6 d.  of  the  fee  on  the  attachment  or  process,  and  Is.  of  the 
fee  on  execution.  The  rest  is  divided  between  the  town  clerk  and  recorder.  The  serjeants  at 
mace  also  receive  6 d.  in  the  pound  on  goods  sold  by  auction  by  them  under  executions.  The 
poundkeeper,  as  already  noticed,  keeps  live  stock  seized  under  process  of  the.  court  and 
committed  to  his  custody,  on  the  public  commons,  for  which  he  charges 
Fourpcnce  per  head,  for  cows  ) 

Sixpence,  for  horses  - - - >for  24  hours. 

Twopence,  for  pigs  - - - J 

He  also  gets  a fee  of  6 d.  on  other  effects  delivered  to  him  on  an  attachment,  and  1j.  on 
those  delivered  on  executions,  and  charges  also  2d.  per  day  during  their  detention.  Causes 
are  rarely  removed  by  certiorari  to  a superior  court.  The  present  recorder  only  recollected 
two  instances  of  removal. 

17.  The  recorder,  either  as  recorder  or  sovereign,  holds  a Court  of  Conscience  for  demands 
tmder  5s.  of  the  late  Irish  currency ; the  origin  of  this  jurisdiction  we  were  also  unable  to 
ascertain.  The  oath  of  the  plaintiff  is  admitted,  but  is  not  conclusive.  The  process  is  by 
summons,  and  the  average  number  of  such  cases  which  have  been  tried  annually  in  the  six 
years  ending  10th  January  1833,  was  499.  The  fees  of  this  court  are  as  follows  : 

Serjeant  at  mace,  for  service  of  the  summons  within  half  a mile  west  d. 
of  Dingle  and  in  the  town  ------ 

Ditto,  outside  those  limits  - --  --  --  4 

Entry  for  trial ® 

Warrant  to  seize  and  sell  goods  for  the  sum  proved  - - - b 


DINGLE. 
Quarter  Sessions 
and  Grand  Juries. 


Tholsel  Court. 


Court  of  Con- 
science. 
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Ports  ofVentry,  &c. 

Extension  of 
Jurisdiction. 
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IS.  Though  we  have  not  been  able  to  trace  the  legal  origin  of  the  Courts,  and  it  niav  \» 
difficult  satisfactorily  to  account  for  the  deviations  in  practice  in  the  Tholsel  Court  from 
the  more  formal  proceedings  of  similar  courts  in  other  corporations,  we  find,  from  the 
number  of  causes  instituted  and  tried,  and  the  absence  of  any  well-founded  complaints  of 
abuse,  that  the  jurisdictions  so  exercised  by  the  recorder  or  sovereign  are  found  to  be  of 
advantage  to  the 'inhabitants  of  the  borough.  The  remote  and  insulated  position  of  the  town 
and  neighbouring  district  peculiarly  require  the  assistance  of  a cheap  and  well-regulated  local 
tribunal.  The  assistant  barrister  of  the  county  does  not  hold  sessions  for  civil  bills  nearer 
than  Tralee,  which  is  2 7 statute  miles  from  Dingle  ; the  quarter  sessions  for  the  countv  are 
also  held  there,  and  complaints  were  made  to  us  of  the  inconvenience  experienced  by  persons 
summoned  to  Tralee  as  jurors.  The  feeling  of  the  advantages  derived  from  the  local  courts 
and  confidence  in  the  administration  of  justice  in  them,  were  strongly  expressed  in  a memorial 
addressed  to  us  by  several  traders  and  shopkeepers  of  the  town,  which  suggested  the  extension 
of  the  jurisdiction,  and  one  of  the  memorialists  proposed  to  us  the  utility  of  having  it  extended 
seven  miles  to  the  east  and  nine  to  the  west,  including  the  entire  western  district  of  the 
barony.  The  advantages  sought  by  this  change  might,  to  some  extent,  he  attained  with  the 
addition  of  the  presence  of  a competent,  professional  judge,  by  having  a new  division  of  the 
county  made  under  the  Civil  Bill  Acts  for  Dingle  and  the  surrounding  district,  for  the  trial 
of  civil  bills  only.  It  does  not  appear  that  a necessity  exists  for  any  alteration  as  to  the 
criminal  cases;  those  of  sufficient  magnitude  to  be  referred  to  the  quarter  sessions,  might,  as 
at  present,  be  tried  at  Tralee  where  the  county  gaol  is  situate;  those  of  a light  character  are 
disposed  of  at  Dingle,  at  petty  sessions.  It  appeared  before  us,  that  in  a few  instances  the 
toll  collector  and  weiglimaster  had  sued  for,  and  recovered  in  these  courts,  the  tolLs  and 
other  charges  claimed  by  them;  the  recorder  being  in  fact  the  sovereign,  and  as  such  claiming 
to  be  entitled  to  the  tolls,  and  having  the  appointment  of  the  weighmaster,  it  seems  decidedly 
objectionable  that  he  should  entertain  questions  in  which  he  must  appear  to  some  extent 
personally  interested.  We  have  found  a like  practice  in  other  corporate  courts  where  tolls 
were  levied  by  the  corporation  or  its  officers,  and  it  is  one  which  obviously  tends  to  diminish 
public  confidence  in  the  impartial  administration  of  justice  by  the  local  tribunal. 

19.  The  Court  of  Petty  Sessions  is  generally  held  once  a fortnight;  the  number  of 
magistrates  attending  varies  from  two  to  five.  There  are  eight  county  magistrates  resident 
in  the  town  and  neighbourhood. 

20.  A portion  of  the  constabulary  force  of  ithe  county  is  stationed  at  Dingle,  and  performs 
the  duties  of  Police  within  the  borough  ; there  is  not  any  local  police,  establishment  connected 
with  the  corporation. 

The  town  is  not  lighted  or  watched,  nor  has  any  attempt  been  made  to  introduce  the  pro- 
visions of  the  General  Paving  and  Lighting  Acts. 

The  streets,  roads,  and  bridges  in  the  borough  are  repaired  by  county  presentments. 

It  was  stated  to  us  by  the  sovereign  that  the  character  of  the  inhabitants  was  very  peaceable, 
and  that  no  inconvenience  was  felt  from  the  town  not  being  watched  or  lighted.  The  farm 
houses  in  the  agricultural  parts  of  the  borough  are  generally  congregated  in  small  villages,  but 
none  of  these  is  of  an  extent,  to  deserve  particular  notice. 

21.  The  charter  grants  to  the  corporation  that  they  shall  have  the  Ports  ofVentry,  Smerwiek, 
and  Ferr iter’s  Creek,  within  the  franchises,  liberties,  and  jurisdiction  of  the  town ; and  have 
and  retain  the  customs  and  cockets  of  these  ports.  We  have  not  found  any  evidence  of  the 
exercise  of  jurisdiction  under  this  grant. 

22.  Except  in  reference  to  the  suggestions  above  stated  as  to  the  Extension  of  the  Juris- 
diction of  the  Tholsel  Court,  we  were  not  apprized  of  any  circumstances  calling  for  an  alteration 
of  the  limits  of  the  borough. 

23.  By  the  charter  a grant  is  made  to  the  corporation  of  a messuage,  which  formerly 
belonged  to  John  Hussey,  for  a prison.  There  is  not  at  present  any  Gaol  belonging  to  the 
corporation,  but  previous  to  the  late  erection  of  a new  bridewell  in  the  town,  the  former  was 
used  as  the  marshalsea  of  the  borough.  The  new  bridewell  is  built  on  a different  site,  given 
for  the  purpose  by  Colonel  Townshend,  and  the  old  one  is  now  held  as  private  property.  »'  e 
could  not  ascertain  that  it  was  the  messuage . given  by  the  charter,  or  stood  on  the  site  -of  it, 
but  a respectable  witness  stated  he  had  known  the  gaol  60  years  ago,  and  that  it  was  then  the 
arch  of  an  old  castle.  The  bridewell  is  under  the  control  of  the  county  magistrates. 

24.  The  only  source  of  Revenue  accruing  to  the  corporation  is  derived  from  certain  small 
charges  on  goods  brought  to  the  town,  and  on  standings  in  the  market  house;  these  are 
called  the  Customs,  and,  as  already  observed,  are  received  or  farmed  by  the  sovereign  for  ms 
own  use.  No  account  is  rendered  of  them  by  him  to  the  corporation.  We  have  been  able 
to  obtain  but  little  information  as  to  the  origin  or  legal  validity  of  these  demands;  and  the 
sovereign  could  give  us  no  more  satisfactory  account  than  that  he  considered  them  to  be 
made  under  the  charter  by  the  power  therein  given  to  make  bye-laws.  The  following  docu- 
ment was  handed  to  us  as  the  schedule  of  these  charges,  and  as  professing  to  state 
authority  under  which  they  were  made,  viz. : 

“ Borough  and  Corporation  of  Dingle.  , 0 .ober 

“ At  the  general  quarter  sessions  held  in  and  for  this  county  on  the  1st  day  ox 
1824,  the  grand  jury  have  passed  the  following  Acts,  among  many  others : 

" Tolls. 

“ Isk  All  vessels  importing  potatoes  over  eight  tons,  shall  pay  150  pounds  weight  a.,  cus 
for  each  cargo. 
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« 2d  Every  vessel  importing  meal  or  flour  over  eight  tons,  to  be  sold  or  exposed  for  sale  in  1 

thi*  coloration,  shall  pay  one  measure,  40  pounds  weight,  as  custom. 

*3d.  Every  vessel  importing  coals  into  this  corporation  shall  pay  one  bushel  of  coals  for  the 
customs  of  the  cargo. 

„ Every  vessel  that  shall  import  salt  into  this  corporation  shall  pay  one  bushel  of  salt 
as  custom  of  the  cargo. 

«5th.  Every  vessel  that  shall  import  wheat,  barley,  meal  or  oats,  over  eight  tons,  into  the 

moration,  shall  pay  50  pounds  weight  for  the  custom  of  the  cargo. 

“6th.  Every  peck  of  potatoes  brought  into  the  market  of  Dingle  shall  pay  four  pounds 
weight  as  custom  for  each  peck,  and  that  each  peck  shall  contain  16  stone  weight  only. 

“7th.  All  standings  in  future  to  be  excluded  from  the  market  house,  except  all  standings  of 
strangers  outside  the  market  house,  to  pay  4 d.  custom. 

(fgjh.  All  persons  selling  fruit,  vegetables,  or  such  small  articles,  except  apples,  carloads  of 
which  are  to  pay  4 d.  and  each  backload  2d  ; the  borough  of  Dingle  excepted.* 

gtii.  All  carcases  of  beef  to  pay  6d  and  mutton  2d  for  weighing,  hides  included. 

« 10th.  All  friezes  and  flannels  to  pay  one  halfpenny  per  score,  and  so  in  proportion  for 
custom  and  measurement. 

« jith-  Horse  loads  with  churns  of  milk  to  pay  Is.  a-year  custom. 

« p2th.  That  every  butcher  must  pay  3s.  yearly  for  his  standing  in  the  market  house ; any 
person  or  persons  buying  or  selling  potatoes,  except  in  the  market,  will  be  fined.” 

We  have  not  discovered  any  legal  power  in  a grand  jury  of  the  borough  to  pass  such  acts  ; Observations 
and  it  is  remarkable  that  the  first  five  charges  being  those  imposed  on  vessels  importing  thereon, 
certain  articles  into  the  borough,  are  not  in  fact  collected ; and  the  only  tolls  insisted  on  are 
those  payable  by  persons  who  must  be,  generally  speaking,  unable  or  unwilling  to  resist. 

Tli(>sp  pii nms  nroduce.  as  we  have  stated,  tlie  triflincr  revenue  of  about  £12  a-year  to  the 


These  customs  produce,  as  we  have  stated,  the  trifling  revenue  of  about  £12  a-ye; 
sovereign.  The  profit  to  the  collector  is  probably  more  considerable.  The  collection  of 
them  appears  to  bear  severely  on  the  poorest  classes,  and  we  found  a strong  feeling  of  dis- 
satisfaction to  prevail  on  the  subject,  particularly  as  the  revenue  thus  derived  was  not  expended 
on  any  object  of  public  utility. 

25.  The  site  of  the  Market  House,  for  standings  in  which  some  of  these  charges  are  Market  House, 
made,  is  held  under  a lease  made  by  the  Knight  of  Kerry,  in  1757,  for  999  years,  at  4s.  rent, 
to  the  then  sovereign  of  Dingle  and  his  successors.  By  this  lease,  to  which  the  corporation 
seal  is  affixed,  the  sovereign  covenanted  to  erect  a house,  the  lower  part  of  which  was  to  serve 
as  a market  house,  and  which  was  to  contain  a marshalsea  or  prison,  a room  for  a court 
house,  and  a room  for  a grand  jury.  The  present  sovereign  stated  to  us  that  the  rent  reserved 
in  this  lease  was  never  paid  or  claimed ; and  that  he  understood  that  the  present  building 
was  erected  by  the  lessor  at  his  own  expense,  on  the  failure  of  the  sovereign  to  perform  the 
covenant. 


26.  The  charter  grants  all  Fines  and  Amercements  within  the  borough,  belonging  to.  the  ^inesand  Amerce- 


office  of  a justice  of  the  peace,  to  be  received  to  and  for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  the 
town.  In  practice,  fines  imposed  at  petty  sessions  are  awarded  to  be  paid  to  the  party 
injured,  or  to  the  public  dispensary,  without  any  distinction  as  to  whether  they  are  imposed  for 
offences  within  or  beyond  the  borough  limits. 

27.  The  charter  also  grants  to  the  sovereign,  burgesses,  and  commonalty,  for  pasture  for  their  Commons. 
......  . n 1 X cr„ that*  and  nl 


^■1  . XUC  U1J.O.II.C1  disc  Vicuna  cut.  no  & , _ a 3 II 

cattle,  “ two  carucates  (or  plowlauds)  of  land  called  Happston  with  their  appurtenances,  and  all 
messuages,  &c.  thereto  belonging,  or  reputed,  within  the  kingdom  of  Ireland.  We  have  not. 

.inter  t.carl  m-  tnnwii.  hut.  there  are  tracts  of  lane 


found  any  such  denominations  now  used  or  known,  but  there  are  tracts  of  land  adjoining  the 
town  of  some  extent,  passing  under  the  name  of  “The  Commons,”  and  used  as  such.  I he 
boundaries  are  not  defined  by  any  maps  or  perambulations;  and  the  corporation  does  not  in 
any  way  interfere  to  regulate  the  use  of  the  commons,  or  prevent  encroachments.  1 hey  are 
occupied  indiscriminately  by  the  inhabitants,  chiefly  of  the  poorest,  class,  and  were  described 
as  rocky,  and  very  indifferent  mountain  ground. 

We  found  a strono  impression  to  prevail,  that  extensive  portions  of  the  commons  had  been,  Encroachments, 
at  different  periods,  enclosed  and  added  to  the  adjoining  estates;  and  some  evidence  was 
given  of  such  Encroachments.  The  result  of  the  inquiry  leads  us  to  conclude  that  the 
commons  have  not  been  much  diminished  in  the  memory  of  persons  now  living.  n many 
instances  small  portions  have  been  added  by  neighbouring  tenants  to  their  farms,  and  when 
their  leases  have  expired  the  encroachments  have  been  demised,  with  the  form,  to  the  same. 


or  other  tenants.  The  principal  encroachments  in  the  last  20  years  have  been  by  the  P®°re*' 
classes  building  cabins,  and  enclosing  small  portions  for  gardens;  such  instances  have 


occurred withinthe  last  five  years.  The  chief  enclosures  of  this  description  are  at  a part  ot 
the  commons  called  Miltown,  where  about  30  cabins  have  been  built,  and  where  there  icn^ 
only  from  six  to  seven  acres  unenclosed.  The  residue  of  the  common  is  ca  e j. 

the  quantity  unenclosed  there  was  not  ascertained,  but  the  part  enclose  is  , , 

the  entire,  and  a witness  who  appeared  well  acquainted  with  the  place,  s a ^ ^ 1?ear  for  the 


give  £50  a-year  for  the  open  part  of  Ballinaboula,  but.  would  not  give  1 r" 

open  part  at  Miltown.  The  late  Lord  Ventry,  whose  estates  adJom  *he  commons-  took  P.*1 


to  prevent  encroactoents  by  those  who  were  not  Ms  tenants;  and  STtrofnow  exereSel 
interfered  to  stop  persons  from  building  on  them,  but  there  is  no  regular  ™ 

On  the  subject,  and  the  boohs  of  tht  corporation  dp  not  contam  any  reference  to  >t.  An 
ejectment  was  brought  and  tried  about  30  years  since  against  persons  who  had  made 
* The  sovereign  stated,  that  this  exception  meant,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  borough  selling  apples 
Were  exempt  from  the  charge. 
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encroachments  on  the  commons;  hut  we  were  not  informed  of  any  benefit  having  resultel 
from  It  to  the  corporation.  The  commons  are  entirely  unproductive  to  the  corporation  or  an  - 
of  its  officers,  except  to  the  poundkeeper,  whose  charges  have  been  already  noticed.  ^ 

28.  A place  in  the  town,  called  “ The  Green,”  was  stated  to  have  been  formerly  wanted 

to  the  corporation  by  some  member  of  the  family  of  Lord  Yentry,  when  sovereign  f but  it 
has,  for  many  years,  been  considered  and  treated  as  the  private  property  of  the°Knioht  0f 
Kerry,  and  was  sold  upwards  of  20  years  ago  to  its  present  possessor.  • 0 

29.  There  is  not  any  ecclesiastical,  or  other  Patronage,  in  the  hands  of  the  corporation 
except  in  the  appointment  of  the  officers  already  mentioned. 

The  sum  of  £1000  was  granted  in  1765,  by  the  Irish  Parliament,  to  Maurice  Fitzgerald 
Esq.,  in  aid  of  the  building  a quay  at  this  town,  on  the  petition  of  the  sovereign,  burgesses' 
and  freemen. 

There  are  not  any  estates,  or  funds,  vested  in  the  corporation  for  the  purposes  of  education 
or  other  charitable  purposes.  There  are  some  public  schools  in  the  town  supported  by  private' 
subscription. 

30.  The  town  of  Dingle  is  stated  to  have  improved  very  much  within  the  last  20  years  ; 
but  one  valuable  branch  of  commerce,  the  linen  trade,  which  was  formerly  flourishing  has 
almost  entirely  declined.  The  export,  trade  is  inconsiderable.  It  is  chiefly  in  butter  ancf  com 
to  Liverpool.  Vessels  of  300  tons  burden  can  come  up  to  the  town.  The  following  details 
show  the  population  of  the  borough  in  1831,  and  the  state  of  its  trade  in  the  last  five  years: 


Statistical  L POPULATION. 

Details.  31.  Town  of  Dingle : 

Population.  Houses  inhabited  ...  - - - 657 

Ditto  building 2 

Ditto  uninhabited  --------  40 

Families  employed  in  agriculture  ------  32 

Ditto  in  trade,  manufactures,  and  handicraft  - - - - 251 

Ditto  not  comprised  in  the  preceding  classes  - - - - 469 

Persons:  males,  1,968;  females,  2,359.  Total  - 4,327 

Ditto  employed  in  manufacture,  or  in  making  manufacturing 

machinery  - --  --  --  - 3 

Ditto  in  retail  trade,  or  handicraft  _____  313 

Professional  and  other  educated  men  -----  25 

The  population  of  the  town,  in  1821,  was  - 4,538 

Decrease  in  10  years  - - - - - - - - 211 


Parish  of  Dingle,  exclusive  of  the  town  : 

Houses  - --  --  --  - - - 366 

Families:  males,  1,203;  females,  1,189.  Total  - 2,392 


Parish  of  Kildrum  : 

Houses  - - - - - - - - - - DO 

Families  - - - - - - - - -171 

Persons : males,  569 ; females,  521  -----  1,090 


Parish  of  Farfinny : 

Houses  - --  --  --  --  - 139 

Families  - - - - - - 140 

Persons : males,  454 ; females,  484.  Total  - 90S 

Parish  of  South  Clahane : 

Houses  - _ ‘ - 70 

Families  - --  --  --  --  - 81 

Persons : males,  285 ; females,  297.  Total  - - 582 


parish  contains : ♦ 

Houses  - --  --  --  --  - 163 

Families  --------  - 168 

Persons:  males,  629;  females,  632.  Total  - - - D^61 


The  population  of  the  several  parishes,  is,  with  few  exceptions,  agricultural. 

The  limits  of  the  borough  appear,  by  the  foregoing  Returns,  (exclusive  of  the  part  of  K.mnar 
comprised  in  them,)  to  contain  a population  of  9,329  persons. 
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KERRY. 


2.  IMPORT  AND  EXPORT  TRADE. 


Number  of  Vessels,  and  amount  of  Tonnage,  which  invoiced  and  outvoiced  at  Dingle,  in  the 
following  years : 


Year 

ending  5th 
January. 

Vessel 

Foreign 

o untries. 

Coasters  from  and  to  Great  Britain. 

Coasters  from  and  to  Ports  in 

Ireland. 

Inw 

rds. 

Outwards. 

Inwards. 

Outwards. 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

1827 

4 

203 

3 

146 

4 

94 

1 

22 

1828 

1 

133 

8 

520 

4 

228 

8 

185 

5 

102 

1829 

1 

233 

8 

480 

8 

432 

13 

336 

5 

141 

1830 

6 

414 

5 

386 

15 

437 

5 

143 

1831 

8 

417 

10 

602 

7 

214 

2 

42 

1832 

1 

133 

4 

314 

5 

444 

1 

42 

1 

43 

1S33 

6 

342 

11 

801 

5 

97 

32.  There  are  not  any  Acts  of  Parliament  relating  to  this  town. 

33.  As  a municipal  body  the  corporation  of  Dingle  is  comparatively  inefficient  and  useless; 
the  great  majority  of  its  members  is  non-resident,  and  no  inclination  appears  to  exist  among 
them  to  give  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  borough  that  interest  in  its  continuance  which  a liberal 
admission  to  the  freedom  might  be  expected  to  produce. 

There  are,  however,  some  reasons  for  the  renovation  of  the  corporate  body  under  better 
regulations. 

The  town  and  neighbouring  district,  from  their  insulated  position,  require,  more  than  others 
of  greater  magnitude,  a cheap  and  expeditious  tribunal  for  the  recovery  of  small  debts.  The 
various  magisterial  duties  relating  to  the  markets,  weights,  measures,  &c.  call  for  the  vioilant 
exertions  of  a public  officer,  especially  bound  to  attend  to  them.  A municipal  body,  composed 
of  resident  inhabitants,  and  possessing,  from  the  principle  of  their  election,  the  confidence  of  the 
community,  seems  best  adapted  to  suggest  and  forward  measures  of  local  improvement  and 
commercial  advantage.  And  the  protection  of  the  public  property,  or  its  better  application 
to  useful  purposes,  deserves  notice  in  reference  to  this  subject. 

The  low  state  of  the  trade  of  the  town,  as  shown  by  the  foregoing  tables,  and  the  limited 
number  of  individuals  who  would  be  qualified  to  exercise  the  right  of  election  to  corporate 
offices,  unless  the  qualification  were  reduced  to  a very  moderate  scale,  may  be  urged  against 
the  continuance  of  corporate  institutions. 

It  is  also  to  be  considered  that  the  houses  in  the  town  are  principally  held  under  two 
proprietors,  (one  of  whom  is  patron  of  the  borough,)  on  terminable  leases,  a state  of  things 
likely  to  be  unfavourable  to  the  general  independence  of  the  community. 

Whatever  its  constitution  might  be  in  practice,  if  the  bnrgesses  were  resident  and  the 
freedom  was  generally  opened  to  the  inhabitants,  the  corporation  as  it  at  present  exists  has 
no  support  in  public  opinion ; and  the  collection  of  the  customs,  while  it  produces  an  insig- 
nificant revenue  to  the  corporate  officers,  is  a source  of  much  dissatisfaction  to  the  inhabitants, 
and  oppressive  to  the  poor. 

MAZIERE  BRADY. 
JOHN  R.  CORB ALLIS. 

Inquiry  held  at  Dingle  the  21st  and  22d  days  of  October,  1833. 
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CLARE. 


ENNIS. 


BOROUGH  OF  ENNIS. 


1.  THE  Borough  of  Ennis  comprises  within  its  Limits  apart  only  of  the  present  town.  Limits  of  the 
The  remaining  portion,  which  includes  the  public  buildings,  has  been  added  by  the  Boundary  Borough,  and  Ad- 
Act,  as  regards  representation  in  Parliament,  and  the  borough,  so  defined,  comprehends  the  Boundar^Bhl/  ° 
entire  of  the  town  of  Ennis,  as  built  upon,  and  a small  surrounding  district. 

2.  This  borough  was  incorporated  by  a Charter  granted  by  James  I.  in  the  tenth  year  of  Charter  of 
his  reign,  which  prescribes  the  mode  of  election  of  the  provost,  free  burgesses,  and  freemen,  ^ames 

and  contains  a grant  of  a court  for  all  pleas,  not  exceeding  five  marks.  It  also  constitutes  the 
provost  clerk  of  the  markets.  This  charter  is  enrolled.  (Rot.  Pat.  10  Jac.  I.  p.  4.  m.  40.) 

3.  James  II.  granted  a new  Charter  of  incorporation  to  this  borough,  but  which  has  not  Charter  of  James  II. 
been  acted  on,  at  least  not  since  the  Revolution.  It  is  enrolled.  (Rot.  Pat.  4 Jac.  II.  p.  2. 

m.  .) 

3.  A collection  of  Bye-laws  of  the  corporation,  from  1660  to  a recent  period,  was  laid  Bye-laws, 
before  us.  Such  of  them  as  we  judged  of  sufficient  importance  are  noticed  in  the  subsequent 

parts  of  this  Report. 

4.  The  corporation  is  governed  by  the  charter  of  James  I.,  in  which  it  is  entitled,  “ The  Title. 

Provost,  Free  Burgesses,  and  Commonalty  of  the  Town  of  Ennis.”  The  officers  named 

in  it  are, 

5.  One  Provost, 

Twelve  Free  Burgesses, 

Two  Serjeants  at  Mace. 

6.  Other  Officers  of  the  Corporation  are, 

A Town  Clerk,  and 
Bellman. 

7.  There  do  not  appear  to  be  now  any  Freemen,  or  members  of  the  commonalty.  Classes, 
recognised  as  such ; and  the  corporation  consists  of  the  provost  and  free  burgesses  only. 

8.  The  Provost  is  elected  annually  on  the  24th  of  June,  by  and  from  among  the  free  Provost,  how 
burgesses,  and  sworn  into  office  on  the  29th  of  September.  The  charter  provides  for  the  elected, 
election,  by  the  same  body,  of  a provost  in  the  room  of  one  dying  in  office.  No  instance  has 

been  mentioned  to  us  of  a division  at  the  meetings  of  the  provost  and  burgesses,  and  there  are 
not  any  regulations  as  to  the  power  of  the  provost,  either  as  to  his  voting  as  a burgess,  or 
having  a casting  vote. 

9.  The  provost  has  not  power  by  the  charter  to  appoint  a deputy,  but,  the  provosts  Vice-Provost,  how 
successively,  for  many  years,  have  constituted  each  a deputy,  called  the  Vice  Provost,  under  elected. 

a bye-law  made  in  the  year  1711,  which  recognises  the  practice  as  an  ancient  usage  of  the 
corporation.  The  vice-provost  was  a resident  inhabitant  of  the  town. 

10.  The  Free  Burgesses  hold  their  offices  till  death,  resignation,  or  removal.  The  Free-Burgesses, 
number  is  filled  up,  when  a vacancy  occurs,  by  the  provost  and  free  burgesses.  In  practice,  ovr  e ec 

tlie  number  is  13,  as  the  provost  does  not  lose  his  place  of  free  burgess,  on  being  elected 
provost.  By  the  charter,  the  election  of  a free  burgess  must  be  within  seven  days  after  a 
vacancy  occurs,  and  out  of  “ the  better  and  most  respectable  inhabitants.”  This  qualification, 
as  regards  residence,  does  not  seem  to  have  been  attended  to,  and  is  in  fact  dispensed  with  by 
21  Geo.  II.  c.  1 0.  s.  8.  (I  reland.)  The  last  three  elected  are  resident  inhabitants  within  the  limits 
defined  by  the  Boundary  Bill.  All  the  present  free  burgesses,  except  one,  are  resident  within 
the  distance  of  seven  miles  from  the  place  of  election  so  as  to  enable  them  to  vote  for  a 
Member  of  Parliament ; one  only,  the  last  elected,  is  a Roman  Catholic,  the  others  are 

Protestants. 

11.  The  town  clerk  is  elected  annually  by  the  provost  and  free  burgesses;  in  practice.  Other  Officers, >w 
the  same  person  is  always  re-elected.  The  serjeants  at  mace  and  bellman  were  annually  e ec  e 
appointed  by  the  provost’s  jury,  afterwards  mentioned,  which  body  also  appointed  scavengers. 

12.  An  ancient  bye-law,  made  prior  to  1682,  imposed  a Fine  of  £40  on  the  provost  for  not  Fines, 
acting ; and  an  earlier  bye-law,  directed  fines  to  be  paid  of  6s.  8 d.  by  a burgess,  and  3s.  4a. 

by  a freeman  for  non-attendance  at  quarter  meetings.  We  did  not  find  any  instance  of  such 
fines  having  been  paid. 

13.  The  Charter  of  James  I.  provides  that  all  the  inhabitants,  and  others,  whom  the  Freedom,  Rights  to. 
provost  and  free  burgesses  shall  admit  to  the  Freedom  of  the  borough,  shall  be  of  the  By  Charter, 
commonalty.  In  practice,  this  provision  received  the  same  construction  in  Ennis,  as  similar 

clauses  in  the  charters  of  that  period  received  in  other  boroughs,  as  not  giving  an  absolute 
right  to  freedom  to  all  the  inhabitants,  but  limiting  the  commonalty  to  such  only  as  should 
be  actually  admitted.  In  this  borough,  however,  the  commonalty  shared  with  the  provost 


Officers  in  the 
Charter. 

Other  Officers. 
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and  free  burgesses,  to  some  extent,  the  power  of  admission,  and  regulated,  by  bye-laws,  the 
requisite  qualifications.  This  power  was  exercised  by  presentment  of  a general'  meetinV  of 
the  provost  and  free  burgesses,  and  a certain  number  of  the  inhabitants,  called  a grand  jury 
who  were  originally  always  freemen.  The  free  burgesses  have  long  since  ceased  to  attend 
this  assembly,  and  the  qualification  of  being  freemen  became  disregarded  in  selecting  the  jury. 
It  .has,  in  consequence,  not  been  for  many  years  recognised  by  the  free  burgesses,' ° although 
regularly  kept  up  under  the  name  of  the  Michaelmas  jury,  until  the  year  1827.  In  that  year 
several  persons  were  presented  as  fit  to  be  admitted  to  their  freedom ; but  no  further  steps 
appear  to  have  been  taken. 

The  bye-laws  did  not  notice  any  right  of  admission  to  freedom  by  Birth. 

The  principal  regulations  were,  that  no  Apprentice,  or  other,  should  be  made  free,  unless 
he  had  served  seven  years,  except  such  as  the  provost,  burgesses,  and  commons  should  admit 
and  think  fit  at  any  of  their  general  meetings ; that  the  indentures  of  apprenticeship  should 
be  enrolled  ; that  no  person  should  be  made  free  but  an  inhabitant,  and  that  no  dealer,  or 
artificer,  within  the  borough,  should  be  admitted  to  his  freedom,  but  such  as  were  actually 
dwellers  within  the  liberty  of  the  town,  at  least  three  months  before  admission. 

The  provost  has,  by  bye-law,  the  privilege  of  bestowing  the  freedom  on  two  persons,  during 
his  year  of  office. 

14.  The  Fee  on  Admission  to  freedom  appears  to  have  been  £3  6s.  8 d.  to  the  town  clerk  for 
a certificate  of  the  admission.  The  late  town  clerk  states  that  he  never  received  that  fee ; that 
he  did  not  think  the  whole  amount  of  fees  paid  to  him  for  36  years  that  he  held  the  office, 
amounted  to  £2,  and  that,  in  some  instances,  he  gave  the  certificate  gratuitously. 

By  an  order  made  by  the  vice-provost  and  jury,  at  Michaelmas  1809,  it  was  resolved,  that 
all  strangers  should  be  obliged  to  take  out  their  freedom  of  the  corporation  before  they 
exposed  to  sale  any  goods  or  merchandise,  or,  in  default,  should  pay  a fine  of  £3  6s.  8 d.  to 
be  levied  by  sale  and  distress  of  such  goods.  This  order  does  not  appeal1  to  have  been  put 
in  force. 


15.  There  are  not  any  Guilds  of  Trades  at  present  existing  in  Ennis.  The  ancient  bye- 
laws of  the  proceedings  of  the  provost  and  jury  contain  provisions  respecting  such  bodies, 
which  appear  to  have  been  established,  and  masters  and  wardens  of  them  appointed  under 
orders  made  in  the  years  1701  and  1728.  Those  provisions  restricted  the  exercise  of  trades 
to  persons  free  of  the  fraternity.  We  did  not  discover  any  subsequent  evidence  of  their 
existence  as  distinct  bodies,  and  the  internal  trade  of  the  town  is  now  unrestricted. 

16.  The  Provost  and  Burgesses  only  meet  to  elect  and  swear  in  the  provost  and  other 
officers,  and  fill  up  vacancies  m their  own  body.  Notices  of  their  meetings  are  posted  outlie 
court  house,  but  not  given  individually  to  the  members.  Their  meetings  are  public. 

17.  From  the  limited  number  and  power  of  self-election  of  the  Free  Burgesses,  the  borough 
of  Ennis  has  been  for  years  what  it  is  at  present,  a strictly  close  corporation,  the  property,  or 
under  the  patronage  of,  one  or  two  individuals.  Previous  to  the  Reform  Act,  the  patrons,  or 
proprietors  of  the  borough,  in  effect,  nominated  the  Members  to  be  returned  to  Parliament, 
and  they  still,  in  the  same  manner,  appoint  the  provost,  and  nominate  to  vacancies  in  the 
number  of  burgesses.  Of  the  present  13  burgesses,  six  are  stated  to  be  connected  with  the 
family  of  one  of  the  patrons  of  the  borough,  and  three  with  that  of  the  other.  The  remainder 
either  connected  with,  or  friendly  to  the  others.  Lord  Fitzgerald  and  Vesey  and  Sir  Edward 
O’Brien  are  considered  to  be  the  present  patrons. 

18.  The  Provost  never  resided  in  the  town,  and  rarely  performed  any  active  duties,  merely 
attending  on  occasions  of  elections.  By  the  charter  he  is  empowered  to  hold  a civil  court, 
and  is  clerk  of  the  market.  The  vice-provost  held  the  court  until  about  10  years  since,  wnen 
we  understand  it  was  discontinued,  partly  in  consequence  of  the  authority  ol  the  vice-provos 
to  hold  it  being  disputed.  The  vice-provost  acted  also  as  clerk  of  the  market,  and  as  a 
magistrate  in  petty  disputes  and.  claims  for  wages,  tie  was,  however,  generally,  a pe^°a 
holding  also  the  commission,  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Clare.  He  also  acted  as  e 
master. 


The  provost  had  not  any  salary.  Some  fees  were  payable  to  him  on  proceedings  in  the 
civil  court,  which  the  vice-provost  received.  They  amounted  to  about  £20  per  annum. 

19.  The  office  of  Vice-Provost  was  made,  in  effect,  one  . of  considerable  emolument,  hy  hh 
being  always  appointed  the  weighraaster  of  the  borough,  under  the  statutes  regulating  a 
office.  This  practice  was  first  adopted  in  the  year  1774,  by  a resolution  of  the  provos  an 
grand  jury  of  the  borough,  with  the  view  of  increasing  the  income  of  the  vice-provost,  ^ 
was  continued  by  similar  annual  appointments  until  the  discontinuance  of  the  grand.  J^oqq 
1827.  The  annual  Emoluments  of  the  vice-provost  from  this  source  were  from  £200  0 * ’ 

The  right  of  the  provost  to  appoint  a weighmaster  seems  to  have  been  acquiesced  in  or 
years,  although  the  corporation  were  not  owners  of  the  tolls.  It  has  lately  been1 dis; ^ 
the  fees  on  weighing  claimed  and  received  by  the  lessee  of  the  tolls  under  the  Earl  or  ^ nofc 
and  since  the  situation  of  vice-provost  has  been  deprived  of  this  source  of  income,  i ^ 
been  kept  up  for  any  useful  purpose.  In  the  past  year  no  vice-provost  was  appom  e , 
provost  did  not  act  in  person.  , 

The  absence  of  an  efficient  control  over  the  markets,  in  consequence,  has  led  to  gi® 
disorders  and  abuses,  and  is  much  complained  of  by  the  inhabitants. 

The  provost  is  the  returning  officer  of  the  borough  on  the'  election  of  Mem 
Parliament. 
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20.  The  Free  Burgesses  have  not  any  Functions  distinct  from  those  already  noticed.  They  ENKIS- 
formerly  had  the  exclusive  right  of  voting  for  the  election  of  Members  of  Parliament.  There  £ree  Burgesses, 
were  six  free  burgesses  registered  as  voters,  at  the  time  of  our  visit  in  September  1S33,  and  °ns°  ‘ 
three  others  had  given  notice  of  their  intention  to  register.  The  number  of  registered  £10 
householders  was  239. 

21.  The  Serjeants  at  Mace  executed  the  civil  process  of  the  Borough  Court.  These  Serjeants  at  Mace, 
Functions  have  ceased  with  the  discontinuance  of  that  court.  They  also  assisted  the  vice-  Functions  of. 
provost  as  constables  in  the  regulation  of  the  markets.  There  have  not  been  any  serjeants  at 

mace  appointed  since  1827. 

22.  The  Town  Clerk  attends  at,  and  records  the  proceedings  of  the  meetings  of  the  provost  Tosvn  Clerk, 
and  burgesses,  and  also  attended  at,  and  recorded  those  of  the  meetings  of  the  vice-provost  and  Functions  of. 
jury. 

He  was  also  clerk  of  the  pleas  to  the  civil  court,  and  issued  the  process  of  it. 

His  Emoluments  were  derived  partly  from  the  fees  of  that  court,  and  partly  from  fees  on  His  Emoluments.  - 
the  admission  of  freemen  and  burgesses,  and  the  election  of  Members  of  Parliament.  The 
fees  of  the  court  produced  £100  a-year,  for  some  years,  to  the  late  town  clerk.  The  fees  on 
admission  of  burgesses  appear  to  be  merely  complimentary,  and  the  same  observation  applies 
to  those  claimed  on  the  election  of  Members  of  Parliament,  the  latter  being  paid  on  the 
occasion,  not  by  the  Member  returned,  but  by  the  proprietors  of  the  borough,  and  varying  in 
amount  at  the  pleasure  of  the  donors. 

The  town  clerk  charges  a fee  on  affixing  the  corporation  seal  to  powers  of  attorney,  relating 
to  property  out  of  Ireland. 

The  present  town  clerk  receives  a salary  of  £20  per  annum  from  the  proprietors  of  the 
borough. 

23.  The  power  of  making  bye-laws  is  given  by  the  eharter  to  the  provost,  free  burgesses,  and  Freemen, 
commonalty,  and  the  right  to  share  in  this  power,  and  in  the  election  of  inferior  officers,  is  Privileges  of. 
the  only  Privilege  given  to  the  Freemen.  Several  bye-laws  are  extant,  made,  or  confirmed, 

under  this  authority,  from  1660  to  the  beginning  of  the  present  century;  they  relate  princi- 
pally to  the  regulation  of  the  trades  and  markets  of  the  town,  the  qualifications  of  freemen, 
and  other  municipal  details. 

24.  The  general  meetings  formerly  held  by  the  provost,  free  burgesses,  and  commonalty.  Grand  Jury, 
appear  to  us  to  have  been  the  origin  of  the  Grand  Juries  already  noticed.  The  proceedings 

of  the  body  are  frequently  called  presentments,  and  instead  of  the  whole  body  of  freemen  a 
certain  number  was  selected  under  the  title  of  a jury,  or  grand  jury,  to  form,  with  the  provost 
and  free  burgesses,  the  general  meeting  of  the  corporation  and  the  managing  body  of  the 
borough,  for  certain  purposes.  They  varied  in  number  from  18  to  23,  and  were  sworn.  The 
free  burgesses  sometimes  are  mentioned  as  joining  in  the  proceedings ; but,  in  latter  times, 
the  provost,  or  vice-provost,  and  the  jury,  acted  without  them.  A bye-law,  made  in  1743, 
required  that  they  should  be  freemen  and  inhabitants  for  12  months.  They  were  latterly 
called  the  Michaelmas  jury,  or  provost’s  jury.  They  made  bye-laws,  and  presentments,  for 
paving  and  cleansing  the  town,  and  payment  of  salaries  to  the  serjeants  at  mace,  scavengers, 
and  other  inferior  officers,  amounting  to  about  £35  per  annum,  and  which  were  levied 
exclusively  on  the  householders  in  the  limits  of  the  old  borough,  which  latterly  became  the 
poorer  portion  of  the  town.  In  1827,  their  power  to  make  these  presentments  was  resisted  and 
abandoned ; since  which  time  a jury  has  not  been  sworn.  Market  juries  were  also  appointed 
and  sworn  before  them,  and  they  exercised  as  before  mentioned,  but  under  what  authority 
we  cannot  discover,  the  power  of  presenting  persons  to  be  admitted  to  the  freedom  of  the 
borough.  The  jury  was  summoned  by  the  vice-provost,  and  consisted  chiefly  of  the  same 
individuals  successively.  For  many  years  prior  to  its  being  discontinued  the  jury  did  not 
consist  of  freemen ; and  it  appears  to  have  been  principally  kept  up  for  convivial  purposes,  at 
the  expense  of  a few  new  jurors  introduced  each  year,  and  not  afterwards  called  on  to  attend. 

Its  sittings  were  private. 

25.  The  Corporation  has  not  any  exclusive  Jurisdiction,  criminal  or  civil.  Jurisdiction  of 

The  Civil  Court  of  the  Borough,  already  mentioned,  was  held  before  the  provost,  or  vice-  Corporation. 

provost.  It  was  a Court  of  Record,  having  cognizance  of  all  debts  arising  within  the  limits  of  Borough  Court, 
the  borough,  to  the  amount  of  £3  6s.  8 d. 

The  mesne  process  was  either  by  service  or  attachment  of  goods.  The  fees  were  regulated 
by  a presentment  passed  in  the  year  1793;  they  amounted  to  the  sum  of  10s.  8c?. ; but  the 
clerk  appears  to  have  considerably  exceeded  the  fees  so  authorized. 

-The  following  is  a copy  of  the  presentment  and  list  of  fees  : 

“ Michaelmas  Meeting,  1793..  . 

“ We  find,  and  present,  that  the  fees  of  action  prosecuted  in  the  Borough  Court  are 
enormous,  and  the  proceedings  tedious.  We,  therefore,  find  and  present,  that  the  provost  shall 
dispose  of  every  case  before  him  on  the  next  court  day  after  each  action  in  his  court  is  com- 
Brenced,  and.  that  the  costs  shall  not  exceed,  in  any  case,  10s.  8d.  sterling,  to  be  regulated 
according  to  the  T able  of  Fees  now  handed  in  by  the  high  provost  to  the  town  clerk. 
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This  court  has  been  discontinued  about  10  yeavs. 

The  provost,  or  vice-provost,  also  exercised  a summary  jurisdiction  over  small  debts  under 
the  sum  of  5s.,  but  under  what  authority,  save  ancient  usage,  we  have  not  learned. 

26.  The  Assistant  Barrister  of  tlie  county  of  Clare  sits  at  Ennis,  which  is  the  assize  town 
of  the  county,  where  he  tries  civil  bills,  and  holds  quarter  sessions  with  the  county  magistrates 
three  times  in  the  year.  The  division  of  the  county  in  which  Ennis  is  situated  comprises 
three  baronies.  The  assistant  barrister  also  sits,  once  in  the  year  for  the  same  division,  at  Six- 
Mile-Bridge,  12  miles  distant.  The  number  of  civil  bills  from  the  borough  is  stated  to  be 
about  one-tenth  of  those  of  the  entire  division. 

The  absence  of  a local  tribunal  for  the  speedy  trial  of  small  debts,  is  much  complained  of; 
but  the  provost’s  court  not  being  held  before  a professional  judge,  and  the  proceedings  being 
removable  to  the  superior  courts,  its  revival  should  be  accompanied  by  some  provisions  to 
remedy  these  defects. 

27.  A Seneschal’s  Court  for  the  manor  of  Clonrode  is  held  occasionally  in  Ennis.  The 
jurisdiction  extends  to  debts  not  exceeding  £10,  under  a.grant  by  James  I.  to  Donat  Earl  of 
Thomond,  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  his  reign.  The  seneschal  is  not  a professional  man,  and  the 
court  is  but  little  resorted  to.  It  was  mentioned  to  us  as  having  been  much  condemned  by  the 
judges  of  assize  and  the  assistant,  barrister.  It  was  also  stated  that  there  is  some  doubt  as 
to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  extending  to  the  town  of  Ennis.  The  process  is  by  civil  bill, 
and  causes  are  tried  by  jury.  Lord  Egremont  is  now  owner  of  the  manor,  and  appoints  the 
seneschal. 

28.  Petty  Sessions  are  held  in  the  town  of  Ennis  by  justices,  of  the  peace  of  the  county,  of 
whom  15  are  resident  in  the  town  and  neighbourhood.  The  day  appointed  is  Friday  in  each 
week,  and  latterly  the  attendance  has  been  regular.  The  average  number  of  cases  in  the 
last  six  months,  has  been  35  criminal  cases,  and  eight  civil,  per  week.  The  clerk’s  fees  are 
from  £50  to  £60  per  annum. 

29.  There  is  .not  any  Police  of  the  town  or  borough.  The  county  constabulary  force  is 
employed  for  the  purpose,  aided  by  an  additional  force  under  the  Peace  Preservation  Act, 
in  consequence  of  the  late  disturbances.  The  town  is  not  lighted.  The  county  police  act 
as  watchmen  by  a nightly  patrol . An  attempt  was  made  to  put  the  town  under  the  new 
Paving  and  Lighting  Act,  but  failed  in  consequence  of  the  disinclination  of  the  inhabitants 
to  tax  themselves  for  the  purpose.  An  attempt  was  also  previously  made,  in  1825,  to  have 
the  town  lighted,  and  a nightly  watch  provided  by  subscription,  which  succeeded  during 
that  and  the  following  year  by  the  exertions  of  the  then  vice-provost,  but  has  not  since  been 
continued . 

30.  The  Boundary  Bill  has  increased  the  Parliamentary  borough  by  taking  in  all  those 
parts  of  the  town  and  suburbs  which  were  not  included  in  the  ancient  limits;  and  this 
boundary  appears  to  comprise  all  that  is  peculiarly  connected  with  the  town,  and  to  be  that 
which  should  naturally  regulate  the  municipal  jurisdiction,  especially  as  connected  with  any 
local  assessments,  which  would  otherwise  press  almost  exclusively  on  the  poorest  class  of  the 
inhabitants. 

31.  There  is  not  any  borough  Gaol.  Persons  arrested  under  process  of  the  borougli 
court,  or  of  the  provost’s  summary  jurisdiction,  were  committed  to  the  old  county  gaol,  which 
was  situate  within  the  limits  of  the  borough.  The  present  county  gaol  is  not  within  these 
limits,  but  is  included  by  the  Boundary  Bill. 

The  corporate  officers  have  not  any  jurisdiction  over  the  county  gaol.  , , 

There  is  not  any  bridewell,  or  place  of  confinement  for  prisoners,  before  their  nnai 
commitment ; a defect  much  complained  of  by  the  resident  chief  magistrate  of  police. 

32.  The  corporation  does  not  support  any  institution  for  relief  of  the  Poor.  A county 
poor  house  exists  in  the  town,  the  governors  of  which  are  a corporation  under  the  sta*u  e 
the  Irish  Parliament,  11  and  12  Geo.  III.  c.  30.  It  is  supported  by  county  gran  jurjr 
presentments,  which,  ,for  the  last  spring  and  summer  assizes,  amounted  to  the  sum 
£60°.  ...  ..  f 

The  county  fever  hospital  and  infirmary  are  situated  within  the  Parliamentary  lmu 
the  borough. 

33.  There  is  not.  any  Patronage  in  the  hands  of  the  corporation.  A School,  under^^ 
board  of  Erasmus  Smith,  is  established  at  Ennis,  but  is  rather  of  the  nature  o a P.  ^ 
school.  The  master  receives  10  free  scholars.  An  extensive  free  school  has  bee 

by  the  exertions  of  the  Roman  Catholic  clergyman  of  the  parish,  and  is  under  the  ru 
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new  board  of  education.  There  is  a female  free  school  also  under  the  rules  of  the  new  ENNIS. 

board. 

34.  We  have  not  discovered-  that  the  corporation  ever  had  any  Property,  or  has  any  Property. 
income  or  revenue,  charitable  or  otherwise. 

35.  The  vice-provost  derived  for  many  years  a considerable  income  from  the  office  of  Cranage  and  Tolls, 
weighmaster.  The  following  is  the  schedule  of  his  charges  or  fees  as  such,  lodged  with  the 

clerk  of  the  peace  of  the  county  of  Clare,  in  1825,  under  the  57  Geo.  III.  c.  10S.  s.  7,  by 
the  then  vice-provost,  Richard  Kenny,  Esq.,  and  stated  to  be  sanctioned  by  presentment  of 
the  Michaelmas  jury  at  a quarterly  meeting,  held  the  25th  November  1825.  They  are 
lower  than  the  charges  previously  levied  : 

d. 

For  every  empty  cask  or  firkin,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  butter  in  same, 
and  that  the  same  shall  be  brought  to  be  branded  to  the  weighmaster  - 1 
For  every  cask  of  butter  coming  to  be  weighed  and  branded,  and  marking 
the  tare  on  same  by  the  weighmaster  ------  2 

For  trying  said  butter,  and  giving  a ticket  of  same  - 1 

For  every  crock  or  tub  of  butter  weighing  over  10  lbs.,  and  giving  a ticket 
of  same  ------------  3 

For  every  crock  or  tub  of  butter  weighing  under  lOlbs.,  and  giving  a ticket 

of  same 2 

For  any  quantity  of  wool  weighed,  over  1 cwt. 1 

For  all  small  draughts  under  1 cwt.  - 04 

For  weighing  all  small  draughts  of  feathers  ------  1 

For  weighing  of  hides,  and  giving  a ticket  of  same  • - - - 3 

For  all  draughts  of  coal  and  kelp  weighed,  over  1 cwt.  •-  1 

For  all  goods  and  merchandise  weighed,  and  exceeding  1 cwt.  - - 1 

For  any  thing  under  1 cwt.  --------  - 0^ 

For  any  barley  and  rape  weighed  at  the  scales,  by  the  barrel  - - - 2 

For  wheat,  by  the  barrel  containing  20  stone  -----  2 

For  oats,  by  the  barrel  of  28  stone 2 

For  wheat,  by  the  cwt.  - --  --  --  --1 

These  cranage  fees  were  generally  let  by  the  vice-provost  for  the  year,  and  by  an  extra- 
ordinary practice,  of  the  origin  of  which  we  found  no  evidence,  and  can  only  suppose  it  to* 
have  been  derived  from  some  arrangement  by  which  the  corporation  was  allowed  to  appoint 
the  weighmaster,  an  appointment  vested  by  the  statutes,  except  as  to  butter,  in  the  owner  of 
the  tolls,  the  same  fees  in  amount  on  each  article,  in  the  above  schedule  were  collected  by  the 
lessees  or  collectors  of  the  vice-provost,  and  paid  over  to  the  lessee  of  the  tolls  under  Lord 
Egremont.  Thus  in  fact  the  cranage  ices  were  doubled.  The  lessee  of  Lord  Egremont 
received  in  addition  fair  and  market  tolls  on  cattle,  &c.  No  charge  of  cranage  fees  on  potatoes 
was  made  by  the  vice-provost  since  1825.  The  payment  of  these  charges  to  the  vice-provost 
has  been  resisted,  as  already  stated,  and  very  little  has  been  paid  to  that  officer  since  1S30. 

But  notwithstanding  this,  the  double  charges  have  been  in  some  eases,  and  are  still  said  to  bo 
made  and  received  by  the  lessee  of  the  tolls  under  Lord  Egremont,  or  persons  deriving  as 
under-tenants  from  that  person.  The  collection  oftlie  cranage  is,  in  fact,  at  present  in  a state 
of  the  utmost  confusion.  The  lessee  of  the  tolls  claims  it,  though  not  specifically  appointed 
weighmaster,  and  the  under-collectors  still  act  in  weighing,  without,  as  far  as  we  could  dis- 
cover, a legal  authority  from  any  person,  and  charge  for  all  articles  weighed,  including  potatoes. 

The  butter  merchants  have  abandoned  the  public  crane,  and  not  being  by  law  entitled  to 
charge  the  purchaser  for  weighing,  they  actually  impose  on  the  latter  a charge  of  8 d.  per 
firkin,  (the  amount  of  the  former  double  charge  on  cranage,)  for  defraying,  as  alleged,  the 
charges  in  the  Limerick  market.  There  is  not  any  official  person,  either  as  vice- provost  or 
weighmaster,  to  watch  the  conduct  of  the  individuals  in  possession  of  the  weights  and  scales, 
and  regulate  those  in  public  use ; and  from  the  absence  of  any  efficient  public  officer  to  attend 
to  the  fairs  and  markets,  and  the  present  application  of  the  tolls  and  charges  demanded  in 
them  to  the  private  uses  of  individuals,  their  collection  continues  to  he  what  it  is  stated  always 
hitherto  to  have  been,  the  source  of  grievous  vexation  and  complaint. 

There  is  a butter  weighhouse,  built  in  1825,  partly  by  subscription  and  partly  by  the  weigh- 
waster,  out  of  the  fees  of  his  office. 

The  Tolls  of  the  Tuesday’s  market  and  of  the  fairs  held  in  the  town  are  claimed  by  the  Tolls. 

Earl  of  Egremont,  under  letters  patent  from  King  James  I.,  in  the  seventh  year  of  his  reign,  to 
Donat  Earl  of  Thomond.  (Pat.  7 Jac.  I.  p.  2.  m.  42.)  The  power  of  holding  a Court  of  Pie 
Poudre  is  contained  in  the  grant,  but  such  a court  does  not  appear  to  have  been  held  in 
modem  times.  Tuesday  is  the  market  day  mentioned  in  the  patent,  but  the  tolls  are  collected 
every  day  in  the  week. 

36.  In  general  the  Town  is  not  considered  to  have  improved  of  late  years,  hut  the  corn  and  State  ani P»e- 
tatter  mallet  for  export  has  greatly  increased.  Vessels  con  come  up  to  thevdhge  of  Clare, 
about  two  miles  distant  from  Ennis,  and  could  be  easily  enabled  to  reach  the  town  by  some 
improvements  in  the  river  Fergus,  for  which  a loan  of  £9,000  was  applied  tor  to  the 
Commissioners  of  Public  Works,  but  not  granted  from  the  inability  of  these  places  to  otter 
*be  required  security.* 

* First  Report  of  Commissioners  on  Public  Works,  Ireland,  p.  11.  26. 

AT.  C.I.  4 K 
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ENNIS.  q^e  quantity  of  grain  sold  in  Ennis  in  the  past  year  has  been  estimated  at 

60.000  barrels  of  wheat  at  20  stone  to  the  barrel, 

30.000  „ barley  16  „ 

and  100,000  „ oats  14  „ 

It  has  been  suggested  to  us  that  a moderate  toll  on  these  commodities,  which  are  the  chief 
articles  of  commerce  in  Ennis,  would  produce  an  adequate  fund  for  the  payment  of  municipal 
officers,  and  pavinoy  lighting,  and  cleansing  the  town,  and  would  not,  when  so  applied,  be 
objected  to.  This  "suggestion,  however,  supposes  the  extinction  of  the  rights  of  the  Earl  of 
Egremont  as  owner  of  the  market  tolls. 

Guild  of  the  Staple  37.  A Guild  of  merchants  of  the  Staple  was  created  at  Clare,  by  a charter  granted  by 
at  Clare.  King  James  I.,  in  the  twentieth  year  of  his  reign,  by  the  name  of  the  mayor,  constables,  and 

society  of  the  staple  of  that  town.  We  could  not  find  any  trace  of  this  institution  now 
existing.  The  charter  is  enrolled.  (Rot.  Pat.  20  Jac.  I.  p.  2.  m.  24.) 

Clare  may  be  considered  as  the  port  of  Ennis.  It  has,  by  the  enumeration  of  1831,  a 


population  of  1,021  persons. 

Statistical  38.  In  1831,  the  town  of  Ennis  contained 

Details.  Houses  inhabited  - --  --  --  - 1,081 

Ditto  uninhabited  - --  --  --  - 3 

Ditto  building  -*>.--  " “ " “ “ 20 

Families  chiefly  employed  in  agriculture  - 293 

Ditto  trade,  manufacture,  and  handicraft  - 518 

Ditto  not  comprised  in  the  two  preceding  classes  - - 401 

Persons:  males,  3,549;  females,  4,162.  Total  - 7,711 

Ditto  employed  in  retail  trade  or  handicraft  - 743 

Ditto  capitalists,  professional  and  other  educated  men  - - 165 


Observations. 


Acts  of  Parliament. 
Documents  sent. 


The  population,  in  1821,  was 
Increase  in  10  years 


6,701 

1,011 


39.  The  corporation  of  Ennis  cannot  be  considered  as  at  present  of  any  public  utility.  The 
only  efficient  office,  that  of  the  vice-provost,  is  no  longer  filled,  and  the  provost  has  beenlatterly 
appointed  for  no  other  purpose  that  we  can  observe,  but  to  act  as  returning  officer  at  the 
election  of  a Member  of  Parliament,  and  preside  at  the  meetings  of  the  burgesses.  The 
useful  powers  conferred  on  the  provost  by  the  charter,  have,  been  neglected  and  abandoned, 
and  a few  individuals,  the  nominees  of  tne  patrons  of  the  borough,  who  meet  only  to  elect 
the  provost,  and  fill  up  vacancies  in  their  own  number,  present  the  mere  form  of  a 
corporate  body,  without  affording  the  slightest  service  or  benefit  to  the  inhabitants.  The 
discontinuance  of  the  local  court,  the  collection  and  application  of  the  tolls,  and  the  neglect 
of  the  state  of  the  public  markets,  are  the  principal  topics  of  general  complaint,  and  a refor- 
mation which  would  tend  to  the  correction  of  these  evils  is  much  to  be  desired. 

We  have  the  satisfaction  of  adding,  that,  on  the  occasion  of  our  visit  to  Ennis,  one  of  the 
most  influential  members  of  the  corporation  testified  before  us  his  willingness  to  give  effect  to 
such  arrangements  as  might  be  acceptable  to  the  inhabitants,  ancl  beneficial  to  the  town,  and 
we  found  no  evidence  of  any  disinclination  on  the  part  of  the  burgesses  to  accede  to  such 
changes  as  might  be  satisfactory  to  the  inhabitants  for  the  regulation  of  their  internal 
police. 

40.  There  are  not  any  Acts  of  Parliament  relating  to  this  town. 

41.  We  send  with  this  Report  a copy  of  the  Schedule  of  Tolls  claimed  by  the  lessee  of 
the  Earl  of  Egremont,  and  of  the  Schedule  of  Cranage  Charges  claimed  by  the  Vice-Provost, 
with  the  resolution  of  the  Provost’s  Jury  thereon,  of  25th  November  1825. 


MAZIERE  BRADY. 
JOHN  R.  CORBALLIS. 


Inquiry  held  at  Ennis,  the  23d  and  24th  days  of  September  1833. 
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TOWN  AND  COUNTY  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  GALWAY. 


1.  THE  Town  and  County  of  the  Town  of  Galway  comprise  the  present  town  and  suburbs  Limits. 

(with  the  exception  of  the  county  court  house  and  gaol)  and  a considerable  district  extending 
between  two  and  three  miles  round  the  town.  The  entire  of  the  parish  of  St.  Nicholas  and 

parts  of  the  parishes  of  Rahoon  and  Oranmore,  are  contained  within  these  Limits,  which 
have  not  been  altered  by  the  Boundary  Bill. 

2.  The  earliest  known  Charter  relating  to  the  election  of  corporate  officers  in  Galway,  Charter  of 
was  granted  by  King  Richard  II.,  in  the  nineteenth  year  ofhis  reign ; (1395 ;)  but  the  existence  Richard  II. 

of  municipal  authorities  before  that,  period,  is  evidenced  by  this  charter  being  granted  to  Evidence  of  the 
“ the  provost  and  co-burgesses  of  the  town  of  Galway,”  and  by  a murage  grant  of  Existence  of  a 
Edward  III.,  for  five  years,  to  “ the  bailiffs  and  goodmen”  of  the  town,  of  certain  customs  on  previous  Municipa- 
saleable  commodities.*  It  also  appears,  that  in  1374  a writ  issued  to  the  sheriff  of  Connaught  ' 
to  distrain  the  provost  and  bailiff's  of  Galway  by  their  lands  and  chattels,  until  they  should 
render  an  account  of  the  murage  and  pavage  ; and  summonses  to  Parliament,  in  the  years 
1376,  1380,  and  1384,  were  addressed  to  the  provost  and  bailiffs  of  Galway.  A writ  of  the 
Lord  Justice  of  Ireland,  13th  May  1377,  mentions  the  sovereign,  provost,  and  burgesses. 

Edward  III.,  in  the  forty-ninth  year  of  his  reign,  (1375,)  ordained,  “to  provide  for  the  relief  of 
the  burgesses  and  merchants  of  the  town,”  that  the  staple  should  be  there  for  three  years. 

This  grant,  is  enrolled.  (Rot.  Pat.  49  Edw.  III.  m.  9.  f.)f  The  town  is,  therefore,  said  to 
have  been  a corporation  by  prescription.  By  the  charter  of  Richard  II.  he  granted  to  the 
provost  and  co-burgesses  power  to  elect  among  themselves  a sovereign  annually  ; and  that 
no  merchant,  or  other  person,  foreign  or  native,  who  should  not  be  continually  resident  in  the 
town,  and  sw'orn  a co-burgess,  should  buy  or  sell  by  retail  within  the  liberty  of  the  town. 

This  charter  also  granted  to  the  co-burgesses,  that  they  should  have  and  use  within  the 
government,  power,  and  dominion  of  the  King,  the  Liberties,  Franchises,  Jurisdiction,  Privi-  Grant  of  the 
leges.  Cognizance  of  Pleas,  Tolls,  and  Free  Customs,  enjoyed  and  used  by  the  burgesses  of 
Drogheda  on  each  side  of  the  water. 

3.  By  a further  Charter,  in  the  nineteenth  year  of  his  reign,  Richard  II.,  “ for  the  safety  2d  Charter  of 
of  the  town  to  be  enclosed  with  a stone  wall,  and  the  parts  adjacent,  and  in  aid  of  the  paving  Richard.  II. 
of  the  town,”  granted  to  “the  provost  and  bailiffs,  and  communities”  of  the  town  and  their 

successors,  that  they  might  take,  for  all  saleable  things  coming  to  the  town  by  land  or  by  u‘  s an 

water,  or  passing  from  the  same,  certain  Customs  or  Tolls  enumerated  in  the  charter,  and 
commanded  the  provost,  bailiffs,  and  commonalty  to  cause  them  to  be  levied : “ provided  for  Murage  and 
always,  that  the  income  arising  therefrom  should  be  faithfully  expended  on  the  Murage  and  ava!=e‘ 

Pavage  of  the  said  town,  and  not  otherwise.” 

This  charter  forms  the  original  title  to  the  tolls  now  collected;  and  the  proviso  for  their 
expenditure  has  been  lately  made  the  subject  of  an  information  in  Chancery,  the  proceedings 
in  which  will  be  noticed  hereafter. 


4.  These  charters  of  Richard  II.  were  confirmed  by  Henry  IV.  and  Edward  IV.,  and  the  ContaaUmisb}- 

Charter  of  Confirmation  of  the  latter  monarch  contains  a similar  proviso  as  to  the  application  jy. 

of  the  tolls.  „ , ...... 

5.  From  the  grant  of  the  first  Charter  to  the  year  3484,  the  chief  officer  of  the  corporation  A ° 
was  the  sovereign,  elected  under  the  authority  drthat  charter.  Provosts  also  appear  to  have 

been  appointed,  but  the  constitution  was  altered  in  that  year  by  Richard  111.,  who,  by  a 
charter  dated  15th  December,  in  the  second  year  of  his  reign,  after  confirming  the  charter  or 
Richard  II.,  and  the  grant  of  tolls,  with  a similar  proviso  as  to  their  application,  granted 
licence  to  the  sovereign,  provosts,  bailiffs,  and  commonalty,  yearly,  forever,  of  their  common 
assent,  to  elect  a Mayor  and  two  Bailiffs,  as  was  accustomed  to  be  done  in  the  town  of  Brfstol 
Bristol,  well  and  laudably  to  rule  and  govern  the  said  town  of  Galway,  and  the  laws  and 
good  customs  therein  anciently  used  and  approved  of,  to  maintain  and  administer. 

6.  The  next  Charter  granted  to  the  town  of  Galway,  is  that  of  Henry  VIII.,  July  3 HerHvVlII 

1545.  By  this  charter,  after  a recital  and  confirmation  of  those  of  Richard  II.,  e or  o , p t 

Galway,  and  the  bay,  or  arm  of  the  sea,  which  enters  between  the  islands  of  Arran,  and  from  ^ Galwav  to  tlie 
thence  flows  to  the  town  of  Galway,  are  granted  to  the  mayor,  bailifts,  burgesses,  and  Gorporatj'on_ 
commonalty.  The  burgesses  and  commonalty  are  declared  to  be  eased  ot  loll.  Las  age. 

Pontage,  Murage,  Pavage,  Poundages,  and  other  customs  and  usages,  throughout  all  Exemption  from 
Henry’s  kingdoms  and  power.  The  mayor  is  directed  to  be  sworn  before  the  preceding  0 
Mayor,  or  two  others  who  have  previously  served  that  office.  This  charter  also  coutams 
some  provisions  as  to  prisage  of  wines  and  customs,  and  grants  to  the  mayor,  bailitts, 

* This  instrument  is  published,  p.  58  of  “ The  HisLory  of  the  Town  and  County  of  the  Town  of 
, Galway  by  James  Hardiman,  Esq.”  late  a Subcommissioner  of  Public  Records.  It  is  stated  thereto 
be  on  record  in  the  Tower  of  London.  (Pat.  34.  Edw.  III.  p.  1.  m.  20.)  We  have  received  valuable 
assistance  from  this  work  in  the  course  of  our  Inquiry,  * * 

t Revoked  in  1377.  (Rot.  Claus.  51  Edw.  III.  m.  7.  f.) 
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burgesses,  and  commonalty,  the  Liberties,  Usages,  Jurisdictions,  Privileges,  Franchises 
Customs,  and  Cognizance  of  Pleas  of  the  mayor,  sheriffs,  burgesses,  and  commonalty  0f  th* 
town  of  Drogheda,  saving  to  the  King  and  his  heirs,  the  rents,  services,  amercements,  issue'6 
and  other  profits,  " to  us  and  our  ancestors,  lords  of  the  town,  aforesaid,”  out  of  the  town’ 
and  the  courts  of  the  same,  issuing,  belonging,  or  appertaining. 

This  charter  also  contains  a saving  to  the  King,  his  heirs  and  successors,  of  the  customs  of 
every  last  of  hides  in  the  port,  which  is  called  the  cocket,  and  a saving  to  the  provost  and 
burgesses  of  the  town  of  Athenry  of  their  accustomed  liberties,  franchises,  and  privileges  in 
the  town  and  port  of  Galway. 

7.  These  charters  were  again  confirmed  by  Edward  VI. 

8.  Elizabeth,  in  the  twentieth  year  of  her  reign,  granted  a new  Charter  to  the  corporation. 
(Pat.  20.  Eliz.  a.  5.) 

By  it,  after  reciting  at  length  the  former  charters,  she  confirms  to  the  mayor,  bailiffs 
burgesses,  and  commonalty  of  the  town,  and  their  successors,  all  the  privileges,  & c.,  granted 
by  those  charters,  and  gives  them,  among  other  new  privileges,  power  to  elect  yearly  a 
Recorder,  Coroner,  Eschcator,  Customer,  Comptroller  of  Customs,  Searcher,  Gauger,  and  all 
other  officers  and  ministers  necessary  and  convenient  within  the  town  and  liberties,  with  the 
like  powers,  fees.  &c.  as  other  similar  officers  had  and  enjoyed  in  any  towms,  cities,  or  other 
places  in  Ireland. 

The  charter  confers  on  the  Mayor  the  office  or  authority  of  admiral  within  the  town,  its 
liberties,  franchises,  and  suburbs,  and  within  and  over  the  islands  of  Arran,  and  from  those 
islands  to  Galway,  on  each  side  of  the  water,  as  well  by  sea  as  by  land  and  fresh  water,  and 
grants  to  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  burgesses,  and  commonalty,  that  they  may  have  and  levy  for 
the  common  use  of  the  town,  all  wrecks,  forfeitures,  fines,  &c.  arising  from  this  Admiralty 
Jurisdiction. 

It  exempted  the  Burgesses  inhabiting,  dwelling,  or  residing  within  the  town,  franchises, 
and  liberties,  from  being  compelled  to  come  to  any  assizes,  sessions,  inquests,  or  juries,  in 
Dublin  or  elsewhere,  in  Ireland,  concerning  matters  arising  within  the  town,  and  from  beino- 
put  on  juries  without  the  town  for  civil  matters. 

This  charter  also  grants  to  the  corporation  the  Customs  therein  mentioned,  (which  are  the 
same  as  those  granted  by  Richard  II. :)  “ provided  always,  that  the  monies  arising  thereout 
shall  be  faithfully  expended  on  the  murage  and  pavage  of  the  town,  and  not  elsewhere  or 
otherwise.”  It  further  makes  the  mayor  and  recorder  for  the  time  being,  justices  of  the 
peace  within  the  town  and  liberties,  with  non-intromittent  clauses  against  the  interference 
of  all  other  justices,  sheriffs,  escheators,  and  other  officers  of  the  Crown.  It  also  empowers 
the  corporation  to  have  a gaol  within  the  town,  and  grants  to  them,  in  very  ample  words, 
the  liberties  and  franchises  enjoyed  by  the  corporations  of  Waterford  and  Drogheda. 

9.  James  I.,  by  Charter,  in  the  eighth  year  of  his  reign,  confirmed  the  previous  privileges, 
and  erected  the  town,  and  all  castles,  messuages,  lands,  &c.,  within  the  space  of  two  miles  of 
every  part  of  it  in  a straight  line,  into  a county  of  itself,  distinct  from  the  county  at  large, 
by  the  name  of  “ The  County  of  the  Town  of  Galway ;”  the  sites  and  precincts  of  the  abbey 
of  St.  Francis,  and  St.  Augustine’s  fort,  and  the  lands  belonging  to  the  fort,  were  reserved  as 
part  of  the  county  of  Galway,  for  holding  the  assizes  and  county  courts. 

The  mayor,  bailiffs,  burgesses,  and  commonalty  were,  by  this  charter,  incorporated  by  the 
name  of  “ The  Mayor,  Sheriffs,  Free  Burgesses,  and  Commonalty and  a Guild  of  Merchants 
of  the  Staple,  consisting  of  a mayor,  two  constables,  and  such  number  of  merchants  as  they 
should  think  most  expedient,  was  also  incorporated.  The  election  of  the  sheriff  is  directed  to 
be  by  the  mayor,  sheriffs,  free  burgesses,  and  commonalty,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  on 
Lammas  day,  out  of  the  free  burgesses,  and  they  are  to  be  sworn  in  on  Michaelmas  day, 
to  bold  office  for  a year  from  thence,  and.  until  their  successors  should  be  elected  and  sworn. 
This  charter  grants  the  mayor  power  to  hav^  a sword  borne  before  him,  and  provides  for  the 
appointment  of  a swordbearer.  -It  is  enrolled  in  Chancery.  (Pat.  8 Jac.  I.  p.  3.  m.  28.  d.) 

10.  About  this  period  it  would  seem  that  the  Right  of  the  Commonalty,  or  Freemen,  to 
share  in  elections  had  been  doubted,  or  encroached  upon ; for,  by  a bye-law  of  1605,  it  is 
provided  that  every  freeman,  “ being  merchant,  dwelling  in  town,  keeping  crock-and-pan,  anc 
paying  tax  and  talliage  should  have  a voice  in  electing  officers  yearly,  and  also  m all 
general  matters  which  should  happen.”  This  power  the  freemen  appear  to  have  exercised  at 
what  is  called,  in  the  corporation  books,  a meeting  in  tholsel,  an  assembly  which  is  still  kept 
up,  at  least  in  form. 

A Council  existed  from  a very  early  period,  consisting  of  the  mayor,  sheriffs,  or  bailiffs, 
and  the  burgesses,  or  free  burgesses,  several  of  whom  having  either  served  the  office  of  mayor, 
or  being  selected  as  eligible  to  that  office,  were  called  at  one  period  mayors,  and  more 
recently  aldermen ; the  number  of  members  of  the  council  does  not  appear  to  have  been  de  n 

1 1 . Important  Alterations  were  made  in  the  constitution  by  the  " N ew  Rules,”  in  the  tw  enty 
fifth  year  of  the  reign  of  Charles  II.,  in  pursuance  of  the  Act  of  Explanation,  and  a new  cnarte  , 
embodying  these  rules,  was  granted  by  that  monarch,  in  the  twenty-ninth  year  of  his  rei0 

This  charter,  after  constituting  the  town  of  Galway  a free  borough,  and  the  town  an 1 
land  within  the  space  of  two  miles  from  it,  a county  of  itself,  declares  that  there  s ^ 
the  town  and  county  of  the  town,  a body  corporate,  consisting  of  one  mayor,  two  s erj.  ’ ^ 
burgesses,  and  commonalty,  with  power  to  return,  as  formerly,  two  persons  to  Ear  i ^ 
It  declares  that  13  persons  named  in  it,  and  such  others  as  the  "mayor,  sheruts,  ^ 
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major  part  of  the  burgesses  for  the  time  being  shall  choose,  shall  be  the  first  free  burgesses, 
and  constitutes  all  such  inhabitants  of  the  town,  and  such  and  so  many  others  as  the  mayor, 
sheriffs,  and  free  burgesses  shall  admit  into  the  Freedom  of  the  town,  to  be  of  the 

commonalty. 

The  power  of  electing  the  Mayor,  Sheriffs,  Recorder,  and  Town  Clerk,  and  other  Officers, 
is,  by  this  charter,  given  exclusively  to  the  mayor,  sheriffs,  and  common  council,  and  the 
names  of  the  persons  so  elected  to  the  offices  of  mayor,  sheriffs,  recorder,  and  town  clerk  are 
directed  to  be  presented  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Privy  Council,  for  their  approval.  A 
further  important  provision  of  this  charter  is,  that  no  matters  in  anywise  relating  to  the 
affairs  of  the  town  shall  be  propounded  or  debated  in  the  tholsel,  or  general  assembly  of  the 
town,  until  the  same  shall  have  first  passed  the  common  council,  on  pain  of  disfranchisement 
of  the  person  offending  against  the  rule. 

This  charter  also  creates  a Guild  of  Merchants  of  the  Staple,  and  a weekly  Court  of  Record 
to  he  held  before  the  mayor  and  recorder,  or  their  deputies,  and  restores  and  confirms  to  the 
corporation  all  the  estates,  liberties,  customs,  &c.,  which  they  enjoyed  under  any  former 
charters,  or  other  title,  on  the  2‘2d  day  of  October  1641,  (the  day  before  that  on  -which  the 
Irish  rebellion  broke  out,)  but  with  certain  savings,  which  will  be  hereafter  noticed. 

12.  This  is  the  Governing  Charter  of  the  corporation ; but  certain  regulations,  which  will 
be  noticed  in  the  course  of  this  Report,  have  been  made  as  to  the  election  of  officers  and 
admission  of  freemen,  by  an  Act  of  the  Irish  Parliament,  4 Geo.  I.  c.  15,  recentlyjAtered  in 
favour  of  Roman  Catholics,  by  an  Act  of  His  present  Majesty’s  reign,  1 and  2 Will.  IV., 
c.  49.  This  charter  is  enrolled.  (Rot.  Pat.  29  Car.  II.  p.  2.  m.  30.) 

13.  In  the  year  1687,  a quo  warranto  from  the  Exchequer  tvas  issued  against  the  corporation 
bv  the  attorney  general  of  King  James  II.,  and  an  order  was  made  by  the  Council  that  the 
corporation  should  surrender  their  charter  to  His  Majesty,  or  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  as  thought 
fit  bv  the  recorder,  or,  if  he  should  see  cause,  to  plead  to  the  quo  warranto.  Judgment  was  had 
against  them,  and  the  charters  were  seized  into  the  King’s  hand,  and  a new  charter  of  incor- 
poration granted,  for  obtaining  which  the  sum  of  £150  was  ordered  to  be  applotted  on  “ the 
freemen  of  the  guild  company  of  the  corporation.”  It  was  part  of  the  instructions  given  by 
the  common  council  on  the  occasion,  that  application  should  be  made  to  hare  the  boundary 
enlarged  to  four  miles,  but  the  present  boundary  is  founded  on  the  preceding  charters. 
This  charter,  in  common  with  many  others  granted  by  the  same  monarch  to  different 
corporations  in  Ireland,  was  only  acted  on  during  the  remainder  of  his  short  reign.  It 
prodded  that  the  common  council  should  consist  of  the  mayor,  recorder,  26  aldermen,  two 
sheriffs,  60  free  burgesses,  and  a chamberlain.  The  election  of  the  mayor,  and  other  officers, 
and  the  power  of  admitting  freemen  were  given  exclusively  to  the  common  council,  and  a 
power  of  amotion  was  given  to  the  chief  governor  by  order  of  the  Privy  Council.  This 
charter  was  enrolled.  (Rot.  Pat.  4 Jac.  II.  m.  d.) 

14.  There  do  not  appear  to  have  been  any  Guilds  or  Companies  of  Trades  incorporated 
by  royal  charter  in  the  town  of  Galway,  except  the  guild  of  merchants  of  the  staple ; but  the 
corporation  books  contain  occasional  notices  of  the  incorporation  of  such  companies  by  the 
mayor  and  common  council,  and  the  charter  of  James  II.  states  this  to  have  been  the  former 
usage.  In  1688,  a charter  was  thus  granted  to  the  joiners,  masons,  shipwrights,  plasterers, 
turners,  slaters,  sawyers,  upholsterers,  millers,  and  millwrights,  and  charters  soon  after  to 
the  tallowchancllers  and  soapboilers,  carpenters  and  smiths.  A company  of  plasterers  and 
painters  is  mentioned  in  an  entry  of  October  1686.  A charter  also  appears  to  have  been 
granted  to  the  feltmakers.  By  a warrant  produced  to  us,  dated  in  the  year  1/14,  from  the 
mayor  of  Galway  to  the  master,  wardens,  and  company  of  the  bakers  and  cooks,  we  conclude 
that  a charter  had  also  been  granted  to  this  company.  The  existence  of  such  bodies  is 
to  be  inferred  from  the  4 Geo.  I.  c.  15.  s.  5,  and  they  are  kept  up,  in  some  form,  to  the 
present  day  by  the  members  of  various  trades,  who  elect  masters  and  wardens,  admit  freemen 
on  payment  of  certain  fees,  and  make  rules  for  the  regulation  of  the  trade  as  to  apprentices, 
wages,  &c.  These  rules,  and  the  practice  of  the  members,  tend  to  keep  up  the  rate  of 
wages,  and  to  the  exclusion  from  work  of  persons  not  free  of  the  guild,  but  acts  of  violence 
against  strangers  have  not  lately  occurred.  The  guilds  have  not  been  for  many  years  recog- 
nised as  component  parts  of  the  corporation,  or  admitted  to  any  privileges  connected  with  it. 
The  power  of  incorporating  such  companies  is  not  expressly  given  by  any  of  the  charters, 
except  that  of  James  II. 

15.  The  Title  of  the  Corporation,  by  the  charter  of  Charles  II.,  is,  “The  Mayor, ^Sheriffs, 
Free  Burgesses,  and  Commonalty  of  the  Town  and  County  of  the  Town  of  Galway. 

16.  The  Officers  of  the  corporation  named  in  it  are, 

A Mayor, 

Two  Sheriffs, 

Free  Burgesses,  unlimited, 

A Recorder,  * 

A Town  Clerk, 

A Mayor  of  the  Staple, 

Two  Constables  of  the  Staple, 

A Swordbearer. 

The  other  Officers  appearing  to  be  appointed  by  the  corporation  are, 

A Chamberlain, 

A Water  Bailiff, 
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A Weighmaster, 

A Coroner,  » 

Four  Serjeants  at  Mace, 

A Macebearer, 

A Pilot. 

17.  There  were  793  Freemen  registered  as  voters  in  1S32,  but  G8S  were  directed  to  b 

struck  off  the  registry  by  order  of  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons,  on  the  report  of  a6 
election  committee  in  1J$33 ; 445  of  these  have  been  registered  anew,  since  the  period  of  ou 
visit  to  Galway.  The  number  of  non-resident  freemen  on  the  corporation  books  is  stat  1 
to  be  923.  > eu 

18.  The  Mayor  is  elected  at  an  annual  meeting  of  the  mayor,  sheriffs,  and  common 
council.  He  must  be  a free  burgess,  and  must,  under  the  “New  Rules,”  and  the  charter  of 
Charles  II,  be  approved  of  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Privy  Council.  The  mayor  does 
not  lose  his  office  of  free  burgess  during  his  mayoralty,  and  there  is  no  provision  by  charter 
or  bye-law,  against  the  re-election  of  the  same  individual  as  mayor  in  successive  year’5 
This  has,  accordingly,  frequently  happened.  A vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  the 
mayor  in  office  must  be  supplied,  for  the  remainder  of  the  year,  within  15  days,  and  the 
power  of  election,  in  such  cases,  is  in  the  sheriffs  and  common  council. 

19.  It  was  provided  by  the  statute  4 Geo.  I.  c.  15.  s.  3,  as  a great  encouragement  to  the 
Protestaq^  inhabitants  to  continue,  and  to  other  Protestants  to  come  and  inhabit  in  the  town 
of  Galway,  that  from  the  25th  day  of  December  1717,  none  should  be  elected  Mayor, 
Sheriffs,  or  Common  Councilmen,  who  should  not  be  inhabitants  within  the  town  and  liberties 
thereof  at  the  time  of  election,  and  resident  for  one  whole  year  before.  In  practice,  it  is  not 
now  considered  necessary  that  the  mayor  should  be  a resident  inhabitant  at  the  time  of 
election,  probably  upon  the  authority  of  the  statute  21  Geo.  II.  c.  10.  s.  8,  which — reciting 
the  difficulty  of  finding  Protestant  inhabitants  in  many  towns  corporate,  and  boroughs,  not 
being  cities,  who,  on  account  of  their  circumstances,  were  fit  to  he  trusted  in  the  offices  of 
burgesses,  and  other  offices  therein ; and  that  it  was  questioned  whether,  under  the  charters, 
persons,  not  inhabitants,  could  be  elected  burgesses  or  other  officers — enacts  that  no  person,  in 
other  respects  duly  elected  and  admitted  into  such  office,  or  franchise,  should  he  ousted  or 
molested  by  reason  of  his  not  being  an  inhabitant,  or  resident,  at  the  time  of  his  election. 
It  seems  also  to  have  been  considered  that  a residence  at  any  time,  for  the  period  of  a year, 
though  not  immediately  before  the  election,  was  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  provision  of  4 Geo.  I. 
c.  15.  s.  3. 

20.  The  mayor,  in  case  of  sickness,  or  absence,  " on  urgent  or  important  occasions  of  his 
own,”  may  appoint  a Deputy  during  the  time  of  such  sickness  or  absence.  It  is  not 
necessary  by  the  charter  that  the  deputy  should  be  a free  burgess,  or  of  the  common  council ; 
but,  by  a bye-law  of  1685,  it  was  provided  “ that  no  deputy  mayor  should  be  but  one  of  the 
aldermen  or  free  burgesses,  to  be  nominated  by  the  mayor  and  approved  of  by  the  major 
part  of  the  common  council.”  This  power  of  appointing  a deputy  appears  to  have  been 
exercised  frequently,  even  within  the  .last  10  years,  by  an  appointment  extending  in  practice 
through  the  whole  year  of  office  of  the  mayor  elect,  so  as  to  dispense  entirely  with  his 
personal  attendance,  and  for  four  years,  namely,  1823,  1824,  1825,  and  1826,  the  same 
individuals  filled  the  offices  of  mayor  and  deputy  without  interruption.  This  course  of 
proceeding  does  not  appear  to  us  to  be  warranted  by  the  provisions  of  the  charter,  which  we 
consider  as  only  providing  for  tlie  sickness,  or  occasional  and  necessary  absence  of  the  mayor, 
and  a temporary  appointment  of  a deputy  during  such  emergency.  It  is  obviously  calculated 
to  enable  non-residents  to  fill  the  office,  without  incurring  the  trouble  or  responsibility  of  the 
important  duties  attached  to  it. 

21.  The  Sheriffs  are  elected  by  the  same  body,  and  at  the  same  meeting,  as  the  mayor. 
They  must  he  free  burgesses,  and"  must  be  approved  of  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Privy 
Council.  The  same  person  is  frequently  re-elected,  and  the  provision  against  non-residence 
is  not  observed,  at  least  as  to  one. 

22.  The  names  of  Aldermen  occur  in  the  more  ancient  books  of  the  corporation  as  elected 
by  the  common  council  out  of  the  free  burgesses,  and  the  number  was,  at  one  time,  limited 
to  28 ; but  they  were  not  a distinct  body,  and  it  appears  to  have  been  principally  a title  of 
dignify,  conferred  on  those  who  had  served  the  office  of  mayox\ 

23.  The  Free  Burgesses  are,  under  the  charter  of  Charles  II.,  to  be  elected  by  the  mayor, 
sheriffs,  and  major  part  of  the  free  burgesses.  Being  a freeman  of  the  corporation,  appears 
to  be  the  only  qualification  for  the  office.  The  restriction  as  to  residence,  in  the  4 Geo.  1. 
c.  15,  mentions  common  councilmen,  and  there  appear  to  have  been  persons  formerly 
admitted  as  such,  without  being  elected  free  burgesses. 

The  Number  of  the  free  burgesses  is  unlimited ; the  present  council  consists  of  41,  of 
whom  15  are  non-resident.  The  free  burgesses  hold  the  office  until  death,  resignation,  or 
removal.  No  instances  haVe  recently  occurred  of  removal  or  resignation. 

24.  The  mayor,  sheriffs,  and  free  burgesses  constitute  the  Select  Body  or  common  council. 

25.  The  Recorder  is  elected  annually  by  the  common  council.  He  is  not  required  to  be 
a free,  burgess,. but  must  be  learned  in  the  laws.,  The  recorder  has  always  been  a barns  , 
and  the  same  individual  has  been  generally  re-elected-  His  name  must,  under  the 
Rules,”  be  submitted  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Privy  Council  for  approval. 

26.  The  recorder  has  a similar  power  of  appointing  a Deputy  to  that  given  to  the  ma)or. 
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in  case  of  sickness  or  necessary  absence.  This  *power  has  been  exercised  by  the  present 
recorder  for  the  last  ten  years.  The  deputy  (who  is  also  a barrister)  only  acts  occasionally, 
in  the  absence  of  his  principal  from  sickness. 

27.  The  Town  Clerk  is  annually  elected  by  the  common  council.  It  is  not  necessary  that 
he  should  be  a free  burgess  or  freeman.  His  name  must  also  be  submitted  to  the' Lord 
Lieutenant  and  Privy  Council  under  the  " New  Rules.” 

28.  The  town  clerk  has  exercised  the  power  of  appointing  a Deputy,  and  such  appointment 
appears  to  be  recognised  by  the  common  council ; this  power  is  not  given  by  any  of  the 
charters. 

29.  The  Swordbearer  is  annually  elected  by  the  common  council ; the  same  individual 
lias  been  re-elected  for  the  last  42  years. 

30.  By  the  charter  of  Charles  II.,  the  mayor  and  sheriffs  are  to  be  the  Mayor  and  Con- 
stables of  the  Staple  for  the  year  succeeding  their  year  of  office.  This  guild  has  fallen  com- 
pletely into  disuse,  and  no  such  officers  are  now  known. 

31 . A Chamberlain  was  formerly  elected  by  the  common  council  to  receive  and  account  for 
the  revenues  of  the  corporation,  but  this  office  latterly  became  merely  nominal,  and  was 
conferred  on  the  recorder  for  the  time  being.  There  has  not  been  an  appointment  of  a 
chamberlain  since  1808. 

32.  The  common  council  also  annually  elect  the  Water  Baliff  and  Weighmaster.  The 
same  individuals  are  usually  re-elected. 

The  Coroner,  Serjeants  at  Mace,  and  Macebearer  are  elected  by  the  same  body,  who  also 
elect  for  life  a pilot  of  the  harbour. 

33.  The  names  of  all  the  officers  elected  by  the  common  council,  except  those  of  the  mayor, 
sheriffs,  recorder,  and  town  clerk,  are  afterwards  proposed  to  the  freemen  in  tholsel,  for  their 
approbation.  This  appears  to  be  a mere  form  in  compliance  with  the  ancient  usage,  and 
not  necessary  under  the  charter  of  Charles  II. 

34.  The  office  of  Beadle  is  mentioned  in  the  4 Geo.  I.  c.  15.  s.  5.  No  such  office 
appears  now  to  exist. 

35.  Persons  entitled  of  right  to  their  Freedom,  are  admitted  by  the  mayor,  assisted  by 
some  of  the  common  council. 

Rights  of  admission  by  Birth,  Marriage,  and  Apprenticeship  have  not  been  allowed  of  late 
years,  although  formerly  recognised.  These  titles  are  not  noticed  in  the  charter  of  Charles  II., 
which  gives  to  the  mayor,  sheriffs,  and  free  burgesses  the  power  of  admitting  inhabitants  and 
others  to  the  freedom  of  the  town.  This  power  has  been,  at  different  times,  extensively 
exercised  by  the  common  council,  particularly  in  the.  creation  of  Non-resident  Freemen.  A 
considerable  number  of  freemen,  chiefly  non-resident,  were  created  by  the  council  in  1793, 
the  year  in  which  the  first  relaxation  of  the  penal  laws  permitted  Roman  Catholics  to  be 
admitted  to  corporations,  and  those  admissions  were  confirmed  in  1796.  The  polirical 
influence  in  the  Parliamentary  representation  of  the  borough,  acquired  by  means  of  the  non- 
resident freemen,  was  from  about  the  year  1805  warmly  contested;  and,  in  1812,  the  non- 
resident freemen  of  1793  were  struck  off  the  poll  by  a committee  of  the  House  ot  Commons, 
on  an  election  petition,  but  they  remained  on  the  books  of  the  corporation  as  freemen. 

A Quo  u'drrunto  was  afterwards  brought,  in  1814,  by  agreement  between  the  parties 
interested  in  t he  question,  against  two  of  the  Non-residents,  to  try  the  Right  of  the  Common 
Council  to  admit  such  Freemen.  The  relators  chiefly  relied  on  the  Irish  statute  10  Henry  \ II., 
c.  7.  s.  1.  The  Courts  of  King’s  Bench  and  Exchequer  Chamber  in  Ireland  decided  in  favour 
of  the  right,  and  the  judgment  was  affirmed,  on  appeal  to  the  House  of  Lords. 

The  power  of  admission  of  non-resident  freemen  has  been  established  by  these  decisions, 
hut  they  have  now  lost  their  chief  privilege  (that  of  voting  lor  Members  of  Parliament)  by 
the  Reform  Bill. 

36.  The  recognised  Rights  to  Freedom  are  those  given  by  the  “ New  Rules  and  charter 
of  Charles  II.  and  the  statutes  4 Geo.  I.  c.  15,  and  1,  2 Will.  IV . c.  49. 

37.  The  provisions  of  the  “ New  Rules”  for  Galway,  and  the  Charter  of  Charles  II.  as  to 
admission  of  freemen,  are  the  same,  and  are  similar  to  those  made  for  other  corporations  of 
that  period ; declaring  that  all  Foreigners,  Strangers,  and  Aliens,  as  well  others  as  Protestants, 
who  were,  or  should  be,  merchants,  traders,  artisans,  artificers,  seamen,  or  otherwise  skilled 
and  exercised  in  any  mystery,  craft,  or  trade,  in  the  working  or  making  any  manufacture,  or 
in  the  art  of  navigation'  then  residing  or  inhabiting  within  the  town,  or  who  should  at  any 
time  thereafter  come  into  it,  with  intent  and  resolution  there  to  inhabit,  reside,  and  dwell, 
should,  on  request,  and  payment  of  20s.,  by  way  of  fine  to  the  chief  magistrate  and  common 
council,  or  other  persons  authorized  to  admit  freemen,  be  admitted  a freeman  ot  the  town ; 
and,  if  desired,  of  any  guild,  brotherhood,  society,  or  fellowship  of  any  trade,  craft,  or  mystery, 
■within  the  same,  during  residence  for  the  mo3t  part ; the  persons  so  admitted  are  thenceforth 
to  be  deemed  denizens  within  the  kingdom ; they  are  required  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance, 
and  the  accustomed  oaths  of  freemen,  and  the  penalty  of  disfranchisement  is  declared  against 
any  chief  magistrate,  or  others,  refusing  to  admit  them,  or  disturbing  them  in  trade. 

These  provisions  being  confined  to  foreigners,  strangers,  and  aliens,  have  been  little,  it  at 
all,  acted  on  in  Galway. 

38.  The  enactments  of  the.  4 Geo.  I.  c.  15,  are  more  comprehensive.  By  that  statute, 
s-  5,  it  is  provided  that  all  persons  “professing  themselves  of  any  trade,  mystery,  or  handicraft, 
that  do,  or  shall  come  to  inhabit,  dwell,  or  reside  in  the  town,m  order  to  follow  their  respective 

M.C.I.  4 M 
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trades,”  shall  he  free  of  the  town  and  corporation,  and  of  that  company  or  corporat' 
which  their  respective  trades  belong,  without  paying  any  thing  for  their  said  freedom 
shall  continue  freemen  of  the  said  company  and  corporation,  to  all  intents  and  puruo  ’ ^ 
long  as  they  inhabit  or  dwell  in  the  town,  and  be  exempted  from  all  corporate  taxe  * 
fines  for  not  serving  as  beadle,  for  the  space  of  seven  years  next  after  their  coming  to  inhh 
in  the  town.  The  sixth  section  confines  the  right  of  admission  to  Protestants  a restr'  r 
which  had  been  previously  attempted  to  be  imposed  on  all  admissions  of  freemen,  bv  an  *°  t 
of  the  common  council,  17th  January  1697,  which  prohibited  any  person  (except  tli 
entitled  as  foreigners  under  the  “New  Rules”  and  charter)  from  beino  admitted  and  sw  ^ 
without  first  taking  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  supremacy.  a n’ 

It  was  decided  by  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench  in  Ireland,  in  1821,  that  the  exclusion  of 
Roman  Catholics  under  this  Act,  was  not  affected  by  the  first  Relief  Act,  33  Geo.  Ill  c 
(Ireland ;)  and  the  general  Emancipation  Act,  10  Geo.  IV.  c.  7,  did  not  contain  any  provision  to 
amend  the  law  in  that  respect;  but  this  has  been  since  done  by  the  statute  1,  2 Will.  IV  c 49 

39.  The  Admissions  to  freedom  under  the  4 Geo.  I.  c.  15,  appear  to  have  been  few  - a 
circumstance  partly  attributable  to  the  fact  of  the  great  majority  of  the  population  of  Galwav 
and  its  vicinity  being  Roman  Catholic,  and  partly  to  the  facility  of  admission  by  the  discretionary 
power  of  the  common  council,  and  the  interest  of  that  body  to  resist  admission  as  of  right  ^ 

It  has  been  suggested  as  doubtful  on  the  Construction  of  this  Act,  whether,  under  the  words 
" do  or  shall  come  to  inhabit,  &c.,”  it  includes  any,  save  those,  who,  at  the  time  of  its  enact- 
ment, were  inhabitants  of  Galway,  and  those  who  should  thereafter  come  to  reside  there  for 
the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  Act;  thus  excluding  persons  since  born  in  the  town  or 
coming  to  reside  there  for  other  purposes,  and  afterwards  entering  into  trade.  This  doubt 
does  not  appear  to  us  to  be  well  founded,  and  no  such  distinction  was  made  in  the  numerous 
admissions  of  freemen  since  the  1,  2 Will.  IV.  c.  49,  was  passed.  It  is,  however,  apprehended 
by  some,  that  advantage  may  be  taken  of  it  to  give  the  mayor  a power  of  exercising  a discre- 
tionary control  over  admission,  unless  the  doubt  shall  be  removed  by  an  amendment  of  the  Act. 

40.  The  practice  has  been  for  persons  seeking  Admission  under  these  Acts,  to  serve 
notice  in  writing  on  the  mayor,  stating  their  qualifications,  who  appoints  a day  for  taking  the 
claims  into  consideration.  The  truth  of  the  claim  is  investigated,  if  doubted,  but  no 
examination  takes  place  on  oath.  Some  of  the  council  and  the  recorder  assist  the  mayor  in 
considering  the  claims.  Of  the  present  resident  freemen,  nearly  all  were  admitted  as  of 
right,  in  September  1832,  shortly  after  the  passing  of  the  Reform  Bill,  which  excluded  the 
non-resident  freemen.  These,  in  number  688,  were  registered  as  voters  in  the  following 
month,  and  voted  at  the  general  election  in  December,  but  were  afterwards,  by  an  election 
committee,  struck  off  the  poll  as  not  having  had  any  right  to  vote  at  the  election.*  It  is 
complained  of,  that  persons  were  admitted,  ou  that  occasion,  who  had  not  previously  followed 
the  trades  which  they  professed.  This  complaint,  if  well-founded  in  fact,  seems  not  to  be 
supported  by  the  language  of  the  statute,  which  does  not  require  any  apprenticeship  to,  or 
even  previous  practice  of,  the  trade  by  the  applicants  for  admission. 

41.  The  Statute,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  freemen,  seems  not  adapted  to  any  peculiar  exigency 
of  modern  times.  Its  main  object,  the  encouraging  Protestant  artificers,  has  been  abandoned 
by  the  enactment  of  the  1,  2 Will.  IV.  c.  49 ; and  there  does  not  appear  to  be  now,  if  there 
was  at  any  time,  a necessity,  on  commercial  grounds,  to  invite,  by  special  enactment,  persons 
merely  professing  trades,  to  come  from  other  places  to  settle  in  Galway. 

42.  No  right  by  birth,  service,  or  marriage,  being  now  recognised,  the  only  other  Admis- 
sions to  Freedom  are  honorary,  by  the  common  council,  under  the  power  conferred  on  them 
by  the  charter  of  Charles  II.  By  far  the  greater  number  of  the  non-resident  freemen  are  of 
this  description.  There  have  been  of  late  few  honorary  admissions. 

' ' , ,ere , ar®  uo^  any  Fees  payable  on  the  admission  of  freemen;  the  only  expense 
incurred  is  the  Stamp  Duty,  now  only  £1,  on  admission  by  right.  The  payment  of  this 
small  sum  is  said  to  have  tended  to  limit  the  number  of  applicants  for  admission,  and,  which 
i&  ot  more  importance,  has  afforded  an  opportunity  to  individuals  to  aim  at  an  undue  political 
influence,  by  the  payment  of  the  duty  for  the  freemen.  This  appears  to  have  been  done  to 
an  enormous  extent  on  the  occasion  of  the  numerous  Admissions  in  September  1832.  At 
at  period  oi  the  688  admitted,  it  is  stated  that  not  one-tenth  paid  for  their  own  stamps, 
le  rest  being  provided  at  the  expense  of  those  interested  in  the  then  approaching  contest 
or  lie  representation  of  the  borough.  The  practice,  was  so  notorious,  that  it  appears  even  to 
ave  been  a subject  of  complaint  on  the  part  of  persons  seeking  admission,  that  the  stamp 
duty  was  not  paid  for  them. 

^ 1f‘w-ne  rwUmbeJo  °f  residents  entitled  ^ Admission  under  the  4 Geo.  I.  c,  15,  and 
v i > j c'  .=  considerably  exceeds  the  number  already  admitted.  None  have 
applied  tor  admission  since  September  1832.  It  is  stated  that  the  existence  of  the  stamp 
cu  y prevents  many  from  applying.  As  to  some,  this  may  probably  be  the  case  from 
necessity ; as  to  others,  from  the  expectation  that  at  a future  period  it  may  be  paid  for  them; 
others  have  acquired  the  elective  franchise  as  householders,  &c  , under  the  Reform  Bill.  But  for 
purposes  ot  practical  utility,  and  the  independence  of  the  freemen  as  a municipal  body,  it  is 
ciesirable  that  the  right  of  admission  should  not  be  limited,  as  it  is  very  much  at  present, 
to  a class  to  whom  the  payment  of  a stamp  duty  of  £1  appears  to  be  an  object  of  sufficient 
consideration  to  prevent  their  claiming  the  privilege. 

. le  Proportion  of  Freemen  in  the  Constituency,  under  the  Reform  Bill,  as  it  stood  in 
ecem  er  loop,  and  stated  in  the  following  Table,  will  tend  to  exhibit  the  state  of  the 
orpora  ion  previous  to  that  Act,  and  the  class  of  individuals  since  admitted  as  freemen : 

* Case  of  the  Town  of  Galway. — 1 Perry  and  Knapp,  302. 
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£10  Householders 

611 

£50  Freeholders  - 

75 

£20  Ditto 

50 

40s.  Ditto 

508j 

Principally  in  the  suburbs  and  county 

i of  the  town. 

£10  Leaseholders 

11 

£20  Rent  chargers 

4 

£50  Ditto 

2 

£20  Leaseholders 

5 

£10  Freeholders  - 

3 

Resident  freemen  - 

793| 

Comprising  688  admitted  in 
i tember  1832. 

Sep- 

2062 

46.  By  the  charter  of  Charles  II.  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  Corporation  was 
placed  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  select  body.  They  have  exclusively  the  election  to  the 
important  offices  of  mayor,  sheriffs,  recorder,  and  town  clerk ; all  other  proceedings  must 
originate  with  them,  and  until  the  rights  of  admission  under  the  4 Geo.  I.  c.  15,  were  lately 
extended  to  Roman  Catholics,  the  select  body  had,  in  effect,  the  selection  of  the  individuals 
to  be  admitted  to  the  freedom  of  the  corporation.  The  form  of  proposing  the  resolutions 
passed  by  the  common  council  to  the  freemen  in  tholsel,  appears  to  be  kept  up ; but  we  have 
not  found  any  instance  of  effectual  interference  by  the  latter  body,  with  the  resolutions  so 
proposed  to  them ; and  as  the  members  of  the  council  attend  as  freemen  at  the  meeting,  the 
assemblies  have  generally  consisted  of  the  same  individuals. 

The  members  of  the  select  body  have  all  equal  voices  in  council.  An  order  of  council, 
of  26th  January  1679,  declared  that  no  person  should  be  added  to  the  common  council,  but 
by  consent  of  the  major  part  of  that  body,  or  excluded,  but  from  some  misdemeanour  allowed 
of  by  the  majority.  By  an  order,  of  19th  January  16S0,  it  was  provided  that  such  major  part 
should  consist  of  21  at  the  least.  This  order  does  not  appear  to  be  enforced  as  to  the  numbers, 
and  it  is  stated  that,  for  some  years  past,  the  members  of  the  council  who  attended,  have  not 
amounted  to  20  at  a time. 

The  constitution  of  the  select  body  having  given  to  its  members  the  power  of  self-election, 
and  the  whole  management  of  the  corporate  affairs  being  virtually  in  their  hands,  the  same 
consequences  followed  in  Galway,  from  such  a constitution,  as  appears  to  have  resulted  in 
boroughs  of  far  less  magnitude  and  importance,  from  the  like  exclusion  of  more  popular 
principles, — the  borough  gradually  became,  what  it  still  continues  to  be,  a completely  close 
corporation.  The  council  is  at  present  composed  of  a comparatively  small  number,  and 
many  respectable  inhabitants  of  the  town  are  excluded  from  the  corporation.  It  has  been 
for  many  years  under  the  patronage  and  influence  of  James  Daly,  Esq.,  of  Dunsandle,  and 
his  family ; at  whose  nomination  the  principal  corporate  officers  appear  to  have  long  been 
elected  by  the  common  council,  and  for  the  40  years  preceding  1817  the  name  of  Daly 
alone  occurs  in  the  list  of  mayors.  The  acts  of  the  council  in  the  election  of  officers  and  the 
admission  of  freemen,  particularly  non-residents,  have  been  directed  to  the  support  of  Mr. 
Daly’s  interest ; and  as  the  body  is  at  present  constituted,  resistance  in  it  to  that  interest, 
would  have  little,  if  any,  chance  of  success.  The  effect  has  been,  to  place  the  corporation 
in  opposition  to  a large  proportion  of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  general  state  and  prosperity  of 
the  town  appear  to  have  suffered  from  their  mutual  jealousies  and  disunion. 

47.  It  was  stated  to  us  that,  with  a view  to  put  an  end  to  these  differences,  an  Attempt  was 
made,  about  eight  years  since,  to  effect  an  arrangement  between  Mr.  Daly  and  the  town,  by 
the  admission  of  about  100  freemen  and  30  common  councilmen  from  the  inhabitants;  but, 
on  its  being  found  by  those  who  acted  for  Mr.  Daly,  that  the  names  selected  were  those  of 
individuals  politically  opposed  to  him,  and  some  non-resident,  the  project  fell  to  the  ground. 
A previous  attempt,  on  the  part  of  the  common  council,  to  conciliate  the  inhabitants,  by 
proposing  the  admission  of  the  heads  of  respectable  families  to  the  freedom  of  the  corporation, 
failed  from  an  apprehension,  on  the  part  of  those  proposed,  that  by  obtaining  the  franchise, 
not  of  right,  as  they  conceived  they  w'ere  entitled  to  it,  but  by  favour  from  the  council,  they 
would  be  bound  in  honour  to  support  Mr.  Daly’s  interest,  an  objection,  however,  which,  on 
the  part  of  the  council,  was  distinctly  disclaimed. 

48.  The  proceedings  of  the  Council  are  secret,  and  a bye-law  of  18th  February  16/9 
imposed  the  penalties  of  exclusion  and  disfranchisement  on  those  disclosing  any  secret  or 
thing  done  or  spoken  in  council. 

49.  The  Mayor  is  a justice  of  the  peace  within  the  county  of  the  town,  and  acts  as  such  at 
the  petty  and  quarter  sessions,  and  transacts  the  general  magisterial  business  of  thetown. 

He  is  also,  by  the  charter  of  Charles  II.,  a justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Galway. 

He  is  joined  in  commission  with  the  judges  of  assize.  . 

He  is  one  of  the  judges  of  the  civil  court  of  the  Borough,  but  does  not  attend  it. 

He  is  admiral  of  the  town  and  bay  to  the  Islands  of  Arran,  an  office  under  which  lie 
sometimes  acts  in  the  execution  of  process,  beyond  the  ordinary  limits  of  the  local  jurisdiction. 

The  mayor  is  the  chief  officer  of  the  corporation,  and,  as  such,  convenes  the  meetings  of  the 
wUAcil>  and  presides  at  them.  * 

The  claims  of  applicants  for  admission  to  freedom,  under  the  Acts  already  mentioned,  are 
referred  to  and  adjudicated  on  by  him. 

He  acts  also  as  clerk  of  the  market.  , 

There  was  formerly  a salary  paid  to  the  mayor  out  of  the  funds  of  the  corporation ; the 

M.C.L'  4 N 
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THE  TOWN 

OF  GALWAY.  amount  varied.  In  1685,  it  was  fixed  at  £100  per  annum.  In  1694,  the  markets  nr  tnn„ 
were  let  to  the  mayor  for  his  salary  at  £200  per  annum.  In  1751,  and  for  some  year 
afterwards,  the  salary  was  £300.  It  appears  to  have  been  reduced,  in  1764,  to  £150-  b t 
was  again  raised  to  £250,  in  1771.  But  for  many  years  previous  to  the  tolls  beino-  taken  our 
of  the  hands  of  the  corporation,  as  hereinafter  mentioned,  the  mayor,  or  his  deputy,  received 
the  entire  of  the  corporate  revenues,  paid  some  small  sums  in  salaries  to  the  other  corporat 
officers,  and  other  disbursements,  and  applied  the  surplus  to  their  own  use,  without  rendering 
any  account  to  the  corporation.  The  last  mayor  by  whom  they  were  so  received,  states  that 
the  surplus  never  produced  to  him  more  than  £500  in  one  year.  The.  mayor  has  not  since 
received  any  salary.  He  appears  also  formerly  to  have  been,  in  like  manner,  the  receiver  of 
the  corporate  revenues,  but  to  have  accounted  for  them  to  the  corporation.  In  1694  a cham- 
berlain was  appointed  to  that  duty,  and  the  mayor  was  ordered  not  to  intermeddle  with  the 
revenues.  The  office  of  chamberlain  was  kept  up  effectively  for  a considerable  period,  but 
has  long  since  fallen  into  disuse,  as  already  noticed. 

The  mayor  occasionally  receives  a fee  of  £1  Is.  on  affixing  the  corporation  seal  to  powers 
of  attorney  relating  to  property  in  the  colonies.  There  is  an  oyster  bank  near  the  town, 
called  “ The  Mayor’s  Bank,”  to  the  proceeds  of  which  the  mayor  is  entitled  during  his  year 
of  office,  but  they  are  very  trifling.  There  is  no  mansion  house,  and  the  situation  is  one  at 
present  attended  with  considerable  trouble  and  responsibility,  without  any  adequate  pecuniary 
remuneration. 


Sheriffs,  their 
Functions  and 
Emoluments. 


Recorder,  his 
Functions  and 
Emoluments. 


Town  Clerk. 


50.  The  Functions  of  the  Sheriffs  are  the  same  as  those  of  sheriffs  of  counties  at  lar<*e. 
They  execute,  within  the  county  of  the  town,  the  process  of  the  superior  courts,  issue  replevins, 
return  juries  to  the  assize  and  quarter  sessions  for  the  county  of  the  town,  and  the  civil  court 
of  the  Borough,  and  are  the  returning  officers  at  elections  for  the  county  of  the  town. 

They  have  not  any  subsheriff  or  clerk,  and  one  of  the  sheriffs  only  acts ; the  other,  for 
some  years,  has  been  a non-resident,  and  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  necessity  for  a 
second  sheriff. 

The  sheriffs  were  formerly  paid  a salary  from  the  corporate  funds.  It  appears  to  have 
been  £70,  in  the  year  1760 ; at  other  periods,  lower ; and  the  later  payments  did  not.  exceed 
£30.  It  has  not  been  paid  since  the  tolls  were  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  corporation. 

The  sheriffs  receive  the  usual  fees  of  the.  office  on  the  execution  of  writs  from  the  superior 
courts,  and  some  fees  on  returning  juries  in  the  civil  court  of  the  Borough.  These  fees 
amount  to  about  £150  per  annum.  There  is  also  a presentment  of  £23  per  annum  made 
to  the  sheriffs  by  the  grand  jury  of  the  county  of  the  town  in  lieu  of  gaol  fees,  and  of  £2  10s. 
at  each  assizes,  for  supplying  stationery  to  the  court,  &c. 

These  emoluments  of  the  office  are  all  received  by  the  acting  sheriff  for  his  own  use. 

51.  The  Recorder,  or  his  deputy,  is  a justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  the  town  and 
county  of  Galway. 

He  and  the  mayor,  or  their  respective  deputies,  are  the  judges  of  the  civil  court  of  the 
Borough ; the  business  of  which  is  entirely  done  by  the  recorder,  or  his  deputy,  who  also 
taxes  the  costs  in  that  court.  The  present  recorder  is  resident,  and  has  been  re-elected  in 
every  successive  year  since  1771,  except  for  a few  years  in  which  his  son  filled  the  office.  Both 
are  barristers  and  free  burgesses,  and  the  latter  occasionally  acts  as  deputy  recorder.  The 
recorder  is  not,  as  such,  a member  of,  or  under  any  particular  obligation  to  attend  the 
common  council,  but  advises  them  when  called  on. 

The  recorder  was  paid  a yearly  salary  of  £40  from  the  revenues  of  the  corporation  while 
they  were  in  receipt  of  the  tolls.  His  present  Emoluments  are  very  trilling ; they  arise  from 
fees  in  the  civil  court,  which,  the  recorder  slated,  do  not  amount  to  £20  per  annum.  This 
sum,  with  the  former  salary,  might  bo  sufficient  to  obtain  the  services  of  a resident  for  the 
performance  of  the  duties  of  the  office,  which  are  not  very  frequent  or  onerous,  and  par- 
ticularly when,  in  addition  to  its  connexion  with  the  governing  body  of  the  corporation,  it 
confers  on  the  holder  the  station  of  a magistrate.  But  the  emoluments  are  obviously  insuf- 
ficient to  induce  a non-resident  to  attend  to  the  duties,  especially  as  he  must  be  liable  to 
the  chance  of  an  annual  election,  and  could  not,  of  course,  be  sure  of  permanently  retaining 
the  office. 

52.  The  Town  Clerk,  who  is  also  clerk  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  the  town,  acts  as 
clerk  of  the  pleas  of  the  civil  court,  issues  the  process  of  that  court,  has  the  custody  of  the 
records,  and  enters  judgments,  &c. 

He  acts  as  clerk  ot  the  peace  for  the  assizes  and  quarter  sessions  of  the  county  of  the 
town. 

He  attends  and  records  the  proceedings  of  the  meetings  of  the  corporation,  and  has  the 
custody  of  its  books  and  records. 

The  town  clerk  appoints  a deputy,  by  whom  the  principal  duties  of  the  office  appear  to 
be  performed. 

The  books  of  the  corporation  in  the  possession  of  the  town  clerk  are  very  imperfect,  com- 
mencing so  late  as  the  year  1750.  Of  the  earlier  books,  many  were  in  the  custody  o t e 
former  town  clerk,  and  were  produced  before  commissioners  who  sat  at  Galway,  on  aq 
election  petition,  in  1813,  under  the  42  Geo.  III.  c.  106.  These  books,  except  one,  supposed 
to  have  been  stolen,  are  now  in  the  possession  of  Valentine  Blake,  Esq.,  of  Menlough  Cas 
a gentleman  long  distinguished  by  his  exertions  to  open  the  corporation.  Mr.  B 'e 
^™-a^ecl  1°  us  his  readiness  to  restore  them  to  the  proper  custody.  . 

The  town  clerk  had  formerly  a yearly  salary  of  £20  from  the  corporation.  His  pr 
emoluments  arise,  in  part,  from  fees  in  the  civil  court,  and  some  corporate  matters,  an 
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fees  of  the  office  of  clerk  of  the  peace;  the  fees  from  these  sources  amount,  in  all,  to  about  GF  GALWAY. 

£50  per  annum,  of  which  those  of  the  clerk  of  the  peace  form  about  £40.  

The  town  clerk,  as  clerk  of  the  peace,  also  receives  a sum  of  £100  per  annum,  of  the  late 
Irish  currency,  by  presentment  of  the  grand  jury  of  the  county  of  the  town. 

The  fees  as  town  clerk  and  clerk  of  the  peace  are  received  by  the  deputy  as  his 

remuneration. 

53.  The  duties  of  the  Coroner  do  not.  differ  from  those  of  such  officers  in  counties  Coroner, 
at  large.  The  present  coroner  now  receives  £30  a-year  by  presentment  from  the  grand 

jury  of  the  county  of  the  town,  by  agreement,  in  lieu  of  fees,  which,  in  some  years  amounted 
to  considerably  more  than  this  sum,  in  others,  to  less. 

The  late  coroner  was  not  a professional  man.  The  present  coroner,  who  was  first  elected 
in  1S2S,  is  apprenticed  to  his  father,  who  is  an  attorney,  and  he  intends  to  follow  that 
profession. 

54.  The  Swordbearer  attends  on  and  assists  the  mayor  in  the  inspection  of  the  markets,  Swordbearer. 
and  on  state  occasions.  He  had  formerly  a salary  of  £7  per  annum  from  the  corporation, 

and  some  trifling  emoluments  from  striking  the  assize  of  bread. 

55.  The  Serjeants  at  Mace  execute  the  civil  process  of  the  Tholsel  Court.  They  formerly  Serjeants  at  Mace, 
acted  also  as  constables.  They  had  yearly  salaries  of  £4  15s.  4 d.  each  from  the  corporation. 

Their  present  emoluments  are  from  fees  on  the  process  of  the  civil  court,  which,  from  the 
decrease  of  business  in  that  court,  are  now  very  trifling. 

56.  The  Macebearer,  whose  duty  is  indicated  by  his  name,  was  formerly  paid  a salary  Macebcarer. 
of  £5  per  annum  from  the  corporate  funds. 

57.  The  Water  Bailiff  executes  the  civil  process  of  the.  Tholsel  Court  on  board  vessels  in  Water  Bailiff, 
the  harbour.  This  officer  does  not  appear  to  have  any  other  duties  to  perform. 

He  claims  certain  Dues  from  the  owners  of  vessels  and  boats  frequenting  the  port.  These  Dues  claimed  by 
the  present  water  bailiff  demised  to  a tenant,  by  whom  they  were  underlet.  The  fees  on  him. 
vessels  were  Is.  for  each  mast,  and  on  boats  they  amounted  to  4 d.  or  5 d.  every  trip,  and, 
as  might  have  been  expected,  are  stated  to  have  been  productive  of  constant  disputes.  The 
collection  of  them  has  for  the  present  been  suspended  by  a late  arrangement  between  the 
commissioners  of  the  harbour  and  the  lessee,  who  has  demised  them  to  the  secretary  of  that 
body,  at  the  rate  of  £35  per  annum.  This  arrangement  was  made  in  order  that  the  dues 
should  not  be  collected.  Under  the  Harbour  Act,  each  boat  is  also  liable  to  an  annual 
charge  of  5s.  The  arrangement  will,  of  course,  expire  with  the  life  of  the  present  water  bailiff. 

The  origin  of  these  dues  does  not  appear ; but  the  office  is  mentioned  in  the  older  records 
of  the  corporation,  and  the  dues  were  frequently  made  a source  of  corporate  revenue  by 
demise  of  the  office,  of  water  bailiff,  at  an  annual  rent.  Other  dues  were  at  times  claimed  by 
this  officer,  but  disputed,  and  not  enforced. 

58.  The  office  of  Chamberlain  has  been  already  noticed  in  the  account  of  the  functions  of  Chamberlain, 
the  mayor. 

59.  The  duties  of  the  Weighmaster  are.  those  prescribed  by  the  statutes  respecting  that  WeighmasteV. 
office  in  general.  The  cranage  is  let  by  the  present  weighmaster  for  £60  per  annum.  The 

charges  for  weighing  considerably  exceed  those  given  by  the  Irish  statute,  4 Anne,  c.  1 5 ; 
and  a charge  is  made  for  weighing  potatoes,  notwithstanding  the  provision  to  the  contrary 
contained  in  the  25  George  IT.  c.  15.  s.  12.  The  duties  of  this  office  in  respect  to  butter 
under  the  Butter  Acts  are  very  trifling,  the  trade  in  that  article  being  inconsiderable. 

60.  The  duties  of  the  Pilot  are  to  conduct  vessels  between  tlie  town  and  the  roadstead.  Pilot, 
and  as  far  as  the  Isles  of  Arran,  if  required.  The  charges  are  stated  to  be  moderate ; they 

were  returned  to  us  as  producing  to  the  present  pilot,  after  deducting  all  expenses,  not  more 
than  £108  per  annum.  He  employs  several  assistants,  and  no  complaints  appear  to  have 
been  made  of  the  duties  not  having  been  efficiently  performed  since  his  appointment ; but 
it  has  been  suggested  that  the  appointment  of  a second  pilot  responsible  to  the  public  would 
he  better  than  the  present  arrangement,  as  inducing  by  competition  a more  vigilant  look-out 
for  vessels  approaching  the  port. 

61.  The  Freemen  have  not  any  Privileges  save  those  which  they  are  entitled  to  exercise  at  Privileges  of  the 
the  meetings  in  tholsel,  already  noticed,  and  as  participating  with  the  rest  of  the  constituency  Freemen. 

in  the  elective  franchise.  They  are  not,  nor  are  the  burgesses,  exempt  _ from  the  tolls  and. 
hy  the  corporation. 

The  charter  of  Henry  VIII.  exempted  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  burgesses,  and  commonalty 
from  toll  and  other  customs  and  usages  throughout  all  his  kingdom  and  power.  We  have 
not  found  any  claim  made  under  this  exemption. 

The  privileges  of  the  freemen  in  their  Meetings  in  Tholsel  appear  to  be  of  considerable  Tholsel  Meetings, 
importance,  but  subject  to  the  power  of  the  common  council,  as  all  measures  must  originate 
with  that  body.  The  charter  of  Charles  II.  unites  the  freemen  with  the  mayor,  recorder, 
and  free  burgesses  in  the  clause  empowering  the  enactment  of  bye-laws.  An  order  of  council 
passed  shortly  after  the  date  of  that  charter  (26th  January  1679)  states  that  the  concerns 
°*  *he  corPorat’i°n  were  formerly  acted  by  tholsel. 

The  number  of  resident  freemen,  previously  to  the  Reform  Bill,  having  been  very  limited, 

®ay  he  considered  as  having  tended  to  reduce  the  meetings  in  tholsel  to  a mere  form. 
f0 ) occasion  has  since  occurred  calling  for -the  exercise  of  their  privileges  by  the  numerous 

» y of  freemen  re'entlyndmitted.  Criminal  Juradio- 

u2.  The  corporation,  have  an  exclusive  Criminal  Jurisdiction.  All  offences  committed  tion. 
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within  the  limits  of  the  borough  are  tried  before  the  corporate  magistrates  at  petty  and 
quarter  sessions,  or  before  the  mayor  and  judges  at  the  assizes  held  for  the  county  of  the  town. 

63.  The  Borough  Quarter  Sessions  are  held  four  times  in  each  year.  The  mayor  and 
recorder,  and  in  their  absence  their  respective  deputies,  sit  there  as  justices  by  the  charter 
There  are  nine  other  magistrates,  appointed  by  the  Lord  Chancellor ; four,  under  the  Galwav 
Act,  4 Geo.  I.  c.  15 ; and  five, under  the  7 Geo.  IV.c.61.  A deputy  lieutenant  of  thecountv 
of  the  town  has  been  appointed  under  the  Act  creating  those  officers ; he  is  a free  buries/ 
Two  only  of  the  magistrates  so  appointed  are  free  burgesses,  so  that  the  majority  of  the  court 
does  not  at  present  consist  of  members  of  the  corporation.  The  assistant  barrister  of  the 
county  of  Galway  is  not  a member  of  this  court;  but  the  civil  bill  jurisdiction  for  the  county 
of  the  town  is  vested  in  him,  under  the  Irish  statute  3G  Geo.  III.  c.  25.  s.  56.  ^ 


The  Grand  and  Petty  Juries,  at  assizes  and  quarter  sessions,  are  empannelled  and  returned 
by  the  corporation  sheriffs.  It  is  not  necessary  that  they  should  be  composed,  even  in  part, 
of  free  burgesses  or  freemen.  Some  of  the  burgesses  attend  on  the  grand  jury  at  assizes* 
but  rarely  at  quarter  sessions.  The  presentments  for  payment  of  the  officers  of  the  grand 
jury,  the  support  of  the  gaol,  and  other  purposes,  are  made  by  the  assize  grand  jury. 

By  the  first  section  of  the  Galway  Act,  4 Geo.  I..c.  15,  the  sheriffs  of  the  county  of  the 
town  are.  empowered  to  summon  on  grand  and  petty  juries,  Protestant  forty-shillino-  free- 
holders from  the  county  at  large,  a power  not  latterly  exercised. 

The  Costs  of  Indictments  and  Expenses  of  Witnesses  are  defrayed  by  presentment,  as  in 
counties  at  large,  under  the  various  Acts  relating  to  grand  juries. 

The  grand  jury  at  the  assizes  also  present  for  the  laying  out  and  repair  of  roads  and  other 
public  works  within  the  county  of  the  town. 

64.  The  Officers  for  whom  Presentments  are  made,  and  the  yearly  sums  presented,  are  as 
follow's,  in  the  currency  of  the  United  Kingdom : 

Treasurer  - 
Clerk  of  the  Crown  - 
Clerk  of  the  Peace  - 
Secretary  to  Grand  Jury  - 
Local  Inspector  to  the  Gaol 
Protestant  Chaplain  to  Ditto 
Roman  Catholic  Ditto  - 
Surgeon  to  Gaol  - 
Governor  of  Ditto  - 

Sheriffs 

Crier  - 

Bellman  ------ 

Interpreter  - 
High  Constable  - 
Collector  of  Public  Cess 
Turnkeys  - 

Judge’s  Crier  ----- 
Conservator  of  the  Quay  and  Fish  Market 
Coroner  ------ 


£. 

s. 

d. 

92 

6 

2 

73 

16 

11 

92 

6 

2 

36 

18 

6 

36 

18 

6 

27 

13 

10 

27 

13 

10 

55 

7 

8 

138 

9 

2 

23 

1 

6 

9 

4 

6 

3 

13 

S 

9 

4 

6 

20 

0 

0 

188 

3 

0 

38 

6 

5 

4 

12 

3 

5 

10 

0 

30 

0 

0 

65.  The  civil  court  of  the  borough  is  called  the  Tholsel  Court,  and  is  a Court  of  Record. 
Tile  mayor  and  recorder,  and,  in  their  absence,  their  respective  deputies,  are  the  judges; 
but,  in  practice,  the  court  is  held  before  the  recorder  or  his  deputy. 

The  court  holds  cognizance  of  all  debts,  to  any  amount,  arising  within  the  limits  of  the 
county  of  the  town. 


The  mesne  Process  is  by  caption  of  the  person,  or  attachment  of  the  goods  of  the  defendant. 
A previous  summons  is  supposed  to  be  served,  but  never  is,  in  fact ; the  appearance  of  the 
party  on  the  arrest  or  attachment  being  held  to  cure  the  defect.  The  plaintifi  may  at  his 
election  adopt  either  process  against  the  person  or  foods,  on  an  affidavit  of  the  debt  and  that 
it  arose  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court;  except  that,  to  obtain  the  former,  since  the 
statute  10  Geo.  IV.  c.  35,  the  debt  sworn  to  must  be  at  least  £20. 

Freemen  and  free  burgesses  have  not  any  privileges  as  plaintiffs  or  defendants. 

On  the  entry  of  an  appearance  by  the  defendant’s  attorney,  and  bail  being  given  in  double 
the  sum  sworn  to,  to  abide  the  event  of  the  suit,  the  person  or  goods  are  released. 

Attachments  are  issued  for  debts  under  £10;  but  not  for  demands  under  40s. 

The  process  of  foreign  attachment  is  occasionally  resorted  to. 

The  Juries  are  summoned,  and  final  process  executed,  by  the  sheriffs;  but  the  mesne 
process  of  arrest  or  attachment  is  executed  by  the  serjeants  at  mace. 

The  Court  Days  are  Tuesday  and  Friday,  in  every  week;  but  in  practice  the  court  only  sits 
when  any  records  are  ready  for  trial  by  jury.  Other  business,  arising  by  way  of  motion,  is 
generally  done  by  the  recorder,  at  his  own  house,  which  is  about  half  a mile  from  the  town.  In  the 
ordinary  course  of  the  court,  a cause  may  take  two  months  from  the  first  process  to  final  judgmen 
The  costs  are  taxed  by  the  recorder.  Barristers  occasionally  attend  the  court,  and  the  pleadings, 
which  correspond  with  those  of  the  superior  courts,  are  sometimes  signed  by  counsel,  for  n c 
a fee  is  allowed  against  the  opposite  party,  except  on  the  plea  of  the  general  issuf » “ * 

according  to  the  practice  of  the  court,  the  signature  of  an  attorney  to  pleading  is  sufficien  - 

The  Attorneys  who  practise  in  the  court  must  be  admitted  there.  It  is  necessary  that 
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they  should  either  be  attorneys  of  one  of  the  superior  courts,  or  have  served  an  apprenticeship 
to  an  admitted  attorney  of  this  court.  The  amount  of  stamp  duty  (£20)  tends  to  limit  the 
number  of  practitioners,  particularly  as  the  business  of  the  court  has,  of  late  years,  much 
declined.  There  are  now  only  three  attorneys  who  have  been  admitted 

In  the  three  years  preceding  September  1833,  the  Number  of  Causes  commenced  by  arrest 
or  attachment  was  233,  of  which  only  seven  were  brought  to  trial.  Causes  may  be,  and  fre- 
quently are,  removed  to  a superior  court  by  certioruri  or  habeas  corpus.  This  practice  is 
resorted  to  chiefly  for  purposes  of  delay,  as  the  causes  are  generally  brought  back,  on  the 
party  failing  to  give  bail  in  the  superior  court.  The  existence  and  frequent  abuse  of  this 
power  of  removal,  have  tended  very  much  to  diminish  the  business  of  the  Tholsel  Court. 

The  Costs  are  considerable,  especially  for  small  debts,  which,  in  consequence,  are  seldom 
sued  for  in  this  court,  if  within  the  civil  bill  jurisdiction ; but  parties  sometimes  proceed  for 
such  debts  in  the  Tholsel  Court,  as  its  sittings  are  more  frequent  than  those  of  the  assistant 
barrister,  and  as  they  have  the  advantage  of  obtaining  some  security  by  the  process  of  attach- 
ment, and  have  also  the  benefit  in  every  case  of  a trial  by  jury. 

A hill  of  the  plaintiff  s costs  of  a cause  tried  in  1830,  taxed  between  party  and  party,  and 
which  was  stated  to  us  to  contain  the  ordinary  charges  of  a suit,  amounted  to  £17  15s.  I Id, 
including  a fee  of  a guinea  to  counsel  for  signing  the  declaration,  a brief  and  fee  of  two  <mineas 
to  counsel  on  the  trial,  and  the  costs  of  execution  and  taxation.  The  fees  to  the  recorder 
amounted  to  £1  14s.  9 d;  those  to  the  town  clerk,  to  £1  5s.;  to  the  sheriff,  6s.  8d;  jury, 
£1;  court  keeper.  Is.  Id;  and  crier,  2s.  2d  The  costs  prior  to  service  of  notice  of  trial,  were 
£5 18s.  9d ; those  from  service  of  notice  of  trial  to  the  verdict  of  the  jury  being  recorded, 
£9  10s.;  from  that  stage  to  the  allowance  of  final  judgment,  16s.  3d ; the  costs  of  execution, 
13s.  2d. ; and  of  taxation,  17s.  Sd  These  sums  are  stated  in  the  late  Irish  currency,  in  which 
the  bill  of  costs  is  made  out.  The  debt  recovered  was  £26  Us.  8d 

66.  There  is  no  Court  of  Conscience  or  other  civil  court,  save  the  Court  of  the  Assistant 
Barrister,  for  small  debts ; but  claims  for  wages  are  decided  at  petty  sessions  under  the 
statutes  giving  to  magistrates  jurisdiction  in  such  cases.  It  seems  to  be  desired,  from  the 
expense  of  the  Tholsel  Court,  and  the  long  period  which  elapses  between  the  sittings  of  the 
assistant  barrister,  that  the  recorder  should  be  empowered  to  exercise  a civil  bill  jurisdiction 
for  the  town  and  county  of  the  town,  in  addition  to  that  of  the  Court  of  Record. 

67.  Petty  Sessions  are  held  in  Galway  on  two  days  in  each  week,  by  the  mayor  and  some 
of  the  other  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  county  of  the  town,  two  or  three  of  whom  attend.  The 
number  of  cases  which  come  before  the  petty  sessions  is  very  considerable.  The  clerk  is 
remunerated  by  fees  corresponding  with  those  prescribed  by  the  Petty  Sessions  Act,  and  keeps 
a regular  record  of  the  proceedings.  His  income  from  the  fees  is  from  £60  to  £70  per 
annum. 

68.  There  is  not  any  Police  establishment  provided  for  the  town  or  county  of  the  town  of 
Galway,  by  the  corporation  or  other  local  authorities.  The  duties  of  police  are  performed  by 
a portion  of  the  general  constabulary  force  of  Ireland,  consisting,  at  present,  of  a chief 
constable,  four  constables,  and  twelve  sub-constables,  who  act  under  the  mayor  and  other 
magistrates  of  the  county  of  the  town.  Previous  to  their  being  stationed  in  Galway,  some 
constables  were  employed  by  the  magistrates,  and  a sum  of  £c0  was  presented  for  them  by 
the  grand  jury  at  each  assizes.  The  presentment  for  a moiety  of  the  expense  of  the  present 
constabulary  force  at  the  spring  assizes  of  1833  was  £165  19.?.  3d.  The  number  of  police 
is  stated  to  be  too  small  for  the  duty,  and  the  establishment  of  a nightly  watch  is  particularly 
called  for. 

69.  The  town  is  not  lighted,  although  the  corporation  was  empowered  to  have  it  lighted  under 
the  3 Geo.  II.  c.  13.  s.  9 (Ireland.)  The  introduction  of  the  provisions  of  the  General  Paving 
and  Lighting  Act,  9 Geo.  IV.  c.  82,  has  been  opposed,  partly  from  the  expectation  that  the 
tolls  will  ultimately  be  made  available  to  such  objects.  The  Roads  in  the  county  of  the  town 
are  laid  out  and  repaired  by  presentment  of  the  grand  jury.  The  Streets  of  the  town  have 
been  lately  put  in  a state  of  repair  by  a grant  of  £1,000  from  the  produce  of  the  tolls  by  the 
bourt  of  Chancery,  with  the  consent  of  the  parties  to  the  information  hereafter  noticed,  and  a 
further  sum  of  £1,000  has  been  in  the  same  way  provided  for  making  a sewer  along  the 
intended  new  docks  and  quays.  The  final  decision  of  the  information,  now  before  the  House 
of  Lords  on  appeal,  will,  it  is  expected,  determine  how  far  these  funds  may  in  future  be 
available  for  the  benefit  of  the  town.  A sum  of  from  £250  to  £300  per  annum  was  stated 
to  us  as  probably  sufficient  to  keep  the  streets  in  good  repair  for  the  future. 

70.  The  sums  presented  by  the  grand  jury  are  levied  on  the  town  and  county  of  the  town ; 
they  are  applotted  by  a jury  of  twelve  on  the  houses  in  the  town  and  lands  in  the  county  of 
the  town,  on  an  estimate  of  their  annual  value.  This  mode  of  proceeding  is  not  in  conformity 
with  the  provisions  of  the  statute  33  Geo.  II.  c.  7.  The  jury  is  selected,  after  every  spring 
^izes,  by  two  of  the  magistrates,  and  the  town  clerk,  by  order  of  the  grand  jury.  They 

sworn,  and  sometimes,  but  not  generally,  or  sufficiently  often,  view  the  premises  to  be 
assessed.  The  owners  may  attend  at  the  applotment  and  complain  to  the  jury,  if  dissatisfied, 
and  their  complaints  are  investigated ; but  there  is  no  appeal  from  the  valuation,  which, 
however,  is  only  conclusive  for  the  current  year.  The  jury  are  stated  to  be  selected  from  the 
®ost  respectable  and  best  informed  persons,  and  many  of  them  are  .generally  members  "of  the 
grand,  jury.  Dissatisfaction  is  frequently  expressed  at  the  valuations  made  by  them,  as  being 
too  high;  these  complaints  are  more  generally  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  town.  Half  the 
sums  presented  are  applotted  on  the  town,  and  half  on  the  rest  of  the  county  of  the  town,  a 
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proportion  which  the  treasurer  states  to  be  not  a fair  one ; and  he  suggests  that  the  contribu- 
tion from  the  town  should  be  reduced  to  one-third.  The  amount  of  waste  and  insolvent 
tenements  has  been  on  the  increase ; they  are  all  in  the  town.  The  sums  so  returned  as 
applotted  on  such  tenements  are  re-presented  by  the  grand  jury  and  re-applotted. 

71.  The  Presentments  have  of  late  years  considerably  increased;  they  are  about  £2000 
at  each  assizes,  and  at  the  spring  assizes  of  1833  the  sums  presented  were  £2490.  Of  these, 
the  sums  presented  for  roads  were  £429  8s.  3cZ. ; sums  to  repay  instalments  of  monies 
advanced  bv  Government  for  public  works,  £338  12s.  ll^cZ. ; to  Government  for  cholera 
expenses,  £355  11s.  \\d. ; constabulary,  '£165  19s.  3d.;  expenses  of  the  gaol,  including 
salaries,  £302  17s.  Id.  The  residue  was  for  the  other  salaries  of  officers  already  mentioned 
and  other  public  purposes. 

72.  The  Grand  Jury  Cess  appears  to  bear  heavily  on  the  Town,  from  the.  decay  of  buildings 
and  poverty  of  the  inhabitants,  while  in  the  rural  portion  of  the  county  of  the  town  it  is  stated 
to  be  less  than  formerly ; but  it  amounts  there  annually  to  the  very  heavy  assessment  of 
from  8s.  to  10s.  per  acre. 

73.  We  are  not  apprized  of  any  other  circumstances  calling  for  an  extension  of  jurisdiction 
in  the  courts  or  magistracy  of  the  town  and  county  of  the  town.  There  is  one  subject 
peculiarly  demanding  effective  regulation,  and  which  has  been  frequently  complained  of, 
and  was  stated  to  us  to  be  productive  of  serious  injury  to  the  prosperity  of  the  town  ancl 
comfort  of  the  inhabitants ; this  is,  the  conduct  of  the  fishermen.  They  are  a numerous 
body,  and  chiefly  inhabit  a populous  suburb  called  the  Claddah.  Partly  from  superstition 
and  ancient  customs,  and  partly  from  mistaken  policy  to  enhance  the  market,  they  only  go 
out  at  certain  times,  and  exercise  a perfectly  uncontrolled  power  of  preventing  by  violence 
other  persons  from  fishing  in  the  bay.  An  attempt  was  made  some  years  since  to  protect 
those  who  attempted  to  fish  there  against  the  regulations  of  the  Claddah  fishermen,  by  having 
a gun-brig  stationed  in  the  roads,  and  while  this  vessel  remained,  the  object  was  effected; 
but  since  her  departure  all  attempts  to  interfere  with  them  have  been  abandoned,  and  the 
Fisheries,  which  are  reported  to  be  most  valuable  and  extensive,  are,  in  consequence,  com- 
paratively unproductive.  The  fishermen  are  not  under  any  peculiar  control  of  the  mayor, 
as  admiral  of  the  port,  though  they  nominally  acknowledge  his  authority. 

74.  The  Gaol  of  the  town  and  county  of  the  town  is  under  the  superintendence  of  a local 
inspector  and  a board  of  superintendence,  appointed  by  the  grand  jury.  The  mayor  and 
other  magistrates  of  the  borough  are  members  of  this  board,  which  does  not  meet  regularly. 
A large  addition  to  the  gaol  was  in  progress  at  the  time  of  our  visit,  which,  it  is  expected, 
will  afford  the  means  of  introducing  a very  complete,  classification  of  the  prisoners,  hitherto 
defective  from  want  of  room.  Prisoners  for  trial,  and  those  under  sentence  for  offences  com- 
mitted in  the  county  of  the.  town,  and  persons  arrested  under  process  of  the  Tholsel  Court, 
and  by  the  sheriffs  of  the  county  of  the  town  under  process  of  the  superior  court,  are  confined 
in  it.  Goods  taken  on  attachments  from  the  Tholsel  Court  were,  until  lately,  lodged  in  the 
gaol,  for  which  a fee  of  6s.  8d.  was  paid  to  the  gaoler.  He  has  latterly  refused  to  take  charge 
of  them. 

75.  The  Number  of  Prisoners  at  the  time  of  our  visit  in  September  1833,  was — female 
criminals,  1 5 ; male,  12 ; debtors,  5.  During  the  last  five  years,  4S4  debtors  were  committed 
to  the  prison,  of  whom  348  were  for  debts  under  £10. 

76.  It  immediately  adjoins  the  County  Gaol,  and  the  Consolidation  of  both  has  been  sug- 
gested as  likely  to  diminish  the  expense  to  the  county  of  the  town,  by  the  reduction  of  officers. 
The  proposition  does  not  appear  to  have  been  entertained  at  any  time  by  the  grand  juries. 
The  entire  expenditure  of  the  gaol,  for  the  year  1832,  was  £641  5s.  5 d. 

77.  The  Gaoler  is  appointed  by  the  sheriffs  of  the  county  of  the  town,  and,  where  his  conduct 
is  approved  of,  as  in  the.  instance  of  the  present  gaoler,  the  same  individual  is  generally  con- 
tinued by  succeeding  sheriffs.  A resolution  of  the  grand  jury,  at  the  summer  assizes  ot  lo-o, 
states  that  waste  of  the  public  money  and  abuses  had  been  practised  in  the  prison,  _ and  that 
the  conduct  of  the  gaolor  was  highly  reprehensible,  and  they  recommended  the  sheriff  to  take 
such  measures  as  he  should  think  proper  under  the  circumstances.  The  gaoler  was  dis- 
missed, and  the  present  officer  appointed.  It  was  communicated  to  us  that  the  gaoler 
dismissed  on  that  occasion  had  paid  a sum  of  monev  for  the  situation  to  the  sheriffs,  by  whom 
he  had  been  appointed ; but.  on  inquiry,  the  sum,  which  was  £1 30,  appears  to  have  been  given 
1o  the  widow  of  the  former  gaoler,  who  had  died  in  the  office.  The  widow  had  for  some  time 
had  the  duties  of  the  office  performed  by  her  son-in-law,  and  it  was  generally  understood,  ia 
whoever  should  be  appointed  to  the  gaol,  should  make  her  some  compensation.  The  presen 
gaoler  has  stated  to  us  that  he  did  not  give  any  consideration  for  the  office. 

78.  The  Corporation  has  the  Patronage  of  a singular  ecclesiastical  body,  called  The 
Royal  College  of  Galway.”  The  church  of  St.  Nicholas  Galway,  which  is  the  head  or  pare ‘ 
church  of  the  foundation,  is  of  great  antiquity,  aud  had  an  establishment  of  a ware  ena  ^ 
vicars,  from  a very  early  period;  but  the  present  institution  dates  from  a charter  o o 
Edward  VI.,  in  the  fifth  year  of  his  reign,  granted  on  the  petition  of  the  mayor,  ai 
burgesses,  and  commonalty.  By  this  charter,  a war  den  and  eight  vicars  choral  are  appoi 
and  the  college  is  incorporated  by  the.  name  of  “ The  Royal  College  of  Galway.  P orj 
is  given  to  the  warden  and  vicars  to  have  a common  seal  and  make  bye-laws,  1 
bailiffs,  burgesses,  and  commonalty  are  empowered  annually  to  elect  a warden,  an  y. 
invested  with  very  full  powers  of  removing  and  regulating  the  warden  and  vicars,  an  SUPP 
vacancies  among  the  latter,  and  portioning  at  their  discretion  the  collegiate  funds  tor 

to  the  warden  and  vicars. 
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T’O.  This  college  constitutes  a peculiar  ecclesiastical  Jurisdiction,  not  subject  to  episcopal  GF  GALWAY, 
control.  It  comprises  eight  Parishes,  namely,  the  rectory  of  St.  Nicholas  Galway,  and  a peculiar  Juris- 
ilie  vicarages  of  Moycullen,  Kilcumniin,  Ballinacourty,  Oranmore,  Clare,  Galway,  Shrule,  and  diction. 

R&hoon.  In  St.  Nicholas  the  college  owns  the  entire  of  the  Tithes;  in  six  of  the  other  Parishes  comprised. 

parishes,  three- fourths ; the  remaining  fourth  belonging  to  the  Archbishop  of  Tuam ; and  in  in  it. 

the  eighth  the  college,  has  only  one-fourth  of  the  tithes,  half  of  them  being  in  the  hands  of  a Tithes. 

lav  impropriator,  and  a fourth  belonging  to  the  archbishop.  These  tithes  amount  to  £1,157 

per  annum,  besides  which  the  college  has  a small  annual  income  of  £18  from  throe  glebes 

and  two  houses,  in  the  town,  which  are  let  on  leases  for  41  years.  Its  possessions  were 

formerly  more  considerable. 

SO.  The  Warden  is  annually  elected  by  the  common  council  of  the  corporation,  and  after-  Warden  and  Vicars 
wards  approved  of  at  the  meeting  of  the  freemen  in  tholsel ; but,  by  the  Emancipation  Act,  how  elected,  &c. 

10  Geo.  IV.  c.  7.  s.  15,  none  of  the  members  of  the  council  or  freemen  can  vote. on  such  election 
save  those  who  are  Protestants.  It  seems  understood  that  the  warden  must  be  elected  from  the 
vicars.  In  practice,  the  same  individual  has  been  successively  re-clected  for  the  last  23  years. 

Bvthe  charter  of  Charles  II.  and  the  " New'  Rules,”  the  warden  should  be  approved  of  or 
nominated  by  the  lord,  lieutenant.,  and  an  instance  of  such  nomination  occurs  in  the  corporation 
books,  shortly  after  the.  date  of  that  charter ; but  we  have  not  found  that  this  sanction  has  been 
sought  of  late  years.  The  warden  receives  all  the  income  of  the  college,  out  of  which  he  pays 
£75  per  annum  to  each  of  the  vicars,  of  whom,  at  present,  there  are  only  four,  and  for  a long 
time  there  were  not  more  than  two.  The  Vicars  are  also  elected  by  the  Protestant  members 
of  the  common  council,  and  approved  of  in  tholsel ; they  are  elected  for  life,  and  are  inducted 
bv  the  warden.  The  salaries  of  the  vicars  appear  to  have  been  formerly  regulated  by  the 
corporation  under  the  power  contained  in  the  charter  of  Edward  VI ; but,  except  in  the  elec- 
tion of  the  warden  and  vicars,  the  corporation  has  not  for  many  years  interfered  in  the 
arrangements  of  the  college. 

81.  The  warden  and  vicare  consider  themselves  bound  to  attend  to  ecclesiastical  Duties  in  Their  Duties, 
the  parishes  comprised  within  the  college  ; they  have  not  any  peculiar  functions  as  connected 
with  the  corporation.  There  is  hut  one.  Protestant  church  attended  by  them,  that  of  St. 

Nicholas  Galway,  which  is  in  the  town.  There  is  not  a church  in  the  other  parishes,  save 
in  that,  of  Kilcumniin,  which  is  attended  by  the  rector  of  that  parish,  to  whom  the  Archbishop 
of  Tuam  has  given  his  fourth  part,  of  the  tithes  of  that  parish,  under  the  5th  section  of  the 
Irish  statute,  4 Geo.  I.  c.  14.  Prior  to  the  late  abolition  of  vestry  ccss,  the  payment  of  the 
inferior  officers  and  repairs  of  the  church  of  St.  Nicholas  was  made  by  vestry  assessments  on 
the  inhabitants  and  householders  of  Galway  and  the  out -parishes.  The  sums  varied  from 
£466  to  £170  in  the  last  five  years. 

S2.  The  Extent  of  the  several  Parishes  has  been  returned  to  us  as  follows  : 


St.  Nicholas  - 
Moycullen  - - - 
Ivileummin  - - - 
Ballinacourty  - 
Oranmore  - - - - 
Clare  Galway  - - 
Shrule  (county  Mayo) 
Rahoon  - - - - 


Length. 

2 miles  - 

6 — - 

17  — - 

4 — - 

5 — 

4 — - 

4 — - 

6i  — - 


Breadth. 

2 .miles  - 

4 — - 

11  — - 

5 — - 

3 — 

3 — - 

3 — - 

3=1  - - 


Population  in  1S31. 

- 16,392 

- 5,695 

- 9,848 

- 3,250 

- 6,993 
8,5S8 

- 3,660 

- 15,4S5 


Extent  of  the 
Parishes. 


It  was  stated  that  Moycullen  and  Clare  Galway  do  not  contain  a single  resident  Protestant 
family ; that  Oranmore  only  contains  two ; Shrule  the  same  number  ; and  Ballinacourty  but 
one.  It  may,  therefore,  not  be  found  necessary  by  the  corporation  to  keep  up  the  number  of 
vicars  to  the  extent  specified  in  the  charter  of  the  college. 

83.  The  corporation  has  not  now  any  other  Patronage,  save  the  appointment  of  the  officers  Other  Patronage, 
already  noticed  in  this  Report.  The  charter  of  Elizabeth  enables  them  to  appoint  to  certain 

offices  connected  with  the  customs,  but  they  have  long  ceased  to  exercise  any  such  power.  ^ ^ 

84.  The  corporation  do  not  support  or  interfere  in  any  institution  for  the  relief  of  the  Poor. 

The  funds  lately  granted  by  the  Court  of  Chancery  for  the  repair  of  the  streets,  were  disbursed 
through  a public  voluntary  association  for  the  suppression  of  mendicity  by  employing  the 
mendicants  to  perform  the  works.  This  institution  is  called  a house  of  industry,  and  though 
not,  strictly  speaking,  established  under  the  Irish  statute  11  and  12  Geo.  ill.  c.  dU,  the 
grand  jury  makes  an  annual  presentment  of  £184  12s.  3d.  in  aid  of  its  funds.  The  first 
presentment  was,  in  1828,  of  £100. 

85.  There  is  not  any  public  School  in  connexion  with  the  corporation^  The  Board  of 
Erasmus  Smith’s  Schools  has  large  estates,  and  an  endowed  school  in  Lralway ; out  it  is 
apparently  not  open  to  free  scholars.  There  are,  however,  two  free  schools,  the  master  and 
mistress  of  which  are  paid  by  that  hoard ; but  they  are  not  required  to  educate  gratis  more 
*>»  the  limited  number  of  20  male  and  20  female  scholars.  There  are  other  to  schools 
supported  by  private  subscription,  or  connected  with  particular  religious  establishments. 

They  are  stated  to  be  insufficient  for  the  wants  of  the  population. 

86.  The  Revenues  of  the  Corporation  have  for  the  last  60  yean  bee. a solely  derived  from  Raysnuas  of  the 
Mis.  The  amount  of  income  from  this  source,  from  the  year  1805  to  182/,  has  been  very  Corporal™, 
variable,  as  appeals  bv  the  Return  made  by  the  mayor,  and  onfcred  ty  House  of  C0™™* 

to  be  printed,  on  the  '21st  August  1833.  Since  the  year  182/,  the  tolls 

Under  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  are  at  present  let  under  that  court  for  £1,260  ger  annum. 
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on  a lease,  for  three  years.  The  expenses  of  collection  are  stated  to  be  about  £100.  The  last 
letting  by  the  corporationwas  for  £900,  in  1827. 

87.  The  Tolls  collected  from  1762  to  1827,  consisted  of  thorough  tolls,  called  ino-ate  and 
outgate  customs.  These  were  all  let  together  annually  by  the  corporation  by  public°auction 
at  the.  meetings  in  tholsel ; and  a part  of  the  rent,  generally  20  guineas,  was  entered  as 
payable  for  the  Charter  Duties,  hereafter  noticed,  although  those  duties  were  not,  in  fact 
collected,  the  letting  of  them  being  merely  nominal,  to  preserve  evidence  of  the  right  of  the 
corporation. 

88.  The  Tolls  so  collected  are  those  specified  in  a Schedule  printed  in  the  Journals  of  the 
Irish  House  of  Commons,  under  date  of  13th  April  1762,  and  approved  of  and  confirmed 
by  a resolution  of  that  House  on  the  same  day.  Under  the  Charters  of  Richard  II. 
and  Elizabeth,  the  corporation  were  entitled  to  tolls,  as  well  on  goods  coming  or  a0ino- 
landward  as  on  goods  imported  or  exported  hy  sea.  The  latter  were  called  the  cliarter 
duties,  and  appear  formerly  to  have  been  a source  of  considerable  revenue.  They  were 
however,  for  many  years,  a subject  of  dispute  between  the  merchants  and  the  corporation- 
some  arangement  appears  to  have  been  made  so  early  as  the  year  1684,  to  settle  the  con- 
troversy, but  the  Charter  Duties  were  again  contested  in  1759,  and  finally  in  1762  an 
agreement  was  entered  into  between  the  merchants  and  the  corporation,  by  which  the  tolls, 
specified  in  the  schedule  alluded  to,  were  given  ,f  in  lieu  for  and  so  long  as  no  charter  duties 
should  he  demanded  hy  the  corporation  on  goods  imported  into  the  town  or  exported  from 
it.”  The  tolls  given  by  the  schedule  are  higher  than  those  mentioned  in  the  charters,  but  it 
contains  exemptions  of  goods  imported  and  exported,  (except  fish  going  into  the  country,) 
provisions  for  private  use  of  residents  in  the  town,  turf,  milk,  eggs,  poultry,  fresh  butter,  hav 
and  straw,  and  of  timber  for  ships  or  boats.  This  arrangement  was  not  legalized  by  Act  of 
Parliament ; it  does  not,  however,  appear  to  have  been  departed  from  while  the  tolls  remained 
in  the  hands  of  the  corporation.  It  was,  in  fact,  obviously  beneficial  to  the  merchants  of  the 
town,  at  the  expense  of  the  farmers  and  othei'S  frequenting  the  markets  with  produce  from  the 
country.  Since  the  tolls  have  been  let  under  the  Court  of  Chancery,  the  schedule  has  been 
restored  to  that  coutained  in  the  charters,  and  the  tolls  are  now  collected  accordingly,  the 
leases  under  the  court  following  the  charter  in  the  specification  of  the  tolls  demised.  The 
lessee  considers  himself,  in  consequence,  entitled  to  resume  the  collection  of  the  charter 
duties,  and  being  resisted  in  the  attempt,  he  has  commenced  some  proceedings  to  enforce 
their  payment. 

89.  The  express  Conditions  contained  in  the  Charters  for  the  Application  of  the  Tolls  and 
Duties  in  and  towards  the  walling  and  paving  of  the  town,  have  been  already  stated.  The 
walls  have  long  since  fallen  into  decay,  and  few  traces  of  them  now  remain.  The  streets 
appear  to  have  been,  from  time  to  time, partially  repaired  out  of  the  corporate  revenues;  but 
hy  far  the  greater  part  of  the  income  from  the  tolls  and  duties  was  expended  in  the  payment 
of  corporate  officers,  or  as  already  noticed,  retained  by  the  mayor  for  his  own  use,  without, 
rendering  any  account  to  the  corporation.  The  application  of  these  funds  to  corporate  purposes 
was  the  subject  of  complaint  to  the  Irish  House  of  Commons  in  the  year  1762,  and  one  of 
the  resolutions  of  a Committee  of  that  House  recognised  the  conditions  of  the  charters  as  to 
the  application  of  the  monies  arising  from  the  duties,  hut  nothing  was  done  to  enforce  their 
future  due  application  accordingly.  Another  resolution  rather  approved  of  their  being 
employed  in  the  payment  of  the  corporate  officers.  At  length,  in  the  year  ISIS,  an 
Information  was  filed  by  the  attorney  general,  at  the  relation  of  two  fi-eemen,  on  behalf  of 
themselves  and  the  rest  of  the  fi-eemen,  citizens,  and  inhabitants  of  Galway,  against  the 
corporation,  and  against  James  Daly,  Esq.,  and  the  Right  Honourable  Denis  Bowes  Daly, 
who  were  thereby  charged  to  have  received  the  money  arising  from  the  tolls  and  customs. 
It  prayed  that  the  defendants  might  be  compelled  to  put  the  streets  into  safe  and  sufficient 
repair  out  of  the  produce  of  the  tolls  and  customs  received  by  them,  and  that  the  tolls  and 
customs  might  be  applied  under  the  direction  of  the  court  to  the  proper  purpose.  The 
defendants,  by  their  answer,  chiefly  relied  on  the  agreement  of  1762,  as  having  been  entered 
into  by  the  corporation,  in  consideration  that  the  inhabitants  would  continue  to  pave  the 
streets  at  their  private  expense,  and  leave  the  repairing  the  walls  to  occasional  aid  from 
Government.  The  cause  was  heard  on  the  29th  June  1824,  and  reheard  on  the  18th  .No- 
vember 1824.  It  was  again  heard  on  the  Master’s  report  on  the  1st  December  1826,  and 
reheard  on  1st  November  1828.  By  the  final  Decree  made,  on  the  last  rehearing,  by  Sir 
Anthony  Hart,  it  was  declared  that  the  tolls  and  duties  were  vested  in  the  corporation  for  the 
purpose  of  paving  the  streets  and  supporting  the  walls  of  the  town,  according  to  the  terms i ol 
the  charter  of  Richard  II.,  and  that  the  application  thereof'  in  payment  of  the  officers  of  e 
corporation  was  a misapplication,  and  a breach  of  trust ; certain  inquiries  were  directed,  ana 
a receiver  was  appointed*  The  tolls  have  since  been  let,  under  the  court.  The  demises 
follow  literally  the  words  of  the  charter  of  Richard  II.  in  the  specification  of  the  artic  es. 
They  are  described  as  “ goods  to  be  sold,”  the  original  is  “ venalibus.”  The  leases  o no 
mention  fair  or  market  tolls.  The  lessee  considers  himself  entitled  to  the  toll  on  t e sam 
'article  both  coming  in  and  going  out,  if  it  has  changed  hands.  The  corporation  has  aPPe® 
from  the  decree  to  the  House  of  Lords,  and  the  Appeal  is  still  pending.  No  dec  ara 
was  made  hy  the  decree,  as  to  the  proper  application  of  any  surplus  of  the  tolls  m c£j*.e 
should  be  found  more  than  sufficient,  for  the  pavage  of  the  streets,  which  seems  pro  a e. 

90.  These  Tolls  and  Duties  were  mortgaged  by  the  corporation  previous  to  the  rebel  io 
of  1641,  and  were  forfeited  to  the  Crown  in  that  rebellion  by  the  mortgagees.  1 e 

* Attorney  General  v.  The  Corporation  of  Galway. — 1 “ Beatty’s  Reports,”  29S. 
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^es  were  granted  by  King  Charles  II.,  in  the  twenty-fifth  year  of  his  reign,  to  Elizabeth  GALWAY. 
Hamilton,  by  whom  they  were  afterwards  assigned  to  Colonel  Theodore  Russell,  for  a sum  paid 
bv  him  at  the  desire  of  the  corporation.  The  charter  of  Charles  II.  saved  the  rights  of 
Elizabeth  Hamilton  and  Colonel  Russell  to  the  tolls  and  duties,  and  prohibited  the  corporation 
from  levying  them  until  the  latter  was  repaid  the  sum  of  £2,500,  and  other  sums,  and  after 
satisfaction  thereof,  they  were  to  remain  to  the  corporation  “ to  such  uses  whereunto  they 
were  by  any  former  charter  granted  or  designed.”  The  debt  to  Colonel  Russell  has  been 
long  sihce  discharged,  but  it  led  to  considerable  litigation  between  the  corporation  and  his  re- 
presentatives, the  details  of  which  will  be  found  in  the  fourth  volume  of  " Brown’s  Parliamentary 
Cases,”  p.  523, — the  case  of  the  Town  of  Galway,  appellants,  v.  Henry  Russell,  respondent. 

91.  The  collection  of  the  tolls  is  not  now  generally  complained  of,  but  the  Schedule  which  The  Schedules 
follows  the  charter  of  Richard  II.  and  Elizabeth,  is  stated  to  require  Revision  as  to  the  require  Revision, 
articles  of  tallow  and  iron,  and  some  obsolete  words  denoting  quantities.  The  revival  of  the 

charter  duties  is  complained  of  and  resisted.  The  tolls  agreed  on  by  the  schedule  of  1762, 
considerably  exceeded  those  specified  in  the  charters  for  the  same  articles,  the  increase  being 
probably  given  to  the  corporation  in  consideration  of  their  relinquishing  the  charter  duties, 
which,  it  is  obvious,  they  had  no  power  to  do,  if  it  shall  be  determined  by  the  affirmance  of 
Sir  Anthony  Hart’s  decree,  that  they  were  merely  trustees  of  the  tolls  and  duties  lor  the 
purposes  specified  in  the  charters. 

92.  The  following  grant  appears  on  record  of  Markets  and  Fairs  to  the  corporation,  10th  and 
June  1730  : (Rot.  Pat.  4 Geo.  II.  p.2.  m.  34.  d. :)  an  additional  weekly  market  on  Monday,  Markets- 
and  on  the  four  Fridays  before  Christmas  day,  and  a fair  on  the  20th  May,  10th  September, 

and  10th  October  on  the  square  plot  next  the  east  gate. 

93.  The  corporation  have  not  now  any  landed  Estate.  They  were  formerly  owners  of  Landed  Estate, 
considerable  lands  and  tenements  in  and  about  the  town.  These,  until  about  the  com-  and  how  lost, 
mencement  of  the  last  century,  were  let  for  terms  of  years,  generally  31,  but  in  several 

instances  99  years.  Many  leases  for  the  latter  term  were  granted  in  the  year  1686,  but  by 
a subsequent  order,  in  the  same  year,  it  was  declared,  that  no  lease  should  be  made  for  more 
than  one  year.  This  order,  however,  does  not  appear  to  have  been  acted  on,  except  as  to  the 
tolls  and  duties.  In  1696,  some  leases  were  made  for  lives,  renewable  for  ever,  at  small  rents 
and  fines,  and  the  leases  made  after  that  period  were  for  the  same  improvident  tenure.  The 
leases  appear,  in  numerous  instances,  to  have  been  made  to  members  of  the  common  council, 
some  to  the  mayor  of  the  day,  others  to  aldermen  and  free  burgesses,  and  at  rents,  which  it 
is  difficult  to  conceive  were,  even  at  that  time,  nearly  adequate  to  the  value  of  the  extensive 
tracts  demised.  By  the  mayor’s  account,  returned  for  five  years  prior  to  1680,  the  town 
lands  are  stated  to  have  produced,  in  that  period,  £274.  The  account  for  a year,  ending 
29th  September  1692,  returns  the  corporate  revenues  from  the  markets,  £127 ; charter  duties, 

£181 ; and  town  lands,  £25.  The  properties  thus  demised  are  supposed  to  be  now  of  very 
considerable  annual  value  from  modern  improvements  and  expenditure.  The  corporation, 
long  prior  to  the  year  1759,  had  mortgaged  their  estates,  and  in  that  year  they  granted  a 
new  mortgage  of  all  their  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments,  and  revenues,  for  a sum  of  £900 
advanced  to  pay  off  the  former  debt.  Their  landed  estates  were,  in  some  years  afterwards, 
sold  under  a decree  in  a suit  instituted  to  foreclose  the  mortgage,  and  they  have  not  since 
had  any  revenues  save  those  derived  from  the  tolls  and  customs. 

94.  The  corporation  appears  formerly  to  have  levied  Taxes  on  the  freemen,  and  the  impost  Taxes  and 
called  Quarterage,  on  persons  keeping  shop,  and  retailing  in  the  town,  not  being  free.  These  Quarterage, 
payments  have  been  long  discontinued. 

95.  Some  time  previous  to  the  year  1754,  a sum  of  £150  was  paid  by  Jane  Eyre,  widow.  Charitable  Funds, 
to  the  corporation,  in  consideration  of  their  payiug  £12  a year,  for  ever,  for  the  use  of  the 

Protestant  poor  of  the  parish  of  St.  Nicholas,  and,  in  that  year,  a further  sum  of  £150 
was  paid  to  them  by  the  same  person  on  the  same  consideration.  Deeds  were  executed  by 
the  corporation  to  this  effect,  and  while  the  tolls  and  customs  were  in  their  hands,  the  sum  of 
£24  was  annually  applied  by  the  mayor  to  those  charitable  uses,  through  the  warden  of  the 
college.  This  payment  has  ceased  since  the  tolls  were  let  under  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and 
should  the  final  decree  made  on  the  information  be  affirmed,  this  payment  caunot  be 
expected  to  be  continued,  as  it  would  be  a misapplication  of  the  revenues  arising  from  the  tolls, 
and  there  are  not  now  any  other  corporate  funds  from  which  it  could  be  claimed. 

96.  The  annual  Expenditure  of  the  corporation,  prior  to  their  being  deprived  of  the  tolls.  Expenditure, 
appears  to  have  amounted  to  about  £271,  including  the  payment  of  the  above-mentioned  sum 

of  £24.  This  was  disbursed  by  the  mayor,  and  does  not  include  any  salary  to  him.  as  he,  in 
fact,  retained  the  whole  surplus  of  the  revenues  to  his  own  use.  The  items  were  returned  to 
ns  as  follows : 

Recorder  -----  £40 

Sheriffs 30 


Town  clerk  ^0 

Four  serjeants  ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Bellman 

Swordbearer  - ~ 

Macebearer  - - “ " ® 

Eyre’s  charity  - - * * 

Five  dresses  lor  serjeants  and  bellman  lo 

Mendicity 100  Toll  Cause. 

97.  It  does  not  appear  from  the  corporation  books  out  of  what  funds,  or  by  whom,  the  Costs  of. 

M.  C.  L ^ 4 P 
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expenses  of  the  defence  to  the  information  are  defrayed.  The  Costs  of  the  relators  a 
the  decree,  charged  on  the  produce  of  the  tolls  and  customs.  a rc'  by 

98.  By  the  Irish  statute  3 Geo.  II.  c.  21,  the  corporations  of  Cork,  Galwav  SI' 
Drogheda,  and  Belfast  were  severally  empowered  to  erect.  Ballast  Offices  in  the  respect^’ 
cities  and  towns,  to  be  under  their  government,  inspection,  and  direction;  and  they  k-U° 
appointed  keepers  and  conservators  of  the  several  rivers  and  ports  of  those  cities  and'ton-6? 
with  powers  to  make  such  bye-laws,  for  the  well  government  of  the  said  several  offices 

for  the  cleansing  of  the  harbours  and  channels,  and  securing  all  ships  that  should  cofne  int 
the  ports,  as  should  from  time  to  time  be  approved,  ratified,  and  confirmed  by  the  Lo'  1 
Lieutenant  or  other  chief  governor  of  Ireland,  and  six  or  more  of  the  Privy  Council. 

The  Act  imposes  on  those  corporations  various  duties,  and  confers  on  them  extensive  power' 
for  carrying  its  objects  into  effect. 

We  have  not  found  that  this  statute  has  been  acted  on  in  Galway. 

99.  The  care  and  improvement  of  the  Harbour  have  been  recently  placed  in  charge  of  a 
body  of  Commissioners  under  a local  Act,  1 1 Geo.  IV.  and  1 Will.  IV.  c.  122  floe  ami 
pers.)  amended  by  the  1,  2 Will.  IV.  c.  54  (loc.  and  pers.) 

The  former  of  these  Acts  recites  that,  the  docks  and  quays  were  contracted  and  dilapidated 
and  the  chief  object  of  the  Act,  is  to  provide  for  the  erection  of  the  new  docks  and  quays,  and 
the  connexion  of  Lough  Corrib  with  the  bay  by  a canal. 

A number  of  commissioners  are  appointed  by  this  Act,  several  of  whom  are  members  of 
the  common  council,  but  no  member  of  the  corporation  is  made  ex  officio  a commissioner. 
Those  to  be  hereafter  elected  commissioners  are  required  to  possess  a freehold  qualification 
of  £100  a-year,  or  personalty  to  £3,000,  or  to  be  heir  apparent  to  a person  of  £200  a-year. 

The  mayor,  or  one  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  of  the  town  is  empowered  to  decide 
summarily  on  complaints  against  the.  officers  of  the  commissioners  for  not  accounting,  &c.  and 
the  commissioner’s  warrants  to  empannel  juries  for  the  valuation  of  property  are  to  be  directed 
to  tlie  sheriffs  of  the  county  of  the  town. 

The  commissioners  may  appoint  a harbour  master,  hut  this  is  “ not  to  interfere  with  or 
control  the  rights,  privileges,  or  jurisdictions  of  the  mayor  of  Galway  as  admiral  of  the  bay 
of  Galway.” 

They  are  empowered  to  levy  certain  rates  and  duties  on  vessels  and  boats  entering  the 
docks  and  harbour,  and  on  goods  exported  and  imported,  of  which  schedules  are  annexed  to 
the  Acts. 

The  1,  2 Will.  IV.  c.  54,  amends  the  former  Act.  by  enabling  the  grand  juries  of  the 
counties  of  Galway  and  Mayo,  and  of  the  county  of  the  town  of  Galway  to  present  monies  for 
the  works,  and  empowers  the  commissioners  to  raise  money  by  shares. 

The  dues  given  by  these  Acts  have  been  let  by  auction  for  £1,270  per  annum,  and  the 
commissioners  have  borrowed  the  sum  of  £17,000  on  the  security  of  them  from  the  commis- 
sioners of  public  works,  Ireland.  The  projected  improvements  were  in  progress  during  our 
visit.  . 

100.  There  has  been  a considerable  improvement  in  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  Town, 
though  it  is  stated  to  have  rather  declined  again  during  the  last  three  years.  The  increasing 
produce  of  the  tolls  indicates  an  increase  of  internal  traffic,  and  the  annexed  Return  shows  the 
receipts  of  custom  in  the  port,  and  the  number  and  tonnage  of  the  vessels  entered  inwards 
and  cleared  outwards  in  each  of  the  last  10  years.  Considerable  commercial  advantages 
are  anticipated  to  arise  from  the  construction  of  the  new  docks  and  quays  by  the  commissioners 
of  the  harbour,  and  the  resolutions  of  the  grand  jury  passed  at  spring  assizes,  1833,  point  to 
other  works  of  public  utility,  and  in  the  improvement  of  the  inland  navigation,  as  deserving 
encouragement. 

We  have  already  alluded  to  the  slate  of  the  fisheries  and  the  advantages  likely  to  result 
from  an  effective  check  being  given  to  the  lawless  proceedings  of  those  principally  engaged 
in  them. 

101.  The  parish  of  St.  Nicholas,  in  which  the  town  is  chieffy  situate,  contained,  in  1831, 


Houses  inhabited 1,996 

„ building 21 

„ uninhabited  - --  --  --  - 47 

Families  chiefly  employed  in  trade,  manufactures,  and  handicraft  1,045 
« « ’in  agriculture  - - . - 425 

„ not  comprised  in  the  preceding  classes  - 1,666 

Persons : males,  7,492 ; females,  8,900  - - - - 16,392 

„ employed  in  retail  trade,  or  handicraft  - 1,274 

Capitalists,  bankers,  professional  and  other  educated  men  - 536  , 


The  parts  of  the  parish  of  Oranmore,  and  Rahoon,  included  in  the  county  of  tlie  town  of 
Galway,  contained. 

Houses  inhabited 

„ building  - . - _ . - 

„ uninhabited  . - . - - - 

Families  chiefly  employed  in  agriculture  - - - 

» „ in  trade.  See.  - - - 

» not  comprised  in  the  two  preceding  classes 
Persons:  males,  7,995;  females,  8,733 

» _ employed  in  retail  trade,  or  handicraft 

Capitalists,  bankers,  professional  and  other  educated  men 


- 2,610 
25 
45 

- 2,217 

262 
643 

. 16,728 

289 

141 
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The  population  of  the  town  and  county  of  the  town  thus  appears  to  have  amounted  in  that 
year  to  33,120. 

By  the  enumeration  of  1812,  it  was  - 24,6S4 

And  that  of  1821  - 27,775 

Amount  of  Custom  Receipts  at  the  Port  of  Galway,  and  Number  and  Tonnage  of 
Vessels  entered  Inwards,  and  cleared  Outwards,  in  each  of  the  Ten  Years  ended  the  otli 
January  1S33. 


Vessels. 

Year 
ended  5th 
January. 

Amount  of  Receipts. 

‘ 

Inwards. 

Outwards. 

No. 

Tonnage. 

No. 

Tonnage. 

1824 

£.  *.  d. 

13,951  8 2 

73 

6,S56 

127 

11,932 

1825 

17,308  2 5 

156 

13,169 

150 

11,536 

1826 

23,324  9 5 

157 

12,866 

156 

13,297 

1827 

29,913  7 S 

140 

12,992 

140 

10,132 

1828 

35,784  10  0 

132 

12,451 

133 

11,346 

1829 

40,109  18  6 

129 

14,241 

153 

14,562 

1S30 

48,564  6 4 

148 

13,830 

150 

12,861 

1831 

36,260  8 3 

132 

14,006 

107 

10,936 

1832 

35,183  1 4 

110 

9,991 

136 

13,297 

1833 

27,755.  4 8 

112 

11,577 

136 

14,398 

COUNTY  OF 

THE  TOWN 
OF  GALWAY. 
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The  present  condition  of  this  corporation,  and  the  consequences  of  its  exclusive  character, 
have  been  noticed  in  the  course  of  this  Report ; and,  looking  to  the  population  and  commercial 
prospects  of  the  town,  it  is  strongly  to  be  desired  that  the  municipal  body  should  be  so 
reformed,  or  remodelled,  as  to  become  identified  in  interest  with  the  great  body  of  the 
inhabitants,  and  entitled  to  their  confidence. 

102.  The  following  Acts  and  sections  of  Acts  relate  to  this  town: 

4 Geo.  I.  c.  15.  (Ireland)  commonly  called  “The  Galway  Act”  See  the  Report,  p.  295.  Local  Acts. 

3 Geo.  II.  c.  13.  s.  9.  (Ireland)  for  lighting  Waterford  and  Galway. 

3 Geo.  II.  c.  21.  (Ireland)  Ballast  Office  Act. 

11  Geo.  III.  c.  4.  (Ireland)  grant  of  £500  to  repair  the  market  quay. 

23,  24  Geo.  III.  c.  1.  s.  31.  (Ireland)  grant  of  £1,000  to  be  expended  in  rendering  the 
harbour  more  safe  and  commodious,  and  for  the  improvement  of  it. 

38  Geo.  III.  c.  75.  s.  33.  (Ireland)  to  relieve  the  sheriffs  of  the  county  of  the  town  of 
Galway  from  accounting  for  all  process  issued  to  them  from  the  Exchequer  before 
the  29th  September  1795. 

11  Geo.  IV.  and  1 Will.  IV.  c.  122.  (loc.  andpers.)  Harbour  Commissioners’  Act. 

1,  2 Will.  IV.  c.  54.  (loc.  and  pers.)  amendment  of  the  last.. 

And  some  now  obsolete  or  repealed  provisions  of  the  laws  affecting  Roman  Catholics. 

103.  We  send  with  this  Report  copies  of  the  following  Documents : Documents  sent. 

1.  Copy  of  the  Charter  of  Elizabeth. 

2.  Copy  of  the  Warrant  of  the  Bakers’  Guild. 

3.  Return  of  the  Corporate  Officers  for  the  last  Ten  Years. 

4.  Return  of  Fees  in  the  Tholsel  Court. 

5.  Form  of  Process  therein. 

6.  Bill  of  Costs  therein. 

7.  Copy  of  the  Schedule  of  Tolls  from  the  Irish  Commons  Journals  LlbZ. 

8.  Cranage  Charges  by  the  Weighmaster.  . , 

9.  Return  of  the  Income  of  the  eight  Parishes  comprised  in  the  Wardenship 

10.  Quaeres  and  Presentments  at  the  Summer  Assizes  of  1828,  Summer  Assizes  of 

1830)  and  Spring  Assizes  of  1833.  . . 1(7,£)  ...o 

11.  Abstracts  of  Memorials  of  Mortgages  by  the  Corporation  m 1/42  174/,  and  1748 

12.  List  of  the  Common  Council  in  September  1833,  distinguishing  those  resident  and 

13.  AbsteSof  the  Expenditure  and  Receipts  of  Ho”f ® “f. JnJustry  fr°m  1S24' 

14.  Accounts  of  the  Harbour  Commissioners  for  1833  and  BRADy 

JOHN  R.  CORBALLIS. 

Inquiry  held  at  Galway  from  the  13th  to  the  21st  of  September  1833. 

Note. — Since  the  above  Report  was  prepared  we  have  learned  that  ) 

Lords  against  the  deer*  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  in  the  toll  cause,  mentioned  in  page  330,  has  been 
withdrawn. 
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BOROUGH  OF  LANESBOROUGH. 


1.  CHARLES  I.j  by  a Charter  m the  seventeenth  year  of  his  reign  to  Sir  George  Lane  and 
his  heirs,  erected  the  lands  of  Ballyleag,  and  several  other  denominations  in  the  county  of  Long- 
ford, into  a manor,  by  the  name  of  “ The  Manor  of  Lanesborough,”  with  power  to  Sir  George 
Lane  and  his  heirs  to  hold  Courts  Leet  and  view  of  frankpledge,  before  a seneschal,  and  a 
Court  Baron,  for  pleas  to  the  amount  of  40s.,  and  a Court  of  Record  to  the  amount  of  £200 
for  all  actions  personal  and  mixt,  with  various  other  privileges  and  franchises. 

2.  And  the  same  charter  declares  that  the  town  and  lands  of  Ballyleag  shall  be  a free 
Borough  and  corporation,  by  the  name  of  " The  Borough  and  Town  of  Lanesborough,”  to 
extend  every  way  from  the  middle  of  said  town,  100  acres  in  the  whole. 

3.  The  corporation  to  consist  of  one  sovereign,  two  bailiffs,  and  12  burgesses,  and  to  be 
called, 

4.  “ The  Sovereign,  Bailiffs,  and  Burgesses  of  the  Town  and  Borough  of  Lanesborough.” 

5.  The  charter  empowered  the  sovereign,  bailiffs,  and  burgesses,  to  admit  such  persons  to 
be  Freemen  as  they  should  think  meet,  who  should,  on  admission,  be  members  of  the  body 
politic,  and  pay  a'fee  of  5s.  for  the  use  of  the  borough. 

6.  The  Sovereign  was  to  be  annually  elected  by  the  sovereign,  bailiffs,  and  burgesses,  out 
of  the  burgesses,  on  Monday  next  after  the  feast  of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  and  sworn  into 
office  at  Michaelmas.  He  was  to  have  charge  of  the  government  of  the  borough,  with  power 
to  appoint  one  of  the  burgesses,  with  consent  of  the  bailiffs  and  burgesses,  to  be  his  deputy, 
when  absent.  The  sovereign  and  his  deputy  were,  to  be  justices  of  the  peace  and  coroners 
within  the  borough,  and  the  sovereign  was  also  to  be  a justice  of  peace  within  the  borough 
for  a year  after  the  expiration  of  his  year  of  office. 

7.  The  Bailiffs  were  also  to  be  elected  yearly,  on  the  same  day,  out  of  the  burgesses,  by  the 
sovereign,  bailiffs,  and  burgesses. 

S.  The  Burgesses  were  to  be  elected  by  the  same  body  out  of  the  freemen,  inhabitants  of  the 
borough,  and  town  and  liberties,  “ according  to  the  use  and  practice  of  the  boroughs  of  Banag- 
her,  Carisfort,  and  Jamestown.” 

9.  Sir  George  Lane  and  his  heirs  were  empowered  to  elect  a Recorder  and  Town  Clerk, 
during  pleasure,  to  have  the  jurisdiction  of  the  above  named  boroughs,  viz.,  in  civil  matters,  of 
pleas  to  the  amount  of  five  marks ; the  court  to  be  held  every  Thursday. 

10.  A Serjeant  at  Mace  and  other  inferior  officers  were  to  be  appointed  by  the  sovereign, 
bailiffs,  and  burgesses,  to  exercise  the  powers  of  the  aforesaid  boroughs,  during  the  wish  and 
pleasure  of  the  sovereign,  bailiffs,  and  burgesses. 

11.  The  sovereign,  bailiff,  burgesses,  and  freemen,  were  empowered  to  return  two  burgesses 
to  Parliament. 

12.  The  other  Powers  given  by  the  charter  to  this  corporation  were  to  have  a common 
seal,  to  build  a tholsel,  to  be  a guild  mercatory,  to  make  bye-laws,  and  to  purchase  lands,  to 
the  yearly  value  of  £20,  notwithstanding  the  statute  of  mortmain. 

The  sovereign,  bailiffs,  burgesses,  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  borough  and  town,  were 
to  do  suit  to  the  manor,  and  plead  and  be  impleaded  there.  The  charter  is  enrolled.  (Rot. 

Pat.  17  Car.  II.  p.  3.  m.  27.) 

13.  A Corporation  existed  under  the  foregoing  charter  until  the  period  of  the  legislative 
Union  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  but  has  since  become  completely  extinct.  It  was 
kept  up  principally,  if  not  entirely,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  a few  individuals  to  return  two 
Members  to  the  Irish  Parliament ; and  this  being  one  of  the  boroughs  disfranchised  at  the 
Union,  the  sum  of  £15,000  was  paid,  as  compensation  for  the  loss  of  the  privilege,  to  Luke 
Lord  Clonbrock,  the  patron  of  the  borough. 

A sovereign,  deputy  sovereign,  burgesses,  a few  freemen,  and  a serjeant  at  mace,  who  acted 
38  a,  constable,  were  the  only  officers  or  members  of  the  corporation  of  whom  we  could  find 
any  recolleption  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  town.  None  of  the  burgesses  resided  in  or 
near  Lanesborough,  nor  were  the  freemen  chosen  from  the  inhabitants.  We  could  not 
ascertain  that  there  ever  had  been  any  bailiffs,  recorder,  or  town  clerk.  The  corporation  only 
met  to  elect  Members  of  Parliament,  and  on  the  charter  days  to  elect  and  swear  in  the 
sovereign,  &c.  There  was  no  tholsel,  and  the  corporation  was  not  possessed  of  any  property 
Jor  charitable  uses,  or  otherwise.  No  courts  were  held  for  some  time  previous  to  the 

, °n,  and  with  the  trifling  exception  of  the  services  of  the  serjeant  at  mace,  who  was  the 
acting  officer,  the  corporation  may  be  considered  as  having  been  utterly  useless  to  the 

M.  G.  I.  4 Q 
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Statistical 

Details. 


There  has  not  been  any  corporate  meeting  in  Lanesborough  since  the  Union,  and  we  could 
not,  learn  that  a single  burgess  or  freeman  of  the  corporation  was  now  in  existence. 

14.  There  is  no  local  Court  held  for  the  manor  or  borough.  Petty  sessions  are  not  held 
in  the  town,  and  the  want  of  a resident  magistrate  is  much  felt.  The  inhabitants  are  obliged, 
on  occasions  requiring  the  services  of  a magistrate,  to  resort  to  Roscommon,  Strokestown,  or 
Ballydrum,  the  nearest  of  which  is  five  miles  distant. 

The  town  is  not  lighted.  Some  of  the  county  constabulary  force  are  stationed  in  it. 

15.  Lanesborough  is  a small  town,  conveniently  situated  for  trade  by  tte  Shannon,  over 
which  river  there  is  a bridge  at  this  place,  connecting  the  counties  of  Longford  and 
Roscommon.  There  is  a very  considerable  export  of  corn,  pigs,  and  eggs,  by  the  Shannon 
and  the  Royal  and  Grand  Canals.  The  tolls  formerly  collected  in  the  town,  and  which 
were  the  property  of  the  proprietor  of  the  soil,  have  been  given  up,  and  the  general  appearance 
of  the  town  is  improving.  There  is  a small  weekly  market,  and  a fair  yearly  on  the  12th  of 
February. 

The  following  grants  of  fairs  and  markets  in  Lanesborough  appear  on  record : 

1620.  (Pat.  18.  Jac.  I.  p.  2.  m.  12.)  Grant  to  Gerald  Murtagh  of  a market  every 
Tuesday  and  a fair  on  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul’s  day,  at  Belaleige  otherwise  Lanes- 
borough, at  the  rent  of  £1  Irish. 

1664.  (Pat.  16  Charles  II.  p.  1.  m.  31.)  Grant  to  Sir  George  Lane  of  a market  everv 
Thursday,  and  of  fans  on  the  2d  February,  23d  April,  25th  July,  and  second 
Tuesday  after  All-Saints  day,  and  two  days  after  each. 


16.  Lanesborough  contained,  in  the  year  1831/ 

Houses  inhabited  66 

„ building  - 2 

„ uninhabited  - 4 

Families  ------  70 

Persons  ------  390 


We  are  not  apprized  of  any  circumstances  which  would  warrant  the  revival  of  corporate 
institutions  in  so  small  a community. 

MAZIERE  BRADY. 
JOHN  R.  CORBALLIS. 

Inquiry  held  at  Lanesborough,  September  6,  1833. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS  IN  IRELAND. 


339 


REPORT 

ON 


THE  COUNTY  OF  THE  CITY  OF  LIMERICK. 


MCI 


4 R 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


340 


REPORTS  FROM  COMMISSIONERS  ON 


CONTENTS. 


Page 


Limits 343 

New  Town 343 

Old  Town 343 

Liberties 348 

North  Liberties 343 

South  Liberties  " 343 

Parishes  343 

Acreable  Contents  ....  344 

Inniscattery 344 

Admeasurement  of  1609  ....  344 

Boundary  Act 344 

Prescription . 344 

Charters 344 

John  Earl  of  Morton  ....  344 

Edward  1 344 

Henry  IV 345 

Henry  V.  345 

Henry  VI 345 

Henry  VII 345 

Edward  VI 345 

17  Elizabeth 345 

25  Elizabeth  .......  346 

James  1 346 

Report  by  Master  of  the  Rolls,  1671  347 

New  Rules  of  Charles  II.  . . . 347 

Charter  of  James  II 347 

Limerick  Regulation  Act  . . . 347 

Guilds  of  Trades 347 

Merchants  of  the  Staple  ..  ..  348 

Bye-laws 349 

Books  of  Proceedings  ....  349 

Loss  of 349 

Corporation,  Title  of  349 

Officers  of  349 

Number  of  Freemen 349 

Mayor,  how  elected 349 

Deputy  Mayor 

Sheriffs,  how  elected 350 

Aldermen,  how  elected  ....  350 

Burgesses,  how  elected  ....  350 

Their  Oath  350 

Select  Body,  or  Common  Council  . 351 

Recorder,  how  elected  ....  351 

Charter  Justices,  how  elected  . . 351 

Town  Clerk,  how  elected  . . . 351 

Chamberlain,  how  elected  . . . 351 

Vice-chamberlain 351 

Common  Speaker,  how  elected  . . 351 

Water  Bailiff,  how  elected  . . . 352 

Swordbearer  and  Constables,  how 

appointed  . . . . . . 352 

Serjeants  at  Mace,  how  appointed  . 352 


Weighmaster,  how  appointed 
Cranemaster,  how  appointed  . . 

Clerk  of  the  Market,  how  elected  . 
Ranger  of  the  Exchange  .... 

Bellman 

Former  Officers 

Fines  . . . 

Freedom,  Rights  to 

Residence 

Grace  Especial  ..... 

Gift 

Purchase  

“New  Rules” 

Suits  respecting  Rights  to 
Mode  of  Admission  . . . 

Committee  of  Claims 
Evidence  required  .... 
Number  admitted  since  1823 

Fees  on  

Oaths  of  Freemen  .... 
Freemen,  few  in  Number 

Select  Body,  Functions  of  . 

Meetings  of  . 

Notices  of 

Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred  . . . 
Observations  on  the  Constitution 

Mayor,  Functions  of 

Patronage  of 

Salary  and  Emoluments  of  , 
Sheriffs,  Functions  of  . .... 

Salary  and  Emoluments  of  . 
Privileges  and  Patronage  of  . 
Aldermen,  Functions  and  Privileges  of 
Burgesses,  Functions  and  Privileges  of 
Present  Members  of  Common  Council 
Recorder,  Functions  of  ... 

Salary  and  Emoluments  of 
Charter  Justices,  Functions  of 
Town  Clerk,  Functions  of  .... 

Salary  and  Emoluments  of 
Deputy  of  ... 
Chamberlain,  Functions  of  . . • 

Emoluments  of  . . • 

Common  Speaker,  Functions  of  . • 

Salary  of..- 
Water  Bailiff,  Functions  of  . 

Deputy  • 
Emoluments  of  • - 

Swordbearer,  Functions  and  Salary 

of 

High  and  Petty  Constables,  Functions 
and  Salary  of  . • • * * 


Page 

352 

352 

352 

352 


352 

352 

352 

353 
353 
353 
353 
353 
353 

353 

354 

354 

355 
355 
355 

355 

356 
356 
356 

356 

357 
359 
359 

359 

360 


361 
.361 

362 
362 

362 

363 
363 
363 

363 

364 
364 
364 
364 
364 

364 

365 
365 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS  IN  IRELAND. 


Page 


Serjeants  at  Mace,  Functions  and  Salary 

of 366 

Sheriffs’ Bailiff's,  Functions  andSalary  of  366 

Poundkeeper,  Functions  of  . . . 366 

Weighmuster,  Functions  of  366 

Emoluments  of  . . 366 

Hide  Cranemaster,  Functions  and 

Emoluments  of  . . . . 366 

Ranger  of  the  Exchange,  Duty  and 

Salary  of 366 

Bellman,  Salary  of 366 

Organist,  Salary  of 366 

Deputy  Clerk  of  the  Market,  Duty 

and  Salary  of 367 

Freemen,  Functions  and  Privileges  of.  367 

Jurisdiction 367 

Quarter  Sessions 367 

Times  of  Sitting  . . . 367 

Crier 367 

Grand  and  Petty  Juries  . 367 

Nature  of  Offences  tried  . 367 

Number  of  Cases  . . . 368 

Remarks 368 

Petty  Sessions 36S 

Tholsel  Court 36S 

Its  Judges  and  Officers  . 368 

Amount  and  Extent  of  its 

Jurisdiction  . . . 368 

Sittings  of 368 

Practice  of 368 

Costs  in 369 

Number  of  Causes  . . . 370 

Removal  of  Causes  . . 370 

Mayor’s  Court,  or  Court  of  Con- 
science   370 

Practice  and  Fees  in  . . 370 

Number  of  Cases  . . . 370 

Sheriff’s  Court 371 

Admiralty  Court 371 

Assistant  Barrister's  Court  . . 371 

Police 371 

City  Grand  Jury,  Composition  of  . . 371 

Functions  of  . . . 372* 

Presentments  of  . . 372 

Loans  to  ...  373 

Acreable  Assessments  . 373 
Patronage  of  . . . 374 

St.  Michael's  Parish 374 

Commissioners  ....  374 
Meetings  of  ....  S74 
Mode  of  Assessment  . . 374 

Amount  of  Assessment  . . 374 

Application  of  Assessment  . 37 4 

Watching 374 

Lighting 374 

Paving  and  Cleansing  . . 375 

Salaries  to  Officers  . . . 375 

Debt 375 

Accounts  . . k 375 

Remarks 375 


....  Page 

Wellesley  Bridge  and  Harbour  Com- 


missioners   375 

Gaol 376 

Ecclesiastical  Patronage  ....  376 

Schools 376 

Blue  School 376 

Charities 377 

Forty  Shillings  Almshouse  . . 377 

Hall’s  Charity 377 

Craven’s  Charity 377 

House  of  Industry  . ^ . 377 

Barrington’s  Hospital  . . . 377 

Fever  Hospital 37S 

Lunatic  Asylum  ....  37S 

Other  Public  Charities  . . . 37S 

Revenues 37S 

Landed  Estates 378 

Title  thereto 37S 

Inquisition,  18  March,  1 2 James  I.  379 
Rent  Roll  of  1677  ....  380 

Island  of  Inniscattery  . . . 3S0 

Mode  of  letting  ....  3SI 

Rental 381 

Fishery  339 

Abstracts 390  ^ 

King’s  Island 390 

Tolls  and  Customs 390  V 

Nature  of 390 

Title  to 391 

Suits  respecting 393 

On  Goods  by  Canal  ....  393 

Corn  grown  in  the  County  of 

the  City 393 

Goodscoming  into  the  Suburbs  393 

Potatoes  and  Corn  . . . 393 

Letting  to  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  ....  394 

Leather 394 

Other  Articles  ...  . 394  , 

Effect  of  the  Verdict  of  1824  . 395 

Tolls  of  the  Market  . . . 395 

• on  Corn  ....  395 

Cattle  ....  395 

Standings  . . . 395 

Tolls  of  the  Fairs  ....  896 

Tolls  how  let 396 

Report  of  Chamberlain  . . • 396 

Leases  and  Security  . . . 396 

Abatements 397 

Exemption  of  Freemen  . . 397 

Expenses  of  Collection  . . . 397 

Proposed  letti  ng  of  distinct  Gates  397 
Scavengers’  Lots  ....  398 

Incidental  Revenue  ....  398- 

Debts  39S 

Expenditure 398 

Accounts 400 

Observations  on  the  Expenditure 

before  1821  405 

Expenditure  since  1824  . . 406 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


342 


REPORTS  FROM  COMMISSIONERS  ON 


Page 

Supposed  Annual  Expenditure  . 406  Chamber  of  Commerce 

Mode  of  accounting  before  the  State  of  the  City 

Regulation  Act  ....  407  Statistical  Details  . . 

Since 407  Population 

Information  in  1S16  . . . 407  Trade 

Committee  of  Accounts  . . 4 OS  General  Observations 

Right  of  Appeal  ....  40S  Acts  of  Parliament 

State  of  Guilds 408  Documents  sent 


Page 

• 40S 

• 409 
. 409 

• 409 
. 409 

• 410 
■ 411 
. 412 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS  IN  IRELAND. 


343 


LIMERICK. 


COUNTY  OF  THE  CITY  OF  LIMERICK. 


1 THE  corporation  of  the  city  of  Limerick  exercises  authority  over  the  city,  its  liberties, 
and  the  island  of  Inniscattery,  ,at  the  mouth  of  the  Shannon.  These  (with  the  exception  of 
the  King’s  Castle,  county  court  house  and  gaol,  situate  within  the  city)  form  a distinct  county, 
called  the  County  of  the  City  of  Limerick.  The  corporation  has  also  by  charter  an  exclusive 
admiralty  jurisdiction  over  “ so  much  of  the  river  Shannon  and  its  creeks,  banks  and  rivulets 
as  extends  from  three  miles  north-east  of  the  city,  to  the  mouth  of  the  main  sod.” 

2.  The  city  of  Limerick,  as  built  upon,  is  usually  distinguished  into  the  Old  Town  and  the 
New.  Almost  the  entire  of  the  latter  is  within  the  parish  of  Saint  Michael  in  the  liberties, 
and  for  many  purposes  of  taxation  and  municipal  government  is  by  local  Acts  exempted  from 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  corporation,  and  placed  under  a distinct  body  of  commissioners.  The 
New  Town  is  larger  than  the  old.  It  comprises  the  wealthy  and  trading  part  of  the  city,  and 
is  daily  increasing  in  importance. 

3.  The  Old  Town  contains  the  parishes  of  St.  John,  St.  Mary’s  (except  the  island  of 
Inniscattery)  and  part  of  the  parishes  of  St.  Nicholas  and  St.  Munchin.  It  is  inhabited  by 
a dense  but  poor  population,  and  is  gradually  declining. 

4 The  Liberties  surround  the  city,  and  are  distinguished  according  to  their  position  with 
respect  to  the  Shannon,  which  divides  them,  into  North  aud  South. 

The  North  Liberties  are  on  the  county  Clare  side.  Their  limits  are  at  unequal  distances 
from  the  city,  varying  from  one  .to  three  statute  miles. 

The  South  Liberties  extend  on  the  county  Limerick  side  of  the  Shannon,  in  every  direction, 
from  four  to  five  statute  miles.  Whether  that  part  of  the  river  Shannon  between  the  confines 
of  the  liberties  and  the  sea,  is  part  of  the  county  of  the  city  seems  questionable.  It  is  generally 
so  considered. 

In  the  abstract  of  the  Population  Returns  of  1831,  printed  by  order  or  the  House  of 
Commons,  the  county  of  the  city  of  Limerick  is  described  as  containing  the  following  Parishes 
and  parts  of  parishes  : 

1.  Abington  (part  of)  Parish, 

2.  Cahernarry  Parish, 

3.  Cahervalla  Parish, 

4.  Carrigparson  (part  of)  Parish, 

5.  Crecom  (part  of)  Parish, 

6.  Derry  Galvin  Parish, 

7.  Donouglimore  Parish, 

8.  Kilkeedy  (part  of)  Parish, 

9.  Killeely  Parish, 

10.  Killeenegarriff  (part  of)  Parish, 

] 1 . Kilmurrv  Parish, 

12.  Knocknegaul  (part  of)  Parish, 

13.  Mungret  (part  of)  Parish, 

14.  St.  John’s  Parish, 

15.  St.  Lawrence’s  Parish, 

16.  St.  Mary’s  Parish, 

17.  St.  Michael’s  Parish, 

18.  St.  Munchin  (part  of)  Parish,  * 

. * 19.  St.  Nicholas  Parish, 

20.  St.  Patrick  Parish, 

21.  Stradbally.(partof)  Parish; 


besides  St.  Francis's  Abbey,  therein  described asentra-parocliial  andas , ^ 

T}  betadoubtis  expressed^ J 
dame's  L>er2Ter^ 'stated,  from  the  county  of  the  city  as  a coneemeirt  place  fcr  fte  ™urt-house 
^^eid°^h^;°and’,under  ' thT^Geo^IW  St.  Francis's  Abbey  has  become  part 

'b  T^rDotvn  Sureey^contains  a map  of  the  South  Liberties,  and  gives  the  following  enumeration 
of  parishes  comprised  in  them,  and  their  acreable  contents . 


CITF  OF 
LIMERICK. 


New  Town. 

Old  Town. 

The  Liberties. 
North  Liberties. 
South  Liberties.  • 

Parishes. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


LIMERICK. 


CITY  OF 
LIMERICK. 


Acreable  Contents 
of  Liberties. 


Inniscattery. 


Admeasurement, 

1609. 


Boundary  Act. 
Prescription. 


Charters. 
John  Earl  of 
Morton. 


344  REPORT'S  FROM  COMMISSIONERS  ON 
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Part  of  the  parish  of  Stradbally 

Killienegarruffe  - 0 

Kilmurry  - - - 

Part  of  Derry  Galvane 
Part  of  Camg-i-Parson  - 
Part  of  Carnary  - 

Part  of  Cahirivally  - 

Downaghmore  - 

St.  Michael’s  - 

St.  Nicholas  - 

Ivnocknegaule  - 

Mongrett  - 
St.  Patrick’s  - 
St.  Lawrence  - 
St.  John’s  - 

Total 


A. 

R. 

p. 

1,387 

0 

0 

918 

2 

0 

2,016 

0 

0 

587 

1 

0 

682 

0 

0 

639 

3 

17 

1,301 

2 

0 

1,203 

3 

0 

346 

1 

10 

860 

0 

0 

. 1,136 

1 

0 

3,037 

2 

0 

691 

0 

0 

4 

1 

0 

2 

2 

32 

15,213 

3 

19 

In  No.  5 oftlie  Appendix  B.  of  Documentary  Papers  to  the  Report  of  the  Select  Committee 
on  the  city  of  Limerick  Taxation,  ordered  by  the  House  of  Commons  to  be  printed  on  the 
31st  July  1822,  the  denominations  of  the  north  and  south  Liberties  are  stated  in  detail; 
the  number  of  acres  in  the  former  being  1,714,  and  in  the  IatteV  14,0401.  In  the  Returns 
relating  to  the  estates  of  the  corporation,  ordered  to  be  printed  by  the  House  of  Commons  on 
the  12th  August  1S33,  p.  72,  the  denominations  are  given  as  taken  from  the  grand  jury- 
warrant  of  spring  assizes  1 833.  They  differ  in  some  of  the  details  from  the  statements  of  1822  • 
and  the  contents  by  the  warrant  of  1833  appear  to  be,  of  the  north  liberties  1,708  acres, 
and  of  the  south  13,840;  being  a difference  in  the  whole  of  20§i  acres  less  than  the  acreable 
contents  given  in  1S22. 

The  contents  of  both  liberties  by  the  late  Return  are  15,548  Irish  acres,  making  about 
25,000  statute  acres.  A strong  impression  seemed  to  exist  that  the  actual  contents  of  the 
liberties  exceed  those  stated  by  the  grand  jury ; but  we  are  unable  to  say  how  far  this  impres- 
sion is  well  founded. 

5.  Inniscattery  is  a small  island  in  the  Shannon,  containing  103  Irish  acres.  It  is  about 
60  miles  distant  from  Limerick,  and,  although  so  remote,  forms  a part  of  the  parish  of 
St.  Mary’s,  one  of  the  city  parishes  above  mentioned. 

6.  By  the  charter  of  6 James  I..  which  created  the  county  of  the  city,  commissioners  were 
appointed  to  measure  and  mark  out  the  new  boundaries  " three  miles  every  way,  in  and 
through  the  county  of  Limerick,  from  the  exterior  part  of  the  city  walls and  by  a deed  of 
admeasurement,  made  under  this  commission,  bearing  date  the  31st  August  1609,  and 
enrolled  in  Chancery,  the  mears  and  bounds  of  the  county  of  the  city  were  declared  and 
certified  to  be  as  therein  stated.  This  admeasurement  was  confined  to  the  county  Limerick 
side  of  the  Shannon,  and  does  not  include  the  north  liberties.  A copy  of  this  deed  is  pfinted 
in  the  Appendix  B.  to  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  1822,  before  referred  to,  No.  4. 

The  boundaries  so  laid  down  far  exceed,  as  already  appears,  the  limit  of  three  miles 
prescribed  by  the  charters.  They  are  defined  with  great  minuteness  in  the  deed  of 
admeasurement ; and  the  powers  of  perambulating  them,  conferred  by  the  charter,  were 
exercised  by  the  corporation  in  the  year  1765  as  a then  usual  ceremony.  However,  there  has 
been  no  perambulation  of  late  years,  and  perhaps  it  is  owing  to  this  omission  that  the  limits 
of  the  county  of  the  city  are  in  one  point,  at  least,  not  accurately  known.  This  uncertainty 
occurs  in  the  denomination  of  Tervoe,  in  the  south  liberties,  and  the  consequence  of  it  will  be 
noticed  in  a subsequent  branch  of  this  Report. 

7.  The  Boundary  Act  has  made  no  alteration  in  the  limits  of  the  county  of  the  c%  of 
Limerick. 

8.  The  corporation  of  this  city  exists  by  Prescription  and  Charter,  and  its  authority  is 

regulated  an(j,  confirmed  by  statute.  Its  prescriptive  rights  have  been  constantly  pleaded, 
and  are  recognised  by  several  of  its  charters,  and  recently  by  the  4 Geo.  IV . c.  126,  commonly 
called  the  Limerick  Regulation  Act.  4 

9.  The  earliest  Charter  known  to  have  been  given  to  the  citizens  of  Limerick  is  that  of 

John  Earl  of  Morton  and  Lord  of  Ireland,  in  1 199.  This  charter  is  not  on  record,  but  is 
recited  in  the  next  succeeding  charter,  that  of  Edward  I.,  as  a grant  to  the  citirtns  of  Limerick 
of  “ all  the  liberties  and  fi-ee  customs  which  the  citizens  of  Dublin,  by  whatever  charters 
of  Kings  of  England  and  Lords  of  Ireland,  wheresoever  used.”  By  an  inquisition  taken  a 
Limerick,  18th  Mar.  12  Jac.  I.,  and  hereafter  more  fully  noticed,  it  is  found  that 
John  granted  to  the  mayor  and  citizens  of  Limerick  40  plough  lands,  at  a rent  of  £4U 
yearly.  These  plough  lands  are  near  the  city,  and  for  one  of  them  a chief  rent  is  receiv 
by  the  corporation  to  this  day.  The  “ honour”  of  Limerick  was  granted  by  John  in  t&e 
second  year  of  his  reign  to  William  de  Braosa,  for  5,000  marcs.  The  city  of  Limerick  being 
retained  in  the  hand  and  demesne  of  the  King  with  the  cantred  of  the  ostmen  and  the  o y 
Island  (Inniscattery).  . . 

10.  The  charter  of  Edward  I.  is  dated  in  the  twentieth  year  of  his  reign  (4th  February  _v 
This  charter  and  an  exemplification  of  it  in*  the  31  Edward  I.  are  enrolled.  (K°  ■ 

6 Edward  VI.  m.  11.) 
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This  charter,  after  reciting  the  foregoing  grant  by  John  Earl  of  Morton  to  the  citizens  of 
Limerick,  of  the  liberties  and  free  customs  of  Dublin,  and  that  they  had  theretofore  used  and 
enjoyed  the  same,  although  not  expressed  in  that  charter,  in  order  "to  remove  all  ambiguity  as 
to  the  liberties  and  free  customs  of  the  citizens  of  Limerick,  confirms  to  them  “ all  the  liberties 
and  free  customs  expressed  in  the  charters  of  Dublin,”  which  this  charter  then  proceeds  to 
specify  in  detail.  Many  of  them  connected  with  the  then  existing  state  of  the  law  have  long 
become  obsolete.  Those  most  deserving  of  notice  are,  “ that  no  citizen  plead  outside  the 
walls  of  the  city  of  any  plea,  except  of  a plea  concerning  extern  tenures  not  belonging  to  the 
hundred  of  the  city “ that  the  citizens  should  be  free  of  toll,  lastage,  pontage,  passage  and 
all  other  customs,  throughout  the  King’s  entire  land  and  dominion:”  “that  the  hundred 
should  be  held  within  the  city  once  only  in  a week ; that  the  citizens  might  distrain  their 
debtors  by  their  chattels  in  Limerick,  and  that  of  the  lands,  tenements  and  tenures  within  the 
city,  right  be  done  to  them  according  to  the  custom  of  the  said  city ; and  that  concerning 
debts  lent  and  pledges  given  within  the  city,  pleas  might  be  there  held  according  to  the 
custom  of  the  city,  saving  the  pleas  of  the  Crown.” 

It  further  specifies  that  the  citizens  of  Limerick  should  have  all  reasonable  guilds,  as  the 
burgesses  of  Bristol  had ; and  empowers  them  to  choose  a mayor  of  themselves  annually  for 
the  government,  of  the  city,  “ to  be  presented,  when  elected,  to  the  King,  if  present ; if  not,  to 
his  justice  of  Ireland,  and  swear  allegiance:”  “that  the  citizens  should  have  all  the  tenures 
belonging  to  the  city  to  dispose  of  at  their  pleasure,  with  their  common  assent,  to  hold  in  free 
humane,  by  service  of  langable,  and  that  each  citizen  might  improve  in  building  wheresoever 
he  would,  on  the  bank  within  the  said  city ; that  they  might  have  and  possess  all  lands  and 
waste  places  in  the  said  liberty,  at  their  will  to  build  upon,  for  the  use  of  the  city ;”  and  it 
granted  them  a 15  days’  fair  at  the  feast  of  St.  James,  with  all  the  liberties  and  free  customs 
to  such  fair  belonging. 

11.  This  charter  was  confirmed  by  Henry  IV.  in  the  first  year  of  his  reign,  25th  June  1400. 

12.  Henry  V.  by  a charter  dated  20th  January,  first  year  of  his  reign,  1413,  after 
confirming  the  preceding  charters  and  all  the  privileges  therein  contained,  although  they 
might  not  have  been  theretofore  used  and  enjoyed  according  to  the  charters,  and  reciting  the 
sewices  of  the  citizens  against  the  King’s  Irish  enemies,  granted  to  the  mayor  and  com- 
monalty of  the  city  the  power  of  meeting  and  making  ordinances  and  statutes  for  the  advantage 
of  the  city,  and  power  to  elect  from  themselves  a mayor  and  two  bailiffs  annually the  mayor 
to  be  sworn  before  the  mayor  of  the  preceding  year  (instead  of  before  the  King  or  his 
justices,  as  under  the  preceding  charters;)  or  in  his  default,  from  death  or  other  cause,  before 
the  citizens : the  bailiffs  to  be  sworn  before  the  mayor. 

It  gives  to  the  mayor  and  bailiffs  cognizance  of  all  pleas,  real  and  personal,  assize  of  novel 
disseisin,  mort  d'ancestre  and  others,  with  power  to  arrest  and  attach  by  body  and  goods 
within  the  city  for  all  contracts  and  trespasses  arising  within  the  city  and  liberties,  and 
according'  to  law  to  imprison,  punish  or  discharge  the  deiendants ; the  mayor  to  he 
escheator,  coroner  and  inquisitor,  and  the  mayor  and  bailifts  to  have  the  profits  of  all 
pleas ; and  it  declares  that  no  justiciary,  escheator,  inquisitor,  clerk  of  market,  or  other 
servant  of  the  King,  justice  of  the  peace,  or  of  labourers,  shall  enter  or  interfere  in  any 
matter  within  the  city,  except  concerning  felonies,  which  should  be  determined  by  com- 
mission to  any  other  person,  and  the  mayor  for  the  time  being.  . 

Full  power  is  given  to  the  mayor  and  his  successors  to  inquire,  hear  and  determine  all 
matters  belonging  to  the  aforesaid  offices  “ according  to  the  usage  of  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland  and  the  common  law and  to  the  mayor  and  commonalty  to  have  all  fines,  amerce- 
ments and  issues  to  justices  of  the  peace  belonging,  and  all  other  forfeitures,  chattels  of  fugi- 
tives and  felons,  W’aifs,  strays,  forfeitures  of  bread  and  other  victuals,  tolls,  and  the  custom 
called  cocket,  with  power  to  collect  and  receive  them  by  their  own  officers,  to  their  own  use,  by 
land  and  by  water ; and  the  profits  of  the  fishery  called  the  lex-weir,  with  its  appurtenances 

It  further  grants  that  none  of  the  city  should  plead  or  be  impleaded  before  the  King  or  his 
justiciary  of  lands  or  tenements,  rents  or  sendees,  or  of  any  other  thing  arising  within  said 
city  by  land  or  water,  but  should  be  bound  to  proceed  before  the  mayor  and  bai litis  wit  tun 
the  city.  It  empowers  the  mayor  and  commonalty  to  hold  their  market  as  of  old;  and  the 
charter  directs  that  no  one  of  Irish  blood  or  nation  (the  word  Irish  to  be  understood  as 
usually  understood  in  Ireland)  should  be  mayor,  or  exercise  any  other  office  within  the  city  , 
and  that  no  person  should  take  or  maintain  any  man  or  child  of  Irish  blood  and  nation  as 
apprentice,  on  pain  of  losing  his  franchise. 

13.  An  exemplification  by  Henry  VI,  in  the  second  year  ofhis  reign,  (1423,)  of  the  preceding 
charter,  is  recited  in  the  first  charter  of  Elizabeth  hereinafter  stated. 

14.  Henry  VI.  also,  in  the  eighth  year  of  his  reign,  (1429,)  confirmed  the  pterions  charters 
“ Of  such  of  the  franchises,  liberties  and  acquittances  as  were  not ^evoked _by  the  advice  and 
assistance  of  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal  in  a Parliament  held  at  V estmmster,  in  the 
first  year  of  his  reign.” 

15.  These  charters  were  again  confirmed  by  Henry  VII.,  in  the  second  year  of  lus  reign 
(1489.) 

16.  And  hy  Edward  VI,  in  the  sixth  year  of  his  reign  (1551.) 

1?.  Queen  Elizabeth  granted  two  charters  to  this  corporation.  The  first  n,  dated l ,oth 
October,  seventeenth  year  of  her  reign,  (1575,)  and  after  confirming  and  renewing 
charters  and  privileges,  grants  a sword  of  state  and  hat  of  maintenance  to  be  borne  before  the 


Henry  IV. 
Henry  V. 


Henry  VI. 


Henry  VII. 

Edward  VI. 
1st  Charter  of 
Elizabeth. 


hiayor  within  the  city  and  liberties. 
M.C.I. 
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crrr  of 

LIMERICK. 


2d  Charter  of 
Elizabeth. 


Charter, 

6 James  I. 


It  empowers  the  mayor,  bailiffs  and  recorder  (an  officer  then  first  mentioned)  to  deliver 
the  craol  from  time  to  time  of  prisoners  confined  for  felony,  according  to  the  laws  and  customs 
of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  to  do  all  other  things  necessary  for  the  delivery  of  the  gaol 
without  an”  new  commission.  , _ _ , ..  , _ . 

This  charter  provides  “ that  no  one  of  Irish  blood,  or  who  lived  as  an  Irishman  (the  term 
Irishman  to  be  understood  as  it  was  accustomed  to  be  taken  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland)  should 
be  thenceforward  promoted  to  any  dignity  or  any  ecclesiastical  benefice  in  the  cathedral 
church  of  Limerick  without  the  special  licence  of  her  deputy;”  and  that  no  arms  or 
warlike  instruments,  or  other  wares,  were  to  be  sold  or  unladen  by  foreigners,  out  of  anv  vessel 
coming  by  the  Shannon  to  the  city,  except  to  the  mayor,  bailiffs  and  citizens,  or  to  some  one 
commorant  in  the  citv,  or  by  licence  and  permission  of  the  mayor,  bailiffs  and  citizens,  on 
pain  of  forfeiture  of  the  vessel  and  goods,  saving  the  rights  of  her  English  subjects.  It  gives 
to  the  corporation,  without  any  account  to  the  Crown,  all  fines  and  forfeitures,  amercements 
and  penalties  happening  within  the  city  and  liberties,  under  any  Act  of  Parliament  or 
otherwise  ; and  the  mayor  and  bailiffs  are  exempted  by  it  from  appearing  in  person  out  of 
the  city  to  any  warrant  or  summons,  except  for  contempt,  felony  or  treason. 

IS.  Queen  Elizabeth’s  second  charter  dated  19tli  March,  twenty-fifth  of  her  reign,  (15S2,) 
recites  and  confirms  the  preceding  charters,  and  recites  that,  the  citizens  and  inhabitants  of 
Limerick  enjoyed  their  rights  and  liberties  from  time  wliereofthe  memory  of  man  ran  not. 
to  the  contrary,  as  well  by  prescription  as  by  those  charters.  This  is  a charter  of  incorpo- 
ration by  the  name  of  “ Mayor,  Bailiff’s  and  Citizens,”  and  granted  to  the  corporation  all  former 
privileges  which  they  at  any  time  enjoyed  by  their  successive  corporate  names  of  “ Mayor 
and  Commonalty “Mayor,  Bailiffs  and  Burgesses “ Mayor,  Bailiff's  and  Commonalty,’’ or 
« Mayor,  Bailiff's  and  Citizens,”  confirming  their  ancient  limits  and  boundaries,  by  land  and 
water,  with  powers  of  perambulating  them. 

This  charter  also  grants  to  the  citizens  of  Limerick  the  liberty  of  walking  and  exercising 
in  the  “ Kind’s  Island,”  as  often  as  they  pleased,  without  obstruction  from  the  Crown  or  any 
of  its  subjects ; and  gave  to  the  corporation  all  the  soil  and  waste  places  of  land  called  the 
New  Stent,  or  New  Extent,  within  the  city  suburbs  and'lihert.ics,  as  were  at  any  time 
enjoved  by  them  theretofore,  and  all  buildings  thereon,  with  power  to  rent  out  the  same. 
It  also  gave  them  power  to  raise  and  collect  all  the  small  custom  called  ingate  and  outgate 
custom, °and  granted  the  fisheries  of  the  Shannon  called  the  Lex  Weirs  and  Fishers  Stent, 
to  hold  and  enjoy  all  said  franchises,  jurisdictions,  perambulations,  soils,  waste  places  and 
fisheries  to  the  mayor,  bailiffs  and  citizens  of  said  city  and  their  successors  for  ever,  at  a rent 
of  6s.  Sd.  to  the  Crown  for  the  Fisher’s  Stent ; and  it  empowered  them  to  put  themselves 
into  quiet  seisin  and  possession  of  all  the  aforesaid  grants  without  any  interruption  from  the 
Crown  or  its  officers. 


19.  The  next  Charter  obtained  by  the  city  of  Limerick  was  granted  by  King  James  I.,  in 
the  sixth  year  of  his  reign.  (3d  March  1609.)  This  charter  recites  the  recent  sufferings  of 
the  city  of  Limerick  in  the  rebellion  of  the  Geraldines,  their  assistance  to  the  King  in  the 
war  in  Ulster,  and  in  anticipation  of  the  future  services  of  the  inhabitants  towards  the  Crown, 
proceeds  to  declare  the  city  of  Limerick  a free  city  of  itself.  It  grants  to  the  mayor,  bailiffs 
and  citizens,  and  the  citizens  and  inhabitants  of  the  city  to  be  a body  politic  and  corporate, 
by  the  name  of  “ The  Mayor,  Sheriffs  and  Citizens  of  the  City  of  Limerick,  ’ with  the  usual 
power  to  hold  lands,  to  demise  or  assign  them,  to  plead  and  be  impleaded  by  their  new- 
corporate  name.  It  confirms  all  their  former  possessions  in  the  most  large  and  ample 
manner  by  whatever  corporate  name  enjoyed,  or  by  whatever  legal  title,  grant  or  prescription 
acquired.  The  charter  then  proceeds  to  make  the  city  of  Limerick  a county  by  itself,  as 
already  referred  to  under  the  head  of  “ Limits,”  excepting  thereout  the  King’s  castle  an 
precincts  thereof,  one  lower  room  under  the  Tholsel  used  as  a common  gaol  for  the  countj, 
and  also  the  site  of  the  abbey  of  St.  Francis  and  its  precincts,  being  a tit  place  for  holding 
the  assizes  and  sessions  for  said  county  of  Limerick,  and  confers  full  power  of  perambulating 
these  boundaries.  . 

This  charter  enables  the  mayor,  sheriffs  and  citizens  to  choose  one  of  the  “more  honea 
and  discreet  citizens”  to  the  office  of  mayor,  to  be  chosen  as  theretofore ; directs  ia , 
instead  of  two  bailiffs,  two  sheriffs  shall  be  chosen ; and  points  out  the  mode  of  their  election 
and  how  vacancies  in  the  office,  by  death  or  amotion,  are  to  be  filled  up.  It  directs  ia 
all  persons  theretofore  considered”  citizens  shall  continue  so  to  be,  and  that  m all  iae 
they  shall  be  ordered  and  governed  as  formerly.  It  enables  them  to  choose  as  many 
aldermen,  serjeants  at  mace  and  other  officers  as  usual.  It  confers  an  exclusive  a nu  y 
jurisdiction,  both  criminal  and  civil,  over  so  much  of  the  river  Shannon  as  extends  three  m » 
north-east  of  the  city  to  the  mouth  of  the  main  sea,  with  all  its  creeks,  banks  and  riv 
within  their  limits ; gives  power  to  hold  a Court  of  Admiralty,  or  Record,  every  Monday 
the  mayor,  recorder  and  aMermen,  any  three  or  more  of  them,  (of  wljom  th< b i mayor ■ 
recorder  were  to  be  two,)  who  were  to  keep  the  peace  on  the  Shannon  within  these  » 
and  all  the  powers  of  the  Admiralty  Courts  in  England  and  Ireland  were  given  to  e 
ration  in  these  limits.  To  receive  recognisances,  to  take  fines  and  amercements,  wai  s,  r , ^ 
fish  and  other  royal  prerogatives,  with  a non-intromittent  clause  as  to  the  admi 
England  and  Ireland.  , name  of 

A society  of  merchants  of  the  staple  was  incorporated  by  this  charter  by  t e „ 

“ The  Mayor,  Constables  and  Society  of  Merchants  of  the  Staple  of  the  City  o 1 , 

with  the  privileges  and  franchises  of  the  merchants  of  the  staple  of  Dublin  and  a 

This  charter  further  constituted  the  mayor,  recorder  and  four  of  the  aldermen  , erinen 

noticed  in  this  charter)  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  the  city ; the  tour 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS  IN  IRELAND. 


347  LIMERICK. 


to  be  annually  elected  as  therein  mentioned  and  hereafter  noticed,  and  empowered  any  three 
or  more  of  them,  of  whom  the  mayor  and  recorder  were  to  be  two,  to  hear  and  determine 
within  the  city,  at  all  times  to  be  appointed  by  them,  all  felonies  and  other  crimes,  except 
treason,  misprision  of  treason  and  murder,  and  do  all  things  in  relation  thereto  as  belonged 
to  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace. 

This  charter  also  granted  to  the  corporation  all  fines,  escheats  and  amercements,  in  as 
ample  a manner  as  the  corporations  of  Dublin,  Waterford  and  Cork  enjoyed  the  same,  except 
such  royal  fines  as  should  be  imposed  on  the  sheriff  or  coroners  of  the  said  county  of  the  city 
of  Limerick ; the  fines  so  granted  (except  as  aforesaid)  to  be  collected  by  their  own  officers, 
and  applied  to  the  repair  of  the  walls,  bridges  and  other  necessary  uses  of  the  city;  and,  lastly, 
it  enabled  them  to  hold  lands,  &c.  to  the  value  of  £40  per  annum,  notwithstanding  tliey- 
statute  of  Mortmain.  The  above  charters  of  Elizabeth  and  James  I.  are  printed  in  the 
Appendix  B.  to  the  Report  of  1822,  already  mentioned.  Nos.  1 and  2.  None  of  the  charters 
are  in  the  possession  of  the  corporation.  From  the  date  of  the  charter  of  James  I.  to  the 
year  1670,  the  constitution  of  the  corporation  underwent  no  legal  change. 

20.  In  the  year  1670  an  application  was  made  by  the  coiporation  to  King  Charles  I., 
for  a renewal  of  the  charter  of  James  and  for  a further  extension  of  the  privileges  thereby 
conferred ; and  in  pursuance  thereof,  a,  reference  was  made  to  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  of 
Ireland  to  report  to  his  Majesty  on  this  charter ; a Report  was  accordingly  made  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  setting  forth  the  full  contents  of  the  charter  of  James,  and  directing  the 
attention  of  his  excellency  to  the  “ New  Rules  and  Orders  for  the  Regulation  of  Corporations 
in  Ireland,”  then  recently  introduced ; and  it  prayed  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s  directions  as  to 
which  of  said " New  Rules  and  Directions”  were  to  be  inserted  in  the  proposed  new  charter  to 
Limerick,  “ such  as  might  best  consist  with  his  Majesty’s  service  and  the  good  of  the  said 


corporation. 

This  Report,  dated  the  13th  February  1671,  was  immediately  followed  by  a proclamation 
of  the  “ New  Rules”  for  the  government  of  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Limerick. 

By  the  jfirst  of  these,  the  approbation  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council  was  made 
necessary  to  the  appointment  of  .the  corporate  officers  of  mayor,  sheriffs,  recorder  and  town 
clerk,  within  10  days  after  their  election. 

By  the  second,  the  oath  of  supremacy  was  required  from  all  such  corporate  officers. 

By  the  third,  the  election  of  all  corporate  officers  was  taken  away  from  the  body  of  freemen, 
and  vested  in  the  common  council,  and  nothing  permitted  to  be  discussed  in  the  general 
assembly  of  freemen,  or  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred,  which  had  not  previously  passed  the 
common  council,  and  this  under  pain  of  disfranchisement. 

And,  by  the  fourth,  the  admission  of  foreigners  and  Protestant  settlers  in  the  town  of  Limerick 
to  the  freedom  of  the  corporation,  was  provided  for  as  in  other  corporate  towns  in  Ireland. 

By  an  entry  in  the  corporation  books  of  the  year  1674,  it  appears  that  at  this  period  an 
attempt  was  made  by  the  corporation  to  obtain  a new  charter.  An  order  of  the  Common  Council 
was  passed  " That  a new  charter  be  sued  for.”  The  mayor  and  recorder  were  authorized 
to  proceed  to  Dublin  and  employ  agents  for  the  purpose,  and  a sum  was  placed  at  their 
disposal  to  defray  the  necessary  expenses.  However,  no  effectual  steps  towarcs  obtaining 
the  new  charter  appear  to  have  been  taken,  and  the  corporation  underwent,  no  frirther  change 
in  its  constitution  from  the  promulgation  of  the  "New  Rules”  till  the  year  18^3,  when  the 
4 Geo.  IY.  c.  126,  or  Limerick  Regulation  Act,  was  passed,  if  we  except  the  temporaiy  grant 
of  a new  charter  by  King  James  II.,  which  is  on  record.  (Rot.  Pat.  4 Jac.  II.  p.  m.  1.) 
This  charter  recites  a judgment  against  the  corporation  in  the  Exchequer,  and  protesses  to 
constitute  a new  corporate  body.  Its  provisions  are  very  comprehensive,  but  may  e ue  y 
described  as  creating  a self-elected  municipality',  removable  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Privy 
Council.  Its  operation  appears  to  have  been  limited  to  this  short  reign. 

21.  The  Act  4 Geo.  IV.  c.  126,  which  is  entitled  •'  An  Act  for  the  better  Government  of  the 
City  of  Limerick,  and  the  due  Appropriation  of  the  Public  Revenues  thereof  , recites  that  the 
city  of  Limerick  was  a city  by  prescription  and  charter,  enjoying  rights,  franchises,  tolls,  customs, 
privileges  and  immunities,  granted  and  confirmed  by  the  several  monarchs  above  mentioned  , 
that  all  the  tenures  of  the  city  were,  by  the  said  charter,  granted  to  the  citizens,  to  be  disposed 
of  at  their  will  by  their  common  assent ; that  the  corporation  were  hound,  out  of  the  revenue^ 
of  the  city,  to  maintain  divers  ways,  bridges  and  public  works  within  the  city  and  the  liberties 
thereof;  that  many  of  the  ancient  records  of  the  corporation  had  been  lost,  withheld  or 
suppressed,  whereby  the  rights,  privileges  and  franchises  ofjffre  citizens  had  been  en  anger  , 
and  the  public  revenues  had  not  been  duly  applied  ; that  the  citizens  vveie  y roy 
empowered  to  meet  together  in  a certain  place  within  the  said  city,  and  or  f . 

bye-laws  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  city;  and  that  the  confirmatn 
citizens  so  assembled  under  the  ♦oyal  charter,  in  general  assembly,  o$ ; , v 

Hundred,  were,  by  the  ancient  constitution  of  the  said  city,  necessary  o g 1 , . , 

to  the  acts  of  the  common  council,  provided  that  nothing  be  ProP°  p Council  and 

Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred,  until  the  same  shall  have  first  passed  the  Counc id,  and 

provided  that  the  elections  of  any  mayor,  sheriff,  recorder,  town  clerk  or  other  officer  shad 
be  made  by  the  members  of  the  common  council  only.  v.  „n(i  -w 

The  statute  further  reciting  that  it  was  expedient  to ’provide  for Jhe 
appropriation  of  the  public  revenues  of  the  city,  proceeds^  under  the 

provisions  for  the  government  of  the  corporation,  wn 
respective  heads  of  this  Report  to  which  they  relate. 


ueaus  ui  ulus  ilkuuh  lu  - — . . , c 

& The  charter  of  Edward  I.  recognised,  as  already  stated  to 

the -citizens  of  Limerick  to  have  Guilds  of  Trades  as  part  of  the  liberties  and  free  customs 
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the  charters  of  Dublin,  and  empowered  them  “ to  have  all  their  reasonable  tniilds  as  th 
burgesses  of  Bristol  had  or  were  accustomed  to  have.” 

The  charter  of  James  I.  incorporated  “ the  merchants  of  the  staple  or  guild  of  merchants 
with  the  same  franchises  as  in  Dublin  and  Waterford and  the  third  of  the  " New  Rules”  for 
Limerick  required  the  master  and  wardens  of  any  corporate  guild  or  fraternity  within  the  cit 
to  take  the  oath  of  supremacy  and  other  oaths,  thus  recognising  the  existence  of  such  guilds 
at  that  period.  ° 

By  an  entry  in  the  corporation  book  of  1677,  it  appears  that  the  guild  of  feltmakers  was 
created  by  the  council,  and  they  were  directed  to  have  rules,  orders  and  directions  for  their 
government  as  other  societies  of  the  city.  They  had  before  been  incorporated  with  the  clothiers 
A In  the  year  1756  there  is  an  order  in  the  council  book  for  payment  to  the  mayor  of 
£118  15s.  for  entertaining  the  several  corporations  of  the  city  on  the  occasion  of  proclaiming 
peace  with  France;  and  in  the  same  year  a sum  of  £13  was  paid  for  ale  delivered  to  the 
several  corporations  on  proclaiming  war  against  France. 

Fifteen  incorporated  companies  or  guilds,  namely. 

Smiths, 

Carpenters, 

Weavers,  % 

Shoemakers, 

Tailors, 

Saddlers, 

Masons, 

Bakers, 

Coopers, 

Surgeon  barbers. 

Butchers, 

Tobacconists, 

Tallow  chandlers,  ¥ 

Hatters, 

Brewers, 

are  stated,  in  Fitzgerald’s  History  of  Limerick,  to  have  accompanied  the  mayor  and  corporation 
in  perambulating  the  franchises  in  the  year  1765.  Several  bodies  still  appear  to  exist  in  this 
city  as  guilds  of  different  trades ; and  upon  the  occasion  of  our  visit,  the  masters  and  wardens 
of  them  presented  to  us  the  names  of  the  following  (21  in  number)  as  still  meeting  and 
electing  officers : 

Ropemakers. 

Tobacconists. 

Tailors. 

Painters. 

Coopers. 

Slaters. 

Sawyers. 

Smiths. 

Nailers. 

Stonecutters. 

Cordwainers. 

Founderers. 

Millwrights. 

Shipwrights. 

Carpenters. 

Bakers. 

Masons. 

Broguemakers. 

Coachbuilders. 

Hatters. 

Linen  weavers. 

These  bodies  are  not  now,  however,  recognised  as  component  parts  of  the  corporation,  and 
have  not,  as  far  as  we  can  trace,  ctct  exercised  any  corporate  right.  Some  profess  to  act  under 
charters,  two  only  of  which  were  produced  to  us:  one  of  them,  that  of  the  broguemakers, 
granted  in  1688,  by  the  mayor  and  sheriffs ; the  other,  to  the  plasterers  and  slaters,  from  the 
mayor,  aldermen  and  common  council,  was  dated  February  2 1674.  Some  of  the  charters 
are  copied  in  the  old  council  book  mentioned  below.  Thqy  purport  to  constitute  the  several 
guilds  members  of  the  corporation. 

The  present  state  and  proceedings  of  these  bodies  are  hereafter  noticed. 

23.  The  corporation  of  Merchants  of  the  Staple,  or  guild  of  merchants,  created  by  the 
charter  of  James  I.,  having  become  extinct,  was  revived  in  pursuance  of  the  4 Geo.  IV.  c.  126. 
By  an  order  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  council,  bearing  date  the  14th  August  1824,  32 
members  of  the  guild  were  named,  one  of  whom  only  was  a member  of  the  common  council 
of  the  city,  but  several  were  freemen. 

The  sole  object  of  re-establishing  this  guild  was  stated  to  us  to  have  been  to  entitle  the- 
members  of  it  to  send  representatives  into  the  common  council  of  the  city,  as  in  Dublin,  under 
the  terms  of  the  charter  of  J ames.  But,  although  the  guild  has  been  thus  regularly  hlcor, 
porated,  yet,  deterred,  it  is  said,  by  the  difficulty  of  showing  the  powers  of  the  guild  pf 
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merchants  in  Dublin  in  the  year  1609,  and  by  the  probable  expense  of  a necessary  contest  with 
the  council,  it  has  not  made  any  efforts  to  enforce  this  claim,  and,  in  fact,  the  merchants  of 
the  staple  have  never  once  met  since  their  new  incorporation,  nor  has  any  attempt  been  made 
to  put  the  charter  in  force. 

The  purposes  of  practical  utility  to  which  such  a body  might,  from  its  title,  be  supposed 
properly  to  be  directed  are  now  very  effectively  and  zealously  attended  to  by  the  corporation 
of  the  chamber  of  commerce,  which  was  created  by  a charter  of  Geo.  III.,  bearing  date  the 
2d  June  1815,  and  is  in  a great  degree  composed  of  the  same  members  as  the  guild  of 
merchants. 


24.  There  is  no  collection  of  Bye-laws  of  the  corporation  of  Limerick  extant.  No  bye-laws 
have  been  recently  enacted. 

25.  Of  the  Books  of  Proceedings  of  the  corporation,  one  volume,  the  most  ancient  known, 
containing  entries  from  1672  to  16S0,  is  in  the  Record  Office,  Birmingham  Tower,  Dublin ; 
and  a regular  series  of  their  boohs  exists  from  the  year  1748  to  the  present  time,  which 
appear  to  contain  the  proceedings  of  the  council  during  that  period. 

26.  Upon  the  Loss  of  the  corporation  books  of  the  intervening  space  between  1680  and 
1748,  which  existed  in  the  year  1796,  the  select  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  in 
1822,  report  that,  in  the  year  1796,  an  order  was  made  by  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench  of 
Ireland,  “ that  the  books  of  the  corporation  of  Limerick  should  be  deposited  in  the  office  of 
the  clerk  of  the  Crown that  in  consequence  of  this  order  five  common  council  books  were  so 
deposited,  and  were  inspected  in  the  officer's  custody  by  Mr.  Grady,  late  a Member  of  the 
Irish,  as  well  as  the  Imperial  Parliament;  that  these  books  commenced  in  the  year  16S0, 
and  were  brought  down  to  the  date  on  which  the  order  was  served;  that  on  the  5th  July 
1797,  an  order  of  court  was  made  that  the  five  books  should  be  given  up  to  J.  Prendergast 
Smyth,  Esq.,  afterwards  Lord  Gort,  chamberlain  of  the  city;  that  on  the  25th  July  1797, 
the  chamberlain  signed  a receipt  for  these  five  corporation  books ; and  that,  when  the  pro- 
duction of  them  was  subsequently  required,  the  same  chamberlain  denied  on  oath  any  know- 
ledge of  what  had  become  of  them,  and  stated  in  his  affidavit,  “ that  he  could  not  recollect 
whether  such  books  ever  came  into  his  possession  since  the  time  of  signing  the  receipt.” 

The  preamble  of  the  Limerick  Regulation  Act  recites,  as  already  noticed,  that  many  of 
the  ancient  books  and  records  of  the  corporation  were  lost,  withheld  or  suppressed.  Those 
which  remain  in  the  custody  of  the  corporation  were  freely  produced  to  us,  and  are  in  good  pre- 
servation ; but  we  were  unable  to  obtain  any  further  information  of  those  supposed  to  be  lost. 

By  an  entry  of  the  10th  July  1779,  it  appears  that  the  older  council  books  were  then  in  a 
decayed  state,  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed;  and  by  another  entry,  of  the  7th October  1782, 
a sum  of  10  guineas  was  ordered  by  the  council  to  be  paid  for  transcribingthem. 

There  is  no  town  clerk’s  office  or  treasury  for  the  corporation  records.  The  books  are  kept 
in  the  town  clerk’s  private  residence. 

27.  The  Title  of  the  corporation,  by  its  last  charter,  that  of  James  I.,  is,  “ The  Mayor, 
Sheriffs  and  Citizens  of  the  City  of  Limerick.” 


28.  The  corporation  as  now  existing  consists  of  a mayor,  two  sheriffs  and  an  indefinite 
number  of  aldermen,  burgesses  and  freemen. 

There  were,  at  the  time  of  our  visit,  69  burgesses,  including  the  mayor  and  15  aldermen. 
The  officers  of  the  corporation  are. 

The  Mayor,  who  is  also 

Coroner,  Port  Admiral  and  Clerk  of  the  Ji&rkef. 

Two  Sheriffs. 

Aldermen. 

Burgesses  and  Common  Councilmen. 

Recorder. 

Four  Charter  Justices. 

Town  Clerk. 

Chamberlain. 

Common  Speaker. 

Water  Bailiff. 

Sword  Bearer. 

High  Constable. 

Six  Petty  Constables. 

Four  Serjeants  at  Mace. 

Four  Mayor’s  Serjeants. 

Four  Sheriffs  Bailiff's. 

Poundkeeper. 

Weighmaster. 

Cranemaster. 

Deputy  Clerk  of  the  Market. 

Four  Criers. 

Two  Bellmen. 


Ranger  of  the  Exchange. 

Organist.  . 071 

29.  The  number  of  resident  Freemen,  registered  under  the  Reform  Act,  is  11 1. 

The  number  of  freemen  who  voted  in  the  year  1820,  at  4e  last  contested  election,  previous 
tothe  passim,  of  the  Limerick  Regulation  Act,  was  «1.  The  number  admitted  since  the  Act, 
i«  «■>  The  total  number  of  non-resident  freemen  is  still  considerable,  but  not  ascertained. 

The  charters  make  him 


■ The  Mayor  is  elected  annually  by  the  mayor  and  burgesses. 


CITY  OF 
LIMERICK. 


Bye-laws. 

Books  of  Proceed- 
ings. 

Loss  of. 


Title. 

Officers. 


Number  of 
Freemen. 

Mayor,  how  elected. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


LIMERICK.  350 


REPORTS  FROM  COMMISSIONERS  ON 


CITY  OF 
LIMERICK. 
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elected. 


Burgesses,  how 
elected. 


Their  Oath. 


eligible  from  t he  citizens  at  large,  but  in  practice  he  is  elected  from  the  burgesses  onlv  • ,1 

the  “ New  Rules,”  the  mayor  elect  must  be  approved  of  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  p- 
Council  within  ten  days  after  the  election.  If  approved,  he  is  sworn  into  office  accord- 
the  charter  of  Henry  Y.  before  the  mayor  of  the  preceding  year,  or  before  the  citizens  in  ° t0 
of  the  death  or  absence  of  the  mayor.  case 

There  is  no  provision  against  the  re-election  for  a second  year,  of  the  same  individual 
mayor ; on  the  contrary,  the  charter  of  Edward  I.  expressly  declares  it  to  be  one  of  th* 
liberties  and  free  customs  of  the  citizens,  to  elect  the  same  or  any  other  citizen  at  th 
expiration  of  the  year  of  office  ; many  instances  have  lately  occurred  of  such  re-election 
of  the  same  individual  being  elected  three  years  successively.  5 one’ 

There  is  no  qualification  as  to  property  required  from  the  person  elected,  but  he  mu 
be  a freeman ; and  it  is  understood  that  he  should,  while  mayor,  reside  within  the  cit  S 
liberties.  The  duties  of  the  office,  in  fact,  render  his  constant  residence  indispensable  ^ °r 

31.  We  do  not  find  any  power  given  to  the  mayor,  by  charter  or  otherwise,  to  appoint  a 
Deputy,  though  the  name  of  such  an  officer  occurs  in  the  Regulation  Act  (4  Geo  IV 
c.  126,  s.  1.)  No  appointment  of  a deputy  now  ever  takes  place  ; but  in  case  of  the  absence 
or  illness  of  the  mayor,  one  of  the  four  charter  justices,  hereinafter  mentioned,  acts  for  him  in 
all  cases,  except  where  the  signature  of  the  mayor  is  required  to  decrees  or  warrants. 

It  does  not  appear  that  any  public  inconvenience  has  been  found  from  the  want  of  an 
authorized  deputy.  One  instance  of  the  appointment  of  a deputy  mayor,  approved  by  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  and  Privy  Council,  occurs  in  the  earlier  records. 

32.  By  the  charter  of  J ames  I.  the  time  and  manner  of  election  of  the  Sheriffs  is  thus 
pointed  out : “ The  mayor,  sheriffs  and  citizens,  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  (of  whom  the 
mayor  was  to  be  one,)  were,  on  the  day  on  which  the  mayor  was  chosen,”  to  elect  two  fit 
persons  of  the  most  discreet,  fit  and  honest  citizens  to  be  sheriffs  for  one  whole  year,  who  were 
to  be  thereupon  sworn  into  office  before  the  mayor. 

The  power  of  electing  these  officers  being  taken  away  from  the  citizens  by  the  “ New 
Rules,”  and  given  to  the  common  council,  this  latter  body  now  elect  the  sheriffs,  generally 
from  the  body  of  freemen  at  large ; sometimes,  though  seldom,  from  the  members  of  the 
council. 

The  sheriffs  must,  under  the  " New  Rules,”  be  approved  of  by  the  Lord  lieutenant  and 
Privy  Council,  within  ten  clays  after  the  election. 

. ft  *s  one  of  the  provisions  of  the  Limerick  Regulation  Act,  that  no  person  shall  be  re-elected 
into  the  office  of  sheriff  within  three  years  from  his  having  served  the  office.  It  was  before 
not  unusual  for  the  same  persons  to  be  re-elected  for  several  years  in  succession ; no  quali- 
fication is  required  in  point  of  property,  nor  is  previous  residence  considered  necessary,  but 
residence,  during  the  year  of  office,  is  of  course  exacted  ; and  there  have  been  few  instances 
ot  persons  not  previously  residing  in  the  city  of  Limerick  being  elected  to  this  office. 

33.  The  Aldermen  are  elected  by  the  common  council,  from  amongst  the  burgesses.  They 
hold  for  life.  The  title  of  alderman  is,  in  fact,  a mere  honorary  distinction,  usually  conferred 
on  the  person  who.  has  served  the  office  of  mayor  No  trace  appears  in  the  very  early 
records  of  the  origin  of  the  aldermen ; the  first  place  where  we  find  them  mentioned  is  in 
the  charter  of  James  I.,  which  empowers  the  mayor,  sheriffs  and  citizens  to  nominate, 
elect  and  choose  so  many  aldermen,  serjeants  at  mace,  and  other  officers  as  the  mayor,  bailiffs 
and  citizens  had  used  to  nominate,  elect  and  choose.  They  take  a distinct  oath  of  office. 

o4.  The  office  of  Burgess  is  not.  named  or  noticed  in  any  of  the  charters.  The  burgesses 
are  elected  by  the  council.  It  was  stated  to  us  not  to  be  thought  necessary  that  they  should 
be  freemen,  but  this  is  doubtful,  and  seems  contrary  to  legal  principles.  There  is  not  any 
qualification  of  residence  or  property  required.  No  notice  is  given  of  the  election  previous 
to  the  day  of  its  taking  place.  The  individual  is  elected  on  being  proposed  and  seconded  in 
the  council,  and  the  admissions  appear  to  have  almost  invariably  been  made  without  a 
division;  only  one  instance  has  occurred  in  modem  times  of  the  rejection  of  an  individual 
proposed. 

The  burgesses  hold  their  office  for  life.  We  found  no  instance  of  removal,  deprivation  or 
resignation,  nor  does  such  an  event  seem  to  be  provided  for  by  bye-law  or  otherwise. 

The  following  oath  of  office  is  prescribed  fora  burgess  bv  the  4 Geo.  IV.  c.  126,  to  be  taken 
on  admission : ■' 


I,  A.  B.}  do  swear  that  I will  well  and  truly  serve  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King,  his  heirs 
and  successors,  and  the  mayor,  sheriffs  and  citizens  of  the  city  of  Limerick  in  the  office  of 
one  of  the  burgesses  thereof;  and,  as  such,  minister  equal  justice  to  the  poor  and  rich,  after 
thebest  of  my  cunning,  wit  and  powder;  and  that  I will  well  and  truly  observe,  perform, 
fulfil  and  keep  all  such  good  orders  and  rules  as  are  or  shall  be  ordered  and  established  by 
law  ml  authority,  for  the  good  government  of  this  city  in  all  things  to  me  appertaining : and  I 
do  farther  swear,  that  I will  not  refuse  or  deny  his  right  or  franchise  to  any  person  or  persons 
justly  entitled  thereto,  whom  I shall  believe  to  be  justly  entitled  thereto : neither  will  I 
sanction  or  allow  the  expenditure  of  any  part  of  the  tolls  and  customs  of  the  corporation  for 
any  purposes,  other  than  the  public  uses  of  the  city : and  I further  swear,  that  I will  not  sanction 
or  consent  to  any  act  of  the  council  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  realm,  and  the  rights,  privileges 
and  liberties  of  the  citizens  of  Limerick,  but  that  I will,  in  all  things  belonging  to  the  said 
corporation,  faithfully,  honestly  and  impartially  behave  myself  for  the  most  benefit,  credit  and 
worship  of  this  city  and  the  inhabitants  thereof. 

“ So  help  me  GOD.v 

The  former  oath  of  a burgess  contained  the  following  important  clause  : 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS  IN  IRELAND. 


351 


LIMERICK. 


“ And  you  shall  not  utter  or  disclose  any  counsel  or  secret  thing  or  matter,  touching  the 
fellowship  or  corporation  of  this  city,  whereby  any  prejudice,  loss,  hinderance  or  slander  shall 
or  may  arise,  grow  or  be  to  the  same  corporation.” 

The  number  of  burgesses,  as  has  been  already  stated,  is  not  limited ; the  present  number 
is  68,  including  the  mayor  and  aldermen,  and  this  is  about  the  usual  average  number. 

35.  The  mayor,  sheriffs,  aldermen  and  burgesses  together  constitute  the  Select  Body  or 
Common  Council.  By  what  authority  this  body  was  originally  created  does  not  appear,  the 
name  of  common  council  not  occurring  in  any  of  the  charters  ; but  its  existence  is  found  in 
the  earliest  records  of  the  corporation,  and  it  is  recognised  in  the  “ New  Rules”  of  Charles  II. 
and  the  statute  4 Geo.  IV.  c.  126.  This  is  the  governing  body,  and  in  common  parlance 
is  called  " the  corporation.” 

36.  The  Recorder  is  elected  annually  by  the  common  council,  and  sworn  into  office  on  the 
same  days  with  the  mayor  and  sheriffs,  subject,  under  the  “ New  Rules,”  to  the  approval  of 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Privy  Council  within  10  days  after  his  election. 

The  same  individual  is  uniformly  re-elected,  unless  disentitled  by  misconduct. 

The  recorder  is  always  a barrister ; there  is  not  any  express  provision  to  that  effect  in  the 
charters,  but  the  necessity  of  this  qualification  seems  implied  in  the.  statutes  21  and 22  Geo.  III. 
c.  42.  s.  5,  and  39  Geo.  III.  c.  55.  s.  4.  Constant  residence  in  Limerick  is  not  required  as 
a condition  of  the  appointment.  It  is  not  necessary  that  the  recorder  should  be  previouslv  a 
burgess  or  freeman,  nor  does  he  become  a member  of  the  council  by  virtue  of  his  office ; he 
is,  however,  usually  elected  a burgess  on  his  first  appointment.  The  present  recorder  is  a 
burgess,  but  stated  to  us  that  he  was  not  a freeman. 

37-  The  four  Charter  Justices  are  elected  annually  from  the  aldermen  by  the  common 
council  under  the  provision  of  the  charter  of  James  I.  The  same  individuals  are  frequently 
re-elected. 

' 38.  The  Town  dferk  is  elected  annually  by  the  common  council,  subject  (under  the  " New 
Rules”)  to  the  approbation  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  Privy  Council.  This  officer  has  always, 
as  far  as  we  can  trace,  been  a burgess ; and  the  practice  is  to  re-electthe  same  individual.  He 
is  always  re-sworn.  It  is  not  necessary  that  he  should  be  a professional  person,  although 
many  of  the  duties  connected  with  the  office,  as  will  hereafter  be  shown,  require  professional 
experience. 

39.  Tire  Chamberlain  is  annually  elected  by  the  common  council  from  the  burgesses,  and 
the  same  individual  is  uniformly  re-elected. 

The  statute  4 Geo.  IV.  c.  126,  provides  that  the  person  elected  shall,  before  he  shall  be 
sworn  or  admitted  into  the  office,  execute  a bond  conditioned  for  the  due  performance  of  the 
duties  of  the  office  to  the  mayor  for  the  time  being,  for  the  use  of  the  corporation,  with  two 
sufficient  sureties,  himself  in  £3,000,  and  each  surety  in  £1,500  of  the  late  currency  ; and 
that  no'  chamberlain  shall  presume  to  act  until  he  shall  have  taken  and  subscribed  in  the 
Court  of  Common  Council  and  of  D’Oyer  Hundred  the  following  affidavit,  which  bond  and 
affidavit  shall  be  filed  and  preserved  amongst  the  records  of  the  said  court : 

“ I,  A.  B.,  do  swear  that  I will  well  and  truly  serve  the  mayor,  sheriff  and  citizens  of  this 
city  of  Limerick,  in  the  office  of  chamberlain  or  general  receiver  of  this  city,  and  that  therein 
I will  do  right  to  all  manner  of  people,  both  poor  and  rich,  in  these  things  that  touch  my 
office.  The  receipt  of  money  due  or  belonging  to  the  corporation  of  this  city,  I will  truly  and 
diligently  collect  and  safely  keep  and  have  always  in  readiness,  to  the  use,  order  and  behoof 
of  the  said  corporation ; and  that  I will  not  pay  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  belonging  to  the 
said  corporation  but  to  the  order  of  the  common  council,  confirmed  by  the  Court  of  D’Oyer 
Hundred,  or  according  to  the  directions  of  an  Act  passed  in  the  fourth  year  of  the  reign  of 
King  George  IV.  entitled,  [ here  the  title  of  the  Act  is  inserted ,]  and  that  I will  not  waste  or 
dispense  the  same,  but  make  true  declaration  and  account  thereof  when  and  so  often  as  I shall 
be  thereunto  lawfully  required,  without  concealment,  according  to  the  credit  and  trust  to  me 
committed  in  this  behalf.  " So  helP  me  GOD.” 


CITY  OF 
LIMERICK. 


Select  Body  or 
Common  Council. 


Recorder,  how 
elected. 


Charter  Justices, 
how  elected. 


Town  Clerk,  how 
elected. 


Chamberlain,  how 
elected. 


The  statute  further  provides,  that  if  any  chamberlain  shall  presume  to  act  without  having 
taken  this  oath,  or  shall  refuse  or  neglect  the  performance  of  any  part  of  the  duties  in  the  Act 
prescribed,  he  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  £500,  to  be  recovered  from  him  or  his  sureties  by  any 
two  freemen  or  freeholders  of  the  city,  who  shall  sue  for  the  same,  and  on  and  after  such 
conviction  every  such  chamberlain  shall  be  ipso  facto  disfranchised,  and  held  incapable  ot 
holding  any  office  whatever  in  the  corporation  of  Limerick.  An  oath  of  office  was  required 
from  the  chamberlain  prior  to  the  enactment,  of  this  statute,  but  it  appears  from  the  Minutes 
of  Evidence  before  the  Select  Committee  of  1822,  that  the  administration  of  this  oath  to  the 
chamberlain,  who  was  then,  as  now,  annually  elected,  was  not  attended  to  with  any  regularity. 

40.  There  appears  by  the  accounts  and  books  to  have  been  previously  to  1823  an  officer  called  Vice-Chamberlain. 
a Vice-Chamberlain:  but  he  was  rather  the  private  agent  of  Lord  Viscount  Gort,  the  then 
chamberlain,  than  the  recognised  officer  of  the  corporation.  There  is  no  such  officer  at  present, 

nor  is  any  officer  of  that  description  alluded  to  in  the  charters  of  the  corporation. 

41.  The  Common  Speaker  is  elected  under  the  provisions  of  the  4 Geo  IV.  c.  126,  every  Common  Speaker, 
two  years,  by  the  body  of  freemen  assembled  on  the  first  Tuesday  after  the  24th  of  June  m how  elected. 

the  Court  of  D'Oyer  Hundred.  He  must  be  a freeman  resident  in  Limerick,  and  worth  £500 
at  the  least  of  tfie  late  currency,  in  real  or  personal  estate.  The  .name  individual  has  been 
re-elected  every  two  years  since  the  passing  of  the  above  Act  Hu  deebon  must  be  approved 
Of  by  the  common  Council  before  he  can  be  sworn  into  office.  The  following  u the  oath 
prescribed  by  the  statute  to  be  taken  by  this  officer : 
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LIMERICK. 


Water  Bailiff,  how 
elected. 


Swordbearer  and 
Constables. 

Serjeants  at  Mace, 
how  appointed. 


Weiglimaster,  how 
appointed. 


Cranemaster. 


Clerk  of  the 
Market,  how 
elected. 

Ranger  of  the 
Exchange. 
Bellmen. 
Former  Officers. 


Fines. 


Freedom,  Rights  to. 


" I,  A.  B.j  residing  at  , in  the  city  of  Limerick  or  liberties  thereof,  (as  the  case  may 
be,)  do  swear  to  be  true  and  faithful  to  our  sovereign  Lord  the  King,  his  heirs  and  successors 
and  well  and  truly  to  serve  the  city  of  Limerick  until  I shall  be  lawfully  discharged  frorn  the 
office  of  common  speaker,  in  the  said  city.  I swear,  to  the  utmost  of  my  power,  to  maintain 
and  defend  the  just  rights  and  privileges  of  the  freemen  of  the  said  city,  and  at  the  Court  of 
D’Oyer  Hundred,  and  in  all  matters  and  things  relating  to  my  office  of  common  speaker-  to 
refuse  or  delay  to  no  man  his  right,  nor  to  sanction  or  consent  to  any  expenditure  of  the  public 
revenues  of  the  corporation  of  the  city,  save  for  the  public  uses  of  the  city ; that  I will  m all 
things  perform  and  execute  the  office  of  common  speaker  to  the  best  of  my  skill  and  knowledge  • 
and  I do  further  swear  that  I am  worth  £500  at  the  least,  in  real  or  personal  estate,0  in 
possession  over  and  above  my  just  debts.” 

In  case  of  a vacancy  occurring  in  the  office  of  common  speaker,  the  town  clerk  is  bound,  on 
the  requisition  of  three  freemen,  to  convene  a meeting  of  the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred,  by 
public  notice,  to  be  held  not  sooner  than  8 or  longer  than  14  days  after  such  notice,  for  the 
election  of  another  common  speaker,  qualified  as  aforesaid. 

42.  The  office  of  Water  Bailiff  is  not  mentioned  in  any  of  the  charters ; but  it  appears  to  be 
an  ancient  office  of  the  corporation,  and  the  fees  of  it  were  regulated  by  the  House  of  Commons 
in  1723. 

The  water  bailiff  is  elected  by  the  council,  and  holds  for  life,  or  during  good  behaviour. 

The  water  bailiff  appoints  two  deputies. 

43.  The  Swordbearer,  (who  is  also  public  appraiser,)  the  High  Constable  and  six  Petty 
Constables  are  appointed  annually  by  the  mayor. 

44.  The  Serjeants  at  Mace,  or,  as  they  are  sometimes  called.  Mayor’s  Seijeants,  are  also 
now  annually  appointed  by  the  same  officer,  though  by  an  entry  in  the  corporation  books  Oi 
the  year  1756  it  would  seem  that  they  were  formerly  appointed  by  the  council  during  pleasure; 
and  the  charter  of  James  I.  declares  that  the  mayor,  sheriffs  and  citizens  may  nominate, 
elect  and  choose  so  many  aldermen,  seijeants  at  mace  and  other  officers  as  they  had  used  to 
nominate,  elect  and  choose.  In  practice,  the  serjeants  at  mace  are  seldom  removed. 

By  an  entry  in  the  council  books  of  11th  October  1779,  it  appears  that  a resolution  was 
then  made  that  the  serjeants  at  mace  should  give  security  for  £100,  and  should  be  Protestants. 
No  security  is  now  given  by  these  officers. 

45.  The  sheriffs’  bailiffs  are  appointed  annually  by  the  sheriffs. 

46.  There  appears  by  the  older  books  of  the  corporation  to  have  been  an  officer  annually 
appointed  by  the  corporation,  called  the  common  measurer.  The  present  Weighmaster  is  an 
officer  appointed  under  the.  statutes  4 Anne  c.  14,  and  25  Geo.  II.  c.  15,  regulating  weigh- 
masters  in  cities  and  corporate  towns  in  Ireland,  and  the  Butter  Act  52  Geo.  III.  c.  134. 
He  is,  under  this  last  statute,  s.  2,  appointed  by  the  mayor  and  aldermen  for  life : he  has 
deputies  appointed  by  himself. 

47.  The  Hide  Crane  Master  is  appointed  for  life,  or  during  good  behaviour,  by  the  common 
council.  He  appoints  a deputy ; and  an  officer,  in  the  same  department,  called  the  inspector, 
is  elected  by  the  trade. 

48.  The  mayor  is  by  virtue  of  his  office  Clerk  of  the  Market ; there  is  also  a distinct  officer 
appointed  by  the  council,  called  clerk  of  the  market,  and  who  is,  in  fact,  the  deputy  of  the 
mayor,  in  that  branch  of  his  functions.  He  is  appointed  for  life,  or  during  good  behaviour. 

49.  The  Ranger  of  the  Exchange  is  appointed  by  the  mayor. 

50.  The  Bellmen  are  appointed  by  the  council,  who  also  appoint  the  organist. 

51.  The  pilot  was  formerly  an  Officer  of  the  corporation ; and  charges  for  pilotage  are  still 
enumerated  in  the  schedule  of  corporation  tolls  and  customs.  However,  the  pilotage  of  the 
port  and  river  is  now  performed  under  the  authority  of  the  harbour,  commissioners,  by  officers 
appointed  by  them,  as  hereafter  mentioned,  and  the  officer  is  only  here  alluded  to  as  one  men- 
tioned frequently  in  the  corporation  books. 

The  offices  of  gauger  and  searcher,  comptroller  and  beadles  are  also  mentioned  in  the  records 
of  the  corporation,  but  are  not  now  known. 

The  offices  of  gauger  and  searcher  were  granted  by  Queen  Elizabeth  to  the  corporation ; but 
whether  ever  exercised  by  them,  does  not  now"  appear. 

52.  There  are  not  any  Fines  or  Fees  payable  by  the  officers  of  the  corporation  on  election, 
or  on  persons  elected  and  refusing  to  serve. 

53.  The  Rights  to  Freedom  were  found  by  verdict  in  the  year  1812,  on  issues  joined  in  a 
case  of  mandamus  at  the  prosecution  of  Lord  Glentworth  against  the  corporation,  to  be  in, 

First.  Every  person  being  of  the  age  of  21  years,  and  the  eldest  son  of  a freeman. 

Second.  Every  person  being  of  the  age  of  21  years,  and  married  to  the  daughter  of  a 
freeman  ; and 

Thirdly.  Every  person  who  should  serve  as  an  apprentice  within  the  city  in  any  art  or 
mystery  with  any  freeman  of  the  city,  for  the  space  of  seven  years. 

This  was  followed  by  resolutions  of  an  election  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  m 
July  1820,  confirmed  by  a committee  of  appeal  under  the  Grenville  Act,  in  1821. 

The  resolutions  of  the  former  committee  are,  that  no  person  can  be  admitted  a freeman  o 
the  city  who  had  not  served  an  apprenticeship  therein,  or  who  was  not  resident  therein  a e 
time  of  his  admission ; and  “ that  subject  to  the  foregoing  limitation,  the  sons  of  freemen,  ® 
sons-in-law  of  freemen,  and  persons  having  served  seven  years’  apprenticeship  to  freemen  o 
city,  are  entitled  to  the  freedom  of  the  said  city*” 
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The  onl\v  substantial  distinction  between  them  and  the  findings  above  stated,  is  as  to  the  LIMERICK. 
Qualification  of  Residence,  which  is  now  enforced  by  the  Limerick  Regulation  Act,  4 Geo.  IV . 
c 126,  s.  11,  which, — after  reciting  the  statute  10  Henry  VII.  c.  7,  and  that  by  a resolution  Residence, 
of  the  common  council  of  the  city  of  Limerick,  passed  in  the  year  1707,  it  was  declared, 
that  no  person  whatsoever,  not  living  and  residing  within  the  said  city,  should  be  thereafter 
made  free  of  the  corporation,  and  that  said  resolution  should  be  a standing  rule  of  the  said 
court;  and  further  reciting  that  a judgment  of  ouster  was  pronounced  by  the  Court  of  King’s 
Bench,  in  Ireland,  against  a non-resident  freeman  of  the  city  of  Limerick,  on  the  ground 
of  non-residence ; and  that,  by  the  last  determination  of  the  House  of  Commons,  on  the  right 
of  election  for  the  city,  it  appeared  that  the  right  of  election  was  in  such  freemen  of  the  said 
city  as  were  resident  therein  at  the  time  of  their  admission  to  their  respective  freedoms,— 
enacts  that  no  person  whatever  should  be  elected  or  admitted  to  the  freedom  of  the  said 
city,  or  the  freedom  thereof  granted  to  him,  unless  he  shall  be  resident  within  the  county  of 
the  said  city  at  the  time  of  his  admission  to  his  freedom. 

The  resolutions  of  the  committee  of  1820  mention  the  “ sons”  of  freemen  without  distinction, 
as  entitled  to  the  freedom ; but  the  right  was  limited  by  the  verdict  above  stated  to  the  eldest 
sons,  and  the  right  claimed  for  the  petitioners,  before  the  committee,  was  so  restricted.  The 
resolution  of  the  committee  of  appeal  confines  the.  right  to  the  eldest  son,  and  in  practice  the 
j-io-ht  is  considered  only  to  extend  to  such;  and  it  is  so  stated  in  the  18th  section  of  the 
4°Geo.  IV.  c.  126. 


54.  Freemen  have  always  been,  and  still  may  be,  admitted  by  Grace  Especial.  Grace  Especial. 

55.  The  mayor  for  the  time  being  had  formerly  the  liberty  of  naming  two  freemen.  We  Gift, 
have  not  found  that  this  privilege  has  been  exercised  in  modern  times. 

56.  It  also  appears  that  freedom  was  at  one  time  attainable  by  Purchase.  Purchase. 

57.  The  « New  Rules”  for  Limerick  provide,  “ that  all  foreigners,  strangers  and  aliens,  as  well  “ New  Rules- 
others  as  Protestants,  who  are  or  shall  be  merchants,  traders,  artisans,  artificers,  seamen,  or 

otherwise  skilled  and  exercised  in  any  mystery,  craft  or  trade,  or  in  the  working  or  making  of 
any  manufacture,  or  in  the  art  of  navigation,  then  residing  and  inhabiting  within  the  city  ot 
Limerick,  or  who  should  at  any  time  thereafter  come  into  the  city  with  intent  and  resolution 
there  to  inhabit,  reside  and  dwell,  should,  upon  his  or  their  reasonable  suit  or  request  made, 
and  upon  payment  down  or  tender  of  £20  by  way  of  fine  unto  the  chief  magistrate  or  magis- 
trates and  common  council,  or  other  persons,  authorized  to  admit,  or  make  freemen  of  the  city, 
he  admitted  a freeman  thereof;  and,  if  he  or  they  shall  desire  it,  of  all  or  any  guild,  brotherhood, 
society  or  fellowship  of  any  trade,  craft  or  other  mystery  within  the  same,  during  Ins  or  their 
residence  for  the  most  part,  and  his  and  their  families  constant  inhabiting  within  the  city,  and 
no  longer.” 

And  ifts  one  of  the  resolutions  of  the  Limerick  election  committee,  in 1820,  ^persons 
admitted  to  the  freedom  of  the  city  by  virtue  of  an  Act  passed  in  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth 
years  of  the  reign  of  his  late  Majesty  King  Charles  II.  entitled, '■  An  Act  for  encouraging 
Protestant  Stralgers  and  others  to  inhabit  and  plant  in  the  Kingdom  of  Maud  " J 
virtue  of  the  “New  Rules"  of  the  said  city,  are  entitled  to  vote  at  elections  themm  during  thetr 
families'  constant  residence  and  their  own  residence,  for  the  most  part  therein,  and  no  lo  „ . 

58.  The  Rights  to  Freedom  as  above  stated,  were  so  found  and  estahli^  on  the  a^ority 

of  numerous  entries  in  the  ancient  books  of  the  corporation,  whichare  Tmlm. 

of  Evidence  before  the  committees  of  the  Houses  of  Lords  and  Commons  rnl^aad  18.2, 
and  clearly  show  the  early  and  long-continued  existence  of  those  rights.  ^ 

that  for  a series  of  yearn  prior  to  tie  institution  of  the  mandamu, 

rights  had  been  denied  and  resisted  by  the  common  council,  w 0 a , ] whether 

successfully,  the  sole  discretionary  power  of  admittmg  whom  they 

resident  or  non-resident,  and  excluding  all  claims  to  Worn  as  of nght  Tta  e^totondate 
from  about  the  year  1770.  So  early  as  1762  proceedings  by  7 _ non-resident  freeman 

against  freemen  admitted  by  grace  especial  in  that  year,  an  i already  referred 

was  ousted  on  quo  warranto,  as  recited  in  the  section  of  the  4 eo.  • - t j untjl  t|l(. 

to ; but  no  attempt  appears  to  have  been  made  to  enforce  the  ancient  right .to .freedom unU  the 
year  1812,  when  th Jinandamm  proceedings  were  commenced  homrf.  “e 
have  stated  was  found.  These  proceedings  were  me htu  d by  a bod ° 1 £ common 
Limerick,  styled  the  Independents,  and  strenuously  resisted  in  e re?  eriinated  in  the 
council,  at  an  enormous  expense  to  both  parties,  until  the  steugg  y jy. 

resolutions  of  the  committeefof  the  House  of  Commons,  and  the  enactments  ot  the  d u 0 

59.  The  Admissions  of  freemen  are  made  by  the  18thSm  of 

the  Freeman's  Court,  or  Court  of  D'Oycr  of  persons 

the  4 Geo.  IV.  c.  126, « in  order  to  provide  agmnst  any  May*  meeting  of  the  Courts  of 
claiming  the  freedom  of  the  city,  that  at  each  and  j q ^ Act  t0  t,e  holden,  the 
Common  Council  and  D’Oyer  Hnndred.-nnderi and  y ^ ^ in  the  firet  place  taken 
petitions  of  the  several  persons  claiming  the  or  any  of  them  is  refused,  a 

into  consideration ; and  where  the  prayer  of  the  s p ’ „rounaed,  particularly  setting 
statement  in  writing  of  the  reasons  whereon  such ■ of  s„cl  petition/shall  be 

forth  the  objections  to  each  part  of  the  proofs  ad  p.mmor?^)uncil  or  by  the  common 
furnished  by  the  mayor  on  behalf  of  the  CourLo  person  whose  petition  shall  have 

speaker  on  behalf  of  the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred,  to  the  person  wno.e  v 

been  refused.  4 U 

M.  C.  I. 
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60.  It  appears  from  the  entries  in  the  corporation  books,  already  alluded  to,  that  b f 
the  period  we  have  mentioned,  of  resistance  of  the  council  to  the  Claims  of  freedom  as01  p 
right,  and  at  the  time  when  those  claims  were  fully  recognised,  the  duty  of  considering  t] 
applications  of  individuals  to  be  admitted  in  respect  of  them  was  generally  delegated  bv  tlT 
common  council  to  a Committee ; and  on  the  restoration  of  those  rights,  as  above  detailed6 
the  council  resumed  this  arrangement  by  appointing  a select  committee  to  investigate  a 1 
report  to  the  common  council  on  the  titles  of  those  applying  for  admission. 

This  is  a permanent  committee,  consisting  of  the  mayor,  recorder,  four  charter  justices  and 
some  other  members  of  the  council,  (the  number  is  not  defined;)  of  whom  three  form  a quorum 
In  practice,  the  recorder  is  almost  always  present..  He  acts  as  the  legal  adviser  of  the 
committee  and  takes  a principal  part  in  the  proceedings ; and  the  committee  adjourns  to 
insure  his  attendance. 

The  course  of  proceeding  on  an  application  for  freedom  is  as  follows : The  claimant  prefers 
to  the  common  council  a petition  stating  his  right,  which  is  lodged  with  the  mayor  and  bv 
him  submitted  to  the  council ; that  body  at  its  next  mceling  refers  it.  to  the  committee  of  claims 
instead  of  taking  it  into  their  own  consideration,  as  seems  required  by  the  4 Geo.  IV.  c log* 
sec.  18.  The  order  of  reference  to  the  committee  is  entered  on  the  minutes  by  the  council’ 
and  submitted  to  the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred  on  the  following  day.  The  committee  receive 
on  oath  the  evidence  offered  in  support  of  the  petition,  and  report  their  opinion,  with  the 
evidence,  to  the  next  council,  by  whom  the  claimant  is  admitted  or  rejected  accordingly;  and 
the  resolution  of  admission  or  rejection  by  the  council,  is  submitted,  with  all  other  acts,  to  the 
approval  of  the  Court  of  D'Oycr  Hundred.  The  evidence  taken  before  the  committee  of 
claims  is  not  submitted  to  the  latter  court,  which  is  therefore  uninformed  as  to  the  "rounds  of 
admission  or  rejection. 

The  stated  times  of  meeting  of  the  committee  of  claims,  are  the  days  after  the  meetings  of 
the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred,  which,  under  the  4 Geo.  IV.  c.  126,  s.  2,  are  held  on  the  days 
next  immediately  succeeding  those  fixed  by  that  Act  for  the  regular  quarterly  ineetino-s  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Council. 

Evidence  required.  61.  Great,  and,  it  appears  to  us,  extraordinary  strictness  is  required  by  the  committee  of 
claims  as  to  the  degree  of  Evidence  necessary  to  sustain  the  petitions  referred  to  them.  The 
first  step  in  the  claimant’s  proof  is,  of  course,  to  show  that  the  person  through  whom,  either  as 
eldest  son,  son-in-law,  or  apprentice,  he  derives  his  title,  was  a freeman  of  the  city.  Shortly  after 
the  passing  of  the  4 Geo.  IV.  c.  1 26,  and  the  appointment  of  the  committee  of  claims,  a case, 
at  the  suggestion  of  the  recorder,  was  laid  before  the  present  attorney-general  of  Ireland  for  the 
guidance  of  the  council  as  to  the  evidence  which  ought  to  bo  deemed  sufficient  of  the  titles  to 
freedom;  and  they  were  advised,  among  other  matters,  that  the  finding  the  name  of  the  person 
alleged  to  have  been  a freeman  on  the  corporation  books,  was  sufficient,  evidence  of  the 
claimant’s  title  under  him.  This  opinion,  however,  is  not  followed  by  the  comnu^tee,  who, 
under  the  advice  of  the  recorder,  act  on  a different  principle,  requiring  that  not  only  should 
the  name  of  the  person  alleged  to  be  a freeman  appear  on  the  books,  but  that  actual  proof 
should  be  given  of  his  having  been  sworn  in  as  a freeman.  This  is  not  always  practicable, 
and  the  principle  is  carried  so  far,  that  proof  of  the  individual  in  question  having  enjoyed  the 
privileges  of  a freeman  in  exemption  from  the  tolls,  or  even  of  his  having  served  the  office  of 
sheriff,  is  not  deemed  sufficient  to  supply  the  want  of  actual  evidence  of  his  haring  been  sworn 
as  a freeman.  Such  cases  have,  in  two  instances,  been  made  the  subject  of  special  reports  by 
the  committee  to  the  council;  by  whom  the  claimants  were  admitted.  The  books  prior  to  the 
year  1812  do  not  notice  the  fact  of  the  freemen  having  been  sworn,  so  that  the  difficulty 
created  by  the  strictness  of  proof  required  in  this  respect  by  the  committee,  applies  almost  to 
every  case  brought  before  them. 

Having  established  that  the  person  under  whom  he  claims  was  a freeman,  and  sworn  as 
such,  the  claimant,  by  right  of  birth  or  marriage,  has  next  to  prove  his  relationship.  Here, 
again,  the  committee  require  strict  legal  proof  of  the  facts  necessary  to  complete  the  title  and 
show  the  identity  of  the  parties.  At  one.  time  reputation  of  the  marriage  of  the  ancestor  was 
not  deemed  sufficient,  and  the  evidence  of  persons  actually  present  at  the  ceremony  was 
required ; but  this  extreme  strictness  has  latterly  been  abandoned. 

In  the  case  of  claimants  for  admission  in  right  of  service,  the  recorder  states  that  he  considers 
it  necessary,  under  a bye-law  of  the  corporation,  which  was  passed  prior  to  1680,  that  the 
indentures  of  apprenticeship  should  have  been  enrolled  within  six  months ; and  the  committee 
of  claims  is  stated  to  require  proof  of  this  enrolment,  which  in  most  cases  is  impracticable. 

It  appears  singular,  that  notwithstanding  the  strictness  of  the  committee  of  claims  on  the 
above  points,  they  should,  under  the  11th  section  of  the  4 Geo.  IV.  c.  126,  report  persons 
entitled  to  the  freedom  as  of  right,  not  resident  within  the  county  of  the  city.  The  recorder 
stated  1o  us,  that  when  a party  came  before  the  committee  claiming  as  of  right,  he  thought  it 
was  not  open  to  them  to  question  the  fact  of  residence  or  non-residence,  and  he  explained  the 
practice  of  the  committee,  as  being  founded  on  the  legal  position  that  a freeman  is  not  admitted 
until  sworn,  and  the  inference  that  the  time  of  admission  mentioned  in  the  Act  was  that  of 
swearing  in. 

From  the  arrangement,  of  the  times  of  sitting  of  the  committee,  as  already  stated,  a period  of 
more  than  three  months  must  elapse  before  the  petition  of  a person  applying  for  his  freedom 
can  be  finally  adjudicated  upon  by  the  council  and  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred,  and  in  the 
case  of  a party  whose  title  to  freedom  may  have  accrued  recently  after  one  of  the  quarterly 
meetings  of  the  council,  the  delay  in  his  admission  must  be  nearly  six  months.  The  meetings 
of  the  committee  are  not  held  with  regularity,  and  it  was  stated  to  us  ^that  difficulties  had 
een  found  in  getting  together  a sufficient  number  of  the  committee  to  form  a quorum. 


CITY  OF 
LIMERICK. 
Committee  of 
Claims. 
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The  delays  thus  interposed  and  the  strictness  of  the  investigation  bv  the  committee  of  LIMERICK, 
laims  are  the  subject  of  complaint  and  dissatisfaction  among  the  inhabitants,  especially  those 
C_p0sed  to  the  corporation.  However  the  common  speaker,  who  from  his  situation  is 
peculiarly  bound  to  watch  over  the  interests  of  the  freemen,  states  that  he  never  heard  of  any 
complaints  of  delays  or  improper  decisions  as  to  the  admission  of  freemen  by  the  committee; 
that  he  had  found  its  proceedings,  when  he  attended,  perfectly  regular,  and  that  no 
complaints  had  ever  been  made  to  him  by  an  applicant  for  freedom  who  had  been  rejected  ; 
and  it  is  remarkable  that  no  rejected  applicant  has  required  a statement  of  the  reason  of  his 
rejection  from  the  mayor  or  common  speaker. 

The  existence  of  some  such  body  seems  better  adapted  than  either  the  council  or  Court  of 
D’Over  Hundred  to  the  preliminary  investigation  of  claims  involving,  at  times,  questions  of 
fact  and  of  law;  but  the  confining  it,  as  at  present,  exclusively  to  members  of  the  council,  a 
body  which  had  so  long  struggled  against  all  admissions  to  freedom  as  of  right,  must 
naturally  create  a strong  prejudice  against  its  decisions  in  the  general  body  of  the  freemen 
and  inhabitants ; and  there  seems  no  valid  reason  against  the  making  a regulation  by  the 
council  and  D’Oyer  Hundred,  that  the  petitions  of  the  applicants  for  freedom  should,  on 
beino-  lodged  with  the  mayor,  be  at  once  sent  by  him  before  the  committee,  so  as  to  have 
tbeirreport  on  the  subject  made  to  the  next  council  after  the  presentation  of  the  petition. 

62  The  unfavourable  impressions  as  to  the  proceedings  of  the.  committee  must  be  Numbers  admitted 
strengthened  by  the  fact,  that  of  the  applicants  for  freedom  since  the  passing  of  the  Sltlce 
Retaliation  Act,  only  89,  being  not  one-third,  have  been  admitted. 

° The  numbers  who  claimed  their  freedom  since  1st  September  1823, 
as  of  right,  are  - - - ’on"  " 

Of  these  there  were  admitted  - - 89 

Rejected  from  insufficient  evidence  - 47 

Did  not  appear  before  the  committee  - 149 

The  numbers  of  honorary  freemen  admitted  since  1st  September 

1823,  are 36 

, , ...  Fees. 

63.  The  Fees  payable  on  admission  are,  ^ 

To  the  mayor,  for  affixing  the  city  seal  10  6 
To  the  town  clerk  - - - ' ^ ® 

To  the  deputy  town  clerk  - - - L 6 

To  these  fees  must  be  added  the  stamp  duty,  which  on  admissions  of  right  is 

Bv  grace  especial  - „ _ „ „ „ 

64.  Tl«.  Freeman’s  Oath  is  prescribed  by  the  4 Geo.  IV.  c.  126,  schedule  E and  is  Oaths  of  Freemen. 
« that  he  will  be  true  and  faithful  to  the  King,  his  heirs  and  successors,  and  to  the  utmost  of 

his  power  aid  and  assist  the  mayor,  sheriffs  and  citizens,  and  to  them  he  obedient  and 
attendant  concerning  such  things  as  they  shall  lawfully  and  reasonably  require  him  to  do, 
that  he  will  also  well  and  truly  observe,  perform;  fulfil  and  keep  all  such  orders  “s 

have  been  or  shall  be  made  and  established  by  lawful  authority  for  the  good  government  of 
the  city,  and  in  all  matters  and  things  relating  to  his  duty  as  a freeman  will  not 
delay  any  man  his  right,  or  sanction  any  expenditure  of  tolls  and  customs  of  the  city 
corporation,  save  for  till  public  uses  of  the  eily,  and  will  not  by  colour  of  his  freedom  directly 
or  indirectly,  or  by  equivocation  or  mental  reservation,  cover  nr  bear  W 
strangers,  goods  or  merchandise,  but  will,  according  to  the  best  of  his  skill  and  know  edge, 

XESnf  and  power,  uphold  and  maintain  all  the  liberties,  franchises  and  customs,  lawful 

orders  and  usages  of  the  city  and  corporation.  . an  lwinired  bv  anv 

And  bv  the  eighth  section  of  the  same  Act,  if  any  freeman  shall  be  so  required  b>  any 
other  two^freemen?  he  shall  at  any  time  when  he  claims  to  exercise  Ins  franchise  bv  voting 
al  the  Co5  o?I?0«r  Hundred,  tike  and  subscribe  the  oath  set  forth £ ** 

Act,  which  the  mayor,  sheriffs,  or  common  speaker  is  and  ■ « re  the  “ 

administer  ; and  no  freeman  who  shall  refuse  to  take  said  ca  ll  shall  be  capable of  ca™S'n 
his  franchise  as  a freeman  as  aforesaid,  until  lie  shall  have  duly  ^ i such 
oath  is  not  to  be  required  of  freemen  who  had  exercised  the  franchise  six  tears  or  more  betore 

the  commencement  of  the  Act  (September  1,  1833.)  , f rornoration  of 

This  latter  oath  is,  that  he  has  been  adnntted  and  sworn  a freeman oi  the  corporation  ot 
the  city  of  Limerick  having  been  actually,  and  without  &au  , , j ^ j’  f 

the  county  of  the  said  cityfat  the  time  of  his  admission  to  the  freedom  of  the  city,  and 

6?  The  Number  of  Freemen  is  very  insignificant  in.  n'ttis qldified^n^fhe  * 

lation  of  the  city  and  liberties,  and  to  some 

power  of  nomination  of  freemen  by  grace  especia  ) controlled  by  the  necessity  of 

extent  by  the  establishment  of  the  several  frdssto  ' the  freemen!  as 

residence  as  a qualification  in  those  adgg|p4,  > '’fPthei!.  nu’mter,  gained  but  little  in 
a class  of  the  corporation,  have,  from  3 noticed,  or  by  the  operation  of  the 

importance  by  the  effect  of  the  proceedings  . , ’ Option  of  freemen  from 

4 Geo.  IV.  c.  126.  Independent  of  te  revenues,  must 

the  tolls,  which  it  will  be  seen  are  the  most  impo  ^ lations  Jto  the  evidence  to  he 

operate  in  confirming  the  council  in  thepropr  ty  1 ^ th at,  as,  during  the  long 

giveu  by  the  applicant  for  freedom.  1 residents  ’were  admitted  by 

penod  in  which  the  rights  to  freedom  were not  lokn  M ^ who  would,  under  odier 
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circumstances,  be  admissible.  Many  of  the  merchants  and  respectable  traders  arc  exrl  d 
while  individuals  of  far  inferior  station,  and  some  serving  in  the  minor  offices  of  the  GC  > 
ration,  such  as  serjeants  at  mace  and  petty  constables,  are  free.  In  the  year  1813  ^7*°' 
the  Regulation  Act  was  passed,  the  freedom  was  voted  by  the  council  to  a considera^ 
number  of  the  staff  of  the  city  of  Limerick  militia,  of  which  Lord  Gort  was  colonel  and  th 
members  of  this  body  being  resident,  retain  and  exercise  the  privileges  of  freemen*  Th  • 
with  the  inferior  officers,  who  may  be  free,  generally  support  the  common  council  Th"’ 
freemen  are,  however,  stated  by  the  common  speaker,  who,  from  his  office,  must  be  acquaint  d 
with  them,  to  consist  generally  of  the  better  class,  and  he  added  that  he  did  ijot.  know  ^ 
who  was  not  a householder,  or  did  not  hold  part  of  a house,  nor  one  who  was  merely  a roo”6 
keeper.  The  effects  of  the  smallness  of  the  number  of  freemen,  or  their  power  as  a class  Jill 
be  best  understood  in  the  succeeding  part  of  this  Report  on  the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred™1 
There  is  not  any  express  exclusion  of  freemen  on  religious  grounds,  and  a few  Roman  Cathol' 
freemen  were  admitted  even  before  the  Emancipation  Act,  but  the  political  tendencies  of  the 
corporate  interests  have  produced  a practical  exclusion  of  them,  not  only  from  the  corporate 
offices,  but  from  being  admitted  in  any  number  deserving  notice.  ^ 

66.  The  common  council  for  many  years  prior  to  the  Regulation  Act  exercised  an  exclusive 
and  uncontrolled  dominion  over  all  the  affairs  of  the  corporation.  Their  Functions  in  the 
election  and  admission  of  officers  and  freemen  are  already  detailed.  They  also  make  bve- 
laws  and  dispose  of  all  corporate  funds  and  property,  and  every  corporate  act  must,  in  the 
first  instance,  emanate  from  their  body. 

The  exercise  of  these  various  functions,  with  the  exception  of  the  election  of  officers,  is  now 
however,  to  a certain  extent,  placed  by  the  Limerick  Regulation  Act,  as  it  was  in  the  early 
periods  of  the  constitution,  under  the  control  of  the  body  of  freemen  assembled  in  the  Court 
of  D’Oyer  Hundred,  whose  approbation,  with  the  above  exception,  is  now  necessary  to  mve 
validity  to  the  acts  of  the  common  council.  This  exclusive  power  of  electing  officers  was  first 
given  to  the  council  by  the  “New  Rules,"  and  was  confirmed  by  the  Regulation  Act. 

67.  Four  regular  Quarterly  Meetings  of  the  common  council  must,  by  the  Limerick 

Regulation  Act,  s.  1,  be  held  on  four  stated  days  in  each  year,  viz.  on  the  first  Monday  after 
the  24th  June,  the  second  Monday  after  the  29th  September,  and  the  first  Monday  in  each 
of  the  months  of  January  and  April ; besides  which,  extraordinary  meetings  are  occasionally 
held  on  the  requisition  of  the  mayor.  J 

66-  Printed  Notices  of  the  meetings  of  the  council,  whether  ordinary  or  extraordinary,  are 
served  on  each  member  residing  at  Limerick,  or  in  its  vicinity.  The  notice  does  not  specify 
the  object  of  the  meeting,  nor  is  proof  of  the  service  required. 

69.  A bye-law  of  1676  directed  that  the  mayor,  and  12  members  at  the  least,  should  be 
necessary  to  form  a council;  and  another  bye-law  requires  that  16  of  the  attending 
members  should  sign  the  book  of  proceedings.  It  is  considered  now  that  16  should  attend  to 
constitute  a council,  of  whom  the  mayor  and  one  of  the  sheriffs  must  be  two.  The  numbers 
attending  are  usually  about  20. 

The  mayor  presides.  Voting,  should  a division  take  place,  is  open,  not  by  ballot,  and  the 
mayor  has,  in  cases  of  equality,  a casting  voice. 

The  names  of  the  attending  members,  and  the  proceedings  at  the  meetings'  are  entered  by 
the  town  clerk  in  the  common  council  book. 

By  the  18th  section  of  the  Limerick  Regulation  Act,  the  petition  of  persons  claiming  the 
ireedorn  of  the  city  must  first  be  taken  into  consideration  by  the  council  at  the  four  prescribed 
quarterly  meetings,  but  with  this  restriction  it  is  open  to  any  member  to  propose  a resolution, 
an  it  seconded  it  must  be  put  from  the  chair.  After  disposing  of  the  claims  of  freemen  in 
ie  manner  adverted  to  under  the  head  of  Committee  of  Claims,  the  council  usually  proceeds 
to  the  election  of  officers,  and  then  to  any  ordinaiy  business. 

e meetings  of  the  council  are  private,  but  the  oath  of  secrecy  formerly  taken  by  its 
members  was  abolished  by  the  Regulation  Act.  J J 

esides  the  Committee  of  Claims  already  noticed,  there  is  a permanent  committee 
consisting  of  members  of  the  couucil  for  inspecting  and  examining  accounts. 

1 corporate  acts,  except  the  election  of  officers,  must,  as  already  stated,  be  now 

approved  of  and  confirmed  by  the  freemen  at  large,  assembled  in  the  Court  of  D’Oyer  . 

unt  re  . I he  origin  of  this  court  is  not  traceable  in  the  charters,  but  it  is  of  very  ancient 
ns  iii  ion.  It  had  fallen  almost  totally  into  disuse  about  70  years  previous  to  the  passing  of 
if  1 rr  r i-  U a*10U  1623,  by  which  it  was  again  re-established.  It  consists  of  the 

wnoie  oocty  or  freemen,  and  meets  on  the  day  next  following  each  of  the  four  stated  quarterly  . 
mee  ings  ot  t ie  common  council,  and  after  any  extraordinary  meeting  of  the  common  council 
an  ex  raoi  inary  meeting  of  the  C ourt  of  D'Oyer  Hundred  must  be  convened  by  the  common 
speaker,  not  sooner  than  seven  days  or  more  than  14  days  after  his  receipt  from  the  mayor 
a certified  minute  of  the  proceedings  agreed  to  by  the  common  council  at  such  meeting, 
ana  he  mus  before  any  such  extraordinary  meeting  of  the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred,  give 
at  least  six  days  notice  of  it  in  writing,  conta#ji|fca  copy  of  the  certified  minute. 

19  M C<?m™01!  speaker  presides  at  the  meeting#%  the  court,  but  in  case  of  his  absence  at 
authorized  to  "d^  mee^no>  the  senior  freeman  present  is,  by  the  Regulation  Act,  s.  7, 

ceJ1Jed  mmute  of  the  proceedings  qP  the  common  council  on  the  preceding  day, 

^ 5are  . “a  town  clerk,  and  signed  by  the  mayor,  is,  under  the  provisions,  of  the  first 
f J 6^U  . on  to  he  transmitted  to  the  common  speaker  by  the  mayor 

i .V*  e y a ,r  the  breaking  up  of  each  meeting  of  the  council,  and  the  common  speaker 
is,  Dy  me  second  section,  directed  to  lay  these  minutes  before  the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred 
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for  approval  and  confirmation.  The  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred  is  directed  to  proceed 
forthwith  to  take  the  same  into  their  immediate  consideration,  and  the  common  speaker  is  to 
certify  by  minute  under  his  hand,  their  decision,  whether  negative  or  affirmative,  without 
delay  to  the  mayor,  to  be  by  him  laid  before  the  common  council. 

The  chamberlain  of  the  corporation  is  by  the  20th  section  bound  14  days,  at  least, 
before  the  commission  day  of  each  assizes,  to  lodge  with  the  town  clerk  an  account  of  his 
receipts  and  payments,  with  an  affidavit  verifying  the  truth  of  it,  and  to  deliver  a copy  of 
this  account  and  affidavit  to  the  common  speaker,  which  account  shall  be  examined  by  the 
Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred,  by  committee  or  otherwise,  as  they  shall  think  meet. 

It  is  provided  by  the  third  section  of  the  4 Geo.  IV.  c.  126,  that  no  person  not  being- 
free  of  the  city  shall  have  any  right  to  vote  or  interfere  at  any  meeting  of  the  Court  of  D’Oyer 
Hundred. 

By  the  third  of  the  "New  Rules”  for  Limerick,  no  matter  or  thing  in  anywise  relating  to 
the  affairs  of  the  city  can  be  propounded  or  debated  in  any  dear  hundred  or  general  assembly 
of  the  city,  until  the  same  shall  have  first  passed  the  common  council  of  the  city,  and  the  per- 
sons offending  against  that  rule  shall  be  disqualified  by  the  mayor  and  common  council. 

71.  Such  is  the  Constitution  as  nou»regulated  by  this  important  statute,  to  which  we  have 
so  often  alluded ; but  its  enactments,  though  well  designed  to  effect  the  purposes  contem- 
plated by  the  legislature,  have  hitherto  succeeded  but  partially  in  giving  a popular  character 
to  the  corporation.  The  causes  of  this  are  chiefly  to  be  found  in  the  constitution  and  pro- 
ceedings of  the  common  council. 

The  common  council  has  long  exhibited  the  defects  which  almost  necessarily  attend  the 
system  of  self-election. 

The  condition  and  conduct  of  this  body  appear  to  have  attracted  public  attention  in  the 
vear  1761,  when  they  were  made  the  subject  of  investigation  before  a committee  of  the  Irish 
House  of  Commons.  That  committee,  after  an  examination  of  several  witnesses,  made  a 
report  to  the  House  which  concludes  with  a series  of  resolutions,  31  in  number,  many  of 
which  convey  strong  censure  on  individual  members  of  the  council,  and  state  various  abuses 
and  grievances  as  theretofore  prevailing.  Those  which  refer  to  the  general  proceedings  of 
the  common  council,  are  the  following : 

“ That  it  appears  to  the  committee  from  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  said  corporation,  that 
the  mayor  and.  common  council  of  the  city  have,  for  several  years  past,  taken  upon  themselves 
to  dispose  of  the  whole  revenues  of  the  said  corporation,  and  the  greatest  part,  thereof  amongst 
a few  members  of  the  said  council,  without  the  approbation  of  the.  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred. 

“ That  the. mayor  and  common  council  of  the  city,  had  taken  upon  them  to  demise  the 
greatest  part  of  the  estates  of  the  said  corporation  to  some  members  of  the  common  council 
for  999  years,  and  to  other  members  of  the  said  council  for  ever,  for  trifling  rents. 

“ That  it  appeared  to  the  committee,  from  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  corporation,  that 
the  mayor  and  common  council  of  the  said  city  had,  for  several  years  past,  misapplied  and 
wasted  the  greater  part  of  the  revenues  of  the  city. 

“ That  it  appeared  to  the  committee  that  the  mayor  and  council  had  taken  upon  them  to 
make  a lease  for  ever,  at  a trifling  rent,  to  Alderman  Arthur  Roche,  of  the  greatest  part  of 
the  hospital  lands,  which  were  before  constantly  enjoyed  by  the  corporation  for  the  use  of 
the  poor. 

" That  it  appeared  to  the  committee  that  the  said  Arthur  Roche  had  acquired  so  great  an 
influence  and  power  in  the  common  council,  that  no  person  could  be  admitted  a freemau,  or 
common  councilman,  or  magistrate,  but  through  his  interest;  and  that  he  prevented  some 
gentlemen,  who  had  served  the  office  of  sheriff  in  the  city,  and  against  whom  he  admitted 
there  was  no  objection,  from  being  admitted  common  councilmen,  though  having  served  such 
office  was  the  usual  recommendation  to  that  board. 

“ That  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  that  the  interposition  of  Parliament  was 
absolutely  necessary  for  redressing  the  said  several  grievances  and  abuses,  and  for  preventing 
the  like  lor  the  future.”  • 

This  report  and  the  resolutions  wTere  printed  in  the  Journals  of  the  House,  and  ordered  by 
the  British  House  of  Commons  to  be  reprinted  in  1820.  ^ 

By  a letter  from  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Privy  Council  of  Ireland  to  the  Earl  of  Lgremoiit, 
his  Majesty’s  principal  Secretary  of  State,  dated  13tli  March  1762,  and  printed  in  the  Appendix 
B.  to  the  Report  of  the  Select  Committee  on  Limerick  Taxation,  in  1822,  No.  18,  it  appears 
that  in  consequence  of  this  Report,  and  after  an  ineffectual  opposition  before  the  Privy  Council 
on  behalf  of  the  corporation,  a Bill  was  prepared  and  transmitted  to  England,  entitled,  “ An 
Act  for  the  better  regulating  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  Limerick,  and  for  redressing  the 
several  Grievances  and  Oppressions,  under  which  the  Citizens  and  Inhabitants  of  the  same 
City  labour,”  and  which  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Privy  Council  recommended  *s  a proper 
and  reasonable  Bill  to  be  passed  into  a law.  No  further  progress,  however,  was  made  m this 
Bill;  but  the  influence  of  Alderman  Arthur  Roche,  so  much  animadverted  on  bv  the  com- 
mittee, appears  thenceforward  to  have  declined  or  yielded  to  the  more  powerful  interests  of 
the  families  of  Pery  and  Smyth,  the  ancestors  of  the  Earl  of  Limerick  and  Lord  discount 
G°rt.  A predominant  influence  in  the  common  council  finally  became  established  m the  latter 
of  these  families.  John  Prendergast  Smyth,  afterwards  Lord  Gort,  was  appointed  to  the  im- 
portant office  of  chamberlain  of  the  corporation,  which  he  held  for  many  years  previous  to  his 
death  in  1817,  when  he  was  succeeded  in  it  by  the  present  Lord  Gort,  who  held  the  office  unfil 
1823.  The  extent  of  the  influence  successively  possessed  by  these  noblemen  in  the  common 
“Weil,  is  shown  in  the  evidence  given  before  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  on 
Limerick  taxation,  in  1S22,  from  -which  it  appears  that  all  admissions  to  freedom,  and 
aPpointments  to  the  corporate  offices  were  generally  made  on  their  proposition  and  nomi- 
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nation,  which  were  acceded  to,  apparently  as  a matter  of  course,  by  the  common  council 
without  discussion.  We  have  not  found  that  any  material  diminution  of  Lord  Gort’s  influence 
in  the  common  council  has  since  taken  place ; it  is  exercised  in  recommending  individuals  to 
corporate  offices,  and  the  members  of  the  council  examined  before  us  admitted  its  extent 
while  they  justified  or  excused  it  on  public  grounds  of  attachment  to  his  lordship,  and  the 
confidence  of  the  council  in  his  experience  and  judgment. 

Ten  of  the  68  members  of  the  council  are  members  or  connexions  of  his  lordship’s  familr  • 
the  mayor  of  the  last  two  years  was  his  eldest  son,  the  mayor  of  the  present  year  (18.34)  is 
his  nephew;  and  of  the  two  principal  permanent  offices  of  emolument  in  the  corporation 
those  of  the  weighmaster  and  water  bailiff,  the  former  is  held  by  his  brother  and  the  latter  by 
his  eldest  son. 

Without  questioning  the  grounds  of  confidence  and  attachment  on  which  his  lordship’s 
influence  in  the  common  council  is  based,  it  is  obvious  that  such  a principle  of  action 
in  a municipal  body,  is  not  that  naturally  calculated  to  insure  public  confidence,  or  effect 
the  primary  objects  of  its  institution.  Nor  is  the  constitution  of  the  common  council 
in  other  respects,  adapted  to  the  situation  in  which  it  is  placed  as  the  governing  body  of  the 
corporation.  The  members  individually  are  gentleman  of  station  and  respectability,  and 
many  of  them  possess  large  properties  in  the  city  and  liberties,  but  of  the  whole  number  only 
two  are  in  any  way  connected  with  business,  and  it  must  tend  to  excite  a strong  feeling  of 
dissatisfaction  with  the  principles  on  which  the  selection  of  burgesses  has  hitherto  been  made, 
that  in  a wealthy  trading  community,  nine-tenths  of  whom  are  Roman  Catholic,  it  happens 
that  there  is  not  a member  of  the  chamber  of  commerce,  a respectable  merchant,  or  a Roman 
Catholic  in  the  council,  or  filling  any  office  of  the  corporation.  There  is  one  Protestant 
dissenter  a member  of  the  common  council. 

The  practice  condemned  by  the  committee  of  1762,  of  the  council  having  taken  upon  them- 
selves to  demise  the  greatest  part  of  the  corporate  estates  to  some  members  of  the  common 
council  for  999  years,  and  to  other  members  for  ever,  at  trifling  rents,  was  not  abandoned  by 
the  common  council ; but  the  numerous  demises  previously  made,  left  but  little  to  be  disposed 
of  in  later  years.  The  leases  made  prior  and  subsequent  to  1762  will  be  hereafter  noticed 
in  detail. 

The  approbation  of  the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred  continued  to  be  disregarded  in  the 
disposal  of  the  revenues,  until  the  re-establishment  of  that  court  in  1S23 ; but  there  does  not 
seem  any  foundation  for  supposing  that  the  common  council  have,  at  any  time,  since  1762, 
disposed  of  part  of  the  revenues  amongst  any  members  of  their  body,  as  appears  to  have  been 
found  by  the  committee  of  the  Irish  House  of  Commons  in  that  year,  with  reference  to  the 
then  existing  council.  However,  though  not  devoted  to  purposes  of  individual  advantage, 
the  revenues  of  the  corporation  appear,  for  a long  period,  to  have  been  disposed  of  without 
much  regard  to  economy  or  regularity  of  expenditure,  or  any  efficient  system  of  accounting; 
and  were  latterly  applied,  to  a large  amount,  in  defraying  the  heavy  costs  incurred  by  the 
common  council,  in  its  litigation  with  those  who  claimed  to  re-establish  their  rights  to  the 
freedom  of  the  city ; and  in  defence  of  the  exclusive  powers  of  the  common  council  on  the 
various  occasions  on  which  the  rights  of  election  and  the  constitution  of  the  corporation 
became  the  subject  of  investigation  before  committees  of  the  House  of  Commons.  A con- 
siderable debt  was  further  incurred  by  the  common  council  in  these  proceedings. 

72.  The  restoration  of  the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred  was  calculated,  and  naturally  expected 
to  afford  an  effectual  check  to  the  proceedings  of  the  common  council,  and  to  restore  the 
coiporation  to  its  former  more  popular  constitution ; and  accordingly  apprehension  seems  to 
have  been  early  felt  by  the  council,  of  the  resistance  of  this  Court,  and  was  exemplified 
in  its  proceedings  immediately  previous  to  the  day  on  which  the  4 Geo.  IV.  c.  126,  came  into 
operation. 

On  the  29th  August  1823,  two  days  before  the  Act  was  to  commence,  a special  meeting 
of  the  council  was  held,  at  which,  after  a report,  of  the  committee  of  accounts,  stating  various 
sums  due  for  salaries  to  the  officers  of  the  corporation  and  a balance  due  to  the  chamberlain, 
(Lord  Gort,)  and  other  sums  to  be  paid  to  alderman  Watson,  (one  of  the  committee,)  for 
advertising,  printing,  &c.  See.,  recommending,  on  the  opinion  of  counsel,  that  bonds  should 
be  passed  for  those  debts,  (which  was  afterwards  carried  into  effect,)  the  common  council 
proceeded  to  pass  a vote  of  thanks  to  the  chamberlain  for  his  zeal  in  defending  the  rights  of 
the  corporation ; and  resolved  that  they  considered  the  several  sums  expended  for  that  purpose 
to  be  a perfect  legitimate  use  of  so  much  of  their  revenues,  and  in  pursuance  of  the  directions 
and  authority  given  by  them  to  him.  They  then  passed  resolutions  for  payment  of  the  costs 
attending  the  appeal  committee,  and  the  expense  attendant  on  the  resistance  to  the  Regulation 
Bill,  and  voted  a sum  of  200  guineas  for  a portrait  of  Lord  Gort.  On  the  same  day  19  new 
burgesses  were  elected,  namely,  the  two  sheriffs,  eight  sons  of  aldermen  and  burgesses,  the 
Lord  Bishop  of  Limerick,  a clergyman,  the  port  surveyor,  and  surveyor  general  of  Excise, 
the  surgeon  and  assistant  surgeon  of  the- Limerick  city  militia,  and  three  gentlemen  of  the 
name  of  Vereker,  the  present  Lord  Gort’s  family  name.  A lease  for  ever  of  Scattery  Islan 
was,  on  the  same  day,  ordered  to  be  made  to  Sir  Christopher  Marrett,  a burgess  and  one  of  the 
committee  of  accounts. 

However,  the  council  has  succeeded  in  still  preserving,  almost  undiminished,  its  power  and 
control  over  the  corporate  affairs.  From  the  very  limited  number  of  freemen,  who  have  as  yet 
established  their  rights  to.  admission,  under  the  strict  legal  process  required  before  the 
committee  of  claims,  and  by  the  power  of  admission  by  grace  especial,  the  council  is  enab 
to  command  a majority  in  the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred. 

73.  The  members  of  the  common  council,  including  the  mayor,  claim  and  exerciser  as  1 
appears  they  formerly  did,  the  right  as  freemen,  of  attending  and  voting  at  the  Court  of  V Dyer 
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Hundred ; thus,  in  fact,  coming  forward  to  sanction  their  own  previous  acts  as  common 
councilmen ; and  although  it  is  stated,  as  we  have  above  noticed,  that  some  of  the  burgesses 
are  not  freemen,  we  do  not  find  that  they,,  on  this  account,  abstain  from  attending  the  Court 
of  D’Oyer  Hundred,  notwithstanding  the  third  section  of  the  Regulation  Act,  which  expressly 
prohibits  any  but  freemen  from  interfering  in  that  Court.  In  addition  to  their  own  members, 
and  such  of  the  more  independent  freemen  as  support  them,  the  common  council  receives  in 
the  Court  of  D Oyer  Hundred  the  aid  of  such  ot  the  inferior  officers  of  the  corporation  as  are 
freemen ; and,  with  few  exceptions,  of  the  freemen  who  do  or  did  belong  to  the  Limeriekjnilitia. 

On  a division  which  took  place  in  the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred  during  our  visit  to 
Limerick,  the  members  were,  in  support  of  the  council,  48,  and  against  it,  39?  Nine  of  the 
council  voted  in,  and,  in  fact,  made  the  majority ; and  about  16  others  of  the  majority  were 
officers  under  the  corporation,  and  persons  who  were  on  the  staff  of  the  Limerick  militia,  or 
had  been  in  that  regiment.  Some  individuals  of  the  common  council  do  not  attend  the 
Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred,  considering  the  attendance  of  the  members  of  the  council 
objectionable.  No  act  of  the  common  council  has  been  negatived  by  the  Court  of  D’Oyer 
Hundred  since  its  restoration;  and  the  feeling  of  the  inefficiency  of  that  court,  as  now 
constituted,  to  control  the  common  council,  appears  to  have  impressed  several  of  the  freemen 
with  the  inutility  of  attending  it.  The  common  speaker,  the  chief  officer  and  president  of 
the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred,  has  been  made  a member  of  the  common  council,  and  voted 
an  aunual  salary  by  that  body.  This  was  first  given,  as  for  his  costs  and  expenses  in 
supplying  stationery,  &c.  and  for  payment  of  a clerk  employed  by  him  at.  the  sittings  of  the 
court.  In  the  account  of  a subsequent  year,  there  is  a charge  for  stationery  supplied  to  the 
Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred,  but  latterly  the  same  sum,  £73  16s.  lid,  is  paid  as  a regular 
salary  on  the  annual  vote  of  the  council,  and  may  be  withheld  or  granted  at  their  pleasure. 

74.  The  arrangements  of  the  times  of  meeting  of  the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred  are  not 
calculated  to  give  its  members  much  opportunity  of  considering  the  acts  of  the  common 
council ; and,  in  fact,  they  know  nothing  of  these  acts  until  they  are  brought  before  them  on 
the  days  of  meeting,  and,  in  some  cases,  the  resolutions  of  the  common  council  are  submitted 
to  them  without  any  communication  of  the  documents  on  which  they  are  founded. 

It  is  not  surprising,  under  all  these  circumstances,  that  the  corporation  should  still  remain 
unpopular  with  a large  and  important  portion  of  the  community ; and  that  the  impression 
should  still  prevail,  as  we  found  it  to  do,  with  many  of  the  inhabitants,  that  the  corporation 
affairs  were  managed  rather  with  a view  to  the  interests  of  a particular  family,  and  the 
maintenance  of  exclusive  political  power  in  the  common  council,  than  to  the  advancement  of 
objects  of  public  utility  or  the  common  benefit  of  all  classes  of  the  citizens. 

75.  The  Mayor  is  a justice  of  the  peace  within  the  county  of  the  city  of  Limerick,  and  acts 
as  such,  both  at  petty  and  quarter  sessions. 

He  is  e.v  officio  a magistrate  of  the  county  of  Limerick,  and  it  has  been  suggested  as 
desirable  that  his  jurisdiction  should,  in  this  respect,  be  extended  to  the  counties  of  Clare, 
Cork,  and  Tipperary,  which,  with  the  county  of  Limerick,  surround  the  liberties. 

He  is  admiral  of  the  Shannon,  and  has,  under  the  charter  of  James  I.,  with  the  recorder 
and  aldermen,  very  extensive  magisterial  and  judicial  powers  connected  with  the  exclusive 
admiralty  jurisdiction  given  by  that,  charter;  and  the  mayor  is  thereby  empowered  to  con- 
stitute commissioners,  assistants,  registers,  and  other  officers  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty,  a 
court  which,  however,  seems  to  have  fallen  into  total  disuse.  The  mayor  has,  in  a late 
instance,  exercised  jurisdiction  as  admiral  with  advantage,  by  seizing  a vessel  bound  to  the 
Gold  Coast,  which  was  brought  into  the  Shannon  by  the  sailors  in  a state  ot  mutiny.  He 
also  considers  himself  entitled,  under  the  admiralty  jurisdiction,  to  enforce  the  process  of  the 
Court  of  Conscience  on  board  vessels  in  the  river. 

The  mayor  is  sole  judge  of  the  Mayor’s  Court  or  Court  of  Conscience,  and  is  chief  judge  of 
the  Tholsel  Court. 

He  is  named  first  in  the  commission  with  the  judges  at  the  assizes  for  the  county  of 
the  city. 

He  is  coroner  throughout  the  county  of  the  city  of  Limerick  and  the  parts  of  the  Shannon 
comprised  in  the  admiralty  jurisdiction. 

He  is  clerk  of  the  markets,  and  occasionally  accompanies  the  market  juries,  sworn  under 
the  Market  Jury  Act. 

He  superintends  the  expenditure  of  corporation  money,  on  repairs  of  bridges  or  corporate 
buildings. 

He  is  a trustee  of  Hall’s  Charity,  president,  of  the  Board  of  Superintendence  ofthe  City  Gaol, 
governor  of  the  House  of  Industry  and  County  Infirmary,  and  a trustee  ofthe  savings-bank. 

He  presides  at  all  meetings  of  the  common  council,  where  he  has  a casting  voice  in  case 
of  divisions,  and  he  directs  the  summoning  of  the  council  on  extraordinary  occasions. 


76.  He  appoints  a clerk,  the  four  seijeants  at  mace,  town  crier,  swondbearer,  constats 

and  ranger  of  the  exchange,  and  he  nominates  to  all  vacancies  which  take  place  durmgTns 
year  of  office  in  the  widows’  almshouse.  ' . . . 

He  appeai-s  to  have  formerly  had  the  privilege,  now  no  longer  exercised,  of  nominating  two 
freemen  during  his  year  of  office. 

77.  The  Salary  of  the  mayor  paid  by  the  corporation,  as  regelated  by  the  4 Geo  IV. 
0.  126,  is  £500  late  Irish  currency  per  annum,  recently  raised  by  an  act  of  the  council  and 
D’Oyer  Hundred,  with  the  salaries  of  the  other  corporate  officers,  to  British  currency. 

The  mayor  has,  also,  as  coroner,  a sum  of  80  guineas  per  annum,  presented  by  the  grand 
jury  of  the  county  of  the  city,  if  the  number  of  inquests  held  amounts  to  16  m the  year,  if 
less  than  16  he  is  only  paid  at  the  rate  of  Sve  guineas  for  each  inquest.  Eighty  guineas  is 
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the  maximum  allowance,  however  numerous  the  inquests;  and  in  the  years  1832  and  1833, 
they  have  been  20  and  26  in  number.  These  fees  are  as  regulated  by  the  statute  1 Geo.  iv! 
c.  23,  s.  2,  5,  but  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  utmost  limit  of  remuneration  should  not  be  reduced 
to  60  guineas,  under  the  4 Geo.  IV.  c-  43,  s.  8,  and  5 Geo.  IV.  c.  93,  s.  3. 

The°mayor  receives  one  quarter  of  a ton  of  coals  and  6 cwt.  of  salt  out  of  each  coal  and  salt  vessel 
confine  into  the  port,  estimated  as  worth  about  £45  per  annum,  and  one  salmon  each  week 
during  the  season,  from  the  corporation  salmon  weirs. 

He  is  said  to  be  entitled  to  oysters  from  each  boat  coming  to  the  quay ; this  perquisite  is 
very  seldom  received.  It.  is  probably  derived  from  the  grant  of  Inniscattery,  hereafter  stated. 
He  has  some  trifling  fees,  not  amounting  to  £L  a-yeai;,  on  signing  judgments  and  on  affidavits 
in  the  Tholsel  Court,  and  is  entitled  to  a fee  of  LOs.  6 d.  for  affixing  the  corporation  seal  to 
dockets  of  freedom  and  other  documents  requiring  it. 

There  is  not  at  present,  nor  has  there  been  for  several  years,  any  mayoralty  house;  there 
was  one  formerly  which  fell  into  decay,  and  was  disposed  oi  by  the  corporation. 

The  salary  and  incidental  emoluments  of  the  office  may  be  thus  estimated  at  about  £600 
per  annum,  a sum  which  cannot  be  considered  as  more  than  an  adequate  remuneration  for 
the  performance  of  the  various  weighty  and  responsible  duties  of  chief  magistrate  of  a district, 
containing  a population  of  near  70,000  persons.  The  mayor  does  not  incur  any  peculiar 
expenses  during  his  year  of  office. 

The  office  is  sought,  after  and  filled  persons  of  station  and  respectability,  by  whom  the 
duties  are  performed  in  person  with  attention  and  zeal. 

78.  The  ordina^Functions  of  the  Sheriffs  are  similar  to  those  of  such  officers  in^ounties 
at  larae.  They  3«by  the  charter  of  James  I.  required  to  hold  a County  Courrfrom  month 
to  month.  This  court  has  fallen  into  disuse.  A court  called  a Sheriff’s  Court  is  sometimes 
held  by  the  acting  sheriff,  in  which  sums  under  5s.  are  adjudicated  upon  in  a summary  way, 
as  hereafter  detailed.  The  sheriffs,  with  the  mayor,  are  judges  of  the  Tholsel  Court,  and 
one  must,  always  attend  its  sittings.  They  are,  ex  officio,  members  of  the  common  council 
during  their  year  of  office,  and  the  presence  of  one  of  them  is  necessary  to  constitute  a legal 
meeting.  They  are  the  returning  officers  at  elections  for  Members  of  Parliament  for  the 
county°of  the  city.  They  act  together,  and  equally  divide  the  fees  of  office.  They  do  not 
appoint  a sub-sheriff  but  employ  a clerk  as  an  assistant-  in  the  office  in  Limerick,  and  a 
returning  officer  for  transacting  the  official  business  in  Dublin;  to  the  latter,  who  is  an 
attorney  of  the  superior  courts,  they  pay  a salary  of  £40  a-year,  in  consideration  of  which 
he  charges  them  only  the  costs  out  of  pocket  of  any  business  done  by  him  for  them  in 
the  superior  courts  connected  with  the  office.  The  clerk  is  remunerated  by  fees  on  bail 
bonds,  which  the  parties  concerned  generally  employ  him  to  prepare,  and  by  fees  as  replevin 
clerk.  The  fees  on  bail  bonds  to  the  clerk  are  stated  not  to  amount  to  more  than  £20  per 
annum.  The  fee  is  10s.  6 d.  in  each  case. 

The  sheriffs  empannel  and  return  the  grand  juries  at  quarter  sessions  and  assizes  for  the 
county  of  the  city  and  market  juries.  Tne  return  of  grand  juries  at  the  assizes  is  the  most 
important  branch  of  their  functions,  and  will  be  hereafter  noticed  more  at  length. 

79.  The  sheriffs  receive  a Salary  from  the  corporation  under  the  4 Geo.  IV.  c.  126,  of 
£75  a-year  each.  They  are  also  allowed  annually  by  the  corporation  £20  for  the  rent  of 
an  office,  and  £50  for  clothing  the  bailiffs.  They  also  receive,  by  presentment,  front  the 
city  grand  jury  £12  of  the.  late  currency  at  each  assizes  in  lieu  of  fees.  They  receive  the 
statutable  fees  on  mesne  process  and  writs  of  execution  from  the  superior  courts ; these  fees 
are  uncertain  in  amount,  and  were  stated  to  us,  by  the  sheriffs  of  1833,  not  to  exceed  < — UU 
a-year  t.o  each  sheriff 

The  sheriffs  are  bound  to  provide  a suitable  equipage  for  the  judges  at  the  assizes.  ey 
pay  the  salary  of  their  returning  officer,  as  already  mentioned,  provide  stationery  and  ot  er 
incidental  expenses  in  their  office,  and  defray  the  expenses  of  passing  their  accounts  in  the  Lour 
of  Exchequer;  his  last  charge  varies  from  £15  to  £20 ; it  was  formerly  paid  by  the  corporation. 

From  these  deductions  the  actual  income  of  the  office  cannot  be  very  considerable,  and  e 
situation  was  described  to  us  as  one  more  of  honour  than  emolument. 

80.  On  the  expiration  of  their  year  of  office,  the  sheriffs  are  generally,  but  not  uniform!} , 

elected  burgesses ; and  this  is  in  fact  the  only  instance  we  have  found  of  an  approxima  ion 
to  any  settled  or  definite  principle  in  the  election  of  burgesses.  , 

By  an  entry  in  the  corporation  books  of  26th  June  1749,  it  appears  to  have  been 
considered  by  some,  that,  ex-sheriffs  were,  by  right,  members  of  the  common  council , u 
council  decided  against  the  right  by  a large  majority  (29  to  12.)  , . , 

The  sheriffs  have  the  appointment  of  the  keeper  of  that  portion  of  the  city  gao  "■ 
debtors  are  confined,  called  the  Sheriffs  Prison;  and  they  also,  subject  in  some 
to  the  approbation  and  occurrence  of  the  Board  of  Superintendence,  appoint  to  t e ° ‘ 

?ipler.  In  fact,  though  nominally  distinct,  the  offices  of  gaoler  and  keeper  ot  e , geg 
rison  are  always  held  by  the  same  person,  and  the  same  building  contains  al  ie 
of  prisoners  confined  on  civil  or  criminal  process  in  the  county  of  the  city. 

81.  The  Aldermen  have  few  peculiar  Functions : the  four  charter  justices  are  s^eC^f.  ^°0l 
amongst  them,  and  they  are  entitled,  as  already  noticed  in  our  account  of  t e un  ^.om 
the  mayor,  to  form  a part  of  the  Admiralty  Court ; a privilege  now  apparently  o so  - 
the  long  discontinuance  of  that  court.  *v»»rwise  in  the 

The  functions  of  the  aldermen,  as  members  of  the  common  council,  and  o 
election  of  officers,  we  have  already  detailed.  . •>  _„  An 

The  aldermen  have  not,  as  such;  individually,  any  emoluments  or  persona  pn  °enues  0f 
alderman’s  widow  is  entitled,  by  ancient  usage,  to  an  annuity  from  the  corpora  10 
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£8  of  the  late  currency  per  annum  for  her  life,  in  case  of  her  husband  dying  in  distressed 
circumstances,  but.  not  otherwise.  The  office  is,  in  other  respects,  merely  honorary. 

82.  A Burgess  on  being  sworn  into  office  becomes  a member  of  the  common  council  or 
governing  body  of  the  corporation.  This  does  not  appear  to  have  been  the  case  in  former 
times ; for  the  entries  in  the  earlier  corporation  books  frequently  run  thus : A.  B.,  burgess, 
was  elected  a member  of  the  common  council. 

The  burgesses  have  not  any  salary  or  any  incidental  emoluments,  except  exemptions  from 
tolls,  and  the  petty  privilege  of  receiving  a salmon  once  a-year  from  the  corporation  salmon 


weirs. 

Widows  of  burgesses  who  have  died  in  distressed  circumstances,  are  entitled  to  annuities 
of  £5  late  Irish  currency,  out  of  the  corporation  funds. 

A privilege  appears  to  have  been  claimed  in  1672,  by  one  of  the  Perv  family,  to  be 
admitted  a member  of  the  common  council,  fe  in  like  manner  as  his  predecessors,  in  right  of 
« St.  Mary’s  House,  enjoyed  such  privilege  as  a mayor’s  peer.”  This  may  have  been  as 
representing  the  lords  abbots  of  the  monastery  of  St.  Mary’s  w hose  possessions  were  granted 
to  the  Sexton  family  by  Henry  VIII.  and  came  by  marriage  to  the  Perys. 

The  claim  was  referred  to  the  recorder.  A claim  was  afterwards  made  by  the  same  person 
to  have  two  votes  in  the  council,  but  disallowed. 

83.  The  following  is  a list  of  the  members  of  the  common  council  at  the  time  of  our  visit 
in  October  1833,  distinguishing  those  resident  within  the  city  or  liberties,  and  those  not 
sworn.  The  number  of  non-residents  is  19.  The  figures  attached  to  each  name  show  the 
numbe^of  attendances  of  such  of  them  as  have,  at  any  time,  attended  during  the  43  meetings 
of  the  common  council,  held  from  July  1822  to  October  1833. 

Honourable  J.  P.  Vereker,  mayor  and  water  bailiff,  resident  9 


Sheriffs. 

Richard  Franklin,  resident  --------  2 7 

George  Sexton,  (not  then  a burgess,)  resident 0 

Recorder. 

Carew  Smyth,  non-resident  - - - - - - - -11 


Aldermen. 


D.  F.  G.  Mahony,  chamberlain  and  charter  justice,  resident  - - 40 

Henry  Watson,  charter  justice,  resident  ------  37 

John  Crips,  charter  justice,  resident  -------  22 

Thomas  Jervis,  charter  justice,  resident 21 

Philip  Smith,  resident  - --  --  --  --1 

Lord  Gort,  non-resident,  but  has  property  in  Limerick  - - - - 34 

Joseph  Crips,  non-resident,  but.  has  property  in  Limerick  - - - 1 

Arthur  Vincent,  non-resident,  but  has  property  in  Limerick  - - 12 

Francis  Lloyd,  resident  - --  --  --  --  7 

Edmond  Morony,  resident -33 

John  Vereker,  weighmaster,  resident  -------37 

Joseph  Gabbett,  resident  - - - ------  23 

Nicholas  Mahon,  resident  - - - - - - - - - 15 

Vere  Hunt,  resident  ----------14 

Henry  Rose,  resident --23 


Burgesses. 

Lord  Guillamore,  non-resident  - 

George  Maunsel,  resident  ------ 

John  Westropp,  resident  - - - - 

Edward  Morony,  jun.,  hide  cranemaster,  non-resident  - 

James  O’ Grady,  resident 

Bryan  McM  ahon,  non-resident  - - - - - 

George  Gough,  non-resident,  but  has  property  in  Limerick 
Henry  Browne,  non-resident,  but  has  property  in  Limerick 
Honourable  George  Massey,  non-resident,  but  has  property 
W.  C.  Purdon,  non-resident,  but  has  property  in  Limerick 
Thomas  Grady,  non-resident  - 

Arthur  Brereton,  non-resident  - 

Edward  Parker,  town  clerk,  resident  - 

Captain  John  Vereker,  resident 

Daniel  Gabbett,  resident  ------ 

John  Wallace,  resident  - - - - 

Major  Gough,  non-resident,  but  has  property  in  Limerick 
J oseph  Sargent,  non-resident,  but  has  property  in  Limerick 
William  Gibson,  resident  ------ 

John  S.  T.  Piercy,  resident  - 

Ralph  Evans,  resident  - - - - _ 

Garrett  H.  Fitzgerald,  resident,  treasurer  of  the  grand  jury 

Andrew  James  Watson,  resident.  - - 

Bishop  of  Limerick,  resident  (since  deceased ) 

John  Wilkinson,  resident  -----  ~ 

M.  C.  I. 


- 0 
- 1 

- 4 

- 16 
- 12 

- 19 

- 0 

- ' - 0 

in  Limerick  - 0 

- 0 

- 4 

- 0 

- 36 

2 

2 

- 21 

- 0 

- 3 

- ‘26 

- 31 

- 8 
- 26 

- 31 

- 0 

- 16 
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Amor  Vereker,  resident - - -17 

George  Lloyd,  resident  12 

Ralph  Westropp,  resident  - - - 7 

Rev.  James  Crampton,  resident 3 

John  Vereker,  jun.  resident 10 

Rev.  W.  Waller,  non-resident  - - 2 

Colonel  O’ Grady,  M.  P.,  non-resident 6 

James  E.  D’Estem,  non-resident 11 

Robert  George  Maunsel,  resident  - - - - - - - 0 

John  B.  Westropp,  resident 12 

William  Hunt,  resident --10 

W.  M.  Piercy,  resident  ..-------21 

John  Standish,  non-resident  - 4 

William  Furlong,  law  agent,  non-resident 1 

Henry  Vereker,  resident, 6 

Henry  M ahon,  resident  - 6 

Ralph  W.  Brereton,  resident 2 

Thomas  G.  Coppinger,  resident 0 

Eyre  Smyth,  resident 0 


Burgesses  elected  and  not  sworn  in. 

Rev.  John  Palliser,  non-resident. 

Colonel  Palliser,  non-resident. 

Major  General  Sir  A.  Fitzgerald,  non-resident. 

John  Ferrier  Hamilton,  non-resident. 

Colonel  Thomas  White,  non-resident. 

Bishop  of  Limerick,  non-resident. 

84.  The  Recorder  by  the  charter  of  James  I.  is  a justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  the 
city  of  Limerick,  and  sits  as  such  at  the  city  quarter  sessions,  where,  under  the  21  and  22 
Geo.  III.  c.  42,  and  39  Geo.  III.  c.  55,  no  trial  can  be  proceeded  on  except  in  the  presence 
of  this  officer,  or  his  deputy,  being  ’a  barrister  of  not  less  than  six  years  standing. 

The  present  recorder  does  not  sit  at  petty  sessions,  or  take  informations  as  a magistrate, 
stating  his  opinion  to  be,  that  the  person  who  makes  the  preliminary  investigation  of  the  case 
should  not  be  the  person  afterwards  to  try  it.  This  is  an  objection  which  equally  applies  to 
the  attendance  of  all  magistrates  at  quarter  sessions.  _ 

The  recorder  is  constituted  by  the  charter  of  James  I.  a member  of  the  Admiralty  Court, 
thereby  created.  Fie  is  assessor  of  the  Tholsel  Court  to  the  mayor  and  sheriffs. 

He  is  the  legal  adviser  of  the  corporation.  Fie  is,  as  already  noticed,  a member  of  the 
committee  of  claims,  and  acts  as  the  legal  adviser  of  the  committee,  and  is,  in  fact,  the 
principal  member  of  it. 

The  present  recorder  was  appointed  in  1820  ; he  is  a practising  barrister,  almost  constantly 
residing  in  Dublin,  and  attending  the  courts  there,  visitirtg  Limerick  only  at  the  quarter 
sessions  and  assizes.  He  attends  the  latter  as  a member  of  the  Munster  circuit. 

The  effect  of  his  non-residence  on  the  business  and  practice  of  the  Tholsel  Court  will  be 
hereafter  stated.  It  is  a subject  of  complaint  both  with  reference  to  the  civil  and  criminal 
business  of  the  local  jurisdictions,  but  does  not.  appear  to  have  been  at  any  time  noticed  by 
the  common  council. 

The  last  recorder  resided  permanently  in  Limerick. 

85.  The  recorder’s  Salary  from  the  corporation  was,  at  the  time  of  the  appointment  of  the 

present  recorder,  £100  late  currency,  and  is  now  £200  a-year  under  the  22d  section  ot  the 
Limerick  Regulation  Act,  besides  which  he  receives  a fee  of  5s.  of  the  late  currency,  on  ie 
entry  of  each  judgment  in  the  rule  book  of  the  Tholsel  Court.  These  fees  are  of  very  trifling 
annual  amount.  . , 

It  is  evident  that  this  salary  is  not  sufficient  to  induce  a barrister  of  the  qualifications  an 
experience  required  for  so  important  a situation  to  become,  on  that  account  solely,  a cons  an 
resident.  There  is  not  any  barrister  residing  in  Limerick  and  confining  himself  entirely  o 
local  practice.  A few  reside  there  during  the  vacations.  . . 

The  present  recorder  has  publicly  declared  that  on  any  occasion  when  his  attendance 
should  be  required,  he  would  come  from  Dublin  for  the  purpose,  and  that  his  appoin  men 
should  not  stand  in  the  way  of  the  election  of  any  barrister  of  character  who  would  un  e a 
to  reside  in  Limerick.  He  has  not  been  called  upon  to  go  from  Dublin  for  any  particu  ai  case, 
but  has  occasionally  remained  at  the  request  of  parties  a short  time  after  quarter  session  . 
To  meet  the  difficulties  arising  from  his  non-attendance  at  the  Tholsel  Court,  he  some  i ^ 
deputes  a barrister  to  attend  it,  and  sometimes  advises  the  court  on  written  statemen  s se^. 
him  to  Dublin,  the  statements  being  previously  agreed  upon  by  the  litigant  parties, 
agents,  and  forwarded  to  him  through  the  mayor  or  town  clerk.  He  of  course  answers 
statements  without  fee,  the  practice  affording  him,  in  fact,  a convenient  mode  of  disc  a gi  r 
part  of  his  duty  as  recorder.  r v,  ' r of  the 

The  recorder  has  no  patronage  except  the  unimportant  appointment  of  the  crie 
court. 

86.  The  Charter  Justices  attend  the  petty  and  quarter  sessions,  and  act  general  y 
magistrates  within  the  county  of  the  city. 

They  have  not  any  salary  or  emoluments. 
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87.  The  Town  Clerk  is  also  clerk  of  the  Crown  and  clerk  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  the 
city  of  Limerick.  He  issues  the  summonses  for  all  meetings  of  the  council  attends  at  the 
meetings,  and  records  their  proceedings  in  the  common  council  books.  He  attests  all 
corporate  acts,  and  signs  and  gives  certificates  of  freedom,  and  enters  copies  of  the  cham- 
berlain’s accounts  and  affidavits  under  the  Regulation  Act.  He  is  also  register  of  the 
Tkolsel  Court,  issues  its  processes,  takes  bail,  attends  the  sittings,  enters  and  records  all 
proceedings,  and  taxes  and  certifies  the  costs.  As  clerk  of  the  peace  and  clerk  of  the  Crown, 
be  attends  the  quarter  sessions,  prepares  the  indictments  and  presentments,  issues  sum- 
monses, attends  the  court,  and  enters  and  records  its  proceedings.  He  also  attends  the  assizes 
for  the  county  of  the  city,  and  performs  the  usual  duties  of  the  office  of  a clerk  of  the  peace 
in  respect  of  spirit  licences  and  certificates,  certificates  and  affidavits  for  registering  trees, 
affidavits  and  certificates  of  registry  of  arms,  &c. 

• He  is  bound  by  the  17th  section  of  the  Regulation  Act,  under  a penalty  of  £200,  to  make 
out  lists  of  the  names  and  residences  of  all  persons  elected  or  admitted  to  the  freedom  of  the 
city,  or  to  whom  the  freedom  shall  be  granted,  and  to  sign  such  lists  and  post  them  on  the 
doors  of  the  parish  churches  of  St.  Mary,  St.  J ohn,  and  St.  Munchins,  in  the  city,  and  on  the 
doors  of  the  Exchange,  and  court  house,  within  48  hours  after  they  shall  be  so  elected  or 
admitted,  or  the  freedom  shall  have  been  so  granted  to  them. 

88.  The  salary  of  the  Town  Clerk,  paid  by  the  corporation,  is  £50  per  annum ; he  is 
entitled  to  a fee  of  10s.  6 d.  on  the  admission  of  each  freeman  for  giving  a docket  thereof  on 
parchment,  if  required  by  the  freeman,  but  not  otherwise.  From  the  few  admissions  of  late 
years  these  fees  are  trifling.  He  also  has  several  fees  as  register  of  the  Tholsel  Court,  which 
will  be  specified  in  the  account  of  that  court.  The  town  clerk  has  not  kept  any  account  of 
the  annual  receipts  from  these  fees. 

As  cleik  of  the  Crown  and  peace  for  the  county  of  the  city,  he  receives  by  presentment 
from  the  city  grand  jury  the  regulated  salary  of  £180  Irish  per  annum,  or  £166  3s.  of  the 
imperial  currency. 

He  also  receives  the  various  fees  attached  to  the  offices  of  clerk  of  the  Crown  and  clerk  of 
the  peace,  of  the  annual  amount  of  which  no  account  has  been  kept. 

His  salary  and  emoluments  from  all  those  sources  probably  reach  £300  per  annum. 
The  present  town  clerk  has  filled  the  office  for  22  years.  The  state  of  his  health  at  the  time 
of  our  visit  rendered  him  incapable  of  attending  before  us,  but  he  had  such  returns  furnished 
to  us  as  we  required. 

89.  The  town  clerk  appoints  a Deputy  who  aids  him  in  the  discharge  of  his  various  duties, 
but  the  deputy  does  not  appear  to  be  recognised  as  an  officer  of  the  corporation.  He, 
however,  claims  and  receives  by  usage  the  following  fees : 

s.  d. 


For  each  seal  - - - - - 0 10 

Attending  Court  of  Inquiry,  where  property  attached  is 

claimed  by  a third  person  - - - - 5 0 


Attending  said  trial  on  a writ  of  inquiry  to  assess 
damages  by  jury  ------ 

On  affixing  the  city  seal 

Search  in  relation  to  Crown  business  - 


90.  The  Chamberlain  is  the  general  receiver  of  the  rents  of  the  corporate  properties, 
which  he  disburses  in  payment  of  salaries  to  the  officers,  and  otherwise,  as  ordered  by  the 
common  council  and  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred. 

He  keeps  accounts  of  these  receipts  and  disbursements,  and  by  the  20th  section  of  the 
Regulation  Act  he  is  bound  14  days  at  least  before  the  commission  day  of  each  assizes,  to 
lodge  with  the  town  clerk  an  account  signed  by  him,  containing  the  particulars  of  his  receipts 
and  payments,  and  distinguishing  the  times  of  such  receipts,  and  from  whom  and  upon  what 
account  received,  and  the  times  of  such  payments,  and  to  whom  and  by  what  orders,  and  to 
annex  to  this  account  an  affidavit  verifying  the  truth  of  it.  He  must,  within  the  same  time, 
deliver  a copy  of  this  account  and  affidavit  to  the  common  speaker. 

A rental  of  the  lands  of  the  corporation,  and  of  the  general  income  and  expenditure  thereof, 
must  be  annexed  to  the  account,  verified  in  like  manner.  The  form  of  affidavit  is  given  m 
schedule  B.  to  the  Act.  By  this  regulation  the  town  clerk  and  common  speaker  have  the 
accounts  about  two  months  before  the  meetings  of  the  common  council  and  D Oyer  Hundred. 

The  chamberlain  attends  the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred  with  the  vouchers  for  examination  ; 
and  the  same  section  of  the  Act  provides  that  he  shall  not  be  allowed  m his  account  any 
sums  he  shall  not  have  actually  paid  and  produced  vouchers  for,  and  which  shall  not  be  paid 
pursuant  to  the  direction  of  the  Court  of  Common  Council  and  D’Oyer  Hundred  assembled, 
or  pursuant  to  the  directions  Qf  the  Act,  and  in  such  order  of  time  as  shall  be  appointed  lor 

I?  is 'a  further  prorisiou  of  this  section  that  on  being  discharged  from  his  office,  the 
ohamberlain  shall  hand  over  to  his  successor  all  the  books,  papers,  and  documents  remaining 
in  his  hands.  , . . . . ~ , , 

The  chamberlain’s  accounts  are  not  now  submitted  to  the  committee  of  accounts  of  the 

The  offic^of  chamberlain  appears  to  be  considered  as  merely  ministerial,  and  confined  to  the 
receipt  and  disbursements  above  mentioned.  This  officer  considers  himseffi  bound  to  pay  any 
sum  ordered  by  the  common  council  and  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred,  and  that  he  is  not  at 

M.C.I.  42 
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liberty  to  exercise  his  judgment  as  to  whether  or  not  the  sum  so  ordered  is  or  is  not  within 
the  meaning  of  the  24th  section  of  the  Regulation  Act,  which  provides  that  after  payment  of  the 
salaries  of  officers,  no  part  of  the  residue  of  the  public  revenues  of  the  city  shall  be  disposed 
of  except  to  the  public  uses  and  charities  of  the  city,  nor  unless  an  order  shall  be  previously 
made  lor  such  disposition  of  it  by  the  mayor  and  common  council,  and  approved  or  by  the 
Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred. 

91.  The  chamberlain  is  entitled,  under  the  22d  section  of  the  Regulation  Act,  to  five  uer 
cent,  on  the  net  amount  received  by  him  for  the  use  of  the  corporation.  This,  on  the  first 
appointment,  of  the  present  officer  in  1824,  was  not  more  than  £100  or  £120  per  annum- 
it  is  now  about  £200.  Except  the  casual  advantage  (which  happened  only  within  the  last 
year)  of  holding  a balance  of  coiporation  money  in  his  hands,  he  has  no  incidental 
emoluments  or  privileges  connected  with  the  office. 

The  present  chamberlain  has  been  in  office  since  1826,  and  appears  to  be  an  intellio-ent 
zealous,  and  efficient  officer.  His  accounts  are  kept  with  regularity  and  accuracy,  and  he* 
afforded  us,  on  every  department  connected  with  his  official  duties,  the  fullest  information 
which  appeared  to  be  in  his  power. 

92.  The  Common  Speaker  presides  at  the  meetings  of  the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred,  and 
is  bound  to  summon  extraordinary  meetings  of  that  court  on  the  occasions  mentioned  in  our 
notice  of  it.  His  Functions,  in  reference  to  the  receipt  of  the  minutes  of  the  common  council 
and  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred,  and  the  chamberlain’s  accounts,  are  already  stated.  He 
examines  the  accounts  before  the  meetings  of  the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred,  by  comparing 
them  with  the  previous  minutes. 

He  has  not  any  negative  on  the  votes  of  the  court.  He  is  not,  ex  officio,  a member  of 
the  common  council. 

93.  There  is  not  any  Salary  provided  for  this  officer  by  the  4 Geo.  IV.  c.  126,  an  omission 
which  can  scarcely  have  been  accidental,  as  one  of  the  main  objects  of  the  Act  was  to  re- 
establish the  Court  of  D'Oyer  Hundred  and  office  of  common  speaker.  However,  notwith- 
standing this,  and  the  provision  we  have  just  noticed  in  our  account  of  the  office  of  cham- 
berlain as  to  the  disposition  of  the  revenues,  the  common  council,  in  the  year  1825,  two 
years  after  the  Act  was  passed,  came  to  a resolution  giving  the  common  speaker  a sum  of 
£80  Irish  currency,  by  way  of  remuneration  for  the  expenses  of  stationery,  and  the  employ- 
ment of  a clerk,  who  enters  the  proceedings  of  the  court.  This  sum  has  been  ever  since 
continued  by  an  annual  vote  of  the  common  council,  as  a salary,  and  sanctioned  by  the  Court 
of  D’Oyer  Hundred.  The  common  speaker  states  that  it  had  been  intended  originally  to 
make  the  amount  £150  a-year. 

The  present  common  speaker  has,  since  his  appointment,  been,  as  already  noticed,  elected 
a burgess  by  the  common  council. 

94.  The  Functions  of  the  Water  Bailiff  are  of  two  descriptions  ; one  relating  to  the 
condition  of  the  river  and  harbour,  the  other  to  the  execution  of  legal  process.  His  duties 
as  to  the  former  are  to  keep  the  bed  of  the  river  clear  of  obstructions  below  low  water  mark ; 
from  that  to  high  water  mark,  is  considered  the  private  property  of  the  individuals  who  own 
the  quays,  and  the  water  bailiff  does  not  deem  it  part  of  his  duty  to  keep  that  part  of  the 
river  clean,  except  at  the  Long  Dock  and  the  Custom  House  Dock.  He  also  keeps  the 
quay  at  the  Long  Dock  in  repair. 

He  is  stated  to  have,  but  not  to  exercise  the  power  of  fining  vessels  from  which  ballast  may 
he  discharged  at  improper  places  in  the  river;  and  it  was  formerly  part  of  his  duty  to  direct 
vessels  as  to  the  proper  places  of  discharging  ballast,  but  this  duty  is  now  performed  by  the 
harbour  master. 

In  consequence  of  an  arrangement  with  the  chamber  of  commerce  the  water  bailiff  is 
bound  to  keep  in  repair  14  buoys  placed  in  the  channel  of  the  Shannon,  and  the  chains  by 
which  they  are  moored. 

The  water  bailiff  executes  on  the  river  the  process  of  the  Tholsel  Court,  upon  which 
occasions  he  carries  a silver  oar  as  a badge  of  his  authority.  He  conceives  his  jurisdiction  in 
this  respect  to  extend  to  the  mouth  of  the  Shannon.  All  these  functions  are  performed  by 
deputy. 

95.  He  appoints  a Deputy  and  under  deputy ; the  former  at  a salary  of  £30,  and  the  latter 
at  a salary  of  £20  a-year.  There  are  also  persons  employed  by  him  at  certain  times  of  the 
year  to  take  charge  of  the  buoys  in  the  river.  The  expenditure  on  this  account  is  about  £25 
a-year. 

96.  The  Emoluments  of  the  water  bailiff  are  partly  derived  from  certain  fees  payable  by 
each  vessel  and  boat  frequenting  the  port  according  to  the  following  schedule  : 


s.  d. 

On  each  ship  from  the  pool,  to  Limerick  - 2 6 

From  Limerick  to  the  pool  the  like  - - 2 6 

Quayage  - - - - . - 26 

Ditto  for  every  boat  not  belonging  to  a freeman  0 6 
For  anchorage  of  every  ship  6 6 


They  amountto  125.  ll<i.  on  vessels  over 40  tons ; for  vessels  under  40  tons  there  is  no  fixed 
rate;  it  has  varied  from  3s.  6 d.  to  10s.  No  vessel  is  chargeable  until  she  comes  round 
“ The  Head,  which  is  at  the  mouth  of  the  Shannon.  If  the  vessel  anchors  in  “ the  Pool, 
which  is  about  three  quarters  of  a mile  from  Limerick,  the  charge  is  only  9s.,  being  6s.  6d.  for 
anchorage,  and  2s.  6 d.  for  arriving  at  " the  Pool.”  If  the  vessel  is  lightened  in  “ the  Pool 
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by  boats,  the  boats  are  not  charged ; but  if,  after  being  lightened,  she  comes  up  to  the  quay,  LIMERICK, 
she  is  liable  to  the  charge  of  4s.  for  quayage.  Boats  laden  with  turf  are  considered  liable 
to  the  charge  of  6 Ad.,  but  row  boats  are  not;  vessels  or  boats  owned  by  freemen  of  Limerick, 
or  by  freemen  of  the  town  of  Cardigan,  in  Wales,  are  exempt  from  these  dues.  This  exemp- 
tion is  considered  as  strictly  limited  to  vessels,  or  boats,  of  which  such  freemen  are  sole  owners, 
but,  in  practice,  a part  ownership  is  admitted  to  confer  the  privilege.  The  exemption  as  to 
freemen  of  Limerick  is  said,  by  the  deputy  water  bailiff,  to  be  only,  as  he  believed,  from  the 
charge  for  “ anchorage,”  but  they  are  not,  in  fact,  charged  any  of  the  dues. 

The  quayage  and  aucliorage  duties  are  printed  in  the  schedule  of  toils  and  customs,  called 
Corporation  Duties,  but  they  are  all  paid  to  the  water  bailiff,  and  do  not  form  any  part,  of  the 
general  revenues  of  the  corporation.  The  exemption  of  the  freemen  of  Cardigan  we  are  not 
enabled  to  account  for. 

By  Returns  made  to  the  House  of  Commons  the  average  gross  receipts  of  these  fees  for  a 
period  of  10  years,  ending  1823,  appear  to  have  been  above  £300  late  currency,  per  annum, 
and  the  average  expenditure  for  the  public  benefit  during  the  same  period  not  more  than 
£25  per  annum  late  currency. 

These  returns  are  printed  in  the  Appendix  B.  to  the  Report  of  the  Select  Committee  of 
1822,  No.  17. 

The  gross  amount,  received  on  ships  in  the  years  1830,  1831,  and  1832,  were, 

1830  - - £296 

1831  - - 312 

1832  - - 323 


These  sums  are  exclusive  of  the  fees  on  boats,  which  were  in  the  above  three  years  between 
£80  and  £90  a-year. 

The  water  bailiff  also  claims  a fee  of  2 d.  per  ton  on  all  ballast  discharged  from,  or  put  on 
board  vessels  in  the  port ; this  is  exclusive  of  the  cost  of  the  ballast,  which  is  supplied  by 
private  individuals.  It.  is  not  charged  to  the  full  amount,  especially  on  large  vessels  ; but 
the  water  bailiff  has,  sometimes,  received  it  on  so  much  as  70  and  80  tons.  The  water 
bailiff  gives  no  service  for  this  charge,  except  the  performance  of  the  duties  above  mentioned, 
in  respect  to  the  bed  of  the  rivei\ 

The  water  bailiff  has  also  a fee  of  6s.  8 d.  Irish,  on  attachments  from  the  Tholsel  Court; 
the  amount  of  these  fees  have  been  of  late  very  trifling,  but  were  computed  at  about  £20 
a-year  for  the  10  years  ending  1823.  Where  sales  take  place  under  attachments  executed 
on  the  river,  the  water  bailift  is  entitled  to  the  statutable  fees  under  the  6 Anne,  c.  14,  of  Is. 
in  the  pound  on  the  first  £100,  and  6d.  in  the  pound  on  all  sunis  over  £100 ; only  two  such 
sales  have  taken  place  in  the  last  20  years. 

No  attachment  issues  for  a sum  under  40s.,  and  the  present  deputy  water  bailiff  appears 
to  exercise  a gratuitous  jurisdiction  (in  which  he  states  that  he  acts  merely  as  a mediator 
without  any  remuneration)  in  settling  small  demands  against  persons  on  the  river,  at  the 
instance  of  the  creditors. 

The  expenses  attendant  on  the  office  are  about  £100  per  annum,  and  the  whole  duty 
being  done  by  deputy,  the  office  of  water  bailiff  is  a sinecure,  worth  to  the  present  possessor 
between  £200  and  £300  per  annum,  and  likely  to  increase  with  the  annually  increasing 
trade  of  the  city.  The  income  is  chiefly  derived  from  a tax  on  the  shipping  and  industry 
of  the  port  of  Limerick  without,  any  adequate  return  to  those  who  pay  it,  or  to  the 
inhabitants  at  large  while  the  duties  in  respect  of  the  river  and  port  are  such  as  more 
properly  belong  to,  and  might  be  with  advantage  consolidated  with  those  of  the  harbour 
master.  _ . 

The  present  water  bailiff  (the  Honourable  John  P.  \ereker)  is  only  in  office  siuce  the 
1st  of  April  1833.  He  was  mayor  at  the  time  of  his  appointment,  and  had  been  so  the 
preceding  year. 

The  deputy  has  held  that  situation  about  16  years.  . 

In  the  schedule  of  customs  returned  by  the  corporation  in  1672,  as  printed  in  the 
Appendix  B.  to  tile  Report  of  1822,  No.  II,  the  only  charges  appearing  to  relate  to  tins 
subject  are  the  following : 

s.  d. 


“ The  said  corporation  doth  take  out  of  every  ship,  or  barge,  that 
rides  in  that  harbour,  or  lies  at  their  key,  for  keyage  and 
anchorage  - - - --  - - " " 

“ And  towards  reparation  of  a chappel  in  the  cathedral  church  of 
Limerick,  and  kept  only  for  the  use  and  burial  of  merchant 
strangers  and  sea-faring  men,  and  built  and  repaired  by 
the  corporation  for  that  purpose,  which  is  called  the  duty  or 
custom  of  chappelage  


97.  The  Swqrdbeaxer  carries  the  sword  before  the  mayor  on  occasions  of  ceremony.  Heads  Sweater, 
also  as  public  appraiser.  He  has  a salary  of  £10  per  annum  from  the  corporation. 
r»o  mi.,  tt-  y-i  a. i.i a i.:iint  modor  TVip  nuftv  constables  act  under  tl 


so  as  public  appraiser.  He  has  a salary  of  £ 10  per  annum  irom  tne  corpoi  auuu. 

98.  The  High  Constable  acts  as  billet  master.  The  petty  constables  act  under  the  mayor, 
as  keepers  of  the  peace,  and  are  specially  hound  to  assist  him  in  the  diachaige  of  Ins 
magisterial  functions  They,  with  the  mayor's  Serjeants,  or  Serjeants  at  mace,  are  in  fact  the 
only  corporate  police.  The  salary  of  the  high  constable,  payable  out  of  the  corporate  revenues, 
is  £10  per  annum,  besides  which  he  until  lately  received  by  presentment  from  the  city  grand 
jury  £50  .a-year  late  currency,  as  conservator  of  the  roads  and  streets.  This  is  now  reduced 
to  £20. 


High  Constable. 
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Each  of  the  petty  constables  is  paid  £8  a-ycar,  and  is  clothed  at  the  expense  of  the 
corporation. 

99.  The  Serjeants  at  Mace,  or  mayor’s  serjeants,  execute  the  process  of  the  Tholsel  Court 
(except  on  the  river)  and  of  the  Mayor’s  Court,  or  Court  of  Conscience.  They  attend  the 
mayor,  and  assist  him  as  constables  in  the  discharge  of  his  official  functions. 

They  do  not  give  any  security  for  the  performance  of  their  duties.  But  the  present  officers 
were  described  to  us  as  being  very  trustworthy. 

Their  salary  is  £14  each  per  annum  from  the  corporation,  and 

They  have  the  statutable  fees  on  poundage  on  executions  from  the  Tholsel  Court,  and  the 
following  fees : 

s.  d. 


On  executing  each  action  or  attachment  - - 2 6 

On  executing  each  distringas,  and  summoning  jury  3 4 

Making  out  and  returning  panel  on  each  venire  - 2 6 

Drawing  return  on  attachments  - - - 2 6 

They  are  also  clothed  at  the  expense  of  the  corporation. 


The  present  serjeants  are  all  freemen. 

100.  Besides  the  ordinary  functions  of  such  officers  as  assistants  to  the  sheriffs  in  the 
execution  of  writs  and  summoning  juries,  the  Sheriffs’  Bailiffs  exercise  a jurisdiction,  said  to 
be  founded  on  immemorial  custom,  of  seizing  for  sums  not  exceeding  5s.  the  goods  of  the 
alleged  debtors,  without  any  written  process,  or  previous  authority  from  the  sheriffs.  They 
thus  compel  the  parties  to  appear  before  the  sheriffs  to  have  the  claim  decided.  The  bailiffs 
receive  a fee  of  lOd.  on  this  proceeding.  It  is  said  to  be  acquiesced  in  by  the  parties,  from  its 
having  been  so  long  in  existence,  but  the  sheriffs  have  latterly  very  properly  discouraged  it. 

The  sheriffs’  bailiffs  receive  each  a salary  of  £11  5s.  a-year  from  the  corporation,  and  an 
allowance  of  £50  a-year  is  made  to  the  sheriffs  to  provide  clothing  for  them. 

101 . The  Poundkeeper  takes  charge  of  goods  and  cattle  seized  on  attachments  of  the 
Tholsel  Court.  This  person  is  a livery  stable-keeper,  and  his  charges  for  the  keep  of  cattle 
and  storage  of  goods  are  greatly  complained  of,  sometimes  exceeding  the  value  of  the  article 
detained.  The  charges  must  be  paid  by  a defendant  coming  to  redeem  his  property  on  bail. 
But  should  the  plaintiff  pay  them  he  is  not  allowed  them  on  taxation  of  costs  against  the 
defendant. 

102.  The  Functions  of  the  Weighmaster  are  those  pointed  out  by  the  general  statutes  which 
regulate  the  office.  The  articles  weighed  by  him  are  corn  and  butter ; the  former  at  the  com 
market,  the  latter  at  the  butter  crane.  The  corn  market  house  is  the  property  of  the 
corporation,  who  pay  a rent  of  £52  10s.  a-year  for  it,  and  keep  it  in  repair. 

By  the  19th  section  of  the  1 Geo.  III.  c.  17,  the  weighmaster  of  Limerick  is  bound  to 
provide  one  convenient  weighhouse  in  the  English,  and  the  other  in  the  Irish  town,  to  be 
approved  of  by  a majority  of  the  wholesale  merchants  of  the  city. 

A weighing  machine  has  been  erected  by  the  weighmaster,  at  his  own  expense,  for  the 
use  of  which  he  charges  5d.  a load,  but  the  owner  of  the  grain  is  not  under  any  obligation  to 
make  use  of  it 

’ The  butter  crane  was  erected  by  the  weighmaster  at  his  own  expense.  The  charges  at 
it  are,  d. 

On  each  empty  cask  brought  to  be  weighed  and  branded  - - 1 

On  each  full  cask  brought  to  be  weighed  - - - - 3 

103.  The  Emoluments  of  this  office,  from  the  great  increase  of  the  corn  and  butter  trade 
in  Limerick,  are  very  considerable.  When  the  present  weighmaster  was  first  appointed, 
they  did  not  amount  to  more  than  £300  a-year.  The  average  annual  amount  for  three 
years  preceding  the  Butter  Act  of  1830,  10  Geo.  IV.  c.  41,  of  the  fees  of  the  butter  crane 
was  £1,470. 

The  fees  of  the  past  year  were  about  £150  under  this  average,  but  the  weighmaster  did 
not  claim  compensation  under  this  Act,  considering  the  loss  to  have  been  occasioned  by  the 
visitation  of  cholera,  and  not  by  the  operation  of  the  Act. 

The  annual  expenses  of  the  office  are  from  about  £250  to  £300. 

The  present  weighmaster,  John  Vereker,  Esq.,  was  at  the  time  of  his  appointment  a 
member  of  the  council,  and  nephew  to  the  then  chamberlain  of  the  corporation,  the  late 
Lord  Gort. 

104.  The  Functions  of  the  Hide  Cranemaster  are  performed  by  a deputy,  assisted  by  the 
inspector  appointed  by  the  trade.  They  consist  in  the  examining  and  weighing  hides  ana 
skins  brought  to  the-  crane.  It  - is  not  obligatory  on  the  owner  of  the  articles  to  have  them 
brought  there. 

The  fees  are  those  regulated  by  statute,  and  are  calculated  as  producing  about  £100  per 
annum,  after  paying  all  expenses. 

The  present  hide  cranemaster  is  a member  of  the  common  council. 

105.  The  Ranger  of  the  Exchange  is  a mere  caretaker  of  that  building,  which  is  the 
property  of  the  corporation,  and  in  which  he  resides.  His  salary  is  £17  per  annum. 

106.  The  Bellmen  receive  salaries  of  £3  a-year  each  from  the  corporation. 

107.  The  Organist  performs  at  the  cathedral  during  divine  service;  he  is  paid  £10  a-year 
by  the  corporation. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS  IN  IRELAND. 


367  LIMERICK. 


108.  The  Deputy  Clerk  of  the  Market  inspects  the  quality  of  meat  in  the  markets,  regulates 
the  potato  crane,  and  examines  the  weights  and  measures;  he  has  a set  of  the  standard 
weights,  and  goes  round  the  markets  with  the  market  jurors.  He  reports  abuses  to  the 
mayor.  He  also  made  the  corn  returns  while  required  by  statute. 

The  salary  is  £50,  paid  by  the  corporation  At  present  the  office  is  held  jointly  bv  two 
individuals,  sons  of  the  former  officer,  who  was  an  alderman. 

109.  The  Functions  and  Privileges  of  the  Freemen  as  members  of  the  Court  of  D'Over 
Hundred,  are  already  stated.  Those  who  are  duly  registered  under  the  Reform  Act  and 
resident  within  seven  statute  miles  of  the  place  of  election,  are  entitled  to  vote  in  the  election  of 
Members  of  Parliament. 

Thpy  are  free  from  the  tolls  claimed  in  Limerick,  but  we  have  not  found  that  they  enjoy 
any  privileges  in  other  places  under  the  general  words  of  exemption  from  tolls,  contained  in 
the  early  charters. 

We  have  already  noticed  their  exemption  from  the  water  bailiff’s  dues. 

The  number  of  freemen  registered,  as  qualified  to  vote  for  Members  of  Parliament,  at 
the  time  of  our  visit,  was  271,  and  of  freeholders,  leaseholders,  and  householders,  2,649 ; of 
the  latter  the  following  classes  appear  registered  to  February  1833  : 


£50  Freeholders  ... 

94 

£20  Ditto 

- 190 

£10  Ditto 

30 

40  Shilling  Ditto  ... 

- 695 

£50  Rentchargers  ... 

4 

£20  Ditto  ----- 

6 

£20  Leaseholders  ... 

I 

£10  Ditto  ----- 

22 

£10  Householders  ... 

- 1,468 

A few  of  these  are  also  registered  as  freemen. 


In  order  to  guard  against  the  infringements  of  the  rights  of  the  freemen,  it  is  by  the  13th 
section  of  the  Regulation  Act  enacted,  that  from  the  commencement  of  that  Act  no  freeman 
shall  be  allowed  to  act  as  freeman,  unless  he  shall  have  been  duly  admitted  to  his  freedom, 
and  take  the  oath  as  a freeman,  six  calendar  months  at  the  least  before  he  shall  so  vote,  under 
a penalty  of  £100  for  every  such  offence;  and  every  act  done  by  any  such  person  before  he 
shall  have  been  so  duly  sworn  and  admitted  for  six  calendar  months,  shall  be  void,  and  of  no 
effect : Provided  always,  that  nothing  therein  contained  should  extend,  or  be  construed  to 
extend,  to  any  person  entitled  by  birth,  marriage,  or  servitude  to  his  freedom. 

And  by  section  14,  a penalty  of  £200  is  awarded  against  any  mayor,  sheriff,  town  clerk, 
or  other  officer  of  the  corporation,  or  other  person  whatsoever,  who  shall  wilfully  and  frau- 
dulently antedate  or  cause  to  be  antedated  any  admission  of  a freeman. 

110.  The  county  of  the  city  of  Limerick  possesses  an  exclusive  criminal  Jurisdiction, 
exercised  by  its  magistrates  at  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions,  and  at  petty  sessions.  Assizes 
are  held  for  the  county  of  the  city,  at  which  the  mayor  is  joined  in  commission  with  the 
judges. 

The  local  civil  courts  are,  the  Tholsel  or  City  Court,  the  Mayor’s  Court  or  Court  of 
Conscience,  and  the  Sheriffs’  Court.  To  these  civil  and  criminal  courts  may  be  added,  the 
Court  of  Admiralty,  created  by  the  charter  of  King  James  I.  now  disused. 

111.  The  first  charter  of  Queen  Elizabeth  empowers  “the  mayor,  bailiffs,  and  recorder, 
for  the  time  being,  from  time  to  time,  to  deliver  the  gaol  of  prisoners  confined  for  felony, 
according  to  the  law  and  custom  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  to  do  all  other  things  which 
are  well  known  to  belong  to  the  delivery  of  the  gaol,  without  any  other  new  commission.” 
No  jurisdiction  is  exercised  under  this  power.  The  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions,  as  now  holden, 
is  founded  on  the  charter  of  King  James,  enabling  the  mayor,  recorder,  and  four  aldermen 
to  be  elected,  as  already  stated,  any  three  or  more  of  them,  of  whom  the  mayor  and  recorder 
were  to  be  two,  to  inquire  into,  hear,  and  determine  within  the  city  aforesaid,  at  all  times,  to 
be  limited  by  them,  “ all  manner  of  felonies,  homicides,  robberies,  assaults,  &c.  and  all  other 
misprisions,  offences,  and  crimes,  which  do  or  should  thereafter  belong  to  the  authority  of 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  to  hear,  determine,  give  judgment  and  correction  for  all  crimes  and 
offences  committed  within  the  said  county  of  the  city  of  Limerick,  treason,  misprision  of 
treason,  and  murder  only  excepted.”  To  these  are  now  added  six  additional  justices  of  the 
peace,  appointed  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  under  the  12th  section  of  the  Limerick  Regulation 
Act.  One  of  these  is  a member  of  the  common  council.  We  have  already  noticed  the 
statutory  provisions  requiring  the  presence  of  the  recorder  or  his  deputy. 

The  court  sits  four  times  in  the  year,  at  the  usual  periods  of  quarter  sessions.  Attorneys 
frequently  practise  there,  barristers  seldom. 

A Crier  is  appointed  by  the  recorder,  and  receives  £10  late  Irish  currency  annually,  by 
presentment  from  the  city  assizes  grand  jury. 

The  Grand  and  Petty  Juries  are  empannelled  by  the  city  sheriffs,  and  are  of  a respectable 
class,  not  confined  to  burgesses  or  freemen. 

The  cases  are  such  as  are  usually  tried  at  county  quarter  sessions.  Transportab  e e 

are  tried  there,  and  the  punishment  of  transportation  awarded.  The  practice  is  o hav  e 

custody  cases  tried  either  at  the  assizes  or  quarter  sessions,  whichever  court  Rrst  s.  js alt^ 
the  committal,  capital  felonies  being  reserved  for  the  Assizes.  Fines  imposed  are  paid  to  the 
County  Infirmary. 
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The  Number  of  Cases  tried  in  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions, 

In  the  year  1830)  (122. 

„ 1831  [were  <124. 

„ 1832.1  ( 04. 

It  may  be  justly  doubted  whether,  in  so  large  a city,  the  sittings  of  this  court  are  sufficiently 
frequent.  In  cases  of  appeal  from  the  petty  sessions,  serious  delays  may  occur  in  cases 
requiring  prompt  decision.  This  could  not  be  remedied  without  providing  for  the  residence 
of  the  recorder,  whose  presence  is  necessary  to  form  the  court.  The  recorder  stated  that  he 
considered  it  would  be  difficult  to  procure  the  attendance  of  jurors  if  the  court  was  held 
weekly,  hut  there  does  not  seem  to  be  any  necessity  for  its  sitting  every  week ; once  in  each 
month  would  probably  he  sufficient.  At  present  it  must  frequently  happen,  that  in  conse- 
quence of  the  court  not  sitting  more  than  four  times  in  the  year,  persons  committed  to  o-aol, 
charged  with  offences  too  serious  for  Petty  Sessions,  arc  obliged  to  undergo  a long  incar- 
ceration previous  to  trial,  productive  of  great  injustice  to  the  party  accused,  if  innocent,  and 
of  an  unnecessary  expense  to  the  public. 

112.  Petty  Sessions  are  held  twice  every  week,  on  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays,  at  which 
the  mayor  presides,  assisted  generally  by  live  or  six  of  the  city  magistrates.  These  sessions 
were  introduced  into  Limerick  before  the  passing  of  the  Petty  Sessions  Act,  under  which 
they  are  now  held.  On  the  criminal  side  petty  assaults  and  trespasses  are  heard  and  disposed 
of;  on  the  civil  side,  cases  of  servants’  and  labourers’  wages. 

The  average  number  of  cases  each  day  of  sitting  is  about  50,  of  which  the  number  of 
criminal  cases  greatly  preponderates.  Attorneys  occasionally  practise  there,  and  there  is  not 
any  rule  of  the  court  excluding  professional  men  from  attending. 

The  magisterial  business  of  the  county  of  the  city  of  Limerick  is  stated  by  the  Crown 
solicitor  of  the  circuit,  and  the  chief  magistrate  of  police,  to  he  now  very  properly  discharged, 
and  the  administration  of  justice  in  the  Court  of  Petty  Sessions  appears  to  give  satisfaction. 
The  fines  imposed  by  the  magistrates  at  petty  sessions  are  given  in  aid  of  the  funds  of 
Barrington’s  Hospital  (the  county  infirmary.) 

113.  The  chief  civil  court  of  the  city  is  the  Tholsel  or  City  Court,  the  jurisdiction  of  which 
is  expressly  given  by  the  charter  of  Henry  V.  already  stated.  Its  authority  is  pleaded  as 
prescriptive,  and  is  confirmed  by  the  subsequent  charters. 

The  Mayor  and  Sheriffs  are  the  judges  of  this  court,  assisted  by  the  recorder,  when  present, 
as  their  assessor,  who  in  practice  acts  as  sole  judge  on  trials  had  before  him  by  consent  of 
the  parties. 

The  town  clerk  acts  as  protlionotary,  and  the  process  of  the  court  is  executed  by  the 
serjeants  at  mace,  except  on  the  river ; in  which  case  the  process  is,  in  the  body  of  it,  directed 
to  a serjeant  at  mace,  but  is  at  foot  addressed  to  the  water  bailiff  or  his  deputy,  and  executed 
by  him. 

There  is  a crier,  appointed  by  the  recorder. 

This  court  now  holds  pleas  of  actions,  personal  only,  but  to  any  amount,  arising  within  the 
Jurisdiction  of  the  court,  which  is  coextensive  with  the  county  of  the  city  of  Limerick.  The 
charter  of  Henry  V.  gives  cognizance  of  pleas,  real  and  personal. 

The  court  sits  once  a-week.  The  court  day  is  now  Wednesday,  to  which  it  has  been 
changed  by  the  present  recorder.  The  old  court  day  was  Friday ; it  was  changed  at  first  to 
Thursday.  No  particular  court  day  is  mentioned  in  the  charters,  and  we  cannot  find  any 
sufficient  reason  for  the  change.  At  the  ordinary  weekly  Sittings  little  more  is  done  than 
entering  the  rules,  which  must  be  done  in  the  presence  of  the  judges  of  the  court.  There  are 
six  days  in  each  year  fixed  by  the  recorder,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  practitioners,  for 
the.  trial  of  causes,  namely,  the  first  Wednesday  in  each  of  the  four  quarter  sessions,  and  the 
same  day  at  each  assizes  for  the  city ; but  trials  seldom,  if  ever,  take  place  except  at  the 
assizes,  to  which  period  they  are  generally  postponed,  for  the  advantage,  it  is  said,  of  having 
the  attendance  of  counsel.  About  twelve  attorneys  practise  in  the  court.  Service  of  five  years 
apprenticeship  to  an  attorney  of  the  court  is  necessary  to  entitle  a person  to  be  admitted  to 
practise  in  it.  Nine  are  attorneys  of  the  superior  courts,  but  being  so  is  not  a necessary 
qualification.  Attorneys  pay  £20  stamp  duty  with  some  fees  of  court  on  their  admission, 
amounting  to  about  £3. 

There  is  no  regular  attendance  of  barristers. 

There  are  three  species  of  mesne  process  from  the  Tholsel  Court ; to  obtain  any  of  which 
an  affidavit  must  be  made,  before  the  mayor  or  one  of  the  sheriffs,  of  the  cause  of  action 
having  arisen  within  the.  jurisdiction  of  the  court.  These  processes  are  an  attachment,  against 
the  goods,  an  action  against  the  body,  and  a latitat.  The  last  is  returnable  the  next 
court  day  after  it  has  issued.  It  is  merely  serviceable  process,  and  is  analogous  to  the 
common  writ  of  capias  in  the  superior  courts.  It  is  seldom  resorted  to.  To  obtain  an 
" action”  or  “ attachment”  the  plaintiff  must  also,  in  his  affidavit,  swear  to  the  cause  of 
action, — in  the  former  case,  to  at  least  £20 ; in  the  latter,  to  at  least  40s.  It  is  not  in  any 
case,  considered  sufficient  to  swear  merely  to  the  residence  of  the  defendant  within  the  Ju>',5‘ 
diction.  The  " action”  and  “ attachment”  are  not  made  returnable  on  a day  certain  ; they 
are  supposed  to  continue  in  force  for  a year,  and  are  returnable  on  the  next  court  day  after 
being  executed  by  caption  of  the  person  or  goods.  In  practice,  a previous  summons  is  not 
served  on  the  party ; a summons  is  made  out  and  returned  non  est  inventus  by  the  serjeants 
at  mace,  but  this  is  a mere  form,  and  it  is  antedated  of  the  court  day  previous  to  that  on 
which  the  action  or  attachment  is  issued. 

It  is  stated  that,  by  immemorial  usage,  no  action,  or  warrant  to  arrest  the  person,  can  issue 
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during  what  is  called  the  privilege,  which  commences  on  the  4th  of  August,  the  fair  day  of  LlMHm-K 
Limerick,  and  holds  until  the  19th,  during  which  time  the  fair  granted  by  the  charters  of 
John  and  Edward  is  supposed  to  continue. 

Persons  arrested  are  committed  to  the  city  gaol,  if  not  bailed.  The  attachment  is  the 
ordinary  process  of  the  court.  The  officers  by  whom  it  is  executed  seize  goods,  according 
to  their  estimation,  to  the  amount  of  the  debt,  which,  if  not  bailed,  are  delivered  to  the 
poundkeeper,  and  kept  by  him  until  fiual  judgment,  when  they  are  sold  to  pay  the  debt  and 
costs ; but  if  perishable,  the  court,  on  notice  to  the  defendant,  may  order  an  earlier  sale. 

The  object  ol  the  “ action  and  “ attachment”  is  to  compel  an  appearance,  but  that  is  not 
sufficient  to  procure  the  discharge  of  the  person  or  goods.  For  that  purpose  bail  must  be 
given  by  two  householders,  each  justifying  in  the  amount  of  the  debt  sworn  to.  The  condition 
of  the  recognisance  is  for  payment  of  the  condemnation  of  the  cause,  and  not,  as  in  similar 
recognisances  elsewhere,  in  the  alternative,  to  pay  the  condemnation  money  or  render  the 
body.  The  bail  qualify  before  the  town  clerk,  on  24  hours’  notice  to  the  opposite  party. 

If  the  defendant  appears  to  either  the  action  or  attachment,  he  is  entitled  to  put  a rule  on 
the  plaintiff,  to  give  what  is  called  “ bail  of  prosecution,”  that  is,  security  for  costs ; but  he 
is  not  entitled  to  this  security  on  serviceable  process.  If  the  defendant  does  not  enter  an 
appearance  on  either  of  the  writs  of  “ action”  or  “ attachment,”  the  plaintiff  proceeds,  on 
their  being  returned,  to  obtain  interlocutory  and  final  judgment.  Writs  of  inquiry  are 
directed  to,  and  returned  by,  the  serjeants  at  mace.  Four  days’  notice  of  the  inquiry  is  posted 
on  the  Exchange  where  there  is  no  appearance  by  the  defendant. 

If  the  defendant  does  not  appear  to  the  latitat  on  or  before  the  second  court  day  after  the 
return,  the  plaintiff  may  enter  an  appearance  for  him ; this  is  done  under  the  authority  of 
the  statute  43  Geo.  III.  c.  53,  s.  3. 

The  pleadings  are  in  form  similar  to  those  in  the  superior  courts,  and  the  " New  Rules”  of 
practice  have  been  adopted  by  the  present  recorder ; the  rules  of  the  court  are  entered  from 
court  day  to  court  day,  which  is  from  week  to  week,  the  mayor  and  sheriffs  meeting  to 
form  a court  for  this  purpose.  The  rules  to  plead,  &c.  and  jury  process,  are,  as  in  the  superior 
courts.  The  foreman  of  the  jury  summoned  on  the  venire  must  be  a burgess.  Jurors,  in 
other  respects,  are  taken  from  the  usual  assizes  nisi  prius  panel.  According  to  the  ordinary- 
rules  of  the  court,  and  if  the  court  sat  for  trials  with  regularity-,  a defended  cause  would  be 
disposed  of  in  about  five  weeks,  and  in  an  undefended  cause  judgment  may  be  had  in  three 
weeks  from  the  return  of  the  process.  New  trials  are  not  permitted.  The  execution  issues 
against  either  body  or  goods.  The  proceedings  against  the  bail  are  by  scire  facias.  The 
proceedings  of  the  court  are  much  more  dilatory  than,  from  the  course  of  its  practice,  might 
be  expected.  At  the  time  of  our  Inquiry  a suit  was  depending  for  two  years  and  a half,  and 
a writ  of  error  was  expected  on  some  point  of  form.  Causes  are  seldom  tried  more  than 
twice  a year. 

Much  dissatisfaction  appears  to  exist,  as  well  with  reference  to  this  as  the  Quarter 
Sessions  Court,  at  the  non-residence  of  the  recorder.  Legal  questions  must  constantly  arise 
in  the  progress  of  a suit,  and  it  is  not  surprising  that,  as  stated  to  us,  parties  have  been  put 
to  expense  by  the  illegal  decision  of  the  mayor  and  sheriffs,  in  the  absence  of  the  recorder,  on 
a point  of  law  with  which  they  could  not  have  been  conversant.  In  fact,  no  tribunal  can 
be  worse  adapted  to  the  discharge  of  the  business  of  such  a court  than  that  of  annual  officers, 
without  professional  knowledge  or  practical  experience.  The  consequence  is,  that  the 
advantages  of  a comparatively  cheap  local  court,  and  of  that  expedition  which  its  rales  are 
calculated  to  afford,  are  almost  totally  lost  to  the  suitors,  by  the  practice  of  postponing  the 
trials  of  causes  to  such  distant  periods.  We  have  already  noticed  the  arrangements  made 
by  the  recorder  to  obviate  these  inconveniences  in  some  degree,  but  those  arrangements,  it  is 
manifest,  cannot  always  answer  the  intended  object,  or  be  satisfactory  to  the  suitors  of  the 
court. 


The  business  of  the  court  has  veiy  much  declined,  partly  from  those  circumstances,  partly 
from  others  hereafter  noticed.  It  was  stated  by  an  intelligent  practitioner  of  the  court,  that  if 
there  was  a resident  recorder  the  business  would  probably  revive.  The  costs  are  less  to  the 
suitor  than  in  the  superior  courts,  while  the  profits  to  the  attorney'  are  more. 

The  Costs  of  proceedings  in  the  Tholsel  Court  are  considerably  less  than  those  of  the  Costs, 
superior  courts,  for  large  demands ; for  small  debts  they  are  too  high.  They  are  taxed  by 
the  town  clerk.  In  a very  litigated  case,  in  which  the  sum  recovered  was  £50  8s.,  the  costas, 
as  taxed  to  the  plaintiff,  including  fees  to  counsel,  amounted  to  £18  18s.  6ct. 


The  following  bills  of  costs  were  furnished  to  us  : 

1.  A taxed  bill  of  costs  of  a cause  in  which  no  appearance  was  entered,  but  which 
proceeded  to  final  judgment  and  execution,  the  amount  was  £10  11s.  2d. ; of  which. 


There  were  for  court  fees 
Attorney’s  fees,  &c. 
Stamps,  &c. 


£ s.  d . 

2 19  11 
6 12  11 
0 IS  4 


2.  A like  bill  of  a judgment,  or  cognovit,  amounting  to  £3  14s.  /d. 

£ s.  d. 

Of  which  there  were  for  court  fees  - 1 10  ? 

Attorney  - - - - ' -do 

M.  C.  I. 


5 A 
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3.  A like  bill  of  a judgment  on  confession  amounting  to  £6  15s.  lid, 

£ s.  d. 

Of  which  there  were  for  court  fees,  &c.  2 0 H 
Attorney 4160 

4.  A bill  of  the  defendant’s  costs,  on  a judgment,  as  in  case  of  nonsuit,  amounting  to- 

£12  19s  3d.  £.  . 

ij  s.  a. 

Of  which  there  were  for  court  fees,  &c.  3 14  9 

Attorney  - 9 4 6 

Number  of  Causes.  The  number  of  causes  commenced  in  the  Tholsel  Court  of  Record  for  the  city  of  Limerick, 
for  each  of  the  three  years,  were. 


1830 

26 

1S31 

23 

1832 

21 

> same  period,  were. 

1830 

9 

183  L 

7 

1832 

4 

Removal  of  Causes. 


Mayor's  Court  or 
Court  of  Conscience. 


Practice  in,  and 
Fees. 


Number  of  Cases. 


Causes  are  frequently  removed  to  the  superior  courts  by  writs  of  error,  certiorari,  and 
habeas  corpus.  This  is  done  principally  for  delay,  and  is  extremely  prejudicial  to  the  practice 

A practice  which  appears  to  prevail  here,  and  is  said  to  be  sanctioned  by  long  usage,  is 
complained  of,  and  must  diminish  the  utility  of  the  court.  In  cases  where  goods  are  taken 
under  an  attachment  issued  in  the  name  of  the  mayor  and  sheriffs,  the  sheriffs  consider 
themselves  bound  in  case  of  an  execution  directed  to  them  from  a superior  court  against  the 
same  defendant,  to  return  a seizure,  as  sheriffs,  of  the  goods,  which,  as  judges,  they  had 
previously  given  possession  of  to  another  party,  and  to  take  them  out  of  his  hands.  The 
legality  of  The  proceeding  has  been  questioned  in  the  superior  courts,  but  not  decided. 

'The  Tholsel  Court  is  considered  a valuable  acquisition  to  the  citizens,  and  the  process  of 
attachment,  though  liable  to  abuse,  is  in  some  cases  highly  serviceable.  The  principal  points 
in  which  this  court  appears  to  be  defective,  are,  its  being  held  before  unprofessional  j udges, 
and,  for  small  debts,  the  amount  of  the  costs,  defects  which  may  be  remedied  by  the 
substitution  of  a resident  recorder,  with,  to  a certain  extent,  a civil  bill  jurisdiction. 

It  seems  also  desired  that  the  power  of  removing  causes  should  be  placed  under  some 
efficient  check,  that  the  serjeants  at  mace  should  be  selected  from  a more  respectable  class, 
and  be  obliged  to  give  security,  and  that  the  fees  on  storage  of  goods  should  be  fixed  at  a 
reasonable  rate.  We  have  not  found  that  the  practice  of  foreign  attachment  exists  in  this 
court. 

114.  The  Mayor  holds  a Court  of  Conscience  for  recovery  of  sums  under  40s.  late  currency. 
The  authority  under  which  this  court  is  held  is  not  derived  from  any  charter  or  statute; 
but,  in  the  year  1827,  on  the  trial  of  an  action  brought  against  the  mayor  by  a person 
committed  under  a warrant  of  the  court,  it  was  found  by  the  jury  that  the  jurisdiction  existe 
by  prescription.  (Hogan  v.  Mahon,  1 Hudson  and  Brooke’s  Reports,  286.)  The  jurisdiction 
is  claimed  for  all  actions  of  contract,  debt,  or  wages,  to  the  amount  of  40s.  of  the  late  currency. 
There  was  some  evidence  at  the  above-mentioned  trial  of  jurisdiction  in  all  actions. 

The  proceeding  is  by  summons  in  the  name  of  the  mayor,  served  on  the  defendant,  tor 
which  6d.  is  paid  to  the  serjeants  at  mace.  If  the  defendant  appeavs  on  this  summons,  e 
case  is  -at  once  disposed  of,  unless  it  involves  the  consideration  of  some  legal  question,  w en 
the  mayor  dismisses  it  without  prejudice  to  the  party’s  right  to  appeal  to  another  court,  m 
which  case  the  parties  generally  go  before  the  assistant  barrister.  If  there  is  no  appearance 
by  the  defendant,  it  is  so  recorded  by  the  clerk,  and  also  by  the  mayor  himself,  in  a boo  'ep 
for  the  purpose ; and  the  plaintiff  is  at  liberty  to  issue  a secoud  summons,  which  also  cos  a 
6d. ; should  the  defendant  not  appear  to  the  second  summons,  the  service  of  the  summons  is 
sworn  to,  aud  a process  called  “ a warrant  of  contempt”  issues.  This  latter  process  is  ser\ 
by  one  of  the  mayor’s  constables,  for  which  he  receives  Is.,  and  Is.  is  also  paid  on  it  to 
rrlayor’s  clerk.  If  the  parties  appear  on  this  process,  the  case  is  heard  as  if  on  the 
summons ; if  not,  the  service  of  the  “ contempt”  is  sworn  to  by  the  constable,  and  1 e e 
is  proved  on  oath  by  the  plaintiff,  to  whom  it  is  adjudged  accordingly.  ,,  v • - ^ • 6fact 

then  paid  a third  process  is  issued,  which  is  called  a “ marshal  contempt,’  which  is,  m > 
a warrant  of  arrest  and  committal,  and  under  which  the  defendant  is  arrested  by  the  cons  a , 
and  lodged  in  the  city  gaol  until  he  pays  the  debt  and  the  costs  of  the  summons  and  uarr 
aud  pf  the  arrest,  or  unless  the  mayor,  from  his  inability  to  do  so,  releases  him  on  an  u 
taking  to  pay  the  debt  by  instalments.  The  mayor’s  clerk  receives  Is.  on  the  m v 

contempt  also ; the  constable  receives  Is.  on  the  arrest.  The  mayor  does  not  eri 
fees  from  this  court. 

The  Number  of  Cases  disposed  of  each  day  of  sitting,  which  is  every  Thursday,  average* 
120;  about  one-half  of  which  are  heard,  on  the  rest  there  is  no  appearance ; an 
these,  the  mayor  occasionally  issues  what  are  called  tf  sight  summonses,  u"de ^ 0f. 
jurisdiction,  by  which  the  parties  are  at  once  heard,  and  their  cases  summarily  P 
These  summonses  are  disposed  of  on  other  days  besides  the  regular  court  day. 
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Disputed  claims  to  tolls  have  been  brought  before  the  mayor  in  this  court  by  the  lessee,  LIMERICK, 
and  adjudicated  upon  by  him,  and  in  one  instance  the  defendant  was  arrested  and  committed 
to  craol.  His  jurisdiction  on  such  claims  was  objected  to  as  head  of  the  corporation  to  whom 
111° tolls  belong.  The  mayor  justified  his  adjudicating  on  them  on  the  ground  that  he  felt 
no  personal  interest  in  the  matter,  and  only  signed  the  iease  of  the  tolls  as  the  officer  of  the 
corporation.  We  think  the  practice  objectionable. 

Rehearings  are  never  allowed.  This  court  is  useful  to  the  poorer  classes.  The  duty  of 
the  mayor  in  it  is  laborious,  and  on  the  whole  appeared  to  us  to  be  very  efficiently 
discharged. 

115.  We  have  already,  in  our  notice  of  the  functions  of  the  sheriffs’  bailiffs,  stated  the  Sheriffs'  Court, 
peculiar  jurisdiction  which  appears  to  be  exercised  by  the  sheriffs  for  the  adjudication  of 

claims  under  5s.  of  the  late  currency ; the  exercise  of  this  summary  jurisdiction  has  latterly 
been  properly  discountenanced. 

One  of  the  present  sheriffs  stated  that  he  uniformly  dismissed  such  cases,  and  compelled 
the  bailiff  to  return  the  fee  of  lOd  paid  to  him,  unless  the  parties  voluntarily  came  before 
him,  in  which  case,  under  the  sanction  of  usage,  he  adjudicated  upon  the  claim  while 
condemning  the  practice. 

116.  In  the  abstract  which  we  have  given  of  the  charter  of  King  James  I.  the  exclusive  Admiralty  Court, 
and  very  extensive  Admiralty  jurisdiction  conferred  thereby  upon  the  corporation  has  been 

described.  The  Court  has  long  fallen  into  disuse.  In  the  year  1765  it  appears  to  have  been 
formally  held  in  the  island  of  Inniscattery,  on  occasion  of  perambulating  the  boundaries  for 
the  mere  purpose,  of  preserving  evidence  of  the  corporate  rights.  Some  of  the  privileges 
annexed  to  the  office  of  admiral  are  still  claimed ; such  as  a right  to  royal  fish  within  the 
limits,  and  the  more  important  one,  of  executing  writs  on  the  Shannon,  both  out  of  the 
criminal  and  civil  courts  of  the  city,  is  still  exercised. 

117.  The  Assistant  Barrister  for  the  county  of  Limerick  sits  at  Limerick  for  the  trial  of  Assistant  Barris- 
civil  bill  cases  within  the  county  of  the  city  twice  in  each  year,  under  the  authority  of  ter  s Court- 

36  Geo.  III.  c.  25.  s.  53. 


118.  There  is  no  local  Police  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  corporation,  except  the  mayor’s  Police, 
constables,  and  the  Serjeants  at  mace,  who  are  bound  to  assist  in  the  preservation  of  the  peace. 

The  general  duties  of  police  are  performed  by  a portion  of  the  constabulary  force  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Peace  Preservation  Acts. 

The  force  stationed  in  Limerick  for  the  city  and  liberties,  consists  of  a chief  constable,  six 
constables,  and  33  sub-constables.  Their  principal  station  is  in  St.  Michael’s  parish,  where 
the  barrack  is  situate ; but  they  have  daily  and  nightly  stations  in  different  other  parts  of 
the  city.  . . 

The  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  St.  John  assess  themselves  for  watching  and  lighting  that 
parish.  This  is  a voluntary  assessment  made  at  vestry  ; it  amounts  to  about  £130  a-year. 

There  are  private  watchmen  and  lights  maintained  by  individuals  in  other  parts  of  the  old 
city,  but  with  this  exception  that  part  of  the  city  is  not  lighted,  or  provided  with  a nightly 
watch.  The  corporation  incurs  no  expense  whatever  for  these  puiposes ; the  paving  is 
repaired  by  presentment,  of  the  city  grand  jury,  with  the  exception  of  the  Parteen  Causeway, 
and  Thomond,  and  the  New  Bridges,  which  are  repaired  by  the  corporation.  The  general 
state  of  the  pavement  and  flagging  of  the  old  city  is  very  indifferent,  and  the  old  city  presents, 
in  this,  and  many  other  respects,  a marked  contrast  to  the  parish  oi  St.  Michael  s. 

The  public  institutions  are  supported  by  presentment  of  the  city  assizes  grand  jury,  and 
the  chief  burden  of  local  taxation  is  imposed  by  this  body.  A very  small  portion  ot  the  sums 
presented  by  them  is  now  applotted  on  the  city,  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  sum  ot  £500 
late  Irish  currency,  from  the  commissioners  of  St.  Michael’s  parish,  the  public  monies  are 
almost  exclusively  levied  from  the  liberties. 

119.  The  Assizes  Grand  Jury  is  empannelled  and  returned  by  the  sheriffs,  and  is  City  Grand  Jury, 
composed,  in  a great  proportion,  of  members  of  the  common  council,  with  other  gentlemen 

taken  from  the  more  respectable  of  the  inhabitants  at  large.  , 

The  selection  of  grand  jurors  was  for  many  years  a serious  and  just  subject  of  complaint  by 
the  inhabitants,  as  being  almost  exclusively  taken  from  the  members  and  supporters  of  the 
common  council,  and,  with  few  exceptions,  confined  to  Protestants. 

The  composition  of  the  grand  juries  has  been  improved  in  these  respects  since  I8-b 
and  the  proportion  of  Roman  Catholics  somewhat  increased;  but  it  is  still  alleged  not 
sufficiently  so.  The  majority,  however,  is  stUl  generally  composed  of  members lof  the 
corporation,  and  dissatisfaction  is  expressed  that  a greater  number  of  *6  mer^ntde  1 body  is 
not  summoned.  It  was  stated  to  us  by  one  of  the  late  sheriffs,  *’“'.**“ 
chosen  by  him  without  reference  to  sect,  party,  or  politics;  bu e ^ S nr> 


cnosen  bv  him  witnout  reierence  io  sen,  «*■  — > , , ° n_  th*. 

excluded 'from  the  corporation,  and  who  find  so  many  of  its  members 

- expected  to  be  entirely  free  from  a suspicion  that  the  pow  er  of  .election 

a corporate  body,  such  as  we  have  described,  is  not  unive 
corporate  interests.  The  same  gentleman  stated  that 
care  to  summon  on  the  grand  jury  the  representatives  of  five  different  - *d 

the  landed  interest,  the  Mercantile  interest t,  the . 


me  landed  interest,  the  mercantile  iiilcjcoi.,  me  - . . , 

Roman  Catholics  The  first  of  these,  from  the  mode  in  which  the  grand  jury  cess  is  imposed, 
are  reallv  the  uarties  to  be  most  attended  to,  as  they  almost  exclusively  constitute  the  rate 
payers  ^The  corporation,  save  in  reference  to  its  property  m the  liberties,  which  is  mconsi- 
derable,  has,  in  S corporate  capacity,  no  peculiar  connexion  with  the  business  °f  ‘he  grand 

M.  C.l. 
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jury,  besides  that  many  of  its  members  are  more  properly  eligible,  as  landed  proprietors 
which,  of  course,  adds  to  the  apparent  number  of  common  councilmen  on  the  grand  jury 
There  are  generally  about  10  or  12  of  the  same  individuals  on  every  grand  jury,  as  is  usually 
the  case  in  such  bodies  in  counties  at  large. 

120.  The  city  Grand  Jury  exercises  the  usual  powers  of  grand  juries  of  counties  at  larae. 
Its  criminal  jurisdiction  does  not  require  particular  notice. 

The  average  annual  sum  presented  for  by  the  grand  jury  is  about.  £6,000,  of  which  £500 
of  the  late  currency  is  contributed  under  the  local  Acts  by  the  parish  of  St  Michael ; the 
rest  is  raised  by  an  acreable  assessment,  which  averages  from  6.?.  to  Ss.  per  acre  throughout 
the  liberties,  and  by  a trifling  contribution  from  the  old  city  parishes. 

The  entire  old  town  only  contributes  £13  each  half  year. 

The  principal  purposes  to  which  this  sum  is  applied  are,  the  payment  of  salaries  to  the 
mayor  as  coroner,  the  clerk  of  the  Crown,  the  clerk  of  the  peace,  the  officers  of  the  <*aol ; 
the.  maintenance  of  prisoners  in  the  city  gaol ; the  support  of  the  inmates  of  the  lunatic  asylum  ; 
annual  contributions  to  the  house  of  industry  and  fever  hospital ; the  constabulary  force ; the 
repairs  of  roads  in  the  liberties,  and  the  streets  of  the  old  town. 

121.  The  following  abstract  shows  the  sums  presented,  and  for  what  purposes,  by  the  grand 
jury  at  the  summer  assizes  of  1833  : 


£ 

s. 

d. 

Salaries,  half  a year  : Clerk  of  the  Crown 

36 

18 

5k 

„ Clerk  of  the  Peace 

46 

3 

1 

„ Gaoler  ... 

65 

0 

0 

„ Local  Inspector  - 

70 

0 

0 

„ Turnkey  ... 

26 

5 

0 

„ Under  ditto 

9 

4 

7b 

„ Courtkeeper 

4 

12 

3± 

„ Crier  - 

2 

6 

H 

„ Interpreter  - 

4 

12 

3* 

„ Crier  quarter  sessions 

4 

12 

3i 

,,  Secretary  - 

18 

9 

2i 

„ Conservator 

10 

0 

0 

„ Chaplains  - 

30 

0 

0 

„ Physician  - 

13 

16 

11 

„ Surgeon  - 

9 

4 

7\ 

„ Apothecary 

4 

12 

3} 

„ Matron 

9 

4 

7-J 

„ Sheriffs  ... 

11 

10 

9* 

,,  Mayor,  as  Coroner 

42 

0 

0 

„ Treasurer  - 

- 151 

13 

6 

— 

— 

— 

570 

6 

Oi 

Rents : Secretary’s  office 

10 

10 

0 

„ Staff  house 

25 

0 

0 

■ 

— 

— 

35 

10 

0 

Gaol:  Medicines  - 

13 

16  11 

„ Provisions  - 

- 400 

10 

0 

— 

— 

— 

414 

6 

11 

Miscellaneous  : Constabulary  force  (one  third)  - 

- 271 

6 

6 

House  of  industry  - - - 

- 200 

0 

1 

Dispensary  - 

58 

1 

0 

Lunatic  poor  - 

- 273 

16 

10 

Fever  hospital  - 

46 

3 

1 

Instalments  of  loans 

- 549 

8 

2 

Printing,  &c.  - - - - 

41 

9 

0 

— 

— 

— 1,440 

4 

8 

Buildings : Court  house  - 

1 

10 

0 

„ House  of  Industry 

- 100 

0 

0 

101 

10 

0 

Witnesses  - 

37 

8 

6 

Repairing  roads  and  bridges 

- 138 

9 

8 

Insolvencies  - 

2 

4 

1 



— 

178 

2 

3 

Over  a great  portion  of  the  above  items  the  grand  jury  have  little  control,  being  bound  by 
the  authority  of  various  Acts  of  Parliament  to  present  for  them.  The  salaries  of  the  sever 

Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS  IN  IRELAND! 


373  LIMERICK. 


officers,  the  instalments  of  loans,  the  charges  for  the  constabulary  force,  the  lunatic  asylum, 
house  of  industry,  dispensary,  and  fever  hospital  are  of  this  description. 

1*22.  The  sums  borrowed  from  Government,  and  the  repayment  of  which  the  grand  jury 
became  bound  to  present  for  by  instalments,  are  as  follows  : 

For  making  the  Tipperary  road  and  new  gaol  £12,002  10s.  0 d.,  late  currency. 

This  sum  has  been  presented  for  by  annual  instalments  of  £42S  15s.  lOd.  One 
instalment  only  remained  due  at  the  time  of  our  visit  in  October  1833. 

For  the  purchase  of  the  old  county  gaol,  converting  it  into  a city  gaol,  and 
making  improvements  therein,  £3,354  10s.  3 d. 

This  sum  has  been  partly  presented  for  by  annual  instalments  of  £77  8s.  2 \d.,  and  the 
sum  of  £1,854  7s.  lid.  was  due  in  October  1833. 

For  the  new  Tarbert  road,  £283  Is.  6ri. 

This  has  been  partly  presented  for  by  annual  instalments  of  £14  3s.  Id.,  and  the  sum  of 
£155  14s.  2d.  remained  due  in  October  1833. 

For  the  Waterford  road,  £856  3s.  6d. 

For  repairing  the  Ennis  road,  £322  15s.  8d. 


These  two  sums  are  to  be  repaid  in  10  instalments,  with  interest  at  5 per  cent. 

A sum  of  £5,000  has  been  presented,  to  be  raised  in  six  instalments,  for  the  expenses 
attending  the  visitation  of  cholera  morbus  in  the  city  and  liberties  ; no  part  of  this  sum  has 
been  as  yet  raised. 

The  expense  of  the  constabulary  force  has  been  much  reduced;  it  was  in  1829,  £847  18s.  8d. 

Considerable  reductions  have  been  made  by  the  interference  of  the  grand  jury  in  the 
expenses  attending  the  lunatic  asylum.  The  following  is  a statement  from  the  treasurer  of 
the  grand  jury  of  the  sums  presented  on  this  account  in  the  last  five  years  : 


£. 

s. 

d. 

Spring  182S 

640 

15 

6 

Summer  „ 

453 

4 

11 

Spring  1829 

488 

1 

10 

Summer  „ 

457 

2 

3 

Spring  1830 

214 

0 

9 

Summer  „ 

184 

0 

10 

Spring  1831 

227 

4 

7 

Summer  ,, 

206 

14 

3 

Spring  1S32 

255 

10 

7 

Summer  „ 

249 

12 

0 

Spring  1833 

297 

5 

0 

Summer  „ 

273  18 

10 

The  total  amount  of  the  presentments  has  been  annually  on  the  increase,  and  the  pressure 
of  them  on  the  liberties  augmented  by  the  decline  of  the  Old  Town. 

In  1807  and  1808,  the  acreable  cess  varied  from  10^-d.  to  18£  per  acre ; in  1832  and 
1833,  it  amounted  to  from  3s.  to  4s.  per  acre,  in  each  half-year,  while  the  cess  in  the  county 
is  but  from  lOd.  to  Is.  per  acre,  thus  imposing  a most  unequal  tax  on  the  agricultural  interest 
of  these  two  adjoining  districts.  The  pressure  of  the  grand  jury  assessments  is  the  more 
complained  of  by  a large  class,  from  their  strong  impression  that  the  corporate  revenues,  given 
"for  the  public  uses  of  the  city,”  have  been  diverted  from  their  legitimate  objects  by  the  com- 
mon council ; and  that,  in  consequence,  an  oppressive  assessment  is  made  by  the  same  body, 
acting  as  grand  jurors,  for  the  very  uses  to  which  those  revenues  might,  under  better  manage- 
ment, have  been  first  applied. 

123.  The  grand  jury  cess  is  applotted  equally  by  the  acre  on  all  the  lands  in  the  liberties ; 
but  we  found  a very  confident  belief  entertained  by  some,  that  several  denominations,  or 
townlands,  contain  a much  greater  quantity  of  land  than  is  set  down  in  the  treasurer  s ac- 
counts, whereby  the  cess  is  levied  on  a lesser  number  of  acres  than  the  denomination  or  town- 
land  actually  contains,  and  that  this  operates  to  the  advantage  of  the  larger  holders,  while  the 
small  farmers  pay  nearly  to  the  full  extent  on  their  holdings.  N o sufficient  evidence,  however, 
was  adduced  before  us  to  establish  this  allegation.  The  fact,  if  it  exists,  is  probably  owing  to 
the  defects  of  the  Down  Survey,  and  the  changes  which  have  taken  place  m the  condition  of 
some  lands  by  reclaiming  and  other  improvements.  No  modern  survey  of  the  hberties  has 
been  made;  however,  any  inequalities  of  this  nature  will,  it  is  presumed,  be  remedial  by  the 
trigonometrical  survey  now  in  progress  through  Ireland,,  under  the  directions  of  the  Board  of 
Ordnance,  which  has  not  yet  been  commenced  in  Limerick. 

A considerable  sum  of  grand  jury  cess  has  been  suffered  toaccme  on  a denomination  called 
Tervoe,  of  about  93  acres,  on  the  confines  of  the  liberties.  The  proprietor.  Colonel  Monseh, 
denies  the  liability  of  the  land,  alleging  that  it  lies  in  the  county  of  Limerick,  and  that  he 
pays  taxes  for  it  in  the  barony  of  Pubblebrien,  in  that  county  This  denomination  is  placed 
in  the  south  liberties  of  the  city,  by  the  Down  Survey  The  subject  has  frequently  been 
brought  before  the  grand  jury,  and  submitted  to  counsel  on  their  behalf,  hut  no  step  had 
been  taken  at  the  time  of  our  visit,  to  try  the  question.  It  was  alleged,  that  considerable 
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difficulty  would  attend  any  attempt  to  levy  the  amount  due,  by  distress,  as  the  lands  in  ques- 
tion are  separated  from  the  rest  of  the  county  of  the  city  by  a portion  of  the  county ; and  the 
probable  expense  of  the  proceedings  was  also  assigned  to  us  as  one  of  the  reasons  why  the 
grand  jury  have  not  been  advised  to  make  the  attempt.  We  have  since  learned  that  ’le<ml 
proceedings  have  been  instituted,  and  that  the  question  is  likely  to  be  tried,  or  settled.  ° 

124.  The  grand  jury  appoints  to  the  offices  of  treasurer  and  secretary,  and  to  those  of  the 
city  gaol,  except  that  of  keeper  of  the  sheriff's  prison. 

In° a petition  lately  presented  by  the  citizens  of  Limerick  to  the  House  of  Commons,  the 
discontinuance  of  the  office  of  treasurer,  and  the  consolidation  of  his  duties  with  those  of  the 
chamberlain  or  receiver  of  the  corporation,  are  suggested.  Both  these  officers  are  remunerated 
by  the  same  rate  of  poundage  on  their  receipts,  so  that,  unless  by  a diminution  of  the  rate, 
no  saving  would  be  effected  by  such  an  arrangement ; and  it  seems  veiy  questionable  how  far 
the  public  would  derive  a benefit  from  the  change. 

Amongst  the  functions  exercised  by  the  grand  jury,  is  that  of  presenting  as  nuisances 
decayed  and  falling  houses  in  the  Old  Town.  From  the  condition  of  that  part  of  the  city,  a 
more  summary  jurisdiction  seems  desirable  in  this  respect,  than  one  which  can  only  be 
exercised  twice  a year  at  the  assizes. 

T25.  The  Acts  of  Parliament  relating  to  the  Parish  of  St.  Michael,  are  the  47  Geo.  III. 
c.  75,  (1S07,)  entitled  “An  Act  for  paving,  cleansing,  lighting,  and  watching  the  parish  of 
St.  Michael,  in  the  liberties  of  the  city  of  Limerick,  and  adjoining  the  said  city,  and  for  pre- 
venting and  removing  nuisances  therein,”  and  the  51  Geo.  III.,  c.  104,  (1811,)  entitled  “An 
Act  for  altering  and  enlarging  the  powers  of,  &c.”  (the  preceding  Act.) 

Twenty-one  Commissioners  were  named  in  and  appointed  by  the  47  Geo.  III.,  of  whom 
14  were*  to  be  for  life,  and  seven  removable  at  the  end  of  two  years,  and  that  number 
to  be  elected  triennally  by  all  rate-payers,  inhabitants  of  the  parish,  paying  taxes  to  the  amount 
of  £4  late  currency  per  annum ; and  vacancies  occasioned  by  death  amongst  the  life  sub- 
scribers are  filled  in  the  same  way.  Public  notice  is  given  of  the  election,  which  is  by  ballot. 
It  excites  a good  deal  of  interest.  The  number  of  rate-payers  qualified  to  vote,  is  260. 

Residence  at  the  time  of  election  is  a necessary  qualification  for  a commissioner;  but 
ceasing  to  reside,  he  does  not  cease  to  be  a commissioner.  Of  the  14  life  commissioners, 
three  arc  non-residents;  one  only  is  a member  of  the  common  council.  Seven  commissioners 
form  a quorum. 


They  have,  as  officers,  £ s. 

A secretary  and  treasurer,  whose  salary  is-  - - - - -105  0 

A surveyor  and  conservator  ...-.---84  0 
Two  collectors,  paid  by  a poundage  of  £5  per  cent,  on  the  sums  collected, 

A constable  of  the  watch  - --  --  --  - 36  8 

And  a street-keeper  - - - - - - - - - 15  12 


The  Commissioners  have  no  fixed  times  of  Meeting,  but  are  summoned  by  the  secretary  as 
often  as  business  requires  their  attendance.  The  secretary  states,  that  he  sometimes  finds 
great  difficulty  in  procuring  a meeting  of  the  commissioners,  and  has  sometimes  to  call  them 
together  .four  or  five  times  before  he  can  get  a sufficient  number  assembled.  He  seems  to 
attribute  this  to  their  not  receiving  any  remuneration  for  attendance,  or  being  subject  to  a 
fine  for  absence. 

The  Mode  of  Assessment  and  Account  is  fully  described  in  a Report  from  the  secretary  to 
the  commissioners  in  1822,  and  printed  by  order  of  the  House  of  Commons.  (Appendix  B.  to 
the  Report  of  the  Select  Committee  of  1S22,  No.  6.) 

The  Amount  of  Assessment  for  one  year,  ending  25th  March  1832, was  £3,004  6s.  Id., 
which  is  about  the  usual  average.  The  rate  at  which  it  is  levied,  is  2s.  3d.  in  the  pound  on 
the  annual  rent  of  inhabited  houses,  as  valued  by  sworn  applotters ; and  on  stores  and  un- 
inhabited houses,  3^d. ; it  cannot  exceed  3s.  on  the  former,  or  4 d.  on  the  latter.  Houses  ap- 
plotted  as  under  £10  value,  are  exempt.  The  houses  are  valued  at  about  two-thirds  of  the 
actual  value.  The  commissioners  derive  a small  income  from  the  sale  of  the  street  manure; 
this  amounted  to  £55  10s.  for  the  year  ending  10th  December  1832. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  51  Geo.  III.  c.  104,  £500  of  the  late  currency  is  payable  by 
the  commissioners,  annually,  to  the  city  treasurer,  for  the  use  of  the  city  gaol,  house  of  in- 
dustry, and  fever  hospital.  The  remaining  portion  of  their  income  is  applied  to  the  watching, 
cleansing,  lighting,  and  paving  the  streets,  the  salaries  of  the  parish  officers,  interest  on  then- 
debt,  hereafter  mentioned,  and  sundry  minor  disbursements.  There  is  an  annual  loss,  under 
the  head  of  insolvencies  and  allowances  on  untenanted  houses,  which,  in  the  year  ending 
25th  March  1832,  amounted  to  £84  12s.  5|c7. 

The  Watching  is  performed  by  26  watchmen.  The  number,  in  1824,  when  the 
number  of  houses  was  not  so  great,  was  40 ; but,  from  the  assistance  given  by  the  general 
constabulary  of  the  county,  of  whom  a portion  is  stationed  within  the  parish,  the  commis- 
sioners were  enabled  to  diminish  the  number  of  the  watchmen.  The  parish  does  not  directly 
contribute  to  the  expense  of  the  constabulary ; and  if  they  were  removed,  at  least  24  additions 
watchmen  would  become  necessary,  (he  parish  funds  thus  benefiting  to  that  extent  by  tne 
presence  of  the  general  police. 

The  expense  of  the  watching  department,  in  1832,  was  £546  2s.  Id. 

The  Lighting  is  by  gas,  and  for  the  same  year  the  expense  was  £487  3s.  6 d. 
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The  Paving,  Cleansing,  and  Watering  the  streets  for  the  same  period  amounted  to  LIMRRICK. 
£593  2s.  . . Paving  and 

The  manner  in  which  the  whole  of  these  several  departments  are  attended  to  is  creditable  Cleansing, 
to  the  management. 

The  Salaries  to  Officers,  including  the  percentage  to  the  collectors,  is  about  £400  per  Salaries  to  Officers. 


annum. 

By  the  47  Geo.  III.  c.  75,  the  commissioners  were  enabled  to  borrow  £3,000,  late  currency.  Debt, 
for  the  purposes  of  the  Act,  which  they  did  accordingly.  Of  this  there  remains  due  £2,900, 
the  interest  on  which  formerly  at  6,  but  now  at  5 per  cent,  is  included  in  the  annual 
expenditure.  This  Debt  is  secured  by  bonds  called  parish  assignments. 

The  general  Accounts  of  the  commissioners,  verified  on  oath,  are  printed  annually  and  Accounts, 
circulated  amongst  the  rate-payers.  Every  facility  is  given  for  the  inspection  and  examination 
of  their  account  books.  The  accounts  are  audited  by  a committee  of  the  commissioners. 


Complaints  are  made  by  the  corporation,  that  a larger  sum  than  £500  is  not  contributed  Remarks, 
by  St.  Michael’s  parish  to  the  general  expenses  of  the  public  establishments,  many  of  which 
are  placed  within  the  parish,  and  have  been  erected  since  the  local  Act  was  passed,  and  from 
which  its  wealthy  inhabitants  derive  their  full  share  of  advantage,  while  the  great  proportion 
of  the  expense  of  those  establishments  is  borne  by  the  grand  jury  assessments  on  the  Old 
City  and  liberties. 

The  commissioners,  in  1830,  admitting  the  justice  of  these  complaints,  convened  a meeting 
of  the  rate-payers,  to  consider  the  propriety  of  having  the  Act  amended  in  that  respect,  and 
enabling  them  to  contribute  to  the  public  establishments  in  such  proportions  as  they  should 
think  fit,  to  the  extent  of  £1,000,  which  was  considered  a fair  contribution.  However,  the 
rate-payers  contended  that,  having  improved  their  property  on  the  faith  ot  the  Act,  by  which 
the  amount  of  their  contribution  to  those  purposes  was  limited,  rejected  the  proposition. 

Since  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the  Act,  (1811,)  when  the  proportion  of  £500  was  fixed,  the 
number  of  houses  in  the  parish  has,  it  is  said,  doubled,  and  its  wealth  increased  three-fold,  and 
the  rate  of  taxation  is  less  now,  in  fact,  than  at  that  period  by  3d.  in  the  pound. 

The  system  is  popular  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish,  but  the  arrangements  are  con- 
sidered defective  in  not  providing  for  the  removal  of  such  of  the  life  commissioners  as  cease 
to  reside  in  Limerick,  and  in  there  not  being  any  power  of  remunerating  the  commissioners 
for  their  attendance,  or  fining  them  for  absence.  The  secretary  also  pointed  out  what  he  con- 
sidered a great  defect  in  the  provisions  of  the  Act  for  the  removal  of  nuisances,  namely, 
that  the  commissioners  cannot  summon  the  parties  before  themselves,  but  must  proceed  before 
the  maoistrates  at  petty  sessions,  who  sometimes  differ  from  the  commissioners  and  their 
officers,°as  to  the  character  of  the  Act  complained  of;  but.  it  seems  very  questionable  how  far, 
in  any  case,  it  can  be  allowable  to  constitute  the  same  tribunal  at  once  the  accusers  and  the 
judges,  or  any  supposed  convenience  can  compensate  lor  the  loss  of  public  confidence  which 
such  an  arrangement  must  inevitably  produce.  One  ot  the  city  magistrates,  who  is  also  a 
commissioner  of  St.  Michael’s  parish,  very  properly  declines,  on  this  principle,  to  act  as  a 
magistrate  in  cases  brought  before  the  petty  sessions  on  behalt  of  the  commissioners. 

126.  By  an  Act  of  Parliament,  passed  in  1823,  (4  Geo.  IV.  c.  94,)  a number  of  gentlemen  Wesley  Bridge, 
connected  with  the  county  and  city  of  Limerick,  and  county  of  Clare,  were  incorporated  by 
the  name  of  the  “ Limerick  Bridge  Commissioners,”  to  erect  a bridge  across  the  Shannon 
below  Thomoud  Bridge,  so  as  to  unite  the  New  Town  with  the  west  side  of  the  liberties,  and 
to  make  a floating  dock ; and,  by  a clause  in  their  Act  of  Incorporation,  they  were  empowered 
to  borrow  from  the  commissioners  of  the  Loan  Fund,  created  by  3 Geo.  IV.  c.  11-.,  who  were 
also  thereby  enabled  to  lend  the  same,  any  sum  they  might  require  for  the  execution  of  those 
works,  or  a mortgage  of  certain  tolls,  rates,  and  duties,  granted  to  the  Limerick  Bridge  Com- 
missioners by  the  Act. 

Under  this  power,  £85,000  lias  been  borrowed,  tile  greater  paid  of  which  has  been  cx- 
pended  in  building  Wellesley  Bridge,  now  nearly  complete ; when  finished,  the  commissioners 
will  be  entitled  to  levy  certain  tolls  for  passing  thereon,  specified  in  the  Act.  The  other  rates 
and  duties  to  which  they  are  entitled,  are  harbour  duties  on  the  tonnage  of  vessels,  and  on 
the  importation  and.  exportation  of  goods,  according  to  schedules  B.  and  C.  annexed  to 
the  Act. 


They  have,  from  the  increase  of  trade,  doubled  since  the  Act  was  passed,  and  now  amount 
to  about  £2,000  a-year.  Forty-eight,  commissioners  were  named  in  the  Act,  with  a power  ot 
adding  ten  to  their  number.  They  are  elected  for  life.  Seven  constitute  a quorum.  Ljiey 
do  not  attend  very  regularly,  and  it  is  difficult,  to  form  a board.  They  are  not  paid.  They 
have  a secretary,  collector,  and  harbour  master,  and  treasurer,  and  they  have  a power  ot  ap- 
pointing and’  licensing  pilots.  The  pilotage  of  the  river  formerly  belonged  to  the  corporation, 
and  it  does  not  appear  that  any  compensation  was  made  to  or  required  by  them  for  the  loss 
of  their  privilege. 

Complaints,  we  were  informed,  were  sometimes  made  by  the  merchants,  of  the  inequality  ot 
the  charges  on  various  articles  contained  in  the  schedules;  but  the  harbour  dues  are  not 
considers!  excessive.  The  whole  amount  of  tonnage  dues  on  a vessel  coming  into  Limerick, 
including  the  water  bailiff  s fees,  are  about  9 d.  per  ton. 

The  harbour  dues  have  been  mortgaged  to  the  Board  of  Works,  and  in  consequence  of  a 
late  arrangement  made  by  that  board,  allowing  only  £300  a-year  to  be  applied  for  the 
officers  of  the  establishment,  the  salaries  have  been  reduced;  they  are  now : 
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REPORTS  FROM  COMMISSIONERS  ON 


CITY  OF 
LIMERICK. 


Gaol. 


Ecclesiastical 

Patronage. 


Schools. 


Blue  School. 


■ £ 


Secretary  - - »•  100 

Collector  - - - 100 

Harbour  Master  - - 55 

Treasurer  ...  45 


The  salaries  of  the  secretary  and  collector  were  previously  150  guineas  each.  The.  nature 
and  places  of  the  projected  improvements  in  the  harbour,  will  be  found  in  the  Second  Report 
of  the  Commissioners  of  Public  Works,  (Ireland,)  printed  by  order  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
April  1834.  Plans  No.  3 and  4. 

127.  There  is  a distinct  Gaol  for  the  county  of  the  city  of  Limerick.  Persons  accused  of 
and  convicted  of  crimes  committed  in  the  city  and  liberties,  and  those  arrested  for  debts  under 
process  of  the  superior  courts  directed  to  the  sheriffs  of  the  city,  and  under  process  of  the 
Tholsel  Court  and  Court  of  Conscience,  are  confined  in  it ; and  a part  of  the  building  is  used 
for  the  custody  of  riotous  persons  arrested  at  night,  previous  to  their  committal  by  the 
magistrates.  The  officers  of  the  gaol  and  their  respective  salaries,  are  as  follows : 


£ 

s. 

d. 

Local  Inspector 

- 140 

0 

0 per  annum 

Protestant  Chaplain 

30 

0 

0 „ 

Roman  Catholic  Do. 

30 

0 

0 „ 

Physician 

27 

13 

10  „ 

Surgeon 

18 

9 

2 

Apothecary 

9 

4 

7^  » 

Matron 

18 

9 

2 

Governor 

- 130 

0 

0 ” 

Turnkey 

52 

10 

o 

Under  Turnkey 
Assistants 

IS 

9 

2 

The  whole  annual  expenditure  of  the  gaol  is  about  £1,400,  which  is  raised  by  grand  jury 
presentment  of  the  city  and  liberties,  as  before  mentioned,  and  disbursed  under  the  care  of  a 
board  of  superintendence,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  Gaol  Act.  (7  Geo.  IV.  c.  84,  s.  2.) 
This  board  meets  as  occasion  requires,  and  makes  all  contracts  for  the  supply  of  the  gaol. 

A record  is  kept  of  their  proceedings,  which  is  open  to  the  inspection  of  the  grand  jury  and 
judge  at  the  assizes. 

In  fact,  they  are  seldom  required  to  meet,  the  duty  being  almost  entirely  discharged  by  the 
local  inspector ; but  the  gaol  is  visited  frequently  by  individual  magistrates  and,  in  his  regular 
course  of  inspection,  by  the  inspector  general  of  prisons.  It  is  in  a state  very  creditable  to  all 
the  persons  connected  with  its  superintendence,  and  particularly  to  the  local  inspector,  through 
whose  exertions  it  is  stated  that  the  general  expenditure  has  been  reduced  at  least  £600 
a-year.  In  return  for  these  exertions  the  grand  jury,  in  1824,  increased  his  salary  to  £150 
a-year.  In  1827,  and  subsequent  years,  they  endeavoured  to  reduce  it  to  £100,  but  the 
judge  of  assize  declared  that,  having  been  given  for  past  services,  the  grand  jury  had  not 
power  to  reduce  it.  The  salary  of  the  local  inspector  of  the  county  gaoi  is  but  £50  a-year ; 
but  the  inspector  of  the  city  gaol  states  that  the  county  gaol,  though  larger,  is  more  compact ; 
and  that  the  duties  of  the  office  can  be  discharged  with  more  ease. 

It  is  observable,  however,  that  the  salary  of  the  gaoler  of  the  county  is  £300  per  annum, 
while  that  of  the  city  gaoler  is  only  £130.  The  city  inspector,  in  1830,  submitted  to  a small 
reduction  to  terminate  the  contest  with  the  grand  jury,  and  his  salary  is  now  £140. 

Some  alterations  were  in  progress  at  the  time  of  our  visit  to  the  gaol,  which,  when  com- 
pleted, will  afford  the  means  of  making  a more  perfect  classification  of  the  prisoners,  than 
lias  hitherto  been  practicable ; there  was  previously  no  separate  place  for  female  debtors.  It 
was  suggested  to  us  as  desirable  and  practicable  to  consolidate  the  city  and  county  gaols. 
The  possible  saving  to  the  city  and  liberties,-  by  this  arrangement,  was  stated  at  about  £800 
per  annum,  supposing  the  proportion  to  be  contributed  by  the  county  to  be  two-thirds  of  the 
expense  of  the  joint  establishment. 

We  do  not  find  that  any  proposition  of  this  nature  has  been  brought  before  the  grand  jurors 
of  either  county. 

128.  The  presentation  to  the  parish  of  Saint  Laurence,  in  the  south  liberties,  is  in  the  gilt 
of  the  corporation.  It  is  an  entire  rectory,  valued  at  6s.  8 d,  in  the  King’s  books.  There  is 
no  church  now  existing  in  the  parish,  nor  is  there  a glebe  house  or  glebe  land.  The  living  is 
a sinecure. 

The  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  parish,  in  1831,  was  1,529. 

The  corporation  have  no  other  Ecclesiastical  Patronage. 

129.  The  corporation  do  not  support  or  contribute  to  any  Free  School.  There  was  formerly 
a diocesan  school-house,  the  rent  of  which  was  paid  by  the  corporation,  but  it  has  been  sur- 
rendered to  the  landlord.  Funds  have  been  subscribed,  and  a site  purchased  for  erecting  a 
new  diocesan  school,  the  want  of  which  is  complained  of. 

The  mayor  and  recorder,  with  the  bishop  and  dean  of  Limerick,  are  trustees,  under  the 
will  of  Mrs.  Alice  Craven,  in  1729,  of  a charity  school  called  the  Blue  School ; to  the  sup- 
port of  which  the  corporation  formerly  gave  £20  a-year  out  of  their  own  revenues;  but  this 
has  been  long  discontinued,  and  those  corporate  officers  do  not  at  all  interfere  in  the  concerns 
of  this  institution,  which  are  now  managed  altogether  by  the  dean  of  Limerick.  Its  Pel'F*aI 
nent  funds  are  very  limited,  not  exceeding  £50  per  annum ; 12  boys  are  educated  and  clothe 
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in  this  establishment.  There  is  no  provision  limiting  admission  to  the  sons  of  freemen,  nor 
any  preference  given  to  them. 

130.  The  only  Charitable  Institution  supported  by  the  corporation  is  the  Forty-shillings 
Almhouse,  which  was  built  and  is  kept  in  repair  at  their  expense.  It  contains  20  poor  widows ; 
each  has  a room  in  the  house,  and  receives  40s.  a-year  of  the  late  currency,  out  of  the  corporate 
funds.  The  mayor  for  the  time  being  recommends  to  vacancies ; and  this,  we  are  informed, 
is  done  without  any  preference  on  account  of  religion.  The  house  has  been  lately  put  in 
good  repair. 

W e cannot  trace  the  origin  of  this  institution,  or  whether  its  existence  is  or  is  not  dependent 
on  the  will  and  pleasure  of  the  corporation. 

We  have  already  noticed  the  charitable  pensions  to  distressed  widows  of  aldermen  and 
burgesses. 

The  mayor,  recorder,  and  sheriffs  are  ex  officio  overseers  and  trustees  of  Hall’s  Charitv, 
and  the  mayor  is  ex  officio  a trustee  of  Craven’s  charity;  but  these  officers  take  very  little,  if 
any  part  in  the  administration  of  either  of  these  establishments. 

Hall’s  charity  is  now  managed  by  an  agent  under  the  commissioners  of  charitable  do- 
nations and  bequests.  Thirteen  poor  infirm  men  and  24  women  receive  £6  of  the  late  currency 
a-year  each,  paid  quarterly  from  this  charity.  Several  of  them  are  lodged  and  provided  with 
fuel  in  an  almshouse  which  belongs  to  the  charity.  This  is  an  ancient  building,  and  appeared, 
when  we  visited  it,  to  be  in  a miserable  state.  There  is  a day-school  attached  to  the  institu- 
tion, in  which  20  boys  and  20  girls  receive  gratuitous  instruction,  and  such  as  remain  four 
years  in  attendance  on  the  school,  are  entitled  to  an  apprentice  fee  of  four  guineas. 

The  income  of  this  institution  arises  chiefly  from  houses  in  the  old  city,  the  rental  of  which 
appears,  by  an  account  published  in  the  Appendix  B.  to  the  Report  of  1822  on  Limerick  Tax- 
ation, No.  13,  to  have  amounted,  in  1821,  to  £433  10s.  6 d.,  and  was  stated  to  us  by  the 
present  agent,  to  be  now  about  £304  per  year,  and  insufficient  for  its  support.  The  principal 
and  interest  (amounting  to  £1,700)  of  a bond  of  Lord  Gort,  for  £796,  and  mentioned  in 
that  account,  have  been  lately  paid  to  this  charity. 

Craven’s  Charity  is  under  the  management  of  the  present  chamberlain  of  the  corporation, 
on  behalf  of  the  trustees.  Forty-seven  widows  receive  £4  per  annum  each  from  this  charity; 
and  the  poor  of  the  old  city  parishes,  St.  Mary’s,  St.  John’s,  and  St.  Michael’s,  £10  each  parish, 
at  Christmas.  In  1821,  when  the  present  agent  of  the  charity  was  appointed,  there  were  but 
20  widows  receiving  £4  Irish  each,  but  the  income  of  the  charity  has  since  increased.  An 
account  of  the  real  and  personal  property  of  this  charity  is  printed  in  the  Appendix  B.,  above 
referred  to.  No.  13.  It  now  amounts  to  £216  0s.  Id.  per  annum,  arising  from  land  and 
houses  in  the  city  and  liberties.  The  lands  of  Strahane,  mentioned  in  that  account,  as  pro- 
ducing £60  a-year,  have  been  since  let  on  a reversionary  lease  to  the  tenant,  at  £136  16s.  Gd., 
for  99  years ; besides  which,  there  is  a sum  of  £737  3s.  8 d.  Three  per  Cent.  Government 
Stock,  recently  received  for  the  benefit  of  the  charity,  by  the  commissioners  of  charitable 
donations  and  bequests,  being  recovered  on  the  debt  due  by  Mr.  D’Esterre,  mentioned  in  the 
above  account.  This  charity  is  now  in  a prosperous  condition.  Both  Hall’s  and  Craven’s 
charities  are  exclusively  Protestant  in  their  institution  and  practice. 

The  corporation  has  not  any  control  over  them,  save  what  may  be  exercised  by  the  trustees 
already  noticed. 

A House  of  Industry  was  established  in  Limerick  for  the  county  of  the  city,  under  the 
statute  11  and  12  Geo.  III.  c.  30,  which,  under  the  15  and  16  Geo.  III.  c.  35,  has  been  also 
constituted  the  house  of  industry  for  the  county  of  Limerick ; and  the  corporations  of  the 
houses  of  industry  of  both  counties,  established  under  the  former  Act,  were  united  under  the 
latter.  Part  of  the  establishment  is  appropriated  to  a house  of  correction,  chiefly  for  females, 
and  is  also  common  to  the  county  and  city ; and  it  contains  a separate  building  for  the  care  of 
lunatics,  idiots,  and  epileptics,  under  the  provisions  of  the  27  Geo.  III.  c.  39,  s.  8. 

The  county  of  the  city  grand  jury  annually  present  for  this  institution,  the  sum  of 
£392  6s.  2 d.  The  rest  of  its  income  is  derived  from  presentments  of  the  county  grand 
jury,  and  by  legacies,  donations,  and  subscriptions  of  individuals. 

The  corporation  of  Limerick  does  not  exercise  any  control  over  these  funds  or  their 
management. 

The  mayor,  recorder,  and  charter  justioes  are  ex  officio  members  of  the  corporation  of  the 
house  of  industry. 

The  other  members  are  the  county  magistrates,  the  bishop  of  Limerick,  and  individual 
subscribers,  who,  according  to  the  amount  of  subscription  become,  under  the  statutes,  annual 
governors  or  governors  for  life. 

The  details  of  the  management  are  conducted  by  a committee  of  the  governors,  annually 
appointed.  Some  of  the  city  magistrates  are  members  of  the  committee,  but  this  is  not  the 
consequence  of  any  special  provision.  . . 

This  establishment  is  not  in  debt ; its  funds  appear  to  be  carefully  and  judiciously 
managed,  and  its  general  state  is  creditable  to  the  officers  and  committee. 

Barrington’s  Hospital  has  been  constituted  the  hospital  or  infirmary  for  the  city  and  county 
of  the  city  of  Limerick,  by  the  local  statute  11  Geo.  IV.  c.  72.  This  hospital  was  founded 
by  Sir  Joseph  Barrington  and  his  sons,  and  by  them  given  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  city 
and  county  of  the  city.  The  mayor  is  ex  officio  a governor  of  the  hospital,  but  it  is  otherwise 
unconnected  with  the  corporation.  This  valuable  institution  has  been  hitherto  supported 
without  any  aid  from  grand  jury  presentments. 

M.  C.  I.  ' 5 C 
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CITY  OF 
LIMERICK. 
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The  mayor,  sheriffs,  recorder,  and  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  county  of  the  city  are,  under 
the  5S  Geo.  III.  c.  47,  members  of  the  corporation  of  the  fever  hospital  erected' under  that 
Act.  It  is  common  to  the  county  at  large,  and  county  of  the  city,  and  supported  by  present- 
ments of  the  grand  jury  of  both.  The  grand  jury  of  the  county  of  the  city  contributes 
£92  65.  2d.  per  annum.  The  bishop  of  the  diocese,  the  representatives  of  the  county  and 
city,  and  the  county  magistrates,  with  individual  subscribers,  are  also  members  of  this 

corporation. 

A Lunatic  Asylum  for  the  reception  of  patients  from  the  county  of  the  city  of  Limerick 
and  the  counties  of  Limerick,  Clave,  and  Kerry,  has  been  erected  at  Limerick,  under  the 
1 and  2 Geo.  IV.  c.  34.  The  corporation  is  not  in  any  way  connected  with  the  management 
of  this  establishment.  We  have  already  noticed  the  grand  jury  presentments  towards  its 
support. 

The  other  Public  Charitable  Institutions  of  importance  in  Limerick  are  the  lying-in  hos- 
pital, dispensary,  and  the  mendicity.  The  first  and  last  are  supported  entirely  by.  voluntary 
contributions  ; the  dispensary,  by  voluntary  contributions  and  a grant  from  the  city  grand  jury, 
under  the  statutes  relating  to  dispensaries.  The  lying-in  hospital  is  frequently  in  a state  of 
destitution  from  want  of  funds ; there  is  not  any  appropriate  building  erected  for  this  institu- 
tion, which  is  therefore  conducted  in  a building  hired  for  the  purpose  by  the  subscribers. 

The  funds  of  the  mendicity  establishment  are  also  very  insufficient. 

The  state  of  the  public  charities  becomes  of  importance  in  reference  to  the  corporation,  from 
the  provisions  of  the  Limerick  Regulation  Act  already  noticed,  “ that  no  part  of  the  residue 
of  the  public  revenues  of  the  city  snail  be  disposed  of  except  to  the  public  uses  and  chanties 
of  the  city.” 

131.  The  ordinary  Revenues  of  the  corporation  are  derived  from,  1.  Rents  of  houses  and 

lands  in  the  city  and  liberties : 2.  The  fishery  of  the  salmon  weir : 3.  Tolls  and  customs : and 
4.  The  cleansina-  of  the  streets  in  the  old  city.  The  revenues  amounted,  in  the  year  1832,  to 
£4,418  I6s.  8 d.,  although  the  fishery  was  unset  arid  unproductive.  This  sum  was  made  up 
as  follows : L *•  ca- 
llouses and  lands  - 598  6 8 

Tolls  and  customs  - 3,706  0.  0 

Cleansing  the  streets  - - - 114  10  0 

£4,418  16  8 

The  corporation  also  occasionally  receive  sums  from  fines  on  leases,  and  other  incidental 
sources. 

132.  We  were  unable  to  obtain  from  the  officers  of  the  corporation  any  satisfactory  account 
of  the.  properties  comprised  in  its  present  rent-roll,  .or  of  the  tenures  by  which  they  are  held 
by  the  corporation,  or  demised  to  their  tenants.  The  members  of  the  common  council,  and 
the  officers  of  the  corporation  appear  to  pay  no  attention  to  the  subject,  and  to  know  little  more 
of  these  properties  than  is  contained  in  the  brief  rent-roll  returned  by  the  chamberlain  to  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  12th  August  1833,  (Sessions  Papers,  No. 
649,  p.  43 ;)  and,  except  in  occasional  notices  of  new  leases,  the  books  of  the  corporate  pro- 
ceedings produced  to  us,  give  little  information  on  the  state  of  the  corporate  property.  We  can- 
not find  that,  any  committee  has  been  appointed  in  modern  times,  to  investigate  the  condition 
of  the  estates ; and  there  is  not  any  officer  whose  duty  it  is  to  attend  to  them,  or  to  report  to 
the  common  council  on  the  leases  in  being  or  those  near  expiring.  There  is  not  any  map  or 
survey  of  the  estates  in  possession  of  the  corporation.  The  last  proceeding  of  importance  on 
the  subject  was  in  1765,  when  the  then  subsisting  leases  were  copied  into  a book.  The  exist- 
ence of  this  book  appears  to  have  been  unknown  to  the  resident  authorities  of  the  corporation 
until  it  was  discovered,  during  our  Inquiry  at  Limerick,  in  the  corporation  chest,  which  had 
remained  for  some  years,  unopened,  in  the  lower  apartments  of  the  town  clerk's  house.  Three 
keys  of  this  chest  should,  by  a resolution  of  the  common  council  in  1779,  have  been  in  the 
possession  of  the  mayor,  recorder,  and  chamberlain,  but  these  keys  were  not  with  any  of  those 
officers.  The  chest  was  found  to  contain  counterparts  of  old  leases  corresponding  with  those 
entered  in  the  books,  and  some  books  and  private  papers  of  Lord  Gort.  The  chamberlain, 
whose  peculiar  province  it  is  to  collect  the  revenues  of  the  corporation,  stated,  that  he  had  not 
in  his  possession  any  of  the  title-deeds  or  leases  of  the  corporate  property,  except  a few  very 
recent  leases;  that  on  his  first  appointment  to  the  office,  he  had  endeavoured  to  obtain  such 
information  as  might  enable  him  to  ascertain  the  state  of  the  rents  and  arrears ; and  that,  for 
that  purpose  he  had  published  a notice,  (dated  the  14th  May  1824,)  calling  on  the  tenants  01 
the  corporation  to  pay  their  rents,  and  to  produce  to  him  their  last  receipts  and  leases.  Under 
these  circumstances  we  have  found  great  difficulty  in  ascertaining  such  particulars  relative  to 
the  estates  of  the  corporation,  as  are  necessary  to  show  their  nature  and  management,  and 
supply  the  deficiencies  of  the  present,  rental.  The  following  statement  is  founded  on  the  particu- 
lars contained  in  the  lease-book  just  noticed  ; a copy  of  a negative  registry  search,  forms  e 
to  us  by  the  persons  concerned  on  behalf  of  those  inhabitants  of  Limerick  who  took  an 
interest  in  the  Inquiry ; the  parol  evidence  adduced  before  us ; and  the  public  documen  0 
which  we  refer. 

133.  The  general  grants  contained  in  the  charters  have  been  already  stated.  They  make 
no  reference  to  any  particular  denominations  of  land  ; but  this  defect  is  in  some  measure  sup 
plied  by  an  inquisition  had  on  the  18th  March,  12  Jac.  I.,  and  remaining  of  record  in 
office  of  the  Chief  Remembrancer  of  the  Exchequer,  at  Dublin  (No.  31.) 
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134.  This  Inquisition  finds. 

That  King  John  granted  40  ploughlands  to  the  mayor  and  citizens  of  Limerick,  at  the 
yearly  rent  of  £40. 

That  King  Henry  III.  granted  10  ploughlands,  parcel  of  said  40,  to  the  bishop  of  Limerick, 
and  his  successors,  which  they  had,  and  paid  no  rent  to  the  mayor  and  citizens. 

That  the  priors  of  St.  Mary’s  house  were  anciently  seised  of'  six  other  ploughlands,  parcel 
of  said  40,  bv  whose  gift  the  jury  did  not  know. 

That  the.  said  priory  came  to  the  king,  who  granted  the  said  six  ploughlands  to  Edmond 
Sexton,  who  held  also  one  ploughland  called  the  Prior’s  Land,  south-west  of  the  city  wall ; 
also  the  Monk’s  Laud,  &e.  as  leased  to  him. 

That  the  master  of  the  hospital  of  lepers  held  one  ploughland,  parcel  of  said  40,  by 
grant  from  Henry  III. 

That.  Gerald  Earl  of  Desmond  was  seised  of  Corbally,  one  ploughland,  parcel  of  said 
40,  and  that  when  he  was  attainted,  this  reverted  to  Queen  Elizabeth,  who  granted  it  to 
Robert  Ansloe,  and  no  rent  was  paid  for  it  to  the  corporation ; and  that  Bealers  alias  Court- 
bracke,  one  ploughland,  parcel  of  said  -10,  came  to  Queen  Elizabeth  by  the  attainder  of 
said  Earl,  who  granted  it  to  said  Ansloe.  for  which  no  rent  was  paid  to  the  corporation. 

That  Farrenygallagh,  one.  half  ploughland,  parcel  of  said  40,  was  part  of  the  possessions 
of  the  nunnery  of  Kjllone,  county  Clare,  and  then  in  possession  of  the  Earl  of  Thomond 
paying  no  rent  to  the  corporation. 

That  Rathwyrd,  two  ploughlands,  parcel  of  said  40,  came  to  Queen  Elizabeth  by  the 
attainder  of  one  John  Brown,  and  were  granted  to  said  Robert  Ansloe  at  the  rent,  of  £6, 
payable  to  the  king. 

That,  Gortidiravohir  containing  10  acres,  Gortnebowly  containing  five  acres,  Ratharaglan, 
15  acres,  (all  one  ploughland,)  parcel  of  said  forty  ploughlands,  were  in  possession  of  Phillis 
White,  and  others,  and  paid  no  rent  to  the  corporation. 

I*  That  certain  other  small  gardens  lying  by  south  of  the  gate  of  the  city,  commonly  called 
St.  John’s  Gate,  and  the  lands  of  Merlin-Croft  and  Clownegowderislie,  one  parcel  of  land, 
parcel  of  said  40,  were  then  in  the  tenure  of  the  mayor  and  commonaltie,  and  that  they  were 
also  seised  of  the  following  parcels,  being  parcel  of  said  40  ploughlands,  viz.  Park,  being 
three-fourths  of  a ploughland  held  by  Thomas  Comyn,  and  derives  from  the  corporation,  at 
a rent  of  15.s.  Irish ; Rheboge  three-fourths  of  a ploughland,  being  in  possession  of  Nicholas 
Arthur,  and  held  by  him  of  the  corporation  at  the  yearly  rent  of  15s. ; Ballyseeda  three- 
fourths  of  a ploughland,  in  possession  of  John  Eox,  held  by  him  of  the  corporation  at  15s.; 
three  parcels  called  Dwylish,  Ballymoldowyn,  and  Rathmiehael,  one  ploughland,  in  possession 
of  said  Nicholas  Arthur,  and  by  him  held  of  the  corporation  at.  the.  yearly  rent  of  20s. ; 
Rathbayne,  three-fourths  of  a ploughland,  held  at.  the  rent  of  12s.  Ad, ; Rathwyrd,  one-third  of 
two  ploughlands,  paying  * to  the  corporation.  Craviually  otherwise  Ballyneelogh, 

one-fourth  of  a ploughland,  paying  5s.  to  the  corporation. 

That,  Cheapnian’s  Land  otherwise  Ardnevedoge,  being  one  ploughland,  was  in  possession 
of  Simon  Fanning,  paying  10s.  rent  to  the  corporation. 

That  the  above  contained  24  ploughlands  lying  on  the  south  part  of  the  city. 

That  the  corporation  were  seised  of  the  following  lands,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  the 
city,  parcels  of  said  40  ploughlands,  viz.  Castle  Blake,  one  ploughland,  in  the  possession  of 
the  said  Nicholas  Arthur,  paying  20s.  rent  to  the  corporation.  . 

Kilrush,  one-half  ploughland  in  the  possession  of  Nicholas  Comyn,  alderman,  at  10s. 
rent  to  the  corporation.  _ ; 

Farrenengower  alias  Smyth’s  land,  one  ploughland,  in  the  possession  of  David  White, 
alderman,  at  the  rent  of  20s.  to  the  corporation. 

Clowenmacknie,  half  a ploughland  in  possession  of  said  David  White,  at  the  rent  of  10s.  to 
the  corporation.  • 

Ardnegallagh  alias  Knockardnegallah,  Cahirdavy,  Shanevallv,  and  Farrenconmarry,  one 
ploughland,  in  the  possession  of  Thomas  Comyn,  at.  20s.  rent  to  the  corporation. 

Ballygrenan,  one  ploughland,  in  the  possession  of  J ohn  Arthur,  at  20s.  rent  to  the  corporation. 

Clonecannon  alias  Cahirnefinelly,  one  ploughland,  in  the  possession  of  David  Comyn  at 
20s.  rent  to  the  corporation.  . , 

Coronagh  and  Clownedrynagh,  one  ploughland,  in  the  possession  of  David  Comyn,  lucnart 
White,  and  Teague  McShean,  at  the  rent  of  20s.  to  the  corporation.  _ . 

Ballynaghtenmore,  Meylich,  Ballygnatenbeg,  one  ploughland,  in  possession  of  William 
Stritch,  alderman,  John  Arthur,  and  Janies  White,  at  the  rent  of  20s.  to  the  corporation. 

That  Prior’s  Land,  containing  15  acres,  Farrankelly,  containing  seven  acres,  one-halt 
ploughland,  was  parcel  of  said  40,  which  Prior’s  Land  is  parcel  of  the  former  six,  granted  by 
the  King  to  Edmuiul  Sexton,  yielding  no  rent  to  the  corporation  , 

That  Farrankelly  was  glebe  land  of  tile  rectory  of  Killeely,  and  paid  no  rent  to  the 

That  two  mills  called  the  King's  Mills,  under  one  roof,  in  the  west  part  of  the  city  walls, 
betwixt  the  city  wall  and  the  rock  called  Carringower,  upon  the  river  of  the  Shannon,  near 
the  King’s  Castle,  were  sometimes  held  of  the  said  mayor  and  commonalty,  nhefter  by  lease 
or  otherwise  the  said  jurors  did  not  know,  and  that  the  said  mill  is  the  null  for  which  the 
sum  of  £20  Irish,  parcel  of  the  sum  of  £73  6s.  8 i.  Irish,  was  accounted  for  m the  Excheqn^ 
and  that  the  said  mills  came  to  the  hands  of  the  late  Queen  Elizabeth,  who  leasri  the  smie 
- to  one  Richard  Stritch,  late  if  Limerick,  which  mills  were  m the  possession  and  occupation 
of  William  Stritch,  alderman,  by  force  of  the  said  lease. 

* This  is  a blank  in  the  original  inquisition. 

M.C.I.  0 u 
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LIMERICK  That  the  lands  undernamed  are  reputed  to  be  parcel  of  eight  ploughlands,  parcel  of  said 

40,  which  said  eight  Richard  De  Clare  held  of  the  Kings  of  England,  as  feoffee  of  the  said 
mayor  and  commonalty,  viz.  Knockinishir,  Ballycurman,  Capaghtimore,  Glanegrosse,  Frybacffi, 
Cratloghmee],  Cratloghkeel,  Cratloglimore,  and  Quirenboy,  that,  the  same  do  lie  near  the 
city  and  answer  no  rent  to  the  mayor,  and  are,  by  tradition  and  hearsay  from  ancient  men 
affirmed  to  be  within  the  old  and  ancient  liberties,  and  north-west  side  of  the  city.  By  a 
charter  of  the  seventeenth  year  of  his  reign,  1217,  John  granted  that  those  who  should  take 
any  land  of  these  40  ploughlands  from  the  citizens  of  Limerick  should  hold  them  of  the 
King  and  his  heirs.  This  charter  explains  many  of  the  statements  of  the  inquisition.  An 
inspe.ximus  of  it  by  Henry  VI.  in  the  eighth  year  of  his  reign,  is  in  the  office  of  Ulster  Kino- 
at  Arms. 

Rentroll  of  167".  135.  In  a Rentroll  of  the  corporation  for  the  year  1677,  printed  in  the  Appendix  B.  to  the 

Report  from  the  Select  Committee  of  1822,  No.  11,  we  find  the  following  list  of  chief  rents 
due  to  the  corporation.  We  add  such  of  the  denominations  mentioned  in  the  Inquisition  as 
appear  to  correspond  with,  or  resemble  those  stated  in  the  rentroll : 


Chief  Rents  due  at  Michaelmas  1677  to  the  ; 

Denominations  mentioned  in  the 

corporation  out  of  the  lands  of 

Inquisition. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Parke  - 

0 

11 

3 

Park 

Reabogue  - 

0 

11 

3 

Reboge. 

Rature  ... 

0 

2 

3 

Rathwyrd. 

Rathbane  ... 

0 

12 

4 

Rathbane. 

Balle  Shedy 

0 

11 

3 

Ballyseeda. 

Moylisle  ... 

0 

11 

3 

Meylich. 

Clonmarkins 

0 

6 

0 

Clowenmacknie. 

Ballegrenan 

0 

11 

3 

Ballygrenan. 

Bailer aughtenbeg  - 

20 

5 

7 

Ballygnahtenbeg. 

Coonagh  and  Clondrynagh 

0 

11 

3 

Cownagh  and  Clownedrynagh. 

Shanboly  and  Cnoc 

0 

6 

0 

Shanevally,  Knock  Ardnegallagh. 

Cloncarrane  - - - 

0 

15 

0 

Clonecannon. 

Caherdaven  - - - 

0 

3 

9 

Cahirdavy,  with  others. 

Farran  Cowrie 

0 

3 

9 

Farrcnconmarrie. 

Farran  Shone 

0 

15 

0 

Farran  Gowne 

0 

15 

0 

Farrenengown. 

Kilrush  ... 

0 

10. 

0 

Kilrush. 

The  only  notice  of  these  chief  rents, 

which  is 

found  in  the  present  rental,  is  as  follows  : 

No.  Tenants’  Names. 

Denomination.  Yearly  Kent.  Amount  Due. 

38  Richard  Moore,  Esq. 

Rebogue.  £0  11  3 „ 

39  M rs.  Fitzgibbon. 

Ballyseeda.  0 11  3 £38  3 5 

We  arc  unable  to  state  when  or  how  the  corporation  ceased  to  collect  the  chief  rents  of  the 
other  denominations ; but  it  is  not  improbable  that  they  have  been  lost  from  want  of  due  atten- 
tion to  the.  collection  of  them  on  the  part  of  the  corporate  officers,  as  we  find  that  in  1765 
Aldennan  Ingram,  by  whom  the  corporate  leases  were  transcribed  in  the  book  we  have  men- 
tioned, stated  to  the  common  council,  “ that  he  transcribed  the  counterparts  of  all  the  corpora- 
tion leases  into  a book,  and  several  title  deeds  relative  to  the  corporation,  whereby  it  appears 
that  several  denominations  of  lands  and  the  yearly  rents  reserved  by  the  counterparts  of  leases, 
have  been  concealed  from  the  corporation  and  from  the  chamberlain,  who  had  no  entry  of  such 
denomination  or  rents  in  his  rental.”  • The  smallness  of  these  chief  rents  may  in  some  measure 
account,  for  the  neglect.  Except  as  they  may  be  contained  in  some  of  the  denominations 
mentioned  in  the  above  inquisition,  or  in  the  grants  of  the  waste  places  and  new  extent  in  the 
charter  of  Elizabeth,  we  have  not  found  any  other  evidence  of  the  title  of  the  corporation  to 
their  present  landed  estates ; but  they  appear  to  have  been  seised  of  them  for  considerably 
more  than  a century.  The  corporation  book  of  1677,  in  Birmingham  Tower,  contains  a rental, 
the  denominations  in  which  correspond  in  substance  with  those  of  the  present  estate. 

Island  of  Innis-  136.  As  to  the  Island  of  Inniscattery,  this  part  of  the  estate  is  mentioned  in  the  charter  of 
cattery.  James  I.  as  being  of  the  inheritance  of  the  corporation;  and  there  is  extant  in  the  rolls 

office  a fiant  for  a grant  to  the  mayor  and  citizens  of  Limerick,  of  the  site,  circuit,  and  precincts 
of  the  late  religious  house  of  Synan,  with  the  church-yard  to  the  same,  situate,  lying,  and 
being  in  the  island  of  Inniscattie,  in  the  county  of  Limerick,  24  acres  of  land,  arable,  with  the 
appurtenances  in  the  said  island  to  the  said  late  religious  house  belonging,  as  also  the  several 
customs  which  follow,  viz. : — For  every  boat  of  oysters,  coming  to  the  said  city  once  a year, 
1,000  oysters ; of  every  boat  of  herrings,  500  herrings  once  a-year ; and  also  four  cottages,  now 
in  the  occupation  of  the  Prior  of  Inniscattie  ; two  cottages,  now  in  the  tenure  of  there ; 

four  little  cottages,  now  in  the  tenure  of  the  said  late  religious  house  of  Syrtan  ; one  ruinous 
church  ; 20  acres  of  wood  and  stony  ground,  in  the  aforesaid  island,  called  Beechwood ; and 
also  all  the  tithes  of  all  and  singular  the  premises,  with  all  other  cottages,  lands,  tenements, 
&c.,  which  have  been  taken  for  part  or  parcel  of  the  said  site  or  island,  to  the  said  mayor  and 
citizens  of  Limerick,  and  their  successors  for  ever,  in  free  soccage  and  not  in  capite, — rent  per 
annum,  at  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  £3  12s.  8 d.  Irish,  at  St.  Michaelmas  and  Easter,  by 
equal  portions. 
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This  was  delivered  into  the  Chancery  of  Ireland,  on  the  24th  April,  in  the  twentieth  year 
of  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 

137.  Prior  to  the  enactment  of  the  Regulation  Act,  no  uniform  course  appears  to  have  been 
followed  in  the  Lettings  of  the  corporate  estates.  The  Committee  of  the  Irish  House  of  Commons, 
in  1761,  reported  that  they  found  in  one  of  the  council  books  the  following  entry,  dated  the  20th 
August  1728  : — “ A motion  being  made,  and  the  question  put,  that  all  leases  hereafter  to  be 
made  by  this  corporation,  of  any  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments  belonging  to  them,  be  first 
propounded  to  the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred,  for  their  assent  thereunto  before  such  leases  be 
perfected,  the  same  passed  in  the  affirmative,  nemine  contradicente and  they  mention  in 
their  Report,  some  instances  of  leases  so  confirmed.  But  in  later  times  the  confirmation  of 
leases,  by  the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred,  does  not  appear  to  have  been  considered  necessary ; 
and  it  was  admitted  before  the  Committee  of  the.  House  of  Lords,  in  July  1823,  to  whom  the 
Regulation  Act.  was  referred,  “ that  all  the  acts  of  common  council,  from  1746  down  to  the 
present  time,  do  not  appear  to  be  confirmed  by  the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  such  as  have  been  given  in  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  promoters  of  the  Bill,  or  such  as 
appear  by  the  D’Oyer  Hundred  Court  books,  produced  on  the  part  of  the  corporation,  to  have 
been  confirmed- by  the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred ; and  that  during  all  that  time  leases  appear 
to  have  been  made,  monies  granted,  persons  admitted  to  their  franchises,  and  other  corporate 
acts  done  without  (as  far  as  it  appears  by  the  books)  any  confirmation  by  the  Court  of  D’Oyer 
Hundred.”  No  fixed  regulations  prevailed  as  to  advertising  the  properties  to  be  let ; some- 
times a committee  of  the  council  was  appointed  to  receive  proposals  or  fix  the  rent ; sometimes 
the  letting  was  by  public  cant;  but  generally  the  books  merely  notice  the  order  for  the  lease. 
The  course  of  letting  is,  however,  in  these  particulars  now  prescribed  by  the.  Regulation  Act, 
which  provides  that  no  lease  or  other  assignment  whatsoever,  shall  be  made  of  any  part  of  the 
corporation  estate,  except  an  order  for  making  the  same  shall  first  be  made  in  the  common 
council,  and  afterwards  be  approved  of  by  the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred  assembled,  of  the 
holding  of  which  assembly  at  least  seven  days’  previous  notice  shall  be  given;  and  that  no 
reversionary  lease  or  agreement  shall  be  made  of  any  of  the  said  corporation  estate;  and  that 
before  any  lease  or  agreement  be  made  for  any  lands,  tenements,  tolls,  customs,  or  other  here- 
ditaments, belonging  to  the  corporation,  the  same  should  be  publicly  advertised,  and  all  tenders 
or  proposals  relating  thereto  laid  before  the  common  council  and  the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hun- 
dred ; provided,  that  no  lease  or  agreement  be  made  of  tolls  or  customs  for  any  longer  term 
than  one  year  succeeding  the  date  of  such  lease  or  agreement.  There  is  not  any  provision 
restricting  the  term  to  be  granted  of  leases  of  the  corporate  lands ; they  are  generally  let  for 
very  long  terms,  amounting,  in  fact,  to  perpetuities.  Very  large  fines  are  sometimes  taken  on. 
the  leases.  The  lettings,  since  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  in  1761, 
have  not  been  numerous.  Many  of  those  made  before  that  year  appear  fully  to  establish  the 
justice  of  the  Resolutions  of  the  Committee,  already  stated  in  a preceding  part  of  this  Report.. 
A provision  was  contained  in  the  Bill  then  transmitted  to  England,  to  enable  the  corporation 
to  impeach  such  leases  of  the  corporation  estate  as  should  appear  to  them  to  have  been 
improperly  made.  That  Bill  not  having  passed  into  a law,  the  leases  have  remained  undis- 
turbed. The  following  details  of  the  Rental  show  such  particulars  as  we  have  found  respecting 
each  of  the  holdings  contained  in  it  : 

No,  Tenant's  Name.  , Denomination.  Rent,  late  Irish  Currency. 

138.  1 Sir  Edward  Leslie.  Houses  on  Charlotte’s  Quay.  £l  10  0 


The  lease,  under  which  this  rent  was  reserved,  expired  about  the  year  1825.  It  is  stated  in  a note 
to  this  number  in  the  rental,  that  G.  E.  Bruce,  Esq.  claims  an  agreement  for  a lease.  The  facts 
relating  to  this  agreement  appear  to  be  as  follows : — The  premises  were,  on  the  27th  June  1829, 
advertised  to  be  let:  but  at  a meeting  of  the  common  council,  on  the  29th  June  1S29,  it  was  stated  to 
them  that  there  had  been  an  understanding  with  Mr.  Bruce  as  to  a new  lease  being  granted  to  him, 
and  that  a certain  expenditure  had  in  consequence  been  made  by  him  in  repairing  the  premises.  No 
accounts  or  vouchers  of  the  expenditure  were  submitted  to  the  council,  nor  any  survey  or  valuation  of 
the  premises.  The  following  letter,  from  Mr.  Bruce  to  Lord  Gort,  was  produced  to  the  council  by 
his  lordship : 

“ Charleville,  January  19th  1825. 


“ My  Lord, 

“ The  objection  to  the  renewal  of  the  lease  of  the  houses  which  I now  hold  being  removed,  I trust 
your  lordship  will  at  the  next  council  state  my  proposal  for  them,  which  is  £850,  to  be  paid  in  the 
manner  we  have  agreed. 


" I have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord, 

“Your  Lordship’s  humble  servant, 

“ George  Evans  Bruce. 


“To  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Viscount  Gort” 

The  council  upon  the  same  day  (29th  June  1822)  passed  the  following  resolution : 

“ Resolved,  That  it  appearing  to  this  council  that  George  Evans  Bruce,  Esq.,  laid  out  a large  sum 
of  money  on  the  houses  upon  Charlotte’s  Quay,  as  lately  advertised,  with  an  understanding  from  the 
then  chamberlain  that  it  would  be  allowed  to  him  at  the  expiration  of  his  lease,  or  a fresh  lease  granted 
to  him  at  a fine  then  agreed  upon,  at  the  valuation  of  two  competent  persons,  of  J>850  late  Irish 
currency,  Resolved,  that  a fresh  lease  be  made  to  the  said  George  Evans  Bruce,  at  the  old  rent,  he 
paying  the  fine  then  agreed  upon,  of  £850." 

It  does  not  appear  that  this  transaction  was  at  any  time  previously  brought  before  the  consideration 
of  the  common  council.  What  was  the  manner  agreed  on  hetween  Lord  Gort  and  Mr.  Bruce,  for  the 
payment  of  this  fine,  is  not  stated ; but  thepresent  chamberlain  informed  us  that  the  council  understood 
the  payment  was  to  be  in  cash.  The  fine,  however,  has  not  yet  been  paid.  The  chamberlain  has 
applied  for  it  and  interest  on  it  from  the  date  of  the  resolution  to  Mr.  Bruce,  without  effect.  The  last 
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application  prior  to  our  visit  was  in  June  1S33.  Mr.  Bruce  did  not  deny  the  agreement;  he  on  the 
contrary  claimed  the  benefit  of  it.  but  alluded  to  a demand  he  had  against  Lord  Gort  as  a reason  for 
declining  payment  to  the  chamberlain.  No  new  lease  has  been  granted,  nor  has  the  common  council 
taken  any  <teps  to  enforce  payment  of  the  fine,  or  recover  possession  of  the  premises.  Mr.  Bruce 
remains  in  possession  at  the  old  rent  of  £1  10s.  0 cl,  of  the  late  Irish  currency.  It  does  not  appear 
for  what  term  the  new  lease  was  to  be  given  ; the  old  one  was  for  99  years. 

The  premises  are  situate  near  Baal’s  Bridge,  and  are  stated  by  the  chamberlain  to  consist  of  three 
houses,  one  of  which  he  described  as  in  pretty  good  condition,  the  other  two  indifferent. 

No.  Tenant's  Name.  Denomination.  Rent. 

2 Lord  Viscount  Gort.  Houses  in  West  Water  Gate.  £20  0 0 

Five  years  of  this  rent  are  returned  in  arrear  by  the  chamberlain.  These  premises  were  held  at 
105.  yearly  rent,  under  a lease  which  expired  in  the  year  1824.  They  are  described  in  the  registry  of 

lh  Ground  without  West  Water  Gate,  with  a slate-house  and  three  thatched  cabins  thereon,  in  the 
parish  of  St.  Michael  and  south  liberties  of  the  city  of  Limerick,  in  width  30  yards,  in  length 

<?’ 4The  following-'.is  a copy  of  the  entry  in  the  corporation  books,  on  the  subject  of  the  new  letting  to 

Lord  Gort,  on  the  1st  January  1827  : „ 

“Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  proposal  of  Lord  Viscount  Gort  ot  £20,  for  the  concerns  at 
Water  Gate  as  advertised  at  different  times,  being  the  only  one  received,  be  accepted  of,  for  a term  of 
999  years,  to  commence  from  the  29th  September  next,  with  a claim  of  surrender,  after  six  months’ 

r °These  premises  are  described  as  having  been  in  a ruinous  condition,  partly  inhabited  by  paupers. 
Lord  Gort  has  never  taken  out  a lease  or  got  possession  of  the  premises,  or  paid  any  rent  for  them. 
They  were  advertised  for  some  years,  and  a map  was  made  of  them.  Proposals  were  received  for 
them;  but  Lord  Gort’s  was  the  only  proposal  in  1S27,  and  was  as  high  as  any  of  those  previously 
made.’  The  premises  remain  in  the  same  ruinous  state  as  before  the  letting,  neglected  by  the  corpora- 
tion and  unproductive  to  them. 


No.  Tenant's  Name. 

3 Henry  Watson,  Esq. 

These  lands  contain  about  14  acres.  They  v 


Denomination. 

Gortacklins. 


Rent. 

£100  0 0 


i held  under  a lease  for  99  years,  at  the  rent  of 
£15  per  annum  This  lease  expired  in  the  year  1824.  They  were  advertised,  and  several  proposals 
were  received  for  them.  The  present  tenant  was  the  highest  bidder.  lie  is  and  was  at  the  time  a 
member  of  the  common  council.  The  lands  are  set  at  a fair  value.  The  term  is  999  years. 


No. 
4 . 


Tenant’s  Name. 

William  Stamer. 


Denomination. 

House  iii  Bridge  Street. 


Rent. 

£0  11  1 


By  the  corporation  book  of  leases,  it  appears  that  a lease  was  granted  on  the  10th  of  January  1/4S, 
to  David  Bindon,  for  a term  of  999  years,  of  a house,  &c.,  in  Quay-lane,  in  which  Alderman  hexton 
then  dwelt,  at  the  rent  of  12s.  The  consideration  for  it  is  stated  to  have  been  the  surrender  of  a lease 
granted  on  the  22rl  August  1747,  which  reserved  a rent  of  £9  12s.  and  the  payment  of  a fine  of 
J?160,  and  giving  up  two  orders  to  that  amount  on  the  chamberlain.  Quay-lane  is  now  called 
Bridge-streetf  The  present  chamberlain  could  not  give  us  any  information  as  to  the  tenure  or  site  ot 
this  holding ; we  presume  it  to  be  that  demised  by  the  above  lease. 

No.  Tenant’s  Name.  Denomination.  Reutl 

5 Mrs.  Phillips.  House  in  Emblem  Lane.  £3  13  10  . 

Two  and  a half  years  of  this  rent  are  returned  by  the  chamberlain  as  in  arrear ; and  he  states  that  the 
premises  are  in  a bad  state,  and  in  adeeayed  part  of  the  Old  Town.  By  the  corporation  booko  eases, 
it  appears  that  a lease  was  made  in  October  1733,  to  Samuel  Chester,  of  a house  in  Emblem-lane,  tor 
the  term  of  99  years,  at  £4  a year.  This  lease  has  consequently  expired  in  1832.  The  corporation 
has  been  in  possession  of  them  by  a caretaker  since  August  1832.  This  person  has  iwade  a ProPos*J 
to  take  them  on  lease  at  £3  a year,  with  an  undertaking  to  expend  £30  on  them.  They  remaine  , 
however,  at  the  time  of  our  visit,  unset,  awaiting  the  inquiry  as  to  whether  they  were  out  ot  ease 
not,  of  which  the  chamberlain  was  ignorant.  They  consist  of  two  houses,  and  are  described  ous  y 
the  chamberlain  as  in  a most  miserable  state.  The  person  in  possession  pays  no  rent,  nor  ts  ne  pai 
for  taking  care  of  them. 

No.  Tenant’s  Name.  Denomination.  Rent. 

6  Representatives  of  Dr.  Maunsell.  Gortnemanagli  and  Spittle.  £26  15  9 

r'  By  the  corporation  book  ofleases  and  registry  search,  it  appears  that  by  lease  l^th  March  l'a~> 
the  corporation  demised  “ the  Spittle  lands,  containing  1 4 acres,”  to  Matthew  McNamara,  coun 
at  law,  for  99  years,  from  the  29th  September  1744,  at  .£14  per  annum,  in  consideration  ot  a tine 
£120  ; and  by  another  lease,  of  the  same  date,  demised  to  the  same  person  “ North  an,  ^ou 
nemanagh,  the  Park  called  Stephen  Meagher’s,  two  Gortgears,  containing  25  acres,  for  y • 
from  the  25th  March  1745,  at  the  rent  of  £20,  and  in  consideration  of  a fine  ot  300  guineas.  jate 
united  rents,  amounting  to  £34,  have  been  reduced  to  the  present  rent  of  £29  0s.  jo.  o 
currency,  in  consequence  of  part  of  the  lands  having  been  taken  for  the  lunatic  asylum. 


No.  Tenant’s  Name.  Denomination.  Rent. 

7 Joseph  Jones.  Part  of  Clino  Bog.  £92  6 2 

These  premises  were  held  under  a lease  for  99  years,  made  to  Hezekiah  Holland,  which 
1818.  This  lease  is  entered  in  the  corporation  book  of  leases,  and  states  the  lands  to  contain 
The  old  rent  was  £6  a-year.  The  present  lease  is  dated  the  1st  May  1824.  It  is  a lease  or  ’^eD_ 

the  premises  are  described  in  it  as  “the  bog  and  common  pasture  of  Moneyan  cla yn0®  aa  ^,0- 

temp&ne,  in  the  south  liberties  of  the  city  of  Limerick,  parishes  of  St.  Patrick  and  St.  JNic  > 
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taining  97  acres."  The  order  for  it  was  made  by  the  common  council  on  the  29th  August  1823,  two 
days  before  the  Regulation  Act  came  into  operation.  The  lessee  had  been  in  possession  as  a yearly 
tenant.  He  was  not  a member  of  the  council.  The  rent  was  considered  fair,  and  the  lessee  is  stated 
to  have  since  expended  considerable  sums  in  the  improvement  of  the  land. 

No.  Tenant’s  Name,  Denomination.  Rent,  late  Currency. 

8  Joseph  Henry,  Esq.  Part  of  Clino  Bog.  £2  10  0 

.This  is  held  under  a lease  for  ever,  made  by  the  corporation  to  Hugh  Henry,  dated  the  Sth  day  of 
December  173S.  The  premises  are  described  in  it  as  “ the  bog,  called  Clynoe  or  West  Bog  of 
Siugland,  in  the  parish  oi  St.  Patrick,  south  liberties  of  the  city,  containing  20  acres.” 

No.  Tenant's  Name.  Denomination.  Rent,  late  Currency. 

9 John  Wallace,  Esq.  House  in  Bridge  Street.  £5  0 0 

A lease  is  entered  in  the  corporation  book  of  leases,  and  registered,  dated  the  30th  September  1725, 
to  Richard  Roche,  of  premises  on  the  south  side  of  Quay-lane,  for  the  term  of  99  years,  at  the  rent 
of  £5.  We  have  not  found  any  other  lease  appearing  to  correspond  with  this  number.  This  lease 
has,  of  course,  expired  in  1S24. 

No.  Tenant’s  Name.  Denomination.  Rent,  late  Currency. 

10  Representatives  of  Lord  Perry.  Portnalintra.  £0  5 0 

The  lease  of  this  holding  was  made  the  10th  October  174S,  to  Edmund  Sexton  Perry,  Esq.  The 
premises  are  described  as  the  island  of  Portnalintra,  containing  Ia.  Or.  29p.  ; the  demise  is  for 
990  years.  It  recites  a former  lease  to  Edmund  Perry,  grandfather  of  the  lessee,  in  1700,  for 
51  years. 

No.  Tenant’s  Name.  Denomination.  Rent,  late  Currency. 

11  Sir  Richard  Harte.  Corkanree.  £10  0 0 

These  lands  are  situate  near  Ballinacurra,  about  two  miles  from  Limerick.  The  lease  is  dated  the 
Sth  November  1736.  It  describes  the  lauds  as  “ the  lands  of  Corkanree,  called  King’s  Corcasses, 
in  the  south  liberties  of  the  city  of  Limerick,  containing  55  acres.”  The  term  is  99  years. 

No.  Tenant’s  Name.  Denomination.  Rent,  late  Currency. 

12  John  Norris  Russell,  Esq.  House  near  Baal’s  Bridge.  £1  10  0 


CITY.  OF. 
LIMERICK,' 


The  lease  of  these  premises  bears  date  the  22d  March  1766.  It  is  made  to  Francis  Russell,  of 
“ground  on  the  new  quay,  called  the  Lock  Quay,  with  several  houses  thereon;”  the  term  is 
999  years,  and  it  was  made  in  consideration  of  a fine  of  £163  15s. 

No.  Tenant’s  Name.  Denomination.  Rent,  late  Currency. 

13  Representatives  of  David  Roche.  House  in  Castle  Street.  £3  0 0 

This  is  a short  description  of  a holding,  which  the  .chamberlain  stated  he  understood  to  consist  of 
several  premises  in  Castle  Street.  They'  appear  to  be  the  same  as  were  demised  by  the  corporation  to 
David  Roche,  by  lease  of  the  28th  September  1778,  for  999  years,  at  £'S  a-year,  and  which  are 
described  in  the  registry  as  “ the  quarry  outside  Thomond  Gate,  and  a small  plot  of  ground  bounded 
round,  with  the  Dean’s  land  and  river  Shannon,  the  whole  being  1a.  6p.,  ground  about  the  King’s- 
Castle,  in  the  northward  of  the  city,  ground  east  end  of  Thomond  Bridge.” 

No.  Tenant's  Name.  Denomination.  Rent,  late  Currency. 

14  Charles  Sargent,  Esq.  Part  of  Spittle  Land.  £11  0 0 

By  the  corporation  book  of  leases,  it  appears  that  by  lease  of  the  12th  November  1767,  the  corpo- 
ration demised  part  of  the  Spittle  lands,  containing  10a.  Or.  20p.,  to  Alderman  Andrew  Sheppard,  . 
for  999  years,  at  1 a-year. 

No.  Tenant’s  Nume.  Denomination.  Rent,  late  Currency. 

15  Mr.  Joseph  Cripps.  PreachingHouseandPostOffi.ee.  £2.  8 0 

A lease  is  copied  in  the  corporation  book  of  leases,  and  registered,  dated  the  23d  February  1746, 
Dv  which  part  of  the  city  almshouse,  50  feet  in  length  and  27  in  breadth,  is  demised  for  99  years  to 
Richard  Vincent  Burgess,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  20s.  Another  lease  of  June  1747,  to  the  same  person, 
demises  the  city  almshouse  garden,  for  99  years,  at  a peppercorn  rent.  By  another  lease  of 
25th  September  1736,  the  corporation  appears  to  have  demised  to  Thomas  Vincent  Burgess,  a waste 
plot  on  the  south  side  of  the  Tholsel,  for  99  years,  at  the  rent  of  £l  8s.  The  first  and  last  of  these 
rents  make  the  rent  of  £2  8s.  mentioned  in  the  rental.  The  chamberlain  stated  to  us  that  he 
conceived  the  rent  to  be  paid  for  the  old  preaching  house,  in  Little  Cray-lan^,  and  old  post  office,, 
in  Nicholas- street. 

No.  Tenant’s  Name.  Denomination.  Rent,  late '.Currency. 

16  Thomas  Norris.  Holdings  near  Penny  Well.  £9  0 0 

We  have  not  found  any  evidence  respecting  this  holding  further -than  the  statement  of  the  chamber-- 
lain,  that  it  consisted  of  various  small  houses  and  pabins,  uear  Peony  Well  ; that  he  had  been  ohliged 
to  resort  to  frequent  distresses  and  to  take  the  rent  in  very  small  sums;  aud  that  the  occupiers  paid  a 
profit  rent  to  a descendant  of  Thomas  Norris. 

No.  Tenant’s  Name.  Denomination.  Rent,  late  Currency. 

17  Representatives  of  James  Sargent.  Monemucky.  £12  0 0 

By  a lease  of  15th  March  1748,  the  corporation  demised  to  Peter  Sargent,  burgess,  the  following 
lands : “ North  Cloon,  or  Old  Gallows  Green,  coutaining  8a.  3r.  7p.  ; the  island  or  bog  of  Monemucky, 
otherwise  Labinamucky,  containing  11  a.  3r.  6p.,  and  In,  12p,  between  the  said  bog  and  East  Water 
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i the  north  side  of  the  liberties,  as 
n or  leading  through  the  said  lands, 


Gate  South  Cloon,  otherwise  Rockstown,  containing  3a.  1r.  9p.,  outside  East  Water  Gate,  and  in  the 
south  liberties  of  the  city  of  Limerick, 0 for  a term  of  999  years,  at  the  rent  of  £12.  This  leaseappears 
by  the  corporation  book  of  leases  to  have  been  made  in  consideration  of  the  surrender  of  two  former 
leases. 

Tenant’s  Name.  Denomination.  Rent,  late  Currency. 

jg  Mrs.  Wight.  Monebraher.  £10  10  0 

In  1717  the  corporation  demised  to  Edward  Wight,  for  a term  of  99  years,  at  the  rent  of  £21. 
«<  o-round  within  St.  John’s  Gate,  22  feet  in  breadth  ; land,  part  of  Croaght;  land  without  said  gate, 
containinn-  24  feet  in  length  and  20  in  breadth  ; commons  of  Monebraher,  containing  92a.  Or.  9p.  ; 
also  a vacancy  over  the  river,  south  end  of  west  side  of  Ball  s Bridge  ; common  pound  and  ground 
adjoinin'1-  without  Thomond  Gate,  and  all  such  common  lands  in 
contained  in  survey ; with  40  feet  in  breadth  for  every  high-road  oi 

WIuV?748  Ss  hSdinff  was  demised  by  new  leases  to  John  Wight,  alderman.  They  are  dated  the 
22d  December  1748  one,  the  corporation  demised  to  him  “ Monebraher,  in  the  north  suburbs  of 
the  city,  with  tenements  fronting  the  road  leading  from  Limerick  to  Ennis  ; a small  plot  of  ground, 
.dioinin-  the  mayor’s  stone,  the  Kercher,  containing  87a.  1 it.  24e.  The  other  ease  demised  to  him 
.<  Croairht  and  ground  adjoining,  without  St.  John's  Gate ; the  pound  and  stables  without  Thomond 
Gate,  fronting  the  river  Shannon,  6S  feet ; house  adjoining  the  town  wall  south  end  west  side  of  Ball's 
Bridge,  in  the  city  of  Limerick.”  . - . 

Both  these  leases  are  for  terms  of  999  years  ; each  reserves  the  yearly  rent  of  £o  5j.,  making  the 
'present  rent  of  £10  10s. 

No<  Tenant’s  Name.  Denomination.  Rent,  late  Currency. 

19  D.  F.  G.  Mahony,  Esq.  Rebogue  Island.  £120  0 0 

The  tenant  is  the  present  chamberlain.  The  lease  is  dated  the  22d  November  1881,  and  is  for 
OQ9  years.  The  tenement  is  described  as  “ the  two  tslands  called  Kebogue,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Patrick, 
t|„  the  city  of  Limerick,  containing  46  acres."  These  premises  were  formerly  demised  for  99  years,  at 
the  yearly  rent  of  £8.  The  interest  in  that  lease  became  vested  in  the  present  tenant  and  Daniel 
Gabbett,  Esq.,  also  a men, her  of  the  common  council ; it  expired  in  1817  and  they  renamed  m pos- 
yeady  tenants  for  four  years,  at  the  rent  of  il04.  They,  in  1817,  proposed  to  take  a new 
at  the  latter  rent,  but  the  council  considered  it  better  not  to  grant  a lease  then,  and  con- 
tinued them  as  yearly  tenants.  The  chamberlain  staled  that  he  believed  the  council  lit  the  mean  time 
J * ...  , Vi  i * 1 ju..*  onarir  r.iihlifitv  wnc  mvpn  to  the  intention  ot 


session 

lease  of  it, ’at  the  latter  rem 

used  various  ways  to  set  tile  land  to  ndvantage.  and  that  every  public, ly  was  given  to  the  intent™  of 
lettinn-  them  ; but  he  did  not  know  that  they  were  advertised.  The  lease  was  made  to  Garret  Hugh 
Fitzgerald,  Esq.,  (who  is  now,  but  was  not  then,  a member  of  the  common  council,)  as  a trustee 
for  the  present  tenant  and  Mr.  Gabbett.  The  interest  is  now  solely  vested  in  the  former.  He 
described  the  land  as  being  pretty  much  in  the  same  stale  as  when  the  lease  was  made,  that  they ' ™er® 
flooded  in  winter,  and  would  require  more  heavy  expenditure  to  keep  the  water  off  than  lie  would  be 
disposed  to  make.  He  further  stated,  that  on  close  measurement  they  would  be  43  or  44  acres,  and 
.that  they  were  let  by  him  as  44  acres,  at  four  guineas  an  acre. 

No.  Tenant’s  Name.  Denomination.  Rent,  late  Currency. 

20  Representatives  of  D.  Bourke.  House  in  Mongret-street.  £6  5 0 

In  the  book  of  leases  we  found  copied  a lease,  dated  the  6th  October  1735,  by  which  the  corporation 
-demised  to  John  Pudner  a piece  of  ground  on  west  side  of  Mongret-lane,  78  feet  m frqnt  and  -0  feet 
•in  breadth,  for  the  term  of  99  years,  from  the  25th  March  1736,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  £6  5s. 

No.  Tenant’s  Name.  Denomination.  . Rent. late  Currency. 

21  Mrs.  Brady.  Joyce’s  Mills.  £3  10  0 

By  a lease  of  2d  July  1747,  it  appears  that  the  corporation  demised  to  Henry  Long,  John  Vincent, 
Richard  and  George  Waller,  “ premises  in  Golden  Mill-lane,  now  called  City  Brewery-lane,  with 


waste  plot  and  old  walls  adjoining  ; also  another  waste  plot  adjoining  the  town  wall ; all  situt 
middle  ward  parish  of  St.  Mary,  and  city  of  Limerick,”  for  999  years,  at  the  rent  oi  ±3  1W- 


Rent,  late  Currency. 

£34  2 6 


- all  situate  in  the 

Mary,  and  city  c 

No.  Tenant’s  Name.  Denomination. 

22  Sir  C.  Marrett.  Scattery  Island. 

This  is  a lease  for  ever,  made  in  December  1823,  to  Sir  Christopher  A.  Marrett,  Knight,  an  alderman 
and  one  of  the  committee  of  accounts.  The  proposal  by  him,  and  the  order  of  the  common  cou 
accepting  it,  appear  to  have  been  made  on  the  29th  August  1823,  two  days  before  the  eo* 

Act  commenced.  It  appears  that  by  lease  of  the  19th  September  1717,  the  corporation  emis 
Randal  Holland,  “the  island  of  Inniscattery,  in  the  river  Shannon,  with  the  pilotage  o s p 
accustomed  fees,”  to  •hold  for  99-  years,  at  the  rent  of  £34.  The  chamberlain’s  °^*erv®  10n.s  . , 

rentroll,  printed  in  the  Appendix  B.  to  the  Report  of  the  Select  Committee  of  1822,  No.  1 . s 
no  rent  had  been  received  out  of  this  holding  within  the  last  40  years,  and  that  it.  was  then  un  J 
ment.  Considerable  expense  appears  to  have  been  incurred  by  the  corporation  in  fina  y o n 
possession  of  the  island.  The  costs  of  the  ejectment  were  £308  14s.  bd.,  besides  a sum  o ’ ’ 

paid  for  effecting  service.  A sum  of  £122  appears  paid  on  the  2-2d  August  18'-8,  or  +v,"  ™r[t  of 
incurred  in  the  Scattery  suits  ; £100  in  July  1829,  for  expenses  in  taking  possession  un  e t0 

habere;  and  £101  13s.  6d.,  in  1830,  to  persons  keeping  possession.  A11J,|'ese,  exp^n^„:n  i!ated  to 
have  been  incurred  after  the  lease  was  made  to  Sir  Christopher  Marrett.  The  cham  er  ;sland 
us  that  it  was  understood  that  Sir  Christopher  Marrett  was  to  have  obtained  possession  o j,is 

without  expense  to  the  corporation,  and  that  the  lease  was  made  to  him  under  the  impres  q . r 

influence  and  connexions  in  the  county  of  Clare  would  have  enabled  him  to  do  so.  * did  not 

Marrett  died  about  1824.  Pending  the  proceedings  to  obtain  possession,  his  represeii  a 1330, 
pay  any  rent.  The  first  payment  by  them,  on  account  of  rent,  is  on  the  18th  day  of  o jease> 

for  a half-year’s  rent  due  the  1st  August  1830.  The  rent,  from  the  commencemen  ,jon  to 

amounted  on  the  1st  February  1830,  to  £204  15s.  Proceedings  were  taken  by  the  c p 
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recover  it ; but  on  the  advice  of  council  and  of  the  law  agent  of  the  corporation;  it  was  agreed  that 
this  arrear  should  be  released  on  the  representatives  of  Sir  Christopher  Marrett  paying  to  the  corpora- 
tion £117  2s.  11c?.  on  account  of  the  expenses  of  taking  possession.  The  island  is  now  1st  by  the 
representatives  of  Sir  C.  Marrett,  to  the  occupying  tenant,  for  a term  of  three  lives  or  31  years,  at  the 
rent  of  £S1  10s.  It  contains  103  acres,  ot  which  four  are  in  possession  of  Government,  having  been 
purchased  from  the  corporation  in  the  year  1810  for  the  Ordnance  service.  Serious  difficulties 
appear  to  have  been  experienced  and  expenses  incurred  in  making  the  island  productive  to  the  present 
tenant,  from  the  resistance  of  those  who  had  been  in  possession.  He  has  provided  for  them  elsewhere, 
and  he  stated  to  us  that  he  has  expended  .£800  in  improvement  of  the  island,  and  the  removal  of  the 
former  occupants.  It  is  two  miles  and  a half  from  the  shore,  and  annual  expense  and  loss  are  incurred 
in  the  communication  with  it.  Much  of  the  difficulty  attending  this  property  to  the  tenant  appears  to 
have  arisen  from  a determination  to  get  rid  of  the  persons  in  possession,  and  an  offer  of  a rent  of  £100 
of  the  late  currency,  made  by  the  priest  of  the  parish  on  their  behalf,  and  other  offers  from  persons 
who,  it  was  supposed,  would  have  left  them  in  the  occupation,  were  rejected  by  the  representatives  of 
Sir  Christopher  Marrett.  The  interests  of  the  present  occupying  tenant,  and  of  the  heirs  of  Sir 
Christopher,  appear  to  be  considered  as  worth  more  than  £1,200.  The  land  is  described  as  liable  to 
diminution  by  encroachments  of  the  sea,  and  about  20  acres  are  protected  by  an  artificial  embankment. 
It  was  stated  that  the  common  council  caused  the  intended  letting  to  be  advertised ; but  it  does  not  appear 
that  any  proposals  were  made  at  the  time  save  that  of  Sir  Christopher  Marrett.  On  the  whole,  it  is  not 
probable  that,  under  the  circumstances  in  which  this  property  was  situated  in  1S23,  a higher  rent  could 
have  been  then  obtained  ; but  those  circumstances,  and  the  great  difficulty  and  expense  of  obtaining 
possession,  appear  to  have  been  but  the  natural  result  of  the  long  neglect  of  their  interests  by  the  cor- 
poration ; and  independent  of  any  objection  to  the  demise  from  the  position  of  the  lessee  as  a member 
of  the  common  council  and  of  the  committee  of  accounts,  the  letting  of  property  not  actually  in  posses- 
sion, without,  at  least,  some  provision  to  compel  the  lessee  to  defray  the  expense  of  recovering  it,  or 
to  abandon  the  lease,  seems  a very  improvident  exercise  of  the  powers  of  the  common  council.  The 
corporation  have,  on  the  whole,  expended  about  £500  and  sacrificed  £200  in  rent,  in  obtaining  the 
present  income  from  this  part  of  their  estate. 

No.  Tenant's  Name.  Denomination.  Rent,  late  Currency. 

23  William  Carr.  Garden  ii*  Little  Island.  £1  2 9 

This  is  held  under  a lease,  dated  2d  April  1747,  to  Robert  Davis,  of  “ the  field  in  the  little  island, 
containing  one  acre  and  a quarter,”  for  99  years.  Mr.  Davis  was  a member  of  the  common  council. 
The  consideration  is  stated  to  be  the  surrender  of  a former  lease  for  his  life  and  expenditure  in 
improvements. 

No.  Tenant’s  Name.  Denomination.  Rent,  late  Currency. 

24  Representatives  of  James  O’Brien.  Vaults  under  the  Court  House.  £0  5 0 

The  lease  of  this  holding  is  dated  10th  March  1764  ; it  is  for  80  years,  and  appears  to  have  been 
made  in  consideration  of  a fine  of  £152,  which  was  to  be  applied  in  rebuilding  the  court  house. 

No.  Tenant’s  Name.  Denomination.  Rent,  late  Currency. 

25  Miss  Sargent.  House  in  Castle  Street.  £5  0 0 

We  have  not  ascertained  the  particulars  of  this  holding. 

No.  Tenant’s  Name.  Denomination.  Rent,  late  Currency. 

26  Henry  J.  Ingram.  Monegalagh.  £8  10  0 

This  appears  to  be  one  of  those  holdings,  the  demises  of  which  are  so  severely  animadverted  on  by 
the  committee  of  1761.  The  particulars  relating  to  it,  as  we  have  been  able  to  collect  them  from  the 
registry  search  and  corporation  books,  tend  to  show  that  in  this  respect  the  resolutions  of  the  committee 
were  not  without  foundation. 

By  a lease  of  10th  June  1747,  the  corporation  demised  to  Arthur  Roche  premises  described  as 
“ Latulla  Field,  with  waste  ground  adjoining,  and  the  little  field  or  meadow  adjoining  the  Black  Boy 
turnpike  gate,  containing,  in  the  whole,  11a.  2r.  15p.,  in  the  south  liberties  of  the  city  of  Limerick, 
for  999  years,  at  the  rent  of  £2.”  An  entry  in  the  common  council  book  of  March  6 1746,  contains 
a resolution  that  the  council  looked  upon  themselves  “ in  justice  bound  to  make  some  acknowledgment 
and  recompense  to  Arthur  Roche,  Esq.,  alderman,  town  clerk  of  the  city,  for  the  several  years  he  hath 
hitherto  served  and  closely  attended  the  office  of  town  clerk,  which  did  not  produce  to  him  an  income 
suitable  to  such  attendance  and  trouble,  it  manifestly  appearing  that  the  said  Arthur  Roche,  from  time 
to  time,  at  the  request  of  the  several  mayors,  sheriffs,  and  many  other  citizens  of  the  said  city,  remitted 
fees  and  perquisites  due  to  him  arising  from  the  said  office,  from  indigent  and  necessitous  inhabitants, 
whereby  he  has  suffered  considerable  losses.”  Tbenext  lease,  appearing  to  be  granted  to  Arthur  Roche, 
is  dated  the  26th  March  1747.  It  is  a demise  for  999  years,  at  £l  per  annum,  of  “ Monevgallagh 
Bog,  otherwise  Galvoane,  otherwise  Gallavone,  otherwise  English  Moor,  with  strips  of  pasturable 
land  round  and  adjoining  same,  containing  about  40a.  In.  13p. ; also  a field  containing  between 
five  and  six  acres,  adjoining  the  said  bog;  hospital  land,  containing  near  10 acres,  situate  in  the  south 
liberties  of  the  city  ; ground  without  St.  John’s  Gate,  parish  St.  Lawrence,  in  that  part  of  the  suburbs 
called  the  Spittle;  about  eight  tenements  and  ground  behind  the  same,  inside  St.  John’s  Gate,  near 
the  city  wall ; ground  within  West  Water  Gate ; premises  in  the  Gate  Lane ; ground,  with  cabin 
thereon,  between  the  two  gates  going  to  the  little  island,  next  the  city  wall,  and  opposite  the  chancellor's 
garden  ; a field,  on  the  road  from  the  city  to  Kilmallock.”  It  appears  that  soon  afterwards,  by  lease 
of  the  14th  November  1748,  all  the  premises  comprised  in  the  two  foregoing  leases  were  granted  for 
ever  to  Arthur  Roche,  with  the  following  ground,  viz. : “ ground  fronting  the  street  without  St. 
John’s  Gate;  ground  without  said  gate,  opposite  the  house  known  by  the  name  of  the  Harrow 
Green  land  ; ground  without  St.  John’s  Gate,  14  yards  fronting  the  street ; part  of  the  Cronlagh  slate- 
house,  without  Thomond  Gate;”  at  a rent  for  the  whole  of£S  10*.,  being  the  rent  now  paid  on  this 
holding.  & 

No.  Tenant’s  Name.  Denomination.  Rent,  late  Currency.  _ 

27  Alexander  Shearer,  Esq.  House  in  Mardyke.  £3  0 0 
M.  C.  I.  5 E 
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The  lease  of  this  holding  is  dated  the  5th  September  1758.  It  is  made  to  John  Vincent  Burgess, 
for  999  years,  of  “the  lands  of  Mardyke  ; plots  without  West  Water  Gate  ; Boherkeagh,  Boherard’ 
Traisten,  commonly  overflowed  by  the  tide ; and  the  waste  plot  of  ground  adjoining  them,  called  the 
Wilderness.”  The  rent  reserved  is  £3.  This  lease  recites  a previous  lease  to  John  Vincent,  in  1715 
and  the  intention  to  build  a custom-house,  and  reserves  to  the  mayor,  sheriffs,  and  citizens  privilege  to 
wash,  bleach, 'and  use  all  lawful  exercises  in  the  part  not  then  quayed  in,  or  to  he  appropriated  to  the 
custom-house;  and  that  the  quay  should  always  remain  open,  paying  to  the  lessee  a reasonable 
quayage  ; and  that  50  feet  in  depth  of  the  lauds  of  Mardyke,  and  29  feet  in  depth  of  the  other  lands, 
were  always  to  remain  open  for  a quay. 

No.  Tenant's  Name.  • Denomination.  Kent,  late  Currency. 

2S  Representatives  of  Patrick  Mealey.  House  near  Castle-street.  £7  0 0 

This  is  believed  by  the  chamberlain  to  be  a holding  demised  to  Thomas  Vereker,  Esq.,  by  lease  of 
the  1st  July  1800,  at  £7  a-year.  An  order  of  the  common  council,  of  7th  October  1799,  directed  it 
to  be  advertised  for  99  years,  and  describes  it  as  “ the  lot  of  ground  lately  enclosed  for  a market,  near 
the  parade  of  the  Castle  Barrack.” 

No.  Tenant’s  Name.  Denomination.  Rent.  * 

29  Cornelius  Nash.  Carrigour  Mills.  £16  16  0 

This  holding  is  demised  by  lease  of  19th  November  1S31,  os  “ ground  on  the  river  Shannon, 
called  Carrigour  Mills.”  The  tenant  covenanted  to  expend  £500  in  buildings,  which  were  in  great 
progress  at*  the  time  of  our  visit.  This  holding  had  been  held  at  £'5  rent,  under  a demise  for  99 
years,  in  1730. 

No.  Tenant’s  Name.  .Denomination.  Rent,  late  Currency. 

30  Miss  Ingram.  Little  Island.  £10  0 

“ The  little  island,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Mary,  and  middle  ward  of  the  city  of  Limerick,”  was 
demised  at  this  rent  to  John  Ingram,  by  lease  of  December  22,  174S,  for  the  term  of  99  years. 

No.  Tenant’s  Name.  . Denomination.  Rent,  late  Currency. 

31  Representatives  of  Amos  Vereker.  Part  of  Cloon.  £5  0 0 

It  appears  from  the  registry  search,  that  “ part  of  Cloon,  containing  two  acres,”  was  demised  by 
lease  of  October  1,  1717,  to  Francis  Serjeant,  for  99  years,  at  £5  a-year;  and  a second  lease,  of  the 
same  date,  of  part  of  Cloon,  containing  two  acres,  appears  registered  for  the  same  term,  and  at  the 
same  rent,  to  William  Franklin.  Part  of  the  Cloon,  or  Old  Gallows  Green,  containing  six  acres,  and 
another  part  of  Cloon,  containing  1a.  Sr.  24p.,  are  comprised  with  other  lands  in  a lease  of  1737,  to 
Peter  Serjeant,  for  99  years,  at  the  rent  of  £7.  These  are  the  only  leases  we  have  found  evidence 
of  relating  to  premises  of  this  description. 

No.  Tenant’s  Name.  Denomination.  Rent,  late  Currency: 

32  Representatives  of  James  Sexton.  Holdings  on  Merchant’s  Quay.  £20  0 0 

By  a lease  of  October  4,  1739,  the  corporation  demised  to  Mary  Sexton  “ a house  on  the  quay, 
two  small  patches  near  the  Spittle  on  St.  John’s  Garden  without  St.  John’s  Gale,  with  houses,  &c. 
thereon,  for  the  term  of  99  years,  at  the  rent  of  £20.” 

No.  Tenant’s  Name.  Denomination.  Rent,  late  Currency. 

33  Representatives  of  P.  Roclie.  Stores.  £0  10  0 

The  chamberlain  stated  that  this  holding  consisted  of  large  extensive  stores,  built  for  Mr.  Philip 
Roche,  deceased,  and  now  occupied  by  Messrs.  Kelly  and  Co.  We  have  not  found  evidence  of  the 
particulars  of  the  lease. 

No.  Tenant’s  Name.  Denomination.  Rent,  late  Currency. 

34  Representatives  of  Rev.  J.  Hoare.  Hot  in  Scabby-lane.  £0  5 0 

This  was  stated  by  the  chamberlain  to  be  a small  plot  of  ground  where  the  milk  market  is  kept. 
We  have  not  found  evidence  of  the  particulars  of  the  lease. 

No.  Tenant’s  Name.  Denomination.  Rent,  late  Currency. 

35  Mr.  John  Vereker.  House  in  St.  Munchin’s-lane.  £5  0 0 

Tin’s  is  a feefarm  grant,  made  by  the  corporation,  by  deed  of  January  27,  1747,  to  Charles  Smyth, 
Esq.,  of  “ premises  opposite  St.  Munchin’s  churchyard.” 

No.  Tenant’s  Name.  Denomination.  Ren,>  late  Currency. 

36  Mr.  John  Vereker.  Holdings  on  Merchant’s  Quay.  £0  5 0 


' This  appears  to  be  also  held  under  a feefarm  grant,  to  the  same  Charles  Smyth,  dated  the  same 
day,  of  “ ground  extending  from  the  short  tower  on  the  quay,  towards  Mrs.  Kings  Mills,  con  am- 
ing  320  feet,  to  low  water  mark,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Mary,  Middle  Ward,  city  of  Limerick. 


No.  Tenant’s  Name. 

37  Mr  John  Vereker. 


Denomination. 

Holdings,  Assembly  House  Quay. 


Rent,  late  Currency. 

£5  0 0 


The  corporation  book  of  leases  contains  a copy  of  a lease  dated  the  7th  October  lJ6o,  to  ® 
Charles  Smyth,  of  “ strand  or  ground  on  the  north  side  of  West  Water  Gate,  extending  *rom.  , 
to  Prior’s  Mills,  leaving  a street  open  for  a passage  to  the  river,  and  permitting  a quay  to  e rai  , 

the  north  side  of  40  feet,  for  the  term  of  999  years,  at  the  rent  of  £5.”  The  chamberlain  as  r 
15  years  of  the  rent  as  in  arrear,  and  the  payment  of  it  is  objected  to  by  the  owners  or  s are 
of  the  assembly  house,  who  deny  the  liability  of  that  building  to  the  rent.  Mr.  John  ere  ® a . 
one  of  many  shareholders,  and  he  disclaimed  all  knowledge  of  the  lease;  nor  cou  ® j 

except  as  a shareholder,  his  name  was  introduced  into  the  rental.  It  appears  extraor  a y > 
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although  this  holding,-  was  comprised,  ill  the  same  words,  in  the  rental  of  1822,  returned  by  Lord 
Gort,  when  chamberlain,  and  the  arrears  of  rent  have  been  brought  before  the  common  council  and 
Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred,  as  they  accrued,  by  the  chamberlain's  accounts,  no  steps  appear  to  have 
been  taken  to  determine  the  legal  liability  of  the  premises,  or  even  to  institute  an  inquiry  on  the  subject. 
, No.  Tenant’s  Name.  Denomination.  Rent,  late  Currency. 

38  Richard  Moore,  Esq.  Rliebogue.  £‘0  11  3 

This  is  the  only  remaining  chief  rent  paid  to  the  corporation  of  those  already  enumerated. 

No.  Tenant’s  Name.  Denomination.  Rent,  late  Currency. 

39  Mr.  Fitzgibbon.  Ballyseeda.  £0  11  3 

This  is  returned  as  73i  years  in  arrear.  We  have  already  alluded  to  it  as  one  of  the  old  chief  rents. 
The  chamberlain  stated  to  us,  that  he  supposed  the  premises  to  be  the  residence  of  Thomas  Gibbon 
Fitzgibbon,  Esq.,  and  had  made  application  lately  to  him,  who  expressed  bis  ignorance  of  such 
liability. 

No.  Tenant’s  Name.  Denomination.  Rent,  late  currency. 

40  Representatives  of  John  Ferrar.  Holdings  in  Thomond  Gate.  £2  10  0 

- This  holding  is  under  a lease  of  2d  June  1769,  made  to  Peter  Francis  Sergeant,  burgess,  for  999 
years,  of  “ land  between  Mass-house-lane,  and  without  Thomond  Gate  and  Joint’s  Mills,  containing 
In.  14p.,”  at  the  yearly  rent  of  £2  10s. 

No.  Tenant’s  Name.  Denomination.  Rent,  late  Currency. 

41  Lord  Viscount  Gort.  Limekilns,  &c.  £67  7 3 


The  circumstances  connected  with  this  holding  are  made  the  subject  of  special  notice  in  the  “Report 
of  the  Select  Committee  on  the  City  of  Limerick  Taxation,”  p.  11.  The  premises  comprised  in  it 
are  thus  classed,  in  the  Return  made  by  Lord  Viscount  Gort  to  that  committee,  Appendix  B.  No.  16, 


p.  209 : 


No.  1,  2,  3,  4.  Plots  “ called  the  Lime  Kilns” 

6.  Plot  iu  Irishtown,  neav  to  Francis-street 

7.  Plot  in  Garryowen  - 

8.  Plot  adjoining  Thomond  Bridge - 

9.  Plot  called  Hastings’  Holdings  - 

10.  O’Meara’s  Plot  - 

11.  Plot  adjoining  high  road  at  Pennyvell  - 


' £ s.  d. 
14  15  9 
4 11  0 
9 2 0 
11  7 6 
13  13  0 
13  13  0 
0 5 0 


£67  7 3 


This  is  the  valuation  which  was  made  of  the  premises  by  a committee,  of  three  of  the  common 
council,  appointed  on  the  2Sth  June  1819.  The  resolution  appointing  this  committee,  their  report 
of  the  30th  June,  and  the  resolution  of  the  council  of  the  11th  October  1819,  ordering  a lease  to  be 
made  to  his  lordship  for  ever,  or  for  lives  renewable  for  ever,  according  to  the  valuation,  are  printed  .in 
the  Minnies  of  Evidence  taken  before  the  Select  Committee  on  the  Limerick  Election.  (June  1820, 
p.  69.)  Lord  Gort  was  then  the  chamberlain  of  the  corporation,  and,  as  a member  of  the  council, 
siirued  the  resolutions.  Several  of  the  lots  had  been  some  years  out  of  lease,  and  it  does  not  appear 
that  any  of  them  were  advertised  for  letting.  A committee  was  appointed  on  the  29th  January  1817, 
to  receive  proposals  for  the  different  grounds  and  houses  belonging  to  the  corporation  then  out  ot 
lease,  and  to  report  to  the  common  council  their  opinions  as  to  the  best  mode  of  disposing  of  “'em.  at  a 
council  to  he  held  previous  to  the  25th  day  of  March  then  next,  from  which  time  they  would  be  let  and 
possession  given,  if  the  value  was  offered.  Lord  Gort,  as  chamberlain,  was  a member  of  this  committee. 
The  common  council,  generally,  were  uninformed  of  the  state  of  the  revenues  of  the  corporation,  or  tlie 
particulars  of  its  rental,  it  not  being  then  the  course  to  submit  the  chamberlain’s  accounts  to  them, 
and  the  business  of  the  committee  of  accounts  was  confined  to  the  investigation  of  the  expenditure. 
Whether  the  members  of  the  special  committee  appointed  to  value  the  premises,  were  apprized  or  tne 
income  which  the  corporation  derived  from  them  since  they  had  fallen  out  of  lease,  or  of  the  ormer 
rents,  we  are  unable  to  state,  but  their  valuation,  which  was  made  in  two  days  after  their  appointment 
is  silent  on  the  subject.  No  inquiry  was  made  by  the  council  as  to  such  particulars  ; and  tha  o y 
having,  by  its  resolution  of  the  28th  June  1819,  agreed  to  let  the  houses  and  plots  to  Lord  Gort,  at  a 
rent  to  be  ascertained  by  the  committee,  acted  implicitly  on  the  report  without  further  mvesti  ati  . 
The  following  is  the  description  of  the  extensive  premises  demised,  as  stated  in  the  memorial  m 
registry  office : ~ 

“ Lots  number  1,  2,  and  3,  called  “Carr’s  Premises,”  situated  near  the  new  corn  market,  south 
suburbs  of  the  city  of  Limerick,  whereon  was  formerly  a tan-yard,  called  Carr  s Tan-y  , p 

which  was  lately  erected  the  new  linen  hall  and  butter  weigh-hou.se  bounde d “ ™ 

south-east  with  Carr-street,  on  the  north  by  the  lane  or  passage  usually  cae  Raker's  oremises 

on  the  west  partly  by  Mr.  Geason’s  ground,  and  on  the  south-west  by  Mr.  Robert  Baker  s premises, 
parUfTwX  5 Z is  now  included  and  inclosed  within  the  said  Robe* "T1 
ingin  front  to  Carr-street  291  feet,  and  in  depth  on  the  BohergI.se  road  201 5 fed ,r rod 
168  feet  fbe  the  same  more  or  less:)  as  also  all  that  and  those  the  lot  number. 4,  situate  without 
West  Watergate,  commonly  called  « The  Limekiln  Concerns,”  as  the  same  was  ongjnahj ^mise^Uo 
Alderman  William  Franklin,  by  the  name  of  the  “ Limekilns  ' Harreen.  WhifeThoml Hadctt 
reenaboy,”  with  other  little  patches,  originally  in  the  occupation  of  Laurence  White,  rhom^  Haaet, 
Richard  Lillis,  and  one  John  Seaton,  with  the  garden  plot  orally  held ^ by  Bartho  omew^ 

amounting  in  the  whole  to  two  acres  or  thereabouts,  and  set  forth  in the W demise to AMimnm 

William  Franklin,  ns  bounded  on  the  north  with  the  high  road,  and  stream  from .West  W.t|tgate 
Garner’s  Mills,  on  the  east  with  the  highway  under  the  city  wall,  on  the  wes t ■ with  part  o Mr. . Bo ™ 
and  Colonel  Pery’s  land,  and  in  the  centre  with  a plot  of  ground  belonging  to  the  church,  lyln=  and 
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bein'?  in  the  south  suburbs  of  the  city  of  Limerick,  in  as  full  and  ample  a manner  as  the  same  was 
held^and  enjoyed  by  the  said  Alderman  William  Franklin,  or  his  representatives  or  assigns,  which  said 
lot  is  now  partly  covered  with  the  ruins  of  houses,  old  walls,  some  cabins,  stores,  and  stables:  as  also 
all  that  and  those  the  lot  number  6,  situate  on  the  west  side  of  St.  John’s-street,  in  the  south  ward  of 
the  city  of  Limerick,  as  originally  demised  to  Alderman  Richard  Craven,  for  99  years,  from  29th  day 
of  September  1717,  containing  in  length  from  the  west  side  of  the  street  186  feet,  and  in  breadth  16 
feet,  hounded  on  the  south  with  Francis-street,  and  on  the  north  with  St.  John-street,  in  as  full  and 
ample  a manner  as  the  same  was  held  and  enjoyed  by  the  said  Alderman  Richard  Craven,  and  those 
deriving  under  him  : and  also  all  that  and  those  the  lot  number  7,  being  a plot  of  ground  situate  in 
Garryowen.  in  the  south  liberties  of  the  city  of  Limerick,  known  by  the  name  of  Crotagh,  as  the  same 
was  originally  demised  to  Alderman  Randall  Holland,  for  99  years,  from  29th  September  1715,  con- 
taining 2n.  20p.,  bounded  on  the  south-west  with  part  of  the  corporation  land,  formerly  known  by 
the  name  of  “ Hospital,”  and  a garden  originally  held  by  Thomas  Arstner,  on  the  north-west  with 
part  of  Crotagh,  formerly  called  the  “ Market  Place,”  and  on  the  north-east  and  south-west  with 
Killeene  and  the  old  walls  of  the  abbey  gate,  in  as  full  and  ample  a manner  as  the  same  was  held  by 
the  said  Alderman  Randall  Holland,  his  representatives  or  assigns,  or  by  Mr.  Michael  Malonv,  of  the- 
city  of  Limerick,  clothier:  as  also  all  that  and  those  the  lot  number  S,  being  that  parcel  or  plot  of 
ground  next  adjoining  the  north-east  end  of  Thomond  Bridge,  in  the  north  suburbs  of  the  city  of 
Limerick,  and  upon  which  there  are  standing  14  dwelling-houses  and  shops,  including  the  house 
formerly  called  the  “ Swan  Inn,”  and  extending  from  the  house  next  the  bridge,  occupied  by  Mr. 
John  Hodges,  to  the  house  near  the  slip  beyond  the  Swan  Inn,  containing  in  front,  or  streetwards, 
251  feet,  as  the  same  is  now  held  and  enjoyed  by  Arthur  Gloster,  Esq.,  and  his  several  undertenants, 
and  by  Mr.  James  Moore  and  his  undertenants,  bounded  in  front  partly  by  the  great  road  leading  to 
Ennis  from  Thomond  Bridge,  and  partly  by  the  passage  to  the  Slip  beyond  the  Swan  Inn,  and  in 
the  rear  by  the  River  Shannon  : as  also  all  that  and  those  the  lots  numbers  9 and  10,  situate,  lying, 
and  being  without  Thomond  Gate,  in  the  north  suburbs  of  the  city  of  Limerick,  lately  known  by  the 
name* of  “ Hastings\Holdings,  Halloran’s-lane,”  “ O’Meara’s  Plots,”  “Mathew  Kenny’s  Concerns,’’ 
including  his  limekilns,  soap  and  candle  stores,  and  dwelling-houses,  and  extending  to  Mass-lane ; in 
which  said  lane  there  are  three  cabins  now  standing,  said  lots  or  parcels  of  grounds,  namely,  numbers 
9 and  10,  being  next  adjoining  to  each  other,  and  hounded  on  the  north  by  the  high  road  leading 
from  Limerick  to  Ennis,  on  the  north-east  with  the  street  leading  from  Thomond  Bridge,  partly  to  (he 
poor-house,  and  partly  to  the  said  Ennis  road,  on  the  south  with  ground  belonging  to  the  deanery  of 

Limerick,  and  on  the  west  and  south- west  the  ground  and  holdings  of Gloster,  Esq. ; upon  one 

extremity  of  which  said  lots,  part  of  Thomond  Gate  Chapel  now  stands,  and  the  other  extremity  is 
terminated  by  Mr.  Gloster’s  lawn  and  dwelling-house,  in  as  full  and  ample  a manner  as  thejsame  was 
at  any  time  held  and  enjoyed  by  the  late  Mr.  Mathew  Kenny,  or  his  representatives  or  assigns,  or  by 
Mr.  David  Hastings,  or  his  representatives  or  assigns,  or  by  George  Sexton,  James  Jaques,  and 
Edward  Vokes,  or  their  undertenants,  representatives,  or  assigns:  as  also  all  that  and  those  the  lot 
number  11,  being  a small  plot  of  ground  adjoining  the  road  near  Pennywell,  in  the  south  liberties  of 
the  city  of  Limerick,  as  originally  demised  to  John  Kendall,  clothier,  from  the  year  1702,  containing 
100  feet  in  length,  and  37  feet  in  breadth  at  one  end,  and  about  16  feet  at  the  other  end,  lying  and 
being  at  the  bottom  of  the  hill  by  Pennywell,  on  the  west  side  of  the  high  road  leading  to  New  Castle; 
bounded  on  the  south  with  the  lands  formerly  called  “ Gortneskea,”  and  at  the  north  with  the  high 
road,  whereon  was  built  a large  cabin,  iu  as  full  and  ample  a manner  as  the  same  was  held  and 
enjoyed  by  the  said  John  Kendall,  or  his  representatives  or  assigns,  or  by  Mr.  Richard  Harrold,  or 
his  representatives  or  assigns,  and  now  or  late  iu  the  possession  of  Andrew  James  Watson,  of  the  city 
of  Limerick,  Esquire.” 

It  appears  from  the  chamberlain’s  accounts  of  1822,  (Appendix  B.  to  Report  of  Select  Committee, 
No.  16,)  that  the  following  sums  were  expended  in  repairs  of  some  of  the  holdings,  by  the  corporation, 
while  unlet : 


Years,  ending  29th  September  1814  and  1815 — Limekiln  concerns 
„ Hastings’  holdings 

„ 1816  and  1817 — Limekilns  - 

„ „ Hastings’  holdings 


£ s.  d. 
- 28  16  6 

- 21  8 7* 
-64  6 11 

- 41  4 2£ 


£155  16  3 


As  to  the  plots  called  “The  Limekilns,”  their  superficial  extent  seems  to  be  considerable ; but 
their  actual  value  is  not  easily  ascertained,  from  the  decay  of  the  buildings  and  the  uncertainty  which 
appears  to  prevail  as  to  their  limits.  We  find,  in  the  chamberlain’s  accounts  of  1822,  returns  of  sums 
received  from  small  tenements  on  these  plots,  when  out  of  lease,  as  part  of  the  casual  revenue  of  the 
corporation.  These  sums  are : 


For  the  year  ending  September  1814 
„ 1816 

» 1817 

„ 1818 


£ s.  d. 

- 38  2 10 

- 96  14  9 

- 15  7 10J 

- 8 0 0 


£158  5 5£ 

Although  outside  the  walls  of  the  Old  Town,  these  plots  are  not  within  the  New  Town,  properly  so 
called;  and  any  calculations  of  their  value,  founded  on  the  condition  of  the  latter,  would  afford  a very 
erroneous  estimate.  The  adjacent  parts  of  the  Old  Town  are  in  a state  of  wretched  dilapidation,  and 
partake  of  the  common  poverty  and  decay  of  that  portion  of  the  city.  The  plots  are  described  in  the 
report  of  the  valuation  as  appearing  to  be  a heap  of  ruins,  ami  no  satisfactory  evidence  was  Pr°““ce,“ 
before  us  materially  to  contradict  this  description.  But  it  appears  that,  by  the  original  lease  of  1717, 
these  concerns  were  demised  as  containing  two  acres,  a quantity  which  must  in  that  situation  comprise 
many  buildings  ; and  from  the  evidence  of  one  of  the  valuators,  given  before  the  Select  Committee  on 
Limerick  Taxation,  ii  does  not  appear  that  the  premises  pointed  out  to  them  to  value,  were  of  more 
than  half  that  extent.  It  also  appears  that  one  interest  for  which  the  gentleman  in  possession  ( 
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member  of  the  council,  and  who  prepared  the  lease  to  Lord  Gort,)  paid  the  corporation  a rent  of  £6 
a-yeor,  for  five  years,  from  1S17  to  1822,  under  the  impression  that  the  corporation  was  entitled  to 
receive  it  has  been  ascertained  by  him  to  be  comprised  in  No.  4 of  the  above  lots,  and  he  has  since 
accordingly  paid  the  rent  to  Lord  Gort.  His  lordship  appears  to  have  been  resisted  in  taking  pos- 
session ot  these  plots,  or  some  part  of  them,  and  proceedings  by  ejectment  were  commenced  in'l829, 
by  the  law-agent  of  the  corporation,  under  an  order  of  the  common  council,  of  the  5th  January  1829, 
which  directed  £100  to  be  paid  to  the  law-agent,  on  account.  The  probable  value  of  the  plot  No.  S, 
set  down  in  the  valuation  at  £11  7s.  64,  is  more  easily  ascertained.  This  plot  is  noticed  in  the 
chamberlain  s returns  of  1822,  under  the  head  of  casuals,  as  Vokes’s  or  Gloster’s  holdings.  The  lease 
of  it  expired  in  1816,  and  it  remained  in  the  possession  of  the  former  tenant,  Mr.  Gloster,  until  set  to 
Lord  Gort.  The  old  rent  was  only  £5  10s.  Mr.  Gloster  agreed  to  raise  the  rent  to  £50,  and  it  is 
accordingly  returned  in  the  chamberlain's  accounts  of  1822  as  actually  producing  that  rent  to  the 
corporation  in  the  years  1817,  1818,  and  1819,  when  it  was  valued,  as  above  stated,  at  £11  7s.  6d.y 
without  any  intimation  to  the  common  council  of  the  rent  then  payable.  This  plot  then  contained 
11  tenements,  and  we  were  furnished  with  a copy  of  a rental  of  them,"  as  payable  to  Mr.  Gloster  at  the 
time  of  the  lease,  to  Lord  Gort,  amounting  to  £103  a-year.  The  valuation  of  1S19  states,  that  as  the 
intended  widening  of  Thomond  Bridge  would  cause  the  removal  of  the  most  valuable  of  these  tene- 
ments, the  valuators  estimated  the  ground  at  10  guineas  per  year.  None  of  the  tenements  have  since 
been  removed.  The  buildings  are  very  old,  and  require  considerable  expenditure  to  keep  them  in 
repair.  We  have  not  the  same  definite  information  as  to  the  value  in  1819  of  the  next  plots  called 
Hastings’  Holdings  and  O’Meara’s  Plot;  but  a person  who  deposed  to  bis  perfect  acquaintance  with 
them,  stated  to  us  that  Hastings’  holding  would  in  1819  have  let  for  more  than  £40  a-year;  that  one 
tenant  in  O’Mearas  holding  paid  £50  a year;  and  that  there  were  besides  14  houses  on  it,  worth  at 
least  the  rent  of  £2  10s.  each.  Another  witness  deposed  to  his  readiness  to  give  £120  a-year  for  both, 
if  let  with  power  to  surrender.  The  chamberlain’s  returns  of  1S22  show  the  following  payments  to 
the  corporation  out  of  Hastings’  holdings,  while,  out  of  lease  : 

£.  s.  4 

Year  ending  29th  September  1812  - - . 67  7 2J 

1813  - - - 18  3 5J 

„ 1814  - - - 166  5 8J 

„ 1815  - - - 76  15  1 

„ 1816  - - - 153  0 7£ 

„ 1817  - 61  2 6 

„ 1818  - - - 59  1 0 

„ 1819  - - - 34  8 3 

£636  3 10 

Being  an  average  for  those  eight  years  of  - £79  10  5j 

O’Meara’s  plot  is  returned  in  the  same  account  under  the  name  of  Deane’s  holding,  as  producing, 
annually  to  the  corporation  the  rent  of  £68  2s.  9 d.,  from  1S16,  when  the  original  lease  expired,  to 
1819,  when  it  was  valued  to  Lord  Gort  at  £13  13s. 

The  house  (No.  6 in  the  valuation)  described  as  in  Irishtown,  near  to  Francis-street,  appears  in  the 
same  period,  from  those  returns,  to  have  produced  £12  a-year,  though  valued  only  at  £4  11s. 

It  thus  appears,  that  in  making  this  demise  the  corporation  lost  considerably  in  present  income,, 
without  any  pecuniary  consideration,  while  the  letting  so  many  separate  tenements  for  ever,  without 
advertisement,  and  without  information  or  inquiry  as  to  the  actual  rental  then  derived  from  them,  which- 
appears  only  to  have  been  known  to  the  intended  lessee,  or  to  his  deputy,  the  vice-chamberlain, 
appears  to  differ  widely  from  the  conduct  which  ought  to  be  pursued  by  a body  careful  to  discharge 
faithfully  the  trust  committed  to  them,  and  impressed  with  a due  regard  for  the  public  interests. 

Nos.  42,  43,  and  44,  in  the  rental,  are  the  foils  and  customs,  scavenger’s  lots  and  fishery, 
hereinafter  noticed  in  detail. 

No.  45  is  a grant  for  ever  of  part  of  the  lands  of  Gortacklins,  called  Collerboy,  containing 
one  acre,  to  the  governors  of  the  county  infirmary.  The  yearly  rent  is  stated  to  be  £5  5s.  in 
the  rental ; that  mentioned  in  the  registered  memorial  is  £3  3s. 

We  find  in  the  documents  we  have  mentioned  notices  of  a few  other  leases,  apparently  still 
subsisting,  to  which  we  are  unable  to  refer  any  of  the  items  of  the  rental. 

The  provisions  of  the  Regulation  Act,  as  to  lettings  of  the  corporate  estates,  appear  well 
calculated  to  prevent  ihe  recurrence  of  such  improvident  demises  as  in  too  many  instances  had 
previously  taken  place,  by  ensuring  a fair  opportunity  of  competition,  and  imposing,  at  least, 
the  check  of  publicity  on  the  acts  of  the  council,  It  may  be  doubted,  however,  whether  the 
prohibition  of  leases  in  reversion  might  not  be  modified  with  advantage,  especially  in  relation 
to  houses  in  the  old  city.  The  tenant  in  possession  is  now  precluded  from  securing  a con- 
tinuance of  his  interest  even  at  an  advanced  rent,  and  has  no  motive  to  make  even  the  expendi- 
ture necessary  to  the  actual  preservation  of  the  buildings. 

139.  The  first  notice  we  find  of  the  Fishery  of  the  Shannon,  is  in  the  fifth  year  of  Edward  II.,  Fishery . 
14th  July  1311,  when  a commission  was  made  to  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  and  commonalty  of  the 
city  of  Limerick,  of  the  fishery  of  the  water  of  “ Shynen,”  for  five  years,  rendering  16  marks 
a-year  at  the  Exchequer.  (Rot.  Mem.  5 Ed.  II.  m.  47.)  In  the  reign  of  Richard  II.  grants 
were  made  by  the  Crown  of  the  custody  of  the  fishery  and  of  the  King’s  wears,  in  the  river 
Shannon ; the  first  is  to  John  Banbury,  citizen  of  Limerick,  at  the  rent  of  £20,  (Rot.  Pat. 

10  Ric.  II.)  a further  grant  appears  to  the  same  person,  (Rot.  Pat.  12  Ric.  II.)  and  in 
the  same  year  a commission  to  the  mayor  and  commons,  and  to  Patrick  Fox,  at  the  same 
rent,  for  seven  years.  (Rot.  Pat.  12  Ric.  II.)  In  the  first  year  of  Henry  IV.  a grant  was 
made  for  10  years,  to  the  citizens  of  Limerick,  of  20  marks  per  annum,  of  the  issues  of  the 
laywear,  to  be  expended  in  aid  of  the  repair  of  the  bridges  and  walls  of  the  city.  In  the  third 
year  of  Henry  IV.  January  28,  1400,  the  custody  of  Ihe  pools  of  Limerick,  called  laywears. 
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was  committed  to  tlie  mayor  and  commons,  at  40  marks  a-year,  during  pleasure.  Forty 
marks  of  the  profits  and  fishery  of  the  laywears,  were  granted  in  the  first  year  of  Henry  VI 
to  Janies  Earl  of  Desmond,  while  constable  of  the  castle,  for  the  repairs  of  that  building-  anil 
in  the  third  year  of  his  reign  the  same  monarch  granted  to  the  carl  *20  marks,  of  theaprofits 
of  the  fishery  of  the  laywears  of  Limerick,  by  the  hands  of  the  mayor  and  bailiffs,  for  five 
years. 

The.  title  of  the  corporation  to  the  fishery  appears  derived  from  the  charter  of  the  twenty-fifth 
Elizabeth,  which  granted  to  them  all  the  wears  and  pools  in  the  Shannon,  within  the  liberties 
of  the  city,  callecf  the  laywears  and  fishers-stent.  A grant  appears,  however,  to  have  been 
made  of  it  to  Sir  George  Preston,  by  Charles  II.,  and  after  some  litigation  with  him,  the 
corporation  agreed  to  purchase  his  interest,  which  he  was  empowered  to  dispose  of  by  licence 
from  the  Crown,  for  £2,000. 

This  fishery  has  formerly  been  a very  considerable  source  of  revenue  to  the  corporation 
It  appears  to  have  been  demised  by  them  in  the  year  1719,  for  the  term  of  99  years,  at  the 
rent  of  £352,  and  on  a fine  of  £1,200.  The  rent  reserved  on  that  lease  became  in  arrear  and 
on  the  28th  June  1819,  the  common  council  agreed  to  forgive  the  tenants  £641.  The 
laxwear  was  again  set,  by  lease  of  16th  May  1825,  to  Mr.  George  Little,  for  999  years,  at 
the  rent  of  £450.  This  gentleman  was  extensively  engaged  in  fisheries,  and  he  expended 
upwards  of  £1,000  in  permanent  improvements  on  the  premises.  His  affairs  became  embar- 
rassed, and  a considerable  arrear  of  the  rent  accrued.  The  corporation  recovered  the.  pos- 
session by  ejectment  for  non-payment  of  rent,  in  the  year  1827.  The  possession,  however  was 
restored  on  payment  of  the  rent  then  due  ; but  after  two  years  the  corporation  was  obliged  again 
to  proceed  by  ejectment,  and  possession  was  finally  taken  in  1829,  and  by  considerable  exertions 
of  the  chamberlain,  who  went  to  Dublin  and  Scotland  for  the  purpose,  the  arrear,  amounting 
to  £1,125,  was  recovered.  The  fishery  was  then  placed,  and  had  to  the  time  of  our  visit 
remained  in  care  of  three  of  the  members  of  the  council,  and  unproductive  to  the  corporation, 
the  proceeds  having  been  expended  in  payment  of  caretakers,  and  putting  it  in  proper  repair. 

It  was  advertised  for  letting  in  1829,  and  some  proposals  received  which  the  council  did  not 
approve  of.  and  they  determined  to  let  it  remain  open  for  further  biddings,  and  in  (lie  mean 
time  to  put  the  premises  in  repair.  It  was  stated  to  us  by  the  acting  member  of  the  committee, 
to  whom  it  was  intrusted,  to  be  at  the  time  of  our  visit  nearly  in  perfect  repair  and  fit  for 
letting;  that  he  had  paid  £l,I07  14.?.  4d.  in  repairs  and  current  expenses ; and  he  claimed  a 
balance  of  £249  17s.  11c/.,  as  due  to  him  after  giving  credit  for  the  receipts.  He  was  one  of 
those  who  proposed  for  it  in  1S30.  We  have  since  learned  that  it.  has  been  let  on  a lease  of 
99  years. 

Serious  injury  is  done  to  the  fishery  by  the  erection  of  standing  nets  lower  down  the  Shannon, 
towards  the  sea.  It  was  stated  to  us  that,  the  corporation  at  one  time  instituted  proceedings 
to  prevent  such  nets  being  erected,  and  succeeded  on  a trial  had  at  Ennis ; but  the  nets  have 
been  since  allowed  to  remain,  and  the  corporation  has  not  latterly  interfered  to  assert  their 
rights  against  these  practices,  or  to  try  their  legality.  The  rights  of  the  corporation  are  also 
encroached  upon  by  persons  who  fish  with  nets  at  the  mouth  of  the  wear,  a practice  formerly 
resisted  by  the  corporation  and  prevented  by  force. 

The  privileges  to  which  the  members  of  the  common  council  are  entitled  out  of  the  fishery; 
already  noticed,  amount  in  value  to  about  £10  in  the  year. 

140.  We  have  stated  the  grant  contained  in  the  charter  of  25  Elizabeth,  of  permission  to 
the  citizens  to  walk  and  exercise  in  the  King’s  Island,  a piece  of  ground  of  about  GO  acres, 
close  to  the  city.  This  privilege  appears  to  have  been  enjoyed  to  a recent  period;  but  the 
exercise  of  it  is  now  prevented,  the  island  having  been  completely  enclosed  since  the  yearlSOO, 
by  Lord  Gort,  who  holds  it  as  constable  of  the  castle  of  Limerick.  The  enclosure  has  been 
made  upwards  of  16  years,  and  apparently  without  remonstrance  or  objection  on  the  part  of 
the  corporation. 

141.  The  principal  source  of  income  to  the  corporation  is  from  the  Tolls  and  Customs,  which 
have  been  rapidly  increasing  for  some  years,  and  for  the  year  ending  October  1S33  were  let 
for  £3,/ 06  ; and  the  gross  annual  produce  of  them,  under  favourable  circumstances,  has  been 
estimated  at  £5,000,  by  a gentleman  who  recently  rented  them. 

142.  In  the  annual  leases  of  them,  they  are  now  described  as, 

1.  The  tolls  and  customs  of  the  city  of  Limerick,  and  the  ingate  duties  and  customs  upon 
the  articles  subject  thereto,  as  specified  in  a schedule  annexed  to  the  leases. 

2.  The  tolls  and  customs  upon  horses,  black  cattle,  and  other  articles  sold  in  the  market  of 
the  city,  together  with  the  tolls  and  customs  upon  the  standings  on  market  days,  in  the 
city;  and 

o.  The  tolls  and  customs  of  St.  John’s  and  St.  James’s  fail’s,  yearly  held  in  the  county  of 
the  city  of  Limerick. 

The  schedule  printed  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Report  of  the  Select  Committee  of  1822  cor- 
responds, with  little  variation,  with  that  now  used ; but  the  tolls  and  customs,  as  leased,  do  ** 
not  comprise  those  parts  of  that  schedule  which  are  described  as  "the  mayor’s  duties,”  “ the 
water  bailiff’s  fees,”  "corporation  duties,”  "measurer’s  fees,”  "cocquet  duties  and  petty 
customs,”  aud  " pilotage  up  and  down  the  river.”  The  last  is  now  vested  in  the  Wellesley 
Bridge  or  Harbour  Commissioners  ; the  two  first  belong  to  the  office  of  water  bailiff,  and  the 
^ nn. t0  ™%hinaster-  ^e  co°het  duties  and  petty  customs  are  not  collected  at  all. 

The  schedule  of  tolls  and  customs  and  ingate  duties  and  customs  is  very  voluminous, 
enumerating  almost  every  variety  of  the  articles  of  commerce.  The  tolls  and  customs  upon 
horses  and  cattle  sold  in  the  market,  are. 
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Every  horse,  mare,  or  gelding  6 

Every  bull,  bullock,  or  cow  - - 4 

The  charge  for  standings  on  market  days  is  Id.  for  every  standing  (except  for  bread  and 
salt.) 

The  charge  for  corn,  &c.  sold  in  the  market  is  thus  specified : 

Toll  of  the  Market. 

“ Out  of  every  statute,  barrel  of  corn,  grain,  meal,  flour,  or  potatoes  one  alequart,  and 
rateably  for  a quarter  or  lesser  quantity,  tbe  said  alequart  to  be  taken  by  weight  and  not  by 
measure,  during  the  continuation  of  the  Act  of  31  Geo.  II.*  for  taking  toll  by  weight.” 

The  tolls  and  customs  of  St.  John’s  and  St.  James’s  fairs  are  stated  to  be, 

d. 

Every  tent  or  standing  4 

Every  horse,  mare,  or  gelding  sold  - 6 

Every  bull,  bullock,  or  cow  sold  6 

Every  two  year  old  sold  - - - 2 

Every  yearling  sold  ....  1 

Every  sheep  sold  ....  1 

Every  lamb,  after  shearing,  sold  0^ 

Every  hog  sold 0^ 

Every  metal  pot  or  griddle  sold  in  the  fair  0| 

Any  piece  of  woollen  goods  exceeding  10 

yards,  every  piece  2 

Ditto  under  10  yards  ...  - 1 

All  the  charges  are  in  the  late  Irish  currency. 

143.  On  the  last  occasion  on  which  their  right  to  the  tolls  and  customs  of  the  city,  and  the  Ingate  Customs, 
Ingatc  Duties,  was  called  in  question,  the  corporation,  apparently  for  the  first  time,  claimed  Title  to. 
to  be  entitled  to  them  as  toll  traverse,  and  in  the  particular  instance  then  in  controversy 
succeeded  in  establishing  the  claim.  Their  charters,  and  the  statements  of  the  corporation  on 
former  occasions,  seem,  in  some  measure,  inconsistent  with  this  alleged  origin  of  their 
Title. 

The  earliest,  instrument  we  find  on  record  appearing  to  relate  to  customs  in  Limerick,  is  a grant 
by  Edward  II.  in  the  fourth  year  of  his  reign  (1311)  of  certain  customs  for  five  years  to  the 
mayor  and  good  men  of  the  city  “ for  enclosing  the  suburbs  with  a stone  wall.’’  (Rot.  Pat.  3, 

4 Edw.  II.  m.  7.  d.)  This  recites  a previous  similar  murage,  grant  by  Edward  I.  for  the  same  pur- 
pose. Edward  III.,  in  the  forty-fifth,  forty-sixth,  and  forty-ninth  years  of  his  reign,  made  tem- 
porary grants  to  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  and  commonalty,  of  the  customs  of  the  cocket,  and  other 
customs  of  merchandise  due  to  the  Crown,  to  be  expended  on  the  reparation  and  fortification 
of  the  city.  The  last  of  these  grants,  1st  September,  41)  Edw.  III.  (1375)  is  for  three  years,, 
and  is  enrolled.  (Rot.  Pat.  41)  Edw.  III.  m.  18.  f.)  Richard  II.  made  a like  grant  of  a 
moiety  of  the  cocket  custom,  in  the  first  year  of  his  reign,  (1378,)  to  the  mayor  and  commonalty 
for  five  years  for  the  repair,  fortification,  and  emendation  of  the  walls  of  the  city.  (Rot.  Mem.- 

5 Ric.  11.  m.  21.  d.) 

The  charter  of  Henry  V.,  as  already  stated,  granted  to  the  mayor  and  commonalty  tolls 
“ theolonia,”  and  also  the  customs  called  cocket. 

The  first  mention  of  ingate  and  outgate  custom  is  in  the  charter  of  25  Elizabeth,  in  which 
it  is  called  " that  small  custom  commonly  called  or  named  ingate  and  outgate  custom,”  and  is 
granted  to  the  corporation. 

In  the  ninth  year  of  James  I.  a grant  was  made  to  the  mayor,  sheriffs,  and  citizens  of 
Limerick,  of  all  that  great  custom  commonly  called  the  cocket  in  said  city,  the  liberties,  or 
franchises  of  the  same,  howsoever  arising  or  proceeding,  or  by  whatsoever  persons  payable  or 
to  be  paid,  as  well  by  land  as  by  sea  or  fresh  water,  together  with  all  pledges,  fees,  profits, 
monies,  and  emoluments  to  the  said  great  customs  called  cocket,  belonging  or  appertaining; 
also  the  seal  belonging  to  the  receipt  of  said  custom,  to  the  sole  and  proper  use  and  behoof 
of  the  mayor,  sheriffs,  and  citizens  for  ever,  yielding  53s.  4 d.  Irish,  at  the  "Exchequer,  at 
Easter  and  Michaelmas;  saving  the  custom  of  poundage,  viz.  Is.  in  the  pound  imported  or 
exported.  (Rot.  Pat.  9 Jac.  I.  p.  1.  m.  5.  d.) 

In  1672,  upon  complaints  made  to  the  Government  of  the  exactions  of  illegal  tolls  by 
various  corporate  towns  in  Ireland,  a proclamation  was  made  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and 
Privy  Council,  requiring  all  mayors,  &c.  to  return  a perfect  schedule  of  the  tolls,  &c.  usually 
received  in  their  corporations,  and  to  insert  therein  which  and  how  many  of  the  said  duties 
were  granted  to  them  by  their  respective  charters,  and  upon  what. .grounds  they  claimed,  or 
pretended  to  any  other  duties  than  what  were  expressed  in  their  said  charters.  A return 
V was  accordingly  made  by  the  corporation  of  Limerick,  which  first  states  “that  they  received 
the  grand  custome,  called  the  cocquet  custom,  as  well  from  aliens  and  strangers,  as  from 
natives,  denizens,  and  freemen,  for  all  native  commodities  exported,  and  goods  imported,”  and 
the  rates  of  which  on  the  different  commodities  are  set  out  in  detail.  The  return  adds : 

“ These  customs  we  claim  by  grant  from  King  James  and  Queen  Elizabeth  of  famous 
memory , 

* 31  Geo.  II.  c.  9.  s.  7,  (Ireland,)  continued  for  seven  years  by  7 Geo.  III.  c.  20,  sec.  9,  (Ireland,) 
but  then  suffered  to  expire. 
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A schedule  of  these  is  also  set  out,  and  after  stating  the  charges  on  vessels,  already  noticed 
in  our  account  of  the  office  of  water  bailiff,  and  a charge  of  13s.  4 d.  for  pilotage,  the  return 
concludes  thus : “ These  are  the  customs  and  duties  received  by  the  corporation,  as  well  bv 
grants  made  unto  them,  as  by  prescription  and  usage;  whereout  we  are  to  maintain  the 
walls  of  both  divisions  of  the  city,  four  drawbridges,  two  great  stone  bridges,  one  with  five 
and  the  other  with  14  arches,  12  gates,  or  posterns,  in  the  city  walls,  above  10  bridges  in  the 
liberties,  and  in  the  several  ways  leading  to  and  from  the  city  at  least  12  miles  of  paved 
causeway,  and  since  the  weare  and  mills  were  given  away  to  Sir  George  Preston,  we  have 
not  above  £100  sterling  per  annum,  in  revenue,  by  houses  or  lands,  more  than  the  casual 
revenue  arising  by  the  above  schedule.” 

This  Return  is  printed  at  length  in  the  Appendix  B.  to  the  Report,  of  the  Select  Committee 
of  1822,  No.  10. 

The  obligation  to  repair,  stated  in  the  Return,  is  further  shown  by  entries  in  the  corporation 
book  of  1672,  printed  in  the  same  Appendix,  No.  11,  which  state  that  the  King’s  levying 
process  was  in  the  hands  of  the  sheriffs  to  levy  fines  amounting  to  £176  or  thereabouts 
imposed  on  the  citizens  and  inhabitants  for  not  repairing  several  highways  and  bridges 
thereafter  mentioned. 

The  same  entry  states  that  the  ways  being  repaired,  the  council  intended  to  move  the 
Exchequer  to  remit  the  fines. 

In  1723,  a petition  was  presented  to  the  House  of  Commons  from  certain  persons  on  behalf 
of  themselves  and  several  other  gentlemen  and  farmers  in  the  several  counties  of  Clare,  Kerry, 
and  Limerick,  complaining  of  exactions  of  tolls  and  duties  illegally  imposed  by  the  corpo- 
ration on  the  merchants  and  farmers,  and  a reference  was  made  by  mutual  agreement  to  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  solicitor  general,  and  Francis  Barnard,  Esq.,  to  fully  consider 
and  determine  the  matters  complained  of,  and  upon  an  examination  of  the  matter  referred, 
they  awarded  that  the  tolls,  customs,  and  duties,  in  a certain  schedule  annexed  to  their  award, 
should  be  collected,  and  no  greater.  This  award  is  signed  by  the  arbitrators,  the  mayor, 
and  several  of  the  parties,  and  appears  to  have  been  acquiesced  in  for  some  time. 

The  water  bailiff’s  fees  are  regulated  by  it.  The  award  and  schedule  are  printed  in  the 
same  Appendix  B.  No.  15.  An  additional  schedule  appears  to  have  been  annexed  to  it  of 
articles  not  enumerated  in  the  first,  and  containing  the  following  clauses : 

“ No  gateage  to  be  paid  by  any  person  from  the  suburbs  to  the  town,  for  any  goods 
whatsoever. 

“ Any  thing  herein  omitted  the  custom  to  be  regulated  by  the  mayor  for  the  time  being.” 
This  second  schedule  is  not  mentioned  in  the  award,  or  signed  by  the  referees.  It  appears 
by  the  evidence  given  before  the  Committee  of  1761,  to  have  been  added  in  1741,  having 
been  then  agreed  to  at  a meeting  of  some  persons  of  the  corporation  and  some  of  the 
merchants,  but  it  is  not  clear  on  that  evidence  that  the  last  clause  was  part  of  the  agreement. 

In  1761,  the  Committee  of  the  Irish  House  of  Commons,  some  of  whose  resolutions  we 
have  already  stated,  ante,  p.  329,  by  one  of  their  resolutions  declared  that  there  had  been 
great  extortions  and  abuses  committed  for  several  years  past  in  the  collection  of  the  tolls  at 
the  gates,  and  in  the  markets  of  the  city,  and  alleges  that  they  were  “ sanctioned  by  the  city 
magistrates.”  None  of  the  resolutions  impeach  the  right  to  the  tolls,  nor  does  it  appear  to 
have  been  questioned  before  the  Committee.  The  award  and  schedule  of  1723  are  mentioned 
in  the  Report,  and  the  tolls  in  the  additional  schedule,  and  those  claimed  on  commodities 
not  in  either  of  the  schedules,  appear  to  have  led  to  disputes  then  undetermined.  The 
Committee,  find  that  an  entry  appears  in  the  corporation  books,  dated  the  13th  October  1727, 
immediately  after  the  schedule  of  1723,  whereby  it  was  ordered  that  the  customs  of  the  gates 
of  the  city  should  be  collected  for  all  goods  brought  into  the  city,  and  no  other,  nor  in  any 
other  manner,  it  being  according  to  the  ancient  custom,  and  that  true  copies  of  said  schedule 
should  be  put  up  in  the  several  public  places  of  the  city  to  inform  the  inhabitants  and  others 
what  customs  and  duties  they  were  to  pay  for  the  future. 

Until  after  the  middle  of  the  last  century  these  tolls  and  customs  and  ingate  duties  were 
collected  at  the  several  gates  of  the  old  city,  but  as  buildings  increased  in  the  direction  of  the 
New  Town  the  old  walls  and  gates  fell  gradually  to  ruin,  and  in  some  roads  the  toll  houses 
were  advanced  towards  the  country,  so  as  to  intercept  all  articles  coming  to  the  city  at  its 
utmost  limits.  The  right  to  the  gateage  of  \d.  per  bushel  on  com  was  tried  in  17S9, 
in  a suit  against  two  of  the  toll  collectors  of  the  coi-poration,  and  found  against  them.  The 
plea  put  in  on  that  occasion  stated  the  charter  of  James  I.,  and  claimed  a prescriptive  right 
to  the  gateage  on  all  corn  brought  into  the  city  or  suburbs  not  the  property  of  a freeman 
without  showing  in  what  right,  whether  as  toll  thorough  or  toll  traverse. 

In  1783  and  1792,  complaints  appear  to  have  been  made  to  the  common  council  ou  the 
subject  of  tolls,  and  answered  by  them.  In  1 791,  they  agreed  to  suspend  their  claim  to  tolls 
and  customs  on  goods  by  canal  for  about  10  months ; the  resolution  was  declared  not  to 
prejudice  their  rights,  but  to  avoid  litigation.  In  1789,  we  find  a resolution  that  corn  brought 
into  the  suburbs,  or  city,  for  exportation,  should  pay  gateage  only,  if  exported  within  a year ; 
but  that,  if  any  part  was  sold  within  the  city,  the  whole  should  pay.  In  1795,  it  appears  to 
have  been  the  intention  of  the  com  merchants  to  litigate  the  tolls  on  corn,  and  the  toll 
gatherers  were  directed  to  suspend  taking  toll  for  the  present,  but  to  receive  the  free  tickets, 
as  theretofore,  from  the  merchants  whose  receipts  were  formerly  suspended. 

In  the  year  1808,  the  chamber  of  commerce  became  the  tenants  of  the  tolls  on  corn  and 
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potatoes,  and  so  continued  for  about  14  years.  The  arrangements  made  by  them,  as  hereafter  LIMERICK, 
noticed,  seem  to  have  had,  for  that  period,  the  effect  of  preventing  litigation  with  the  corpo- 
ration ; but,  on  the  termination  of  this  course  of  letting,  the  right  to  the  tolls  on  corn  was 
questioned  and  proceedings  were  taken  by  replevin  to  determine  it. 

The  intention  of  the  parties  who  resisted  payment,  seems  to  have  been  to  try  the  right 
generally  to  toll  on  corn  brought  to  Limerick,  but  the  question  disposed  of  was  more 
limited. 

The  distress  made  by  the  toll  collectors  was  of  some  corn  at  a place  called  Ballinacurra 
turnpike,  about  a mile  and  a quarter  on  the  high  road  to  the  county  of  Kerry,  from  the  old 
city  gate,  at  which  the  toll  had  formerly  been  levied.  The  toll  house  had  been  advanced  to 
Ballinacurra  turnpike  many  years  before. 

The  corporation,  in  their  pleadings,  claimed  the  right  to  take  the  toll  on  two  grounds; 
either  as  toll  thorough,  or  toll  traverse.  The  considerations  alleged  by  them  for  taking  it  as 
toll  thorough  were  the  obligation  “ to  build,  rebuild,  and  repair  the  gates  of  the  city,”  and  " to 
repair  Thomond  Bridge.”  In  their  claim  of  toll  traverse  they  alleged  that  from  time  imme- 
morial they  were  seized  in  fee  of  the  place  where  the  toll  was  taken.  The  toll  was  in  all 
their  pleadings  claimed  as  payable  on  com  “ not  the  property  of  any  freeman  of  the  city,  or 
of  any  person  legally  exempt  from  payment  of  the  toll,  nor  the  produce  of  any  lands  within 
the  county  of  the  city  of  Limerick.” 

At  the  trial  which  took  place  at  Cork  in  the  summer  assizes  of  1824,  before  a special  jury 
of  the  county  of  Cork,  the  coiporation  confined  themselves  to  the  claim  of  toll  traverse,  and 
relied,  among  other  documents,  on  the  charters  of  Edward  I.,  Henry  V.,  Elizabeth,  and  James  I., 
the  inquisition  of  12  James  I.  hereinbefore  stated,  and  some  other  inquisitions  of  that  period 
showing  individuals  seised  of  land  under  the  corporation.  No  evidence  was  produced  on  the 
opposite  side,  and  the  jury  found  that  the  corporation  was  immemorially  seised  in  fee  of  the 
place  where  the  toll  was  taken,  and  had  received,  from  time  immemorial,  the  toll  in  question 
for  the  liberty  of  passing  over  it.  Objections  were  taken  to  the  judge’s  charge,  and  argued  in 
the  Court  of  King’s  Bench,  which  court  gave  judgment  for  the  coiporation.  The  plaintiff  in 
the  suit  died  shortly  afterwards,  and  the  corporation  were  unable  to  recover  the  costs,  which 
amounted  to  a very  large  sum.  The  costs  of  the  plaintiff  were  in  part  defrayed  by  the 
chamber  of  commerce. 

No  attempt  has  since  been  made  to  question  the  title  of  the  corporation  to  the  ingate 
tolls. 

The  corporation  do  still  repair  Thomond  Bridge,  as  stated  in  their  pleadings,  but  the 
ancient  gates  of  the  city  have  long  disappeared.  A question  was  raised  by  demurrer  on  some 
of  the  pleadings,  whether  the  corporation  could  claim  toll  for  corn  coming  into  the  city  and 
not  passing  over  Thomond  Bridge,  under  the  Irish  statute,  4 Anne  c.  8.  s.  2.  This  question 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  decided.  A writ  of  error  was  in  contemplation  when  the  plaintiff 
in  the  suit  died. 


144.  The  16th  section  of  the  statute  7 Geo.  III.  c.  26,  (Ireland,)  which  was  passed  for  carrying  Goods  by  CanaL 
on  a navigation  between  Limerick  and  Killaloe,  enacts^  “ that  no  duty,  rate,  or  custom,  whatever, 
save  the  rates  therein  mentioned,  shall  be  taken  for  any  goods,  merchandises,  or  commodities 
carried  by  the  said  navigation  to  the  city  of  Limerick.”  This  clause  has  been  relied  on  as 
exempting  goods  brought,  by  the  navigation  from  the  ingate  customs  of  the  city,  but  the  right 
to  this  exemption  has  not  been  tried  and  is  not  admitted  by  the  corporation.  The  rates  and 
duties  mentioned  in  the  Act  are  those  given  to  the  owners  of  the  navigation,  and  it  may, 
perhaps,  be  urged  that  the  clause  in  question  was  intended  merely  to  limit  their  demands. 

However,  the  exemption  has  latterly  been  submitted  to  by  the  lessee  of  the  tolls  and  customs, 
and  an  abatement  has  been  allowed  to  him  by  the  common  council  for  the  losses  alleged  to 
have  been  thereby  sustained  in  his  receipts. 


145.  The  pleadings  filed  by  the  corporation  put  forward,  as  above  noticed,  a claim  on  Cora  grown  in  the 
Corn  not  the  property  of  any  freeman,  or  of  any  person  legally  exempt  from  payment  of  the  County  of  the  City, 
toll,  nor  the  produce  of  any  lands  within  the  County  of  the  City  of  Limerick.  In  consequence  1 

of  this  last  apparently  admitted  exemption,  steps  were  taken  in  August  1824,  by  the  com- 
mittee of  a society  of  gentlemen  and  farmers,  called  “The  County  of  Limerick  Agricultural 
Association,”  to  obtain  the  benefit  of  it.  A correspondence  took  place  between  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  and  the  mayor,  who  laid  the  matter  before  the  common  council.  The  latter 
body  desired  him  to  reply  that  they  could  not  take  it  upon  themselves  to  determine  what 
effect  the  pleadings  might  bear  upon  the  right  of  the  corporation  to  toll  on  corn  grown  within 
the  liberties,  and  that  they  must  be  excused  from  acting  on  the  construction  of  them  given  by 
the  agricultural  association.  The  matter  does  not  appear  to  have  been  further  prosecuted, 
and  the  corporation  has  since  levied  the  toll  on  all  corn  indiscriminately. 

146.  The  ingate  custom  is  only  claimed  on  Goods  coming  into  the  city  or  Suburbs,  and  the  goo* . eommg  into 
pleadings  in  the  late  suit  averred  that  the  place  in  which  the  toll  was  demanded,  was  within 

the  suburbs.  It  is  uncertain  at  this  period  what  was  the  precise  extent  of  the  suburbs  of  the 
old  city.  If  the  murage  grant  of  Edward  II.,  above  noticed,  were  alone  regarded,  it  would 
seem  that  the  city  walls  actually  comprised  the  suburbs,  but  the  charter  of  James  I.,  directing 
the  new  admeasurement,  implies  that  the  suburbs  were  more  extensive?  Itpmvides  that  the 
part  measured  to  extend  three  miles  from  the  walls  of  the  city  was,  with  the  city  and  the 
ancient  suburbs  and  liberties,  to  form  the  county  of  the  city.  One  of  the  issues  jomed  m the 
above  suit  was  whether  the  place  in  question  was  within  the  suburbs,  and  the  jury  must  have 
found  that  it  was,  though,  in  fact,  upwards  of  a mile  from  the  ancient  walls. 

147.  Potatoes  were  formerly  subject  to  these  tolls  and  customs  and  ingate  duties,  and  to  Potatoes  and  Com, 
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the  market  toll,  and  in  the  year  ISOS  the  charges  on  potatoes,  on  this  and  other  accounts 
had  the  edict  of  so  enhancing  the  price  of  the  article,  then  scarce,  that  the  country  people 
avoided  the  markets,  and  stopped  at  the  entrances  into  the  city  where  they  sold  their  potatoes. 
The  chamber  of  commerce,  in  consequence,  requested  the  corporation  to  give  up  the  toll  on 
potatoes  for  the  remainder  of  that  season,  and  proposed  to  reimburse  out  of  their  own  funds 
whatever  the  corporation  might  be  obliged  to  refund  to  the  tenant  of  the  tolls.  This  was 
declined  by  the  corporation,  but  they  suggested  that  the  chamber  of  commerce  might  become 
the  next  year  tenants  of  all  the  tolls,  and  regulate  them  as  they  thought  fit.  The  Chamber 
of  Commerce  agreed  for  one  year  to  pay  the  corporation  £1,500  for  all  their  claims  on 
corn  and  potatoes,  with  the  intention  of  relieving  potatoes  altogether  from  any  charge,  which 
they  did  accordingly.  We  have  already  stated  the  resolution  of  1789,  that  corn  brought  into 
the  suburbs  or  city  for  exportation  should  pay  gateage  only,  if  exported  within  a year.  This 
resolution  appears  to  have  been  acted  on  between  the  corporation  and  the  farmers  up  to  the 
time  of  the  agreement  with  the  chamber  of.  commerce,  corn  brought  in  for  exportation  payino- 
only  per  Winchester  barrel  for  gateage,  while  all  used  for  the  consumption  of  the  city  was 
liable  to  the  toll  of  the  market,  which  had  become,  as  it  now  is,  a money  payment  in  lien  of 
the  alequart.  mentioned  in  the  schedule,  but  the  distinction  appears  to  have  led  to  constant 
disputes  between  the  farmers  and  toil  collectors,  and  a further  object  with  the  chamber  of 
commerce  in  making  the  above  agreement  was  to  put  an  end  to  those  disputes.  These  money 
payments  for  toll  of  the  market  were  3d.  for  every  barrel  of  wheat  of  20  stone  weight,  l|d.  for 
every  barrel  of  barley  of  16  stone  weight.,  and  1 \d.  for  every  barrel  of  oats  of  14  stone  weight. 
The  chamber  of  commerce  having  made  the  agreement  with  the  corporation  announced  if,  to 
the  farmers,  and  declared  that  they  would  make  no  charge  whatever  upon  potatoes  comm®  to 
market,  hut  pay  the  weighmasters  of  the  different  places,  and  all  other  expenses  attending 
the  potato  market,  and  that  the  merchants  would  stop  from  such  farmers  as  chose  to  sell 
their  corn  to  them  the  rates  payable  to  the  corporation  upon  corn  sold  for  home  consumption, 
a regulation  which  their  command  of  the  market  enabled  them  to  enforce.  The  farmers 
appear  to  have  approved  of  this  change,  and  thus  the  same  charge  was  imposed  on  all  corn, 
whether  bought  for  home  consumption  or  for  exportation,  but  the  trade  was  relieved  from  the 
gateage  duty,  and  from  all  the  trouble  and  annoyance  previously  experienced  from  the  dis- 
putes with  the  toll  collectors,  and  the  farmers  were  relieved  from  the  charges  on  potatoes.  The 
bargain  was  annually  renewed  to  the  year  1823,  and  while  it  subsisted  appears  to  have  proved 
satisfactory  to  the  parties  concerned.  The  chamber  of  commerce  made  a considerable  profit 
of  it,  varying  from  £400  to  £ J ,000  a-year ; audit  has  been  complained  on  the  part  of  the 
common  council,  that  the  profits  so  made  should  have  been  applied  by  the  same  body  against 
them,  in  resisting  the  custom  on  corn  in  the  toll  suit,  of  1824,  and  in  supporting  the  expenses 
of  the  appeal  committee  in  1820. 

The.  arrangement  between  the  chamber  of  commerce  and  the  corporation  ceased  in  conse- 
quence of  the  agricultural  associat  ion,  already  mentioned,  having  required  the  charges  to  be 
reduced  to  a uniform  rate  on  all  sorts  of  grain,  to  which  the  chamber  of  commerce  objected. 
The  corporation  acceded,  in  the  following  year,  to  the  rate  proposed  by  the  agricultural  asso- 
ciation for  toll  of  the  market,  which  was  id.  per  barrel  on  all  grain,  but  in  the  next  year  they 
again  adopted  a varying  scale,  which  is  that  now  charged,  of  2d.  per  barrel  on  wheat,  l|d. 
on  barley,  and  Id.  on  oats.  But  it  is  at  the  option  of  the  owner  to  deliver  the  alequart  of 
grain  in  lieu  of  these  sums,  except  as  to  the  gateage  charge  of  a id.  per  ban-el,  which  is 
included  in  them,  and  which  was  the  only  charge  in  controversy  in  the  toll  suit  in  1824.  The 
rates  are  lower  than  those  charged  by  the  chamber  of  commerce.  The  corporation  never 
resumed  the  collection  of  the  toll  on  potatoes;  in  some  instances  their  lessees,  availing 
themselves  of  the  teirns  of  their  leases,  attempted  to  take  such  toll,  but  were  prevented  from 
continuing  to  do  so  by  the  corporation  authorities.  The  loss  to  the  corporation  from  the 
abandonment  of  toll  on  potatoes  is  said  to  be  at  least  £400  a-year,  the  persons  who 
proposed  for  the  tolls  in  1828  having  required  that  reduction  in  their  proposal  when  apprized 
that  they  were  not  to  collect  the  toll  on  potatoes.  There  is  not  now  any  distinction  between 
corn  brought  in  for  exportation  and  for  home  consumption,  nor  does  there  seem  any  valid  reason 
for  making  oue. 

148.  Complaint  was  made  to  us  of  the  oppressive  nature  of  these  tolls  on  hides  and  leather, 
which  are  among  the  principal  commodities  brought  by  land  into  the  city.  The  schedule 
contains  several  items  relating  to  skins ; those  on  hides  and  leather  are,  “ every  hide  tanned  or 
raw.  Id.;  every  truckle  (one  horse  car)  load  of  dressed  leather,  6d. ; every  horse  load  of 
ditto,  3d.n 

The  lessee  of  the  tolls  could  not  specify  to  us  the  distinction  between  the  two  modes  of 
charging.  We  were  informed  by  a person  in  the  trade  that,  at  the  charge  of  Id.  for  each  hide, 
a load  might  pay  from  5s.  to  15s. ; that  he  considered  dressed  leather  to  mean  hides  cut 
previous  to  tanning ; that  they  were  cut  generally  into  two  pieces  ; and  that  instead  of  the  load 
being  charged  either  3d.  or  6 d.  according  to  the  schedule,  each  piece  was  charged  Id.  as  a 
separate  hide ; and  to  show  the  unequal  tax  thus  imposed  on  this  article,  he  instanced  the 
ease  of  a bale  of  cloth,  which,  though  worth  from  £500  to  £600,  would  not  pay  more  than 
od.  or  6 d.,  while  a lo^d  of  leather  of  the  value  only  of  £120  might  pay  15s. 

149.  No  specific  complaint  was  made  of  the  pressure  of  the  tolls  and  customs  and  ingate 
duties,  on  other  articles.  Gross  abuses  appear  formerly  to  have  been  committed  by  the 
persons  employed  as  collectors  of  them.  The  chamber  of  commerce  did  not  interfere  with 
a^’ al'^c^e  save  potatoes  and  grain ; but  in  consequence  of  abuses  committed  in  the  collection 
of  the  tolls  on  other  articles,  they  complained  to  the  chamberlain.  Lord  Gort,  and  requested 
him  to  take  measures  to  prevent  the  misconduct  of  the  collectors.  His  Lordship  expressed  his 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS  IN  IRELAND. 


395  LIMERICK. 


intention  to  comply  with  their  request  to  the  utmost  of  his  power,  and  offered  to  give  the  collec-  LIMERICK, 

tion  of  those  tolls  to  the  chamber  at  £100  less  than  was  paid  for  them  by  the  then  tenant,  whose 

rent  was  £500.  This  they  declined,  but  steps  were  taken  by  Lord  Gort,  at  their  request,  to 

correct  the  abuses  by  requiring  the  tenant  to  put  up  schedules  at  the  places  of  collection,  as 

required  by  . law,  and  to  warn  his  toll  collectors  against  charging  more,  and  to  inform  the  country 

people  to  apply  to  the  magistrates,  if  injured  or  ill  treated,  and  his  Lordship  had  the  tenant’s 

rent  abated  £100,  on  condition  of  his  complying  with  this  requisition.  The  practice  of 

searcliing  the  persons  of  females  for  goods  liable  to  toll  was  stopped,  and  several  of  the 

collectors  were  punished  by  the  magistrates. 

The  lessee  of  the  tolls  considers  mraself  entitled  to  charge  toll  on  all  goods  passing  through 
the  city,  and  goods  coming  in,  on  their  way  to  other  towns,  are  accordingly  charged ; this,  in 
fact,  on  articles  of  manufacture,  amounts  to  a tax  on  home  production,  not  imposed  on  goods 
imported  into  those  towns. 

We  have  already  noticed  the  exemption  claimed  on  goods  by  the  canal. 

150.  Upon  the  principle  on  which  the  corporation  succeeded  on  the  trial  at  Cork,  if  con-  Effect  of  the 
clusively  established  by  the  result  of  that  suit,  the  corporation  must  be  considered  authorized  Verdict  of  1824. 
to  collect  the  tolls  and  customs  and  ingate  duties,  at  every  place  which  they  can  show  to 
have  been  at  any  time  part  of  their  estate,  and  at  which  the  custom  has  been  so  long  collected 
as  to  warrant  a jury  in  finding  it  to  be  immemorial.  The  parties  concerned  against  the 
corporation,  on  that  occasion,  do  not,  however,  seem  to  consider  the  right  then  claimed  to  have 
been  conclusively  determined ; the  death  of  the  plaintiff  having,  as  it  is  alleged,  prevented  them 
from  carrying  the  case  to  a Court  of  Error.  But,  as  already  observed,  no  new  proceedings 
have  been  instituted,  and  the  corporation  consider  the  verdict  to  have  finally  established  their 
rights,  and  act  on  it  accordingly. 

°151.  The  Charter  of  1st  Henry  V.  grants  that  the  corporation  may  hold  their  Market  as  Tolls  of  theMarket. 
they  were  anciently  accustomed  to  hold  it.  With  the  exception  of  that  of  James  II.  theother  Charter  of  James  II. 
charters  do  not  contain  any  further  grant  of  power  to  hold  markets.  That  charter  contains 
an  express  grant  of  a market  to  the  corporation  on  the  present  market  days,  Wednesday  and 
Saturday ; but,  from  the  general  provisions  of  the  charter,  we  apprehend  this  was  rather  a 
restoration  of  rights  previously  enjoyed,  than  an  original  grant.  The  return  by  the  corporation 
in  1672,  does  not  notice  market  tolls ; the  proclamation  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Privy 
Council  appears  to  have  related  principally  to  customs,  tolls  on  duties  claimed  on  goods 
imported  or  exported ; and  there  is  one  item  only  in  the  schedule,  then  returned,  which  seems 
to  be  referable  to  this  head,  namely. 

Every  cow,  bullock,  horse  sold,  tolling,  4 d. 

This  is  described  in  the  note  of  the  ingate  and  outgate  customs  taken  from  the  corporation 
hook  of  1680,  and  printed  in  the  Appendix  B.  to  the  Report  of  1822,  No.  11,  thus: 


Every  cow,  } 

„ bullock,  l sold  in  the  market,  to  be  tolled  4d. 

„ horse,  J . . 

The  present  toll  on  cattle  appears  to  have  been-  settled  in  1/23,  as  the  charges  in  the 
schedule  then  agreed  on  are  precisely  those  now  levied.  . 

It  is  remarkable  that,  though  described,  and  apparently  claimed  as  market  tolls,  those  on 
cattle  and  standings  are  classed  in  the  schedules  of^ ingate  customs,  and  that  no  market  toll 
on  corn  is  found  in  the  schedules  of  1672  and  1723. 

152.  The  Toll  of  the  Market,  as  taken  on  corn,  has  keen  already  stated  in  our  account  of  M“tet 

the  letting  to  the  chamber  of  commerce.  It  was  formerly  taken  by  measure,  and  by  the 
evidence  before  the  Committee  of  1761,  abuses  appear  to  have  been  committed  in  respect  of 
it  by  the  use  of  improper  measures.  On  the  enactment  of  the  31  Geo.  II.  c.  9.  s.  7,  tor  taking 
toll  by  weight,  the  common  council  had  experiments  made  on  the  weight  of  the  alequart ; 

■and  tne  following  proportions  were  fixed,  in  1758,  viz.  out  of  ^ 


Every  barrel  of  wheat  containing  four  bushels  - 1 9 

oats  ,,  - 0 15 

and  so  rateably  for’ a greater  or  lesser  quantity.  Abuses  also  appear  by  the  same  evidence 
to  have  taken  place  in  this  mode  of  collection ; the  quantities  directed  to  be  taken  considerably 
•■exceeding  those  proportions. 

153.  The  toll  on  cattle  sold  in  the  market  is  in  addition  to  the  ingate  custom.  The  On  Cattle, 
proceeds  of  this  toll  have  been  diminished  in  consequence  of  the  estabhshment  ot  a cattle 
market  by  a private  individual  a few  years  since.  The  corporation 

public  streets,  the  private  market  is  in  enclosed  ground  outside  the  old  «ty  walls,  and  is 
preferred  by  the  owners  of  cattle.  Attempts  were  made  to  enforce  paymen  w+tprlv 

cattle  sold  m this  market,  as  if  sold  in  the  old  one,  but  resisted  by  the  ProPr;f  0^ 
the  toll  lessee  has  not  persevered  in  the  demand,  but  has  made  the  ^cu^tance  a g^dfcr 
seeking  an  abatement  of  hiS  rent  from  the  corporation,  who  have  “Vi”  m!L  the 'June 
ceedings  to  question  the  acts  of  the  owner  of  the  new  market.  The  latter _ makes  the  same 
charge!  on  clttle  sold  there  as  were  made  by  the  corporation.  He  stated  to  us  that  the 
whole  toll  on  cattle  sold  in  his  market  did  not  amount  to  ±dU  in  the  year. 

154.  The  Standings  in  the  market,  for  each  of  which  U i-Asi*  by  the  ^orhhon  or  standing*, 
their  lessee  on  market  davs.  are  a suhiect  of  much  complaint,  being,  in  tact,  a serious 
•obstruction  to  the  public  streets  in  which  the  markets  are  held.  The  “c™'e™n“'  "r 

nuisance,  has  been  hitherto  suffered  to  continue  without  effec  i\e  r > 

tolls  and  . customs  objecting  to  the  interference  of  the  corporate  authorities  with,  what  he 

M.  C.I.  ° n 
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considered,  his  right,  of  letting  as  many  standings  as  he  pleased.  However  the  corporation 
has  provided  against  such  opposition  to  the  exercise  of  municipal  authority,  and  secured  the 
power  of  correcting  the  evil  complained  of,  by  a clause  recently  introduced  in  the  toll  leases, 
that  no  tolls  for  stalls  or  standings  on  market  days,  or  at  St.  John’s  and  St.  James’s  fairs' 
shall  be  taken  to  be  demised  to  the  lessee,  save  in  respect  of  those  which  shall  be  set  up  in 
such  parts  and  places  of  the  city  as  the  mayor  shall  appoint  or  approve  of,  by  writing  under 
his  hand. 

155.  The  grant  of  St.  James’s  fair  is  contained,  as  already  stated  in  the  charter  of  Edward  L 
That  of  St.  John’s  is  found  in  the  charter  of  James  II.,  but,  as  observed  of  the  grant  of  markets 
in  the  same  charter,  is,  we  apprehend,  only  a restoration  of  previous  rights.  The  customs  of 
St.  James’s  fair  appear  to  have  been,  by  some  usage,  payable  to  the  sheriffs  prior  to  the 
Regulation  Act. 

156.  It  appears  that  formerly  the  tolls  of  the  city  were  let  by  separate  gates.  No  letting 
ever  appears  to  have  been  made  for  more  than  one  year,  nor  do  we  find  that  the  tolls  were  of 
late  years  directly  collected  by  an  officer  of  the  corporation. 

The  terms  of  the  letting  to  the  chamber  of  commerce  we  have  already  stated.  The  tolls 
not  rented  by  that  body,  were,  for  part  of  the  same  period,  namely  until  1816,  let  for  £544; 
for  the  years  1817  and  1818,  they  were  let  for  £500,  which  was  reduced  in  the  latter  year 
to  £400,  and  in  1820  to  £360. 

On  the  termination  of  the  letting  to  the  chamber  of  commerce,  all  the  tolls  and  customs 
claimed  by  the  corporation  were  let  together,  and  are  now  so  demised  to  the  same  individual. 

The  following  are  the  rents  at  which  they  have  been  set  since  the  year  1823  : 

£ 


Tear  ending  Sept.  29,  1824 

1,500 

„ 1825 

1,700 

„ 1826 

2,020 

„ 1827 

2,120 

„ 1828 

3,010 

„ 1829 

3,100 

„ 1830 

3,560 

„ 1831 

2,050 

„ 1832 

3,414 

„ 1833 

3,706 

„ 1834 

3,502 

The  tolls  are  advertised  for  letting  some  time  before  the  October  meeting  of  the  council. 
Sealed  proposals,  according  to  a printed  form,  are  required  to  be  sent  to  the  mayor,  and  it  is 
declared  by  the  advertisement  that  the  solvency  of  the  parties  proposing,  and  their  sureties, 
will  be  particularly  inquired  into.  It  is  also  announced  that  should  the  proposals  be 
considered  inadequate,  the  tolls  will  be  put  up  and  let  by  public  auction ; this  last  provision 
was  introduced  in  October  1 831,  and  is  stated  in  a Report  made  by  the  chamberlain  to  the 
common  council,  in  November  of  that  year,  to  have  had  the  effect  of  raising  the  proposals  from 
£2,050  to  £3,414  for  the  year  1832.  #The  tenant  is  latterly  required  to  execute  a lease,  and 
he  is  also  called  on,  with  his  sureties,  to  pass  four  promissory  notes,  each  for  a quarter’s  rent 
of  the  tolls,  and  payable  on  the  first  of  January,  first  of  April,  first  of  July,  and  first  of 
October.  The  letting  must,  of  course,  be  approved  of  by  the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred. 
The  schedule  annexed  to  the  lease  contains  the  old  charges  on  potatoes,  but  they  are  excepted 
out  of  the  demise.  The  lease  also  contains  the  provision  we  nave  noticed  as  to  standings, 
and  to  guard  against  the  claims  sometimes  made  by  the  lessee  for  abatements  of  the  rent, 
the  following  clause  is  now  introduced,  viz.  “ that  the  reserved  rent  of  £ shall  be  clear 
rent  over  and  above  all  claims,  allowances,  deductions,  or  abatements  whatsoever,  for  or  m 
respect,  or  under  pretence  of  any  such  freemen’s  exemption,  as  aforesaid,  or  the  tolls,  duties, 
or  customs,  on  or  for  potatoes,  as  aforesaid,  or  the  restrictions  as  to  stalls  or  standings  on 
market  days,  or  at  St.  J ohn's  and  St  J ames’s  fairs,  as  aforesaid.” 

The  present  tenant  is  a member  of  the  common  council,  and  has  rented  the  tolls,  either 
alone,  or  jointly  with  another  person,  in  several  years  since  they  were  given  up  by  the 
chamber  of  commerce.  In  the  other  years  of  that  period  the  tenants  were  also  members  of 
the  common  council. 

The  leases  are  prepared  at  the  expense  of  the  corporation ; the  lettings  were  formerly  by 
verbal  agreement ; tne  change  was  made  at  the  suggestion  of  the  present  recorder. 

By  the  advertisement  the  proposer  and  his  sureties  are  required  to  attend  on  the  day 
appointed  for  declaring  the  tenant,  and  the  proposals  contain  an  agreement  by  them  to  do 
so,  and  to  perfect  their  notes  for  the  rent  proposed.  This,  however,  is  not  always  strictl ly 
observed.  In  a late  instance  (October  1832)  the  proposed  sureties,  although  they  had 
signed  the  proposal,  and,  being  members  of  the  common  council,  had  attended  the  meeting 
at  which  their  principal  was  declared  the  tenant,  and  signed  the  council  book,  yet  afterwards 
refused  to  sign  the  notes.  The  lease  was,  notwithstanding,  perfected  to  the  tenant,  the  cham- 
berlain stating  to  us  that  the  next  bidder  could  not  then  have  been  accepted  without  a new 
meeting  of  the  council  and  D’Oyer  Hundred;  that  fresh  advertisements  should  be  publish  , 
and  that  the  delays  thus  created  would  be  productive  of  difficulties  in  the  collection  ot  e 
tolls,  as  the  subsisting  year  would  expire  before  a new  letting  could  take  place.  1 
apprehended  also  that  so  large  a proposal  might  not  be  made.  The  chamberlain  subsequen  y 
consulted  with  the  law  agent,  who  approved  of  the  course  pursued,  on  the  ground  that 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS  IN  IRELAND. 


397  LIMERICK. 


were  sufficient  materials  in  the  proposal  and  council  hook  to  fix  the  sureties  in  case  of  default.  LIMERICK. 
The  difficulties  which  appear  to  have  been  suggested  on  this  occasion,  may  have  been 
sufficient  to  warrant  the  perfection  of  the  lease,  but  they  equally  evidence  the  prudence  of 
enforcing  a strict  adherence  to  the  terms  of  the  advertisement  and  proposal. 

157-  The  produce  of  the  tolls  and  customs  has  in  some  years  been  diminished  by  claims  Abatements, 
for  Abatements  made  by  the  tenants,  in  consequence  of  alleged  losses  from  various  causes ; 
and  the  tenant  latterly  has  declined  defending,  at  his  own  expense,  the  right  to  tolls  which 
may  be  resisted,  relying  on  the  resistance  as  a ground  for  seeking  an  abatement  of  the  rent. 

This  system  is  obviously  very  prejudicial  to  the  corporation,  but  considering  the  heavy  costs 
of  the  proceedings  which  might  be  necessary  to  try  a disputed  question  on  the  subject,  it 
cannot  be  expected  that  a person  interested  only  in  the  tolls  for  one  year  would  undertake 
such  a contest. 

An  allowance  or  abatement  of  £225  appears  to  have  been  made  in  1826  to  the  toll 
tenants,  which  the  chamberlain  stated  to  have  been  made  for  toll  on  flour  by  the  canal,  and 
on  the  goods  of  freemen.  The  tenant  for  the  year  1830  has  hitherto  refused  to  pay  one  of 
the  four  notes  for  £890  each,  which  became  due  on  the  16th  of  November  in  that  year, 
relying  on  a demand  claimed  by  him  against  the  corporation  for  losses  sustained  in  that 
year  to  an  amount  considerably  exceeding  that  sum.  No  proceedings  have  been  taken  on 
either  side  to  settle  the  account. 


A considerable  abatement  has  been  made  by  the  corporation  to  the  present  tenant  for  the 
tolls  of  1832.  The  claim  was  for  £1,085  14s.  7d.,  partly  founded  on  losses  by  the  new 
cattle  market  before  mentioned,  partly  on  a loss  from  toll  not  being  paid  on  herrings,  and 
on  corn  and  flour  belonging  to  freemen,  and  on  goods  and  corn  by  the  canal,  and  partly  on 
an  alleged  deficiency  in  the  general  produce  of  the  tolls,  by  reason  of  the  prevalence  of 
cholera.  The  following  is  the  statement  of  losses,  as  furnished  by  the  tenant,  and  which  was 
accompanied  by  his  affidavit,  that  it  was  a fair  statement  of  them  : 


£ 

s. 

d. 

Cattle  market 

- 164 

11 

3 

Ingate  duty  on  23,176  barrels  of  herrings,  at  2 d.  - 

- 193 

2 

8 

Toll  of  the  market  on  Mr.  Roche’s  flour 

- 37 

4 

21 

„ Mr.  Erson’s  - 

- 14 

1 

9l 

„ Mr.  H.  Lyons’s  - 

- 17 

5 

2 f 

„ Mr.  I.  S.  Brown’s 

- 13 

1 

2J 

Ditto  on  com  belonging  to  freemen  - 

- 73 

19 

4 

Goods  and  corn  brought  by  canal 

- 193 

14 

10 

£707 

Decrease  on  receipts  from  June  to  October  1832,  when 

0 

4 

compared  with  former  years,  when  tenant  to  the  tolls 

- 378 

14 

3 

£1,085 

14 

7 

•Freemen. 


The  claim  was  opposed  by  some  members  of  the  common  council,  and  among  others  by' 

Lord  Gort,  but.  an  abatement  was  allowed  to  the  tenant  of  £853  10s.,  being  the  amount 
of  one  quarter’s  rent  of  the  year.  The  abatement  was  confirmed  by  the  Court  of  D’Oyer 
Hundred,  but  the  above  statement  was  not  laid  before  them,  though  alleged  to  have  been 
called  for  by  some  of  the  freemen.  The  chamberlain  stated  to  us  that  it  was  not  then 
produced,  that  not  being  the  period  for  producing  the  vouchers  for  his  allowance  of  the- 
amount. 

We  have  already  stated  the  clause  now  introduced  into  the  leases,  against  claims  for 
abatements ; but  if  the  corporation  is  contented  to  yield  to  the  several  grounds  of  objection 
on  which  the  above  statement  of  losses  appears  founded,  the  clause  should  be  more  compre- 
hensive, or  the  terms  of  the  demise  so  framed  as  effectually  to  prevent  the  tenant  from 
contending  that  it  gives  him  the  disputed  tolls. 

158.  The  Exemption  of  Freemen  is  said  to  be  confined  to  exemption  from  the  ingate  duties.  Exemption  of 
They  claim,  however,  it  appears,  to  be  also  exempt  from  the  tolls  of  the  market ; and  one  of  Freemen, 
the  items  of  the  above  statement  is  founded  on  this  claim.  We  find  in  the  common  council 

book  of  1776,  a resolution  that  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  collector  of  tolls  that,  no  person 
but  a freeman  who  has  been  regularly  sworn,  and  has  obtained  a docket,  should  pass  goods 
free. 

159.  The  Collection  of  the  tolls  is  expensive.  We  are  unable  to  state  the  exact  amount;  Expenses  of 
the  present  tenant  informed  us  that  he  employed  about  20  persons  in  winter  and  10  in  Collection, 
summer.  It  was  alleged  before  us  that  the  police  force  aided  the  collectors  in  compelling 
payment,  but  on  investigation  it  appeared  that  they  only  attended  to  preserve  the  peace  and 

prevent  obstructions  in  the  public  passages  to  the  city,  particularly  at  Thomond  Bridge,  which 
is  extremely  narrow,  and  that  they  were  expressly  directed  not  to  interfere  in  the  collection 
of  tolls. 

160.  The  tolls  were  formerly  let  by  separate  Gates.  In  reference  to  this  mode  of  letting,  the  Whether  Letting 

chamberlain  in  his  report  of  November  1831,  made  to  the  common  council,  as  to  the  best  ^V1sse^a,rate  Gates 
mode  of  letting  the  tolls  and  customs,  objects  that.  " the  true  distinct  value  of  each  of  them  e‘ 

could  not  for  some  years  be  ascertained,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  mode  of  collection  at  the 

quays,  and  other  water  conveyances,  canal,  &c.  would  be  more  likely  to  be  objects  of 
contention  and  confusion,  and  there  would  be  a diversity  of  inferior  tenants,  tending  to  bring 
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the  corporation  into  disrepute  by  extortion  and  improper  demands  on  the  several  avenues 
and  quays.” 

161.  The  cleansing  of  the  streets  and  lanes  in  the  old  city  was  formerly  a considerable 
expense  to  the  corporation ; it.  is  now  a source  of  income.  The  change  appears  to  have 
taken  place  in  the  year  1816.  The  following  sums  arc  mentioned  in  the  chamberlain’s 
accounts  returned  to  the  committee  of  1822,  as  expended  on  this  account  in  the  preceding 
vears : 

£ 5.  d. 

Year  ending  September  29,  IS  12,  Salary  of  city  scavengers  119  0 0 

1813  „ 109  10  0 

1814  - „ 179  5 0 

1815  ,,  35  0 0 


In  the  year  1816  this  head  of  expenditure  ceases,  and  we  find  the  item  of  scavengers  in 
the  subsequent  accounts  under  the  head  of  casual  receipts.  The  first  entry  is  for  the  year 
ending  September  1817,  £64  2s.  6 d.  The  amount  has  since  increased,  hut  is  very  fluctuating 
as  appears  by  the  following  Table : 

£ s.  d. 

Year  ending  September  1818  - - - - 78  12  9 

1819  - - - - 78  7 6 

1820  - - - 100  9 G 


(We  have  no  accounts  from  this  to  1824.) 

1825  - - - - 105  4 0 


1826  - 

1827  - 

1828  - 

1829  - 

1830  - 
October  1831 

1832  - 

1833  - 


- 170  3 3 

- 139  4 2 

- Ill  16  11 

- 104  0 0 

88  0 0 

147  O 0 

- 139  0 0 

- 114  10  0 


The  cleansing  of  the  streets  and  lanes  is  let  annually  by  public  auction  in  five  lots  on  the 
Monday  succeeding  the  day  of  swearing  in  the  new  mayor.  The  purchasers  are  required 
to  pay  in  cash  for  each  lot  at  the  time  of  auction.  They  are  not  bound  to  repair  the  streets, 
nor  is  there  any  officer  of  the  corporation  whose  duty  it  is  as  such  to  see  that  they  do  not 
commit  any  injury  to  the  pavement.  The  high  constable  is  the  conservator  of  the  streets  and 
roads  in  the  city  and  liberties  appointed  by  the  grand  jury. 

We  do  not  find  that  any  expenditure  has  been  made  by  the  corporation  on  the  streets  and 
lanes  from  which  they  derive  this  income  since  it  became  productive.  The  repairs  of  them 
are  still  left  to  the  grand  jury,  and  defrayed  by  presentment.  The  sums  presented  for  on 
this  account  appear  to  be  less  than  the  sums  received  by  the  corporation  for  the  scavenger’s 
lots. 

162.  Fines  on  leases,  and  the  purchase  monies  of  parts  of  their  estates  taken  for  public 
purposes,  appear  to  be  the-  only  incidental  sources  of  Revenue  to  the  corporation.  In  our 
account  of  the  rental  we  have  noticed  such  instances  of  the  former  as  have  come  under  our 
observation.  The  following  sums  appear  to  have  been  received  for  purchase  monies  since  the 
year  1812  : 

£ s.  d. 

1813,  Feb.  8.  Ground  on  Scatter y Island  for  a fortification  279  9 0 

1819,  July  8. 632  11  5J 

1824,  July  16.  Ground  for  the  Lunatic  Asylum  (stock  and 

interest)  ------  1,091  17  8 

We  have  noticed,  in  page  380,  the  grant  of  the  Island  of  Inniscattery,  and  the  dues  of 
oysters  and  herrings  contained  in  the  same  grant.  We  find  that  in  1679,  it  was  resolved  to 
reduce  the  demand  to  100  herrings  and  200  oysters,  half  to  be  given  to  the  mayor,  and  half 
to  the  sheriffs.  The  present  claim  to  oysters  by  the  mayor,  appears  to  be  a relic  of  this  grant 
of  the  aneient  possessions  of  the  religious  house  of  Synan. 

163.  The  corporation  appears  formerly  to  have  raised  money  by  Mortgage  of  their 
estates.  Tire  last  notice  we  find  of  a Debt  of  this  nature  is  in  1805,  when  by  a resolution  of 
the  common  council  a mortgage  debt  of  £1,665  17s.  6 d.,  stated  to  be  due  to  John  Prendergast 
Smyth,  Esq.,  afterwards  Lord  Gort,  was  ordered  to  be  paid  off. 

By  the  chamberlain’s  accounts  returned  to  Parliament  in  1822,  (Appendix  B.  to  Report  of 
Select  Committee  on  the  Local  Taxation  of  Limerick,  1822,  No.  16,)  a balance  appears 
against  the  corporation  of  £3,879  6s.  Id.  on  the  summary  of  the  expenditure  and  revenues 
for  the  10  years  ending  29th  September  1821.  This  appears  to  have  been  nearly  liquidated 
in  the  two  following  years  On  the  30th  of  June  1823,  the  chamberlain  having  expressed  a 
wish  to  have  his  accounts  investigated,  three  members  of  the  common  council  were  added  to 
the  committee  of  accounts,  who  made  their  report  on  the  29th  of  August  following,  by  which 
they  found  a sum  of  £260  9s.  4 d.  due  to  the  chamberlain,  and  various  sums  due  for  salaries 
to  the  officers  of  the  corporation,  and  on  other  accounts.  To  discharge  these  debts  it  was 
recommended,  on  the  opinion  of  counsel,  that  Bonds  should  be  passed,  which  was  afterwards 
dome  on  the  28th  of  June  1824,  to  the  several  creditors,  to  the  amount  of  £o,961  0s.  fW. 
These  bonds  have  been  all  discharged,  and  the  corporation  is  now  free  from  any  ascertained 
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debt.  The  claim  for  compensation  on  account  of  the  tolls,  already  noticed,  appears  to  be 
the  only  demand  of  importance  alleged  to  be  still  pending  against  them.  This  is  estimated 
by  the  claimant  at  £2,371  19s.  Id.,  including  the  amount  of  nis  unpaid  note  for  £890. 

164.  The  Expenditure  of  the  corporation  has,  since  1S23,  been  governed  by  the  following 
provisions  of  the  Regulation  Act:  D 

Sec.  22.  “And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  the  following  salaries,  and  no  more,  shall  be 
paid  annually  by  the  said  chamberlain  of  the  said  city  out  of  the  revenues  of  the  said 
corporation,  to  the  several  officers  undermentioned ; that  is  te  say:  to  the  mayor  live  hundred 
pounds,  to  the  recorder  two  hundred  pounds,  to  the  sheriffs  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds, 
and  to  the  chamberlain  the  sum  of  five  pounds  per  centum , on  the  net  amount  which  he  shall 
receive  for  the  use  of  the  said  corporation,  together  with  salaries  for  the  several  other  officers 
of  the  said  corporation,  not  exceeding  the  average  salary  received  by  them  respectively 
during  the  seven  yeaVs  next  preceding  the  commencement  of  this  Act. 

Sec.  23.  “ Provided  always,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  Court  of  Common  Council 
and  the  Court  of  D’Oyer  I-Jundred  assembled,  six  days’  notice,  at  the  least,  being  previously 
given  of  the  holding  of  such  assembly,  to  increase  or  diminish  the  salaries  of°the  officers 
aforesaid  to  such  sums  as  they  shall  judge  proper;  but  the  same  not  to  take  effect  for  one 
whole  year  after  the  time  of  holding  such  assembly. 

Sec.  24.  “ Ancl  be  it  further  enacted,  that  no  part  of  the  residue  of  the  public  revenue  of 
the  said  city  shall  be  disposed  of  except  to  the  public  uses  and  charities  of  the  said  city,  nor 
unless  an  order  shall  be  previously  made  for  such  disposition  of  the.  same  by  the  mayor  and 
common  council,  and  approved  of  by  the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred.” 

The  income  and  expenditure,  for  the  10  years  ending  29th  September  1821,  arc  stated  in 
detail  in  the  returns  contained  in  the  Appendix  B.  to  the  Report  of  1S22,  No.  16.  The 
income  and  expenditure,  from  the  first  of  May  1824,  the  date  of  the  appointment  of  the 
present  chamberlain,  to  the  spring  assizes  of  1833,  were  returned  to  the  House  of  Commons 
by  that  officer  on  the  22d  of  July  1833,  in  obedience  to  an  order  of  that  House  of  the  17th, 
and  have  since  been  printed  by  an  order  of  the  House. 

The  following  account  of  the  income  and  expenditure,  as  lodged  previous  to  the  summer 
assizes  of  1833,  and  which  was  passed  by  the  common  council  and  Court  of  D’Oyer 
Hundred,  in  October  of  that  year,  was  furnished  to  us  by  the  chamberlain : 


city  OF 
LIMERICK, 


Expenditure. 
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The  Corporation  of  Limerick  in  Account  Current 


To  Paid  Mrs.  Crips,  alderman's  widow,  half  year’s  annuity,  due  4th  instant  . 
Paid  Mrs.  Morris, burgess’s  widow,  one  year’s  annuity,  due  8th  March  1833  . 
Paid  Mrs.  Collis,  burgess’s  widow,  half  year's  annuity,  due  26th  February  1833 
Paid  James  Blackwell,  high  constable,  quarter’s  salary,  due  27th  instant 
Paid  the  Honourable  J.  P-  Vereker,  mayor,  quarter’s  salary,  due  this  day  . 
Paid  the  twenty  widows  in  the  almshouse,  quarter’s  annuity,  due  this  day  . 
Paid  Mrs.  Roche,  alderman’s  widow,  one  quarter’s  annuity,  due  this  day  . 
Paid  the  sheriff’s  bailiffs  quarter’s  salary,  due  25th  instant 

Paid  the  six  petit  constables  ,,  ,,  ..... 

Paid  George  Osborne,  organist  , , , , 

Paid  Cole  and  Ryan,  bellmen  , , , , 

Paid  Benjamin  Gamble,  mayor's  serjeant  , , 

Paid  Thomas  Ebriel  , > > i 

Paid  Thomas  Roache  , , ;>  


d £. 


3 10  0 
3 10  0 
3 10  0 


due  25th  March  1833  

April  1.  Paid  J.  B.  Westropp,  Esq.  common  speaker,  quarter’s  salary,  due  ditto  . . 

, , Paid  Mrs.  Taylor,  chamberlain’s  widow,  half  year’s  annuity,  due  10  th  March  j 

2.  Paid  Mrs.  Harrison,  alderman's  widow,  half  year’s  annuity,  due  25th  March  j. 

Paid  Nicholas  Smyth,  swordbearer,  quarter’s  salary,  due  25th  March  1833  . 
4.  Paid  Daniel  FI anagau,  ranger  of  the  exchange,  quarter’s  salary,  due  25th) 

March  1833  , • 

6.  Paid  Mr.  Thomas  Myles  half  year’s  interest,  due  15th  March,  on  bonds  £140  ) 

8.  Paid  Edward  Parker,  Esq.  half  year’s  interest,  due  15th  March,  on  bonds'! 

£145  Irish .••••/ 

, Paid  Edward  Parker,  Esq.  town  clerk,  quarter's  salary,  due  4th  instant  . . 

11.  Paid  Mrs.  Carroll,  burgess’s  widow,  half  year’s  annuity,  due  10th  instant  . 

18.  Paid  Carew  Smyth,  Esq.  recorder,  half  year’s  salary,  due  25th  March  1833  . 

20  Paid  Mrs.  Vincent,  burgess’s  widow,  one  year’s  annuity,  due  30th  March) 

1833  •.•••/ 

May  2.  Paid  Mrs.  Sarjent.  alderman’s  widow,  one  year’s  annuity',  due  11th  instant  . 

3.  Paid  Mrs.  Jackson,  burgess’s  widow,  half  year’s  annuity,  due  1st  instant 

22.  Paid  subscription  to  the  county  infirmary,  one  year  to  24th  June  1833 
, , Paid  Mrs.  Roche,  alderman’s  widow,  quurter’s  annuity,  due  24th  instant 
24.  Paid  the  twenty  widows  iu  the  almshouse  quarter’s  annuity,  due  ditto  . ■ 

, , Paid  the  four  mayor’s  serjeants,  quarter’s  salary,  due  ditto 

, , Paid  the  sheriff's  bailiffs  , , , , 

, , Paid  the  six  petit  constables  , , , , ...... 

,,  Paid  the  Honourable  J.  P.  Vereker,  mayor,  quarter’s  salary',  due  ditto  . . 

, , Paid  George  Osborne,  organist  , , , , ... 

26.  Paid  excise  office  half  year’s  quitrents,  due  Easter,  1833  . . . 

27.  Paid  J.  B.  Westropp,  Esq.  common  speaker,  quarter’s  salary,  due  24th  inst  . 

, , Paid  Cole  and  Ryan,  bellmen  , , > > 

,,  Paid  James  Blackwell,  high  constable  ,,  , , • 

28.  Paid  Mrs.  Edwards,  burgess’s  widow,  half  year's  annuity,  due  25th  instant  . 

29.  Paid  Nicholas  Smyth,  swordbearer,  quarter's  salary,  due  24th  instant 

-July  2.  Paid  John  O’Brien,  Esq.  half  year’s  rent  main  guardhouse,  due  26th  March' 

1833  

, Paid  Crofton  Vandeleur,  Esq.  half  year's  rent  main  guardhouse,  due  1st  May' 
1833  

4.  Paid  William  Furlong,  Esq.  law  agent,  on  account  of  his  costs,  pursuant  to- 

order  of  council  and  D’Oyer  Hundred .... 

,,  Paid  William  Gibson,  Esq.  toll  tenant,  in  full  for  his  claim  for  allowance1 
respecting  tolls,  pursuant  to  order  of  council  and  D’Oyer  Hundred  . 

,,  Paid  Mr.  Richard  Hunt  his  account  for  clothing  the  mayor’s  serjeants,  con-' 

stables,  &c.  in  the  mayoralty  of  alderman  Hunt 

,,  Paid  Mf.  George  O’Connell  his  account  for  clothing  the  mayor’s  serjeants, - 
constables,  &c.  in  the  first  year  of  the  mayoralty  of  Honourable  J.  P. 

Vereker  

, , Paid  Mr.  William  Erson  his  account  for  coal  delivered  for  the  use  of  the; 

Exchange ' 

, , Paid  Edward  Parker,  Esq.  town  clerk,  quarter’s  salary,  due  this  day  . 

, ; Paid  Messrs.  Thomas  and  Francis  Wilkinson,  clerks  of  the  market,  half) 

year’s  salary,  due  this  day  J 

, , Paid  J.  B.  Westropp,  Esq.  common  speaker,  balance  of  one  year’s  salary) 
pursuant  to  order  of  council  and  D’Oyer  Hundred,  to  24th  June  1833  . J 

5 , Paid  Alderman  Vere  Hunt  his  advance  to  Mr.  D.  Geary,  for  advertisements -i 

in  his  mayoralty . . } 

, , Paid  alderman  John  Crips  for  costs  and  damages  in  the  action  against  hirai 
by  John  Bermingham,  pursuant  to  order  of  council  and  D’Oyer  Hundred.  J 
5.  Paid  J.  S.  Cooper,  Esq.  executor  and  administrator  to  the  late  Sir  Christopher) 
Marrett,  balance  of  corporation  bond  for  £430  12s.  2d.  and  interest  . • J 

, j Paid  for  stamps  on  receipts,  postages,  and  incidents 

, Paid  the  chamberlain’s  poundage  on  £796  19*.  received  per  contra  . . . 

., , Amount  of  notes  remaining  for  the  credit  of  the  corporation. 

A.  J.  Watson’s  note  due  19th  November  1630 
William  Gibson’s  note  due  11th  July  1833  . . 

, , note  due  11th  October  1833  . 


3 13  10 
2 10  0 


12  0 0 
125  0 0 
2 10  0 
11  13  5 


2 10  0 
32  11  0 
26  5 0 
300  0 0 
853  10  0 
189  5 3 
122  15  0 

15  13  0 
12  10  0 


- 2,582  13  0 


£890  0 
926  10 
926  10 


Cash  balance  for  the  credit  of  the  corporation  in  next  account  . 


E.  E.  Limerick,  5th  July  1833. 
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with  Alderman  D.  F.  G.  Mahony,  Chamberlain. 


Cr. 


Feb.  14.  By  amount  of  notes  remaining  for  the  credit  of  the  corporation,  per 
Account  furnished  this  day,  viz. : 

A J.  Watson's  note,  due  19th  November  1830  . £890  0 0 
William  Gibson’s  note,  due  4th  October  1832  . 853  10  0 

>>  8th  April  1833  . . 926  10  0 

>>  8th  July  1833  . . 926  10  0 

>>  8th  October  1833  . 926  10  0 


By  cash  balance  for  the  credit  of  the  corporation 


March  22.  By  cash  from  Mr.  Joseph  Jones 


April  1. 
May  10. 


half  yi 

D.  F.  G.  Mahony,  Esq. 
Representatives  of  T.  Norris 
Representatives  of  P.  Maley 
Miss  Carrs 


Joseph  Henry 
Representatives  of  J.  Ferrar 
Representatives  of  T.  Norris 
John  Vereker,  Esq. 

John  Vereker,  Esq. 

Representatives  of  Lord  Perry 
Miss  Sargent 
Mrs.  Brady 
Peter  O'Brien,  Esq. 

J.  N.  Russell,  Esq. 

Thomas  Kelly,  Esq. 

Daniel  Gabbet,  Esq. 

Cornelius  Nash 
Doctor  Vereker 
Capt.  Bar.  Roche 
Representatives  of  Rev.  J.  I-Ionve 
Representatives  of  Sir  R.  Harte 
Representatives  of  J.Sexton,  Esq. 

Representatives  of  C.  Sargent 
Representatives  of  Miss  Ingram 
John  Wight,  Esq. 

R.  Moore,  Esq. 

Representatives  of Leslie 

County  Infirmary 
Representatives  of  D.  Bourke 
Representatives  of  Sir  C.  Marrett 
Alexander  Shearer 
Representatives  of  H.  J.  Ingram 
Joseph  Crips,  Esq. 

Henry  Watson,  Esq. 

Alderman  Mahony 
Representatives  of  Stamer 
Representatives  of  J.  Wallace 
Representatives  of  J.  Sargent 
Lord  Viscount  Gort,  for  all  rent  due  by  him  for  the  Lime- 
kiln concern  to  25th  March  1833  

Joseph  Jones,  half  year  due  25th  March  1833 

Representatives  of  P.  Maley  , , , , 


t 


1833 


3 4 7J 

0 10  6 


0 13  10 
0 4 

13  7 104 


1 7 84 
0 2 4 

4 12  4 
9 4 74 

5 1 04 
0 9 3 
4 16  11 
0 5 24 
0 13  10 

2 12  6 


0 5 64 


41  434  7 4 

7 46  3 1 

23  3 4 74 


CITY  OF 
LIMERICK. 


Total  . . £6,098  11  0 


D.  F.  G.  Mahony,  Chamberlain. 


M.C.I. 


5 I 
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The  accounts  from  September  1821  to  May  1824,  though  among  those  called  for  by  the 
order  of  the  House  of  Commons,  were  not  returned,  nor  were  they  produced  to  us.  Thev 
comprise  those  of  Lord  Viscount  Gort,  as  chamberlain,  which  were  investigated  by  the 
committee  of  accounts  in  August  1823.  His  lordship’s  successor,  William  Taylor,  Esq. 
held  the  office  only  a few  months,  having  died  early  in  1824.  We  did  not  find  that  Lord 
Gort’s  accounts  were  in  the  possession  of  any  officer  of  the  corporation.  In  his  reply  to  our 
communication  requesting  his  attendance  before  us  on  the  Inquiry,  which  his  Lordship 
declined,  he  stated  as  one  of  the  reasons  for  considering  that  he  did  not  come  under  the 
general  description  of " other  persons”  alluded  to  in  the  Commission,  that  he  had  not  any 
roll  or  document  belonging  to  the  corporation  in  his  possession  or  within  his  control.  From  the 
evidence  given  before  us,  it  would  appear  that  the  accounts  on  being  investigated  were  returned 
to  Mr.  Morris,  the  vice-chamberlain,  since  deceased,  and  remained  in  his  possession  until 
his  death,  when  they  came  into  the  possession  of  his  widow  and  representative  with  the  other 
chamberlain’s  accounts  of  the  late  and  present  Lord  Gort.  It  was  stated  to  us  that  one 
chest  not  containing  any  corporate  documents  was  delivered  by  her  to  Lord  Gort,  but  that 
she  had  refused  to  give  others  to  his  lordship,  though  repeatedly  applied  to  for  them.  Mrs. 
Morris  having  removed  from  Limerick,  we  wrote  to  her,  and,  in  reply,  she  stated  that  she 
was  not  aware  of  having  any  books  or  papers  belonging  to  the  corporation  in  her  possession, 
and  that  no  application  was  ever  made  to  her,  until  the  day  of  the  receipt  of  our  letter,  for 
any  corporation  papers. 

"One  of  the  members  of  the  common  council,  who  was  added  to  the  committee  of  accounts  in 
1823,  deposed  that  the  investigation  of  his  lordship’s  accounts  took  a-  considerable  time,  and 
was  conducted  by  the  most  intelligent  members  of  the  council ; that  they  were  thoroughly 
investigated,  and  vouchers  produced ; and  that  all  the  members  of  the  committee  were 
satisfied  of  the  correctness  of  the  accounts  as  finally  passed. 

The  following  summary  of  the  expenditure  and  receipts,  from  May  1824  to  the  summer 
assizes  of  1833,  was  furnished  to  us  by  the  chamberlain : 
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We  have  prepared  the  following  abstracts  of  the  accounts  for  the  10  years  ending  the  29tll 
September  1821,  and  the  nine  years  ending  Spring  Assizes  1833,  showing  the  total  disburse- 
ments for  each  important  branch  of  expenditure  in  those  periods : 

Ten  years,  ending  September  29,  1821. 


Ordinary  Expenditure. 


Salaries  of  officers 

Clothing  inferior  officers  - 

Quitrents  ------- 

Rent  of  the  corn  market  - - - 

„ sheriff’s  office  - 

„ diocesan  school  - 

„ main  guardhouse  ... 

„ storage  for  potatoe  scales 
Taxes  and  insurance  of  the  Exchange 
Annuities  to  aldermen  and  burgesses’  widows  - 
,,  Almshouse  widows  - 

Paid  scavengers  (to  1815)  - 

Mayor’s  contingencies  - 

Newspapers  ------- 

Printing,  stationery,  &c.  .... 

Allowance  to  chamber  of  commerce,  on  toll  agree-' 
ment,  for  clerks,  £20  a-year,  to  1815  - 


Contingent  Disbursements. 

Costs  in  mandamus  suits,  &c.  - - - - 

Sundry  expenses  attending  the  several  petitions  and) 
proceedings  ------  f 

Paid  Lord  Gort  expenses  of  election  petition  in  1819 
Stamps  ------- 

Corporation  dinners 

Repairs  and  lighting  Exchange  - - - 

Furniture  ------- 

Repairs,  &c.  of  premises  out  of  lease 
Surveying  ------- 

Expenses  at  the  corn  market  - - - - 

Expenses  relating  to  other  markets  and  tolls 
Corporation  gallery  in  the  cathedral 
Fine  and  costs  of  lease  of  guardhouse 
Repairs  of  ditto  - - - - - - 

Guardhouse  at  Thomond  Bridge 
Repairs  of  the  almshouse  - 

„ diocesan  school  - - - 

Sundry  charities  ------ 

Repairs  of  causeway  - 

„ Thomond  Bridge  - - - - 

Costs  attending  purchase  of  part  of  Scattery  Island,) 
by  the  Crown  ------  3 

(This  was  the  entire  amount  of  the  purchase,  money.) 
Expenses  at  Scattery  Island  - 
Box,  for  complimentary  freedom  - 
Sundries  not  classed  ----- 

Percentage  to  the  vice-chamberlain,  1818  to  1821 
Sundry  expenses,  not  specified,  per  the  sheriffs  - 
„ „ per  town  clerk  - 


Total  expenditure  (late  Irish  currency) 
Making,  in  present  currency 

Nine  years,  ending  Spring  Assizes  1833. 

Ordinary  Expenditure. 


Salaries  - 

Clothing  inferior  officers,  &c. 
Quitrents  - 
Rent  of  the  corn  market 
j,  . sheriffs’  office 
„ guardhouse 


£ 

s. 

d. 

9,377 

10 

0 

1,022 

14 

4 A 

268 

11 

24 

568 

15 

0 

200 

0 

0 

270 

0 

0 

705 

5 

0 

22 

15 

0 

126 

12 

44 

990 

0 

0 

400 

0 

0 

442 

15 

0 

409 

8 

Oh 

134 

1 

9 

1,364 

6 

8 

80 

0 

0 

£16,382 

14 

11 

£ 

s. 

d. 

7,591 

7 

44- 

2,002 

12 

5 

800 

0 

0 

1,011 

14 

7h 

201 

9 

6 

782 

1 

104 

33 

1 

1 

170 

2 

1 

11 

18 

104 

92 

1 

4 A 

304 

1 

11" 

141 

2 

3 

68 

12 

44 

71 

3 

9 

25 

16 

6 

67 

19 

114 

20 

13 

3 

184 

2 

9 

67 

IS 

8A 

53 

14 

6' 

279 

9 

0 

8 

8 

0 

25 

IS 

10 

44 

18 

24 

268 

5 

3 

22 

9 

6 

5 

5 

34 

£14,356 

9 

3 

£30,739 

4 

2 

£28,374 

13 

l 

f. 

s. 

d. 

10,322 

14 

1 

1,308 

4 

6 

219 

13 

3+ 

472 

10 

0 

167 

13 

8 

762 

8 

4 

Carried  forward 


£13,253  3 10* 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS  IN  IRELAND. 


405 


Brought  forward 
Rent,  &c.  of  potatoe  scales  - 
Annuities  to  aldermen  and  burgesses’  widows  - 
,,  almshouse  widows  ... 
Mayor’s  contingencies  - 
Newspapers  ...... 

Printing,  stationery,  &c.  .... 

Rent  of  house  at  salmon  wear,  five  years  and  a half,! 
to  1825  J 


Contingent  Disbursements. 
Costs  of  toll  suits,  &c.  - 

Costs  of  proceedings  relating  to  Scattery  Island,  and] 
expenses  of  keeping  possession  thereof  - - j 

(Of  these  costs,  a sum  of  £117  2s.  lid.  was  rec< 
by  the  corporation.) 

Stamps  ....... 

Allowance  to  toll  tenants  .... 

Entertainments  ------ 

Repairs  and  other  expenses  at  Exchange  - 

„ premises  out  of  lease 

Surveying 

Expenses  at  the  corn  market  > 

Repairs,  &c.  at  guardhouse  - - - - 

almshouse  .... 

Sundry  charities  ------ 

Repairs  of  causeway  - - - - 

„ Thomond  Bridge  - - - 

„ White  Hall  Bridge 

„ quays  ------ 

Allowance  of  rent  on  Scattery  Island 
Discount  on  toll  notes  - 
Boxes  for  complimentary  freedoms ; portrait  of  Lord' 
Gort,  200  guineas ; and  gilding  pictures 
Gold  chains  for  mayor  and  sheriffs  - 
Sundry  expenses  not  classed  - 
Principal  and  interest  of  bond  debts 
Percentage  to  chamberlain  - - - 


£ 

s. 

d. 

13,253 

3 101 

28 

13 

8 

639  19 

9t 

332 

6 

3 

228 

1 

10 

47 

9 111 

1,045 

14 

0 

35 

10 

91 

£15,611 

0 

2 

- 2,701 

3 

4 

[ 712 

d 

11 

11 

37 

7 

54 

503 

13 

M 

53 

2 

8 

279 

16 

7 

67 

17 

4 

3 

16 

11 

119 

10 

8J 

40 

■ 0 

0 

84 

16 

2 

576 

2 

0 

134 

14 

8 

99 

6 

4 

20 

0 

0 

87 

2 

2 

204 

15 

0 

138 

10 

5 

l|  447 

0 

10 

117 

14 

91 

- 4,496 

16 

2 

- 1,675 

14 

51 

Total  expenditure  (British  currency)  - £28,212  13  7-^ 


165.  Of  the  contingent  disbursements  of  the  years  preceding  September  1821,  the  sum  of 
£10,393  19s.  10 id.  is  composed  of  charges  appearing  to  be  almost  wholly  connected  with  the 
political  contest  between  the  common  council  and  the  independents,  in  its  various  stages  in 
the  courts  of  law,  and  before  Committees  of  Parliament.  The  Expenditure  of  £1,011  14s.  7hd. 
for  stamps  appears,  by  the  evidence  given  before  the  Select  Committee  of  1822,  to  have  been 
principally  for  stamps  provided  by  the  common  council  for  the  admissions  of  honorary  and 
non-resident  freemen.  So  large  an  expenditure,  in  the  defence  of  their  exclusive  political  power, 
and  the  resistance  of.  rights,  which  were  in  every  instance  established  against  them  and  in 
favour  of  the  citizens,  naturally  produced  strong  feelings  of  dissatisfaction  in  their  opponents, 
and  those  who  have  been  anxious  to  have  the  public  revenues  of  the  city  made  available  it> 
aid  of  the  local  taxation ; and  has  been  the  subject  of  much  observation,  in  reference  to  the 
public  purposes  for  which  it  is  now  finally  declared  by  the  Regulation  Act  those  revenues  were 
granted.  This  expenditure,  however,  all  took  place  before  that  statute  was  passed,  and  the 
recurrence  of  a similar  application  of  the  corporate  income  seems  not  probable  under  the 
restrictions  now  imposed.  The  consequences  of  this  disbursement  were,  that  the  corporation 
incurred  the  debts  for  which  bonds  were  passed  in  1824 ; and  the  discharge  of  those  bonds 
out  of  the  revenues  of  the  subsequent  years  has,  until  1833,  tended  to  deprive  the  corporation 
of  any  surplus  available  to  the  public  uses  and  charities  of  the  city. 

The  destination  of  the  city  revenues  to  public  uses  seems,  in  fact,  to  have  been 
questioned  by  the  common  council  a considerable  time  before  this  expenditure  was  made, 
although  so  fully  acknowledged  in  the  Return  of  1672,  and  afterwards  declared  by  the  first 
resolution  of  the  Committee  of  the  Irish  House  of  Commons,  in  176 J,  which  is.  That  it 
appears  to  the  Committee,  that  the  estate  and  revenues  of  the  corporation  of  the  city  of 
Limerick  are  vested  in  the  whole  corporate  body,  for  the  public  uses  of  the  city.  A series 
of  resolutions  were,  at  the  period  of  those  proceedings,  29th  August  1761,  proposed  by  Mr 
Pery  to  the  common  council,  one  of  which  declares  the  surplus  revenues,  after  payment  of 
salaries  to  officers  and  charities,  to  be  for  the  public  uses  of  the  city  and  no  other  ; but  on  the 
18th  October  1762,  it  being  moved  that  the.  council  would  enter  into  a resolution  that  the 
estate  and  revenues  of  the  corporation  were  vested  in  the  corporate  body  for  public  uses,  a 
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resolution  was  passed  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  question,  and  we  have  not  observed 
that  the  subject  was  again  resumed. 

Many  of  the  ordinary  and  contingent  disbursements  of  the  ten  years  preceding  September 
1821  may,  however,  be  properly  classed  under  the  head  of  expenditure  for  public  uses.  The 
salaries  of  the  municipal  officers,  the  rents  and  repairs  of  the  corn  market,  and  other  public 
buildings,  the  payments  to  scavengers,  and  the  repairs  of  Thoniond  Bridc-e  and  the  Ciiusewav 
are  of  this  description ; and,  although  inconsiderable  in  amount,  it  appears  that  in  addition  to 
the  charitable  annuities  paid  by  the  corporation,  some  payments  were  made  to  charitable 
purposes. 

166.  The  expenditure  since  1824  has  not,  from  the  reason  already  stated,  been  much  more 
productive  to  the  public  uses  and  charities  of  the  city. 

In  consequence  of  the  change  of  currency,  the  salaries  of  the  officers  have  been,  in  the  past 
year,  raised  to  British  money ; a principle  of  increase  which  might  with  equal,  or  more  pro- 
priety, have  been  applied  to  the  small  charitable  annuities  paid  by  the  corporation.  " 

Among  the  contingent  disbursements  of  1833  is  a sum  of  £93  7s.  6 d.,  part  of  the  costs  of 
an  action  for  false  imprisonment,  brought  against  one  of  the  charter  justices,  who,  at  pettv 
sessions,  signed  the  warrant  of  committal  to  prison,  of  a person  who  had  been  sent  from  Dublin 
with  an  execution,  and  was  charged  with  insulting  one  of  the  sheriffs  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duty.  The  committal  was  in  default  of  bail  by  the  party  charged,  and'  he  was  kept  in  con- 
finement two  months  in  the  city  gaol.  A verdict  was  found  against  the  magistrate  for  £10 
damages.  Application  was  made  by  him  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  for  the  amount  of  the  costs 
as  having  been  incurved  in  the  discharge  of  his  magisterial  duties,  but  was  refused.  The 
costs  and  damages  amounted  to  £116  19s.  3d.,  and  the  common  council  ordered  payment  out 
of  the  city  revenues  of  £93  7 s.  4d.,  on  account.  The  order  was  confirmed  by  the  Court  of 
D’Oyer  Hundred. 

We  conclude  from  the  result  of  the  action  that  the  committal  was  illegal ; and  whatever 
may  have  been  in  other  respects  the  merits  of  the  action,  upon  which  we  pronounce  no 
opinion,  it  does  not  appear  to  us  that  this  payment  can  be  justified  as  a legitimate  application 
of  the  revenues  to  public  uses.  The  Regulation  Act  does  not,  indeed,  define  what  are  the 
public  uses  to  which  the  revenues  are  to  be  applied,  but,  considering  the  general  meanino-  of 
those  words,  and  the  evidence  on  which  that  part  of  the  Act  appears  to  have  been  founded, 
we  cannot  arrive  at  the  conclusion,  that  they  are  designed  to  confer  impunity  on  the  corporate 
authorities  for  illegal  acts  committed  in  the* exercise  of  their  functions. 

The  chamberlain  has  furnished  us  with  the  following  estimate  of  the  supposed  Annual 
Expenditure  of  the  corporation,  amounting  to  £3,000,  viz.  : 


1S33.  Supposed  Annual  Disbursements,  Corporation  of  Limerick. 


Salaries : The  Mayor  ------ 

Sheriffs 

Recorder  ------ 

Town  Clerk  ----- 

Clerk  of  the  Market  - 

Four  Mayor’s  Serjeants  - 
High  Constable  - 

Six  Petty  Constables  - 

Four  Sheriffs’  Bailiffs  - 

Ranger  of  Exchange  - 

Swordbearer  - 

Organist  - 

Two  Bellmen 

Common.  Speaker  - 

Clothing  Mayor’s  Serjeants,  Constables, 

Bellmen,  - 

Clothing  Bailiffs  - 

Charities : Twenty  widows  at  almshouse  - - - 

Five  „ aldermen’s  1 
Nine  burgesses’  j 

Subscription  to  County  Infirmary  - 

Rents:  Quitrents 

Market  house  - 

Main  guardhouse  *. 

Sundries : Interest  on  bonds  £494  Is.  Qd. 

Printing,  advertising,  and  stationery,  say 
Law  expenses,  say  «• 

Chamberlain,  say  , - 

Carried  forward 
* Since  paid  off 


£ 

s. 

d. 

- 500 

0 

-0 

- 170 

0 

0 

- 200 

0 

0 

- 50 

0 

0 

- 50 

0 

0 

- 56 

0 

0 

- 10 

0 

0 

- 48 

0 

0 

- 41 

0 

0 

- 17 

0 

0 

- 10 

0 

0 

- 10 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

- ^ 80 
and 

0 

0 

- 130 

0 

0 

- 50 

0 

0 

- 36 

18 

6 

- 78 

9 

3 

3 

3 

0 

- 23 

6 

5 

- 52 

10 

0 

- 65 

2 

0 

29 

12  10* 

- 200 

0 

0 

- 350 

0 

0 

- 200 

0 

0 

£2,467^ 

T 

0 
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Brought  forward  - £2,467 

Repairs  to  almshouse,  exchange,  guardhouse, 
commarket,  bridges,  & c.,  say  50 

Causeway  road 19 

May  or’s  contingencies  -----  20 

Coals  for  exchange 18 

Various  casualties  and  other  matters,  say  - 130 


2 0 


0 0 
4 11 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 


£2,704  6 11 

Suppose  occasional  claims  of  charity,  & c.  - - 300  0 0 


407 


£3,004  6 11 

Leaving  a disposable  surplus,  if  the  revenues  continue  at  their  present  amount,  of  at  least 
£1,000.  It  was  stated  to  us  to  be  in  the  contemplation  of  the  common  council,  to  employ 
these  surplus  revenues  in  widening  Thomond  Bridge,  building  a mansion  house,  and  purchas- 
ing ground  for  sites  for  the  public  markets.* 

167.  There  was  not  any  regular  period  or  system  of  accounting  for  the  corporate  revenues 
before  the  enactment  of  the  Regulation  Act.  The  chamberlain’s  accounts  were  rarely  sub- 
mitted to  the  common  council,  but  appear  to  have  been  laid  before  a committee  of  that  body, 
called  the  “Committee  of  Accounts,”  who  reported  to  the  council  the  balance  in  the.  chamber- 
lain’s hands,  or  due  to  him,  and  the  arrears  of  rents  due ; but,  with  these  exceptions,  the  state 
of  the  corporate  revenues  and  estates  were  comparatively  unknown  to  the  members  of 
the  common  council.  The  freemen  and  citizens  at  large  were  entirely  uninformed  upon  the 
subject. 

An  attempt,  was  made  in  1816,  by  application  to  the  Court  of  Chancery,  by  information,  to 
obtain  an  account  of  the  revenues.  This  information  was  filed  by  the  attorney  general,  at  the 
relation  of  John  M.  Tuthil,  a freeman  of  the  city,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  the  other  freemen, 
against  the  then  chamberlain,  (the  late  Lord  Gort,)  and  the  mayor,  sheriffs  and  citizens.  The 
object,  of  it  was  to  compel  the  chamberlain  to  account,  and  to  have  a receiver  appointed.  The 
information  stated  that  the  estates  and  revenues  were  vested  in  the  corporation  for  public  uses. 
Separate  demurrers  were  filed  by  Lord  Gort  and  the  corporation;  the  former  denying  that 
he  was  bound  to  account  to  any  one  but  the  corporation,  as  their  chamberlain,  and  the 
corporation  asserting  that  the  Court  of  Chancery  had  no  jurisdiction  by  information  over 
a municipal  corporation,  even  in  case  of  a misapplication  of  their  revenues  by  them ; and 
asserting  further,  that  the  corporation  had  an  absolute  and  unqualified  right  to  dispose  of 
their  estates  and  revenues,  not  subject  to  any  trust,  and  without  being  liable  to  any  account 
whatever.  These  demurrers  were  overruled,  first  by  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  secondly  by  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  and  finally  on  the  appeal  of  Lord  Gort  and  the  corporation,  by  the  House 
of  Lords,  and  the  accounts  were  directed ; - but  Lord  Gort  died  shortly  after;  and  the  suit  in 
this  way  terminated,  no  receiver1  having  been  appointed,  and  the  proceedings  have  not  since 
been  revived.  The  case  is  reported  6 Dow’s  Parliamentary  Cases;  136. 

Some  of  the  accounts  sought  for  by  the  information  of  1816,  were  furnished  in  the  Returns 
to  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  1822.  The  accounts  so  furnished  are,  in  many 
particulars,  very  deficient  in  information,  and  state,  as  to  some  important  charges,  nothing  from 
which  the  propriety  or  nature  of  the  expenditure  can  be  satisfactorily  determined.  This  applies 
particularly  to  the  large  disbursements  for  costs' contained  :in^  those  accounts.  The  sum  of 
£2,002  12#.  5'J.  is  stated  in  one  item,  as  we  have  above 'extracted  it,  “for  sundry  expenses 
attending  the  several  petitions  and:  proceedings;”  without  any  furthfcf'inforrfcation  or  sp'eCifica*- 
tion  .of  details.  Other  charges  are  almost  equally  vague;  and  \ve  are  not  certain,  that  in  the- 
abstract  above  given,  we  have  always  succeeded  in  classing  the  particulars  of  this  expenditure 
under  the  appropriate  head. 

168.  A marked  contrast  to  this  imperfect'  and  unsatisfactory  system  is  presented  in  the 
accounts  since  1824.  The  improvement,  we  cannot  doubt,  is  mainly  attributable  to  the  pro- 
visions of  that  statute,  and  the  wholesome*check  of  publicity  thereby  to  some  extent  introduced; 
hut  we  think  it  is  also  in  no  small  degree  due  to  the  very  careful  and  scrupulous  regularity 
observed  by  the  present  chamberlain',  in  the  performance  of  this- part  of-  his  official  duties,  as 
we  do  not  find  that  the  arrangements  made  under  the  Regulation  Act;  are  calculated  to  ensure 
that  accurate  scrutiny  of  the-  public  accounts  which  it  would  seem  to  have  been  the  object  of 
the  Legislature  to  attain 

We  have  noticed,  in  our  account  of  the  functions  Of  the  chamberlain,  the  section  of  the  Act 
which  requires  him,  14  days  at.  the  least  before  each  assizes,  to  lodge  his  account  with  the 
town  clerk  and  common  speaker.  These  provisions  are  punctually  observed  by  the  chamber- 
lain  ; but.  no  committee,  either  of  the  common  council  or  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred  is  appointed 
to  investigate  the  accounts.  The  examination  takes  place  in  open  court,  the  chamberlain 
attending  with  the  vouchers,  but  the  freemen  are  previously  ignorant  of  the  details  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  them,  and  the  entire  examination  occupies  only  about  half  an  hour.  It  consists,  in 
fact,  of  little  more  than  a verification  of  the  items  by  the  orders  of  the  common  council  and  Court 
-of  D’Oyer  Hundred  for  each  payment,  and  the  receipts  of  the  parties  to  whom  the  payments 

* We  have,  since  the  above  was  written,  been  informed  that  the  corporation  has  proposed  to  borrow 
from  the  commissioners  of  public  works,  on  the  security  of  the  surplus  revenues,  the  sum  of  £,91)00 
to  be  expended  in  rebuilding-  Thomond  Bridge. 
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have  been  made.  The  propriety  of  the  expenditure  is  considered  as  conclusively  settled  bv 
the  previous  orders  for  payment.,  although,  as  we  have  before  noticed,  those  orders  are  sub- 
mitted, in  the  first  instance  to  the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred  for  approval,  without  communica- 
tion of  the  documents  on  which  the  council  determined  on  their  propriety.  A previous  pub- 
lication of  the  accounts  and  of  the  orders  of  the  common  council,  some  days  at  least  before  the 
meeting  of  the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred,  with  a communication  to  the  latter  of  all  the 
documents  laid  before  the  council  in  support  of  them,  appear  still  wanting  to  the  efficiency  of 
the  present  system.  It  would,  of  course,  be  necessary  in  making  such  arrangements,  to  adopt 
a suggestion  made  to  us  during  the  Inquiry,  of  extending  to  several  days  the  interval  between 
the  meetings  of  the  respective  courts. 

169.  A Committee  of  Accounts  is  still  appointed  from  the  common  council,  but  they  have 
not  any  control  over  the  chamberlain’s  accounts;  their  duty  is  to  examine  tradesmen’s  bills 
and  other  demands  of  that  nature : and,  if  approved  of,  to  recommend  them  to  the  council 
for  payment. 

170.  The  chamberlain,  as  already  stated,  does  not  consider  himself  at  liberty  to  exercise 
a discretion  as  to  the  propriety  of  any  payment  ordered  by  the  common  council  and  Court  of 
D’Oyer  Hundred.  A provision  is,  however,  contained  in  the  Regulation  Act,  desio-ned  to 
afford  a summary  remedy  for  abuses  in  the  disposal  of  the  revenues. 

By  this  it  is  enacted  that  whenever  the  direction,  or  order,  of  a Court  of  Equity  shall  be 
deemed  necessary  for  the  administration  of  the  revenues,  any  three  or  more  persons,  bein<r 
freemen  or  freeholders  of  the  city  or  liberties,  may  present  a Petition  to  the  Lord  Chancellor* 
or  Master  of  the  Rolls,  or  Court  of  Exchequer,  stating  their  complaint,  and  praying  such 
relief  as  the  nature  of  the  case  may  require.  Power  is  given  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  &c. 
to  determine  summarily  on  the  petition  and  affidavits,  with  a right  of  appeal  at  any  time, 
within  two  years,  to  the  House  of  Lords.  Every  petition  must  be  signed  by  the  persons 
preferring  it,  in  the  presence  of,  and  attested  by  the  solicitor  or  attorney  concerned  for  the 
petitioners,  and  submitted  to  and  allowed  by  his  Majesty’s  attorney  or  solicitor  general. 

No  petition  has  been  hitherto  preferred  under  this  power. 

171.  There  are  not,  as  we  have  before  noticed,  any  Guilds  of  trades  now  in  connexion  with 
the  corporation. 

The  attempt  to  restore  the  company  of  merchants  of  the  staple  has  been  unsuccessful  from 
the  reasons  already  stated. 

The  several  associations  which  still  appear  to  act  under  the  name  of  guilds,  and  above 
enumerated,  page  348,  are,  in  their  present  state,  merely  private  societies  tor  the  regulation 
of  their  respective  trades.  They  all  seem  to  consider  themselves  as  having  at  some  period 
received  charters  from  the  corporation,  and  some  of  them  have  books  of  their  proceedings  of 
very  early  dates.  Their  rules  relate  to  the  limitation  of  the  number  of  apprentices,  the 
admission  of  operatives  to  the  freedom  of  the  guild,  for  which,  in  some  of  them,  considerable 
sums  are  demanded,  and  the  exclusion  from  work,  as  far  as  they  can  legally  enforce  it,  of 
persons  not.  free  of  the  guild.  We  were  not  informed  of  the  recent  commission  of  any  act  of 
violence  against  strangers ; but  it  was  admitted  that  in  some  cases  persons  attempting  to 
work,  not  being  free  of  a guild,  had  been  obliged  to  leave  Limerick.  It  was  not  shown  to  us 
that  at  any  time  the  officers  of  the  guild  had  thereby  acquired  a right  of  attending  the 
common  council,  though  an  impression  to  that  effect  appears  to  prevail  among  the  present 
members  of  these  bodies. 

We  did  not  find  that  any  of  the  guilds  were  ever  possessed  of  property,  except  the  books 
and  insignia  of  their  society.  They,  however,  collect  funds  by  weekly  subscriptions  from 
the  members,  which  appear  to  be  applied  to  the  support  of  brethren  out  of  work,  and  the 
other  purposes  usual  in  such  bodies. 

172.  The  Chamber  of  Commerce  was  originally  a voluntary  association  of  merchants  and 
traders  of  Limerick  for  the  promotion  of  its  trade  and  commerce,  and  was  subsequently 
incorporated  by  royal  charter,  dated  2d  June  1815.  It  is  under  the  management  of  a board 
of  nine  directors,  elected  annually  by  ballot  from  amongst  the  members  at  large.  The 
directors  choose  from  amongst  themselves  a president  and  vice-president.  Each  new  board 
must  contain,  at  least,  three  members  who  had  not  served  the  preceding  year.  They  appoint 
a secretary.  Their  funds  were,  at  first,  derived  from  rateable  subscriptions  paid  by  each 
member  according  to  the  extent  of  his  export  trade  in  the  port  of  Limerick,  and  a schedule 
of  these  rates  was  fixed  by  a bye-law  of  the  chamber;  but  this  becoming  too  heavy  on 
individuals,  some  of  whom  paid  a contribution  so  high  as  £40,  a maximum  subscription  of 
£12  was  fixed,  which  has  been  reduced  within  the  last  12  years  to  a subscription  of  £5 
annually  from  each  member. 

In  the  commencement  of  their  association  they  undertook  the  management  of  the  butter 
trade,  and  in  so  doing  have  led  to  material  improvements  in  the  quality  and  character  of  the 
Limerick  butter ; to  effect  this  they  appointed  tasters,  inspectors,  branders,  and  other  officers, 
for  the  payment  of  whom  they  established  a rate,  or  contribution  of  2d.  per  cask,  which  is 
stated  to  be  readily  acquiesced  in,  both  by  buyer  and  seller,  each  of  whom  pays  Id.  From 
this  source  they  derive,  a profit  of  from  £200  to  £250  a-year,  after  all  expenses,  and  without 
interfering  with  the  privileges  of  the  corporation  weighmaster,  who  has  co-operated  with 
them.  The  result  has  been  the  increase  of  the  export  trade  of  Limerick  in  that  article  from 
9,000  firkins  to  the  quantities  mentioned  in  the  Tables  hereafter  given. 

Their  arrangements  respecting  the  tolls  with  the  corporation  have  already  been  stated. 
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Their  funds  have  been  applied  in  improving  the  port  and  harbour  of  Limerick  by  clearing  LIMERICK, 
away  rocks  and  shoals  in  the  river,  and  mooring  buoys  ; in  encouraging  the  linen  trade,  for 
which  object  they  have  expended  £1,000  in  building  a linen  hall  on  ground  given  to  them 
for  the  purpose  by  the  corporation;  in  expending  £1,500  in  one  season  of  distress,  by 
purchasing  provisions  for  the  poor,  and  selling  them  at  a reduced  rate;  and  about  £1,200 
in  the  opposition  to  the  corporation  before  the  committee  of  appeal  in  1820,  on  the  rights  to 
freedom.  They  have  also  since  expended  large  sums  in  resistance  to  the  collection  of  the 
tolls  in  the  toll  suit  of  1824.  They  have  now  between  £3,000  and  £4,000  in  bank. 

No  member  of  the  chamber  of  commerce  is  now  a member  of  the  common  council.  The 
first  vice-president,  was  a member  of  the  common  council,  but  is  now  deceased.  The  two 
corporations  appear  to  have  acted  for  some  years  with  mutual  good  feeling,  and  their 
interests,  while  the  arrangements  respecting  the  tolls  continued,  were  so  far  identified.  The 
part  taken  by  the  chamber  of  commerce,  in  relation  to  the  disputed  rights  to  freedom,  in 
which  they  interested  themselves  to  secure  to  the  resideut  citizens  the  privileges  of  which  they 
had  been  so  long  deprived  by  the  common  council,  and  still  more  their  support  of  the  recent 
litigation  with  the  corporation  of  the  city  respecting  the  tolls,  have,  for  some  years,  placed 
these  bodies  in  opposition  to  each  other,  and  may  be  looked  on  as  among  the  consequences  of 
the  past,  and  the  main  causes  of  the  present  unjust  and  impolitic  exclusion  of  the  mercantile 
body  of  Limerick  from  the  common  council. 

173.  We  have  noticed  the  striking  constrast  which  exists  between  the  decaying  and  State  of  the  City, 
impoverished  condition  of  the  old  City,  and  the  daily  increasing  wealth  and  improvement  of  ^ ST 1 c ^ 
the  new.  Much  of  the  depression  of  the  former  may  be  attributed  to  the  absence  of  any 
efficient  system  of  municipal  regulation,  but  the  change  of  times  and  fashion  have  naturally 
had  a great,  if  not  the  principal  share,  in  the  abandonment  of  the  confined  streets  and  lanes 
contained  within  the  limits  of  the  ancient  fortifications  for  the  spacious  and  more  healthy 
avenues  which  distinguish  the  modern  city.  Independent  of  these  internal  changes,  the 
general  station  and  importance  of  Limerick  in  extent,  population,  and  commercial  advance- 
ment, entitle  it  to  a considerable  place  among  the  chief  cities  of  the  empire. 

In  the  abstract  of  the  Population  Returns  of  1831,  printed  by  order  of  the  House  of  Population. 
Commons,  the  population  of  the  entire  county  of  the  city  of  Limerick  is  stated  to  be  66,554. 

The  population  of  the  city  and  suburbs,  or  what  is  properly  the  city,  as  built  upon,  is  not 
given,  but  deducting  from  the  above  population  of  the  county  of  the  city  the  population  of 
what  are  clearly  agricultural  parishes,  and  including  in  the  city  the  entire  parish  of  St. 

Michael,  we  estimate  the  population  of  the  parishes  forming  the  city  as  built  upon,  at 
49,769.  The  population  by  the  Returns  of  1821,  was  59,045,  showing  an  increase  in  10 
years  of  7,509. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the  county  of  the 
city,  by  the  Returns  of  1831,  is  - 

The  number  building  

The  number  uninhabited 

The  number  of  families 

Of  which  there  were  chiefly  employed  in  agriculture  - 
In  trade,  manufactures,  and  handicraft 
All  other  families  not  comprised  in  the  two  preceding 

classes  

The  proportion  of  females  to  males  as  6 to  5. 

The  number  of  males  over  20  years  of  age 
Labourers  employed  in  agriculture  ... 

Ditto  not  employed  in  agriculture  - - 

Persons  employed  in  retail  trade  or  in  handicraft,  as 
masters  or  workmen  - - - 

Capitalists,  bankers,  professional,  and  other  educated 
men  - - - - ' 

Occupiers  and  others,  not  included  in  the  foregoing 

Tlie  following  Return  was  made  to  us  by  the  collector  of  customs  of  Limerick  of  tile  number  Trade, 
of  vessels,  with  their  tonnage,  which  have  entered  the  port  in  each  of  the  last  10  years . 


7,820 

138 

427 

11,953 

2,79S 

4,057 

5,098 

15,663 

2,561 

3,618 

5,106 

1,323 

3,055 
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A Return  of  the  Number  of  Vessels,  with  their  Tonnage,  which  have  entered  the  Port 
of  Limerick  in  each  of  the  last  Ten  Years. 


Year 

ended  1 0th 
October. 

From  Foreign  Parts. 

From  Great  Britain. 
40Tons  nnd  upwards 

From  Great  Britain.  jFromPorts  in  Ireland.  FromPorts  in  Ireland. 
Under  40  Tons.  40  Tons  and  upwards. j Under  40  Tons. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

1824 

49 

8,739 

313 

32,316 

6 

570 

50 

1,163 

1825 

36 

3,665 

310 

34,855 

1 

36 

15 

1,312 

21 

530 

1S26 

53 

11,353 

242 

27,612 

26 

2,961 

10 

353 

1827 

31 

6,317 

267 

31,593 

33 

4,137 

21 

530 

182S 

45 

9,110 

391 

46,420 

1 

39 

23 

2,740 

10 

305 

1829 

46 

9,426 

2S8 

33,340 

3 

116 

11 

1,496 

4 

121 

1830 

59 

13,430 

313 

37,126 

21 

2,105 

8 

231 

1831 

35 

8.40S 

425 

48,570 

35 

3,783 

13 

404 

1832 

80 

17,325 

462 

55,696 

10 

1,169 

5 

117 

1S33 

45 

8,519 

411 

49,180 

1 

39 

7 

512 

2 

55 

The  nature  and  extent  of  the  principal  exports  from  Limerick,  during  three  years,  ending 
31st  August  1832,  will  appear  from  the  following  table,  furnished  to  us  by  a member  of  the 
chamber  of  commerce  : 


Year 

ended  31st 
August. 

Beef. 

Pork. 

Pork. 

Butter. 

L.,d. 

Tierces. 

Tierces. 

Barrels. 

Firkins. 

Cwts. 

Cwts. 

1830 

1,952 

9,961 

6,700 

S0,73S 

49,990 

3,050 

1S31 

702 

6,458 

6,348 

67,669 

56,618 

5,221 

1832 

848 

8,972 

5,690 

69,791 

53,454 

6,260 

Year 

ended  3 1st 
August. 

Wheat. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

B'“*- 

Flour. 

Oatmeal. 

of  20  .Stone. 

Barrels 
of  16  Stone. 

Barrels 
of  14  Stone. 

Barrels 
of  16  Stone. 

Cwts. 

Cwts. 

1S30 

102,069 

32,898 

266,823 

7,103 

24,098 

17,743 

1831 

119,938 

36,489 

298,994 

3,281 

9,815 

11,160 

1832 

194,114 

18,017 

408,849 

4,316 

33,226 

25, 43S 

The  following  is  a Return  of  the.  quantity  of  corn  bought  in  Limerick,  in  the  years  1830 
and  1831 : 

1830.  1831. 

Wheat  - - 147,400  - - 169,993 

Barley  - - 85,558  - - 85,560 

Oats  - - 296,070  - - 315,732 

The  increase  of  the  grain  trade,  in  the  last  40  years,  appears  from  a petition  on  the  subject 
of  tolls,  presented  to  the  Irish  House  of  Commons,  in  1790,  which  states  that  in  the  past  year, 
17S9,  there  was  exported  from  Limerick, 

21,693  barrels  of  wheat, 

24,906  „ of  oats, 

568  „ of  beans, 

526  „ of  barley, 

1,360  cwt.  of  flour,  and 

714  tons  of  oatmeal. 

Limerick  possesses  no  manufacture  of  any  extent,  deserving  particular  notice. 

174.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  contest,  so  long  maintained  by  the  common  council 
against  the  rights  of  the  citizens  of  Limerick,  and  the  strong  feelings  of  jealousy  and  hostility 
thereby  created  on  both  sides,  have  hitherto  retarded  the  improvement  of  this  important  city. 
The  usurpations  of  the  council,  for  a long  series  of  years,  were  defended  at  all  hazards,  and  a 
fruitless  waste  of  the  corporate  revenues  took  place  in  the  endeavours  of  that  powerful  body  to 
preserve  uncontrolled  its  political  superiority  and  exclusive  management  of  the  corporate 
affairs,  with  apparently  a total  disregard  of  the  interests  and  welfare  of  the  large  community,  for 
whose  benefit  the  public  institutions  were  created  and  those  revenues  designed.  Their  impro- 
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vident  neglect,  and  still  more  censurable  disposal  of  the  corporate  estates,  the  secrecy  of  their 
proceedings,  their  apparent  devotion  to  the  interests  of  a particular  family,  and  studied  exclu- 
sion of  the  general  body  of  the  citizens  from  their  proper  municipal  station,  have  afforded  other 
just  causes  of  complaint  against  the  common  council,  and  strongly  demonstrate  the  impolicy 
of  vesting  the  sole  management  of  public  concerns  in  a self-elected  and  irresponsible  body. 

Although  partially  controlled  by  the  Regulation  Act,  the  council  has  succeeded  in  still 
preserving  a large  share  of  its  former  power  by  the  influence  acquired  in  the  Court  of  D’Oyer 
Hundred,  and  the  difficulties  existing,  under  present  arrangements,  to  the  acquisition  of  the 
freedom.  The  statements  we  have  made  as  to  the  constitution  and  proceedings  of  the 
council  itself,  show  that  little,  if  any,  modification,  has  taken  place  in  the  close  and  exclusive 
character  it  so  long  possessed. 

The  natural  consequences  to  be  expected  from  this  state  of  things  have  followed, — distrust 
and  suspicion  of  the  acts  and  motives  of  the  governing  body,  and  dissatisfaction  with  the  frame 
and  principles  of  its  constitution 

The  inhabitants  of  the  city  and  liberties  have  not  hitherto  benefited  by  the  legislative 
declaration  of  the  Regulation  Act,  in  the  appropriation  of  any  part  of  the  public  revenues  to 
alleviate  the  oppressive  burden  of  their  local  taxation,  the  surplus  revenues  having  been  devoted 
to  the  liquidation  of  the  debts  contracted  by  the  common  council,  in  their  political  contests. 

The  evidence  given  before  us  on  the  part  of  those  opposed  to  the  present  municipal  system, 
appeared  to  show  an  anxious  desire  for  the  restoration  of  the  popular  constitution,  considered 
to  have  formerly  existed  in  the  corporation,  or  the  establishment  of  new  arrangements,  to 
correct  the  present  evils.  The  existing  records  do  not  enable  us  to  say  that  the  common 
council  was  at  any  period  a purely  elective  body ; but  it  is  evident  from  them  that  the  share 
of  the  freemen  in  the  administration  of  the  corporate  affairs,  was,  at  least  before  the  " New 
Rules,”  more  considerable  than  at  present.  The  suggestions  made  to  us  show  that,  in  the 
opinion  of  those  who  seek  for  reformation  in  the  present  constitution,  the  most  material  points 
regarded  are  the  dissolution  of  the  present  common  council,  and  the  formation  of  a new 
elective  governing  body,  whose  acts  should  be  subject,  as  at  present,  to  the  control  of  the 
Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred. 

175.  We  add  such  Acts  and  sections  of  Acts  of  Parliament  as  relate  to  this  city 

2 Geo.  I.  c.  12,  s.  I to  20,  (1715,)  Ireland.  For  making  the  Shannon  navigable  from 

the  key  of  Limerick  to  the  town  of  Carrick. 

G Geo.  I.  c.  18,  (1719,)  Ireland ; expired.  For  erecting  Lights  in  Dublin,  Cork,  and 
Limerick. 

8 Geo.  I.  c.  16,  (1721,)  Ireland;  expired.  To  amend  the  former. 

3 Geo.  II.  c.  22,  (1729,)  Ireland  ; expired.  To  revive  and  amend  the  two  last. 

15  Geo.  II.  c.  11,  (1741,)  Ireland  ; expired.  To  revive  and  amend  the  same. 

31  Geo.  II.  c.  20,  (1757,)  Ireland.  For  widening  and  repairing,  or  rebuilding  Baal’s 
Bridge. 

33  Geo.  II.  c.  1,  s.  14,  (1759,)  Ireland.  Grant  of  £4,000,  for  making  the  Suannon 
navigable  from  Limerick  to  Killaloe ; and  of  £3,500  to  the  Baal  s Bridge  Commis- 
sioners, for  enlarging  the  Quay,  building  a Bridge  to  Mardyke,  and  clearing  the  river 
Shannon  of  Rocks,  from  the  quay  to  the  pool. 

33  Geo.  II.  c.  15,  s.  10,  (1759,)  Ireland.  To  enlarge  the  powers  of  the  Baal’s  Bridge 
Commissioners.  _T  . 

1 Geo.  III.  c.  1,  s.  14,  (1761,)  Ireland.  Grant  of  £8,000  for  the  Shannon  Navigation. 

1 Geo.  III.  c.  17,  s.  19,  (1761,)  Ireland.  For  providing  two  Weighhouses.  (See 
Report,  p.  366.) 

5 Geo.  III.  c.  1,  s.  7,  (1765,)  Ireland.  Grant  of  £2,500  to  the  Baal’s  Bridge  Commis- 

sioners,for  continuiugthe  new  Quays,  andGrantof  £3,000  forthe  Shannon  Navigation. 

7 Geo.  III.  c.  26,  (1767,)  Ireland.  Killaloe  Navigation  Act. 

11  and  12  Geo.  III.  c.  19,  s.  14,  (1771,  2,)  Ireland.  Power  to  Grand  Jury  to  increase 
Salary  of  City  Treasurer. 

11  and  12  Geo.  III.  c.  24,  (1771,  2,)  Ireland.  To  enable  the  corporation  for  promoting 
inland  Navigation,  to  erect  a Lock  across  the  Shannon,  from  the  pier  of  the  long 
dock  of  the  old  quay,  Limerick.  . . __  . T , , 

15  and  16  Geo.  III.  c.  35,  s.  1 to  4,  (1776,)  Ireland.  For  uniting  the  Houses  of  Industry 
of  the  county  and  county  of  the  city  of  Limerick. 

21  and  22  Geo.  III.  c.  13,  (1781,  2,)  Ireland.  Power  to  the  Vice-treasurer  of  Ireland  to 
pay  £100  per  annum  to  the  City  Infirmary.  „ 

23  ancl  24  Geo.  III.  c.  44,  (1783,  4,)  Ireland.  To  build  a new  Gaol  and  Marshalsea  for 
the  county  and  county  of  the  city. 

26  Geo.  III.  c.  59,  (1786,)  Ireland.  To  amend  the  last  Act. 

47  Geo.  III.  c.  75,  (1807,)  local  and  personal.  St.  Michaels  Parish  Act. 

51  Geo.  III.  c.  104,  (1811,)  local  and  personal.  To  amend  the  last  Act.  . 

*4  Geo.  IV.  c.  94,  (1823,)  local  and  personal.  Wellesley  Bridge  Act. 

4 Geo.  IV.  c.  126,  (1823,)  local  and  personal.  Limerick  Regulation  Act. 

6 Geo.  IV.  c.  61,  (1825,)  local  and  personal.  Athlunkard  Bridge  Act. 

6 Geo.  IV.  c.  172,  (1825,)  local  and  personal.  For  supplying  the  city  and  suburbs  of 

7 Geo!* IV.  0^139,  (1826,)  local  and  personal.  To  make  a Railroad  from  the  city  of 

Limerick  to  the  town  of  Carrick,  in  the  county  of  Tipperary. 

11  Geo.  IV.  c.  72,  (1830,)  local  and  personal.  Barrington  s Hospital  Act. 

11  Geo  IV.  c.  126,  (1830,)  local  and  personal.  For  rebuilding  Baal  s Bridge. 
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Documents  sent. 


176.  We  send  with  this  Report  copies  of  the  following  Documents : 

1.  Copy  of  the  Inspeximus,  by  Henry  VI ;,  of  King  John’s  Confirmation  of  the  Grant  of 

40  Ploughlands,  to  the  citv  of  Limerick. 

2.  Copy  of  the  Charter  and  Bye-laws  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

3.  Copy  of  the  Order  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  Council,  for  the  Incorporation  of  the  Guild 

of  Merchants. 

4.  Form  of  Notice  of  Meetings  of  the  Common  Council. 

5.  List  of  attending  Members  of  the  Common  Council,  from  1821. 

6.  Copy  of  the  Resolutions  of  certain  Freemen,  entered  into  on  the  18th  September  1S33, 

sucrorestino1  Amendments  in  the  Regulation  Act,  by  excluding  the  Members  of  the 
Comm  o n &Coun cil  from  the  Court  of  D’Oyer  Hundred,  and  that  the  election  of  Civic 
Officers  should  be  subject  to  the  approbation  of  the  latter  Court. 

7.  Copy  and  Abstract  of  the  Rules  of  the  Iholsel  Court. 

8.  Practice  of  this  Court. 

9.  Copy  of  the  Form  of  Plaint  and  Summons  therein. 

10.  Return  of  Causes  commenced  and  tried,  and  of  the  Days  on  which  the  Court  sat  for 

Trials,  during  the  Years  1830,  1831,  and  1832. 

11.  Form  of  Attachment  Process. 

12.  Copv  of  the  Bail  Piece. 

13.  Statement  of  the  Proceedings  in  the  cause  of  Quin  v.  McDonnell,  pending  upwards  of 

two  years,  in  the  Tholsel  Court. 

14.  Copy  of  the  Enrolment  of  a Judgment  in  this  Court. 

15.  Town  Clerk’s  Return  of  Fees  payable,  therein. 

] 6.  Six  Bills  of  Costs  of  Proceedings  in  it. 

17.  Forms  of  Process  and  Decree  of  the  Mayor’s  Court  of  Conscience. 

18.  Account  of  Craven’s  Charity,  from  6th  August  1831  to  5th  October  1832. 

19.  Account  of  the  Blue  School,  for  the  same  period. 

20.  Expenditure  and  Income  of  Ditto,  for  1833. 

21.  Charges  outstanding  on  Hills  and  D’Esterre’s  Properties,  for  these  Charities,  made  up 

to  July  1832.  (Part  since  paid.  See  Report,  p.  377.) 

22.  State  of  Barrington’s  Hospital,  from  its  being  opened  in  November  1831. 

23.  Income  and  Expenditure  of  the  House  of  Industry,  for  One  Year  ending  28th 

February  1833. 

24.  Copy  Negative  Search,  from  1708  to  1S33,  in  the  Office  for  Registering  Deeds  for  all 

Acts,  by  the  Mayor,  Sheriffs,  and  Citizens  of  the  City  of  Limerick. 

25.  Copies  of  the  Form  of  Lease,  Schedules,  Advertisement,  and  Proposal  for  the  Tolls. 

26.  Second  and  Third  Reports  from  the  Committee  of  the  Limerick  Agricultural 

Association. 

27.  Memorial  from  certain  Inhabitants  of  Kilrush,  against  the  Charge  of  Tolls  on  Goods 

passing  through  Limerick. 

28.  Copy  of  the  Chamberlain’s  Report  of  November  1831,  respecting  the  Mode  of  letting 

the  Tolls.  _ 

29.  Abstract  of  the  Accounts  of  the  Commissioners  for  improving  St.  Michael’s  Parish, 

from  30th  September  1,831  to  29th  September  1832.  _ 

30.  Treasurer  of  the  City  Grand  Jury’s  Account,  from  Spring  to  Summer  Assizes  1833. 

31.  Copy  of  Resolutions  of  the  City  Grand  Jury,  at  Spring  Assizes  1824,  and  Summer 

Assizes  1827,  relative  to  the  Local  Inspector  of  the  Gaol. 

32.  Presentments  made  on  the  County  of  Limerick,  at  Summer  Assizes  1833. 

MAZIERE  BRADY. 
JOHN  R.  CORB ALLIS. 

Inquiry  held  at  Limerick,  from  26th  September  to  11th  October  1833. 
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BOROUGH  OF  ROSCOMMON. 


1.  TPIE  Limits  of  the  Borough  of  Roscommon  are  not  defined  by  charter.  They  were 
stated  to  us  as  reputed  to  extend  about  two  Irish  miles  round  the  town. 

2.  A Charter  was  granted  to  the  burgesses  of  Roscommon  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I.,  and 
in  the  year  1310  they  petitioned  Edward  II.  to  confirm  it,  who,  by  writ  to  the  Chief  Justice 
Chancellor,  and  Treasurer  of  Ireland,  dated  the  14th  February  in  that  year,  and  enrolled  in 
the  Exchequer,  (Rot.  Mem.  4,  5 Edw.  II.  m.  35,)  directed  those  officers  to  examine  the 
charter  and  report  to  him  in  the  next  Parliament  to  be  held  in  England  if  any  prejudice 
would  be  done  to  him  by  the  confirmation,  and  in  the  mean  time  to  permit  the  burgesses  to 
use  and  enjoy  the  liberties  contained  in  the  charter  as  they  and  their  ancestors,  burgesses  of 
the  said  town,  had  been  accustomed  to  use  and  enjoy  them. 

We  have  not  found  that  any  thing  was  done  upon  this  writ,  nor  what  were  the  liberties 
contained  in  the  charter. 

3.  The  corporation  of  this  borough,  as  it  existed  in  modern  times,  was  founded  on  a 
charter  granted  by  Janies  I.  in  the  tenth  year  of  his  reign,  and  enrolled  in  Chancery,  (Pat. 
10  James  I.  p.  4.  m.  33,)  by  which  it  was  to  consist  of  a portreeve  or  provost,  ‘12  free 
burgesses,  and  a commonalty,  and  all  the  inhabitants  were  to  be  a Corporation  by  the  name 
of  “ The  Provost,  Free  Burgesses,  and  Commonalty  of  the  Borough  of  Roscommon.” 

4.  The  Portreeve  was  to  be  annually  elected  by  the  portreeve  and  free  burgesses,  out  of 
the  free  burgesses,  on  the  feast  of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  and  sworn  into  office  before  the  pre- 
ceding Provost  on  the  feast  of  St  Michael.  He  was  to  hold  the  office  for  a year  from  the 
latter  feast,  and  until  another  should  be  didy  elected  and  sworn.  The  provost,  was  empowered 
to  hold  a Court  of  Record  every  Tuesday,  weekly,  for  all  pleas  not  exceeding  five  marks,  and 
was  constituted  clerk  of  the  market. 

5.  The  F ree  Burgesses  were  to  be  elected  by  the  portreeve  and  free  burgesses,  out  of  the 
better  and  more  honest  inhabitants  of  the  borough,  and  were  to  hold  their  offices  for  life,  but 
removable  for  misconduct  by  the  portreeve  and  major  part  of  the  free  burgesses. 

6.  It  was  declared  that  all  the  inhabitants,  and  such  and  so  many  others  whom  the 
portreeve  and  free  burgesses  might  admit  to  be  free  were  to  be  of  the  commonalty. 

7.  Power  was  given  to  the  provost  and  free  burgesses  to  return  two  Members  to  Parliament; 
and  to  the  provost,  free  burgesses,  and  commonalty  to  have  a common  seal,  to  make  bye- 
laws, to  have  a guild  mercatory,  and  to  appoint  two  seijeants  at  mace  and  other  inferior 
officers. 

8.  In  the  fourth  year  of  his  reign  James  II.  granted  a new  Charter  of  incorporation  to  this 
town,  reciting  that  its  franchises  had  been  seized  into  his  hands  by  judgment  of  the  Court  of 
Exchequer.  This  charter  is  enrolled  in  Chancery  (Pat.  4 James  II.  p.  4.  m.  38,  No.  14.) 
It  differs  from  that  of  James  I.  chiefly  in  increasing  the  number  of  free  burgesses  to  18,  and 
enlarging  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  t.o  £5.  The  latter  alteration  alone  appears  to  have  been 
acted  upon. 

p-  The  Corporation  was  kept  up  until  the  period  of  the  Legislative  Union  between  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland.  It  was  entirely  under  the  patronage  and  control  of  Lord  Mount 
Sandford,  in  whose  family  the  office  of  portreeve  appears  to  have  been  considered  hereditary. 
His  Lordship  nominated  the  burgesses  and  appointed  a deputy  portreeve.  The  deputy  was 
resident,  and  acted  as  a magistrate  within  the  borough,  and  as  clerk  of  the  market,  and 
occasionally  held  the  Borough  Court. 

Since  the  Union  the  corporation  has  become  extinct.  We  could  not  find  that  any  person 
known  to  be  a burgess  or  freeman  was  in  existence,  but  the  representative  of  the  Mount 
Sandford  family,  the  present  Lord  Mount  Sandford,  was  considered  to  be  still  the  patron ; and 
a few  years  since,  application  was  made  by  his  lordship’s  agent  to  a gentleman  resident  in  the 
town,  who  had  acted  as  deputy  portreeve  about  20  years  ago,  to  resume  that  office,  which  he 
declined.  No  person  had  filled  it  in  the  interval ; and  there  is  not  now  any  corporate  officer 
or  any  trace  of  municipal  authority  existing  in  the  town. 

The  corporation  had  not  any  exclusive  jurisdiction.  The  only  criminal  jurisdiction  was 
that  exercised  by  the  deputy  portreeve  as  a magistrate,  but  with  which  that  of  the  county 
magistrates  was  concurrent. 

The  fees  of  the  Borough  Court  were  stated  by  the  gentleman  who  last  acted  as  deputy 
portreeve  to  have  been,  on  each  action,  Is.  8cZ.  to  the  deputy,  and  Gd.  to  the  constable ; there 
was  no  process  by  attachment  of  goods. 

The  corporation  had  not  any  property  for  charitable  uses  or  otherwise,  nor  any  patronage, 
nor  were  any  charitable  establishments  under  its  control. 

The  tolls  were,  and  still  are,  the.property'"of  the  Earl  of  Essex,  who  is  owner  in  fee  of  the 
town  and  a large  surrounding  territory. 
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The  sum  of  £15,000  was  paid  at  the  Union  as  compensation  for  the  loss  of  the  elective 
franchise  to  the  surviving  trustee  of  the  marriage  settlement  of  Henry  Lord  Mount  Sandford. 

10.  The  only  local  jurisdiction  existing  within  the  corporate  limits  is  a Court  for  the  Manor 
of  Roscommon,  which  comprises  a district,  of  much  greater  extent  than  the  borough.  This 
court  is  held  under  a patent  to  Arthur  Lord  Viscount  Ranelagh,  in  the  sixteenth  year  of 
Charles  II.,  (Pat.  16.  Car.  II.  p.  3.  m.  7,)  which  creates  the  manor,  and  empowers  Lord 
Viscount  Ranelagh,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  to  hold  a Court  Leet  and  Court  Baron,  and  to  hold 
also  a Court  of  Record  at  such  convenient  time  and  place  within  the  manor,  as  should  seem 
meet  to  them,  before  some  seneschal,  or  seneschals,  to  be  appointed  from  time  to  time  by 
them,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  and  to  hold  pleas  therein  of  all  actions,  debts,  covenants, 
trespasses,  detentions,  contracts,  and  demands  personal,  not  exceeding  £10,  arising  within  the 
manor  or  its  liberties,  to  be  considered  a Court  of  Record  with  all  the  jurisdictions,  &c.  to  the 
same  or  to  the  like  court  belonging. 

There  is  no  trace  of  this  court  having  been  held  in  modern  times  until  the  present  seneschal 
was  appointed  by  Lord  Essex,  Lord  Henry  Fitzgerald,  and  Lady  De  Roos.  This  appoint- 
ment is  dated  19th  May  IS  14.  The  seneschal  is  lessee  of  the  tolls  of  the  town  under  the 
Earl  of  Essex. 

The  court  is  held  once  a month,  the  proceedings  are  by  civil  bill,  or  by  attachment  of  the 
goods  of  the  defendant  on  an  affidavit  of  the  debt.  The  fees  on  the  civil  bill  process  are 
5s.  llid.  as  regulated  by  the  Manor  Court  Acts.  On  attachments  the  seneschal  is  paid 
2s.  6 d.”  for  the  process,  and  the  bailiffs,  of  whom  there  are  two,  execute  the  attachment,  on 
which  the  fees  are  Is.  3d. 

The  bailiffs  detain  the  goods  seized  until  trial,  when,  if  there  is  a decree  against  the  defendant 
they  are  sold.  Cattle  are  commonly  given  up  on  security.  Causes  are  tried  by  a jury  some- 
times of  12,  sometimes  less.  The  jurors  are  summoned  verbally,  and  there  are  not  any  tees 
paid  to  them.  The  sittings  last  only  one  day,  and  the  same  jury  tries  all  the  cases.  The 
oath  of  the  party  is  taken  under  the  statute  8 Geo.  IV.  c.  59,  s.  2,  but  the  seneschal  does 
not  confine  himself  in  administering  it  to  cases  of  the  limited  amount  of  40s.  Cases  of 
demands  so  high  as  £9  or  £10  very  seldom  come  before  him.  He  does  not  issue  any 
process  against  the  person,  being  under  a promise  to  the  patentees  not  to  do  so,  which  is 
assigned  by  the  seneschal  as  accounting  for  the  inhabitants  of  Roscommon  preferring  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  assistant  barrister. 

About  200  causes  are  instituted  in  this  court,  in  the  year,  for  the  entire  manor  of  Roscommon. 
The  seneschal  could  not  inform  us  how  many  of  these  was  for  the  borough  alone. 

There  is  an  appeal  from  this  court,  under  these  Acts,  to  the  judges  of  assize. 

Although  the  seneschal  stated  that  the  tolls  were  never  sued  for  in  his  court,  yet  we  cannot 
hesitate  in  considering  the  union  of  the  characters  of  a local  judge  for  the  trial  of  small  debts 
with  that  of  lessee  and  receiver  of  the  tolls  of  the  town,  as  materially  calculated  to  diminish 
public,  confidence  in  the  court  in  which  he  presides. 

11.  Roscommon  is  the  assizes  town  of  the  county,  and  the  Assistant  Barrister  holds 
quarter  sessions  here  for  the  trial  of  civil  bills.  He  also  sits  at  Athlone,  which  is  15  miles 
distant,  for  the  same  division  of  the  county.  Whether  from  the  cause  assigned  by  the 
seneschal,  or  from  greater  confidence  in  the  administration  of  justice  in  the  Assistant  Barrister’s 
Court,  the  inhabitants  of  Roscommon  give  an  obvious  preference  to  that  jurisdiction.  They 
resort  to  it  even  at  Athlone ; and  the  number  of  civil  bill  processes  served  within  the  year  for 
the  borough  of  Roscommon  was  stated  to  be  about  800,  being  four  times  the  number  of  causes 
instituted  in  the  Seneschal’s  Court  for  the  entire  manor  in  the  same  period. 

12.  Petty  Sessions  are  held  in  the  town  on  Monday  in  each  week  by  county  magistrates, 
of  whom  none  are  resident  in  Roscommon;  the  nearest  resides  about  two  miles  from  the 
town.  Two,  three,  or  four  magistrates  sometimes  attend,  but  there  are  frequent  disappoint- 
ments in  consequence  of  non-attendance. 

13.  Since  the  office  of  deputy  portreeve  has  been  discontinued  there  has  not  been  any 
resident  Magistrate  or  officer  having  municipal  authority  in  the  town,  and  the  consequent 
inconvenience  and  mischief  have  been  and  continue  to  be  considerable.  The  internal  Police 
of  the  town,  particularly  in  the  regulation  of  its  markets,  weights  and  measures,  &c.  has  been 
entirely  neglected,  and  the  county  constabulary  stationed  in  the  town  are  without  a properly 
constituted  authority  to  enable  them  to  act  with  effect  in  cases  of  riot,  which  sometimes 
happen  at  the  fairs  and  markets.  The  county  purchased  the  new  standard  weights  and 
measures  at  an  expense  of  £230,  which  remain  useless  in  the  possession  of  the  clerk  of  the 
peace,  from  there  being  no  efficient  person  to  take  charge  of  them  and  enforce  their  use.  the 
town  is  not  watched  or  lighted.  There  is  a great  scarcity  of  water.  The  inhabitants  pay  a 
small  sum,  from  Id.  to  3d.  per  week,  for  a scanty  supply  from  two  wells  in  the  town. 

Market  juries  were  formerly  appointed,  but  have  latterly  been  unable  to  act,  from  the 
absence  of  an  authorized  municipal  officer.  The  streets  are  repaired  by  county  presentment. 
An  attempt  was  made  to  introduce  the  provisions  of  9 Geo.  IV.  c.  82,  for  the  purpose  o 
lighting  the  town,  but  resisted  by  the  majority  of  the  inhabitants,  and  failed. 

14.  The  Tolls,  as  already  observed,  are  the  property  of  the  Earl  of  Essex,  the  proprietor 

of  the  town;  they  are  the  subject  of  complaint  and  dissatisfaction  on  the  part  oi 
inhabitants,  from  their  collection  being,  as  they  conceive,  prejudicial  to  trade,  witnou 
conferring  any  benefit  on  the  town,  no  part  of  the  income  derived  from  them  being  expen  e 
on  objects  of  public  utility.  The  present  lessee,  however,  stated,  that  he  had,  on  severa 
articles,  reduced  the  tolls  fully  one  half.  _ . , - . • 

The  letters  patent  to  Lord  Ranelagh  above  stated,  granted  to  him  liberty  to  hoi 
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here  on  the  following  days,  viz.  Whit  Monday,  August  1,  and  November  25,  and  the  day 
after  each,  paying  £2  rent  to  the  Crown. 

The  fairs  now  held  are  but  two,  viz.  on  Whit  Monday,  and  December  5.  A market  is 
held  every  Saturday. 

15.  The  trade  of  Roscommon  has  decreased  of  late  years ; the  inhabitants  attribute  the 
decline  in  part  to  the  exaction  of  the  tolls,  there  being  some  neighbouring  markets  toll  free. 
The  town,  however,  is  stated  to  be  improving ; but  the  circumstances  above  detailed  show  that 
it  is  in  the  most  neglected  condition  as  to  municipal  or  magisterial  regulation.  These 
circumstances  are  strongly  felt  by  the  inhabitants,  and,  as  far  as  we  could  learn,  they  are 
anxious  for  the  revival  of  municipal  institutions  on  popular  principles.  The  power  of 
electing  non-residents,  the  principle  of  self-election  in  the  burgesses,  and  the  control  vested 
in  them  over  the  admission  of  freemen,  even  from  the  inhabitants,  amounting  to  a total 
exclusion  in  practice,  were  the  great  defects  of  the  former  constitution.  We  were  assured 
that  there  would  be  always  found  a sufficient  number  of  respectable  and  independent  persons 
in  the  town  competent  to  perform  the  duties  required  from  corporate  officers,  and  the  result 
of  our  Inquiry  and  observation  is,  that  the  general  state  of  this  town  calls  for- the  active 
interference  of  some  resident  municipal  or  magisterial  authority  possessing  the  confidence  oi 
the  inhabitants. 

We  are  not  enabled  to  say  how  far  its  trade  can  by  these,  or  any  other  means,  be  improved; 
but  the  town  is  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  Shannon,  and,  we  believe,  capable  of  being 
easily  connected  with  it  by  a canal  of  a few  miles. 

The  town  of  Roscommon  in  1831,  contained  : 

Houses  inhabited  - - - 531 

„ building  - - - 13 

„ uninhabited  37 

Families  chiefly  employed  in  agriculture 

in  trade,  manufacture, 

„ and  handicraft 

„ not  comprised  in  the  two  preceding  classes 
Persons:  males,  1,572;  females,  1,734.  Total  - 
Employed  in  trade  or  handicraft  ...  - 

Capitalists,  professional  and  other  educated  men 

There  are  about  50  registered  voters  of  £10  and  upwards  in  the  borough,  for  the  county  of 
Roscommon,  and  it  is  stated  that  about  50  persons  more  could  qualify  as  such  if  willing  to 
do  so. 

The  only  Local  Act  which  notices  this  town  is  the  33  Geo.  II.  c.  1.  (Ireland,)  entitled 
" An  Act  for  vesting  the  several  Estates  granted  by  the  Right  Honourable  Richard  Earl  of 
Ranelagh  for  erecting  and  supporting  Two  Charity  Schools  at  the  Town  of  Athlone,  and  Two 
Charity  Schools  in  the  Town  of  Roscommon  in  the  Incorporated  Society  in  Dublin  for  pro- 
moting English  Protestant  Schools  in  Ireland,  and  for  other  purposes  mentioned  therein.’  — 
See  the  Report  on  the  Borough  of  Athlone. 


- 131 

- 303 

- 251 

3,306 

359 

72 


MAZIERE  BRADY,  1 
JOHN  R.  CORBALLIS,] 


>Commiisioners. 


Inquiry  held  at  Roscommon,  September  5,  1833. 


M.  C.  I. 


5 N 


ROSCOMMON. 
State  and  Prospects 
of  the  Town. 


Statistical 

Details. 


Local  Acts. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


418 


REPORTS  FROM  COMMISSIONERS  ON 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS  IN  IRELAND. 


419 


REPORT 


ON 


THE  BOROUGH  OF  TRALEE. 


M.  C.  I. 


5 0 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


420 


REPORTS  FROM  COMMISSIONERS  ON 


CONTENTS. 


Limits  * 

Pag 

421 

Charter  ..... 

421 

Constitution 

421 

Officers  named  in  the  Charter 

421 

Other  Officers 

421 

Number  of  F reemen 

421 

Provost,  how  elected 

421 

Deputy 

421 

Functions  of 

421 

Emoluments 

421 

Free  Burgesses 

422 

Select  Body 

423 

Remarks  on  the  Constitution  . 

423 

Statements  as  to  Parliamentary  Representation 

423 

Inferior  Officers,  how  elected 

423 

Serjeants  at  Mace,  theirFunctions  and  Emoluments 

423 

Town  Clerk,  Ditto 

424 

Marshal  Keeper,  Ditto 

424 

Weighinaster 

424 

Freemen,  Privileges  of 

424 

Provost’s  Court  . 

424 

Practice  of  the  late  Provost 

425 

Fees  and  Costs  in  . . 

425 

Attorneys  . . 

425 

Observations  on  the  Cdurt 

425 

Limitation  of  the  Boundary 

425 

Petty  Sessions 

425 

Gaol  ..... 

425 

Police  .... 

425 

Patronage  and  Schools 

426 

Corporation,  Property  of  the 

426 

Tolls  .... 

426 

State  and  Prospects  of  the  Town 

426 

Harbour  Dues 

426 

Statistical  Details 

427 

Population  . 

427 

Trade 

427 

General  Observations  on  the  Corporation 

427 

Local  Acts  .... 

428 

Documents  sent  . 

42S 

Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS  IN  IRELAND. 


421  KERRY. 


TRALEE. 


BOROUGH  OF  TRALEE. 


1.  THIS  borough  is  situate  in,  but  not  co-extensive  with  the  parish  of  Tralee.  The  points  Limits. 
of  the  boundary  on  the  west  are  Ballyvilly,  the  Black  Rock,  and  the  centre  of  the  village  of 
Blennerville,  from  whence  the  boundary  on  the  south  proceeds  along  the  river  to  the  bounds 

of  Ballymullen,  and  from  thence  on  the  east  by  Ruth's  Garden  along  by  the  gaol  to  Clogher- 
irshagh  Rock,  and  thence  on  the  north  by  Clonnalour,  Oakpark,  and  Balloughna,to  Ballyvilly. 

These  Limits  have  not  been  adopted  by  tire  Boundary  Bill ; those  specified  in  that  Act  do  not 
reach  to  Blennerville,  but  in  other  points  are  somewhat  more  extended  than  the  former 
boundary.  The  parts  newly  included  are  in  the  parish  of  Rathass.  The  entire  of  the  town 
and  suburbs  of  Tralee  are  contained  in  the  new  boundary. 

2.  This  borough  was  incorporated  by  James  I.  in  the  tenth  year  of  his  reign.  His  Charter  Charter. 
is  the  only  one  granted  to  this  borough,  and  purports  to  have  been  made  at  the  petition  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  village  of  Tralee.  Its  provisions  are  generally  observed  by  the  corporation; 

the  points  in  which  the  modern  practice  conforms  to,  or  deviates  from  it,  will  be  mentioned  in 
the  course  of  this  Report.  It  is  enrolled  in  Chancery  (Pat.  11  James  I.  p.  1,  m.  15.) 

3.  The  corporation,  by  the  charter,  is  to  consist  of  one  provost,  12  free  burgesses,  and  a Constitution, 
commonalty ; and  all  the  inhabitants  within  the  said  village,  and  the  lands  within  or  belonging 

to  it,  or  its  precincts,  are  declared  to  be  for  ever,  by  force  of  the  charter,  a body  corporate  and 
politic,  by  the  name  of  “ The  Provost,  Free  Burgesses,  and  Commonalty  of  the  Borough  of  Title. 
Tralee.” 


4.  The  Officers  named  in  the  Charter,  are  Officers  named  in 

A Provost,  the  Charter. 

Twelve  Free  Burgesses, 

Two  Serjeants  at  Mace. 

0.  The  other  Officers  appointed  under  the  powers  given  by  the  charter  and  by  statute.  Other  Officers, 
are, 

A Town  Clerk, 

Marshal  Keeper,  and 
Weighm  aster. 

6.  There  are  very  few  Freemen.  The  only  notices  on  the  subject  we  have  found  in  the  Number  of 
corporation  books  produced  before  us,  and  commencing  9th  February  1793,  are  in  1823,  Freemen. 

1824,  and  1831.  In  1823,  four  freemen  were  chosen  and  sworn,  and  in  1831  two  were  chosen, 

but  not  subsequently  sworn.  Of  the  four  admitted  in  1823,  one  is  since  dead  and  another  is 
now  one  of  the  free  burgesses.  In  1824  the  name  of  another  freeman,  since  deceased,  appears 
signed  to  a resolution  or  bye-law  respecting  tolls. 

7.  The  Provost  is  elected  annually  by  the  provost  and  free  burgesses,  or  the  majority  of  Provost,  how 
them,  on  the  nativity  of  the  feast  of  St.  John.  He  must  be  a free  burgess.  He  is  to  be  sworn  c*ecte,b 
into  office  on  the  ensuing  feast  of  St.  Michael,  before  the  provost  of  the  preceding  year,  and 

to  hold  the  office  for  one  year  from  that  feast,  and  until  another  burgess  is  in  due  manner 
elected  and  sworn  to  the  office.  Provision  is  made  by  the  charter  for  filling  a vacancy 
happening  by  death  or  otherwise,  during  the  year,  within  15  days  next  after  such  vacancy, 
and  in  such  case  the  power  of  election  is  given  to  the  free  burgesses  and  commonalty.  It  has 
frequently  occurred  in  practice  that  the  same  individual  has  been  re-elected ; but  on  a late 
occasion,  (1828,)  the  provost  for  the  year  having  been  re-elected,  refused  to  be  sworn,  (and,  we 
think,  properly,)  on  the  ground  that  by  the  charter  the  oath  was  to  be  administered  by  the 
provost  to  his  successor,  and  that,  therefore,  the  same  individual  could  not  hold  the  office 
two  successive  years.  The  objection  was  yielded  to  by  the  free  burgesses,  and  a new  provost 
chosen,  and  the  elections  have  been  since  conformable  to  the  charter  in  that  respect. 


8.  There  is  not  any  power  given  by  the  charter  to  the  provost  to  appoint  a Deputy,  but  Deputy, 
repeated  instances  have  occurred  of  such  appointments ; none,  however,  since  the  year  1811. 

The  provosts  have  been  since  resident,  and  have  performed  the  duties  of  the  office  in  person. 

9.  The  provost  presides  at  all  meetings  of  the  corporation,  and  is  the  returning  officer  on  Functions  of  the 

elections  of  Members  of  Parliament.  Provost. 

He  is,  by  the  charter,  clerk  of  the  market. 

Pie  is  included  in  the  commission  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Kerry,  and  acts  as  a 
magistrate  at  Petty  Sessions  and  otherwise. 

He  holds,  under  the  charter,  a Court  of  Record  called  the  Provost's  Court,  of  which  he  is 
the  judge. 

Pie  acts  as  the  billet  master  of  the  town. 

10.  The  Emoluments  of  the  office  derived  directly  from  the  corporation  are  not  consi-  His  Emoluments 

derable.  from  the  Corpora- 

The  provost  is  entitled  to  certain  fees  on  proceedings  in  the  court.  From  the  course  of  late  tl0n' 
years  adopted  in  this  court,  as  hereafter  stated,  the  fees  have  amounted  to  a very  trifling  sum. 
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about  £3  a year.  If  the  proceedings  in  all  cases  were  carried  on  strictly,  as  in  a Court  of 
Record,  the  annual  emolument  to  the  provost  would  be  much  more  considerable. 

The  provost  receives  to  his  own  use  certain  tolls  payable  to  the  corporation  under  the 
charter,  which  grants  to  them  power  to  hold  a market  weekly  every  Tuesday,  and  a fair  on 
St.  James  day,  with  all  tolls,  &c.  thereto  belonging;  these  have  annually  been  set  by  the 
provost,  and  of  late  years  produced  to  him  about  £16  or  £17  a-year. 

He  also  collects  the  manure  of  the  streets,  but  this  was  stated  to  us  as  scarcely  paying  the 
expense  of  collection. 

Another  trifling  perquisite  of  the  office,  consists  of  the  palates  of  cattle,  sometimes  sent  to 
him  by  the  butchers  on  Saturdays. 

By  a resolution  of  the  corporation  in  the  year  1793,  fixing  several  fees  to  its  officers,  it  was 
resolved  that  a fee  of  10  guineas  should  be  paid  to  the  provost  by  each  Member  of  Parliament 
on  his  election. 

The  late  provost,  who  had  filled  the  office  in  several  years,  stated  to  us  that  a sum  of  £20 
or  20  guineas  was  usually  paid  to  the  provost  by  the  Member  elected,  and  fees  to  the  other 
officers,  but  he  considered  this  payment  to  have  been  a gratuitous  compliment  on  the  part  of 
the  Member;  and  at  the  last  election,  when  (the  representation  being  opened  by  the  Reform 
Bill)  the  Member  was  returned  in  opposition  to  the  corporation  interest,  the  provost  was  not 
paid.  The  legality  of  the  practice  may  be  questioned,  and  the  resolution  above  stated  was 
clearly  of  no  obligation  on  the  Member  elected. 

11.  The  Emoluments  of  the  office  of  provost,  derived  from  the  corporation,  being  considered 
by  the  patron  of  the  borough.  Sir  Edward  Denny,  as  too  small,  he,  on  the  election  of  the 
provost  in  1824,  agreed  to  give  that  officer  the  tolls  and  customs  claimed  to  be  payable  to  Sir 
Edward  under  the  patent  granted  to  his  ancestor  for  holding  fairs  in  the  town  and  the 
Saturday’s  market : this  is  only  a temporary  arrangement,  but  has  been  regularly  continued 
to  the  present  year.  Sir  Edward  Denny’s  tolls,  with  those  claimed  by  the  corporation, 
comprise  all  the  tolls  collected  in  the  town,  and  the  addition  made  to  the  provost’s  income  by 
the  above  arrangement  is  considerable.  The  tolls  given  by  Sir  Edward  Denny,  with  those 
claimed  by  the  corporation,  amount  to  about  £130  a-year. 

12.  The  provost,  under  the  resolution  of  1793,  should  pay  a fee  of  two  guineas  to  the  town 
clerk  on  his  election. 

This  is  the  only  expense  we  find  to  be  incurred  by  the  provost  as  incidental  to  his  office. 

The  duties  of  the  situation  require  constant  residence  and  attention;  the  last  provost 
stated  to  us  that  he  had  not  in  consequence  been  out  of  the  town  two  days  when  in  office. 
There  is  not  any  mansion  house,  and  should  the  liberal  arrangement  made  by  Sir  Edward 
Denny  be  discontinued,  the  emoluments  of  the  office  will  be  reduced  to  about  £20  a-year.  It 
is,  however,  by  no  means  desirable  that  the  chief  officer  of  the  town  and  returning  officer  of 
the  borough  should  be  remunerated  for  the  performance  of  his  duties  by  the  bounty  of  an 
individual,  and  as  to  the  tolls  payable  to  the  corporation,  the  vesting  of  the  collection  of 
them  for  his  own  be  nefit  in  the  principal  magistrate  and  j udge  of  the  local  court  is  equally 
objectionable. 

13.  The  Free  Burgesses  are  elected  by  the  provost  and  free  burgesses  ; a vacancy  must,  by 
the  charter,  be  filled  up  within  seven  days.  The  free  burgesses  hold  the  office  for  life,  or 
until  resignation  or  removal.  A power  of  amotion  for  misconduct  is  vested  by  the  charter  in  the 
provost  and  the  majority  of  the  free  burgesses.  They  are  to  be  elected  out  of cc  the  better  and 
more  honest  inhabitants  of  the  borough,”  but  the  qualification  of  residence  has  not  been 
regarded  in  practice.  The  following  is  a list  of  the  present  free  burgesses,  distinguishing  such 
as  are  non-resident: 


Maurice  O’Connor,  provost 
Rev.  Barry  Denny 
Rev.  Robert  Day  Denny 
Rev.  Arthur  B.  Rowan 
Pierce  Chute,  Esq. 

Caleb  Chute,  Esq.  - 
Rev.  Henry  Denny 
J.  J.  Hickson,  Esq. 

William  Denny,  Esq. 

John  Bateman,  Esq. 

John  Hurly,  Esq. 

Arthur  Blennerhassett,  Esq. 


■*  - Tralee. 

Non-resident. 
Non-resident. 
Belmont,  Tralee. 
Tralee. 

- '-  Tralee 

Church  Hill,  Tralee. 
Tralee. 

Tralee. 

■ Oak  Park,  Tralee. 
Tralee. 

Ballyseedy,  Tralee. 


Of  those  described  as  of  Tralee,  all  reside  within  seven  miles  of  the  place  of  election,  but 
six  do  not  reside  within  the  old  limits  of  the  borough.  Three  of  the  free  burgesses  are 
registered  voters  for  the  borough  as  such,  and  four  as  £10  householders ; the  three  last 
named,  were  elected  in  February  1833. 

The  free  burgesses  are  all  related  or  connected  together.  Sir  Edward  Denny,  the  patron 
of  the  borough,  was  a free  burgess,  but  resigned  in  February  1833.  He  recommends  the 
persons  to  be  elected  on  vacancies ; and  it  is  admitted  that  no  one  would  be  elected  who  was 
not  in  his  interest  or  friendly  to  him. 

The  free  burgesses  have  not  any  emoluments  nor  any  functions  to  perform,  save  as  members 
of  the  corporate  body,  in  elections  of  the  provost,  &c. 

Previous  to  the  Reform  Act  the  right  of  election  for  the.  borough  was,  under  the  charter,  m 
the  provost  and  free  burgesses  only. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


423  KERRY. 


MUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS  IN  IRELAND. 

The  number  of  registered  electors  for  the  borough,  including  free  burgesses,  was  at  the  TRALEE, 
time  of  our  visit  210.  ° 

By  the  resolution  of  1793,  already  referred  to,  a fee  of  10s.  is  made  payable  to  the  town 
clerk  on  the  election  of  each  burgess. 

The  free  burgesses  are  all  members  of  the  Established  Church,  and  the  oath  and 
declaration  required  to  be  taken  on  admission  to  corporate  offices,  before  the  statute  33  Geo.  III. 
c.  2L  (L-eland,)  opening  corporations  to  Roman  Catholics,  are  still  continued  at  the  head  of 
the  roll,  which  is  subscribed  by  each  burgess  and  provost  on  being  sworn.  It  appears  to  be  still 
considered  necessary  in  the  corporation,  that  the  burgesses  should  sign  this  declaration,  and 
the  entry  of  their  admission  in  the  books  is,  that  they  took  the  oath,  and  signed  or  subscribed 
the  declaration  required  to  be  taken  and  signed  by  every  burgess  on  admission  to  the  office. 

14.  Under  the  provisions  of  the  charter,  the  provost  and  free  burgesses  form  a Select  Body;  Select  Body, 
but,  with  the  exception  of  two  or  three  freemen,  they  now  constitute,  in  fact,  the  entire 
corporation. 

15.  The  Constitution  of  this  select  body  and  its  power  of  self-election  originally  made  this.  Remarks  on  the 
what  it  probably  was  intended  to  be,  a close  corporation.  The  power  of  electing  Members  of  Constitution. 
Parliament,  provost,  and  free  burgesses  is,  by  the  charter,  vested  in  the  select  body,  which 

in  practice  exercised,  as  in  the  instances  to  be  presently  noticed,  the  other  powers  thereby 
conferred  on  the  corporate  body  at  large.  They  have*  been  composed  for  many  years  of  the 
members  and  connexions  of  the  family  of  Sir  Edward  Denny,  the  present  patron ; and  the 
representation  of  the  borough  in  Parliament  was,  until  the  last  election,  under  the  influence 
of  that  family,  the  Member  being  elected  by  the  corporate  body  on  their  recommendation ; 
which,  in  practice,  amounted  to  a pure  nomination.  It.  was,  however,  on  one  occasion, 
intimated  to  Sir  Edward  Denny,  that  if  he  recommended  a person  of  political  principles  which 
the  burgesses  did  not  approve,  he  would  be  opposed,  and  he  accordingly  yielded  to  the 
intimation. 

It  has  been  stated  in  evidence  before  us,  that  on  the  occasion  of  a discussion  in  the  Court  of  Statements  as  to 
Chancery  before  Lord  Redesdale,  in  a cause  instituted  by  a junior  member  of  the  family  of  the  Parliamentary 
Sir  Edward  Denny,  the  gentleman  who,  on  that  and  many  other  occasions,  was  concerned  as  Representation, 
counsel  for  the  Denny  family,  mentioned  to  his  lordship  that  the  nomination  of  Representatives 
for  the  borough  was  vested  in  the  trustees  of  the  marriage  settlement  of  the  late  Sir  Edward 
Denny,  upon  trust,  to  make  sale  thereof  and  apply  the  monies  to  the  use  of  the  younger  children 
of  that  marriage,  that  the  word  “representation”  or  “ nomination”  was  not  in  the  article,  but  that 
the  meaning  was  conveyed  by  other  words.  The  gentleman  who  stated  this,  added  that  the 
article  referred  to  was  not  produced  on  the  occasion,  but  that  he  knew  that  the  borough  was 
sold  accordingly,  by  the  acting  trustee,  from  the  period  of  the  Union,  to  1809,  to  the  highest 
bidder,  except  that  the  person  who  once  bought,  got  a preference  on  the  ensuing  occasion. 

Upon  the  other  hand,  one  of  the  burgesses  of  the  corporation  deposed  that  he  was  now  a 
trustee  of  the  deed  of  settlement  by  which  the  representation  of  the  borough  was  alleged  to 
have  been  conveyed,  having  been  so  appointed  in  the  room  of  a former  trustee ; that  he  had 
possession  of  the  deed,  and  that  no  such  conveyance  was  contained  in  it,  nor  in  any  other  deed, 
to  his  knowledge ; and  that  the  representation  of  the  borough  was  not  the  subject  of  le°-al 
conveyance  by  deed  in  the  Denny  family,  nor  was  he  aware  of  the  representation  being°in 
any  way  the  subject  of  family  arrangement  by  deed  or  otherwise. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  use  made  hy  the  Denny  family  of  their  influence  over  the 
representation  of  the  borough,  through  the  corporation,  that  influence  has  been,  in  a great  degree, 
modified  by  the  Reform  Bill,  and  the  Member  since  elected  w'as  returned  in  opposition  to  Sir 
Edward  Denny  by  a majority  of  20  out  of  160  votes,  the  numbers  being  90  and  70. 

16.  The  charter  empowers  the  provost,  free  burgesses,  and  community  of  the  borough,  and  Serjeants  at  Mace, 
their  successors  to  elect  out  of  themselves  two  Serjeants  at  Mace  and  other  inferior  officers.  Town  Clerk,  and 
and  ministers  for  the  better  government  of  the  borough  and  the  inhabitants  of  it,  to  continue  Marshal  Keeper, 
during  good  behaviour,  or  at  the  will  and  pleasure  of  the  provost,  free  burgesses,  and  com-  low  e “ e 
munity.  This  power  is  now  exercised  by  the  provost  and  free  burgesses  in  the  appointment 

of  the  two  Serjeants  at  Mace,  Town  Clerk  and  Marshal  Keeper;  the  last  of  these  officers 
only  is  re-elected  annually,  but  the  same  individual  has  been  continued  for  the  last  eleven 
years  successively ; the  others  remain  in  office  from  their  first  appointment,  but  the  serjeants 
at  mace  are  occasionally  changed  if  guilty  of  misconduct. 

The  person  who  now  holds  the  office  of  marshal  keeper  has  been  sometimes,  but  not  always, 
sworn  on  his  re-election  to  the  office.  He  has  not  been  sworn  for  this  year,  having  been 
appointed  by  the  provost  alone,  and  not  by  the  provost  and  burgesses,  as  was  usual;  and  the 
town  clerk,  on  that  account,  did  not  consider  himself  warranted  to  swear  him  in. 

Although  the  charter  directs  that  the  serjeant  at  mace  and  inferior  officers  should  be 
chosen  by  the  provost,  free  burgesses,  and  commonalty,  out  of  themselves,  the  qualification  of 
their  being  freemen  is  not  required  by  the  corporation. 

17.  The  Serjeants  at  Mace,  also  called  beadles,  serve  and  execute  the  process  of  the  Functions  and 
borough  Court  and  attend  it.  They  -also  act  as  constables.  Their  Emoluments  are  derived  Emoluments  of  the 
from  the  fees  payable  to  them  on  the  service  and  execution  of  the  process ; they  also  claim  a Serjeants  at  Mace, 
fee  of  4d.  on  every  oath  administered  in  the  court,  but  have  not  latterly  been  allowed  to 

take  it.  J 

.The  re9°luti°n  °f  1^93  directs  fees  of  £1  to  be  paid  to  each  serjeant  on  the  election  of  a 
Member  of  Parliament. 
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TRALEE, 
of  the’Town  Clerk, 


of  tbe  Marshal 
Keeper. 


Weighmaster. 


Freemen. 


Provost's  Court, 
Jurisdiction  and 
Practice  of. 


18.  Tlie  Town  Clerk  gives  notice  of,  and  attends  the  meetings  of  the  corporation,  and 
records  their  proceedings.  He  has  the  custody  of  the  corporation  seal  and  books.  Those 
now  in  his  possession  commence  in  the  year  1793.  We  could  not  obtain  any  information  as 
to  those  of  an  earlier  date.  The  town  clerk  is  the  officer  of  the  Borough  Court,  and  seals 
and  issues  its  process,  keeps  its  records,  enters  the  rules  of  court,  takes  bail,  and  taxes  the 
costs. 

His  emoluments  are  chiefly  derived  from  fees  on  the  proceedings  of  the  court. 

He  is  also  entitled,  under  the  resolution  of  1793,  to  a fee  of  two  guineas  on  the  election  of 
a provost,  and  10s.  on  that  of  a burgess.  The  same  resolution  gives  him  a fee  of  ten  guineas 
on  the  election  of  a Member  of  Parliament. 

The  present  town  clerk,  who  is  in  office  two  years,  stated  that  the  fees  of  the  office  in  the 
first  year,  including  £2  paid  him  by  the  provost,  amounted  in  all  to  about  £22. 

19.  The  Marshal  Keeper  takes  charge  of  goods  seized  under  attachments  from  the 
Borough  Court  until  released  or  sold.  Cattle  seized  are  sent  to  a livery  stable  or  inn,  but 
other  effects  are  kept  at  the  marshal  keeper’s  house.  Persons  arrested  under  the  process  of 
the  court  were  also  committed  to  his  custody,  but  the  power  of  arrest  is  now  abolished  on 
mesne  process  for  all  sums  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court,  and  executions  are  not  issued 
against  the  person.  His  fee  on  goods  delivered  to  him  on  an  attachment  is  2s.  6 d.,  which 
was  also  the  fee  on  committal  of  the  person.  He  has  no  other  emoluments. 

The  present  marshal  keeper,  who  has  been  successively  re-elected  for  the  last  11  years, 
stated  to  us  that  his  fees,  in  the  first  year,  amounted  to  £14,  but  have  declined  every  year 
since,  and  in  the  last  year  were  only  about.  Kk. 

The  resolution  of  1793  professes  to  give  this  officer  a fee  of  £3  on  the  election  of  a 
Member  of  Parliament. 

20.  It  seems  doubtful  whether  the  office  of  Weighmaster  is  in  the  appointment  of  the 
provost.  The  statute  4 Anne,  c.  14,  s.  3,  (Ireland,)  directs  that  the  weighmaster  shall  be 
appointed  in  every  city,  borough,  and  market  town,  by  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  same, 
“ except  in  places  where  the  tolls  and  customs  belong  to  any  other  person,  and  in  such  case 
by  said  persons  but  the  statute  does  not  expressly  provide  for  the  case,  which  occurs  at 
Tralee,  of  the  corporation  being  entitled  to  the  tolls  and  customs  on  some  days,  and  another 
person  on  others.  No  question  has,  however,  arisen  on  any  conflicting  claims  to  the  right  of 
appointment.  This  office  is,  at  present,  held  by  two  ladies,  under  a grant  or  lease  made  to 
them  by  the  late  Sir  Barry  Denny  when  provost ; and  as  he  was  then  also  owner  of  the  tolls, 
not  claimed  by  the  corporation,  he  filled  both  the  characters  mentioned  in  the  statute. 

The  scales  were  demised  by  those  ladies  for  several  years  at  a rent  of  £20 ; they  were  set 
last  year  for  £25.  An  opposition  has  been  lately  raised  on  the  part  of  the  butchers,  who 
have  set  up  scales  of  their  own  at  the  shambles,  which  will  lessen  very  much  the  emoluments 
of  the  office. 

The  lessee  has  been  sworn  under  the  statute. 

21.  The  charter  contains  the  following  provision  as  to  Freemen  : “ And  all  the  inhabitants 
of  the  said  village,  and  so  many  such  other  men  as  the  provost  and  free  burgesses  of  the  said 
borough  for  the  time  being  shall  admit  into  the  freedom  of  the  borough  aforesaid,  we  will, 
constitute,  and  ordain  to  be  of  the  commonalty  of  the  borough  aforesaid.”  This  is  the  common 
provision  in  the  new  charters  granted  by  James  I.,  and  under  it,  as  in  the  Sligo  case,  the 
mere  ground  of  inhabitancy  has  not  been  acted  on  in  Tralee,  as  conferring  a right  to  the 
freedom.  The  few  admissions  of  freemen  have  been  made  entirely  at  the  discretion  of  the 
provost  and  free  burgesses ; and  although  attempts  have  been  made,  on  one  or  two  occasions, 
by  some  of  the  inhabitants  to  act  as  the  commonalty,  no  recourse  has  been  had  to  legal 
proceedings  to  enforce  a claim  to  freedom,  founded  on  inhabitancy. 

Freemen  are  considered  exempt  from  the  tolls  levied  by  the  corporation.  Their  right  to 
share  in  the  election  of  inferior  officers,  under  the  charter,  has  been  already  stated;  and  the 
charter  further  vests  the  power  of  making  bye-laws  in  the  provost,  free  burgesses,  and  com- 
monalty. The  signature  of  a freeman  to  the  resolution  of  1824,  already  noticed,  is  the  only 
evidence  we  have  found  of  the  exercise  of  this  power  by  any  person  not  a member  of  the 
select  body. 

The  corporation  has  not  any  exclusive  or  criminal  jurisdiction. 

22.  The  Provost  Court  is  created  by  the  charter.  It  is  a Court  of  Record  for  all  personal 

actions  of  debt,  covenants,  offences,  detinues,  contracts  and  demands  whatsoever,  not  exceed- 
ing the  sum  of  five  marks,  happening  or  arising  in  or  within  the  borough  or  liberties.  It. 
is  held  every  Thursday.  For  sums  under  5i.  a summons  is  issued,  in  the  first  instance,  by 
the  provost;  but  if  the  parties  do  not  agree  to  have -the  case  disposed  of  summarily  on  the 
summons,  the  next  process,  called  an  action,  is  issued,  which  was  formerly,  either  for  the 
caption  of  the  person  or  attachment  of  the  goods  of  the  defendant,  but  is  now  only  a^mnst 
the  goods.  For  sums  over  5s.  the  action  is  generally  taken  out  in  the  first  instance.  1 es^ 
actions  are  under  the  seal  of  the  corporation,  and  are  issued  and  signed  by  the  town  cler ' 
without  an  affidavit  Of  the  debt.  They  are,  in  form;  merely  a mandate  to  the  seneants  a 
mace  " to  arrest  the  goods  of  (the  defendant)  at  the  suit  of  (the  plaintiff)  to  e 
plaintiff’s  damage  of  sterling.”  The  sum  specified  in  the  body  of  the  ac  on 

is  not  always  the  sum  actually  due,  but  the  latter  is  marked  at  the  foot.  The  ptejD ■ 
generally  attends  with  the  seijeants  at  mace  on  executing  the  action;  and  it  is  consi  e 
incumbent  on  the  latter  to  seize  whatever  goods  of  the  defendant  the  plaintiff  may  s 
them,  though  exceeding  the  sum  demanded.  The  goods  seized  are  committed  to  the  cus ; 

of  the  marshal  keeper  until  released  on  bail  or  sold  on  the  suit  being  decided,  t e 
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clerk  takes  the  bail  and  gives  a discharge  to  the  marshal  keeper,  for  the  goods,  which  are 
then  delivered  hack  to  the  principal ; on  the  appearance  of  the  defendant  to  the  action,  a 
declaration  may  be  filed  against  him,  and  the  proceedings  go  on  by  regular  pleadings,  as  in 
the  superior  courts,  to  trial  by  jury.  Juries  are  summoned  by  the  town  clerk,  on  a precept, 
signed  by  the  provost. 

The  delay  and  expense  of  such  proceedings  for  the  class  of  debts  usually  sued  for  in  this 
court,  materially  diminish  its  utility ; and  the  late  Provost,  in  the  several  years  in  which  he 
held  the  office,  endeavoured  to  introduce  a cheaper  and  more  expeditious  course.  On  the 
appearance  of  the  parties,  he  offered  to  summon  a jury  instanter  to  try  the  case,  and  if  they 
did  not  agree  to  that  proposal,  he  recommended  them  to  submit  the  case  to  arbitration, 
and  the  result  was,  generally,  that  they  left  it  to  himself ; his  award  was  entered  as  the 
judgment  of  the  court.  The  provost’s  fees,  by  this  arrangement,  were  reduced  to  a very 
trifling  sum,  and  the  entire  expense  considerably  diminished. 

There  is  no  table  of  the  Fees  nor  any  book  of  the  practice  of  the  court.  The  present  town 
clerk  stated  that  he  was  guided  in  the  practice,  and  in  the  receipt  of  fees  and  taxation  of 
costs,  by  the  attorneys  attending  the  court.,  and  from  taxed  bills  of  costs.  On  the  proceeding 
by  summons,  if  the  parties  go  no  further,  the  only  fees  payable  are  4cZ.  to  the  provost  for  the 
summons,  and  2 d.  to  the  town  clerk  for  entering  the  case  in  the  court  book.  A bill  of  the 
plaintiff  s costs  of  a cause  which  proceeded  to  trial  and  final  judgment,  and  taxed  by  the 
late  town  clerk  in  1820,  was  produced  to  us  as  that  by  which  the  town  clerk  was  chiefly 
guided  at  present.  These  costs  amounted,  as  taxed,  to  £3  15s.  Id.,  of  which  the  provost’s 
fees  were  6s.  Gd. ; the  town  clerk’s  11s.  3nd. ; and  the  serjeants  at  mace,  3s.  2d.  On  a cause 
referred  to  the  provost,  as  above  stated,  the  only  fee.  in  a bill  of  costs  produced  to  us  as 
payable  to  him,  is  one  of  2s.  2d.  for  the  hearing,  but  this  was  latterly  not  charged.  The 
plaintiff’s  fees  to  the  town  clerk  of  a case  so  referred,  were  6s.  1 1 d. 

All  Attorneys  of  the  superior  courts  may  practise  in  this  court  without  a special  admission 
to  the  court,  but  few  attend  it. 

This  Court,  as  at  present  constituted,  is  liable  to  much  abuse.  The  absence  of  all  control 
over  the  issuing  attachments  from  there  not  being  any  previous  affidavit  of  the  debt  required, 
and  the  apparently  unlimited  power  given  by  this  process  to  a vindictive  or  litigious  plaintiff, 
are  its  most  prominent  defects.  On  a late  occasion  of  his  temporary  absence  from  Tralee, 
the  town  clerk  left  a number  of  actions  signed  and  sealed  in  blank,  which  were  after- 
wards filled  up  by  some  of  the  female  members  of  his  family,  but  we  were  not  apprized 
of  any  further  abuse  of  the  process  having  arisen  from  this.  Instances  were  mentioned  to  us, 
in  which  the  execution  of  the  process  was  alleged  to  nave  been  abused  by  excessive  seizures  ; 
and  for  his  conduct  in  one  of  them  a serjeant  at  mace  was  dismissed.  The  court  is  generally 
resorted  to  by  the  poorer  classes,  and  the  costs  are  quite  excessive  in  proportion  to  the  sums 
sued  for,  and  demands  considered  unfair  are  sometimes  settled  by  defendants  rather 
than  incur  the  expense  of  litigation  in  the  court.  The  magnitude  of  the  costs  is  the  more 
striking  from  comparison  with  those  of  the  civil  bill  jurisdiction.  We  have  alluded  to  the 
very  praiseworthy  endeavours  of  the  late  provost  to  correct  this  evil,  and  all  parties  appear  to 
concur  in  opinion  as  to  the  necessity  of  a reformation  of  this  tribunal. 

The  institution  of  a court  of  summary  jurisdiction,  in  the  nature  of  a Court  of  Conscience, 
for  demands  under  40s.,  was  recommended  on  a consideration  of  the  average  amount  of  the 
sums  proceeded  for  before  the  provost. 

23.  Some  confusion  may  arise  from  the  difference  between  the  former  Boundary  of  the 
borough  and  that  newly  adopted  under  the  Boundary  Act.  The  latter  includes  several 
houses  which  were  not  contained  in  the  old,  and  for  all  purposes  of  municipal  jurisdiction 
the  new  boundary  is  sufficiently  comprehensive. 

There  is  not  any  Manor  Court  held  within  the  limits  of  the  borough. 

Tralee  is  the  assizes  town  of  the  county  of  Kerry,  and  the  assistant  barrister  of  the  county 
sits  here  at  quarter  sessions  and  for  the  trial  of  civil  bills  four  times  in  the  year. 

24.  Petty  Sessions  are  held  twice  a week,  Monday  and  Thursday.  The  provost  and  three 
or  four  of  the  neighbouring  county  magistrates  attend.  Many  cases  of  small  demands  for 
wages,  formerly  tried  in  the  Provost’s  Court,  are  now  disposed  of  at  petty  sessions,  which 
has  caused  a gradual  decline  in  the  business  of  that  court ; the  number  of  cases  brought  before 
the  petty  sessions  in  the  12  months  previous  to  October  1S33,  were, 

Crown  cases  ...  492 

Civil 230 

There  are  eight  magistrates  resident  in  and  near  the  town. 

25.  The  county  Gaol  is  within  the  limits  of  the  borough.  There  is  no  borough  gaol. 

26.  The  two  serjeants  at  mace  are  the  only  local  Police;  they  act  as  such  under  a 
resolution  of  the  corporation  of  October  14,  1830,  which  was  entered  into  in  consequence  of  a 
notification  from  Government  that  the  county  police  were  not  to  interfere  in  the  regulation  of 
corporate  towns.  The  corporation  resolved  that  two  proper  persons  should  be  appointed  as 
corporate  beadles  “ to  act  as  police  within  the  limits  of  the  town,  and  discharge  all  the  other 
duties  of  a beadle.”  But  there  were  not  two  additional  officers  appointed ; the  new  duty  was 
cast  on  the  serjeants  at  mace,  who  were  previously  confined  to  the  execution  of  the  process  of 
the  Borough  Court.  From  the  state  of  the  public  markets  this  is  an  insufficient  number. 

Some  of  the  county  police  are  stationed  in  the  town,  and  act  in  the  preservation  of  the 
peace.  There  is  no  nightly  watch,  and  the  town  is  not  lighted. 

m.  c.  i.  5 p 
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There  are  no  regular  market-places,  and  the  business  of  the  markets  is  carried  on  in  the 
public  streets,  to  the  great  inconvenience  of  the  inhabitants.  The  provost  acts  as  clerk  of  the 
market  in  examining  weights  and  measures,  and  generally  in  correcting  abuses  and  deciding 
disputes  in  the  markets ; market  jurors  are  sworn  at  quarter  sessions. 

The  streets  are  repaired  by  county  presentment,  and  an  attempt  to  introduce  the  provisions 
of  the  new  Paving  and  Lighting  Act,  9 Geo.  IV.  c.  82,  was  resisted  by  the  inhabitants  as 
unnecessary,  and  we  were  informed  would  still  be  considered  so. 

27.  The  corporation  has  not  any  Patronage.  There  are  not  any  Schools  under  its  manage- 
ment or  control,  nor  are  there  any  public  endowed  schools  in  the  town  or  any  deriving  aid 
from  public  funds,  except  one,  a free  school  for  girls,  in  connexion  with  the  new  board  of 
education. 

28.  The  corporation  has  not,  nor  ever  appears  to  have  had  any  Property,  save  the  tolls 
already  mentioned. 

It  is  stated  in  a statistical  work  on  the  county  of  Kerry,  published  in  the  year  1756,*  that 
by  an  indenture  made  10th  May  1627,  Sir  Edward  Denny  granted  to  the  provost  and  bur- 
gesses of  Tralee  the  circuit  and  liberty  of  the  Abbey  and  all  other  privileged  places  in  the 
borough,  on  condition  that  he  and  his  heirs  should  always  appoint  a town  clerk,  and  he  and 
his  heirs  to  have  all  the  profits  of  the  same.  The  provost  and  burgesses  were  also  to  pay  Sir 
Edward  one  hogshead  of  wine  yearly  on  the  feast  of  Saint  Philip  and  Saint  J antes,  and  five 
barrels  of  wheat  with  three  barrels  of  malt  yearly,  upon  All  Saints’  Day  for  ever,  on  consider- 
ation of  his  granting  to  them  the  tolls  and  customs  of  the  Tuesday’s  weekly  market  and  those 
taken  at  St.  James’s  fair,  the  persons  collecting  the  said  customs  to  be  liable  to  the  payment, 
of  the  said  duties.  We  have  not  found  any  further  evidence  of  this  indenture,  but  from  the 
minuteness  of  the  statement  we  presume  the  author  must  have  seen  the  original,  or  a copy. 
It  was  suggested  to  us,  and  wre  are  disposed  to  consider  the  suggestion  as  probable,  that,  the 
grant  was  merely  of  jurisdiction  to  the  provost  and  burgesses  over  the  places  mentioned,  and 
not  of  any  property  in  them.  The  town  clerk,  as  before  observed,  L appointed  bv  the  cor- 
poration, and  no  such  payments  as  those  stipulated  to  be  made  to  Sir  Edward  Denny  are  now 
known.  The  Tuesday’s  weekly  market  and  Saint  James’s  fair  are  those  given  by  the  charter 
to  the  corporation ; but  as  the  grants  to  Sir  Edward  Denny  by  Queen  Elizabeth  were  prior 
to  that  charter,  the  indenture  may  have  been  the  result  of  an  arrangement  to  confirm  the 
privileges  conferred  by  the  charter  on  the  corporation. 

Tolls.  29.  'Hie  amount  of  the  Tolls  has  been  stated.  Those  claimed  by  the  corporation  are 

founded  on  their  charter ; those  of  Sir  Edward  Denny  on  letters  patent.  They  are  collected 
at  four  taire  in  the  year  and  two  weekly  markets,  on  goods  sold  in  the  town.  There  are  two 
schedules ; one  of  the  tolls  claimed  by  the  corporation  at  the  Tuesday’s  markets  and  the  Saint 
James’s  or  August  fair,  the  other  of  those  claimed  by  Sir  Edward  Denny  on  the  other  days. 
They  nearly  correspond ; the  most  material  difference  is  that  of  a charge  on  potatoes,  which 
is  not  claimed  by  the  corporation.  The  charge  in  Sir  Edward  Denny’s  schedule  is  one  penny 
to  the  crown  value.  This  is  also  the  rate  of  charge  nfade  in  both  on  corn,  butter  in  rolls, 
flannels,  and  frieze  and  oatmeal ; the  rates  have  been  lately  reduced  by  both  parties,  and 
many  articles  formerly  charged  are  now  exempted.  They  have  not  been  latterly  com- 
plained of. 

The  new  harbour  dues  have  interfered  with  the  tolls  on  corn,  the  merchants  who  had 
previous  to  the  establishment  of  those  dues  paid  certain  small  annual  sums  to  the  provost  as 
lor  toll  on  the  corn  bought  by  them  in  each  year,  having  discontinued  those  payments  in 
consequence  of  the  harbour  dues.  The  toll  on  corn,  if  levied  on  the  actual  quantity  sold  in 
the  town,  would  amount  to  a very  considerable  sum.  It  was  levied  some  years  back  at  the 
rate  of  five  per  cent. 

The  practice  of  swearing  persons  leaving  the  town  with  cattle  as  to  whether  they  have  been 
sold  or  not  is  stated  to  be  very  common ; it  has  been  checked  by  the  provost  whenever 
brought  to  his  knowledge. 

The  toll-collectors  are  appointed  by  the  provost. 

State  and  Prospects  30.  The  improvements  in  the  trade  and  general  appearance  of  Tralee  have  been  very 
of  the  Town,  considerable  of  late  years,  and  are  rapidly  progressive.  A local  Act,  9 Geo.  IV.  c.  US, 
has  created  a corporate  board  of  commissioners  for  the  purpose  of  making  a navigable  canal 
from  the  harbour,  the  effects  of  which,  if  successful,  will  be  to  enable  vessels  to  come  to  the 
town,  instead  of  discharging  as  heretofore  at  Blennerville,  about  one  mile  and  a quarter 
distant.  The  basin  will  be  within  the  limits  of  the  borough.  Important  advantages  to  the 
trade  of  the  town  are  anticipated  from  these  works,  which  were  commenced  shortly  before  our 
visit.  The  commissioners  are  empowered  to  impose  certain  dues  on  the  imports  and  exports, 
and  on  vessels.  The  dues  in  the  past  year  produced  about  £600.  The  Dues  most  deserving 
of  notice  as  affecting  the  tolls  of  the  fairs  and  markets,  are  those  on  grain,  which  are,  at 
present : 

d. 

*ues-  On  wheat  2 per  barrel  of  20  stone. 

barley  1J  ,,  16  „ 

oats  1 „ 14  ,, 

The  dues  collected  are  much  under  those  specified  in  the  schedule  to  the  Act. 

The  following  details  show  the  population  of  the  town  in  1831,  and  its  increase  since  lo-d, 
and  the  state  of  its  trade  in  several  years  prior  to  1833 : 

Smith’s  State  of  the  County  of  Kerry. 
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31.  Population  in  1831: 

Houses  inhabited  ...  1,218 

„ building  8S 

„ uninhabited  - - - 1 IS 

Families  chiefly  employed  in  agriculture  - 452 

„ „ in  trade  and  handicraft  - 759 

„ not  comprised  in  the  two  preceding  classes  - 590 

Total  - - 1,801 


Persons : males  - - - 4,417 

„ females  - - - 5,151 

Total  - - 9,568 

Employed  in  retail  trade  or  handicraft  - - - - 991 

Capitalists,  bankers,  professional,  and  other  educated  men  214 

1821:  Persons 7,547 

Increase  in  ten  years 2,021 


TRALEE. 

Statistical 

Details. 

Population. 


It  is  remarkable  that  the  returns  of  1831  do  not  mention  any  persons ' engaged  in  manu- 
facture. There  are  many  individuals  occupying  houses  of  £10  value  who  are  not  registered 
as  voters,  and  the  number  of  houses  of  that  value  is  increasing. 

There  were  55  licensed  • spirit  retailers  in  the  borough,  for  the  year  ending  10th 
October  1833. 


Number  of  Vessels  and  Amount  of  Tonnage  which  Invoiced  and  Outvoiced  at  Tralee,  Trade, 
from  the  Year  ended  5th  January  1825  to  5th  January  1.833 : 


ended  5th 

Vessels  from 
Foreign  Countries. 

Coasters  from  and  to  Great  Britain. 

Coasters  from  and  to  Ports  in 

Ireland. 

Inwards. 

Outwards. 

Inwards. 

Outwards.  j 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

1827 

9 

1,595 

35 

2,686 

36 

2,859 

30 

1,085 

is 

497 

1826 

7 

1,260 

31 

2,363 

44 

3,374 

19 

971 

5 

112 

1S29 

9 

1,593 

40 

3,355 

54 

4,460 

32 

1,342 

26 

1,259 

1830 

8 

1,954 

36 

3,032 

45 

4,299 

27 

1,138 

31 

1,287 

1831 

7 

1,580 

37 

3,343 

41 

3,985 

29 

614 

17 

775 

1S32 

4 

1,160 

46 

8,760 

73 

5,701 

20 

S12 

4 

135 

1833 

7 

1,566 

46 

3,279 

91 

7,256 

16 

706 

8 

537 

Leading  Artlcles  of  Import  and  Export  at  Tralee,  from  5th  January  1S26  to  5th 
January  1833. 


Year 

ended 

Foreign  Goods 

Imported. 

British 

Goods. 

Exports  to  Great  Britain. 

5th 

January. 

Deals. 

Timber. 

Staves. 

Lath  wood. 

Span. 

Coals. 

Wheat.  | Oats. 

Barley. 

Butter. 

Hd. 

Qr. 

No. 

Loads. 

Hd. 

Qr. 

No. 

Fathom. 

Number 

Tons. 

Barrels.  | Barrels. 

Barrels. 

Firkins. 

1827 

134 

2 

5 

1,012 

84 

2 

4 

11 

30 

1,009 

1,448  32,302 

946 

6, 678 

1828 

90 

2 

11 

986 

55 

0 

22 

18 

248 

1,058 

4,469j  16,356 

2,603 

1829 

142 

0 

6 

1,449 

47 

1 

22 

31 

237 

2,420 

4,482-  32,962 

11,458 

1830 

152 

1 

0 

1,249 

146 

0 

9 

20 

112 

2,636 

7,591!  41, 5S5 

3,012 

3,280 

1831 

144 

3 

14 

1,091 

10 

0 

0 

27 

108 

2,111 

10,476!  45,909 

4,684 

2,836 

1832 

113 

2 

4 

1,067 

102 

0 

16 

9 

6 

1,637 

9,181  62,588 

6,938 

2,331 

1833 

163 

0 

2 

1,004 

53 

3 

0 

18 

161 

1,141 

18,354  68,993 

3,948 

3,512 

32.  The  services  of  the  provost  and  serjeants  at  mace,  as  above  described,  and  the  admi-  Gen-- 
nistration  of  justice  for  small  debts,  in  the  local  court,  are  the  only  advantages  conferred  on  ti 
Tralee  by  its  corporation,  as  at  present  constituted.  A feeling  of  dissatisfaction  prevails  <- 
among  a large  proportion  of  the  inhabitants  with  its  close  and  practically  exclusive  character. 
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Local  Acts. 


Documents. 


It  is  in  fact  entirely  unconnected  with  the  trading  and  commercial  classes,  and  the  great  body 
of  the  community  are  debarred  from  all  interest  or  participation  in  its  proceedings. 

We  did  not  understand  that  the  corporation  was  in  any  way  obnoxious  on  grounds  of 
religious  difference ; but  the  circumstance  of  all  the  individuals  comprising  it  being  of  the 
Established  Church,  in  a population  of  which  the  great  majority  is  Roman  Catholic”  cannot 
be  wholly  left  out  of  consideration.  Such  an  alteration  as  would  give  the  right  of  election  of 
the  burgesses  and  provost  to  at  least  as  extensive  a class  as  that  to  which  the  choice  of  a 
Representative  in  Parliament  has  been  confided  by  the  Reform  Bill,  was  stated  to  be  strongly 
desired  by  a considerable  majority  of  the  inhabitants. 

The  funds  vested  in  the  corporation  are  obviously  insufficient  for  the  due  remuneration  of 
the  municipal  officers ; and  we  have  already  stated  the  objections  which  occur  to  us  to  apply 
to  the  mode  by  which  the  emoluments  of  the  provost  are  at  present  made  up. 

33.  The  Local  Acts  of  Parliament  relating  to  Tralee  are  52  Geo.  III.  c.  138,  “ An  Act  for 
maintaining  the  Road  leading  from  the  City  of  Cork  to  the  Town  of  Tralee,  in  the  County  of 
Kerry;”  9 Geo.  IV.  c.  118,  (1830,)  “An  Act  for  making  and  maintaining  a Navigable  Cut 
or  Canal  from  a point  at  or  near  the  Black  Rock,  in  the  Harbour  of  Tralee,  in  the  County  of 
Kerr}-,  to  Croompanrickard,  near  the  Town  of  Tralee,  in  the  said  County,  and  for  otherwise 
improving  the  Harbour  of  Tralee.” 

34.  We  send  with  this  Report  copies  of  the  following  Documents : 

Copy  of  the  Schedule  of  Tolls  and  Customs  claimed  by  Sir  Edward  Denny,  as  lodged 
with  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace  of  the  County  of  Kerry?  October  9th  1830. 

Ditto  of  the  Schedule  of  the  same  Tolls  and  Customs,  lodged  Nov.  1st  1830. 

Ditto  of  the  Schedule  of  Tolls  and  Customs  claimed  by  the  Corporation,  lodged 
Nov.  1st  1830. 

MAZIERE  BRADY. 

JOHN  R.  CORBALLIS. 

Inquiry  held  at  Tralee,  October  16th  and  17th  1833. 
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TUAM. 


BOROUGH  OF  TUAM. 


1.  THE  Limits  of  this  borough  are  not  defined  by  charter  or  ascertained  by  perambulations.  Limits. 
but  are  generally  considered  to  extend  about  two  miles  round  the  town. 

2.  The  inhabitants  ofTuamwere  first  incorporated  by  a Charter  of  James  I.,  in  . the  Charters. 
eleventh  year  of  his  reign,  (1613,)  enrolled  in  Chancery  (Pat.  11  Jac.  I.  p.  1,  m.  20,) 

and  the  constitution  thereby  created  corresponds  with  that  generally  given  to  the  new 
boroucrhs  then  made  by  this  monarch.  Its  provisions  will  be  noticed  in  the  course  of  this 
Report,  as  it  is  the  charter  by  which  the  corporation  professes  to  be  governed  at  the  present 
day. 

James  II.  granted  a charter  to  this  borough,  in  the  fourth  year  of  his  reign,  which  has  not 
been  acted  on  since  the  Revolution.  It  is  enrolled  in  Chancery  (Pat.  4 James  II.  p.  1, 
m.  41.) 

3.  The  corporation  consists,  by  the  charter  of  James  I.,  of  a sovereign,  12  free  burgesses.  Classes, 
and  a commonalty. 

4.  The  Title  is  " The  Sovereign,  Free  Burgesses,  and  Commonalty  of  the  Borough  of  Title- 
Tuam.” 

5.  The  officers  named  in  the  charter  are,  * th^Charte?6 

A Sovereign, 

Twelve  Free  Burgesses, 

Two  Serjeants  at  Mace. 

6.  Other  officers  appear  at  times  to  have  been  appointed,  namely.  Other  Officers. 

A Town  Clerh, 

Recorder, 

' Treasurer, 

Constables, 

Scavengers, 

Inspectors  of  Markets, 

Bellman, 

Weighmaster. 

7.  There  are  not  at  present  any  Freemen  regularly  admitted  as  such,  except  one  honorary  Freemen, 
freeman,  the  Marquis  of  Anglesea.  The  members  of  the  corporation  of  late  years  have 
admitted  the  inhabitants  of  the  borough  to  act  as  the  commonalty  on  some  occasions  in  which 

that  body  has  by  the  charter  a right  to  interfere. 

8.  The  Sovereign,  formerly  called  “ the  Superior,"  is  elected  annually  by  the  majority  of  Sovereign,  how 
an  assembly  consisting  of  the  sovereign  and  free  burgesses,  on  the  feast  of  the  nativity  oi 

St.  John.  He  must  be  a free  burgess.  He  is  to  hold  the  office  for  one  year  from  the  feast 
of  St.  Michael,  and  until  another  shall  be  duly  elected  and  sworn.  His  oath  of  office  is  to 
be  administered  on  the  feast  of  St.  Michael  by  the  sovereign  of  the  preceding  year.  Power 
to  fill  a vacancy  happening  in  the  office  during  the  year,  is  given  to  the  free  burgesses  and 
commonalty.  Notwithstanding  the  provision  of  the  charter  which  requires  the  sovereign 
to  be  sworn  before  his  predecessor,  the  same  individual  has  been  frequently  re-elected.  The 
present  sovereign  has  been  re-elected  successively  for  the  last  six  years.  A resolution  of  the 
sovereign  and  burgesses  was  made  in  the  year  1699,  against  the  practice,  but  repealed 
in  1736.  The  resolution  of  1699,  was  revived  in  1818,  and  agam  repealed  in  1823.  In 
-1822  an  election  of  the  sovereign  occurs  by  the  free  burgesses  alone,  the  sovereign  having 
refused  to  attend. 

9.  There  is  no  power  given  by  the  charter  to  appoint  a Deputy  Sovereign,  but  numerous  Deputy  Sovereign, 
instances  of  such  appointments  occur  in  the  records  of  the  corporation;  the  last  we  find  in 

1812,  when  the  appointment  is  stated  to  have  been  made  by  the  sovereign  and  burgesses, 
agreeably  to  “ antient  usage  and  a bye-law  of  the  corporation.  We  have  not  found  the 
bye-law  referred  to. 

10.  The  sovereign  is  the  chief  officer  of  the  corporation,  and  presides  at  all  corporate  |mca«nsof  the 
meetings. 

He  is  the  judge  of  the  Borough  Court  . , ... 

He  acts  under  the  charter  as  clerk  of  the  market,  and  appears  m that  capacity  to  enxen  a 
discretionary  power  of  fining  persons  committing  nuisances  or  violating  the  regulations  of 

th\uhough  nominally  chief  magistrate  of  the  town,  the  sovereign  is  not,  as  such,  a justice  of 
the  peace  Sand  docs  not  act  in  t?at  character.  It  has  been  stated  tons  as  very  desirable  that 
the  Sovereign  should  be  ex  officio  a magistrate  of  the  county  , pie  present  sovereign  was 
appointed  a^onnty  magistrate  on  the  petition  of  the  burgesses  m 182S,  bemg  then  Mvereinn 
blit  afterwards  superseded  on  a representation  being  made  of  his  acting  as  a proctor  in  the 
Consistorial  Court  of  the  Archbishop  of  Tuam. 
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Emoluments  of 
the  Sovereign. 


Free  Burgesses, 
how  elected. 


Their  Number 


Qualification. 


11  The  Sovereign  is  at  present  paid  a Salary  of  £50  a-year  from  the  revenues  of  the 
corporation.  In  the  commencement  of  the  last  century  he  appears  to  have  received  the  entire 
of  the  revenues,  subject  to  certain  payments  to  the  other  officers,  and  to  the  expenses  of  an 
entertainment  to  the  corporation.  In  1725,  ive  find  a salary  of  £30  allowed  to  the  sovereign  j 
in  1 726  he  was  to  have  two-thirds  of  the  sum  which  the  revenues  produced,  which  would  amount 
to  about  £40  ; in  ISIS  it  was  declared  that  the  sovereign’s  salary  should  be  one-fourth  of  the 
tolls.  The  present  fixed  salary  has  been  since  appointed. 

There  are  certain  fees  payable  to  the  sovereign  on  proceedings  in  the  Borough  Court,  but 
that  court  lias  been  for  some  time  discontinued.  He  also  claims  lees  on  affixing  the  seal  of 
the  corporation  to  documents  to  be  used  abroad. 

The  annual  corporation  dinner  has  been  abolished  since  1819,  and  there  are  not  now  any 
expenses  incident  to  the  office  of  sovereign. 

12.  The  Free  Burgesses  are  elected  by  the  sovereign  and  free  burgesses,  and  hold  the  office 
until  death,  removal,  or  resignation. 

The  charter  empowers  a majority  of  an  assembly  consisting  of  the  sovereign  and  free 
burgesses,  to  supply  vacancies  within  seven  days  of  their  occurrence.  A bye-law  was  made 
in  1701  that  no  burgess  should  be  elected,  but  at  a court  consisting  of  seven  burgesses  at 
least,  and  the  sovereign;  this  was  altered  in  1713,  by  a resolution . that  any  five  burgesses 
(the  sovereign  to  be  one)  might  elect  aburgess.  A resolution  of  1716  required  the  presence 
of  the  sovereign  and  six  burgesses ; this  was  repealed  m 1/17,  and  the  election  was  fixed  to  be 
in  the  majority  of  those  present;  at  the  same  time  the  corporation  took  upon  themselves  to 
alter  the  time  of  election  by  providing  that  it  should  be  on  the  19th  day  after  a vacancy,  but, 
in  fact,  the  elections  are  now  held  within  the  period  of  seven  days  prescribed  by  the  charter. 

13  There  are  13  free  burgesses,  including  the  sovereign ; the  number  was  increased  to  20 
bv  the  charter  of  James  II.  °The  names  of  the  new  burgesses  then  appointed  are  entered  in 
the  books  of  the  corporation  ; but  many  of  them  afterwards  appear,  in  1691,  attending  the 
corporation  meetings  merely  as  freemen. 

A practice  appears  to  have  prevailed  for  many  years  in  this  corporation  to  receive  the 
resignation  of  a free  burgess,  accompanied  by  a recommendation  naming  his  successor,  and 
sometimes  the  resignation  was  in  form  directly  from  one  to  the  other,  who  was  elected  accord- 
ing • a rule  was  made  in  1701,  and  again  in  1706,  against  this  practice,  but  it  still  continued; 
the ‘latest  instance  of  it  occurs  in  1785.  There  is  not  any  Qualification  required  in  the 
burgesses  in  respect  of  property  ; the  charter  only  directs  that  they  shall  be  chosen'  out  of 
the  better  and  more  honest  inhabitants  of  the  borough.”  This  qualification  as  to  residence 
is  at  present  required,  and  all  the  burgesses  are  inhabitants  of  the  borough,  but  it  was 
formerly  entirely  neglected,  and  numerous  instances  occur  in  the  corporation  books  ol  the 
election  of  non-residents.  Care  was  at  times  taken  to  enforce  the  attendance  and  services  of  the 
burgesses  at  the  meetings  of  the  corporation,  and  several  instances  occur  of  burgesses  dis- 
franchised for  non-attendance,  and  being  remote  from  the  borough  The  entries  state  these 
disfranchisements  to  have  been  « of  mere  necessity.”  In  1817,  the  then  resident  burgesses 
determined  that  the  qualification  of  residence  required  by  the  charter  should  be  enforced,  and 
a meeting  of  the  corporation  was  held  on  the  26th  April  in  that  year,  for  the  special  purpose 
of  electing  burgesses  from  “ out  of  the  resident  inhabitants  of  the  town  m the  room  ot  the 
burgesses0 who  were  not  resident,”  notice  of  the  meeting,  and  of  its  object,  was  given  to  the 
non-residents;  and  on  that  day  one  of  the  burgesses  was  disfranchised  for  swearing  in  two 
persons  to  collect  the  tolls  and  customs  of  the  corporation  in  opposition  to  the  sovereign,  and 
three  on  whom  service  of  notice  to  attend  was  proved  on  oath,  and  who  did  not  attend  when 
called  on,  were  disfranchised,  and  three  others  elected  in  their  room.  Subsequent  meetings 
were  held  on  the  14th,  15tli,  and  16th  days  of  May  1817,  for  the  same  purpose,  and  on  the 
last  of  those  days  two  others  of  the  burgesses  were  disfranchised  for  non-attendance;  and  on  the 
24th  June,  in  the  same  year,  similar  proceedings  were  adopted  against  two  other  burgesses. 
The  places  of  all  were  filled  up,  and  no  legal  proceedings  appear  to  have  been  taken  on  me 
part,  of  those  then  disfranchised  to  question  the  acts  of  the  resident  burgesses.  It  is  o 
observed  that  Tuam  is,  or  at  least  was  before  the  Union,  a city  according  to  legal  definition, 
and  therefore  not  within  the  operation  of  the  statute  21  Geo.  II.  c.  10,  s.  8,  which  ai  ows,  in 
some  cases,  the  election  of  non-resident  officers.*  The  power  of  amotion  of  the  burgesses  or 
misconduct,  is  given  by  the  charter  to  the  sovereign,  and  the  major  part  of  the  burgesses ; 
the  number  present  on  the  26th  of  April  1817,  was  but  six,  including  the  sovereign,  an 
resolutions  of  disfranchisement  state  their  having  been  made  by  the  sovereign  an 
assembled  by  and.  with  the  consent  of  the  commonalty.  At  the  same  meeting  the  men 
sovereign,  from  ill  health  and  indisposition,  resigned  his  office,  and  one  of  the  burgesses  n 
elected  by  the  burgesses  and  commonalty  for  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

The  present  burgesses,  with  the  dates  of  their  admissions,  are. 


Major  Wm.  Burke,  23d  June  1815. 
Charles  Blake,  17th  December  1816. 

Paul  Mannion,  26th  April  1817. 

John  F.  Brown,  same  day. 

John  Martin,  23d  January  1822. 

Myles  Egan,  23d  September  1822. 

Thomas  Browne,  14th  October  1822. 


Doctor  Madden,  7th  July  1823. 
James  Henderson,  12th  January  1824. 
Richard  Savage,  1 1th  September  182b. 
Thomas  Keary,  14th  February  182y. 
Dennis  Kirwan,  5th  August  1S3L 
Patrick  S.  Keary,  7th  August,  1832. 


* See  the  Report  on  Galway,  ante,  p.  320. 
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14.  At  the  period  of  the  Legislative  Union  the  Borough  was  under  the  Patronage  of  the 
Honourable  Walter  Yelverton,  and  John  Lord  Clanm orris,  and  the  sum  of  £1,000  was  paid 
to  the  former,  and  £14,000  to  the  trustee  in  the  marriage  settlement  of  the  latter,  as  compen- 
sation for  the  loss  of  the  privilege  of  sending  Members  to  Parliament.  The  corporation  has 
since  become  independent,  and  in  the  year  1811  the  entire  body  of  the  burgesses  was 
voluntarily  changed.  On  the  30th  September  in  that  year  seven  burgesses  having  resigned, 
their  places  were  filled  by  persons  elected  by  the  remaining  five  then  present ; and  the  new 
burgesses  being  sworn,  those  five  then  immediately  resigned,  and  the  number  was  soon  after- 
wards completed  by  new  elections.  It  was  resolved  by  the  sovereign  and  burgesses  in  1818, 
that  no  second  member  of  the  same  family  or  connexion  should  be  elected  a burgess,  but- the 
resolution  was  rescinded  in  1822.  Of  the  present  burgesses,  it  was  stated  to  us,  that  there  are 
two  families,  of  each  of  which  there  are  two  burgesses ; that  four  of  the  burgesses  are  nearly 
related;  and  that  there  is  a family  connexion  through  them  all.  The  office  is  sometimes 
canvassed  for.  The  sovereign  and  burgesses  of  Tuam  are  all,  with  one  exception,  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  religion,  which  is  that  of  the  majority  of  the  inhabitants  and  persons  in 
trade.  It  was  stated  to  us  that  there  are  not  now  any  religious  or  political  prejudices  in  the 
election  of  burgesses,  but  that  within  the  last  few  years  great  efforts  have  been  made  by  indi- 
vidual burgesses  to  have  their  own  friends  elected,  in  order  to  have  a majority. 

15.  The  Free  Burgesses  have  not  any  emoluments;  they  are  exempt  from  the  tolls  and 
customs  claimed  by  the  corporation;  some  take  advantage  of  the  Privilege,  others  do  not. 

They  have  not  individually  any  functions  or  duties  to  perform,  but,  with  the  sovereign, 
they  constitute  the  select,  or  Governing  Body  of  the  corporation. 

16.  In  this  body,  by  the  charter,  is  vested  the  sole  Power'  of  election  of  the  sovereign  and 
burgesses,  as  already  detailed.  They  also,  before  the  Union,  were  alone  entitled  to  vote  in 
the  election  of  Members  for  the  borough  in  the  Irish  Parliament.  The  power  of  admitting 
freemen  is  also  given  to  them  by  the  charter.  They  meet  regularly  on  the  24lh  June  and 
29th  September,  the  charter  days,  for  the  election  and  swearing  in  of  the  sovereign,  and 
occasionally  at  other  times  for  electing  burgesses  and  other  officers,  letting  the  tolls  and 
customs,  and  transacting  other  corporate  business.  Their  assembly  is  called,  in  the  corporation 
books,  “ A Court  of  Burgesses,”  and  a bye-law  was  enacted  in  1817,  “ that  no  such  court 
should  be  held  unless  each  burgess  should  be  duly  served,  at  his  house,  with  notice  of  such 
court  to  be  holden,  except  in  the  event  of  the  decease  or  removal  of  burgesses,  in  which  case  a 
notice  of  six  clear  days,  according  to  charter,  would  suffice,  and  it  be  required  of  the  serjeant 
at  mace  to  make  affidavit  of  the  service  of  such  notice  on  each  individual  burgess,  and  that 
any  court  held  contrary  to  thetenourand  intentions  of  that  law  should  be  considered  nugatory, 
and  its  proceedings  null  and  void.”  The  rules,  at  times,  made  as  to  the  numbers  who  should 
be  in  attendance  to  elect  a burgess,  have  been  already  mentioned.  A similar  rule  was  made 
in  1744,  as  to  the  election  of  freemen,  “ that  no  freeman  should  be  made  but  at  a court  of 
burgesses,  where  eight  should  be  present,  besides  the  sovereign this  was  altered  in  1745,  by 
reducing  the  required  number  to  six. 

Although  the  charter  vests  in  the  sovereign,  burgesses,  and  commonalty  the  power  of  electing 
two  serjeants  at  mace  and  other  inferior  officers,  and  that,  of  making  bye-laws,  we  find  that 
in  practice  these  powers,  especially  the  former,  have  been  generally  exercised  by  the  Court  of 
Burgesses  alone,  without  any  attendance  of  the  commonalty  or  freemen,  who  were  rarely 
called  to  the  corporate  meetings,  except  on  occasions  of  elections  to  the  office  of  sovereign,  on 
vacancies  happening  in  the  year,  of  which  numerous  instances  have  occurred. 

17.  The  Serjeants  at  Mace  are  elected  by  the  sovereign  and  free  burgesses.  They  are,  by 
the  charter,  to  continue  in  their  offices  during  good  behaviour,  or  at  the  will  and  pleasure  of 
the  sovereign,  free  burgesses,  and  commonalty.  Instances  occur  in  the  corporation  books  of 
their  being  annually  elected. 

They  act  as  bailiffs,  or  constables,  under  the  sovereign,  in  the  regulation  of  the  markets, 
removal  of  nuisances,  &c.  They  summon  the  free  burgesses  to  the  corporate  meetings,  and 
are  bound  to  serve  and  execute  the  process  of  the  Borough  Court. 

They  have  salaries  of  ->£5  a-year  each,  and  a suit  of  clothes,  and  are  permitted  to 
reside  in  the  market  house,  or  town  house,  which  belongs  to  the  corporation.  They  have  the 
following  fees  on  the  execution  of  the  process  of  the  Borough  Court  : 

s.  d. 

Service  of  summons  - - 0 5 

Executing  attachment  - - II 

Executing  decree  - - - 1 1 

18.  The  Town  Clerk  was  formerly  elected  by  the  sovereign  and  free  burgesses.  The  office 
appears  to  hare  been  held  for  life,  but  there  are  instances  of  annual  elections.  This  officer 
has  been  latterly  appointed  by  the  sovereign  for  his  own  convenience,  and  is  not  now  expressly 
recognised  as  a servant  of  the  corporation.  The  last  election  by  the  sovereign  and  free 
burgesses  appears  to  have  beeri  in  1799. 

The  town  clerk’s  duties  appear  to  be  to  act  as  register  of  the  Borough  Court,  and  to  record 
the  proceedings  of  that  court  and  of  the  corporate  meetings. 

He  had  formerly  a small  salary  from  the  corporation,  which  was  fixed  at  £3,  in  1743. 
The  emoluments  of  the  office  were  latterly  derived  from  fees  on  the  proceedings  of  the 
court.  * 

19.  The  election  of  a Recorder  by  the  sovereign  and  free  burgesses  occurs  frequently  in 
the  books  of  the  corporation  from  a very  early  period ; it  was  annual,  and  the  individual 
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elected  was  one  of  the  free  burgesses.  The  last  election  was  in  1811.  The  burgess  then 
elected  appears  to  have  signed  the  corporate  proceedings,  as  recorder,  for  some  years.  He 
was  the  individual  disfranchised  in  1817,  for  swearing  in  a toll  collector  in  opposition  to  the 
sovereign,  and  no  recorder  was  since  appointed.  We  have  not  discovered  a trace  of  the 
performance  of  any  particular  duties  by  this  officer,  as  such.  He  had  formerly  a small  salary  • 
sometimes  £‘2,  sometimes  £4.  The  recorder  appointed  in  1811  was  to  have  £o. 

20.  One  of  the  free  burgesses  was  occasionally  elected  Treasurer  by  the  sovereign  and 
free  burgesses.  The  last  appointment  to  this  office  was  in  1818.  The  functions  of  this  officer 
are  sufficiently  indicated  by  his  title.  He  had  no  salary  or  other  emoluments.  Of  late  years 
the  sovereign  has  generally  acted  as  treasurer. 

21.  Constables  and  Scavengers  were  appointed  by  the  grand  jury,  afterwards  noticed,  and 
small  sums  applotted  for  their  salaries  on  the  inhabitants.  No  such  officers  have  been 
appointed  for  many  years  past. 

22.  The  name  of  a Bellman,  and  the  payment  of  a salary  of  £3  to  this  officer,  occur  in  the 
sovereign’s  account  for  the  years  1819  and  1820 ; we  do  not  find  any  later  appointment  or 
payment  of  this  officer. 

23.  A Weighmaster  was  appointed  for  the  borough,  and  sworn  in  1706,  under  the  provisions 
of  the  statute  4 Anne,  c.  14,  s.  3.  (Ireland,)  and  a public  crane  established.  Subsequent  ap- 
pointments to  this  office,  in  1732  and  1744,  were  made  by  the  sovereign  and  free  burgesses ; we 
have  not  found  any  later  appointments  to  this  office,  save  that  in  1817  three  persons  were  sworn 
weighmasters ; but  it  appears  that,  in  fact,  the  crane  and  weights  were  purchased  by,  and  are 
the  property  of  the  corporation,  and  the  charges  for  cranage,  so  long  back  as  the  year  1751,  have 
been  demised,  with  the  tolls  and  customs,  and  are  actually  incorporated  with  them  in  the 
public  schedules.  These  charges  will  be  again  noticed  in  that  part  of  this  Report  which 
relates  to  the  tolls. 

24.  Inspectors  of  the  Markets  were  appointed  occasionally  by  the  grand  jury  before 
alluded  to,  and  the  name  of  a clerk  of  the  market  occurs  in  the  records  of  the  corporation, 
apparently  distinct  from  the  sovereign,  but  we  find  no  such  mention  of  a clerk  of  the  market 
later  than  1745. 

25.  The  charter  contains  the  usual  clause  found  in  those  granted  at  the  period,  that  “ all- 
the  inhabitants,  and  such  and  so  many  other  men  as  the  sovereign  and  free  burgesses  shall 
admit  to  the  freedom  of  the  borough,  shall  be  of  the  commonalty.”  The  books  of  the 
corporation  contain  many  entries  of  the  admission  of  Freemen,  and  regulations  imposing  fines 
called  quarterage,  on  those  who  traded  in  the  borough,  not  being  free,  and  settling  the  fees 
on  admission ; non-residents  were,  at  times,  admitted  to  the  freedom,  but  for  several  years  past 
there  have  not  been,  with  the  single  exception  of  the  Marquis  of  Anglesea,  when  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  any  admissions  of  freemen,  and  the  corporation  has  in  some  instances 
acted  on  the  most  enlarged  interpretation  of  the  charter,  as  entitling  the  inhabitants  of  the 
borough,  without  any  formal  election  or  admission  as  freemen,  to  exercise  the  powers  given  to 
the  commonalty  as  already  mentioued. 

26.  The  Freemen  appear  to  have  been  exempt  from  the  tolls ; they  had  no  other  Privileges. 
Their  frmetions  as  a constituent  part  of  the  corporation  have  been  already  stated. 

27.  No  exclusive  or  criminal  Jurisdiction  is  granted  by  charter  to  the  corporation,  nor  is 
any  criminal  jurisdiction  now  exercised  by  it  or  by  any  of  its  officers. 

28.  A court,  however,  was  formerly  held  for  the  borough  before  the  sovereign  or  his  deputy, 
at  which  a Grand  Jury  was  sworn.  They  were  probably  freemen,  as  there  are  entries 
describing  it  as  fr  a court  of  freemen  the  numbers  of  the  jury  varied  from  12  to  18,  and  the 
foreman  was  almost  always  a free  burgess;  their  proceedings  appear  to  have  been  very  regular 
for  a number  of  years,  but  we  find  no  trace  of  them  subsequent  to  1758,  in  which  year  the 
grand  jury  summoned  did  not  attend.  This  court  seems  to  us  to  have  originated  in  the  power 
of  making  bye-laws  given  to  the  sovereign,  free  burgesses,  and  commonalty,  as  the  similar 
jurisdiction  we  have  described  existing  so  recently  at  Ennis.  Whatever  may  have  been  the 
foundation  of  it,  the  powers  exercised  by  this  tribunal  were  various  and  extensive.  The 
grand  jury  presented  nuisances  on  the  roads  and  streets,  forestallers,  persons  exercising 
trades,  not  being  free,  and  receivers  of  stolen  goods ; appointed  constables,  scavengers, 
inspectors  of  the  markets,  overseers  of  the  roads  and  bridges,  and  watchmen ; and  passed 
presentments  applotting  various  sums  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  borough  for  payment  of 
salaries  for  some  of  those  officers  ; providing  arms  for  the  watchmen,  purchasing  weights  and 
measures,  repairing  and  cleansing  the  streets  and  bridges,  and  providing  a public  pound. 
They  also  made  regulations  as  to  various  trades,  and  appear  at  times  to  have  tried  cases  of 
assault.  Freemen  were  sworn  in  before  them ; they  acted  also  as  the  jury  of  the  Court  of 
Record  in  civil  actions. 

29.  The  Court  of  Record  is  created  by  the  charter,  which  empowers  the  corporation  to 
hold  such  court  before  the  sovereign  on  every  Wednesday,-  " from  week  to  week,  for  all 
actions  of  debts,  covenants,  trespass,  detinue,  contract,  and  personal  demands  whatsoever, 
not  exceeding  the  sum  of  five  marks  sterling,  which  shall  arise  or  happen  within  the  said 
borough  of  Tuam  or  the  liberties  thereof.”  This  court  was  very  regularly  held  until  a few 
years  past.  The  Proceeding  was  by  plaint,  summons,  and  attachment  against  the  goods  of 
the  defendant.  A power  of  arrest  of  the  person  appears  |prmerly  to  have  been  exercised.  In 
actions  against  a stranger  indebted  to  an  inhabitant  of  Tuam,  the  attachment  was  issued 
without  previous  summons,  on  an  affidavit  of  the  debt,  and  that  the  debtor  was  about  to  leave 
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the  town.  In  other  cases  the  attachment  did  not  issue  until  the  party  had  failed  to  appear 
on  the  summons.  Causes  were  sometimes  disposed  of  summarily  on  the  summons  • hut  if  the 
parties  did  not  consent  to  this  course,  the  attachment  issued,  and  on  its  being  returned,  and 
the  parties  appearing,  they  proceeded  by  regular  pleadings  to  an  issue,  tried  before  a jury. 

The  sovereign  was  judge  of  the  court,  and  taxed  the  costs.  Goods  taken  on  the  attachment 
were  released  on  bail  being  given,  but  if  not  bailed  they  remained  with  the  serjeant  at  mace 
until  judgment  was  had  in  the  cause,  when  they  were  sold  for  payment  of  the  debt  and  costs. 

Execution  issued  against  the  goods  only.  Five  or  six  weeks  intervened  in  a litigated  cause 
between  its  commencement  and  conclusion.  The  usual  Costs  of  such  a cause  were  about  £3,  Costs, 
including  the  attorney’s  fees  and  those  of  the  court.  Attorneys  frequently  practised  in  this 
court ; the  quantity  of  business  done  in  it  was  considerable,  the  number  of  causes  instituted 
having  been  from  300  to  400  in  a year. 

The  sovereign  has  discontinued  holding  this  Court  for  some  years ; the  court  has  not  been  The  Court  discon- 
lield  for  the  trial  of  a cause  since  1826;  a few  summonses  were  issued  in  1829  and  1830,  but  tinued,  and  why. 
the  causes  were  settled  without  further  proceedings.  This  is  the  last  occasion  of  business 
being  done  connected  with  it.  The  sovereign,  who  has  held  the  office  for  the  last  six  years 
successively,  and  who  succeeded  his  father,  who  had  been  sovereign  for  two  years,  assigned  as 
his  reason  for  not  holding  the  court,  that  he  and  his  father  had  been  subjected  to  vexatious 
suits  by  persons,  generally  paupers,  who  had  been  proceeded  against  in  the  court,  and  who 
were  instigated  by  an  attorney,  a son  of  one  of  the  burgesses  disfranchised  in  1817,  who 
declared  that  he  became  an  attorney  for  the  purpose  of  annoying  the  corporation.  The 
sovereign  stated,  that  he  and  his  father  were  put  to  costs  by  these  parties,  and  on  account  of 
which  he  has  still  a demand  against  the  corporation,  some  of  the  costs  haying  been 
paid  by  them.  The  sovereign  expressed  his  belief  that  the  parties  to  these  suits  did  not 
really  dispute  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court,  but  depended  on  the  corporate  funds  not.  being 
able  to  bear  the  expense;  none  of  the  causes  were  brought  to  trial,  but  the  institution  of  them, 
and  the  apprehension  of  being  subjected  to  a recurrence  of  such  opposition  have  deterred  the 
sovereign  from  resuming  the  business  of  the  court.  He  stated  that  very  numerous  appli- 
cations have  been  made  to  him  to  do  so,  but  he  declined  them ; and  an  opinion  was  generally 
expressed  that  the  discontinuance  of  the  court  has  been  attended  with  much  inconvenience  to 
the  inhabitants.  In  expressing  their  opinions  as  to  its  revival,  the  persons  examined  generally 
suggested,  as  necessary,  a diminution  of  the  costs,  an  extension  of  the  jurisdiction  in  amount 
to  £10,  the  assistance  of  a professional  judge,  and  the  institution  of  an  appeal  to  the  judges 
of  assize,  or  assistant  barrister,  instead  of  the  power  of  removal  by  certiorari  or  writ  of 


error. 

30.  There  is  not  any  Manor  Court  held  within  the  limits  of  the.  borough.  The  present  Manor  Court, 
sovereign,  who,  as  before  observed,  is  a proctor  of  the  Consistorial  Court  ot  the  Archbishop 

of  Tuam,  stated  he  had  heard  that  the  archbishop  had  a patent  for  a Manor  Court ; but  the 
only  trace  we  have  found  of  an  attempt  to  exercise  a manorial  jurisdiction  is  in  an  entry  in 
the  corporation  books  of  1716,  in  which  a burgess  was  censured  for  replevying,  as  seneschal 
of  the  archbishop,  a distress  taken  by  the  deputy  sovereign;  and  the  sovereign  and  burgesses 
resolved  “ to  proceed  according  to  law  in  defence  of  their  charter,  and  the  liberties  thereby 
err  anted,  against  any  person  not  a member  of  the  corporation,  who  should,  as  seneschal  of  any 
person,  grant  or  execute  any  such  replevins  within  the  corporation.”  It  does  not  appear 
whether  the  distress  had  been  taken  by  the  deputy  sovereign  in  his  individual  or  in  his  official 
capacity. 

31.  The  assistant  barrister  of  the  county  of  Galway  sits  twice  in  the  year  in  Tuam.  The  Civil  Bid  Court, 
town  of  Galway  is  in  the  same  district,  and  one  of  the  grounds  of  complaint  of  the  inhabitants 

of  Tuam  at  the  discontinuance  of  the  Borough  Court,  is  the  necessity  they  are  sometiiq.es 
under  of  going  from  Tuam  to  Galway  on  trials  by  civil  bill  for  small  debts.  The  distance  is 
20  statute  miles.  Petty  Sessions  are  held  in  Tuam  by  county  magistrates,  of  whom  five  Petty  Sessions, 
reside  within  the  limits  of  the  borough. 

32.  There  is  no  local  Police,  save  so  far  as  the  serjeants  at  mace  may  act.  as  such  in  Police, 
reference  to  the  markets ; a portion  of  the  county  constabulary  force  is  stationed  in  the  town, 

but  not  subject  to  the  sovereign,  from  his  not  being  a county  magistrate. 

The  town  is  not  lighted,  flagged,  or  watched,  and  no  attempt  has  been  made  by  the 
inhabitants  to  avail  “themselves  of  the  provisions  of  the  Paving  and  Lighting  Act, 


9 Geo.  IV.  c.  82.  ' , ,. 

The  streets  are  repaired  by  county  presentments,  but  some  parts  appear  to  nave,  at  times, 
been  repaired  by  the  corporation.  The  presentments  of  the  grand  jury,  already  noticed  m 
section  28,  show  that  the  streets  and  bridges  were  repaired,  and  the  town  lighted  and  watched, 
for  a loner  period,  by  local  assessments  on  the  inhabitants ; but  these  presentments  have  been 
discontinue  since  1758.  Charges  for  paving  the  North-street  are  contained  m two  accounts, 
presented  by  the  sovereign  in  1702,  and  the  sovereign’s  account,  presented  in  1820,  afterwards 
noticed  under  the  head  of  expenditure,  section  40,  contains  some  items  for  repairing  the 
bridge  and  paving  some  lanes  in  the  town,  but  we  do  not  find  any  particular  obhgation 
existing  on  the  corporation  to  apply  their  revenues  to  such  uses. 

33.  We  are  not  apprised  of  any  facts  on  which  the  Extension  or  Limitation  of  the  present  metha  ttejorw- 

boundary  of  the  borough,  could  be,  with  propriety,  suggested.  Extension. 

34.  There  is  not  any  borough  Gaol.  There  was  formerly  a building  called  the  Guard  GaoL 
House  or  Gaol  of  the  Corporation,  for  the  repairs  of  which  presentments  were  made  by  the 
grand  jury  ; it  appears  to  have  been  connected  with  the  watch.  There  is  a county  bridewell 

in  the  town ; the  corporation  has  not  any  control  over  it. 
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35.  There  is  not  any  Patronage  in  the  hands  of  the  corporation,  and  there  are  not  any 
Schools  or  Charitable  Institutions  in  any  way  connected  with  them. 


36.  The  Revenues  of  the  corporation  are  derived  solely  from  the  charges  collected  under 
the  head  of  tolls  and  customs  at  the  markets  and  fairs  held  in  the  town  ; they  are  collected 
according  to  the  following  schedule,  which  we  insert  at.  length,  to  show  the  way  in  which  the 
charges  for  cranage  are  mixed  up  with  the  others ; to  this  we  have  alluded  in  noticing  the 
office  of  weighmaster,  in  section  23. 


Earthenware  or  pipes,  per  carload 
Wheat,  custom  and  cranage,  per  bag 

Oats,  per  cwt 

Bere  and  barley,  ditto,  per  bag  - 

Malt,  per  cwt.  ------ 

Oatmeal,  per  cwt.,  custom  and  cranage  - 

Potatoes,  per  load  Id.;  bag,  ditto  - 

Cows  or  bullocks  slaughtered,  ditto 

Sheep,  lambs,  or  kids,  each  - 

Live  pigs  ------- 

Slaughtered  pigs,  customs  and  cranage 
Veal  and  calves,  each  - 

Salt,  per  carload,  each  week  - - - - 

Butter  in  casks  or  crocks,  per  141bs. 

Cows,  heifers,  and  bullocks,  fair  days,  per 
Sheep  sold  on  fair  days,  per  - - - - 

Flannels  or  friezes,  three  markets  ditto,  per  piece 
Hucksters’  standings,  each,  per  week 

Hatters 

Cabbage,  per  carload  - 

Hay  or  straw,  per  ditto  ----- 
Worked  timber  and  rods,  ditto  - 
Onions,  per  ditto,  fair  or  market  days 

Fruit,  per  load 

Lemons,  oysters,  and  honey  - 

Wool,  per  sack  ------ 

Cranage,  each  draft  under  5 cwt  ... 
Ditto,  each  ditto,  over  5 cwt  - - - - 

Soap  and  candles,  per  cwt.  or  box  - - - 

Horses  and  colts,  per  head  - 
Leather  cutters  and  brogue  makers 
Hides,  custom  and  cranage  - - - - 

Horse  and  calf  skins,  ditto  - - - - 

Covered  standings,  market  days  ... 
Uncovered  ditto,  on  ditto  - - - - 

Asses,  per  head  ------ 


d. 

2 

3 

1 

3 

1 

2 

2 

5 
1 
2 

3 
1 
2 
1 

4 
1 
2 
2 
3 
1 
3 

6 

5 
3 
2 
6* 
1 

3 
2 

4 
2 
2 
1 
3 
2 
2 


Thomas  Savage,  Esq.  Sovereign. 
Peter  Ryan,  Sen.  Toll  Farmer,  1824. 


Markets 
and  Fairs. 


v let. 


37-  The  charter  grants  to  the  corporation  power  to  hold  a free  Market  every  Thursday, 
weekly,  and  a yearly  Fair  on  the  feast  of  St.  John,  and  the  day  following;  and  grants  to  them 
the  tolls,  customs,  &c.  belonging  thereto.  The  fair  given  by  this  charter  is  not  now  held,  and 
the  market  day  has  been  changed  by  the  corporation  from  Thursday  to  Saturday ; when  this 
was  done  we  could  not  ascertain ; it  is  stated  that  the  change  has  not  produced  the  least 
inconvenience  to  the  public,  but  that  advantage  has  been  taken  of  it  formerly,  by  litigious 
people,  to  resist  payment  of  the  tolls  on  Saturday.  They  are  not,  at  present,  resisted ; and 
Saturday  is  said  to  be  the  more  convenient  day,  as  there  are  two  neighbouring  markets  held 
on  Thursday,  those  of  Dunmore  and  Shruel,  which  are  within  nine  miles  of  Tuam.  The 
corporation  claims  to  hold  by  patent  four  other  fairs  on  the  10th  day  of  May,  4th  day  of  July, 
10th  day  of  October,  and  15th  day  of  December. 

38.  These  tolls  are  considered  oppressive,  particularly  that  on  potatoes ; the  charges  for 
cranage  are  not  payable  by  law  to  the  corporation,  being  given  by  the  statute  4 Anne,  c.  14, 
to  the  weighmaster  to  be  appointed  under  the  authority  of  that  Act,  and  in  amount  they 
exceed  the  sums  therein  prescribed.  It  appears  to  us  to  be  contrary  to  the  policy  of  this 
statute,  that  the  cranage  should  be  a source  of  profit  to  the  corporate  body,  in  whose  chief 
magistrate  the  appointment  to  the  office  is  vested,  as  we  apprehend,  for  the  protection  of  the 
public  from  extortion  in  the  officer. 

39.  The  Tolls  have  usually  been  set  annually  by  the  sovereign  and  burgesses,  by  public 
cant  or  advertisement ; sometimes  a power  was  given  to  the  sovereign  to  dispose  of  them  for 
his  own  use;  on  the  terms  of  paying  their  salaries  to  the  recorder  and  serjeants  at  mace,  and 
sometimes  the  sovereign  became  the  lessee.  For  several  years  following  1700,  the  sovereign 
generally  gave  up  the  surplus,  after  paying  the  inferior  officers,  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
building  the  market  house ; and  it  appears,  that  in  .1713  the  sum  of  £200  was  in  the  hands 
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of  the  treasurer,  which  was  ordered  to  he  so  expended.  In  1718  the  building  was  completed 
at  an  expense  of  £478  16s.  O^d. ; and  there  being  probably  a balance  due  to  the  treasurer, 
the  rule  requiring  the  customs  to  be  set  for  one  year  only,  was  altered,  and  they  were  set  to 
the  treasurer  for  seven  years  at  a small  rent.  On  the  expiration  of  this  demise  they  were 
again  set  annually,  as  before,  and  in  some  years  collected  by  the  sovereign.  In  the  year  1827, 
they  were  set  for  five  years  to  the  committee  for  building  the  new  Roman  Catholic  chapel  or 
cathedral  of  Tuam;  that  term  has  expired,  but  the  committee  has  been  allowed  to  continue  in 
possession. 


The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  the  rent,  at  various  periods,  from  1700: 

£ s.  d. 

1703,  and  several  years  after  - - - . 25  10  0 

q15 41  0 0 

U17  - _ 45  0 0 

1718  (setting  for  seven  years  to  the  treasurer)  - 9 6 0 

U25  49  5 O 

U30  76  0 0 

1741  - 80  0 O 

1746,  cranage  excepted  - - - - - 86  00 

1751,  with  the  cranage  .....  105  0 0 

1780  130  0 0 

1785  _ - - - - - . . . 140  0 0 

There  is  no  entry  of  a letting  in  the  corporation  books  from  this 
date  to  1819. 

1819  - 230  0 0 

1820  210  0 0 

1821  200  0 0 

1827  (lease  to  the  chapel  committee)  - - 250  0 0 

The  sovereign  stated  that,  according  to  his  judgment  and  belief,  the  actual  produce  of  the 
tolls  was  about  £400  a-year,  and  that  they  would  now  let  for  £300  a-year,  exclusive  of  the 
toll  on  potatoes. 


40.  The  principal  Expenditure  of  the  corporation,  in  the  period  from  1700  to  1725,  was 
in  the  erection  of  the  market  house.  It  has  been  since  kept  in  repair  by  them ; and  in  1820, 
the  sum  of  £122  7s.  Id.  was  paid  for  purchase  of,  and  putting  up  a town  clock  in  it,  and 
the  sum  of  £308  1 Is.  4 d.  in  repairing  the  building.  The  corporation  in  consequence  became 
indebted  to  the  then  sovereign,  Charles  Blake,  Esq.,  by  whom  this  expenditure  was  made ; 
and  by  his  account  to  the  27th  September  1820,  the  balance  due  to  him  was  £325  11s.  4 id! 
The  corporation  also  erected  a crane,  and  purchased  weights  and  measures  from  time  to  time. 
There  is  not.  any  account  entered  in  their  books  from  which  the  disposal  of  the  revenues  can 
be  ascertained  from  1725  to  1819,  but  they  appear  to  have  been  employed  in  payment  of  the 
salaries  of  the  sovereign  and  inferior  officers,  the  repairs  of  the  market  house,  and  an  annual 
entertainment  on  Michaelmas  day,  which  was.  abolished  in  1819.  The  sovereign,  in  ISIS, 
devoted  them  to  the  relief  of  the  poor.  On  the  balance  above  stated  being  found  due  to  Mr. 
Blake,  the  corporation  resolved  that  it  should  be  paid  out  of  the  receipt  of  the  tolls  and 
customs  for  1821  and  1822,  with  interest,  from  the  29th  September  1820;  and  if  any  balance 
should  then  remain  unpaid,  10  of  the  burgesses,  including  Mr.  Blake,  bound  themselves  to 
have  their  proportions  of  it  discharged.  This  balance  was  not  liquidated  at  the  period  when  the 
tolls  were  let  in  1827 ; and  further  demands  had,  in  the  interval,  accrued  to  Mr., Blake  against 
the  corporation,  chiefly  in  respect  of  law  costs,  paid  by  him,  in  two  cases  of  Burke  v.  Blake, 
and  Larkin  v.  Savage.  The  account  then  furnished  by  him,  showed  a balance  of  £401  Os'.  4 d. 
The  person  who  was  tenant  of  the  tolls,  under  a written  agreement,  also  claimed  a sum  due 
to  him  for  money  expended  on  behalf  of  the  corporation,  of  which  no  account  appears  in  the 
corporation  records,  but  which  was  stated  to  have  been  for  payment  of  the  sovereign  and 
corporate  officers,  keeping  in  repair  the  town  clock,  and  costs.  He  refused  to  give  up  the 
tolls  until  paid  ; the  amount  was  stated  at  £210.  This  sum  was  advanced  to  the  corporation 
by  the  chapel  committee,  and  the  lease  above  mentioned  of  the  tolls  was  made  to  them ; it  is 
dated  the  30th  October  1827,  and  the  rent  of  £250  a-year  was  provided  to  be  paid  in  the 
following  manner : 

£68  per  annum  to  Mr.  Charles  Blake  to  discharge  the  debt  of  £401  9s.  4c?.,  which  is 
stated  in  the  lease  to  be  due  to  him  by  the  corporation. 

£50  to  the  sovereign. 

£10  to  the  serjeants  at  mace. 

£10  for  clothing  for  the  serjeants  at  mace. 

£10  for  rent  of  the  shambles. 

£10  for  rent  of  the  fish-market. 

£42  to  redeem  the  sum  of  £210  paid  as  above  mentioned. 

j£50  as  a subscription  by  the  corporation  to  the  erection  of  the  chapel. 


£250 

No  account  had  been  settled  by  the  lessees  with  the  corporation  at  the  period  of  our  visit, 
but  the  committee  had  made  the  several  payments  according  to  the  lease.  The  permanent 
expenditure  of  the  corporation,  if  free  from  debts,  may  be  stated  to  be  for  the  salaries  of  their 
officers,  the  rents  of  the  shambles  and  fish  market,  and  the  repairs  and  care  of  the  market 
house  and  clock;  and  there  would,  therefore,  probably  be  a considerable  surplus. 


TUAM. 


Expenditure. 
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The  sovereign  estimated  the  surplus  at  £300,  if  the  tolls  were  collected  directly  by  the 
corporation. 

41.  The  Debt  due  to  Mr.  Blake  was  not  discharged  at  the  time  of  our  visit.  He  stated  to 
us  that  there  remained  from  £107  to  £120 due  to  him  by  the  corporation;  his  accounts  were, 
in  1828,  referred  to  a committee,  and  afterwards  revised  by  a meeting  of  the  inhabitants,  who 
passed  resolutions  reducing  the  balance  £60,  and  declaring  it  a just  debt  to  be  secured  out 
of  the  tolls  and  customs.  No  account  has  since  been  settled  with  Mr.  Blake.  Of  the  reduc- 
tion of  £60,  the  sum  of  £50  was  for  Mr.  Blake’s  salary  as  sovereign  in  1820,  struck  off  as  not 
being  claimed  in  his  first  account,  though  admitted  to  be  a just  claim;  £10  was  disallowed 
on  account  of  travelling  and  other  expenses  in  attending  the  trial  of  the  cause  of  Larkin 
v.  Savage.  The  following  are  copies  of  the  accounts : 


The  Tuam  Corporation  in  Account  Current  with  Charles  Blake,  Esq. 
Sovereign. 


£. 


Sept.  25. 


19  10 
7 19  3 


To  Paid  Thomas  Burke  for  the  corpo- 
ration account  book 
Paid  William  Merrick  for  livery 
for  the  serjeants  at  mi 
Paid  for  a dungcart  . 

Paid  for  a pickaxe  ....  0 0 

Allowed  Thomas  M anion  for  sun-i  ^ p g 
dry  disbursements  . . . . j 

Paid  Michael  Higgins,  mason, for  l q jq 
repairing  the  bridge  . . _ . I 

. Paid  fora  bill  for  Lawrence  Hig-|  013 


4 2 


Paid  Michael  Higgins  for  making") 
and  repairing  the  shambles  > 

gates J 

Paid  for  printing  and  advertising  . 1 16  8 

Paid  for  paving  Chapel  Lane,  perl  732 

receipt J 

Paid  for  repairing  Kitty,  thel 
cripple’s,  house  . . . 


Allowed  Thomas  Manion  for 
(lrjr  disbursements  made  for 
account  of  the  corporation,  per , 

account 

Paid  for  a record  book,  and  liind- 
g the  old  one  . 


0 18 


mg  tl 


April  8.  Paid  Simon  Hacket,  for  stone  1 

cutting J 

, , Paid  for  paving  the  channel  be- 
yond the  bridge  . . . .j 

14.  Paid  Dr.  Kelly,  for  dressing  thei 

persons  whipt j 

May  4.  Paid  Mrs.  Carroll,  per  order  ofl 
the  burgesses  .... 

, , Paid  Mrs.  Douay,  ditto  . 

14.  Paid  postage  of  proclamations 
, , Paid  for  paving  and  draining  the’ 
shambles  .... 


Allowed  Thomas  Manion,  for 
dry  disbursements  . 

Paid  for  gravelling  the  bridge  and  l 
Tullendaly  Road  Hill  . . . J 

Paid  Laurence  Higgins  wages  for! 

last  year > 

Paid  serjeants  at  mace  their  salary : 
Pat  Tracy  ....  £6 
PatVesey  ....  6 

Paid  Laurence  Higgins,  bellmau,  1 
one  year’s  salary  . . . . j 

Paid  Brooks  one  year’s  salary  rentl 
for  shambles j 

Paid  Thomas  Manion,  per  account 
Paid  carman’s  hire  for  20  daysl 
attending  paver  2s.  8(1.  . . J 

Paid  one  year’s  salary  as  sovereign 
Balance  appropriated  towards  thel 
clock  and  repairs  of  the  market-  V 


Paid  John  Gaskin,  Dublin,  for  al , , 0 . , o 

clock,  &c f 112  11  3 

Paid  expenses  of  the  man  to  put  1 7 . Q n 

up  the  clock J ' 19  a 

Carriage  ditto  ......  1 16  2 


. £122  7 1 


1820.  £.  s.  rf. 
Aug.  30.  By  cash  received  from-, 

J ohn  T.  Browne,  Esq.  I 
balance  remaining  ini  22  18  6 
his  hands  of  lastyearis  [ 
tolls  and  customs  . J 
Sept.  29.  By  one  year’s  rent  ofl 

the  tolls  and  customs  L,a  » - 
of  Tuam  received  from  1 u 0 
Mr.  Thomas  Manion  ) 

£252  18  6 


1820. 

By  balance  carried  overr 
from  annexed  ac->105  7 0£ 
count  . . . .J 

Sept.  27.  By  balance  due  tor 

Charles  Blake,  Esq.  1325  11  4* 
by  the  corporation  . J 

£430  18  5 
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The  Tuam  Corporation  in  Account  Current,  continued. 


Cr. 


Sept  2. 


To  paid  for  timber  and  slates,  per? ... . . Q „ 
particulars  annexed  . . . J 

Carriage  ditto  from  Galway  , 


I’ 


Paid  slaters,  per  account  . 

Paid  nailers  ditto 
Paid  sawyers  ditto 
Paid  Breheney  Smith  ditto 

Paid  John  Dillon,  for  erecting, 
jecting,  fitting,  cutting, 
contriving,  &c.  . . 

Paid  for  measurement 
Paid  for  stone  cutters 
Paid  for  lime,  sand,  carmen’ 
hire,  masons,  labourers,  &c. 
Paid  M'Loughlan,  glazier 


Paid  for  plastering 
Paid  Burn,  the  painter 
Paid  Michael  Roche,  per  bill 
Paid  Thomas  Kenny,  for  lathing  1 

nails J 

Paid  John  Connolly,  per  bill 

Paid  carriage  timber  and  sand 
Paid  Terence  Joyce  . ■ . 

Paid  Michael  Concanon,  mason 
Paid  Thomas  Kicks  . . . 

Paid  Mrs.  Dean  Burton  . . 

Paid  Thomas  Burke  . . . 

Paid  John  Elwood 
Paid  Pat  Neland  .... 
Paid  Stephen  Bohan  . . . 

Paid  Pat  Gany,  turner  . • 


and l 29  11  1 


1 10  0 
11  18  6 
46  16  10 


Brought  forward  . 430  18  5 


Total  . . £430  IS  5 


GALW  AY. 

TUAM. 
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REPORTS  FROM  COMMISSIONERS  ON 


1821. 
April  4. 


1822. 
May  23 


The  Corporation  of  Tcam,  Dr.  to  Charles  Blake. 

£•  ».  d. 

To  balance  due  me  this  day 325  11  4£ 

To  my  salary  as  sovereign  for  the  year  1820  ' 50  0 0 

To  cash  paid  Michael  Heddican,  per  account 028 

To  cash  paid  for  mending  town  cart,  per  Hughes 076 

376  1 6} 

Cr.  by  cash  this  day  from  Mr.  Thomas  Man  ion  . . . • . • £112  9 6 

To  interest  on  £325  llr.  4%d.  from  29th  February  1820  tol  £j^  g 2i 
29th  September  1820.  being  7 months  . . . . ) * 

To  interest  on  £376  1 j.  CJd.  from  29th  September  1820  tol  g i 
4th  April  1821 J 

22  17  3* 

89  12  2J 

286  9 4 

By  cash  this  day  from  Mr.  Thomas  Manion 80  0 0 

To  interest  on  £286  9r.  Ad.  from  4th  April  1S21  to  25th  May  1822  . 19  6 8 

60  13  4 


August  10.  To  interest  on  £225  16r.  from  25th  May  1822  to  10th  August  1824  , 
, , By  subscriptions  from  some  of  the  burgesses  ....  £60 

, , By  cash  from  Mr.  Fat  Keary,  per  order  of  ditto  ...  80 


To  cash  paid  James  Robinson,  attorney,  amount  of  his  costs  in  the  pro-1  . 

secution  of  John  Burke  against  Charles  Blake J * 

To  my  expenses  attending  same  in  Dublin 

To  cash  paid  expenses  of  Mr.  Savage  going  to  Castlebar  to  give  out  1 
brief  to  council  for  Galway  Assizes  in  the  case  of  Larkin  against  . 

Savage  J 

To  my  expenses,  carriage  hire,  &c.  to  Castlebar  ........ 

To  cash  paid  retaining  fee  to  Messrs.  Daniel  and  Ball, 'not  being  charged  1 

in  Mr.  Robinson’s  bill  of  costs . . . J 

To  cash  paid  Mr.  Savage’s  expenses  attending  said  record  in  Galway  . 

To  my  own  expenses  attending  said  record  ......... 

To  paid  bailiff’s  expenses  attending  same 

To  paid  carriage  hire  for  Mr.  John  Brown  attending  same 

To  paid  Captain  Kelly  expenses  attending  same 

To  paid  Tracy  for  Mrs.  Lyons  

To  cash  paid  James  Robinson  his  costs  of  said  record  . £133  19  8 

From  which  he  struck  off 1000 


1S-25. 
Sept.  29. 


To  interest  on  £426  17s.  from  the  10th  Aug.  1824  to  29th  Sept.  1825 


By  amount  of  Mr.  Pat  Bodkin's  acceptance  received  this  day 


29  0 5$ 
44  18  8J 
70  0 0 


To  cash  paid  Mr.  Pat  Egan  for  his  trouble  at  Galway  Sessions  and  Assizes 
To  cash  paid  Janies  Robinson,  attorney  to  Cosgrave’s  motion  . 

To  cash  paid  James  Fahy  to  take  him  to  Loudon  


By  cash  from  Messrs.  Henderson,  John  Keary,  and  John  F.  Brown,  £1  each 

By  cash  this  day  from  Mr.  Pat  Bodkin 

To  interest  on  £424  3s.  9 id.  from  29th  September  1825  to  8th  March) 
1827  J 


To  interest  on  £405  5r.  8JiT.  from  8th  March  to  November  1827  . 


To  amount  of  expenses  incurred  by  : 
sums  at  Tuam  Sessions,  at  least  . 
To  paid  postage  of  Mr.  Robinson  letters 


Balance  of  interest 


at  Sessions  of  Galway,  and  different  small) 


401 

15 

» 

8 

0 

0 

11 

13 

4 

5 

14 

9 

427 

3 

9* 

3 

0 

0 

424 

3 

9* 

18 

18 

1* 

405 

5 

8} 

3 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

411 

5 

8* 

16 

4 

a* 

4-27  10 

0 

394 

12 

4 

3 

17 

0 

3 

0 

0 

£401 

9 

4 

Amount  due  to  Charles  Blake,  8th  November  1827  . 
To  cash  paid  for  weights  and  measures  over  and  above  the  presentments 
To  cash  paid  Mr.  Smith  for  a specialty  against  Malachy  Larkin 


A debt,  of  the  amount  of  which  we  had  no  information,  was  claimed  against  the  corporation 
for  costs  incurred  by  Mr.  John  Burke,  who  was  sovereign  in  1821  and  1822.  These  costs 
the  corporation  refused  to  pay,  and  in  consequence  Mr.  Burke  declined  to  attend  the  corpo- 
rate meeting  for  election  of  a sovereign  in  that  year.  The  gentleman  who  acted  as  his 
attorney  retains  the  books  of  the  corporation  on  which  he  claims  a lien  for  costs  to  the  amount 
of  about  £50,  but  readily  handed  them  to  us  for  examination.  The  cause  of  Burke  v.  Blake, 
in  which  costs  were  claimed  by  Mr.  Blake  against  the  corporation,  and  allowed  as  above 
stated,  was  in  fact  a prosecution  of  a criminal  information  between  these  two  gentlemen,  and 
arose  out  of  the  detention  by  Mr.  Burke  of  possession  of  the  town-house,  and  Mr.  Burke  s 
refusal  to  attend  the  corporation  meetings  ; that  of  Larkin  v.  Savage  was  an  action  instituted 
* There  seems  a mistake  of  10$.  in  this  sum ; the  error  is  probably  in  our  copy  of  the  account 
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against  the  father  of  the  present  sovereign,  by  the  caretaker  of  the  town-house-  under  TDAit' 

Mr.  Burke.  Mr.  Burke  and  Larkin  were  defeated  in  both. 

The  present  sovereign  also  claims  a debt  against  the  corporation  of  £151  Is.  8 M,  the 
particulars  of  which  he  has  furnished  to  us ; they  consist  of  £73  6s.  9 d.  paid  for  damans  and 
costs  in  a cause  of  Cosgrave  v.  Savage,  instituted  against  his  father  as  sovereign ; a°sum  of 
£62  14s.  5 d,  being  a balance  due  to  his  father  as  sovereign  to  the  29th  September  1826, 

£8  10s.  paid  for  his  commission  of  the  peace,  (which  was  afterwards  superseded,  as  already 
mentioned,)  and  some  postages,  and  other  expenses.  Except  a resolution  in  October  1822, 
to  take  the  opinion  of  the  attorney-general  and  employ  counsel,  there  is  no  entry  in  the  cor- 
poration books  previously  sanctioning  the  institution  or  defence  of  the  causes,  for  the  costs  of 
which  these  sums  have  been  incurred,  nor  does  it  appear  from  the'books  that  the  question  was, 
in  the  first  instance,  submitted  to  the  burgesses  as  to  whether  the  expenses  should  be  borne 
by  the  corporation  funds.  There  are  instances  of  subscriptions  in  1822  by  the  burgesses  and 
others  for  law  costs,  which  were  stated  to  us  to  have  been  made  in  support  of  the  proceedings 
against  Mr.  Burke,  and  were  paid  over  to  Mr.  Blake.  These  subscriptions,  it  was  stated, 
were  made  under  an  impression  that  they  would  be  repaid ; they  amounted  in  all  to  £94  4s.  9 d. 

42.  There  is  not  any  regular  annual  account  kept  by  the  corporation  or  by  the  sovereign.  Accounts, 
but  the  latter  appears  generally  to  be  considered  the  receiver  of  the  revenues.  The 
introduction  of  a proper  system  of  accounting  and  auditing,  bringing  before  the  burgesses 
annually  the  demands  upon  the  corporation  funds,  is  very  necessaiy. 

The  only  otherproperty  ofthe  corporation  is  the  market  house,  whichisnot  productive  of  any 
income.  The  corporation  does  not  derive  any  income  from  fines  on  its  members  or  otherwise. 

. 43.  The  following  table  shows  the  State  of  the  Population  of  Tuam  in  1831,  and  its  increase  State  of  the  Town, 
since  1821  : Population. 


Houses  inhabited  - --  --  --  --  13127 

Ditto  building  - 9 

Ditto  uninhabited fil 

Families  chiefly  employed  in  agriculture 97 

Ditto  in  trade  and  handicraft  -------  547 

Ditto  not  comprised  in  the  two  preceding  classes  ...  554 

Persons:  males,  3,153 ; females,  3,730.  Total  - 6,883 

Employed  in  retail  trade  or  handicraft  - - - - - 701 

Capitalists,  bankers,  professional,  and  other  educated  men  - - 150 

1821 : persons 4,571 

Increase - - - - 2,312 


We  were  informed  that  the  number  of  persons  who  could  qualify  as  holding  houses  or 
houses  and  land  under  the  same  landlord  within  the  borough,  of  the  yearly  value  of  £10,  was 
at  least  500. 

The  town  is  stated  to  have  improved  considerably ; and  the  operation  of  the  Church  Reform 
Act,  enabling  the  inhabitants  to  obtain  long  tenures  from  the  see  of  Tuam,  is  looked  to  as 
likely  to  operate  beneficially  on  the  town. 

There  does  not  appeal’  to  be  any  manufacture  or  trade  deserving  particular  notice. 

44.  No  particular  individual  can  be  pointed  out  as  exercising  paramount  influence  in  the  Remarks  on  the 
corporation  since  the  change  of  its  members  in  1811,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  sovereign  Constitution  and 
and  free  burgesses  are  of  a more  popular  character  than  those  of  any  other  corporate  body  ®tate 
which  we  have  visited.  The  admission  of  the  commonalty  to  some  share  in  the  corporate  0rPOia  lon’ 
proceedings,  and  the  perfect  freedom  from  religious  distinction  between  the  free  burgesses  and 
the  great  majority  of  the  community,  are  strongly  calculated  to  prevent  the  dissension  which 
too  commonly  prevails  in  other  places,  between  the  corporation  so  called  and  the  inhabitants. 

But  without  evincing  that  marked  hostility  to  be  found  elsewhere,  the  inhabitants  of  Tuam 
are  far  from  being  satisfied  with  the  present  constitution  of  the  municipal  body;  and  they 
naturally  object  to  the  power  of  self-election  vested  in  the  free  burgesses,  which,  in  practice, 
leads  to  the  exclusion  of  the  commonalty  from  all  control  over  the  details  of  corporate 
business,  and  the  application  of  the  corporate  revenues.  It  seems  to  be  considered  that 
the  number  of  free  burgesses  is  too  small,  and  it  has  been  suggested  as  an  improvement,  that 
they  should  be  increased  to  24.  We  found  no  objection  on  the  part  of  any  member  of  the 
corporation  to  its  being  constituted  on  more  popular  principles ; and  one  of  the  free  burgesses, 
stated  that  the  general  feeling  of  the  inhabitants  was  to  share  in  corporate  privileges,  and  of 
the  burgesses,  to  extend  those  privileges  to  them. 

The  present  legal  condition  of  the  corporation  is  doubtful.  Repeated  instances  occur  of 
elections  of  free  burgesses  and  sovereigns  by  less  than  a majority  of  the  entire  number  of  free 
burgesses.  The  resignation  of  seven  free  burgesses  in  1811  left  but  five  remaining,  thereby 
in  fact  dissolving  the  corporation,  if  the  minority  was  legally  competent  to  accept  those  resig- 
nations. The  subsequent  elections  were  by  those  five,  and  afterwards  by  the  persons  whom 
they  had  elected.  The  proceedings  to  disfranchise  the  non-resident  free  burgesses  in  1817, 
do  not  appear  to  have  been  conducted  with  much  regularity;  in  one  instance  only  five,  in  others 
only  six,  were  present,  including  the  sovereign,  until  the  numbers  were  increased  by  those 
elected,  in  room  of  the  disfranchised  members.  The  giving  to  the  inhabitants  as  the  com- 
monalty, without  any  form  of  actual  admission  to  the  freedom  of  the  borough,  the  right  of 
voting  at  elections,  on  vacancies  happening  in  the  sovereign’s  year  of  office,  does  not  seem 
warranted,  even  by  the  liberal  interpretation  of  the  charter,  which  gives  to  such  persons  an 
inchoate  title  to  their  freedom,  and  there  are  not,  in  fact,  any  other  freemen  to  represent  the 
commonalty  on  such  occasions.  Another  point  in  which,  without  legislative  sanction,  the 
M.  C.  I.  5 T 
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proceedings  of  the  corporation  may  be  considered  as  defective,  is  the  change  made  in  the  market 
day  given  by  the  charter.  It  is  probable  that  some  of  those  circumstances  have  been  relied 
on  by  the  parties  who  have  contested  the  sovereign’s  powers  in  the  Borough  Court  and  in 
the  collection  of  tolls. 

45.  There  are  not  any  Local  Acts  referring  to  this  town. 

46.  We  send  with  this  Report  copies  of  the  following  Documents : 

1.  The  Schedule  of  Fees  claimed  in  the  Borough  Court. 

2.  The  Account  claimed  by  the  present  Sovereign,  Richard  Savage,  Esq.,  against  the 

Corporation. 

MAZIERE  BRADY. 
JOHN  R.  CORBALLIS. 

Inquiry  held  at  Tuam  on  the  11th  day  of  September  1833. 
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TULSKE. 


BOROUGH  OF  TULSKE. 


Charter.  ' 


State  of  the 
Corporation. 


Union  Compensa- 
tion. 


State  of  the  Town. 


Fairs  and 
Markets, 


1.  CHARLES  II.,  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  his  reign,  incorporated  this  town  by  a Charter 
which  is  enrolled  in  Chancery  (Pat.  14,  Car.  II.  p.  2,  m.  18.) 

2.  The  corporation,  by  this  charter,  was  to  consist  of  a portreeve,  15  free  burgesses,  and  a 
commonalty.  Its  title  was,  “The  Portreeve,  Free  Burgesses,  and  Commonalty  of  the  Borough 
of  Tulske.”  The  provost  and  free  burgesses  were  empowered  to  return  two  Members  to  the 
Irish  Parliament.  All  the  inhabitants  and  so  many  and  such  other  men  whom  the  portreeve 
and  free  burgesses  should  admit,  were  to  be  of  the  commonalty.  The  portreeve  and  free 
burgesses  were  to  be  elected  by  the  portreeve  and  free  burgesses.  Power  was  granted  to  hold 
a Court  of  Record,  from  week  to  week,  before  the  portreeve,  of  all  actions  personal,  not 
exceeding  £5,  arising  within  the  borough.  The  other  provisions  of  the  charter  give  powers  to 
make  bye-laws,  to  have  a guild  mercatory,  a common  seal,  and  to  appoint  two  serjeants  at 
mace  and  other  inferior  officers ; and  the  portreeve  was  appointed  clerk  of  the  market. 

3.  As  far*as  can  be  judged  from  the  present  appearance  of  this  town,  or  village,  the  power 
to  send  Members  to  Parliament  seems  to  have  been  the  only  purpose  for  which  the  corporation 
could  have  been  created.  We  could  not  ascertain  that  the  portreeve  and  burgesses  ever 
performed  any  duty  save  that  of  assembling  to  nominate  the  Members.  This  privilege  was 
lost  at  the  Union,  and  the  sum  of  £15,000  awarded  as  Compensation,  under  the  40  Geo.  III. 
c.  9,  to  J ames  Caulfield,  Esq.,  guardian  of  St.  George  Caulfield,  a minor. 

4.  The  corporation  has  become  extinct;,  and  the  name  of  a corporate  officer  has  not  been 
known  in  the  town  since  the  Union. 

5.  The  corporation  had  not  any  property,  charitable  or  otherwise,  nor  .were  the  tolls  and 
customs  of  the  town  under  their  receipt  or  management. 

6.  The  present  Town  contains  about  a dozen  houses,  the  greater  number  mere  cabins ; and 
there  is  not  any  corporate  or  other  local  jurisdiction  within  the  limits  of  the  borough. 

7.  The  following  grants  of  Fairs  and  Markets  appeal'  to  have  been  made  to  different  indi- 
viduals for  this  town : 


Date. 

Grantee. 

Grant. 

Enrolled. 

26th  July  1611. 

Sir  J ohu  King,  Knight. 

Market,  Wednesday. 
Fair,  WhitMonday  and 
day  after. 

Pat.  9 Jac.  I.  p.  2, 
m.  17. 

5th  March  1627. 

Sir  J as.  Craige,  Knight. 

Fair,  10th  August  and 
day  after. 

Pat.  3 Car.  I.  p.  4, 
m.  14. 

16th  February  1662. 

Sir  Rd.  Lane,  Knight. 

Market,  Tuesday. 

Fair,  Tuesday  after 
1st  November,  and 
Easter  Tuesday,  and 
day  after  each. 

Pat.  15  Car.  II.  p.  3, 
m.  2,  d. 

MAZIERE  BRADY. 
JOHN  R.  CORBALLIS. 


Inquiry  held  at  Tulske,  September  7th  1833. 
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CORPORATORS 

Nature  and  limit 
Jurisdiction 

BXMH?DI- 

Whether 

Over  whatOffcnces, 

who  are  Borough 
Magistrates. 

who  are  ex  officio 
County  Magistrates 

COURT  OF  RECORD. 
N.B.— State  whether 

State  of. 

REVENUE. 

Paymenta 

DEBT. 

how  kept. 

REMARKS. 

justice  of  the 
the  peace ; not 
exclusive. 

the  provost, 

the  peace  foi 
county  of  Cork. 

a Court  of  Pleas, 
with  jurisdiction 
to  £3  6s.  8d. ; dis- 

no  borough 

....  . 

....  . 

....  . . 

..... 

ditto  . . . 

the  portreeve. 

none  . . . 

none  .... 

amanor  bride- 

none  . 

none  . 

none  . . 

non,. 

ditto  . . . 

sovereign. 

....  . 

....  . 

..... 

ditto  . . , 

sovereign  and 
recorder. 

none.  . . 

a Court  of  Pleas  to 
£20 Irish;  disused. 

uone  . . 

£182  10s. 

£132  10s. 

£200  16s  3d 

kept  by  treasurer; 
audited  by  a 
committee  of  the 
corporation. 

jurisdiction  of  a 
county  of  a 
city ; felonies, 
and  nil  minor 
offences. 

the  mayor,  re- 
all  the  alder- 

recorder  arc 
county  ofCork. 

Court  of  Pleas  in 
all  actions  persounl 
and  mixed,  (eject- 

viu  excepted,)  un- 
limited in  amount. 

£6,237 

£.  «.  d. 
6,153  13  1 

£.  a.  d. 
7,247  17  9 

regularly. 

none  save  that  of 
justice  of  the 

the  sovereign. 

none  . . . 

none  .... 

lirone  . 
| 

none  . 

....  . 

none  . . 

..... 

all  offences,  trea- 
son excepted ; is 
exclusive. 

the  sovereign 
and  recorder ; 

the  sovereign. 

Court  of  Pleas ; all 
personal  actions, 
without  limit  as  to 
amount. 

1 

-S 

£550. 

£360. 

£1,933  Is.  6d 

regularly. 

at  sessions. 

-j 

none  save  that  of 
justice  of  the 

elusive. 

the  sovereign. 

none  . . . 

none  .... 

none  . 

none  . 

none  . . 

none. 

all  offences ; is 
exclusive. 

mayor,  bailiffs, 
and  recorder. 

Court  of  Pleas  in  all 
personal  actions, 
without  limit  in 
amount. 

nsufficieirt. 

£914  8s.  Id 

£696  2s.  8 d. 

£1 ,067. 

regularly. 

IN  IRELAND. 


I IRELAND. 


52 
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